
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

74
7 

54
7

B
1

��&������������
(11) EP 1 747 547 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
22.07.2009 Bulletin 2009/30

(21) Application number: 05733465.8

(22) Date of filing: 04.05.2005

(51) Int Cl.:
G09G 3/34 (2006.01) G09G 3/36 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/IB2005/051466

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2005/109391 (17.11.2005 Gazette 2005/46)

(54) METHOD FOR PROCESSING IMAGE DATA

VERFAHREN ZUM VERARBEITEN VON BILDDATEN

PROCEDE DE TRAITEMENT DE DONNEES IMAGES

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU MC NL PL PT RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 11.05.2004 EP 04102038

(43) Date of publication of application: 
31.01.2007 Bulletin 2007/05

(73) Proprietor: NXP B.V.
5656 AG Eindhoven (NL)

(72) Inventor: DE GREEF, Petrus, M.
NL-5656 AA Eindhoven (NL)

(74) Representative: Williamson, Paul Lewis
NXP Semiconductors UK Ltd. 
Intellectual Property Department 
Betchworth House 
Station Road
Redhill
Surrey RH1 1DL (GB)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A-00/13405 US-A1- 2002 130 830
US-B1- 6 373 533

• INSUN HWANG ET AL: "29.4L: Late-News Paper:
Image Synchronized Brightness Control" SID, 
vol. XXXII, 5 June 2001 (2001-06-05), page 492, 
XP007007700 San Jose, CA



EP 1 747 547 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The invention relates to a method for process-
ing image data to be displayed on a display device, for
example an LCD panel for mobile applications.
[0002] The invention further relates to a display driver
incorporating circuitry for processing color image data
according to such a method.
[0003] It is well known in the art to drive a display device
with image data, which is generated for example by a
video processor and supplied to the display device for
displaying an image thereon. The image data are sup-
plied in frames which are subsequently shown on the
display. Each frame constitutes a complete image.
[0004] The frames of the image data may be proc-
essed in order to appeal as much as possible to a viewer
watching the image. For example, increasing the bright-
ness of the image data for this purpose has been known
since the earliest television systems, where adapting the
brightness of the image data is usually implemented as
a manual control.
[0005] Patent application WO 00/13405 A1 discloses
a circuit for controlling luminance signal amplitude by
adding an offset. US patent application 2002/0130830
A1 describes a method for driving an LCD having an
adaptive luminance intensifying function.
[0006] While increasing the brightness does contribute
to obtaining a more pleasing image, the effect of it is
limited as a too large brightness increase may lead to
loss of local detail. That is, details in areas of the image
having an initial brightness value that is already high are
lost, as increasing the brightness results in all pixels with-
in such areas clipping to the maximum luminance value
of the display.
[0007] It is an object of the invention to process the
image data in such a way, that an optimal contrast gain
is ensured without loss of local detail.
[0008] This object has been achieved by means of a
method for processing image data according to the in-
vention as specified in independent claim 1. Further ad-
vantageous embodiments are specified in the dependent
claims.
[0009] In the method according to the invention, a
frame of image data is received, and an optimal gain
factor for this particular frame is determined by establish-
ing how many sub-pixels within the frame have a lumi-
nance above a first threshold value. This is a measure
for how many sub-pixels will clip when the luminance is
increased. Therefore, when this value is used to deter-
mine the gain factor used for amplifying the image data,
the luminance of the frame is increased in an optimal
way, maintaining local detail as much as possible. The
amplified image data is supplied to the display device.
[0010] The method according to the invention may use
any one or any combination of sub-pixels to determine
the gain factor. For example, the gain factor can be de-
rived from the brightness of all three sub-pixels in a con-
ventional color display, that is from the brightness of the

primary colors red, green and blue taken together, or
alternatively from the brightness of sub-pixels corre-
sponding to the primary color green only.
[0011] Instead of increasing the perceived image con-
trast, the method according to the invention can also be
used to save power in a backlit LCD device. In this case,
the gain factor with which the image data luminance is
amplified is also used for reducing the luminance of the
backlight system of such an LCD device.
[0012] As a result, the appearance of the amplified im-
age data on the LCD device with reduced backlight in-
tensity is very similar to the appearance of the original
image data on the LCD device with full backlight intensity.
This is particularly advantageous in a mobile device
where the LCD backlight is a major contributor to the total
power consumption. By virtue of the method according
to the invention, the backlight intensity can be reduced
while maintaining essentially the same image quality.
Thereby, a decrease in power consumption is obtained,
resulting in a noticeable increase in battery life of the
mobile device.
[0013] In a first embodiment of the method, the optimal
gain factor is determined by generating a sub-pixel his-
togram for the frame of the image data. The gain factor
is determined in accordance with the ratio between the
number of sub-pixels in the highest bins, that is the bins
corresponding to a brightness value above the first
threshold value, and the total number of sub-pixels. In
this first embodiment, the first threshold value is for ex-
ample chosen at 70%, 75% or 80% of the maximum lu-
minance value.
[0014] If there are hardly any bright pixels in the frame
of image data, the highest bins are relatively empty and
as a result the gain factor can be relatively high, as the
brightness can be increased substantially without the risk
of clipping pixels and loss of local detail. Preferably, the
gain factor is limited to a maximum value, for example
1.3, 1.4 or 1.5.
[0015] On the other hand, if the whole image is rela-
tively bright, i.e. there are many bright pixels in the frame,
the ratio between the number of pixels in the highest bins
and the total number of pixels is large. Increasing the
luminance is then hardly possible without loss of local
detail, and the gain factor should be equal or close to
unity.
[0016] Preferably in the first embodiment, the histo-
gram bins are weighted in accordance with their corre-
sponding luminance values. That is, the number of sub-
pixels in a bin just above the first threshold value is given
less weight for determining the gain factor as the number
of sub-pixels in a bin just below the maximum luminance
value.
[0017] In a second embodiment, the gain factor is ad-
justed stepwise. The image data is firstly amplified using
the current gain factor, and subsequently, if the gain fac-
tor turns out to be too high or too low, it may be adjusted.
Thus, the gain factor may be adjusted in accordance with
the result of a comparison between the luminance of the
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sub-pixels of the amplified image data with the first
threshold value. In this second embodiment, the first
threshold value is generally equal to a maximum lumi-
nance value.
[0018] If the frame of amplified image data has many
sub-pixels with a luminance level above the first threshold
value, i.e. sub-pixels that will clip to the maximum lumi-
nance level, the gain factor is reduced, and the image
data is now amplified by the reduced gain factor. A com-
parison is again made between the luminance of the sub-
pixels of the amplified image and the first threshold value,
and these steps are repeated until an optimal gain factor
for this particular frame of image data is reached.
[0019] Similarly, if the amplified image data has no or
few sub-pixels with a luminance level above the first
threshold value, there is room for further amplification of
the image data, and thus the gain factor is increased.
The image data is now amplified by the increased gain
factor, and this is repeated until an optimal gain factor
for this particular frame of image data is reached.
[0020] In the second embodiment, the optimal gain fac-
tor is determined in an iterative process. The stepwise
adjustment of the gain factor may be carried out using a
fixed step size, but preferably, the step size is variable.
This can be embodied in an easy way by counting the
number of sub-pixels in the amplified image data that
have a luminance above the first threshold value, and
using the counted value to look up the step size for the
gain factor adjustment in a look-up table. In this way, the
iterative process of the second embodiment reaches the
optimal gain factor faster, so that the stepwise adjustment
of the image amplification and/or backlight intensity re-
duction is hardly noticeable.
[0021] In a further preferred embodiment, the lumi-
nance of the sub-pixels within the received frame of im-
age data is further compared with a second threshold
value. In particular, the number of sub-pixels is counted
that have a luminance lower than second threshold value.
The counted number is then used to determined an offset
value to be subtracted from the sub-pixels within the re-
ceived frame. That is, the luminance of each pixel is re-
duced by the offset value.
[0022] This is advantageous when a particular frame
of image data is received that has a limited number of
dark pixels, in particular little detail in dark areas. In this
embodiment, the number of dark sub-pixels is counted
and if their number is relatively small, the luminance of
each pixel of the frame is reduced by an offset value.
This is advantageous, as it allows the gain factor used
for amplifying the image data to be increased further.
[0023] In the first embodiment, the number of dark sub-
pixels can be obtained directly from the histogram, in
particular from the histogram bin corresponding to the
lowest luminance value. Alternatively, in the second em-
bodiment, the luminance of the sub-pixels of the amplified
image data can be simultaneously compared to both the
first and second threshold values.
[0024] Preferably, loss of local detail is further reduced

by detecting critical areas in the frame of image data,
where many adjacent bright pixels are clipped. Thus, in
areas with bright pixels, where local detail is relatively
low, the gain factor should be reduced locally without
introducing any other artifacts.
[0025] A two-dimensional spatial filter is suitable for
this, however a one-dimensional (1D) spatial filter can
be implemented more efficiently and has been found to
have sufficient performance for this purpose. Preferably,
the filter is an 8-tap 1D spatial filter, which is more pref-
erably only operated on sub-pixels having a luminance
larger than a third threshold value, such as 50%. In the
first embodiment, the third threshold value may alterna-
tively be equal to the first threshold value.
[0026] The method according to the invention can be
implemented in hardware; preferably a display driver
such as an LCD panel driver, for example the Philips
PCF8833 or PCF8881, or an image processing chip,
such as the Philips PNX4000 Nexperia mobile image
processor, can be provided with dedicated circuitry for
carrying out the method.
[0027] Alternatively, the image processing can be car-
ried out by a computer program, preferably the firmware
of a mobile device such as a mobile phone, a PDA or a
digital camera.
[0028] The method will now be described and eluci-
dated further with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. Herein:

Fig. 1 is an LCD device incorporating the first em-
bodiment of the method according to the invention;
Figs. 2A-2C show frames of image data as proc-
essed by the first embodiment;
Fig. 3 is an LCD device incorporating the second
embodiment of the method according to the inven-
tion.

[0029] Fig. 1 shows a display device, in particular a
backlit LCD device, where the first embodiment of the
method according to the invention is incorporated in ded-
icated circuitry in the display driver 100 for the LCD panel
160. The LCD driver is preferably of a type as normally
seen for mobile applications, therefore it has an embed-
ded frame memory 150 for storing parts of the image
data. Instead of having to write each frame of image data
to the display driver in its entirety, such an LCD device
saves power by storing parts of the frame that are not
changed in the embedded frame memory 150. This is
especially beneficiary when static images are being dis-
played.
[0030] The method according to the invention is pref-
erably carried out between the frame memory 150 and
the column drivers (not shown) feeding the image data
to the columns of pixels of the LCD panel 160.
[0031] In the first embodiment, the image data is firstly
fed to a circuit 120 for generating a sub-pixel histogram
for the frame of image data stored in the frame memory
150. The histogram has a number of bins each corre-
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sponding to a range of sub-pixel luminance values.
[0032] For example, a histogram with 20 bins is used,
so that each bin corresponds to a 5% range in pixel lu-
minance values. When generating the histogram, sub-
pixels having a luminance between 95% and 100% are
counted in the highest bin, sub-pixels having a luminance
between 90% and 95% are counted in the second highest
bin, and so forth.
[0033] However, only the upper bins, which corre-
spond to luminance values above the preset first thresh-
old, are relevant for image processing. The other bins
need not be implemented in hardware. If the first thresh-
old is for example 80%, only sub-pixels in the upper 4
bins need to be counted.
[0034] The histogram data is output to a circuit 130 for
calculating a gain factor to be applied to the image data,
and in this case also an offset value to be subtracted from
the image data. Calculating the offset value is optional
and not necessary for the working of the invention. When
a non-zero offset value can be determined, a higher gain
factor can be chosen without image artifacts showing up
in the image on the display.
[0035] The gain factor calculated is preferably also fed
to block 175, which calculates a power reduction factor
for backlight 170 corresponding to the gain factor. In this
case, the backlight intensity is reduced in accordance
with the calculated gain factor. This has the advantage
that power consumption of the backlit LCD device can
be reduced while substantially maintaining the same im-
age quality.
[0036] Alternatively, this feature is not activated. Pow-
er consumption is then at its original, relatively high level,
but image quality is improved by virtue of the method
according to the invention. Mixed options, i.e. partial re-
duction of power consumption and simultaneous partial
improvement of perceived image quality, can also be en-
visaged. Preferably, if the method is controlled by soft-
ware in the firmware of a mobile device, a menu option
can be programmed to choose between these different
modes. The user of the mobile device can then choose
between image quality and battery life in accordance with
this personal preference.
[0037] For calculating the gain factor, the histogram
bins are preferably weighted in accordance with their cor-
responding luminance value, so that the brightest sub-
pixels have the largest effect on the gain factor calculat-
ed. In the above example, with the first threshold at 80%,
the pixel count in the highest bin (95%-100%) could be
weighted 8 times more than the pixel count in the bin just
above the first threshold (80%-85%), the pixel count in
the second highest bin (90%-95%) could be weighted 4
times more, and the pixel count in the third highest bin
(85%-90%) could be weighted 2 times more.
[0038] After the histogram generating circuit 120, the
image data passes through a filtering circuit 135 for gen-
erating filtered image data from the original image data.
The filter is used for detecting critical areas in the frame
of image data, where many adjacent bright pixels are

clipped. In this case, the filter applied on the original im-
age data is an 8-tap 1D spatial filter with equal weights,
which is only operated on sub-pixels having a luminance
larger than 50%. Applying this filter results in image data
with locally reduced luminance. Again, the filtering step
is only a preferred step and not necessary for the working
of the invention. When the filtering step is implemented,
the gain factor can be calculated more aggressively, with-
out image artifacts showing up in the image on the dis-
play.
[0039] Both the original image data and the filtered im-
age data are supplied to the image processing circuit
110. This processing circuit carries out three operations
on the original image data:

- subtracting the offset value calculated in block 130
from each pixel of the frame of image data

- amplifying the image data by the gain factor calcu-
lated in block 130, and

- subtracting the filtered image data from the amplified
image data.

[0040] After this, the image data is clipped by clipper
165 to prevent out-of-range values, and is supplied to
the LCD panel 160. The clipper essentially sets sub-pix-
els with negative luminance values to 0, and sub-pixels
with luminance values larger than 1 are clipped to 1. How-
ever, from the above it should be clear that when imple-
menting the method according to the invention the
number of sub-pixels that need to be clipped will be small.
[0041] Figs. 2A, 2B and 2C show three examples of
images processed with the first embodiment of the meth-
od according to the invention. The image data in these
examples is received in RGB format. The original images
are displayed in the middle of the top row of images in
the figures, the luminance histograms for the red, green
and blue sub-pixels of the image are shown in the left
image of the top row.
[0042] The histograms used here have 18 bins, from
which the upper 4 bins corresponding to the highest lu-
minance values are used in calculating the gain factor.
The histograms are generated separately for red, green
and blue. The gain factor calculated from the histograms
is an average for the three colors.
[0043] Thus, the numbers of sub-pixels in the upper 4
bins for the red, green and blue colors are weighted and
added, and the total number is divided by the total number
of sub-pixels in the image for determining the gain factor.
[0044] In a particularly efficient embodiment, the im-
age data could alternatively be received in YUV format;
in this case the gain factor can be determined from the
luminance (Y) data only.
[0045] The right image in the top row represents the
original image data, amplified by the gain factor calculat-
ed from the histograms. The gain factor is indicated over
the image.
[0046] The left image in the bottom row represents the
data obtained by filtering the brightest sub-pixels with an
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8-tap 1D spatial filter. The filter data shown here is sub-
tracted from the amplified image shown at the top right,
and the resulting image is supplied to the LCD panel.
The resulting image is represented by the center image
in the bottom row. In particular, this image represents the
image data as rendered on a backlit LCD display, of which
the backlight intensity is reduced by the power factor in-
dicated above the image. The power factor is directly
calculated from the offset and gain factors.
[0047] Finally, the right image in the bottom row gives
an indication for which sub-pixels of the image clipping
still occurs. That is, this image shows which sub-pixels
had been processed by the hard clipper 165, before the
image data was supplied to the display panel.
[0048] Fig. 2A shows a image of parrots as processed
by the first embodiment. The luminance distribution of
this image is fairly even through the three primary colors,
as can be seen in the histograms. The gain factor is about
1.14, which allows for a reduction in backlight intensity
of 24%. Some clipping is visible.
[0049] Fig. 2B shows an image of a sunset. In this par-
ticular image, the luminance distribution is still fairly even
throughout each primary color, although the emphasis is
somewhat more on dark colors. However the lowest bin
of the histograms is relatively empty, therefore an offset
value was subtracted from the image data. As a result,
the gain factor is slightly higher at 1.20, leading to a re-
duction in backlight intensity of 37%. The amount of clip-
ping is minimal.
[0050] Fig. 2C shows an image from a football match.
The histograms for all three primary colors peak around
medium luminance levels, therefore the gain factor is
very close to the upper limit which is set to 1.40 in this
example. It can be seen that the image as rendered on
the display is hardly reduced in quality, while the backlight
power could be reduced by 52%.
[0051] Fig. 3 shows an LCD device incorporating the
second embodiment of the method according to the in-
vention in the display driver 300.
[0052] In this second embodiment, the image data
from the frame memory 350 goes directly to the filter block
340, where filtered image data is generated from the orig-
inal image data by means of an 8-tap 1D filter as set out
in the above.
[0053] The processing circuit 310 and gain factor cal-
culating circuit 330 are arranged in a feedback loop in
this embodiment. As a result, the optimal gain factor is
calculated in an iterative process, whereas in the first
embodiment it is directly obtainable from the histogram
data.
[0054] The processing circuit 310 amplifies the image
data with the current gain factor. Then, the amplified im-
age data is processed by a counter 332 which counts the
number of sub-pixels having a luminance larger than the
first threshold. Usually, the first threshold in this embod-
iment is the maximum luminance that can be displayed
on the LCD panel 360. Also, counter 333 counts the
number of sub-pixels having a luminance smaller than

the second threshold.
[0055] The current gain factor is stored and adapted
in block 334. This block retrieves the value counted by
counter 332 and compares it to values stored in a look-
up table 335. This look-up table contains, for a number
of possible counted values, step sizes for correction of
the gain factor. The step size corresponding to the current
counted value is retrieved and the gain factor is corrected
in accordance therewith. Processing circuit 310 now am-
plifies the image data using the corrected gain factor.
[0056] If the counted value is large, many pixels have
a luminance larger than a maximum luminance. The re-
sulting step size should be a negative number, so as to
decrease the gain factor and reduce the number of out-
of-range pixels. On the other hand, if the counted value
is small, there is room for further amplification of the im-
age data, thus the resulting step size will be a positive
number. If the gain factor is already optimal, the counted
value will be such that the step size obtained from the
look-up table 335 is small. Obviously, in this case, the
gain factor needs no further change for this particular
frame of image data. To avoid luminance oscillations, the
feedback gain signal is filtered.
[0057] The current offset value is stored and adapted
in block 336. Similar to the gain factor adjustment circuit,
block 336 retrieves the value counted by counter 333 and
compares it to values stored in look-up table 337. This
look-up table contains, for a number of possible counted
values, step sizes for correction of the offset value. The
offset value is adapted accordingly, and processing cir-
cuit 310 now subtracts the corrected offset value from
the image data.
[0058] For a particular static frame of image data, the
feedback loop of processing circuit 310 and gain factor
calculating circuit 330 thus repeatedly adapts the gain
factor and offset value, and processes the image data in
accordance with the adapted gain factor and offset value.
If the gain factor is found to be optimal, the gain factor
and offset value will not be adapted further.
[0059] The amplified image data output by processing
circuit 310 is received by block 365, which in the second
embodiment firstly subtracts the filtered image data from
the amplified image data, and then performs a hard clip-
ping operation on the image data. The output of block
365 is connected to the LCD panel 360 for displaying the
image.
[0060] The gain factor from block 334 is, similarly to
the first embodiment, preferably also fed to block 375,
which calculates a power reduction factor for backlight
370 corresponding to the gain factor. Due to the gradual
change of gain factor, the backlight intensity also chang-
es gradually over a couple of frame times upon an image
change in the second embodiment. This may be observ-
able by the viewer.
[0061] The drawings are schematic and not drawn to
scale. While the invention has been described in connec-
tion with preferred embodiments, it should be understood
that the protective scope of the invention is not limited to
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the embodiments described herein. Rather, it includes
all variations which could be made thereon by a skilled
person, within the scope of the appended claims.
[0062] In summary, a method for processing a frame
of image data, wherein the image data is amplified by a
gain factor determined in dependence of a number of
sub-pixels within said frame of image data having a lu-
minance above a first threshold value. The resulting gain
factor allows for optimal amplification of the image data
without loss of local detail. This leads to a better per-
ceived image quality. In a preferred embodiment, the gain
factor is simultaneously used for reducing the backlight
intensity in a backlit LCD device. Thereby, the perceived
image quality is similar to that of the unprocessed image
data, however the power consumption of the LCD back-
light is reduced substantially.

Claims

1. A method for processing image data for a display
device, including the steps of:

a) receiving a frame of the image data;
b) determining a gain factor in dependence of a
number of sub-pixels within said frame of image
data having a luminance above a first threshold
value, and
c) amplifying the image data by said gain factor;

characterised by filtering the image data with a filter
suitable for detecting areas having many adjacent
bright pixels, and correcting the amplified image data
using the filtered image data such that the gain is
reduced locally.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the display device
is a backlit LCD device, further including the step of

- reducing an intensity of a backlight (170, 370)
of said backlit LCD device, by an amount corre-
sponding to the gain factor.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein step b) includes

- generating a luminance histogram for the frame
of the image data, the gain factor being deter-
mined by the number of sub-pixels in bins of the
histogram that correspond to luminance values
above the first threshold value.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said bins of the his-
togram are weighted in accordance with their corre-
sponding luminance value.

5. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the gain factor
is adjusted stepwise by repeating steps b) and c)
until an optimal gain factor is reached.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the gain factor is
adjusted by a variable step size, and step b) includes
the further steps of:

- counting a number of sub-pixels within the am-
plified image data having a luminance larger
than the first threshold value, and
- obtaining the step size from a look-up table, in
dependence of the counted number.

7. The method of claim 1 or 2, further including the steps
of:

- counting a number of sub-pixels within said
frame of image data having a luminance below
a second threshold value, and
- using the counted number for determining an
offset value to be subtracted from the sub-pixels
within the frame of image data.

8. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the filter is an
8-tap 1D spatial filter operated on pixels having a
luminance larger than a third threshold value.

9. A display driver, comprising:

- an input for receiving a frame of image data;
- a circuit (130; 330) for determining a gain factor
in dependence of a number of sub-pixels within
said frame of image data having a luminance
above a first threshold value; and
- an image processing circuit (110, 310) for am-
plifying the image data by said gain factor, and
characterised by further comprising:
- a filtering circuit (140, 340) for filtering the im-
age data with a filter suitable for detecting areas
having many adjacent bright pixels; and
- a circuit (110, 365) for correcting the amplified
image data using the filtered image data such
that the gain is reduced locally in these areas.

10. A display device including a display driver according
to claim 9.

11. The display device of claim 10, further including an
LCD panel (160, 360) and a backlight system (170,
370), wherein the display driver is adapted for con-
trolling the intensity of the backlight (170, 370) in
dependence of the gain factor.

12. A computer program when run on a computer exe-
cutes the steps of the method according to any one
of claims 1 to 8.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Verarbeiten von Bilddaten für eine
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Anzeigevorrichtung, die Schritte enthaltend:

a) Empfangen eines Rahmens der Bilddaten;
b) Bestimmen eines Verstärkungsfaktors in Ab-
hängigkeit von einer Anzahl der Unterpixel in-
nerhalb des Rahmens der Bilddaten, die eine
Leuchtdichte oberhalb eines ersten Schwellen-
wertes aufweisen, und
c) Verstärken der Bilddaten mit dem Verstär-
kungsfaktor;
gekennzeichnet durch Filtern der Bilddaten
mit einem Filter, das geeignet ist, Bereiche mit
vielen benachbarten hellen Pixeln zu erkennen,
und durch Korrigieren der verstärkten Bilddaten
unter Verwendung der gefilterten Bilddaten, so
dass die Verstärkung lokal reduziert wird.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Anzeigevor-
richtung eine von hinten beleuchtete LCD-Vorrich-
tung ist, ferner den Schritt umfassend:

Reduzieren einer Intensität der Hintergrundbe-
leuchtung (170, 370) der von hinten beleuchte-
ten LCD-Vorrichtung um ein Maß, dass dem
Verstärkungsfaktor entspricht.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei Schritt b)
enthält:

Erzeugen eines Leuchtdichtehistogramms für
den Rahmen der Bilddaten, wobei der Verstär-
kungsfaktor durch die Anzahl von Unterpixeln in
Behältnissen des Histogramms, die Leuchtdich-
tewerten oberhalb des ersten Schwellenwertes
entsprechen, bestimmt wird.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Behältnisse
des Histogramms gemäß ihrem entsprechenden
Leuchtdichtewert gewichtet sind.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der Ver-
stärkungsfaktor schrittweise angepasst wird, indem
die Schritte b) und c) wiederholt werden bis ein op-
timaler Verstärkungsfaktor erreicht ist.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Verstär-
kungsfaktor mittels einer veränderlichen Schrittwei-
te angepasst wird, und wobei Schritt b) die weiteren
Schritte enthält:

Zählen einer Anzahl von Unterpixeln innerhalb
der verstärkten Bilddaten, die eine Leuchtdichte
größer als der erste Schwellenwert aufweisen,
und
Erlangen der Schrittweite aus einer Nachschla-
getabelle in Abhängigkeit von der gezählten An-
zahl.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, ferner die Schrit-
te enthaltend:

Zählen einer Anzahl von Unterpixeln innerhalb
des Rahmens der Bilddaten, die eine Leucht-
dichte unterhalb eines zweiten Schwellenwer-
tes aufweisen, und
Verwenden der gezählten Anzahl, um einen
Versatzwert zu bestimmen, der von den Unter-
pixeln innerhalb des Rahmens der Bilddaten zu
subtrahieren ist.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Filter
ein 8-Abgriff-1D-Raumfilter ist, das auf Pixel mit ei-
ner Leuchtdichte größer als ein dritter Schwellenwert
angewendet wird.

9. Anzeigetreiber, umfassend:

einen Eingang zum Empfangen eines Rahmens
von Bilddaten;
eine Schaltung (130; 330) zum Bestimmen ei-
nes Verstärkungsfaktors in Abhängigkeit von ei-
ner Anzahl von Unterpixeln innerhalb des Rah-
mens von Bilddaten, die eine Leuchtdichte ober-
halb eines ersten Schwellenwertes aufweisen;
und
eine Bildverarbeitungsschaltung (110, 310) zum
Verstärken der Bilddaten mittels des Verstär-
kungsfaktors;
und ferner gekennzeichnet durch:

eine Filterschaltung (140, 340) zum Filtern
der Bilddaten mit einem Filter, das geeignet
ist, Bereiche mit vielen benachbarten hellen
Pixeln zu erkennen; und
eine Schaltung (110, 365) zum Korrigieren
der verstärkten Bilddaten unter Verwen-
dung der gefilterten Bilddaten, so dass die
Verstärkung lokal in diesen Bereichen re-
duziert wird.

10. Anzeigevorrichtung, die einen Anzeigetreiber nach
Anspruch 9 enthält.

11. Anzeigevorrichtung nach Anspruch 10, die ferner ei-
ne LCD-Tafel (160, 360) und ein Hintergrundbe-
leuchtungssystem (170, 370) enthält, wobei der An-
zeigetreiber so eingerichtet ist, dass er die Intensität
der Hintergrundbeleuchtung (170, 370) in Abhängig-
keit vom Verstärkungsfaktor steuert.

12. Computerprogramm, das bei Ausführung auf einem
Computer die Schritte des Verfahrens nach irgend-
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8 ausführt.
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Revendications

1. Procédé de traitement de données images destiné
à un dispositif de visualisation, comprenant les éta-
pes consistant à :

a) recevoir une trame des données images ;
b) déterminer un facteur de gain dépendant d’un
certain nombre de sous-pixels à l’intérieur de
ladite trame de données images présentant une
luminance supérieure à une première valeur de
seuil, et
c) amplifier les données images par ledit facteur
de gain ;

caractérisé par le fait de filtrer les données images
avec un filtre approprié pour détecter des zones
comportant de nombreux pixels brillants adjacents,
et de corriger les données images amplifiées en uti-
lisant les données images filtrées de telle sorte que
le gain soit réduit localement.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le dis-
positif de visualisation est un dispositif à cristaux li-
quides (LCD) rétro-éclairé, comportant, de plus,
l’étape consistant à :

- réduire l’intensité du rétro-éclairage (170, 370)
dudit dispositif LCD rétro-éclairé, d’une quantité
correspondant au facteur de gain.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
l’étape b) inclut de :

- générer un histogramme de luminance pour la
trame des données images, le facteur de gain
étant déterminé par le nombre de sous-pixels
dans des compartiments de l’histogramme qui
correspondent à des valeurs de luminance su-
périeures à la première valeur de seuil.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, dans lequel lesdits
compartiments de l’histogramme sont pondérés en
fonction de leur valeur de luminance correspondan-
te.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2 dans lequel
le facteur de gain est ajusté étape par étape en ré-
pétant les étapes b) et c) jusqu’à ce qu’un facteur de
gain optimal soit atteint.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le fac-
teur de gain est ajusté par un pas d’étape variable,
et dans lequel l’étape b) inclut les étapes supplé-
mentaires consistant à :

- compter un nombre de sous-pixels dans les
données images amplifiées présentant une lu-

minance supérieure à la première valeur de
seuil, et
- obtenir le pas d’étape à partir d’une table de
consultation, en fonction du nombre compté.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comportant,
de plus, les étapes consistant à :

- compter un nombre de sous-pixels à l’intérieur
de ladite trame de données images présentant
une luminance inférieure à une deuxième valeur
de seuil, et
- utiliser le nombre compté en vue de déterminer
une valeur de décalage à soustraire des sous-
pixels à l’intérieur de la trame des données ima-
ges.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
le filtre est un filtre spatial 1 D à 8 connexions agis-
sant sur des pixels présentant une luminance supé-
rieure à une troisième valeur de seuil.

9. Commande de visualisation, comprenant :

- une entrée pour recevoir une trame de don-
nées images ;
- un circuit (130 ; 330) pour déterminer un fac-
teur de gain en fonction d’un nombre de sous-
pixels à l’intérieur de ladite trame de données
images présentant une luminance supérieure à
une première valeur de seuil ; et
- un circuit de traitement d’images (110, 310)
pour amplifier les données images dudit facteur
de gain, et

caractérisé en ce qu’elle comporte, de plus :

- un circuit de filtrage (140, 340) pour filtrer les
données images au moyen d’un filtre approprié
pour détecter des zones présentant de nom-
breux pixels brillants adjacents : et
- un circuit (110, 365) pour corriger les données
images amplifiées en utilisant les données ima-
ges filtrées de telle sorte que le gain soit réduit
localement dans ces zones.

10. Dispositif de visualisation comprenant une comman-
de de visualisation selon la revendication 9.

11. Dispositif de visualisation selon la revendication 10,
comportant, de plus, un écran LCD (160, 360) et un
système de rétro-éclairage (170, 370), dans lequel
la commande de visualisation est adaptée pour com-
mander l’intensité du rétro-éclairage (170, 370) en
fonction du facteur de gain.

12. Programme informatique lorsqu’il fonctionne sur un
ordinateur pour exécuter les étapes du procédé se-
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lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8.
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