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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to devices and
methods for controlling multiple DMA tasks.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The complexity of integrated circuits has dra-
matically increased during the last decade. System-on-
chip and other multiple-core integrated circuits are being
developed in order to support various applications such
as but not limited to multimedia applications, real time
applications and the like.
[0003] Modern integrated circuits are capable of exe-
cuting a large amount of tasks substantially in parallel.
Some of these tasks require to transfer relatively large
amounts of data between memory mapped devices. Mul-
tiple channel Direct Memory Access (DMA) controller can
manage multiple data transfers while reducing the load
from the integrated circuit cores (processors). Neverthe-
less, DMA controllers can still load these cores by issuing
an interrupt whenever certain DMA tasks are completed.
[0004] The following patents and patent applications
describe various DMA controllers: U.S. patent 6738881
of Olivier et al, U.S. patent 6122679 of Wunderlich, U.S.
patent 5450551 of Amini et al., U.S. patent 6728795 of
Farazmandnia et al., U.S. patent 4502117 of Kihara, U.S.
patent 4556952 of Brewer et al., U.S. patent 5838993 of
Riley at el., U.S. patents 5692216, 5603050 and 5884095
of Wolford et al., U.S. patent 6298396 of Loyer et al.,
U.S. patent 6542940 of Morrison et al., U.S. patent
6041060 of Leichty et al., U.S. patent applications serial
number 2004/0073721A1 of Goff et al, U.S. patent ap-
plications serial number 20040037156A1 of Takashi et
al., U.S. patent application publication number
2004021618A1 of Cheung, Japanese patent publication
number JP07168741A2 of Hedeki et al., Japanese patent
publication number JP06187284A2 of Masahiko, Japa-
nese patent application publication number
JP2004252533A2 of Yoshihiro, Japanese patent publi-
cation number JP04324755A2 of Tadayoshi et al., Jap-
anese patent application publication number
JP2004013395A2 of Hiroyuki, Japanese patent applica-
tion publication number JP08249267A2 of Tetsuya, Jap-
anese patent publication number JP02048757A2 of Kat-
suyuki et al., and PCT patent application publication
number WO2005/013084 of Simon et al..
[0005] EP 1 503 292 discloses a DMA controller con-
trolling multiple DMA channels each having multiple DMA
tasks. Each task has an associated descriptor. Each
channel has an associated timing parameter. The con-
troller cycles through the channels.
[0006] Due to the complexity of DMA tasks, and the
large amount of DMA tasks developers spent many re-
sources in defining the priority of each DMA task. These
priorities can be tailored to specific programs.

[0007] There is a need to provide efficient devices and
methods for controlling multiple DMA tasks

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

[0008] A device and a method for devices and methods
for controlling multiple DMA tasks, as described in the
accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The present invention will be understood and
appreciated more fully from the following detailed de-
scription taken in conjunction with the drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a device, according to an embodi-
ment of the invention;
FIG. 2 illustrates a DMA controller, according to an
embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 3 illustrates a bus interface, according to an
embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 4 illustrates various registers of file register, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 5 illustrates a buffer descriptor table according
to an embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 6 illustrates a four-dimensional buffer, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 7 illustrates a DMA channel and a selected DMA
channel logic, according to an embodiment of the
invention;
FIG. 8 illustrates various buffers that are involved in
a exemplary data transfer operation, according to an
embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 9 is a flow chart of a method for arbitrating be-
tween multiple DMA task requests, according to an
embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 10 is a flow chart of a method for controlling an
execution of a first DMA task, according to an em-
bodiment of the invention;
FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method for executing a
DMA task, according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion; and
FIG. 12 is a flow chart of a method for controlling
multiple DMA tasks, according to an embodiment of
the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0010] The following figures illustrate exemplary em-
bodiments of the invention. They are not intended to limit
the scope of the invention but rather assist in understand-
ing some of the embodiments of the invention. It is further
noted that all the figures are out of scale.
[0011] A DMA task includes a transfer of information
from one location to another. A DMA task may require
many DMA transactions. The number of DMA transaction
per DMA task is responsive to the relationship between
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the overall size of data that should be transferred during
a DMA task and the size of data that can be transferred
during a single DMA transaction. It is further noted that
the number of DMA transactions can be responsive to
the success of the DMA transactions, as failed DMA
transactions can be followed by re-transmission of the
data that was supposed to be transferred during the failed
DMA transaction.
[0012] A single DMA task can include multiple DMA
sub-tasks. A single DMA sub-task can include require
multiple DMA transactions. A DMA sub-task is associat-
ed with writing to (or reading from) a single dimension of
a multidimensional buffer.
[0013] A cyclic DMA task can include multiple DMA
task iterations. Each cyclic DMA task operation can in-
clude multiple DMA transactions and can include multiple
DMA sub-tasks. A DMA iteration can be regarded as a
DMA task that is repeated unless it is masked, frozen,
disabled or otherwise halted.
[0014] A multidimensional buffer include multiple buff-
er segments that are linked to each other. The segments
can form a consecutive address range but is not neces-
sarily so.
[0015] A buffer usually is associated with multiple logic
components, such as registers. A multidimensional buff-
er requires less logic than a set of independent buffers
(while each of these buffers corresponds to a single di-
mension of the multidimensional buffer). Conveniently,
a multidimensional buffer includes multiple memory seg-
ments. The amount of memory segments is defined by
size information of each dimension. The size information
of a certain dimension represents the ratio between the
size of the pervious dimension and a current dimension.
For example, if the first dimension includes Z basic mem-
ory segments, and a size information of the second di-
mension is Y then the dual dimension buffer includes (Z
x Y) memory segments.
[0016] According to an embodiment of the invention
multiple DMA tasks can be cyclic time based DMA tasks.
A cyclic time based DMA task is a DMA task that is re-
petitive but its repetition rate is limited by a DMA task
execution period. Conveniently only a single cyclic time
based DMA task should be executed during a single DMA
task execution period.
[0017] According to an embodiment of the invention a
large amount of DMA tasks can be defined as cyclic time
based DMA tasks, thus reducing the complexity of the
preprogramming of the DMA controller. Also, using cyclic
time based DMA tasks prevents to program the DMA
controller each cycle.
[0018] Conveniently, a device (such as device 90 of
FIG. 1) is provided. The device includes at least one
memory unit and a DMA controller that is adapted to ac-
cess the memory unit. The device 90 is adapted to im-
plement multidimensional buffers within the at least one
memory unit. The device include as DMA controller 100
that is adapted to execute multiple DMA sub-tasks,
wherein the execution comprises jumping between buff-

ers at inter-buffer jumping points; and wherein the inter-
buffer jumping points are defined at substantially an end
of one or more dimensions of each multidimensional buff-
er out of a plurality of multidimensional buffers.
[0019] Conveniently, a device (such as device 90 of
FIG. 1) is provided. The device 90 include one or more
memory units (such as memory units 93, 94 of FIG. 1).
The device 90 also includes a DMA controller 100 that
is adapted to: (i) access at least one buffer descriptor out
of multiple buffer descriptors defined for each of a plurality
of DMA channel, wherein at least two buffer descriptors
comprise timing information that controls an execution
of cyclic time based DMA tasks; (ii) receive multiple DMA
task requests, (iii) select a DMA task request out of the
multiple DMA task requests, and (iv) execute a DMA task
or a DMA task iteration and update a buffer descriptor
associated with the selected DMA task request to reflect
the execution.
[0020] The following description describes various
counters. Those of skill in the art will appreciate that count
up as well as count down counters can be used without
departing from the scope of the invention. Accordingly,
a counter increment operation can be replaced by a coun-
ter decrement operation.
[0021] The following FIGs., for purposes of clarity, do
not include certain details which persons of skill in the
art understand are required in an actual system. For ex-
ample, some control paths and power supply paths are
not shown. These will be apparent from the further de-
scription below. In general, there are many possible ways
to implement the logical functions of system 90 and DMA
controller 100 in hardware and the figures are only in-
tended for purposes of illustration. Persons of skill in the
art will understand how to implement system 90 and es-
pecially DMA controller 100 based on the description
herein.
[0022] FIG. 1 illustrates a system 90, according to an
embodiment of the invention. System 90 includes DMA
controller 100 as well as additional components.
[0023] Conveniently, device 90 has a first DMA task
controlling capabilities. It includes a memory unit and a
DMA controller that is adapted to monitor an execution
of the first DMA task that involves an access to the mem-
ory unit, and to perform a first possible timing violation
responsive operation if the first DMA task was not com-
pleted during a first DMA task execution sub-interval.
[0024] DMA controller 100 can be connected to multi-
ple memory mapped components and can be a part of
various system on chip systems. The inventors used a
thirty two channel DMA controller 100, but the number
of DMA channels can be altered. Multiple registers and
logic are associated with each DMA channel. Conven-
iently, multiple components such as but not limited to
peripherals, cores and memory units can be connected
to the DMA controller 100. Conveniently, the DMA con-
troller can dynamically select which components to serv-
ice. Thus the mere connection between the DMAS con-
troller and a component does not necessarily mean that
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that a DMA channel is allocated to that component.
[0025] Bus 91 is connected to the DMA controller 100,
bus media access controller (denoted MAC) 98, multiple
cores 92, multiple memory units 94, external high level
memory interface 95, and communication ports such as
Ethernet port 97 and PCI 99. In addition, multiple (M)
peripherals 96, are connected to the DMA controller 100.
[0026] It is noted that different ports of the DMA con-
troller 100 can be connected to different buses, and that
bus 91 can be replaced by multiple busses, each con-
veniently having its own MAC.
[0027] System 90 includes multiple memory units, in-
cluding internal memory units (not shown) within the DMA
controller 100. Various information can be stored in var-
ious memory units. Conveniently, buffer descriptors
stored in memory units 94. It is noted that at least one
buffer descriptor can be stored within the DMA controller
100 itself, but this is not necessarily so. The buffers that
are pointer by the buffer descriptors can be implemented
within memory units 94 or the external high level memory
unit 93.
[0028] The buffer descriptors are programmed in ad-
vance and include information that controls the DMA
tasks.
[0029] FIG. 2 illustrates a DMA controller 100, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.
[0030] DMA controller 100 includes two I/O ports 172
and 174, I/O port interface 160, bus interface 140, mul-
tiple FIFOs 150, PRAM 130, DMA logic 120, channel
logic and arbiter 110 and a register file 200.
[0031] The DMA logic 120 is connected to the bus in-
terface 140, channel logic and arbiter 110, register file
200, a parametric RAM (PRAM) 130 and FIFOs 150. The
PRAM 130 is connected to the bus interface 140 and to
the channel logic and arbiter 110. The register file 200 is
connected to the channel logic and arbiter 110. The FIF-
Os 150 are connected to the bus interface 140. I/O port
interface 160 is connected to I/O ports 172 and 174, and
to the bus interface 140.
[0032] It is noted that DMA controller 100 can include
a bus interface and/or an I/O port interface for each I/O
port, but for simplicity of explanation only one I/O port
interface 160 and a single bus interface 140 are illustrat-
ed.
[0033] The two I/O ports 172 and 174 are connected
to bus 176 that in turn is connected to external memory
units such as memory units 94. The dual I/O ports facil-
itate an execution of two DMA tasks in parallel. It is noted
that the amount of I/O ports can differ from two.
[0034] Memory units 94 store buffer descriptors and
are also used to implement buffers. These buffers can
include single dimensional buffers or multidimensional
buffers. Multidimensional buffers include multiple ad-
dress ranges that are linked to each other. It is noted that
the buffer descriptors can be stored in one or more mem-
ory units while one or more other memory units are used
to implement the buffers. The buffer descriptors define
various characteristics of the DMA tasks, such as the

location of a buffer, the remaining data to be transferred
in order to complete a DMA task or a DMA sub-task (said
size also referred to as residual size), the number of buff-
er dimensions, timing of the DMA tasks, operations to
perform once the DMA task ends and/or the buffer is full
or empty, and the like.
[0035] For example, the buffer descriptor can include
instructions or control information that cause the DMA
controller to perform one of the following operations once
the buffer is full: (i) shut down the DMA channel (for ex-
ample by preventing that DMA channel to send DMA task
requests to the arbiter), (ii) reinitialize (thus implementing
a cyclic buffer), (iii) reinitialize once a certain re-write pe-
riod expires (thus implementing a time-based cyclic buff-
er), (iv) reinstall the buffer size (thus implementing an
incremental buffer), or (v) switch to another buffer (thus
implementing a chained buffer), and the like.
[0036] Conveniently, the buffer descriptors are defined
by a user or by another entity and are stored in one or
more memory units 94. Each DMA channel can be as-
sociated with multiple buffer descriptors. These buffer
descriptors can be arranged in various manners, such
as but not limited to buffer descriptor tables (BDT). Each
DMA channel can be associated with a unique BDT.
[0037] Various data retrieval methods can be applied
in relation to the buffer descriptors. Conveniently, at the
first time a certain DMA task request is selected by the
arbiter, the associated buffer descriptor is retrieved from
the memory units 94. The buffer descriptor is then stored
in the PRAM 130, updated by the DMA controller 100,
and eventually written back to the memory units 94. Said
write back operation can occur when the DMA task ends,
but this is not necessarily so.
[0038] The channel logic and arbiter 110 includes an
interface 420 and an arbiter 410. It receives DMA task
requests from various memory-managed components,
such as but not limited to peripherals 96, and performs
an arbitration sequence to select one out of these DMA
task requests.
[0039] The interface 420 can be adapted to check
whether a DMA task can be serviced (if the associated
DMA task request wins the arbitration session) before
sending the DMA task request to the arbiter 410. This
check can involve determining whether the DMA channel
is enable, not frozen, the I/O port can be serviced, and/or
whether the DMA task request is not temporarily masked,
and the like.
[0040] A DMA task request can be temporarily masked
if, for example, a certain DMA task is time-based cyclic
DMA task and if during a predefined DMA task period a
previous DMA task was executed.
[0041] According to an embodiment of the invention
the arbiter 410 is adapted to select a DMA task request
out of the multiple DMA task requests in response to tim-
ing deadlines associated with the DMA tasks. Conven-
iently, the arbiter 410 is adapted to select between DMA
task requests associated with substantially same timing
deadlines in response to predefined priority.
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[0042] Conveniently, the arbiter 410 is adapted to se-
lect between DMA task requests associated with sub-
stantially same timing deadlines by applying a timing in-
different arbitration scheme. Such an arbitration scheme
is not responsive to the timing deadline and can include
any of the well known prior art arbitration schemes such
as round robin, weighted round robin, fixed priority, dy-
namically assigned priority, weighted fair queuing, low
latency queuing, and the like. The dynamically assigned
priority can change a priority of the DMA requests each
one or more arbitration cycle. At least some of these ar-
bitration schemes can limit the amount of bandwidth con-
sumed by a certain DMA channel.
[0043] Conveniently, the arbiter 410 is adapted to se-
lect a DMA task in response to at least one available
bandwidth parameter (ABP). The available bandwidth
parameter can be the number of devices that are con-
nected to a bus that is also connected to the DMA con-
troller 100, the bus bandwidth, the state of that bus
(whether the bus is busy), and the like. According to an
embodiment of the invention the arbiter ignores DMA task
requests that can not be executed once the arbitration
ends. For example, some DMA tasks require that a bus
is not busy and that a data recipient is available. If these
conditions are not fulfilled the arbiter 410 can ignore a
DMA request that involves transferring data over the busy
bus and/or to a busy data recipient.
[0044] Conveniently, the arbiter 410 is adapted to se-
lect a DAM task in response to at least one requested
bandwidth parameter (RBP). The requested bandwidth
parameter can be the number of data transfer operations
that are required for completing the DMA task, the size
of data that is transferred during each data transfer, and
the like.
[0045] According to an embodiment of the invention
the arbiter 410 can select a DMA task in response to one
or more RBP and one or more ABP.
[0046] According to an embodiment of the invention
each DMA task can be associated with one of the I/O
ports 172 and 174. In such a case the arbiter 410 can
perform two independent arbitrations sessions. The first
arbitration session selects a DMA task that is associated
with I/O port 172 while the other session selects a DMA
task that is associated with I/O port 174. Both arbitration
sessions can be executed in parallel.
[0047] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion the DMA tasks are not initially associated with certain
I/O ports. In this case the arbiter 410 can select two DMA
tasks and then the DMA controller 100 will decide which
the I/O ports that will service the DMA tasks.
[0048] According to an embodiment of the invention
the arbitration process includes two stages. During the
first stage the arbiter 410 sorts the DMA tasks to prede-
fined timing deadlines ranges. Then, is selects between
the DMA tasks that are associated with the shortest tim-
ing deadline range. The inventors used an eight-bit timing
deadline value and four timing deadline ranges (zero and
one), (two to seven), (eight to sixty three) and (sixty four

to two hundred and fifty five), but other ranges can be
defined.
[0049] The DMA controller 100 include multiple FIFOs
150. Conveniently one FIFO is allocated to each DMA
channel. The status of the FIFOs can be provided to the
DMA logic 120 that can, in response to the status, send
one or more DMA requests to the channel logic and ar-
biter 110. For example, is a certain FIFO is empty the
DMA logic 120 can decide to fill it (by performing write
operations) and when it is full is can decide to empty it
(by performing read operations). The channel logic and
arbiter 110 can decide to arbitrate between the DMA
tasks or temporarily ignore them in response to the DMA
channel status (frozen, disabled, defrosted, enabled), the
I/O port availability, the current capability of a component
associated with the DMA channel to participate in a DMA
transfer and the like.
[0050] It was previously mentioned that a DMA task
request does not enter the arbitration session if the I/O
port that should be used during the DMA task is busy. It
is noted that various parts of the DMA controller can per-
form this check. According to another embodiment of the
invention the status of the I/O port is not checked and if
such a DMA task request wins the arbitration session it
can be stored within an internal queue of the DMA con-
troller 100, be ignored or temporarily ignored.
[0051] FIG. 3 illustrates bus interface 140, according
to an embodiment of the invention. The bus interface 140
includes a DMA task request sample unit (RSU) 142, a
write FIFO 144, a read FIFO 146 and a task manager
148. The RSU 142 samples DMA task requests provided
by the DMA logic 120 and sends them to the I/O port
interface 160.
[0052] The RSU 142 samples the DMA task requests
sent by the DMA logic. Once a DMA task request is de-
tected it is sent to the I/O port interface 160. If the I/O
port associated with the DMA task request is not busy
then the request is serviced. Conveniently, the request
is serviced after one clock cycle, but this is not necessarily
so.
[0053] If the I/O port associated with the DMA task re-
quest is busy the RSU 142 can send a RSU-busy signal
to the DMA logic 120. Conveniently, the DMA task re-
quest is stored in a queue of the task manager 148, until
it is serviced.
[0054] The task manager 148 includes a queue that
can store few (such as eight) DMA task requests. Once
the queue of the task manager 148 is full it sends a task-
manager-busy indication signal to the DMA logic in order
to temporarily block new requests from the DMA logic. It
is noted that a queue can be allocated to each I/O port.
[0055] The bus interface 140 includes an internal read
FIFO 146 and write FIFO 148. These FIFOs relax timing
constraints and provide a pipelined structure for read and
write operation through the I/O port interface 160 and I/O
ports 172 and 174.
[0056] FIG. 4 illustrates various registers of file register
200, according to an embodiment of the invention.
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[0057] According to an embodiment of the invention
the file register 200 includes one or more shadow regis-
ters. A shadow register is associated with a correspond-
ing register and can allow to update the content of that
register even when the register is being utilized.
[0058] File register 200 includes multiple programma-
ble registers, such as DMA buffer descriptor base regis-
ters, DMA channel configuration registers, DMA global
configuration register 220, DMA channel enable register
230, DMA channel disable register 232, DMA channel
freeze register 234, DMA channel defrost register 236,
DMA EDF resisters, DMA EDF mask register 250, DMA
EDF status register 254, DMA error register 260, as well
as various debug registers, profiling registers, additional
status registers and update registers.
[0059] Each DMA channel is associated with a buffer
descriptor table (BDT). The BDT includes multiple buffer
descriptors. Each DMA channel has a DMA buffer de-
scriptor base register, such as register 202 that stores
the base address of the buffer descriptor table of that
DMA channel.
[0060] Each DMA channel is associated with a DMA
channel configuration register, such as DMA channel
configuration register 210. It includes the following fields:
DMA channel active (ACTV) field 212, source I/O port
(SPRT) field 213, destination I/O port (DPRT) field 214,
source multidimensional (SMDC) field 215, destination
multidimensional (DMDC) field 216, source BDT pointer
217, destination BDT pointer 218, round robin priority
group (RRPG) field 219. In addition these registers can
include fields such as source/destination latency or utili-
zation optimization scheme, and the like.
[0061] ACTV 212 indicates if the DMA channel is active
or not. SPRT 213 indicates the source I/O port, and DPRT
214 indicates the destination I/O port. SMDC 215 indi-
cates if the source buffer is a multidimensional buffer.
DMDC 216 indicates if the destination buffer is a multi-
dimensional buffer.
[0062] The source BDT pointer 217 includes an offset
within a BDT to the source buffer descriptor. The desti-
nation BDT pointer 218 includes an offset within a BDT
to the destination buffer descriptor. The address of a se-
lected buffer descriptor is calculated from the buffer de-
scriptor base address and the offset.
[0063] The RRPG 219 indicates the priority of the DMA
channel in a round robin arbitration scheme.
[0064] DMA global configuration register 220 includes
various fields such as internal or external buffer descrip-
tor enable field 222, arbitration type field 224, and the
like. The arbitration type field is configured such as to
select between multiple available arbitration schemes.
These arbitration schemes can include, for example, tim-
ing deadlines based arbitration scheme, timing deadline
indifferent arbitration scheme, and/or a combination of
both.
[0065] The DMA channel enable register 230 includes
multiple bits. Each set bit indicates that the associated
DMA channel is enabled. Reset bits are ignored. The

DMA channel disable register 232 includes a bit for each
DMA channel. If that bit is set then the DMA channel is
disabled. Reset bits are ignored. DMA channel freeze
register 234 includes a bit for each DMA channel. If that
bit is set then the DMA channel is frozen. The difference
between a frozen DMA channel and a disabled DMA
channel is that the requests of a frozen DMA channel are
considered but not serviced while requests of a disabled
DMA channel are ignored. The DMA channel settings of
a frozen DMA channel are not changed and remain valid.
The DMA channel defrost register 236 includes a bit for
each DMA channel. If that bit is set then the DMA channel
is defrosted- it exits the freeze status.
[0066] Each DMA channel is associated with a DMA
EDF register, such as DMA EDF resister 240. It includes
three timing fields. The first timing field is referred to as
current counter field 242 and it stores the current value
(current time) of a timing counter that is associated with
the DMA channel. The second timing field in referred to
as threshold field 244 and it stores a threshold value that
reflects the value of the timing counter when the DMA
task is due. The third timing field is referred to as base
counter field 246 and it is stores a base counter value
that is loaded to the counter when the timing counter is
initialized. The DMA task execution period conveniently
reflects the difference between the base counter value
and the threshold value. A timing deadline reflects the
difference between the current counter value and the
threshold value.
[0067] Conveniently once a DMA channel is disabled
the timing counter associated with that DMA channel
halts. When the DMA channel is enables the timing coun-
ter of that channel is reloaded with the base counter val-
ue.
[0068] DMA EDF mask register 250 includes multiple
bits that can either enable or mask a generation of an
interrupt request once a timing deadline occurs or is
about to occur. According to an embodiment of the in-
vention an occurrence of a possible timing violation can
be indicated if a certain DMA task was not completed
within a predefined sub-period of a DMA task execution
period. The sub-period can be defined by a sub-period
threshold. Once this threshold is passed the DMA con-
troller 100 or another device (such as core 92) can per-
form at least one of the following operations: (i) delete
the DMA task, (ii) increase the priority of the DMA task,
(iii) force the execution of the DMA task, (iv) allow more
than a single DMA task to be executed during the next
DMA task execution period, if this is a cyclic time based
DMA task, (v) force the execution of one or more DMA
transactions, (vi) force the execution of one or more DMA
sub-task, and the like.
[0069] The DMA EDF status register 254 indicates
whether one or more timing violation violations occurred.
The DMA error register 260 includes multiple fields that
indicate the occurrence of various errors. These errors
can include various I/O port errors, address errors, PRAM
parity check failures, FIFO errors, timing violation errors,
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and the like.
[0070] FIG. 5 illustrates a buffer descriptor table 300
according to an embodiment of the invention.
[0071] Each DMA channel is associated with a buffer
descriptor table (BDT). BDT 300 is conveniently stored
within one or more memory units 94 and starts at a BTD
base address. BDT 300 includes a list of buffer descrip-
tors that can be associated with various DMA tasks of
the DMA channel. The BDT 300 is programmed in ad-
vance although it can be updated in various manners.
[0072] Conveniently, there are read buffer descriptors
and write buffer descriptors. Each of these buffer descrip-
tors can be a single dimensional buffer descriptor or a
multidimensional buffer descriptor.
[0073] BDT 300 includes multidimensional read buffer
descriptors collectively denoted 302 and multiple single
dimensional write buffer descriptors collectively denoted
304. It is noted that the read buffer descriptors can include
one or more single dimensional buffer descriptors and/or
one or more multidimensional buffer descriptors. The
write buffer descriptors can include one or more single
dimensional buffer descriptors and/or one or more mul-
tidimensional buffer descriptors.
[0074] It is noted that each BDT can include a large
number of buffer descriptors. The inventors used a DMA
controller that had up to one thousand and twenty four
single dimensional write buffer descriptors, but other
amount and types of buffer descriptors can be used. Con-
veniently if only a small amount of buffer descriptors are
used then these buffer descriptors can be stored within
the DMA controller 100.
[0075] A single dimensional buffer descriptor, such as
BD 310 includes four fields, BD_ADDR 312, BD_SIZE
314, BD_BSIZE 316 and BD_ATTR 320. Each field is
thirty two bits long. BD_ADDR 312 includes a pointer that
points to the current buffer entry. The pointer scans the
buffer and is incremented on every DMA transaction.
BD_SIZE 314 indicates the size of the remaining data to
be transferred in order to complete a DMA task or a DMA
sub-task. This value is decremented by a DMA transac-
tion size every time a DMA transaction is completed. Con-
veniently, a DMA task is completed when this field reach-
es zero. BD_BSIZE 308 stores the base size (aggregate
size of data to be transferred during the whole DMA task)
of the buffer.
[0076] BD_ATTR 320 includes the following fields: (i)
SST 321 that indicates whether to generate a masked
interrupt request when a DMA task ended, (ii) CYC 322
that indicates whether the buffer is cyclic or incremental,
(iii) CONT 323 that indicates whether to close the buffer
when BD_SIZE reaches zero, (iv) NPRT 324 that indi-
cates which I/O port to use during the next DMA task, (v)
NO_INC 325 that indicates whether to increment the buff-
ers address (usually by altering the buffer offset) after a
DMA task is completed, (vi) NBD 326 that selects the
buffer that will be used for the next DMA task, (vii) PP
328 that sets the buffers priority that can be taken into
account by MAC 98, (viii) TSZ 330 that indicates the max-

imal amount of data that can be transferred during a sin-
gle DMA task, (ix) RFZ 331 that indicates whether to
freeze a buffer once BD_SIZE reaches zero, (x) MR 332
that indicates whether to mask requests from the DMA
channel until the data sent by the DMA controller reaches
its destination, (xi) BTSZ 333 that indicates the DMA
transaction size, and (xii) EDF 327 that indicates, if timing
deadline based arbitration is selected, how to activate
the buffer once BD_SIZE reaches zero.
[0077] EDF 327 can indicate whether (a) the DMA
channel and the arbiter can continue to work normally (in
a continuous manner), (b) the EDF counter should be
loaded with the base counter value, or (c) the DMA task
requests of that DMA channel can be masked until a pre-
defined time period lapses from the start of the task (for
example the EDF counter reaches zero). Once the latter
occurs the counter is loaded with the base counter value.
[0078] For convenience of explanation a four dimen-
sional buffer and a four dimensional buffer descriptor 340
are illustrated. It is noted that a multidimensional buffer
can have two, three or more than four dimensions. A
DMA task of a four-dimensional buffer includes four DMA
sub-tasks.
[0079] The multidimensional buffer descriptor 340, in-
cludes the fields of the single dimensional buffer descrip-
tor as well as additional fields. It also includes more at-
tribute fields then the single dimensional buffer descrip-
tor.
[0080] When using a multidimensional buffer descrip-
tor each dimension (DMA sub-task) can be monitored
separately. Thus, instead a single value (BD_SIZE) that
indicates the remaining size of data to be transferred dur-
ing a DMA task, there are three additional counters that
count the remaining repetitions of first dimension (C2DIM
362), the remaining repetitions of the second dimension
(C3DIM 363) and the remaining repetitions of the third
dimension (C4DIM 364), such as to complete the second,
third and fourth dimensions. In addition, each additional
dimension has its own offset (instead of the single dimen-
sional BD_ADDR 312 field), and its repetition base count
(BC2DIM 272, BC3DIM 273 and BC4DIM 274) that indi-
cate the overall number of repetitions of each of the sec-
ond, third and fourth dimensions.
[0081] The additional attribute fields, in addition to
fields 321-327 belong to attribute field 320’ and include:
LAST 341, BD 342, SSTD 343, FRZD 344, CONTD 345,
and MRD 346.
[0082] LAST 341 indicates if the buffer is the last one
in a chain of chained buffers (and if so the DMA channel
is closed once the buffer is filled (write operation) or emp-
tied (read operation). BD 342 indicates the number (such
as four) of dimensions of the buffer. SSTD 343 indicates
whether a completion of the first, second, third or fourth
DMA sub-tasks will set a completion status bit. FRZD
344 indicates whether a completion of the first, second,
third of fourth DMA sub-task will cause the DMA controller
to freeze the DMA channel. CONTD 345 defines inter-
buffer jumping points by indicating when the DMA chan-
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nel will switch to the next buffer descriptor- after a com-
pletion of the first, second, third or fourth DMA sub-task.
CONTD 345 facilitates to switch buffers before the whole
DM task is completed. MRD 346 indicates when DMA
channel requests are masked.
[0083] FIG. 6 illustrates a four-dimensional buffer 350,
according to an embodiment of the invention.
[0084] Buffer 350 includes 128x256x128 memory seg-
ments of sixty four bytes. The offset between consecutive
memory segments that belong to the first dimension is
four hundred and forty-eight bytes. Thus, BD_BSIZE
equals sixty four, BC2DIM equals one hundred and twen-
ty eight, BC3DIM equals two hundred and fifty six, and
BC4DIM equals one hundred and twenty eight.
[0085] The whole buffer can include multiple inter-buff-
er jumping points that correspond to end points of various
dimensions. For example, a first set of possible inter-
buffer jumping points can be located at the end of each
memory segment (corresponding to the size of the first
dimension). A second set of possible inter-buffer jumping
points can be located each one hundred and twenty eight
memory segments (corresponding to the size of the first
dimension). A third set of possible inter-buffer jumping
points can be located each 32768 memory segments
(corresponding to the size of the third dimension).
[0086] Inter-buffer jumping points can be defined, for
example, at either one of these possible end points. The
selection between inter-buffer jumping points is respon-
sive to the value of CONTD 345. If, for example COND
equals one then the process jumps whenever a memory
segment is accessed. Thus, if there are multiple multidi-
mensional buffers such as 350 then the first dimension
of each of these buffers is accessed, then the second
dimension of each of these buffer is accesses, until all
dimensions are accessed. If, for example COND 345
equals two then the second set of inter-buffer jumping
points is selected.
[0087] It is noted that according to an embodiment of
the invention the jumping is responsive to a determination
to continue the DMA task. In some cases once a certain
inter-buffer point is reached device 90 determines wheth-
er to proceed in view of at least one parameters such as
the content of the received information, the success of
the pervious DMA sub-tasks, and the like.
[0088] If the four-dimensional buffer 350 is defined as
a cyclic buffer then the first memory segment is accessed
after the last memory segment is accessed.
[0089] FIG. 7 illustrates DMA channel logic 440 and
selected DMA channel logic 460, according to an em-
bodiment of the invention.
[0090] DMA controller 100 can manage multiple DMA
channels. For simplicity of explanation FIG. 7 illustrates
DMA channel logic 440 and selected DMA channel logic
460, that manage a single DMA channel.
[0091] DMA channel logic 440 is located within chan-
nel logic and arbiter 110. The channel logic and arbiter
110 includes such logic for each DMA channel.
[0092] Selected DMA channel logic 460 is located with-

in DMA logic 120. The DMA logic 120 includes a single
DMA channel logic 460 that manages the selected DMA
task requests. If, for example, the DMA controller 100 is
adapted to manage more than one DMA task at substan-
tially the same time it should include additional logics
such as logic 460. For example, if DMA controller 100 is
adapted to manage one DMA task per I/O port (172 and
174) then it should include two selected DMA channel
logics.
[0093] DMA channel logic 440 includes a timing coun-
ter unit 442, and additional channel logic 448.
[0094] The timing counter unit 442 includes at least
one timing counter, such as timing counter 444 that
counts time that passed from various events, such as (i)
a beginning of an execution of a DMA task, DMA sub-
task or DMA transaction, (ii) a reception of a DMA task
request, (iii) as election of a DMA task request, and the
like.
[0095] Timing counter 444 can be sampled and reload-
ed by the additional channel logic 448. In addition, the
additional channel logic 444 can allow DMA task requests
to be sent to the channel logic and arbiter 110 only if
these DMA task requests are valid and/or can be serviced
by the I/O port. In order to perform this task the additional
channel logic 448 accesses various field in register file
200 and can conveniently access the buffer descriptors.
For example, it accesses the DMA channel enable reg-
ister 230, the DMA channel disable register 232, the DMA
channel freeze register 234 and the like. A DMA task
request that is received ay a peripheral device or other
memory mapped device and/or a request initiated by a
FIFO out of FIFOs 150 can be masked by the additional
channel logic 448 or can be provided to the arbiter 410.
[0096] According to an embodiment of the invention
the additional channel logic 448 can detect a possible
timing violation (and send a possible timing violation sig-
nal) by checking whether a DMA task was completed
before the counter reaches a predefined value that indi-
cates that the DMA task execution sub-interval has
passed. The DMA task execution sub-interval can be in-
cluded within the buffer file 200 or within a buffer descrip-
tor. The signal can be sent to various components of
device 90, including core 92 or to another portion of DMA
controller 100.
[0097] The additional channel logic 448 can receive
an indication from the selected DMA channel logic 420
or from a buffer descriptor that the DMA task was com-
pleted.
[0098] Selected DMA channel logic 460 manages the
selected DMA task or sub-task. It accesses the buffer
descriptor of the selected DMA task and performs various
operations such as address calculation, determining
when a DMA task or DMA task has ended, deciding when
to perform an inter-buffer jump, and the like.
[0099] Selected DMA channel logic 460 includes at
least one progress counter 462. The progress counter
462 is loaded with a base address once the DMA task
begins and is decremented by the remaining size of data
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to be transferred during the DMA task or DMA sub-task
by the DMA transaction size, when such a DMA trans-
action is completed. Once a DMA task or DMA sub-task
ends the updated buffer descriptor is sent back to the
PRAM 130 and to memory unit 94.
[0100] Conveniently, when managing a multidimen-
sional buffer multiple counters should be used in order
to count the repetition of each dimension.
[0101] Selected DMA channel logic 460 also includes
an address calculation unit 464 that receive various ad-
dresses and uses these address to access selected en-
tries of a buffer (pointed by the buffer descriptor), perform
jump operations, and the like.
[0102] FIG. 8 illustrates various buffers 70, 71, 72, 73,
75 and 75 that are involved in a exemplary data transfer
operation, according to an embodiment of the invention.
[0103] Buffers 71 and 72 stores a source image while
registers 72 and 73 store a reference image. Data from
both images is required when the source image is proc-
essed by encoding and/or compression.
[0104] Buffers 70 and 71 are the source buffers, buff-
ers 72 and 73 are reference buffers, and buffers 74 and
75 are destination buffers. Each one of buffers 71 and
72 is a three-dimensional buffer.
[0105] The first dimension of buffer 71 includes a mem-
ory segment denoted S1. The second dimension of buffer
71 includes memory segments S1 and S2. The third di-
mension of buffer 71 includes fifty memory segments de-
noted S1-S50.
[0106] The first dimension of buffer 72 includes a mem-
ory segment denoted S51. The second dimension of buff-
er 72 includes memory segments S51 and S52. The third
dimension of buffer 72 includes fifty memory segments
denoted S51-S100.
[0107] The first dimension of buffer 73 includes a mem-
ory segment denoted R1. The second dimension of buffer
73 includes memory segments R1 and R2. The third di-
mension of buffer 73 includes fifty memory segments de-
noted R1-R50.
[0108] The first dimension of buffer 74 includes a mem-
ory segment denoted R51. The second dimension of buff-
er 74 includes memory segments R51 and R52. The third
dimension of buffer 74 includes fifty memory segments
denoted R51-R100.
[0109] The DMA controller 100 performs an inter-buff-
er jumping whenever it completes to read the second
dimension of each buffer. Thus, after forty-eight jumps it
completes reading buffers 71 and 72.
[0110] The result of the inter-buffer jumps the buffers
stores the image data in a manner that eases the
processing of the video frames. Thus, register 74 stores
the following memory segments : S1, S2, S51, S52, S3,
S4, S53, S54...S100 and register 75 stores the following
memory segments: R1, R2, R51, R52, R3, R4, R53,
R54...R100.
[0111] The following FIGs. Are flow charts of various
methods according to various embodiments of the inven-
tion. These methods are conveniently performed by sys-

tem 90 of the present invention. References to various
components of system 90 and especially of DMA con-
troller 90 are provided only for convenience of explana-
tion. Those of skill in the art, are able, based on the de-
scription herein, to apply method also to other systems
[0112] Conveniently, stages of the various method can
be combined, a stage of a certain method can be exe-
cuted by applying one or more stages of another method.
Some of these combinations are specifically described
in the following description, but this is just for convenience
of explanation.
[0113] FIG. 9 is a flow chart of a method 500 for arbi-
trating between multiple DMA task requests, according
to an embodiment of the invention.
[0114] Method 500 starts by optional stage 505 of de-
fining timing deadlines ranges. The timing deadline rang-
es can be equal to each other but this is no necessarily
so. The inventors used four timing deadline ranges that
had different lengths.
[0115] Stage 505 is followed by stage 510 of receiving
multiple DMA task requests. Conveniently, these DMA
tasks requests are received at the channel logic and ar-
biter 110 from enabled DMA channels. The requests can
be sampled during an arbitration cycle. Each DMA task
request is described by a predefined buffer descriptor
within the DMA channels BDT.
[0116] Stage 510 is followed by stage 520 of selecting
a DMA task request out of the multiple DMA task requests
in response to timing deadlines associated with the DMA
tasks. The selection may be applied by arbiter 410.
[0117] According to an embodiment of the invention
stage 520 includes selecting between DMA task requests
associated with substantially same timing deadlines in
response to predefined priority. This priority can be fixed
or can dynamically change.
[0118] According to an embodiment of the invention
the selection can include applying a timing deadline in-
different arbitration scheme.
[0119] Conveniently, stage 520 is responsive to at
least one available bandwidth parameter and/or to at
least one requested bandwidth parameter.
[0120] Conveniently, at least one DMA task is a repet-
itive task, and even a cyclic time based DMA task.
[0121] According to an embodiment of the invention
stage 520 includes selecting between multiple DMA task
requests that are associated with timing deadlines that
belong to one (or more) timing deadline range. Conven-
iently, method 500 searches a range that is not empty
and includes the shortest timing deadlines. If this range
includes more than one DMA task request then method
500 selects one of these DMA task requests.
[0122] Conveniently, each DMA task request is asso-
ciated with a certain I/O port. In such a case the method
can perform an arbitration sequence for each port. The
different arbitration schemes can be executed in parallel.
[0123] Conveniently, at least one DMA task involves
retrieving information from (or to) a multidimensional buff-
er.
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[0124] Conveniently, method 500 further includes
monitoring the execution of the DMA tasks.
[0125] Conveniently, method 500 includes stage 530
of generating an interrupt request in response to a pos-
sible timing deadline violation. It is noted that various
stages of methods 600, 700 and/or 800 can be applied
during the execution of that DMA task.
[0126] It is noted that method 500 can include a stage
(not shown) of selecting another arbitration scheme such
as a timing deadline indifferent arbitration mechanism.
[0127] FIG. 10 is a flow chart of a method 600 for con-
trolling an execution of a first DMA task, according to an
embodiment of the invention.
[0128] According to an embodiment of the invention a
core load is reduced by not generating an interrupt re-
quest once a DMA task was successfully completed.
[0129] Method 600 starts by stage 610 of defining a
first DMA task execution interval and a first DMA task
execution sub-interval. Conveniently these definitions
are stored within one or more buffer descriptors.
[0130] Stage 610 is followed by stage 620 of selecting
the first DMA task request between multiple DMA task
requests, wherein the selection is responsive to a priority
of the first DMA request. The selection can involve ap-
plying one or more stages of method 500.
[0131] Stage 620 is followed by stage 650 of monitor-
ing an execution of the first DMA task.
[0132] Stage 650 is followed by stage 660 of perform-
ing a first possible timing violation responsive operation
if the first DMA task was not completed during the first
DMA task execution sub-interval.
[0133] According to various embodiments of the inven-
tion the method 600 can be applied to multiple DMA
tasks. For example, method 600 can include defining a
second DMA task execution interval and a second DMA
task execution sub-interval, monitoring an execution of
the second DMA task and performing a second possible
timing violation responsive operation if a second DMA
task was not completed during a second DMA task exe-
cution sub-interval.
[0134] According to an embodiment of the invention
the first DMA task is a cyclic time based DMA task. Once
a possible timing violation is detected then the execution
of the DMA tasks during future DMA task intervals can
be altered.
[0135] According to various embodiments of the inven-
tion stage 660 can include either one of the following
stages or a combination of one or more of the following
stages: (i) generating an interrupt request; (ii) stopping
the DMA task; (iii) altering a priority of the first DMA task
request; (iv) allowing an execution of multiple first DMA
tasks within a single first DMA task execution interval;
(v) forcing a completion of the DMA task; (vi) forcing a
completion of a DMA sub-task.
[0136] Referring to the DMA controller 100 that was
illustrated in previous FIGs, the DMA controller 100 can
bypass the arbiter or otherwise temporarily freeze other
DMA requests and cause the DMA task request to pro-

vided to the I/O port interface again.
[0137] According to an embodiment of the invention
the possible timing violation responsive operation is re-
sponsive to the progress of the DMA task that caused
the possible timing violation and/or to the priority of that
DMA task. For example if the DMA task is almost com-
pleted (and/or has a high priority) the method will tend to
complete the DMA task and not to stop it.
[0138] FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method 700 for ex-
ecuting a DMA task, according to an embodiment of the
invention.
[0139] Method 700 starts by stage 710 of defining inter-
buffer jumping points at substantially an end of one or
more dimensions of each multidimensional buffer out of
a plurality of multidimensional buffers.
[0140] Stage 710 is followed by stage 750 of receiving
a request to execute a DMA task.
[0141] Stage 750 is followed by stage 770 of executing
multiple DMA sub-tasks, wherein the executing includes
jumping between buffers at the inter-buffer jumping
points.
[0142] Conveniently stage 770 includes determining,
in at least one inter-buffer jumping point, whether to con-
tinue executing DMA sub-tasks. Thus method 700 can
continue to execute the DMA task, abort the task or even
re-execute at least one DMA sub-task in response to the
determination.
[0143] According to various embodiments of the inven-
tion the determination can be (i) responsive to a success
of DMA sub-tasks that were executed prior to the deter-
mining; (ii) responsive to a content of data retrieved dur-
ing at least one DMA sub-tasks that was executed prior
to the determining, and the like.
[0144] Conveniently, method 700 includes freezing at
least one DMA channel during the determination.
[0145] Conveniently the DMA task is a time based cy-
clic DMA task.
[0146] Conveniently, the DMA task includes writing da-
ta from a multidimensional buffer to multiple single di-
mensional buffers.
[0147] Conveniently, method 700 includes executing
DMA sub-task associated a certain dimension of each of
the plurality of multidimensional buffers and then execut-
ing DMA sub-tasks associated with another dimension
of each of the plurality of multidimensional buffers.
[0148] Conveniently the DMA task is executed once a
corresponding DMA task request is selected. The selec-
tion can be responsive to a priority of the DMA tasks.
Conveniently, a priority of a DMA task associated with a
plurality of multidimensional buffers is responsive to a
priority of at least one of these multidimensional buffers.
[0149] FIG. 12 is a flow chart of a method 800 for con-
trolling multiple DMA tasks, according to an embodiment
of the invention.
[0150] Method 800 starts by stage 810 of defining mul-
tiple buffer descriptors for each of a plurality of DMA chan-
nel; wherein at least two buffer descriptors include timing
information that controls an execution of cyclic time
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based DMA tasks. Examples of various information in-
cluded within a buffer descriptor are illustrated in FIG. 5.
[0151] Conveniently, the timing information defines a
DMA task execution interval and a DMA task priority.
These fields can be utilized by a method such as method
600. Conveniently, at least one buffer descriptor includes
a current iteration I/O port selection information and a
next iteration I/O port selection information. If the DMA
controller (such as DMA controller 100) includes multiple
I/O ports then these fields define the I/O port that should
be used during a current DMA task, DMA sub-task and/or
DMA transaction and the I/O port that should be used
during the next DMA task, DMA sub-task and/or DMA
transaction. Conveniently, at least one buffer descriptor
includes arbitration type information. Thus, in view of this
field the DMA controller can select an arbitration scheme,
such as but not limited to the arbitration schemes of meth-
od 500.
[0152] Stage 810 is followed by stage 850 of receiving
multiple DMA task requests.
[0153] Stage 850 is followed by stage 860 of selecting
a DMA task request out of the multiple DMA task re-
quests. The selection can include any stage of method
500.
[0154] Stage 860 is followed by stage 870 of executing
a DMA task or a DMA task iteration and updating the
buffer descriptor associated with the selected DMA task
request to reflect the execution. Stage 870 is followed by
stage 860.
[0155] Conveniently, stage 870 is followed by stage
880 of generating an interrupt request once a possible
timing violation is detected. Stage 880 and a possible
timing violation operation are followed by stage 860.
[0156] It is noted that the buffer descriptors can be up-
dated during the execution of method 800, although this
update stage is not illustrated in FIG. 11 for convenience
of explanation.
[0157] Conveniently, at least one buffer descriptor is
stored in a memory unit that is coupled to a DMA con-
troller and the execution of a first iteration of a cyclic time
based DMA task includes retrieving a buffer descriptor
associated with the cyclic time based DMA task from the
memory unit.
[0158] Conveniently, at least one cyclic time based
DMA tasks includes multiple DMA sub tasks associated
with multidimensional buffers. Conveniently, the method
800 includes utilizing different I/O ports during different
DMA task iterations.

Claims

1. A method (800) for controlling multiple DMA tasks,
the method comprises receiving (850) multiple DMA
task requests;
the method (800) is characterized by defining (810)
multiple buffer descriptors for each of a plurality of
DMA channels; wherein at least two buffer descrip-

tors comprise timing information that controls an ex-
ecution of cyclic time based DMA tasks;
selecting (860) a DMA task request out of the multiple
DMA task requests;
executing (870) a DMA task or a DMA task iteration
and updating the buffer descriptor associated with
the selected DMA task request to reflect the execu-
tion; and jumping to the stage of selecting (860).

2. The method (800) according to claim 1 wherein at
least one buffer descriptor is stored in a memory unit
that is coupled to a DMA controller; and wherein an
execution of a first iteration of a cyclic time based
DMA task comprises retrieving (872) a buffer de-
scriptor associated with the cyclic time based DMA
task from the memory unit.

3. The method (800) according to any claim out of
claims 1-2 wherein the timing information defines a
DMA task execution interval and a DMA task priority.

4. The method (800) according to any claim out of
claims 1-3 wherein at least one buffer descriptor
comprises a current iteration I/O port selection infor-
mation and a next iteration I/O port selection infor-
mation.

5. The method (800) according to any claim out of
claims 1-4 wherein at least one buffer descriptor
comprises arbitration type information.

6. The method (800) according to any claim out of
claims 1-5 wherein at least one cyclic time based
DMA tasks comprises multiple DMA sub tasks as-
sociated with multidimensional buffers.

7. The method (800) according to any claim out of
claims 1-6 further comprising generating (880) an
interrupt request once a possible timing violation is
detected.

8. The method (800) according to any claim out of
claims 1-7 further comprising utilizing different I/O
ports during different DMA task iterations.

9. A device (90) comprising a memory unit (93, 94); the
device (90) is characterized by comprising a DMA
controller (100) that is adapted to: (i) access at least
one buffer descriptor out of multiple buffer descrip-
tors defined for each of a plurality of DMA channels,
wherein at least two buffer descriptors comprise tim-
ing information that controls an execution of cyclic
time based DMA tasks; (ii) receive multiple DMA task
requests, (iii) select a DMA task request out of the
multiple DMA task requests, and (iv) execute a DMA
task or a DMA task iteration and update a buffer de-
scriptor associated with the selected DMA task re-
quest to reflect the execution.
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10. The device (90) according to claim 9 wherein at least
one buffer descriptor is stored in a memory unit that
is coupled to a DMA controller; and wherein an ex-
ecution of a first iteration of a cyclic time based DMA
task comprises a retrieval of a buffer descriptor as-
sociated with the cyclic time based DMA task from
the memory unit (93, 94).

11. The device (90) according to any claim out of claims
9-10 wherein the timing information defines a DMA
task execution interval and a DMA task priority.

12. The device (90) according to any claim out of claims
9-11 wherein at least one buffer descriptor compris-
es a current iteration I/O port selection information
and a next iteration I/O port selection information.

13. The device (90) according to any claim out of claims
9-12 wherein at least one buffer descriptor compris-
es arbitration type information.

14. The device (90) according to any claim out of claims
9-13 wherein at least one cyclic time based DMA
tasks comprises multiple DMA sub tasks associated
with multidimensional buffers.

15. The device (90) according to any claim out of claims
9-14 wherein the DMA controller (100) is adapted to
generate an interrupt request once a possible timing
violation is detected.

16. The device (90) according to any claim out of claims
9-15 wherein the DMA controller comprises multiple
I/O port and is adapted to utilize different I/O ports
during different DMA task iterations.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (800) zur Steuerung mehrerer DMA-Ta-
sks, wobei das Verfahren ein Empfangen (850) meh-
rerer DMA-Task-Anforderungen umfasst;
wobei das Verfahren (800) gekennzeichnet ist
durch: Definieren (810) mehrerer Puffer-Deskripto-
ren für jeden von einer Mehrzahl von DMA-Kanälen;
wobei mindestens zwei Puffer-Deskriptoren Timin-
ginformationen umfassen, die eine Durchführung
von zyklischen zeitbasierten DMA-Tasks steuern;
Auswählen (860) einer DMA-Task-Anforderung aus
den mehreren DMA-Task-Anforderungen;
Ausführen (870) eines DMA-Tasks oder einer DMA-
Task-Iteration und Aktualisieren des mit der ausge-
wählten DMA-Task-Anforderung verknüpften Puf-
fer-Deskriptors, um die Ausführung widerzuspie-
geln; und
Springen zu der Stufe des Auswählens (860).

2. Verfahren (800) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei minde-

stens ein Puffer-Deskriptor in einer Speichereinheit
gespeichert ist, die an eine DMA-Steuerung gekop-
pelt ist; wobei eine Ausführung einer ersten Iteration
eines zyklischen zeitbasierten DMA-Tasks ein Auf-
rufen (872) eines mit dem zyklischen zeitbasierten
DMA-Task verknüpften Puffer-Deskriptors aus der
Speichereinheit umfasst.

3. Verfahren (800) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-2,
wobei die Timinginformationen ein DMA-Task-Aus-
führungsintervall und eine DMA-Task-Priorität defi-
nieren.

4. Verfahren (800) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-3,
wobei mindestens ein Puffer-Deskriptor eine aktuel-
le Iteration-I/O-Port-Auswahlinformation und eine
nächste Iteration-I/O-Port-Auswahlinformation um-
fasst.

5. Verfahren (800) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-4,
wobei mindestens ein Puffer-Deskriptor entschei-
dungsartige Informationen umfasst.

6. Verfahren (800) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-5,
wobei mindestens ein zyklischer zeitbasierter DMA-
Task mehrere DMA-Unter-Tasks umfasst, die mit
multidimensionalen Puffern verknüpft sind.

7. Verfahren (800) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-6,
das weiterhin umfasst: Erzeugen (880) einer Unter-
brechungsanforderung, nachdem eine mögliche
Zeitüberschreitung detektiert worden ist.

8. Verfahren (800) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-7,
das weiterhin umfasst: Verwenden verschiedener
I/O-Ports während verschiedener DMA-Task-Itera-
tionen.

9. Vorrichtung (90), die eine Speichereinheit (93, 94)
umfasst; wobei die Vorrichtung (90) dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet ist, dass sie eine DMA-Steuerung
(100) umfasst, die adaptiert ist, um: (i) auf minde-
stens einen Puffer-Deskriptor von mehreren Puffer-
Deskriptoren, die für jeden von einer Mehrzahl von
DMA-Kanälen definiert sind, zuzugreifen, wobei
mindestens zwei Puffer-Deskriptoren Timinginfor-
mationen umfassen, die eine Durchführung von zy-
klischen zeitbasierten DMA-Tasks steuern; (ii) meh-
rere DMA-Task-Anforderungen zu empfangen, (iii)
eine DMA-Task-Anforderung aus den mehreren
DMA-Task-Anforderungen auszuwählen, und (iv) ei-
nen DMA-Task oder eine DMA-Task-Iteration aus-
zuführen und einen Puffer-Deskriptor zu aktualisie-
ren, der mit der ausgewählten DMA-Task-Anforde-
rung verknüpft ist, um die Ausführung widerzuspie-
geln.

10. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei minde-

21 22 



EP 1 899 825 B1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

stens ein Puffer-Deskriptor in einer Speichereinheit
gespeichert ist, die an eine DMA-Steuerung gekop-
pelt ist; wobei eine Durchführung einer ersten Itera-
tion eines zyklischen zeitbasierten DMA-Tasks ein
Abrufen eines mit dem zyklischen zeitbasierten
DMA-Task verknüpften Puffer-Deskriptors aus der
Speichereinheit (93, 94) umfasst.

11. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 9-10,
wobei die Timinginformationen ein DMA-Task-Aus-
führungsintervall und eine DMA-Task-Priorität defi-
nieren.

12. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 9-11,
wobei mindestens ein Puffer-Deskriptor eine aktuel-
le Iteration-I/O-Port-Auswahlinformation und eine
nächste Iteration-I/O-Port-Auswahlinformation um-
fasst.

13. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 9-12,
wobei mindestens ein Puffer-Deskriptor entschei-
dungsartige Informationen umfasst.

14. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 9-13,
wobei mindestens ein zyklischer zeitbasierter DMA-
Task mehrere DMA-Unter-Tasks umfasst, die mit
multidimensionalen Puffern verknüpft sind.

15. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 9-14,
wobei die DMA-Steuerung (100) adaptiert ist, um ei-
ne Unterbrechungsanforderung zu erzeugen, nach-
dem eine mögliche Zeitüberschreitung detektiert
worden ist.

16. Vorrichtung (90) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 9-15,
wobei die DMA-Steuerung mehrere I/O-Ports um-
fasst und adaptiert ist, um verschiedene I/O-Ports
während verschiedener DMA-Task-Iterationen zu
verwenden.

Revendications

1. Procédé (800) pour contrôler de multiples tâches
DMA, le procédé comprend la réception (850) de
multiples demandes de tâche DMA ;
le procédé (800) est caractérisé par la définition
(810) de multiples descripteurs de tampon pour cha-
cun d’une pluralité de canaux DMA ; dans lequel au
moins deux descripteurs de tampon comprennent
des informations de cadencement qui contrôlent une
exécution de tâches DMA basées sur un temps
cyclique ;
la sélection (860) d’une demande de tâche DMA par-
mi les multiples demandes de tâche DMA ;
l’exécution (870) d’une tâche DMA ou d’une itération
de tâche DMA et la mise à jour du descripteur de
tampon associé à la demande de tâche DMA sélec-

tionnée pour refléter l’exécution ; et le saut à la phase
de sélection (860).

2. Procédé (800) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
au moins un descripteur de tampon est stocké dans
une unité de mémoire qui est couplée à un contrôleur
DMA ; et dans lequel une exécution de la première
itération d’une tâche DMA basée sur un temps cy-
clique comprend la récupération (872) d’un descrip-
teur de tampon associé à la tâche DMA basée sur
un temps cyclique depuis l’unité de mémoire.

3. Procédé (800) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 et 2, dans lequel les informations de ca-
dencement définissent un intervalle d’exécution de
tâche DMA et une priorité de tâche DMA.

4. Procédé (800) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 3, dans lequel au moins un descripteur
de tampon comprend une information de sélection
de port E/S d’itération actuelle et une information de
sélection de port E/S d’itération suivante.

5. Procédé (800) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 4, dans lequel au moins un descripteur
de tampon comprend des informations de type arbi-
trage.

6. Procédé (800) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 5, dans lequel au moins une tâche DMA
basée sur un temps cyclique comprend de multiples
sous-tâches DMA associées à des tampons multi-
dimensionnels.

7. Procédé (800) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 6, comprenant en outre la génération
(880) d’une demande d’interruption une fois qu’une
violation de cadencement possible est détectée.

8. Procédé (800) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 7, comprenant en outre l’utilisation de
ports E/S différents pendant des itérations de tâche
DMA différentes.

9. Dispositif (90) comprenant une unité de mémoire
(93, 94) ; le dispositif (90) est caractérisé en ce qu’il
comprend un contrôleur DMA (100) qui est adapté
pour : (i) accéder à au moins un descripteur de tam-
pon parmi de multiples descripteurs de tampon dé-
finis pour chacun d’une pluralité de canaux DMA,
dans lequel au moins deux descripteurs de tampon
comprennent des informations de cadencement qui
contrôlent une exécution de tâches DMA basées sur
un temps cyclique ; (ii) recevoir de multiples deman-
des de tâche DMA, (iii) sélectionner une demande
de tâche DMA parmi les multiples demandes de tâ-
che DMA, et (iv) exécuter une tâche DMA ou une
itération de tâche DMA et mettre à jour un descripteur
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de tampon associé à la demande de tâche DMA sé-
lectionnée pour refléter l’exécution.

10. Dispositif (90) selon la revendication 9, dans lequel
au moins un descripteur de tampon est stocké dans
une unité de mémoire qui est couplée à un contrôleur
DMA ; et dans lequel une exécution d’une première
itération d’une tâche DMA basée sur un temps cy-
clique comprend une récupération d’un descripteur
de tampon associé à la tâche DMA basée sur un
temps cyclique depuis l’unité de mémoire (93, 94).

11. Dispositif (90) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 9 et 10, dans lequel les informations de ca-
dencement définissent un intervalle d’exécution de
tâche DMA et une priorité de tâche DMA.

12. Dispositif (90) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 9 à 11, dans lequel au moins un descripteur
de tampon comprend une information de sélection
de port E/S d’itération actuelle et une information de
sélection de port E/S d’itération suivante.

13. Dispositif (90) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 9 à 12, dans lequel au moins un descripteur
de tampon comprend des informations de type arbi-
trage.

14. Dispositif (90) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 9 à 13, dans lequel au moins une tâche DMA
basée sur un temps cyclique comprend de multiples
sous-tâches DMA associées à des tampons multi-
dimensionnels.

15. Dispositif (90) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 9 à 14, dans lequel le contrôleur DMA (100)
est adapté pour générer une demande d’interruption
une fois qu’une violation de cadencement possible
est détectée.

16. Dispositif (90) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 9 à 15, dans lequel le contrôleur DMA com-
prend de multiples ports E/S et est adapté pour uti-
liser des ports E/S différents pendant des itérations
de tâche DMA différentes.
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