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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a cuvette for a reader device for assaying substances using the evanescence
field method, to a method for preparing a cuvette processed for assaying substances and to a method for assaying
substances using said cuvette.
[0002] Medical diagnostics, especially immunological diagnostics, is largely based on the ELISA (Enzyme-Linked-
lmmunoabsorbent Assay). A recent review of immune assays can be found in Hage, Anal. Chem. 71 (1999), 294R-
304R. An ELISA test is used to determine the concentration of antigens or antibodies. The substance being studied
(for example, an antigen) is first placed in contact with a solid substrate to which a specific reaction partner for the
substance being studied is first coupled (for example, an antibody). By bonding the substance being studied as the
second reaction partner to the first reaction partner coupled to the substrate, the substance being studied is concen-
trated on the solid substrate. Then, a third reaction partner (for example, another antibody) for the substance being
studied is placed in contact with the substrate, and this third reaction partner is marked with an enzyme, which allows
colorimetric detection. When this third reaction partner reacts with (i.e. binds to) the substance being studied coupled
to the surface of the substrate, a colored product is produced via an enzymatic reaction that can be evaluated optically.
Standardized plastic plates, frequently made of polystyrene, with 96 wells are mostly used as the solid substrate. The
surface of the plastic wells binds proteins in the nanogram range through absorption in a quantity sufficient for immu-
nological detection. There are several ways of marking the third reaction partner, which is mostly an immunoglobulin,
with an enzyme. Markers currently used are, for example, peroxidase or alkaline phosphatase.
[0003] ELISAs give good results in terms of sensitivity and specificity, and the detection limits that can be reached
are in the nanogram range or below it. There is a wide variety of embodiments of assays that are based on this principle.
With it, antigens or antibodies can be detected, depending on what the question is.
[0004] However, a major disadvantage of the ELISA is handling the test, since different reagents are added to the
wells one after another and must be removed again. Ten or more pipetting, washing and incubation steps in all may
be necessary. Thus, ELISAs are very time-consuming and labor-intensive, and must be done by specially trained
personnel with great care. Another disadvantage of the ELISA is the time it takes for all the incubation and washing
steps for an assay or test, which normally lasts one hour or more.
[0005] With the evanescence field method, the interaction of biomolecules, for example, on a surface can be observed
directly. Here, the interaction of reactants in solution is measured with a solid matrix surface. It is possible to measure
the bonding of the ligands physically as "surface plasmon resonance" in "real time". The advantages compared to an
ELISA are the elimination of other pipetting steps after the addition of the reagents and the elimination of the waiting
steps. In the past, expensive apparatuses and multi-layer sensor chips with special surface chemistry were needed
for such measurements. These disadvantages prevent the method from being used in routine diagnostics.
[0006] Evanescent field methods for assaying biochemical interaction processes on reaction surfaces regularly em-
ploy cuvettes having wells for receiving the solution containing the substances to be analyzed. For numerous diagnos-
tical and analytical applications, one-way or expendable cuvette would be preferable so that a significant demand for
low-cost cuvettes exists. At the same time, however, biochemical analysis tools must suffice ever increasing require-
ments concerning sensitivity and reproducibility. Therefore, cuvettes must both fulfill strict prerequisites regarding pro-
duction costs and biochemical/optical properties.
[0007] Thus, the technical problem underlying the present invention is to provide an inexpensive cuvette for a reader
device for assaying substances using the evanescence field method having both excellent biochemical and optical
properties allowing highly sensitive, reproducible and fast assays. Further, a method for preparing a cuvette should be
provided, said cuvette being processed so that it is ready to use in routine diagnostics.
[0008] The solution to the above technical problem is achieved by providing the embodiments characterized in the
claims.
[0009] In particular there is provided a cuvette for a reader device for assays using the evanescence field method
comprises:

- at least one well portion having at least one well for receiving a solution containing substances to be assayed; and
- at least one base portion supporting side wall members of the well portion and providing an excitation surface of

the well;

wherein the base portion is made of an optically transparent material and has a cross-sectional shape of an isosceles
trapezoid in a plane perpendicularly intersecting the excitation surface of the well, the trapezoid having first and second
sides of equal length and parallel base and top sides;
wherein the base portion further comprises

- a base surface being spaced apart from and parallel to the excitation surface, the cross section of the base surface
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in said plane being the base side of the trapezoid;
- a first surface for receiving an excitation light beam of an external excitation light source, the cross section of the

first surface in said plane being the first side of the trapezoid; and
- a second surface opposite to the first surface, the cross section of the second surface in said plane being the

second side of the trapezoid;

and wherein the base portion is adapted to guide the excitation light beam at least partially along an optical round path
from a point of incidence on the first surface via reflections on the excitation surface, the second surface and the base
surface back to the point of incidence.
[0010] Preferably, the angle of incidence α of the excitation light beam incident on the first surface is chosen so that
it meets the Brewster criteria tan α = n2 / n1, wherein n2 is the refractive index of the base portion and n1 is the refractive
index of the environment, for example air (n1 = 1). If the excitation light beam is linearly polarized in its plane of incidence,
no reflection of the excitation light beam on the first surface of the base portion will occur. Instead, the excitation light
beam will be refracted with an angle of refraction β into the base portion.
[0011] Subsequently, the excitation light beam is preferably totally reflected by the excitation surface of the well, i.
e. the interface between the base portion and the solution containing the substances to be assayed. The excitation
light beam reflected by the excitation surface produces an electromagnetic evanescence field which penetrates into
the well. The evanescence field exponentially decays in a normal direction of the excitation surface into the well. In a
region adjacent to the excitation surface, the substances to be assayed will be optically excited by the evanescence
field so that a fluorescence signal may be observable. As the evanescence field rapidly decays into the well, the ex-
citation region is confined to a space of not more than typically 100 nm from the excitation surface into the well. There-
fore, no optical excitation of substances in the volume of the solution will occur.
[0012] Subsequently, the reflected light beam will impinge on the second surface of the base portion. If the plane of
polarization of the light beam remains unchanged, (i.e. remains identical to the plane of polarization of the excitation
light beam incident on the first surface), the entire light beam will be refracted on the second surface and will leave the
base portion. However, many materials which may be used to manufacture the base portion are birefringent so that
the plane of polarization of the reflected light beam incident on the second surface will not correspond to the initial
plane of polarization. In this case, the light beam incident on the second surface will be partially reflected on the second
surface. This reflected light beam will subsequently propagate in a direction towards the base surface of the base
portion and will preferably be totally reflected on the base surface.
[0013] According to the present invention, the trapezoidal shape of the base portion and the refractive index n2 of
the base portion are selected so that the light beam reflected by the base surface impinges on the first surface on
substantially the same point or area of incidence as the initial incoming excitation light beam. In other words, the light
beam is reflected and guided in the base portion in such a way to make a closed optical round path. The light beam
will be reflected by the excitation surface, the second surface and the base surface back to the first surface in this
order. The light beam reflected by the base portion will partly be reflected again by the first surface and will propagate
along the same optical round path as the excitation light beam refracted at the first surface. The light beam reflected
by the base surface will also be partly refracted by the first surface so as to leave the base portion.
[0014] This special optical design of the base portion offers significant advantages when compared to conventional
cuvette designs. In particular, the path length of the propagation path of the excitation light beam in the base portion
is relatively short when compared to path lengths of excitation light beams in conventional cuvettes. Since the base
portion of any cuvette, especially a low cost expendable cuvette, will be made of a material, for example plastic, having
optical impurities or faults, a short path length of the excitation light beam in the base portion is preferable. A long path
length will result in a larger parasitic light intensity of light scattered by optical impurities. This parasitic light may enter
the well and excite substances in the volume of the solution. This yields a parasitic background signal reducing the
signal to noise ratio of the fluorescence signal to be detected. Another advantage of a cuvette according to the present
invention resides in the fact that, when compared to conventional cuvettes, the cuvette allows for a relatively large
detecting angle, i.e. the fluorescence signal may be detected over a larger angular range.
[0015] According to a preferred embodiment, the height H of the trapezoid is given by
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wherein (90°-γ) is the trapezoid base angle between the base side and the first side, n2 is the refractive index of the
base portion, A is the length of the top side of the trapezoid and

[0016] The height H of the trapezoid is the distance between the top and base sides of the trapezoid in a direction
perpendicular to the base side. The above relation holds for a cuvette which is to be operated in a gaseous environment
having a refractive index n1 = 1. Furthermore, it was assumed that the excitation light beam incident on the first surface
of the base portion is oriented so as to impinge on the first surface with an angle of incidence corresponding to the
Brewster angle αB = arctan (n2). γ is a trapezoid inclination angle defining the angle between a normal direction of the
base side and the first and second sides of the trapezoid. β is the angle of refraction of the excitation light beam refracted
on the first surface of the base portion.
[0017] If the angle of incidence α of the excitation light beam on the first surface corresponds to the Brewster angle
αB, the angle β is only dependent on the refractive index n2 of the material of the base portion. For a given length A
of the top side and the trapezoid inclination angle γ of the trapezoid, the height H of the trapezoid can be calculated
using the above formula. It should be noted, however, that the angle of incidence α of the excitation light beam does
not need to correspond exactly to the Brewster angle αB. Instead, angular deviations of α relative to the Brewster angle
αB are possible but will result in a decreased efficiency. The angle of incidence α is preferably chosen to be the Brewster
angle αB since in this case no reflection losses will occur on the first surface if the incident excitation light beam is
linearly polarized in its plane of incidence. If, for example, the angle of incidence α of the excitation light beam deviates
from the Brewster angle αB by 10°, the losses due to reflections on the first surface of the trapezoid will be in the order
of 1% of the initial intensity l0 of the incident excitation light beam. This corresponds to approximately the same order
of magnitude as the portion of light emitted by a conventional semiconductor laser diode which is not linearly polarized.
Therefore, it is possible to relax the above stringent condition on the angle of incidence α without sacrificing substantial
efficiency.
[0018] According to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the base side reflection angle δ = 90° - (β + γ)
is greater than arcsin (1 / n2), n2 being the refractive index of the base portion and

[0019] Along the optical round path of the excitation light beam in the base portion of the cuvette, the light beam is
preferably totally (internally) reflected on the base surface of the base portion. For this end, the base side reflection
angle δ (angle between a normal direction of the base side and the light beam incident on the base side) has to be
larger than arcsin (1 / n2). The base side reflection angle δ is a function of the angle of refraction β of the light beam
reflected on the first surface.
[0020] According to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the excitation side reflection angle ε = 90° -
(β - γ) is larger than arcsin( 1 / n2), n2 being the refractive index of the base portion and

[0021] Similarly to the embodiment described above, it is also strongly preferred that the excitation light beam is
totally (internally) reflected by the excitation surface of the base portion. In this case, only the electromagnetic evanes-
cence field will optically excite the substances to be analysed in a space very close to the excitation surface. An optical
excitation of substances in the volume of the well will not occur. Thus, the excitation side reflection angle ε is preferable
larger than arcsin (1 / n2). The excitation side reflection angle is the angle between the excitation light beam impinging
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on the excitation surface and a normal direction of the excitation surface.
[0022] According to another preferred embodiment of the present invention, the trapezoid is substantially a rectangle
having a height H and a width A and A / H≈ n2. It should be understood that the rectangular shape of the base portion
in a cross-sectional plane parallel to the normal direction of the excitation surface should also encompass small angular
deviations (a few degrees) from a perfect rectangular shape. The relation of the width A the height H of the rectangle
is in this case preferably chosen to correspond to the refractive index n2 of the base portion. This relation holds as
long as the angle of incidence α of the incident excitation light beam is chosen to correspond to the Brewster angle
arctan (n2).
[0023] The cuvette of the present invention is made of optically transparent material, preferably in the wavelenght
range of from 600 to 700 nm, such as glass, quartz, silicones or transparent polymers or any combinations of these
materials. The cuvette especially preferably contains a plastic, such as polystyrene, a polyolefin such as polypropylene,
polyethylene, polyethylene terephthalate, a polycycloolefin, polyacrylnitrile, polymethylmethacrylate, polycarbonate,
SAN, cyclocopolymerolefine (COC; distributed of example under the brand names TOPAS or ZEONEX) and/or mixtures
or blends of these plastics. In principle, any plastic or resin is suitable that basically absorbs no light in the spectral
range of interest (for example the visible range) and preferably allows the application of a suitable coating for in particular
binding fluorescent molecules. The material may contain additives to improve the processing characteristics, in par-
ticular for injection molding. Since the dispersion relations of the above materials are known, any necessary adjustments
of the size dimensions of the well and base portions may be performed by calculations. In one form of embodiment,
the plastic can also be dyed, for example light blue, in order to filter out an emission caused by scattered light. At the
wavelenghts of interest, the base portion is perferably optically transparent whereas the well portion may be made of
a light absorbing or opaque material. Plastic cuvettes can be obtained inexpensively by injection molding and preferably
have a reaction volume of 1 to 400 µl, and especially preferred 5 to 200 µl. Preferably, the cuvette of the present
invention is made in one piece. It can also be an advantage if the inside and/or emission surface, i.e., the surface from
which the emitted beam comes out of the cuvette, is/are polished to a surface roughness of preferably 10 nm maximum.
[0024] Preferably, the well portion and the base portion are unitarily formed. For example, the well and base portions
may be formed by injection moulding. Alternatively, it is also possible to separately form the well portion and the base
portion and to assemble these portions using for example an adhesive having a refractive index matching the refractive
index of the base portion. Preferably, the well and base portions are formed of a material comprising polymers such
as listed above.
According to another preferred embodiment of the present invention, the cuvette comprises a plurality of well portions.
For example, the well portions may be linearly arranged in a bar-shaped cuvette so that a plurality of assays may be
performed with a single cuvette. Preferably, only a single base portion is provided for the plurality of well portions.
[0025] The the present invention will now be described by way of example in connection with the accompanying
drawings. In the figures:

Fig. 1 (a) A top view of a preferred embodiment of a cuvette according to the invention;
Fig. 1 (b) a cross-sectional view of the cuvette along the line A-A in Fig. 1 (a);
Fig. 1 (c) a side view of the lower end side of the cuvette shown in Fig. 1 (a);
Fig. 1(d) a cross-sectional view along the line B-B of Fig. 1(a),
Fig. 1 (e) a cross-sectional view of the cuvette along the line C-C of Fig. 1 (a);
Fig. 1(f) perspective views of the cuvette shown in Fig. 1(a);
Fig. 2 a schematic drawing of a base portion of a cuvette according to another preferred embodiment of the

present invention, wherein the optical path of the light beam is schematically depicted;
Fig. 3 a schematic view of one embodiment of the method for assaying substances using the cuvette of the

present invention;
Fig. 4 a kinetic of biotin-HRP binding to streptavidin surface;
Fig. 5 a mouse lgG titration in ELISA (A) and fluorescence assay (B); and
Fig. 6 a titration of mouse lgG in different matrices.

[0026] In Fig. 1(a), a preferred embodiment of the cuvette according to the present invention is shown. The cuvette
10 is substantially bar-shaped and has a handling portion 12 for handling and mounting the cuvette 10 into a reader.
As shown in Fig. 1(b), the handling portion 12 has a recess 14 formed therein. Opposite to the handling portion 12 of
the cuvette 10, an analyzing portion 16 is formed. The analyzing portion 16 has a plurality of well portions 18 having
wells 20 for receiving a solution containing substances to be analysed. The side walls 22 of the wells 20 are supported
by a base portion 24 which extends over the whole analyzing portion 16. In the preferred embodiment shown in Fig.
1, the base portion 24 is integrally formed with the well portion 18. Preferably, the cuvette is injection moulded and
consists of, for example, Polysytrene 158 K.
[0027] In Fig. 1(d), a cross-sectional view of the cuvette along line B-B of Fig. 1(a) is depicted. The cross-section is
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taken in a plane intersecting an excitation surface 30 of a well 20 of the well portion 18 at right angles, i.e. the cross-
sectional plane is parallel to the normal direction of the excitation surface 30. The base portion 24 of the cuvette 10
has a first surface 26 for receiving an excitation light beam of an external excitation light source (not depicted). A
second surface is arranged opposite to the first surface 26. The bottom of the base portion 24 is formed by a base
surface 32 which is spaced apart from and parallel to the excitation surface 30. In the cross-section shown in Fig. 1
(d), the base portion 24 of the cuvette 10 has the shape of an isosceles trapezoid. Referring also to Fig. 1(d) and Fig.
2, the top side 30S of the trapezoid is formed by the excitation surface 30 extended across the side wall members 22
of the well portion 18. The base side 32S of trapezoid is formed by the base surface 32. The first side 26S and the
second side 28S of equal length of the trapezoid are formed by the first surface 26 and the second surface 28, respec-
tively. References numerals 26, 28, 30 and 32 will be used when referring to the surfaces and reference numerals 26S,
28S, 30S and 32S will be used for the sides or legs of the trapezoid.
[0028] The first and second sides 26S, 28S of the trapezoid are inclined by an angle γ of 2° with respect to a normal
direction of the top side 30S or the base side 32S. This small inclination of the first and second surfaces 26 and 28 of
the base portion 24 aids in removing the cuvette from the injection mould after moulding.
[0029] Fig. 2 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of a base portion 24 of a cuvette according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 2, the optical path of an excitation light beam 34 of an external excitation
light source, preferably a semiconductor laser diode, is depicted. The excitation light beam 34 is received by the first
surface 26 of the base portion 24. Preferably, the angle of incidence α of the incident excitation light beam 34 corre-
sponds to the Brewster angle αB = arctan (n2 / n1), wherein n2 is the refractive index of the base portion 24 and n1 is
the refractive index of the surrounding environment, typically air. In this case, n1 = 1.
[0030] Above the excitation surface 30 (top side 30S), a well 20 for receiving a solution containing substances to be
assayed is formed. The well portion 18 is, for the sake of simplicity, not shown in Fig. 2. It should be understood,
however, that the excitation surface 30 will operationally be the interface between the base portion 24 having the
refractive index n2 and the solution having a refractive index n3 in the well 20.
[0031] The excitation light beam 34 is refracted on the first surface 26 (first side 26S in Fig. 2) of the trapezoid. The
refracted light beam subsequently impinges on the excitation surface 30 (top side 30S in Fig. 2), where it is internally
totally reflected so as to propagate in the direction of the second surface 28. If the incident excitation light beam 34 is
perfectly linearly polarized in its plane of incidence, no reflections of the incoming excitation light beam 34 will occur
on the first surface 26. Furthermore, under ideal optical conditions (material of the base portion 24 not by birefringent),
the excitation light beam 34 will leave the base portion 24 by being refracted on the second surface 28. However,
typical materials for the base portion 24 are birefringent so that the plane of polarization of the excitation light beam
will be disturbed. Therefore, partial reflections of the light beam 34 on the second surface 28 occur. The reflected light
beam propagates in the direction of the base surface 32 (base side 32S) where it is preferably totally reflected.
[0032] The base portion 24 is designed such that the light beam reflected by the base surface 32 impinges on the
first surface 26 on substantially the same point or area where the incoming excitation light beam 34 initially hits the
first surface 26. In other words, the coupling height h being the distance between the excitation surface 30 (top side
30S) and the point of incidence of the incoming excitation light beam 34 in a normal direction of the top side 30S is the
same height under which the light beam reflected by the base surface 32 impinges the first surface 26. Thus, the base
portion 24 of the cuvette 10 is designed such that an incident excitation light beam 34 is guided in the base portion 24
along an (closed) optical round path having identical starting and ending points/areas. It should be understood that the
excitation light beam 24 shown in Fig. 2 is simplified to the extent that an actual excitation light beam will have a finite
beam width. The beam width is preferably adjusted so as to excite a predetermined area of the excitation surface 30.
Also for an excitation light beam 34 of parallel light having a finite beam width, the above optical round path criteria holds.
[0033] The optical round path in the base portion 24 of the cuvette 10 has numerous advantages when compared
to conventional cuvettes. For example, the path length of the optical round path (2l + 2k for a round trip, see Fig. 2) is
considerably shorter than the path length in conventional cuvettes. Reducing the path length of the optical path in the
cuvette implies a reduction of the intensity of light scattered at impurities which are inevitably present in the base portion
24. Furthermore, the design of the base portion 24 allows for a larger viewing or detecting angle for collecting/detecting
the fluorescence light. Whereas in conventional cuvette designs, the fluorescence can only be detected in a relatively
small angular range, the detecting angle of a cuvette 10 according to the invention may be larger resulting in an improved
fluorescence signal. Furthermore, the trapezoidal shape of the base portion 24 is relatively easy to manufacture using
injection moulding techniques known in the art. In particular, the first and second surfaces 26 and 28 of the base portion
24 do not necessarily need to be optically polished since the accuracy of the injection moulding technique will regularly
be sufficient for an optically flat surface.
[0034] In the following, referring to Fig. 2, a preferred design procedure of a preferred embodiment of the present
invention will be described:
[0035] In order to obtain total internal reflections of the excitation light beam 34 by the excitation and base surfaces
30, 32 of the base portion 24, the excitation surface angle ε and the base surface angle δ must be larger than the
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respective critical angles for total reflections. Hence,

wherein

[0036] The critical angles for a total reflections are

[0037] As stated previously, a closed optical path (an optical round path) of the excitation light beam 34 in the base
portion 24 is strongly preferred, if birefringent materials (for example plastic materials) are used to manufacture the
base portion 24. In order to have a closed optical path within the base portion 24, the following conditions must be met:

wherein I is the optical path length between the point of incidence on the first surface 26 to the point of incidence on
the excitation surface 30 and k is the optical path length between the points of incidence on the first and base surfaces
26 and 32 for a symmetrical optical round path in the base portion 24. A is the length of the top side 30 connecting the
first and second sides 26S, 28S.
[0038] It can be shown that the above conditions yield the following expression for the height H of the trapezoid:

[0039] The coupling height h of an incident excitation light beam 34 having a symmetrical optical round path in the
base portion 24, i.e. a round path wherein the reflections on the top and base sides 30S, 32S of the trapezoid are in
the center of the respective sides is given by

ε(β,γ) > εmin

δ(β,γ) > δmin,

ε(β, γ) = 90° - (β- γ);

δ(β, γ) = 90°- (β + γ); and

δ(β,γ) = 90° - (β + γ)

δmin = arcsin (n1 / n2); and

εmin = arcsin (n3 / n2).

A/2+h tan(γ)=l cos(β-γ),

h = I sin (β - γ).

A/2+h tan(γ)=k cos(β+γ),
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[0040] The coupling height h should preferably be in agreement with the beam width of the excitation light beam 34.
[0041] For the special case wherein the trapezoid is a rectangle and the incident excitation light beam 34 is incident
under the Brewster angle αB = arctan (n2 / n1), a simple relation for the relation A / H can be calculated. For a rectangle
(γ = 0),

[0042] If α corresponds to the Brewster angle αB, the angle between the light beam reflected and refracted at the
first surface 26 is 90°, so that

Therefore,

[0043] In a preferred embodiment of the present invention the excitation surface 30 of the cuvette is preferably hy-
drophilic. A substantially hydrophilic excitation surface 30 can be obtained, for example, by at least partially coating
the surface with a hydrophilic compound. Hydrophilic compound systems which can be used for providing a hydrophilic
excitation surface 30, are, for example, dextrane derivatives, such as allyl dextrane, which are covalently coupled to
the excitation surface made up of e.g. a polystyrene upon X-ray treatment of the excitation surface to generate radicals.
In particular, an example for preparing a hydrophilic excitation surface 30 using allyl dextran is as follows: a polystyrene
chip as cuvette (y radiated with 26 kGray, 60Co) is provided and 50µl of a solution of allyldextran having a molecular
weight of about 150kD (100µg/µl in water) is added and incubated for 16h at room temperature. The solution is aspirated
and the polystyrene chip is washed three times with water. After incubation with 50µl of a solution of sodium(meta)
periodate (30mM in water) for 1h at room temperature, the solution is aspirated and the polystyrene chip is washed
three times with PBS. Then 50µl of a solution of neutravidin (40µg/ul in 0.1M NaHCO3, pH 9.3) is added and incubated
for 2h at room temperature, followed by an additionof 0.5µl of a solution of sodium-cyanoborohydride (5 M) and incu-
bation for 15 min at room temperature, and subsequently by adding and incubating with 25µl of an aqueous solution
of ethanolamine (300 mM) for 15 min at room temperature. The solutions are aspirated and the polystyrene chip is
washed three times with PBS. The excess reactive sites of the polystyrene chip are blocked by incubating in a 100µl
blocking solution (e.g. PBS, 1% BSA, 0.25% Tween 20) for 1h at room temperature.
[0044] Alternatively, a hydrophilic compound system which can be used for providing a hydrophilic excitation surface
30, is the poly-L-lysine/glutardialdehyde-system. In particular, an example therefore is as follows: a polystyrene chip
as cuvette (γ radiated with 26 kGray, 60Co) is provided and 50 µl of a solution of poly-L-lysine (10µg/µl in PBSplus
(100mM K2HPO4KH2PO4, 100mM NaCI pH 7.5), is added and incubated for 16h at room temperature The solution is
aspirated and the polystyrene chip is washed three times with PBS. After incubation with 50µl of a solution of glutar-
dialdehyde (1% in PBSplus) for 1h at room temperature, the solution is aspirated and the polystyrene chip is washed
three times with PBS. Then 50µl of a solution of neutravidin (40µg/µl in 0.1M NaHCO3, pH 9.3) is added and incubated
for 2h at room temperature, followed by an addition of 0.5µl of a solution of sodium-cyanoborohydride (5 M) and incu-
batiing for 15 min at room temperature, and subsequently by adding and incubating of 25µl of an aqueous solution of
ethanolamine (300 mM) for 15 min at room temperature. The solutions are aspirated and the polystyrene chip is washed
three times with PBS. The excess reactive sites of the polystyrene chip are blocked by incubating in a 100µl blocking
solution (e.g. PBS, 1% BSA, 0.25% Tween 20) for 1 h at room temperature.
[0045] The coating of the above mentioned hydrophilic compounds on the excitation surface can form, for example,
so-called "island-structures" or monolayers.
[0046] According to a further preferred embodiment of the present invention a compound as reaction partner R1 is
immobilized (i.e. bonded) on the excitation surface 30 of the cuvette, wherein the excitation surface may be coated
with hydrophilic compounds as outlined above. The term "immobilized" preferably means that the reaction partner R1
is adhered to the excitation surface 30 by absorption ("direct absorption"). However, the reaction partner R1 can also
be immobilized to the excitation surface 30 via an anchoring compound, for example a protein such as an antibody,

h = - Asin(β-γ)
2(-cos(β- γ)+ sin(β-γ)tan(γ))

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------.

tan(β)= H/2
A/2

-----------.

tan(β)= tan(90°-α)= 1
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n2

n1
--------=A

H
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an antigen, streptavidin, avidin, neutravidin, or compounds such as biotin. The reaction partner R1 can also be immo-
bilized on the excitation surface (30) via covalent bond(s). This can be provided by, for example, conversion with a
carbodiimide of an acrylate-containing excitation surface.
[0047] In general, the terms "immobilized" and "bonded" in the sense of the present invention mean adhesion of a
reaction partner or a compound such as an anchoring compound or a fluorophor-containing compound, to a surface
such as the excitation surface 30, or to another reaction partner and/or compound, and include both covalent and non-
covalent interactions, such as interactions based on ionic, polar or non-polar interactions.
[0048] The reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound can be placed on the excitation surface by a common
method. For example, a protein serving as reaction partner R1 or an anchoring compound can be coated on the exci-
tation surface. Reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound can preferably be bonded to the surface by absorption
or by covalent bond(s). After this step, the excitation surface is preferably treated with another solution containing
blocking compounds, and areas on the excitation surface not containing reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound
are blocked or will be blocked, for example by another protein as a blocking compound that basically does not react
with the components in the solutions used for performing the assay.
[0049] In preferred embodiments of the present invention, the reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound are
present in lyophilized form.
[0050] In yet another preferred embodiment of the present invention the lyophilized reaction partner R1 or the lyophi-
lized anchoring compound is covered by a lyophilized spacer-layer. The constituents of the spacer-layer are preferably
selected from the group consisting of one or more buffer compounds such as HEPES, one or more proteinaceous
compounds such as BSA, one or more hydrophilic polymers such as dextran, one or more complexing agents/antico-
agulants such as EDTA and optionally bacteriostatic compounds such as Trimethoprim and/or Sulfamethoxazole, and
a mixture containing one or more of these constituents. Further, the spacer layer may also contain the reaction partner
R3.
[0051] In further preferred embodiments of the present invention, the cuvette contains, besides the lyophilized re-
action partner R1 or the anchoring compound and the spacer-layer, a lyophilisate which covers the lyophilized spacer-
layer. This lyophilisate comprises either

(A) a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof, provided that
reaction partner R1 is immobilized on the excitation surface 30; or

(B) reaction partner R1 or a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture
thereof containing two or three of said constituents, provided that said anchoring compound is immobilized on the
excitation surface 30;

said reaction partner R3 having an affinity to the substance being assayed as reaction partner R2, wherein said reaction
partner R3 comprises optionally a fluorophore-containing moiety, and said fluorophore-containing compound having
an affinity to reaction partner R2 or to reaction partner R3.
[0052] In preferred embodiments of the present invention, the terms ""anchoring compound", ""reaction partner R1",
""reaction partner R2" and ""reaction partner R3" in general, include each one part of ligand-binding system such as
monoclonal or polyclonal antibodies, proteins functioning as antigens, proteins having an affinity to specific compounds,
such as streptavidin, avidin etc., and compounds having an affinity to e.g. specific proteins, such as biotin. For example,
the anchoring compound immobilized on the excitation surface, is streptavidin; the reaction parter R1 is a monoclonal
antibody directed against reaction partner R2, having a biotin conjugated thereto in order to allow immobilisation on
the excitation surface via the streptavidin/biotin-system; the reaction partner R2 which is the substance being assay,
functions as an antigen; and reaction partner R3 is a monoclonal antibody directed against reaction partner R2, having
a fluorphor-containing compound conjugated thereto in order to allow fluorescence measurements (see also Fig. 3).
[0053] Further, according to the present invention there is provided a process for the preparation of a cuvette as
defined above, comprising the step of:

(a) immobilizing reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound on the excitation surface 30 of the cuvette.

[0054] The process of the present invention may further comprise the steps of:

(b) applying a freezable (preferably aqueous) solution I which may contain one or more buffer compounds such
as HEPES, one or more proteinaceous compounds such as BSA, one ore more cryoprotectants such as poly
(ethylene glycol), one or more lyoprotectans such as sucrose, one or more detergents such as n-octyl-β-D-glu-
copyranoside, one or more antioxidants such as ascorbic acid, one or more hydrophilic compounds such as dex-
tran, one or more complexing agents/anticoagulants such as EDTA and optionally bacteriostatic compounds such
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as Trimethoprim and/or Sulfamethoxazole and a mixture containing one or more of these constituents, onto said
immobilized reaction partner R1 or the immobilized anchoring compound; and

(c) freezing said solution I to obtain a frozen spacer-layer.

[0055] After step (c) of the process of the present invention, the frozen content of the cuvette can be lyophilized to
obtain a cuvette which is ready to use for assaying substances.
[0056] The process of the present invention may further comprise the steps of:

(d) applying a freezable (preferably aqueous) solution II which may contain one or more buffer compounds such
as HEPES, one or more proteinaceous compounds such as BSA, one or more hydrophilic compounds such as
dextran, one ore more cryoprotectants such as poly(ethylene glycol), one or more lyoprotectans such as sucrose,
one or more detergents such as n-octyl-β-D-glucopyranoside, one or more antioxidants such as ascorbic acid,
one or more ionic and/or nonionic surfactants such as Tween 20 or Brij35 T, one or more salts such as NaCI, one
or more fillers such Glycin and optionally bacteriostatic compounds such as Trimethoprim and/or Sulfamethoxa-
zole, one or more dyes such as Lissamine Green B, Indigocarmine, Brilliant Black or Cu-Chlorophyll, and a mixture
containing one or more of these constituents,
containing either (A) a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof,
provided that reaction partner R1 is immobilized on the excitation surface 30, or (B) reaction partner R1 or the
fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof containing two or three
of said constituents, provided that the anchoring compound is immobilized on the excitation surface 30, onto said
frozen spacer-layer;

(e) freezing said solution II to obtain a frozen solution II on the frozen solution I; and

(f) lyophilizing the frozen content in the cuvette to obtain a lyophilisate which is ready to be used for assaying
substances.

[0057] The spacer layer should completely cover the surface and, prior to lyophilisation, is a frozen solid, before the
next reaction partner, such as reaction partner R3 is added. This addition usually not melt the frozen spacer layer, but
if at all, only the top of the spacer layer will melt. It is essential for the functionality of the assay to be carried out with
that the next reaction partner will not be in direct contact with reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound at any
time during the process.
[0058] In the sense of the present invention, the term "substance being assayed" corresponds to the term "reaction
partner R2", as already mentioned above.
[0059] The cuvette of the present invention can be used in methods for medical or veterinary medical diagnostics,
food analysis, environmental analysis, chemical or biological analysis, or analysis of fermentation processes, preferably
for the qualitative and/or quantitative determination of substances via immunological reactions.
[0060] The method using the cuvette according to the present invention, includes the steps of:

- placing in contact with the immobilized reaction partner R1 or with the immobilized anchoring compound or with
the lyophilized spacer-layer a solution that contains the substance being assayed as reaction partner R2 and either
(A) a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof, provided that
the reaction partner R1 is immobilized on the excitation surface 30, or (B) reaction partner R1 or a fluorophor-
containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof containing two or three of said
constituents, provided that said anchoring compound is immobilized on the excitation surface 30, wherein a com-
plex forms on the immobilized reaction partner R1 or on the immobilized anchoring compound, said complex con-
taining either

(i) reaction partner R1 and reaction partner R2 which comprises a fluorophor-containing moiety or a fluorophor-
containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(ii) reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2 and reaction partner R3 which comprises a fluorophor-containing
moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(iii) reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2, reaction partner R3 and a fluorophor-containing compound; or
(iv) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1 and reaction partner R2 which comprises a fluorophor-
containing moiety or a fluorophor- containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(v) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2 and reaction partner R3 which comprises
a fluorophor-containing moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
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(vi) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2, reaction partner R3 and a fluorophor-
containing compound; and

- exciting the fluorophor bonded to the excitation surface 30 via said complex by the evanescence field of a light
source, (i.e. by the evanescence field generated within the cuvette (or base portion) when applying an excitation
light beam of an external excitation light source) and measuring the fluorescence produced.

[0061] In a more preferred embodiment of the present invention the method uses the cuvette containing lyophilized
reaction partner R1 or the anchoring compound, the lyophylized spacer-layer, and either (A) a fluorophor-containing
compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof, provided that reaction partner R1 is immobilized
on the excitation surface 30, or (B) reaction partner R1 or a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction
partner R3 or a mixture thereof containing two or three of said constituents, provided that said anchoring compound
is immobilized on the excitation surface 30, said method including the steps of:

- placing in contact with the lyophilized content in the cuvette a solution that contains the substance being assayed
as reaction partner R2, wherein a complex forms on the immobilized reaction partner R1 or on the immobilized
anchoring compound as outlined above; and

- exciting the fluorophor bonded to the excitation surface 30 via said complex by the evanescence field of a light
source and measuring the fluorescence produced.

[0062] In preferred embodiments of the present invention, the method to be used in the cuvette is based on an ELISA
using a fluorophor instead of a colour-formation system.
[0063] According to the present invention, the terms "complex" and ""conjugate" are understood to be a molecular
coupling or bonding between two or more preferably chemical or biochemical substances. The complex or conjugate
is preferably formed by means of selective and/or specific reactions, especially preferred by antigen-antibody reactions.
[0064] According to the invention, the term ""reactions" includes both covalent and non-covalent interactions of two
or more reaction partners, wherein both types of interaction can take place one after another within a complex. Non-
covalent interaction can mean, for example, Van der Waals interaction, polar and/or ionic interaction of reaction part-
ners. The term "reaction partner" means in general a compound with an affinity for another substance in the present
invention.
[0065] In one preferred embodiment of the method in the present invention, the substance being assayed as reaction
partner R2 can itself have an affinity for reaction partner R1 immobilized on the surface, and can therefore bond directly
with that reaction partner R1. When the substance being assayed is an antibody, for example, an antigen specific for
that antibody can be placed on the surface, or vice versa.
[0066] In another preferred embodiment, the substance, i.e. reaction partner R2, being assayed itself has (basically)
no affinity or only a small affinity for an anchoring compound on the surface. In this case, the solution to be placed in
contact with the surface contains, for example, another compound that contains reaction partner R1 and a binding site
for the substance being assayed. Reaction partner R1 can bond to the anchoring compound on the surface and thus
fixes the substance being assayed indirectly to the surface. This other connection serves as a bridge element between
the substance being assayed and the anchoring compound on the surface. For example, avidin can be present as the
anchoring compound on the surface. The other compound (i.e. reaction partner R1) then contains, besides a bonding
site for the substance being assayed, for example biotin which can bond to the avidin immobilized on the surface. This
embodiment has the advantage that a surface coated with avidin (or streptavidin), unlike many antibodies and antigens,
can be better lyophilized and are very stable in dried or lyophilized of form. In addition, the avidin (or streptavidin)/biotin
system has a very high dissociation constant KD. It is also possible for a series of different assays to be done on a
surface coated with avidin (or streptavidin) and to assay only the other compound, which is placed in contact with the
surface with the solution, on the substance being assayed.
[0067] Figure 3 shows this embodiment of the method used in the present invention schematically. In the solution
placed in contact with the excitation surface 30 are, next to one another, the substance (i.e. reaction partner R2) being
assayed 40, a reaction partner R3 44 comprising a fluorophor-containing moiety or compound, and reaction partner
R1 46 having an affinity to the anchoring compound 48. The anchoring compound 48 is bonded to the excitation surface.
The reaction partner R3 and the reaction partner R1 are absorbed on the substance being assayed (conjugate 50),
and the conjugate 50 is bonded via reaction partner R1 on the anchoring compound 48 on the surface to form complex
52. Thus, complex 52, which includes reaction partner R3 containing a fluorophor, is bonded to the excitation surface
30 and can be assayed by measuring the fluorescence in the evanescence field 54.
[0068] For this embodiment of the method in the present invention, besides the avidin (or streptavidin)/biotin system,
all ligands or ligand-binding systems are suitable in which proteins, for example, have selective and/or specific binding
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sites for one or more ligands, like for example histidine, histidine tags, lectin and/or digoxigenin, and naturally antigen/
antibody systems, as already outlined above.
[0069] According to the present invention, the terms ""fluorophor", ""fluorophor-containing compound" and ""fluoro-
phor-containing moiety" do not exhibit particular limitations as long as being fluorescent and include, for example, a
fluorescing compound, such as phycobilisomes, phycobiliproteins, low-molecular weight fluorescing chemical com-
pounds or quantum dots. According to the present invention, phycobili proteins, such as Allophycocyanine (APC),
Cryptofluor Crimson or Cryptofluor Red can be used as fluorescing proteins. Cy5 or BODIPY (fluorophores having
4,4-diluor-4-bora-3a,4a-diaza-s-indazene) can be cited as examples of low-molecular weight fluorescing compounds.
Fluorescing dyes with an efficient absorption in the wavelength range from 600 to 700 nm are preferred.
[0070] Instead of a fluorophor, a fluorophor precursor compound can be used, from which the fluorophor is released
before the measurement process, for example, by changing the pH value or by splitting a protective group.
[0071] According to the present invention, the terms ""fluorophor" and ""fiuorophor-containing compound" and
""fluorophor-containing moiety" also include phosphorescing compounds. If such a phosphorescing compound is used
as a fluorophor, the phosphorescence radiated, which is staggered in time from the excitation, is determined. Thus, it
is possible to separate the radiation time from the measurement time.
[0072] This compound containing a fluorophor may also have a binding site for the substance being assayed. For
example, the fluorophor can come bonded to an antibody as reaction partner R3. This antibody containing a fluorophor
can preferably react in an antigen-antibody reaction with the substance being assayed as an antigen, for example a
protein.
[0073] In another embodiment, the substance (i.e. reaction partner R2) being assayed itself comes as a compound
containing a fluorophor. In this embodiment, competitive assays are done, which are characterized especially by a low
detection limit.
[0074] With the method in the present invention, a wide variety of substances can be detected. The method is es-
pecially suitable for assaying biologically active substances, like hormones, such as proteinaceous or non-proteina-
ceous hormons, proteins like antigens, antibodies or haptenes, nuclein acids such as DNS, oligonucleotides or RNA,
pharmaceuticals, viruses, bacteria, etc. But the method can . also be used to detect environmental poisons, toxins,
drugs of abuse, therapeutic drugs, etc. The method of the present invention includes also double antigen antibody
assays for the detection of e.g. immunoglobins such as HIV-, HBC- or HCV-antibodies in human body fluids e.g. blood.
[0075] It is especially preferred for the substances being assayed to be detected by immunological reactions.
[0076] When exciting the fluorophor bonded to the surface with an evanescence field, a beam of light is pointed at
the bottom of the surface at an angle such that total reflection occurs at the cuvette/solution phase boundary. This
forms an evanescence field above the surface in the solution, which can penetrate up to several hundred nanometers
into the fluid. According to the present invention, an angle of incidence of at least 60° to 90° is preferred, so that an
evanescence field at a height up to 400 nm, preferably 200 nm, and especially preferred 50 to 150 nm, is formed over
the surface. Within this evanescence field, the beamed light may excite suitable fluorophors. The fluorescent light
emitted is detected with a photomultiplier, for example, and evaluated.
[0077] Since only the fluorophor bonded to the surface is in the evanescence field, only this bonded fluorophor is
optimally excited and emits photons. A compound that contains fluorophor and is not bound in the solution is not in
the area of the evanescence field, is therefore basically not excited and also basically emits no photons. This arrange-
ment thus allows quantitative determination of fluorophor bonded to the surface in the presence of fluorophor in the
supernatant solution without a prior separation and/or washing step.
[0078] Monochromatic light can be used as the light source. Light should be used that has a wavelength that pref-
erably does not interfere with the emission of the fluorophor. A laser is especially preferred as a light source, whose
light emits a wavelength of at least 635 nm. In particular, if the supernatant solution is a serum, lasers that emit wave-
lengths from 600 to 700 nm are preferred, since serum's inherent fluorescence is roughly at 580 nm.
[0079] In one embodiment of the invention, the addition of the fluorophor bonded to the surface can be measured
directly (in real time) with a time-progressive reaction. Since the quantity of a fluorophor bonded to the surface is directly
proportional to the original amount of compound containing fluorophor, the method in the invention makes it possible
to make a quantitative determination of reactants found in the solution in real time without other additional washing
and/or pipetting steps.
[0080] Since the absorption coefficients and the emission properties of fluorophors are very good, the detection limits
are small. After only a few minutes, reactions can be assessed qualitatively and/or quantitatively.
[0081] However, the scatter of the light beam in the cuvette, which is not ideal, poses a problem, even if physical
measures are taken to reduce the scatter light. Due to scatter, light also gets into the volume in the cuvette and causes
background fluorescence there. The term "volume" is understood in the present invention to be the liquid outside the
evanescence field, which contains unbonded compounds containing fluorophor. The polarization of the light beam can
also be turned in both plastic and glass cuvettes. This leads, in particular, to reflections of the excitation light during
uncoupling, creating so-called vagabond light, which, along with volume and surface scatter effects, can result in ex-
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citation of the volume.
[0082] According to the present invention, excitation of the fluorophor in the volume can be further suppressed if the
solution to be placed in contact with the surface has at least one dye added to it that has an absorption in the absorption
and/or emissions range of the fluorophor.
[0083] The absorption of the dye added to the volume is coordinated with the absorption and/or emission range of
the fluorophor in the invention. One individual dye or a mixture of dyes can be used. The absorption range of the
fluorophor generally correlates with the wavelength of the light source used. It is not necessary that the dye have an
absorption maximum in this spectral range; a shoulder in the absorption spectrum can suffice. For example, if fluoro-
phors like APC or Cy5 are used, the dye used can have an absorption between 600 nm and 700 nm, like for example
Brilliant Blue FCF. The concentration of dye added depends on the frequency of the light radiated. The concentration
of dye can be adjusted, depending on the dye, so that the penetrating light can basically be absorbed within 1 mm
above the surface. To determine the optimal concentration of dye, first the volume fluorescence and the fluorescence
in the evanescence field, i.e., the surface fluorescence, are measured for various concentrations of dye. Then, the
ratio of surface fluorescence to volume fluorescence is plotted against the concentration of dye. The maximum of this
ratio represents the optimum concentration of dye. According to the present invention, "signal/noise ratio" is the ratio
of surface fluorescence (signal) to volume fluorescence ("noise"). "Basically absorbed" can mean an intensity cancel-
lation of 70%, preferably 80% and especially preferred at least 90%.
[0084] For example, when Brilliant Blue FCF is used as the dye, a concentration of 0.04 mM is enough to suppress
far more than 95% of the volume fluorescence. For example, the concentration of Brilliant Blue FCF is preferably at
least 0.001 mM.
[0085] The small dimension and low price make the cuvette of the present invention feasible in routine diagnostics
and analysis. In practical application, this type of cuvette can be pre-prepared and sold commercially closed with a
special label. As already outlined above, the pre-preparation includes coating the surface of the cuvette with the first
reaction partner R1 and, if necessary, then blocking the uncoated places. It is especially preferred if the coated cuvette
comes lyophilized or dried. Providing the cuvette with a serial number makes it possible to have clear attribution of the
manufacturing lot, the detection reaction and the sample at any time.
[0086] Examples of specific applications that can be cited are a wide variety of assays that are based on the principle
of ELISA. An ELISA test can be used to determinate the concentration of antigens or antibodies. Examples of specific
antigens are HBV S-protein, HCG, cardiac marker proteins, and hormones such as steroid hormones, peptide hor-
mones, thyroid hormones. Antibody assays, indicative of a previous infection or indicative for a specific disease symp-
tom, such as a HIV antibody assay, Hepatitis S antibody assay or the antibody mediated Heparin Induced Thrombo-
cytopenia can be cited. Also the detection of plant protection products, such as atrazine, in drinking water is possible
using the cuvette of the present invention.
[0087] Non-immuno assays can also be performed using the cuvette of the present invention, when a detecting
reagent can be labelled and this reagent is a specific ligand for a receptor. Therefore a receptor molecule is bound to
the surface of the cuvette and the labelled ligand or hormone etc., can specifically bind to the receptor. Hormone
receptors can be natural receptors or recombinant receptor molecules. This can be a competitive assay for pharma-
ceutical drugs where the drug is fluorescently derivatized and the receptor protein is immobilised on the surface of the
cuvette. Alternatively, the drug is immobilised on the surface of the receptor and the fluorescent labelled receptor is
binding. The application can also be used for recreational drugs.
[0088] Also RNA or DNA detection can be performed with the cuvette of the present invention. A complementary
strand immobilised on the surface of the cuvette can capture a labelled oligonucleotide. The oligonucleotide can be
labelled for example with APC.
[0089] When using the cuvette according to the present invention, the above defined methods for assaying sub-
stances result surprisingly in analytical sensitivity of at least 10 times better than in common ELISAs and in analysis
time of at least 10 times shorter than in common ELISAs.
[0090] The present invention will be further explained below using examples, which are, of course, not limiting the
scope of protection conferred by the claims.

Examples

[0091] In the following examples the photons were measured every second over a time of 10 min (=600sec). Normally,
the photons counted at the start at 0 min and after 10 min are measured and the difference is calculated. This difference
is positive and directly proportional to the antigen measured in the assay. If a number of statistical events, e.g. 10000
photons (n) is observed, the statistical error is calculated as three times to the square root of n. In this example 3 x
square root of 10000 = 3 x 100 = 300 photons.
[0092] In the experiment, there is measured not only these two time points, but during these 10 min 600 time points.
The points fit on a straight line. if now a trend function is generated with a linear regression function and a linear curve
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is calculated, the overall error for a 99,99% confidence interval is reduced to about 30 photons. This means one tenth
of the 300 photons error achieved by the 2 point calculation. Therefore this linear regression improves the analytical
detection limit by a factor of 10.

Example 1: Kinetic of biotin-HRP binding to streptavidin surface

[0093] A Nunc maxisorp microplate was coated with a solution of neutravidin (10µg/ml in 0.1M NaHCO3) overnight
at room temperature. Then it was washed 3 times with TBST (10mM Tris pH 7.5, 150mM NaCI, 0.1%Tween 20). A
solution of biotinylated horseraddish peroxidase ("HRP", commercially available from Pierce ) (10ng/ml in TBST) was
added to the wells and incubated for various times from 1 minute to 6 hours. The wells were washed 6 times with TBST
and 3 times with TBS (10mM Tris pH 7.5, 150mM NaCI). Bound HRP was revealed by TMB (commercially available
form KPL) and the optical density at 630nm measured after 10 minutes incubation at room temperature. The results
are shown in Figure 4.
[0094] Figure 4 is a plot of OD 630 as a function of binding time for the biotinylated HRP to the microplate. After 10
minutes one observes an OD of approximately 0.75. The maximum OD after 6 hours of reaction time is 2.10. After 10
minutes a signal of approximately 30% of the maximum value is shown for HRP by a diffusion based assay and so it
is possible to measure a meaningful result. If a for example fluorescence detection system is available one can com-
pensate for the less bound label and still have a fast and sensitive assay.

Example 2: Mouse lgG titration

(A) ELISA

[0095] A Nunc maxisorp microplate well was coated with a solution of streptavidin (10µg/ml in PBSplus (100mM
K2HPO4/KH2PO4, 100mM NaCl pH 7.5)) overnight at room temperature. Then the solution was aspirated and the wells
washed 4 times with PBS (10mM K2HPO4/KH2PO4, 137mM NaCI pH 7.4). To block remaining reactive sites, a solution
of 1 %BSA in PBSplus was added to the well and left for 1 h.
[0096] A one-step and a three step ELISA procedure were performed. The assay is a sandwich ELISA detecting
mouse lgG.
[0097] The one-step ELISA was carried out by incubating a solution of biotinylated goat anti-mouse lgG (commercially
available from Jackson) at 1 µg/ml, goat anti-mouse HRP (commercially available from Jackson) at 8 µg/ml and various
amounts of mouse lgG (commercially available from Jackson) in 1% BSA PBSplus containing 0.025% Tween 20 for
0,5h at room temperature
[0098] The three-step ELISA was carried out by a 1 h incubation with the biotinylated goat anti mouse lgG at 1 µg/
ml in 1% BSA PBSplus containing 0.025% Tween 20 followed by three PBS washes. Then a incubation with various
amounts of mouse lgG in the same buffer followed by three PBS washes, followed by a 1 h incubation with goat anti
mouse HRP at 8 µg/ml in the same buffer.
[0099] After these incubation steps the procedure was identical for both ELISA methods and consisted of 5 PBS
washes followed by the addition of TMB for colour development for 10 minutes and reading the OD at 630nm. The
results are shown in Figure 5 (A).
[0100] Figure 5 (A) shows a plot of OD 630 as a function of the mouse lgG concentration in the sample. Detection
limits of mouse lgG are approximately 3ng/ml for the one-step ELISA after 40 minutes or 1ng/ml for the three-step
ELISA after 3 hours.

Example 2: Mouse lgG titration

(B) Fluorescence assay

[0101] A fluorescence chip as an example for the cuvette of the present invention, made by injection molding from
polystyrene was γ-radiated with a Cobalt-60 source. The resulting polystyrene surface is activated for protein absorp-
tion. The wells were coated by absorption of streptavidin at 10ug/ml in PBSplus (100mM KPO4, 100mM NaCI pH 7.5)
overnight at room temperature. The solution was aspirated and the wells washed 4 times with PBS (10mM K2HPO4/
KH2PO4, 137mM NaCI pH 7.4). To block remaining reactive sites, a solution of 0.25% Tween 20 in PBSplus was added
to the well and left for 1 hour.
[0102] A one-step immunoassay detecting mouse lgG was performed and bound fluorescence measured by eva-
nescence excitation.
[0103] A mixture of biotinylated goat anti-mouse lgG at 1 µg/ml, goat anti-mouse APC conjugate made according to
the procedure given by the supplier of activated APC (commercially available from Intergen) at 10 µg/ml and various
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amounts of mouse lgG in 1% BSA PBSplus containing 0.05% Tween 20 were added to the polystyrene fluorescence
chip. The chip was then placed immediately in the reader and the emission of fluorescence photons was monitored
over time and recorded. As the reaction proceeds, fluorescent molecules bind to the surface and the measured fluo-
rescence increases with time. Measuring the photon counts at time 0 and at 10 minutes and calculating the difference
give a number of photon counts due to the biochemical reaction at the surface excited by the evanescence field. This
increase of photons depends on the antigen concentration in the sample. There is a minor variation in the background
from chip to chip. This chip to chip-variation does not change during the measuring time of 10 minutes and therefore
does not appear in the result. The amount of mouse lgG was titrated over the range from 0.1 to 10000 ng/ml. The
results are shown in Figure 5 (B).
[0104] Figure 5 (B) shows the fluorescence photons expressed as counts measured in 10 second intervals as a
function of the mouse lgG concentration in the sample.
[0105] The detection limit is given by the statistical variation of measured photons, which correspond to 3 times the
square root of the background emission of photons in the apparatus. The background fluorescence is in this example
500000 which gives a statistical variation of 3 x 707 =2121 counts.
[0106] The sample containing 0.1 ng/ml mouse IgG resulted in a signal of 5000 photons, well above the detection
limit of the device. Therefore the system that is ten times more sensitive than a comparable ELISA as described in
Example 2 (A).

Example 3:Titration of mouse lgG in different matrices

[0107] Experimental conditions and reagents are the same as shown in Example 2 (B). The sandwich assay uses
a mixture of biotinylated goat anti-mouse lgG at 1 µg/ml, goat anti-mouse APC conjugate made according to the pro-
cedure given by the supplier of activated APC at 10 µg/ml and various amounts of mouse lgG (commercially available
from Jackson). Measurements were made in two different matrices: (a) in 1% BSA PBSplus containing 0.05% Tween
20; and (b) in human EDTA plasma. The results are shown in Figure 6.
[0108] Figure 6 shows the fluorescence photons expressed as counts measured in 1 second intervals as a function
of the mouse lgG concentration in the sample.
[0109] Results are comparable in both buffer systems, using either the synthetic mixture of BSA, PBS, Tween 20 or
a natural matrix such as human plasma. Plasma does not seem to generate noticeable autofluorescence.

Example 4: Preparation of lyophilisate in the cuvette

[0110] A polystyrene chip as an example for the cuvette of the present invention was provided and an avidin layer
was prepared by absorption onto polystyrene. Alternatively, one of the methods mentioned above (poly-L-Lysine or
allyl dextran) was used. The term "avidin" in the general context encompasses avidin or streptavidin or neutravidin or
any other biotin binding molecule. 50 µl/well of solution (e.g. 20mM Hepes pH7.5, 1% BSA, 1% Dextran T70, 10mM
EDTA and optionally 32mg/ml Trimethoprim and 160mg/ml Sulfamethoxazole) was added and frozen for 4 h at -20°C.
The solution I forms the spacer-layer. Then 10 µl/well solution II (e.g. 20mM Hepes pH7.5, 1% BSA, 1% Dextran T70,
2% Glycin, 1% Brij, 0,5% Tween 20, 100mM NaCI and optionally 32mg/ml Trimethoprim and 160mg/ml Sulfamethox-
azole and a dye such as Lissamine Green B, Indigocarmin, Brilliant BlackBN or Cu-Chlorophyllin) was added on the
top of the frozen spacer layer and frozen for 4h at -20°C. Solution II contains the reactive immunglobulins, e.g. 50µg/
ml goat anti-mouse lgG-XL-APC or 5 µg/ml goat anti-mouse lgG. Finally, it was lyophilized to give the cuvette ready
for use.

List of Reference Numerals

[0111]

10 cuvette
12 handling portion
14 recess
16 analysing portion
18 well portion
20 well
22 side wall members of wells
24 base portion
26 first surface
28 second surface
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30 excitation surface
32 base surface
26S first side of trapezoid
28S second side of trapezoid
30S top side of trapezoid
32S base side of trapezoid
40 reaction partner R2
44 reaction partner R3
46 reaction partner R1
48 anchoring compound
50 conjugate
52 complex
54 evanescence field

Claims

1. A cuvette (10) for a reader device for assays using the evanescence field method comprising:

- at least one well portion (18) having at least one well (20) for receiving a solution containing substances to be
assayed; and

- at least one base portion (24) supporting side wall members (22) of the well portion (18) and providing an
excitation surface (30) of the well (20);

wherein the base portion (24) is made of an optically transparent material and has a cross-sectional shape of an
isosceles trapezoid in a plane (B-B) perpendicularly intersecting the excitation surface (30) of the well (20), the
trapezoid having first and second sides (26S, 28S) of equal length and parallel base and top sides (32S, 30S);
wherein the base portion (24) further comprises

- a base surface (32) being spaced apart from and parallel to the excitation surface (30), the cross section of
the base surface (32) in said plane (B-B) being the base side (32S) of the trapezoid;

- a first surface (26) for receiving an excitation light beam (34) of an external excitation light source, the cross
section of the first surface (26) in said plane (B-B) being the first side (26S) of the trapezoid; and

- a second surface (28) opposite to the first surface (26), the cross section of the second surface (28) in said
plane (B-B) being the second side (28S) of the trapezoid;

and wherein the base portion (24) is adapted to guide the excitation light beam (24) at least partially along an
optical round path from a point of incidence on the first surface (26) via reflections on the excitation surface (30),
the second surface (28) and the base surface (32) back to the point of incidence.

2. The cuvette (10) according to claim 1, wherein the height H of the trapezoid is given by

wherein (90°-γ) is the trapezoid base angle between the base side (32S) and the first side (26S), n2 is the refractive
index of the base portion (24), A is the length of the top side (30S) of the trapezoid and
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3. The cuvette (10) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the base side reflection angle δ = 90° - (β + γ) is greater than
arcsin(1 / n2), n2 being the refractive index of the base portion (24) and

4. The cuvette (10) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the excitation side reflection angle ε = 90°
- (β - γ) is greater than arcsin( 1 / n2), n2 being the refractive index of the base portion (24) and

5. The cuvette (10) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the trapezoid is substantially a rectangle
having a height H and a width A and A / H ≈n2.

6. The cuvette (10) according to anyone of the preceding claim, wherein the well portion (18) and the base portion
(24) are unitarily formed of a resin material, preferably comprising PMMA, polystyrene, polycarbonate, SAN, cy-
clocopolymerolefine or polyolefine.

7. The cuvette (10) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the cuvette (10) comprises a plurality of
wells (20).

8. The cuvette according to anyone of claims 1 to 7, wherein the excitation surface (30) is hydrophilic.

9. The cuvette according to anyone of claims 1 to 7, wherein the excitation surface (30) is at least partially coated
with a hydrophilic compound.

10. The cuvette according to anyone of claims 1 to 9, wherein a compound as reaction partner R1 is immobilized on
the optionally coated excitation surface (30), said reaction partner R1 having an affinity to the substance being
assayed as reaction partner R2.

11. The cuvette according to claim 10, wherein said reaction partner R2 comprises a fluorophor-containing moiety.

12. The cuvette according to anyone of claims 1 to 9, wherein an anchoring compound for a compound as reaction
partner R1 is immobilized on the optionally coated excitation surface (30), said reaction partner R1 having an
affinity to the substance being assayed as reaction partner R2.

13. The cuvette according to anyone of claims 10 to 12, wherein said reaction partner R1 or said anchoring compound
is present in lyophilized form.

14. The cuvette according to claim 13, wherein said lyophilized reaction partner R1 or said lyophylized anchoring
compound is covered by a lyophilized spacer-layer containing one or more buffer compounds, one or more pro-
teinaceous compounds, one or more hydrophilic compounds or one or more complexing agents/anticoagulants
and optionally bacteriostatic compounds, or a mixture containing one or more of these constituents.
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15. The cuvette according to claim 14, wherein said lyophilized spacer-layer is covered by a lyophilisate comprising
either

(A) a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof, provided
that the reaction partner R1 is immobilized on the excitation surface (30); or
(B) reaction partner R1 or a fluorophor-containing compound or compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture
thereof containing two or three of them, provided that said anchoring compound is immobilized on the excitation
surface (30);

said reaction partner R3 having an affinity to the substance being assayed as reaction partner R2, wherein said
reaction partner R3 comprises optionally a fluorophor-containing moiety, and said fluorophor-containing compound
having an affinity to reaction partner R2 or to reaction partner R3.

16. A process for the preparation of a cuvette according to anyone of claims 10 to 15, comprising the step of:

(a) immobilizing reaction partner R1 or said anchoring compound on the excitation surface (30) or the cuvette
defined in any one of claims 1 to 9.

17. The process according to claim 16, further comprising the steps of:

(b) applying a freezable solution I containing one or more buffer compounds, one or more proteinaceous
compounds, one or more hydrophilic compounds or one or more complexing agents/anticoagulants and op-
tionally bacteriostatic compounds, or a mixture containing one or more of these constituents onto said immo-
bilized reaction partner R1 or said immobilized anchoring compound; and

(c) freezing said solution I to obtain a frozen spacer-layer.

18. The process according to claim 17, wherein after step (c) the frozen solution I is lyophilized.

19. The process according to claim 17, further comprising the steps of:

(d) applying a freezable solution II containing either (A) a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as
reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof, provided that the reaction partner R1 is immobilized on the excitation
surface (30), or (B) reaction partner R1 or fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as a reaction partner
R3 or a mixture thereof containing two or three of them, provided that said anchoring compound is immobilized
on the excitation surface (30), onto said frozen spacer-layer;

(e) freezing said solution II to obtain a frozen solution II on the frozen solution I; and

(f) lyophilizing the frozen content in the cuvette to obtain a lyophilisate.

20. Use of the cuvette according to anyone of claims 1 to 15 in medical or veterinary medical diagnostics, food analysis,
environmental analysis, chemical or biological analysis, or analysis of fermentation processes.

21. Use of the cuvette according to anyone of claims 1 to 15 for a qualitative and/or quantitative determination of
substances via immunological reactions.

22. Use of the cuvette according to anyone of claims 10 to 13 for the qualitative and/or quantitative determination of
substances via immunological reactions, including the steps of:

- placing in contact with the immobilized reaction partner R1 or with the immobilized anchoring compound or
with the lyophilized spacer-layer a solution that contains the substance being assayed as reaction partner R2
and either (A) a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof,
provided that the reaction partner R1 is immobilized on the excitation surface (30), or (B) reaction partner R1
or a fluorophor-containing compound or a compound as reaction partner R3 or a mixture thereof containing
two or three of them, provided that said anchoring compound is immobilized on the excitation surface (30),
wherein a complex forms on the immobilized reaction partner R1 or on the immobilized anchoring compound,
said complex containing either
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(i) reaction partner R1 and reaction partner R2 which comprises a fluorophor-containing moiety or a fluor-
ophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(ii) reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2 and reaction partner R3 which comprises a fluorophor-con-
taining moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(iii) reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2, reaction partner R3 and the fluorophor-containing compound;
or
(iv) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1 and reaction partner R2 which comprises a fluorophor-
containing moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(v) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2 and reaction partner R3 which
comprises a fluorophor-containing moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(vi) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2, reaction partner R3 and the fluor-
ophor-containing compound; and

- exciting the fluorophor bonded to the excitation surface (30) via said complex by the evanescence field of a
light source and measuring the fluorescence produced.

23. Use of the cuvette according to claim 15 for a qualitative and/or quantitative determination of substances via im-
munological reactions, including the steps of:

- placing in contact with the lyophylized content in the cuvette, a solution that contains the substance being
assayed as reaction partner R2, wherein a complex forms on the immobilized reaction partner R1 or on the
immobilized answering compound, said complex containing either

(i) reaction partner R1 and reaction partner R2 which comprises a fluorophor-containing moiety or a fluor-
ophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(ii) reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2 and reaction partner R3 which comprises a fluorophor-con-
taining moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(iii) reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2, reaction partner R3 and the fluorophor-containing compound;
or
(iv) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1 and reaction partner R2 which comprises a fluorophor-
containing moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(v) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2 and reaction partner R3 which
comprises a fluorophor-containing moiety or a fluorophor-containing compound conjugated thereto; or
(vi) the anchoring compound, reaction partner R1, reaction partner R2, reaction partner R3 and the fluor-
ophor-containing compound; and

- exciting the fluorophor bonded to the excitation surface (30) via said complex by the evanescence field of a
light source and measuring the fluorescence produced.
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