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(54) Four-terminal capacitor

(57) Anodic valve metal foils (23), roughened and
provided with dielectric layers (25), and collector metal
foils (24) (metal foils for collector) are laminated alter-
nately to cross with cathodic electroconductive polymer
layers (26) therebetween. Anodic terminals (21) and ca-
thodic terminals (22) are connected with the respective
ends of the metal foils (23, 24). For the anodic valve
metal foils (23), an aluminum foil with an unroughened
internal bulk metal layer is used. The collector metal foil
(24) is selected from the group consisting of an Al foil
similar to the anodic valve metal foil (23), an Ni foil, a
Cu foil, and an aluminum foil including carbon. As a re-
sult, a four-terminal capacitor to provide high capaci-
tance, low impedance, high current-carrying capacity
and less heat generation, as well as low equivalent se-
ries resistance and low equivalent series inductance, is
obtained.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to electrolytic capacitors.
[0002] Conventionally, electrolytic capacitors and multilayer ceramic capacitors have been well known. Electrolytic
capacitors comprise valve metals such as Al and Ta, while multilayer ceramic capacitors comprise electrodes of, for
example, Pd or Ni and dielectrics of BaTiO3 or the like. Most of these capacitors, which are used for most electric
circuits such as supplies, have two electrode terminals. According to the recent trend for requirement for smaller electric
circuits that can be operated at high frequencies, capacitors are also required to have high capacitance and low im-
pedance. Regarding power supply circuits for driving the CPU of computers or switching power supply circuits, partic-
ularly, higher noise rejecting property and ripple current absorbing property are required to design circuits that will be
operated at high frequencies. As a result, low impedance capacitors with low equivalent series resistance (ESR), low
equivalent series inductance (ESL), yet high ripple current absorbing property and high capacitance are demanded
highly. To meet these requirements, especially for obtaining low ESR, electroconductive polymers with high electric
conductivity have been studied and developed to be used for solid electrolytes for cathodes (hereinafter, cathodic solid
electrolytes) of electrolytic capacitors.
[0003] The structure of a conventional aluminum electrolytic capacitor is explained below with a reference to FIG.
10. A capacitor element is manufactured by the steps of:

preparing an anodic foil 81 by roughening and forming a dielectric layer on the surface and also preparing a surface-
roughened current-collecting cathodic foil 82;
arranging separators 83 between the anodic foil 81 and the current-collecting cathodic foil 82; and
winding the anodic foil 81, the current-collecting cathodic foil 82 and the separators 83. This element is sealed in
a case with an electrolytic solution. Leads 84 as electrode terminals are connected respectively with the anodic
foil 81 and the current-collecting cathodic foil 82.

[0004] The structure of a conventional multilayer ceramic chip capacitor is explained below with reference to FIG.
11. Electrode layers 91 comprising sintered bodies of Pd, Ni or the like and dielectric layers 92 are laminated alternately.
The electrode layers 91 are connected alternately with electrode terminals 93.
[0005] The structure of a conventional tantalum electrolytic capacitor with electroconductive polymer is explained
below with a reference to FIGs. 12(a) and 12(b). FIG. 12(a) is a cross-sectional view showing the structure of a con-
ventional tantalum electrolytic capacitor with electroconductive polymer, and FIG. 12 (b) is an expanded cross-sectional
view partially showing the configuration of a capacitor element. A capacitor element 101 is prepared by forming a
dielectric layer 101b on the surface of a tantalum powder sintered body 101c, and subsequently forming on the dielectric
layer 101b an electroconductive polymer layer 101a. The electroconductive polymer layer 101a acts as the true cath-
ode, and it is connected to a cathodic terminal 102 via an electroconductive adhesive layer 103. The anodic terminal
104 is connected to a lead 105 from the sintered body 101c. The element including these members is encased with a
mold resin layer 106.
[0006] In addition, a decreased inductance value is further required to lower the impedance at high frequencies of
about 100kHz or more. Regarding this requirement, four-terminal capacitors (capacitors with four electrode terminals)
are disclosed, for example, in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication (Tokkai-Hei) No. 6-267802, Tokkai-Hei No.
6-267801, and "SP-cap" (a trademark of Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. see Proceedings of'92 Symposium on
Switching Power Supply Systems (S6(1994)-1-1)). On the other hand, there is a need for development of capacitors
to allow relatively high current to the primary or secondary side of a power supply, while meeting the requirement for
operation at high frequencies. An invention of a capacitor to decrease the entire impedance and raise the current-
carrying capacity is also disclosed by Tokkai-Hei No. 4-32214.
[0007] The above-mentioned aluminum electrolytic capacitor, however, has some disadvantages, including its high
impedance due to the use of an electrolytic solution comprising ethylene glycol or the like as the main solvent, and its
high inductance components due to the wound electrode foil. Although a conventional tantalum electrolytic capacitor
lowers ESR by using electroconductive polymers for the electrolyte, high capacitance cannot be obtained sufficiently.
A conventional multilayer ceramic chip capacitor cannot obtain high capacitance in comparison with a conventional
aluminum electrolytic capacitor. In conventional techniques where a four-terminal structure is adopted to lower ESL
(lowering the inductance value), sufficient capacitance has not been obtained. In addition, the capacitor itself will gen-
erate heat and fail at the primary or secondary side of a power supply where relatively high current from about several
A to several dozens of A flows. Considering these disadvantages, such a conventional capacitor cannot be used to
pass a high current while meeting the requirement for circuits to be operated at high frequencies.
[0008] The reasons are as follows. In a conventional aluminum electrolytic capacitor prepared by winding a slender
electrode foil, the resistance of the foil becomes high and the capacitor element will generate heat easily even if a four-
terminal structure is used. A conventional tantalum electrolytic capacitor also can lower the ESR to some degree by
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using functional polymers. It is not easy, however, to raise capacitance per volume to provide high capacitance because
a sintered body is used, and a four-terminal structure is difficult to obtain. A multilayer ceramic capacitor disclosed in
Tbkkai-Hei No. 4-32214 adopts a four-terminal structure to lower ESL, and increases current-carrying capacity by
providing double electrode layers. For the manufacturing process, the material for the electrode layers should be a
sintered metal with a thickness of several µm. Therefore, the available current value is limited to several amperes, so
the lamination number should be increased to be used for the primary or secondary side of the power supply or the
like where relatively high current will flow. Increasing the lamination is not easy in the manufacturing steps, or the
volume per capacitance will be increased if many electrode layers are laminated. The electrode layer cannot be made
thicker than 3 µm substantially, since delamination will occur (the dielectric layer peels off from the electrode layer) in
manufacturing.
[0009] These problems are explained below with a reference to FIGs. 13 and 14. FIG. 13 shows an equivalent circuit
of a conventional two-terminal capacitor (inside the dotted box). FIG. 14 is an equivalent circuit diagram to show prob-
lems for a conventional four-terminal capacitor (inside the dotted box). To provide a capacitor that can be operated at
high frequencies, ESR (equivalent series resistance) 111 and ESL (equivalent series inductance) 112 should be low-
ered. ESR can be lowered by using electroconductive polymers for the electrolyte or by improving the collector. ESL
can be lowered by providing a four-terminal structure as shown in FIG. 14. In the conventional four-terminal capacitor
in FIG. 14, however, the impedance as a capacitor element is high, and the resistance R+ (the resistance of anode)
121 and R - (the resistance of cathodic collector) 122 acting as circuit wires greatly contribute to heat generation when
current flows. Thus such a structure cannot be used for a circuit of a primary or secondary side of a power supply
where a relatively high current will flow. To meet the requirement, any means to decrease the R+ 121 and R- 122 should
be taken.
[0010] As mentioned above, conventional capacitors cannot meet a requirement for high capacitance and a low
impedance. When such a capacitor is used for a circuit operated at high frequencies at a primary or secondary side
of a power supply where a relatively high current is flowing, the element generates much heat, and the applicable
current will be restricted.
[0011] This invention aims to solve the above-mentioned problems, and the goal and means of this invention are
distinguishable from those of the conventional techniques. This invention solves the problems by alternately laminating
electrode foils for anode and those for cathodic current collecting, further using aluminum foils with internal bulk metal
layers for the electrode foils and also metal foils such as Ni for the collector electrodes. In conclusion, this invention
aims to provide four-terminal capacitors with high current-carrying capacity, high capacitance, low impedance and
generating less heat. Such capacitors can solve problems of conventional capacitors, corresponding to operation at
high frequencies as a result of lowering ESR and ESL, and they can be used for circuits operated at high frequencies
such as primary or secondary sides of power supplies where relatively high circuit current will flow.
[0012] In order to achieve the above-mentioned purposes, a four-terminal capacitor of this invention comprises at
least an anodic valve metal foil with a dielectric layer formed thereon, a metal foil for collector (hereinafter, a collector
metal foil), a cathodic electroconductive polymer layer arranged between the anodic valve metal foil and the collector
metal foil, and anodic and cathodic terminals for external connection. The surface of the anodic valve metal foil is
roughened, and the anodic valve metal foil and the collector metal foil are alternately laminated through the cathodic
electroconductive polymer layer. Two portions of the anodic valve metal foil are electrically connected to two anodic
terminals separately, while two portions of the collector metal foil are electrically connected to two cathodic terminals
separately. Accordingly, a four-terminal capacitor that can meet high frequencies due to low ESR or low ESL is obtained.
Such a capacitor can be used also for circuits at primary or secondary sides of a power supply where a relatively high
current flows. The capacitor has a high current-carrying capacity, high capacitance, low impedance and generates less
heat.
[0013] A line segment linking the two separate anodic terminals (or the two joint portions connected to the respective
anodic terminals for the anodic valve metal foil) and a line segment linking the two separate cathodic terminals (or the
two joint portions connected to the respective cathodic terminals for the collector metal foil) can cross each other or
not when viewed from the lamination direction.
[0014] In the above structure, preferably, the anodic valve metal foil and the collector metal foil are aluminum foils
with roughened surfaces, having unroughened bulk metal layers respectively inside the foils.
[0015] The collector metal foil is preferably a nickel foil, a copper foil or an aluminum foil including carbon particles.
[0016] It is still preferable that the anodic valve metal foil is an aluminum foil with a roughened surface, having an
unroughened bulk metal layer inside the foil, while the collector metal foil is a nickel foil, copper foil or an aluminum
foil including carbon particles.
[0017] Certain embodiments of the invention will now be described by way of example and with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows the structure of a capacitor element of a four-terminal capacitor in accordance with this invention.
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FIG. 2(a) is a perspective view to show the appearance of a four-terminal capacitor in accordance with this inven-
tion, while FIG. 2(b) is a partially broken perspective cross-sectional view to show the internal structure.
FIG. 3 is an electron micrograph of a cross section of an anodic valve metal foil that can be used for a four-terminal
capacitor in accordance with this invention.
FIG. 4 is an electron micrograph of a cross section of a collector metal foil that can be used for a four-terminal
capacitor of this invention.
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view to show the configuration of an aluminum foil including carbon particles, which
can be used for a four-terminal capacitor of this invention.
FIG. 6 is an equivalent circuit diagram representing the concept of a four-terminal capacitor of this invention.
FIG. 7(a) is an exploded perspective view to show the structure of a different four-terminal capacitor of this inven-
tion, and FIG. 7(b) shows a different anodic valve metal foil for the four-terminal capacitor in FIG. 7(a).
FIG. 8(a) is an exploded perspective view to show the structure of a different four-terminal capacitor of this inven-
tion, and FIG. 8(b) shows a different anodic valve metal foil for the four-terminal capacitor in FIG. 8(a).
FIG. 9 is a graph to show the relationship between the frequencies and the gains measured by using four terminals
and two terminals of a four-terminal capacitor in Example 3 of this invention.
FIG. 10 is a schematic view to show the structure of a conventional aluminum electrolytic capacitor.
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view to show the structure of a conventional multilayer ceramic chip capacitor.
FIG. 12(a) is a cross-sectional view to show the structure of a conventional tantalum electrolytic capacitor, and
FIG. 12 (b) is an expanded cross-sectional view to partially show the configuration of the capacitor element.
FIG. 13 is an equivalent circuit diagram of a conventional two-terminal capacitor.
FIG. 14 is an equivalent circuit diagram to show the problems for a conventional four-terminal capacitor.
Embodiments of the invention are described in detail below referring to the attached FIGs. 1-9.

(First Embodiment)

[0018] FIG. 1 shows the structure of a capacitor element of a four-terminal capacitor in accordance with this invention.
The surface of an anodic valve metal foil 11 is roughened by an electrolytic etching or the like to increase the surface
area. On the surface of this anodic valve metal foil 11, a dielectric layer 13 is formed by anodization. This anodic valve
metal foil 11 and a collector metal foil 12 are crossed and overlapped at approximately their center parts. For conduction,
the dielectric layer is not formed at both ends or end faces of the anodic valve metal foil 11 to be connected with the
anodic terminals. The capacitor element is provided by forming an electroconductive polymer layer such as polypyrrole
for the true cathode between the anodic valve metal foil 11 and the collector metal foil 12. By using an electroconductive
polymer layer for the true cathode, and also by directly contacting the collector metal foil 12 and the electroconductive
polymer layer, the ESR can be lowered. The ESL can be also lowered by alternately laminating the anodic valve metal
foil 11 and the collector metal foil 12.
[0019] FIGs. 2(a) and 2(b) show the structure of a four-terminal capacitor of this invention. FIG. 2(a) is a perspective
view to show the appearance, while FIG. 2(b) is a partially broken perspective cross-sectional view to show the internal
structure. In FIGs. 2(a) and (b), 21 refers to anodic terminals, and 22 refers to cathodic terminals. Numeral 23 refers
to anodic valve metal foils, 24 refers to collector metal foils, and 25, dielectric layers. Numeral 26 refers to cathodic
electroconductive polymer layers, and 27 refers to a mold resin. Anodic valve metal foils 23, roughened and treated
to have surfaces provided with dielectric layers 25 excepting the ends or the end faces, and collector metal foils 24
are alternately laminated as needed to cross each other, and the cathodic electroconductive polymer layers 26 are
filled between the anodic valve metal foils 23 and collector metal foils 24. The surfaces of the collector metal foils 24
can be roughened. The anodic terminals 21 are connected to the ends of each anodic valve metal foil 23, and the
cathodic terminals 22 are connected to the ends of each collector metal foil 24. The structure shown in FIGs. 2(a) and
(b) allows high capacitance as well as low ESR and low ESL.
[0020] FIG. 3 is an electron micrograph of a cross section of an anodic valve metal foil available for a four-terminal
capacitor of this invention. The anodic valve metal foil shown in FIG. 3 is an aluminum foil in which columnar pores 32
are formed by electrolytic direct current etching to increase the surface area. In FIG. 3, 31 refers to an unroughened
bulk metal layer. The foil thickness in FIG. 3 is about 150 µm, and the bulk metal layer 31 is about 15 µ m in thickness.
The bulk metal layer 31 can be modified, or be made thicker or thinner by controlling the length of the columnar pores
32 or the foil thickness. Therefore, the configuration of the anodic valve metal foil is not limited to this embodiment.
The columnar pores 32 can be also used for a four-terminal capacitor for high-voltage, and the dielectric layer can be
formed for high-voltage (the thickness is up to about 5800 angstrom; 10 angstrom /volt). For higher capacitance, the
dielectric layer can be made thin, and etched with alternating current to increase the surface area.
[0021] FIG. 4 is an electron micrograph of a cross section of a collector metal foil available for a four-terminal capacitor
of this invention. The collector metal foil in FIG. 4 is an aluminum foil, roughened by electrolytic a.c. etching to increase
the surface area. In FIG. 4, 41 refers to a bulk metal layer, and 42 refers to etching pores. The foil thickness in FIG. 4
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is about 90 µm, and the thickness of the bulk metal layer 41 is about 45 µm. The thickness of this bulk metal layer can
be modified according to the etching condition and foil thickness. The configuration of the collector metal foil is not
limited to this embodiment.
[0022] By using an anodic valve metal foil and also a collector metal foil, both having inside unroughened bulk metal
layers, this invention facilitates a circuit current flowing through the bulk metal layer. Thus, a four-terminal capacitor
with less heat generation and a higher current-carrying capacity can be obtained. In addition, lamination of short elec-
trode foils increases the cross-sectional area for the flowing current, and the resistance can be reduced. When 1A
current is applied to an electrode foil that is 100 µm in thickness and has an unetched bulk metal layer (thickness:50
µm, length: 17cm, and width:1.5cm), the heat generation is about 6mW if the volume resistivity of Al is about 2.6E-6
Ω cm. When the flowing current is 10A, the heat generation is about 0.6W. If this foil is separated into ten equal pieces
and the ten pieces are laminated, the total cross-sectional area of the bulk metal layer increases ten times while the
length becomes 1/10, and thus the resistivity can be about 1/100. Heat generation also can be controlled to about 1/100.
[0023] The current-carrying capacity can be increased also by using a collector metal foil of an Ni foil, a Cu foil, or
an aluminum foil including carbon particles, since such a foil allows use of any desired thickness. The volume resistivity
of Ta is about 10.4E-6 Ωcm, Al is about 2.6E-6 Ω cm, Ni is about 6.8E-6 Ω cm, and Cu, about 1.7E-6 Ω cm. This
indicates that the current-carrying capacity can be increased by using an aluminum foil with a bulk metal layer, an Ni
foil, or a Cu foil.
[0024] Since Ni tends not to form an oxide layer on its surface, an Ni foil can reduce the interfacial resistance to the
electroconductive polymer layer, and can help to lower the ESR. In addition, since the collector metal foils do not have
any capacity due to the oxide coatings, the capacity of the capacitor can be increased.
[0025] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view to show the configuration of an aluminum foil including carbon particles, which
can be used for a four-terminal capacitor of this invention. In FIG. 5, 51 refers to aluminum, and 52 refers to electro-
conductive carbon particles. The aluminum foil with carbon particles is configured to expose electroconductive carbon
particles on the surfaces of the foil. Since the electroconductive polymer layer and carbon particles contact with each
other without intervention by an oxide coating layer, the interfacial resistance can be reduced compared to the use of
an aluminum foil that easily forms an oxide coating, and the ESR can be lowered. Furthermore, an electroconductive
polymer layer can be formed on the aluminum foil including carbon particles by an electrolytic polymerization, which
is not available in conventional techniques, since an aluminum foil including carbon particles is used. As a result, the
cost for producing a four-terminal capacitor of this invention can be reduced.
[0026] Although a Cu foil easily forms an oxide layer, it can pass more current as a collector metal foil because of
its small volume resistivity as a metal.
[0027] In this first embodiment mentioned above, a four-terminal capacitor with low impedance and extremely high
current-carrying capacity can be provided.
[0028] FIG. 6 is an equivalent circuit diagram representing the concept of a four-terminal capacitor of this invention.
This invention can provide a four-terminal capacitor approximate to the equivalent circuit shown in FIG. 6, with low
impedance, low ESR, and low ESL.
[0029] In the above description of this first embodiment, a line segment linking the two separate anodic terminals
and a line segment linking the two separate cathodic terminals cross each other when viewed from the lamination
direction, but the structure of the terminals will not be limited thereto.
[0030] FIG. 7(a) shows the structure of another four-terminal capacitor of this invention. In FIG. 7(a), 61 refers to a
rectangular or square anodic valve metal foil, 62 refers to a collector metal foil being shaped substantially the same
as the anodic valve metal foil 61, and 63 refers to a dielectric layer. The anodic valve metal foil 61 has rectangular
notches 61a at two diagonally opposite corners. Similarly, the collector metal foil 62 has rectangular notches 62a at
two diagonally opposite corners. As shown in FIG. 7(a), the positions of the notches 62a are shifted so that the notches
(61a and 62a) are not overlapped when the anodic valve metal foil 61 and the collector metal foil 62 are laminated.
The anodic valve metal foil 61 is provided with the dielectric layer 63 on the surface excepting the end parts to be
connected with the anodic terminals. Thus prepared anodic valve metal foils 61 and the collector metal foils 62 are
laminated sequentially through cathodic electroconductive polymer layers (not shown) as required, and different anodic
terminals are connected to the remaining two corners 61b of each anodic valve metal foil 61 while different cathodic
terminals are connected to the remaining two corners 62b of each collector metal foil 62. As a result, a four-terminal
capacitor, in which a line segment linking two anodic terminals and a line segment linking two cathodic terminals cross
each other when viewed from the lamination direction, is obtained. For this capacitor, the anodic valve metal foil 61
can be replaced by an anodic valve metal foil 61' shown in FIG. 7(b). This anodic valve metal foil 61' is provided with
the dielectric layer 63 on the surface excepting its end faces 64 to be connected with anodic terminals.
[0031] FIG. 8(a) shows the structure of still another four-terminal capacitor of this invention. In FIG. 8(a), 66 refers
to a rectangular or square anodic valve metal foil, 67 refers to a collector metal foil being shaped substantially the
same as the anodic valve metal foil 66, and 68 refers to a dielectric layer. The anodic valve metal foil 66 has rectangular
notches 66a at its two corners adjacent to each other. Similarly, the collector metal foil 67 has rectangular notches 67a
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at two adjacent corners. As shown in FIG. 8(a), the positions of the notches 67a are shifted so that the notches (66a
and 67a) are not overlapped when the anodic valve metal foil 66 and the collector metal foil 67 are laminated. The
anodic valve metal foil 66 is provided with the dielectric layer 68 on the surface excepting the end parts to be connected
with the anodic terminals. Thus prepared anodic valve metal foils 66 and the collector metal foils 67 are laminated
sequentially through cathodic electroconductive polymer layers (not shown) as required, and different anodic terminals
are connected to the remaining two corners 66b of each anodic valve metal foil 66 while different cathodic terminals
are connected to the remaining two corners 67b of each collector metal foil 67. As a result, a four-terminal capacitor,
in which a line segment linking two anodic terminals and a line segment linking two cathodic terminals do not cross
each other when viewed from the lamination direction, is obtained. For this capacitor, the anodic valve metal foil 66
can be replaced by an anodic valve metal foil 66' shown in FIG. 8(b). This anodic valve metal foil 66' is provided with
the dielectric layer 63 on the surface excepting its end faces 69 to be connected with anodic terminals.
[0032] It is needless to say that the size of the final products in this embodiment can be modified according to the
capacitance or current-carrying capacity. It is also possible to determine the thickness of the bulk metal layer of the
anodic valve metal foil or that of the collector metal foil according to the desired current-carrying capacity.

Example 1

[0033] A four-terminal capacitor shown in FIG. 2 was manufactured. For the anodic valve metal foils 23, a 100 µm-
thick aluminum foil with a purity of at least 99.98% was used. The surface of the anodic valve metal foil 23 was rough-
ened by an electrolytic a.c. etching in a 35°C solution containing 10wt% hydrochloric acid before the same foil 23 was
cut into rectangular pieces. The bulk metal layer of the anodic valve metal foil 23 was 55 µm in thickness. The dielectric
layer 25 was formed on the anodic valve metal foil 23, excepting the ends of the same foil, by a constant-voltage
anodization at 12V using a 60°C aqueous solution containing 5wt% ammonium adipate (for 6.3 WV). For the collector
metal foil 24, a 50 µm-thick Ni foil shaped substantially the same as the anodic valve metal foil 23 was used. On the
surface of the collector metal foil 24 excepting the end parts to be connected with the cathodic terminals 22, a cathodic
electroconductive polymer layer 26 of polypyrrole was formed previously by an electrolytic polymerization to be several
µ m in thickness. Respectively ten layers of anodic valve metal foils 23 and the collector metal foils 24 were laminated
to cross at an angle of 90° in the longitudinal direction. For conduction, the ends of each anodic valve metal foil 23
and those of each collector metal foil 24 were connected by a mechanical treatment respectively with the anodic ter-
minals 21 and the cathodic terminals 22. Subsequently only the terminal joints were coated with the mold resin 27
before finishing the cathodic electroconductive polymer layer 26 between the anodic valve metal foil 23 and the collector
metal foil 24 by an impregnation chemical polymerization. The entire element except for the terminals' surfaces was
molded with the mold resin 27 to provide a four-terminal capacitor. The case size was D.

Example 2

[0034] A four-terminal capacitor shown in FIG. 2 was manufactured. For the anodic valve metal foils 23, a 100 µm-
thick aluminum foil with a purity of at least 99.98% was used. The surface of the anodic valve metal foil 23 was rough-
ened by an electrolytic a.c. etching in a 35°C solution containing 10wt% hydrochloric acid before being cut into rec-
tangular pieces. The bulk metal layer of the anodic valve metal foil 23 was 55 µm in thickness. The dielectric layer 25
was formed on the anodic valve metal foil 23 excepting the ends of the same foil, by a constant-voltage anodization
at 12V using a 60°C aqueous solution containing 5wt% ammonium adipate. For the collector metal foils 24, a 50 µm-
thick aluminum foil including electroconductive carbon was used. The collector metal foils 24 were shaped substantially
the same as the anodic valve metal foils 23. The aluminum foil including carbon was prepared by applying electrocon-
ductive carbon on the roughened surface of the aluminum foil, pressing and further roughening the surface. On the
surface of the collector metal foil 24 excepting the end parts to be connected with the cathodic terminals 22, a cathodic
electroconductive polymer layer 26 of polypyrrole was formed previously by an electrolytic polymerization to be several
µm in thickness. Respectively ten layers of anodic valve metal foils 23 and the collector metal foils 24 were laminated
to cross at an angle of 90° in the longitudinal direction. For conduction, the ends of each anodic valve metal foil 23
and those of each collector metal foil 24 were connected by a mechanical treatment respectively with the anodic ter-
minals 21 and the cathodic terminals 22. Subsequently only the terminal joints were coated with the mold resin 27
before finishing the cathodic electroconductive polymer layer 26 between the anodic valve metal foil 23 and the collector
metal foil 24 by an impregnation chemical polymerization. The entire element except for the terminals' surfaces was
molded with the mold resin 27 to provide a four-terminal capacitor. The case size was D.

Comparative Example

[0035] A capacitor element structurally based on an aluminum electrolytic capacitor (a 105°C specification, 400
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working volts, anodization voltage:580V) was prepared by leading out respectively two portions of the anodic leads
and cathodic leads from both ends of the anodic foil and those of the current-collecting cathode foil, and winding these
via a separator. The electrode foil and cathode foil were 19cm in length and 2cm in width. The surface of the anodic
foil was roughened to form columnar pores by an electrolytic direct current (d.c.) etching in a 85°C solution containing
hydrochloric acid and sulfuric acid. A dielectric layer was formed by a constant-voltage anodization at 580V using a
60°C aqueous solution containing 5wt% ammonium adipate. The thickness of the bulk metal layer of the anodic foil
was 3 to 5 µm. For the current-collecting cathode foil, a 50 µm-thick aluminum foil was used. The surface of the current-
collecting cathode foil was roughened by an electrolytic a.c. etching in a 35°C solution containing 10wt% hydrochloric
acid. The capacitor element was placed in an aluminum case (D: 30mm, L: 30mm), and an electrolytic solution was
impregnated under reduced pressure before sealing the opening, thus a wound four-terminal capacitor was obtained.
The lead joints were anodized in the electrolytic solution after the sealing step.
[0036] The performance of the four-terminal capacitors in Examples 1, 2 and in Comparative Example is explained
below with reference to Table 1.

[0037] In Table 1, the heating value was measured while passing a current of 1A, the capacitance was measured at
120Hz, and the impedance Z and ESR, at 1MHz.
[0038] As shown in Table 1, the heating values in Examples 1 and 2 are considerably small due to the four-terminal
structure of this invention. "No heat" in Table 1 indicates that the heating value is extremely small. The ESR is consid-
erably decreased in Example 1, and further decreased in Example 2. The impedance (the L component) can be lowered
at high frequencies by a four-terminal capacitor of this invention.

Example 3

[0039] A four-terminal capacitor shown in FIG. 2 was manufactured. For the anodic valve metal foils 23, an aluminum
foil with a purity of at least 99.98% (thickness: 100 µm, width: 5mm, and length: 25mm) was used. The surface of each
anodic valve metal foil 23 was roughened to form pores by an electrolytic a. c. etching in a 35°C solution containing
10wt% hydrochloric acid. The dielectric layer 25 was formed on the anodic valve metal foil 23, excepting the ends of
the same foil, by a constant-voltage anodization at 23V using a 60°C aqueous solution containing 5wt% ammonium
adipate. For the collector metal foils 24, a 90 µm-thick aluminum foil was used. The aluminum foil was roughened by
an electrolytic a.c. etching in a 35°C solution containing 10wt% hydrochloric acid before being cut and used. Each
collector metal foil 24 was 5mm in width and 25mm in length. On the surface of the collector metal foil 24 excepting
the end parts to be connected with the cathodic terminals 22, a cathodic electroconductive polymer layer 26 of polypyr-
role was formed previously by an electrolytic polymerization to be several µ m in thickness. Respectively three layers
of anodic valve metal foils 23 and the collector metal foils 24 were laminated to cross at an angle of 90° in the longitudinal
direction. For conduction, the ends of each anodic valve metal foil 23 and those of each collector metal foil 24 were
connected by a mechanical treatment respectively with the anodic terminals 21 and the cathodic terminals 22. Subse-
quently only the terminal joints were coated with the mold resin 27 before finishing the cathodic electroconductive
polymer layer 26 between the anodic valve metal foil 23 and the collector metal foil 24 by an impregnation chemical
polymerization. The entire element excepting the terminals' surfaces was molded with the mold resin 27 to provide a
four-terminal capacitor.
[0040] The performance of the four-terminal capacitor in Example 3 for lowering the L component is explained below
with reference to the result of a gain-phase impedance measurement carried out by using two terminals and four-
terminals of the same four-terminal capacitor. FIG. 9 shows the relationship between the frequencies and gains at the
measurement of two terminals and four terminals of the four-terminal capacitor in Example 3. In FIG. 9, the "two-
terminal measurement" means the lowering of ESL of the four-terminal capacitor in Example 3 when the capacitor was
used as a two-terminal capacitor. "Four-terminal measurement" is the lowering of ESL when the four-terminal capacitor
in Example 3 was used in itself to meet a purpose of this invention.
[0041] As shown in FIG. 9, the inductance at high frequencies was lowered when the capacitor was used as a four-
terminal capacitor, and thus low impedance was obtained. In a similar evaluation on four-terminal capacitors prepared

Table 1

Capacitance
(µF)

Heating value
(W)

ESR
(mΩ)

Z
(mΩ)

Example 1 300 No heat 7 60

Example 2 310 No heat 5 55

Comparative Example 200 0.1 2000 2070
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by laminating the above anodic valve metal foils 23 and collector metal foils 24 as shown in FIGs. 7 and 8, the inductance
was lowered at high frequencies.
[0042] Thus, a four-terminal capacitor of this invention is excellent in current-carrying capacity and lowering imped-
ance.

Claims

1. A four-terminal capacitor comprising an anodic valve metal foil having a dielectric layer formed on the surface, a
cathodic collector metal foil, a cathodic electroconductive polymer layer arranged between the anodic valve metal
foil and the collector metal foil, and anodic terminals and cathodic terminals for external connection, wherein:

the anodic valve metal foil has a roughened surface, and the internal cross section of the anodic valve metal
foil has an unroughened bulk metal layer;
the internal cross section of the collector metal foil has an unroughened bulk metal layer;
the anodic valve metal foil and the collector metal foil are laminated alternately through the cathodic electro-
conductive polymer layer;
two portions of the anodic valve metal foil are electrically connected to two respective anodic terminals sep-
arately; and
two portions of the collector metal foil are electrically connected to two respective cathodic terminals separately.

2. A four-terminal capacitor comprising an anodic valve metal foil having a dielectric layer formed on the surface, a
cathodic collector metal foil, a cathodic electroconductive polymer layer arranged between the anodic valve metal
foil and the collector metal foil, and anodic terminals and cathodic terminals for external connection, wherein:

the anodic valve metal foil is an aluminium foil with a roughened surface, and the internal cross section of the
anodic valve metal foil has an unroughened bulk metal layer;
the collector metal foil is selected from the group consisting of a nickel foil, a copper foil and an aluminium foil
including carbon particles;
the anodic valve metal foil and the collector metal foil are laminated alternately through the cathodic electro-
conductive polymer layer;
two portions of the anodic valve metal foil are electrically connected to two respective anodic terminals sep-
arately; and
two portions of the collector metal foil are electrically connected to two respective cathodic terminals separately.

3. The four-terminal capacitor according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a line segment linking the two separate anodic
terminals and a line segment linking the two separate cathodic terminals cross each other.

4. The four-terminal capacitor according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a line segment linking the two separate anodic
terminals and a line segment linking the two separate cathodic terminals have no points of intersection.

5. A four-terminal capacitor comprising an anodic valve metal foil having a dielectric layer formed on the surface, a
cathodic collector metal foil, a cathodic electroconductive polymer layer arranged between the anodic valve metal
foil and the collector metal foil, and anodic terminals and cathodic terminals for external connection, wherein:

the anodic valve metal foil and the collector metal foil are laminated alternately through the cathodic electro-
conductive polymer layer;
two portions of the anodic valve metal foil are electrically connected to two respective anodic terminals sep-
arately;
two portions of the collector metal foil are electrically connected to two respective cathodic terminals separately;
and
the anodic valve metal foil having the dielectric layer and the collector metal foil arranged adjacent to the
cathodic electroconductive polymer layer form a four-terminal line that is capacitive at frequencies in use.

6. A four-terminal capacitor comprising an anodic valve metal foil having a dielectric layer formed on the surface, a
cathodic collector metal foil, a cathodic electroconductive polymer layer arranged between the anodic valve metal
foil and the collector metal foil, and anodic terminals and cathodic terminals for external connection, wherein:
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the anodic valve metal foil and the collector metal foil are laminated alternately through the cathodic electro-
conductive polymer layer;
two portions of the anodic valve metal foil are electrically connected to two respective anodic terminals sep-
arately;
two portions of the collector metal foil are electrically connected to two respective cathodic terminals separately;
and
the collector metal foil has a volume resistivity of not more than 6.8 x 10-6 Ωcm.
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