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(54) Image capturing apparatus and control method thereof

(57) An image capturing apparatus comprises: im-
age sensing means for sensing an object image formed
by an optical system; vibration detection means for de-
tecting a vibration applied to the image capturing appa-
ratus; vector detection means for detecting a motion vec-
tor from an image sensed by the image sensing means;
first calculation means for calculating a first correction
amount from a signal obtained based on an output from
the vibration detection means and a signal based on the

motion vector; second calculation means for calculating
a second correction amount based on the motion vector;
first correction means for optically correcting the vibration
based on the first correction amount; and second correc-
tion means for correcting the vibration by changing an
image read region based on the second correction
amount, wherein vibration correction is performed using
both the first correction means and the second correction
means.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a technique of correcting for vibrations of an image capturing apparatus using
both optical and electronic vibration correction systems in the image capturing apparatus.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Recently, as image capturing apparatuses become more compact and the magnification produced by optical
systems become higher, vibration of the image capturing apparatus can greatly degrade the quality of a captured image.
Various vibration correction functions have been proposed, which correct the blur of a captured image, arising from
vibration of the imaging apparatus. A conventional vibration correction function mounted in an image capturing apparatus
is known in which the correction method uses both optical and electronic vibration correction systems (see, for example,
Japanese Patent No. 2803072).
[0003] Firstly, the optical vibration correction system detects vibrations of the image capturing apparatus, and drives
a vibration correction optical system to cancel the detected vibrations, thereby correcting the vibrations so that object
light incident on the image sensor always enters the same position on the image sensing surface. Then, the electronic
vibration correction system ascertains the displacement between images to detect the remaining vibrations that cannot
be corrected for by the optical vibration correction system. The electronic vibration correction system moves the image
read region to cancel the ascertained displacement between images, correcting for the remaining, low frequency, vibra-
tions. In this way, the image capturing apparatus can improve the correction ability using both optical and electronic
vibration correction systems.
[0004] However, the known correction method using both optical and electronic vibration correction systems suffers
the following problems. An angular velocity sensor used to detect the amount of vibration of the image capturing apparatus
can detect high frequency vibrations with high precision. However, the angular velocity detection characteristic generally
becomes poor at low frequencies, of 1 Hz or less. Furthermore, the electronic vibration correction system cannot correct
vibrations during the accumulation period of time. When all remaining vibrations, which cannot be corrected for by the
optical vibration correction system, are subjected to correction by the electronic vibration correction system based on
detection of a blur between images, the image quality deteriorates owing to vibrations during the accumulation period
of time due to the generation of large amplitude low frequency vibrations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention has been made in consideration of the above situation, and improves the vibration
correction ability while ameliorating vibrations during the accumulation period of time in a vibration correction method
using both optical and electronic vibration correction systems.
[0006] According to a first aspect of the present invention here is provided an image capturing apparatus as specified
in claims 1 to 6.
[0007] According to a second aspect of the present invention there is provided a method of controlling an image
capturing apparatus as specified in claim 7.
[0008] Further features of the present invention will become apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments (with reference to the attached drawings).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The accompanying drawings illustrate embodiments of the invention, and together with the description, serve
to explain the principles of the invention.
[0010] Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the arrangement of an image capturing apparatus according to an embod-
iment of the present invention;
[0011] Fig. 2A is a flowchart for explaining processing by a vector coefficient controller 130 in the first embodiment;
[0012] Fig. 2B is a graph illustrating a change in the value of a coefficient K in the first embodiment;
[0013] Fig. 3 is a view for explaining the shiftable number of pixels for electronic vibration correction in the first em-
bodiment;
[0014] Fig. 4A is a flowchart for explaining processing by a vector coefficient controller 130 in the second embodiment;
[0015] Fig. 4B is a graph exemplifying a change of the value of a coefficient K in the second embodiment;
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[0016] Fig. 5A is a flowchart for explaining processing by a vector coefficient controller 130 in the third embodiment; and
[0017] Fig. 5B is a graph illustrating a change of the value of a coefficient K in the third embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0018] Embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail in accordance with the accompanying drawings.
Note that vibration correction control in either the lateral or longitudinal direction of an image will be explained. Vibration
correction control in the other direction is the same, so a description thereof will not be repeated.
[0019] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of an image capturing apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention. A vibration detection sensor 102 is, for example, a vibration gyro type angular velocity sensor.
The vibration detection sensor 102 detects, as a vibration signal, vibrations applied to the apparatus owing to camera
shake or the swing of the body, and provides the vibration signal to a DC cut-off filter 103. The DC cut-off filter 103 cuts
off a direct current (DC) component contained in the vibration signal provided from the vibration detection sensor 102,
and provides only the alternating current (AC) component, that is, vibration component of the vibration signal, to an
amplifier 104. Note that the DC cut-off filter 103 is, for example, a high-pass filter (HPF) which cuts off an input signal
in a predetermined frequency band. The amplifier 104 amplifies, to an optimum sensitivity, the vibration signal (vibration
component) provided from the DC cut-off filter 103, and provides the amplified vibration signal to an A/D converter 105.
The A/D converter 105 converts the vibration signal provided from the amplifier 104 into a digital vibration signal, and
provides it as angular velocity data to a high-pass filter (HPF) 106 in a micro-computer (PCOM) 101.
[0020] The HPF 106 cuts off a low frequency component contained in the digital vibration signal (angular velocity data)
output from the A/D converter 105 and outputs the resultant angular velocity data. An integrator 107 integrates the
angular velocity data output from the HPF 106, and outputs the integration result as angular displacement data. A focal
length correction unit 108 acquires current zoom position information from a zoom encoder 119 which detects the zoom
position of an imaging optical system 118 for performing zooming and focusing operations. The focal length correction
unit 108 calculates the focal length from this information. The focal length correction unit 108 calculates the correction
driving amount (referred to as "angular velocity optical correction data") of a correction optical system 117 based on the
focal length information and the above-mentioned angular displacement data.
[0021] An image sensor 120 converts an object image formed via the correction optical system 117 and imaging
optical system 118 into an image signal at a predetermined frame rate, and outputs the image signal. A signal processor
121 generates a video signal from the image signal obtained from the image sensor 120, and provides the video signal
to a motion vector detector 122 and image memory 123. The motion vector detector 122 detects the motion vector of
an image based on a luminance signal contained in the current video signal generated by the signal processor 121, and
a luminance signal contained in the video signal of an immediately preceding field that is stored in the image memory 123.
[0022] The motion vector data detected by the motion vector detector 122 is provided to a vibration correction amount
calculation unit 131 incorporated into the PCOM 101. The vibration correction amount calculation unit 131 is made up
of the blocks of a first multiplier 126, first motion vector processor 127, second multiplier 128, second motion vector
processor 129, and vector coefficient controller 130.
[0023] The first multiplier 126 multiplies the motion vector detected by the motion vector detector 122 by a coefficient
1-K (0 ≤ K ≤ 1), and provides the resultant data to the first motion vector processor 127. By using a low-pass filter (LPF)
or the like, the first motion vector processor 127 integrates the data which has been obtained by multiplying the motion
vector by the coefficient 1-K and output from the first multiplier 126. The first motion vector processor 127 sets the
integration result as displacement data of the motion vector. The resultant output from the first motion vector processor
127 serves as the correction driving amount (vector optical correction data) of the correction optical system 117.
[0024] An adder 109 adds the angular velocity optical correction data from the focal length correction unit 108 and
the vector optical correction data from the first motion vector processor 127, calculating the final correction driving amount
(first correction amount) of the correction optical system 117. A subtracter 110 calculates the difference between the
final correction driving amount from the adder 109, and a digital value (position detection data) obtained by A/D-converting,
by an A/D converter 116, an output from a position detection sensor 115 which detects the position of the correction
optical system 117. The subtracter 110 outputs the result to a control filter 111. A pulse width modulator 112 converts
an output from the control filter 111 into a PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) signal, and outputs the PWM signal. Based
on the PWM signal output from the pulse width modulator 112, a motor driving unit 113 drives a motor 114 for moving
the correction optical system 117, thereby changing the optical path of light incident on the image sensing surface of
the image sensor 120 and optically correcting a blur generated in the sensed image.
[0025] The second multiplier 128 of the vibration correction amount calculation unit 131 multiplies the motion vector
detected by the motion vector detector 122 by a coefficient K (0 ≤ K ≤ 1), and provides the resultant data to the second
motion vector processor 129. In accordance with the data obtained by multiplying the motion vector by the coefficient
K, the second motion vector processor 129 calculates a control amount (second correction amount) for controlling an
image read position in the image memory 123 to cancel the displacement between images. A memory read control unit
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124 determines an image read position in the image memory 123 in accordance with the control amount calculated by
the second motion vector processor 129. As a result, a video signal obtained by electronically correcting vibrations is
output from the image memory 123, and provided to a recording apparatus or display apparatus via a video output
terminal 125.
[0026] The vector coefficient controller 130 determines the coefficient K. Note that the method of determining the
coefficient K will be described in detail in the first to third embodiments.

<First Embodiment>

[0027] The processing of determining the coefficient K by a vector coefficient controller 130 in an image capturing
apparatus 100 having the above arrangement according to the first embodiment of the present invention will be explained.
[0028] Fig. 2A is a flowchart exemplifying processing by the vector coefficient controller 130. This processing is
repeatedly performed in every predetermined period such as 1/60 sec.
[0029] In step S10, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines whether the shiftable number of pixels (CORRECT_
PIXEL) for electronic vibration correction is smaller than a predetermined value CORRECT_LIMIT. In electronic vibration
correction, a partial area (for example, area B in Fig. 3) is extracted from the entire image sensing area (for example,
area A in Fig. 3) read out from an image sensor 120, and the position of the read area is changed within the image
sensing area so as to cancel vibrations. For example, in Fig. 3, the shiftable number of pixels for electronic vibration
correction (in the lateral direction of the frame in Fig. 3) corresponds to portions a and b; that is 

Changing the electronic zoom ratio of the image capturing apparatus 100 means changing the area B in Fig. 3, and the
shiftable number of pixels (CORRECT_PIXEL) changes depending on the electronic zoom ratio.
[0030] If the vector coefficient controller 130 determines in step S10 that CORRECT_PIXEL is smaller than CORRECT_
LIMIT, it shifts to a process in step S12. In step S12, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines, as the coefficient
K, a value obtained by multiplying CORRECT_PIXEL by a predetermined coefficient COEFF1 (0 < COEFF1 <
1/CORRECT_LIMIT): 

That is, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines, as the coefficient K, a value obtained by multiplying the shiftable
number of pixels for electronic vibration correction by the predetermined coefficient COEFF1. In step S13, the vector
coefficient controller 130 sets the coefficient K determined in step S12 in a first multiplier 126 and second multiplier 128.
[0031] If the vector coefficient controller 130 determines in step S10 that CORRECT_PIXEL is equal to or larger than
CORRECT_LIMIT, it shifts to a process in step S11. In step S11, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines, as
the coefficient K (value used in the first multiplier 126 and second multiplier 128), a value obtained by multiplying
CORRECT_LIMIT by the predetermined coefficient COEFF1. That is, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines,
as the coefficient K, a value obtained by multiplying a predetermined shiftable number of pixels for electronic vibration
correction by the predetermined coefficient COEFF1. In step S13, the vector coefficient controller 130 sets the coefficient
K determined in step S11 in the first multiplier 126 and second multiplier 128.
[0032] Fig. 2B is a graph exemplifying a change of the value of the coefficient K corresponding to the CORRECT_
PIXEL value in steps S11 and S12. The value of the coefficient K increases as the CORRECT_PIXEL value increases,
and is limited by a predetermined value CORRECT_LIMIT x COEFF1. In the graph of Fig. 2B, the coefficient K serving
as a variable, and the shiftable number CORRECT_PIXEL of pixels for electronic vibration correction have a linear
function relation, and COEFF1 indicates the ratio (slope) of the change. If CORRECT_PIXEL < CORRECT_LIMIT, 
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Since 0 ≤K ≤1, COEFF1 satisfies a relation: 0 < COEFF1 < 1/CORRECT_LIMIT. This setting of the value of the coefficient
K has the following advantages.
[0033] In optical vibration correction by a correction optical system 117, vibrations are corrected so that object light
incident on the image sensor 120 always enters the same position on the image sensing surface. Thus, even vibrations
during the accumulation period of time, which cannot be corrected by electronic vibration correction, can be corrected.
In particular, vibrations during the accumulation period of time are readily generated by the high frequency component
of vibrations that causes a high vibration amount per unit time. However, a vibration detection sensor 102 can detect,
at high precision, the high frequency component of vibrations applied to the apparatus. Therefore, the correction optical
system 117 preferably corrects the high frequency component of vibrations detected by the vibration detection sensor
102, that is, vibrations applied to the apparatus.
[0034] However, as described above, the angular velocity detection characteristic of the vibration detection sensor
102 using a vibration gyro type angular velocity sensor or the like deteriorates in a low frequency band of 1 Hz or less.
In the low frequency band, the influence of a correction error becomes serious, and vibrations remain uncorrected,
resulting in a poor-quality sensed image. To prevent this, a motion vector detector 122 is further adopted in addition to
detection by the vibration detection sensor 102. The motion vector detector 122 detects the remaining vibrations in the
low frequency band that cannot be detected by the vibration detection sensor 102. The detected vibrations are corrected,
improving the correction ability.
[0035] However, if all remaining vibrations detected by the motion vector detector 122 are corrected by electronic
vibration correction using a memory read control unit 124, the image quality may deteriorate owing to vibrations during
the accumulation period of time upon generation of vibrations with a large amplitude in a low frequency band. Thus, in
the present invention, the correction optical system 117 corrects some (1-K multiple (0 ≤K ≤ 1)) of the remaining vibrations
detected by the motion vector detector 122. This can widen the correction range and improve the vibration correction
ability using both optical vibration correction and electronic vibration correction while reducing vibrations during the
accumulation period of time.
[0036] The first embodiment uses both optical vibration correction and electronic vibration correction to widen the
vibration correction range and improve the vibration correction ability. As the shiftable number CORRECT_PIXEL of
pixels for electronic vibration correction increases, the coefficient K is increased to increase the ratio of electronic vibration
correction. However, excessively increasing the ratio of electronic vibration correction makes vibrations during the ac-
cumulation period of time conspicuous. Thus, the coefficient K is limited to a predetermined value CORRECT_LIMIT x
COEFF1 so that vibrations during the accumulation period of time cannot be identified by the human eye. In the above
description, 0 < COEFF1 < 1/CORRECT_LIMIT is set. However, the upper limit of COEFF1 may be set depending on
various requirements such as the ability of the optical vibration correction function and the dimensions of the image
capturing apparatus so that vibrations during the accumulation period of time cannot be identified by the human eye.
The value of the coefficient COEFF1 is set so that the coefficient K satisfies 0 ≤K ≤ 1.
[0037] As described above, the first embodiment can provide an image capturing apparatus which improves the
vibration correction ability using both electronic and optical vibration correction systems while minimizing vibrations
during the accumulation period of time.

<Second Embodiment>

[0038] Processing of determining the coefficient K by a vector coefficient controller 130 according to the second
embodiment of the present invention will be explained.
[0039] Fig. 4A is a flowchart exemplifying processing by the vector coefficient controller 130. This processing is
repetitively performed in every predetermined period such as 1/60 sec.
[0040] In step S20, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines, as the value (0 ≤ K ≤ 1) of the coefficient K, a
value obtained by adding a predetermined value K_MAX_WIDE to a value obtained by multiplying the focal length f of
the image capturing apparatus by a predetermined coefficient COEFF2: 
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where F_TELE is the focal length at the telephoto end, and F_WIDE is the focal length at the wide-angle end. The focal
length f is calculated from current zoom position information obtained from a zoom encoder 119 which detects the zoom
position of an imaging optical system 118. In step S21, the vector coefficient controller 130 sets the determined coefficient
K in a first multiplier 126 and second multiplier 128.
[0041] Fig. 4B is a graph exemplifying a change of the value of the coefficient K corresponding to the value of the
focal length f in step S20. The value of the coefficient K becomes a maximum value K_MAX_WIDE + F_WIDE x COEFF2
at the wide-angle end focal length F_WIDE. The value of the coefficient K decreases for a larger value of the focal length
f, and becomes a minimum value K_MAX_WIDE + F_TELE x COEFF2 at the telephoto end focal length F_TELE. The
setting of the value of the coefficient K has the following advantages.
[0042] Letting θe the angle of vibrations applied to the apparatus and f be the focal length of the image capturing
apparatus, the vibration amount on the image sensing surface can be approximated to be ftanθ. If the same amount of
vibrations is generated, the vibration amount on the image sensing surface increases for a larger focal length f. Considering
this, in the second embodiment, the coefficient K is decreased for a larger focal length f of the image capturing apparatus,
reducing the ratio of electronic vibration correction. With this setting, vibrations during the accumulation period of time
cannot be identified by the human eye even at a long focal length.
[0043] As described above, the second embodiment can provide an image capturing apparatus which improves the
vibration correction ability using both electronic and optical vibration correction systems while minimizing vibrations
during the accumulation period of time.

<Third Embodiment>

[0044] Processing of determining the coefficient K by a vector coefficient controller 130 according to the third embod-
iment of the present invention will be explained.
[0045] Fig. 5A is a flowchart exemplifying processing by the vector coefficient controller 130. This processing is
repetitively performed in every predetermined period such as 1/60 sec.
[0046] In step S30, the vector coefficient controller 130 determines, as the value of the coefficient K, a value obtained
by adding a predetermined value K_MAX_HIGH_SPEED to a value obtained by multiplying the shutter speed SS of the
image capturing apparatus by a predetermined coefficient COEFF3: 

Letting SLOW_SS be the slowest shutter speed of the image capturing apparatus, relations:

- K_MAX_HIGH_SPEED/SLOW_SS < COEFF3 < 0
- SLOW_SS x COEFF3 < K_MAX_HIGH_SPEED < 1 - HIGH_ SS x COEFF3

hold. In step S31, the vector coefficient controller 130 sets the determined coefficient K in a first multiplier 126 and
second multiplier 128.
[0047] Fig. 5B is a graph exemplifying a change of the value of the coefficient K corresponding to the value of the
shutter speed SS in step S30. The value of the coefficient K becomes a maximum value K_MAX_HIGH_SPEED +
HIGH_ SS x COEFF3 at the highest shutter speed HIGH_SS. The value of the coefficient K decreases for a slower
shutter speed SS, and becomes a minimum value K_MAX_HIGH_SPEED + SLOW_ SS x COEFF3 at the slowest
shutter speed SLOW_SS. In the third embodiment, the slowest shutter speed SLOW_SS can be set to 1/60 sec which
is the processing cycle of the vector coefficient controller 130. This setting of the value of the coefficient K has the
following advantages.
[0048] The vibration amount during the accumulation period of time increases for a slower shutter speed. Hence, in
the third embodiment, the coefficient K is decreased for a slower shutter speed SS of the image capturing apparatus,
reducing the ratio of electronic vibration correction. With this setting, vibrations during the accumulation period of time
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cannot be identified by the human eye even at a slow shutter speed.
[0049] As described above, the third embodiment can provide an image capturing apparatus which improves the
vibration correction ability using both electronic and optical vibration correction systems while minimizing vibrations
during the accumulation period of time.
[0050] While the present invention has been described with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary embodiments.

Claims

1. An image capturing apparatus (100) comprises:

image sensing means (120) arranged to sense an object image formed by an optical system (117, 118);
vibration detection means (102) arranged to detect a vibration applied to the image capturing apparatus;
vector detection means (112) arranged to detect a motion vector from an image sensed by said image sensing
means;
characterized by first calculation means (106-112, 127) arranged to calculate a first correction amount from
a signal obtained based on an output from said vibration detection means (102) and a signal based on the
motion vector;
second calculation means (129) arranged to calculate a second correction amount based on the motion vector;
first correction means (112-114, 117) arranged to optically correct the vibration based on the first correction
amount; and
second correction means (124) arranged to electronically correct the vibration by changing an image read region
based on the second correction amount,
wherein the image capturing apparatus (100) is arranged such that vibration correction is performed using both
said first correction means (112-114, 117) and said second correction means (124).

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
said first calculation means (106-112, 127) is arranged to calculate the first correction amount from the signal
obtained based on the output from said vibration detection means (102) and the signal obtained by multiplying the
motion vector by a predetermined coefficient 1-K (0 ≤ K ≤ 1), and
said second calculation means (129) is arranged to calculate the second correction amount based on a signal
obtained by multiplying the motion vector by a predetermined coefficient K, where 0 ≤ K ≤ 1.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, arranged such that the coefficient K is increased for a wider image readable
region within which the image read region is changed by said second correction means (124).

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, arranged such that the coefficient K is set to a preset value when the image
readable region within which the image read region is changed by said second correction means (124) exceeds a
preset region.

5. The apparatus according to claim 2, arranged such that the coefficient K is decreased for a longer focal length of
the image capturing apparatus.

6. The apparatus according to claim 2, arranged such that the coefficient K is decreased for a lower shutter speed.

7. A method of controlling an image capturing apparatus (100) including image sensing means (120) for sensing an
object image formed by an optical system (117, 118),
the method comprising:

detecting a vibration applied to the image capturing apparatus;
characterized by detecting a motion vector from an image sensed by the image sensing means;
calculating a first correction amount from a signal obtained based on an output in the detecting a vibration, and
a signal based on the motion vector;
calculating a second correction amount based on the motion vector;
optically correcting the vibration based on the first correction amount; and
correcting the vibration by changing an image read region based on the second correction amount,
wherein vibration correction is performed using both the optically correcting the vibration and the correcting the
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vibration.
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