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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a fluid mixing
apparatus and a fluid mixing method, and more particu-
larly to a fluid mixing apparatus and a fluid mixing method
for distributing a fluid at a uniform flow rate in branch
portions of a channel in the fluid mixing apparatus. More
particularly, the present invention relates to a fluid mixing
method for uniformly distributing a fluid to increase yields
in a fluid mixing apparatus of numbering-up type includ-
ing an increased number of units (referred to as micro-
reactors) for precise chemical reactions or mixing.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Micro space provides a large surface area per
unit volume, allowing many reaction interfaces of reaction
fluids to be formed and facilitating temperature control,
which receives attention as a technique for increasing
efficiency or velocity of reactions or mixing between flu-
ids.
[0003] Generally, a microreactor that performs reac-
tions or mixing while precisely controlling fluids in micro
space has low throughput. Increasing the size of chan-
nels in the microreactor to increase the capacity and thus
increase throughput, however, causes loss of basic func-
tions (for example, of forming a laminar flow, or the like)
specific to the microreactor. For this reason, various stud-
ies have been made on a numbering-up technique for
increasing the number of channels.
[0004] In order to achieve precise chemical reactions
in a microreactor, precise control of a flow rate is impor-
tant. "Numbering-up of micro device: a first liquid-flow
splitting unit (Chemical Engineering Journal 101 (2004)
421-429)" discloses an example in which a unit for split-
ting a liquid flow is provided upstream of a microreactor
to split the liquid flow to the microreactor with tubes. With
this method, however, variations in head pressure
caused by placement of the tubes or variations in inner
diameters of the tubes may cause flow resistance. Also,
chips of sealing materials in connectors of the tubes may
enter microchannels to block the channels. Bubbles of
air trapped between the tubes and the connectors may
cause variations in flow rate.
[0005] In order to achieve numbering-up more effi-
ciently in a microreactor including a channel of a branch
structure, reaction fluids need to be uniformly distributed
to provide a uniform ratio of flow rates of the reaction
fluids in each channel.
[0006] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2004-243308 discloses a microchannel structure of num-
bering-up type, including a circularly recessed storage
space for temporarily storing a fluid introduced halfway
through a channel, and linear supply channels formed

radially from the storage space. This proposes uniformly
passing the fluid through each microchannel using the
storage space as a buffer to prevent nonuniform pressure
of the fluid.
[0007] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
10-267468 proposes a heat exchanger including, before
distribution chambers, a main channel and distribution
holes each having a diameter smaller than that of the
main channel, thereby providing a pressure loss. Thus,
a heat exchange fluid passes through the main channel
and is distributed to the distribution chambers through
the distribution holes, thereby allowing the fluid to uni-
formly flow into each distribution chamber and increasing
heat exchange effectiveness.
[0008] The conventional method, however, is still in-
sufficient to uniformly distribute a fluid, and uniform and
stable mixing or reaction cannot be performed in micro-
channels.
[0009] Also, a fluid easily accumulates in a buffer such
as the storage space in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2004-243308 or the distribution chamber
in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
10-267468 . Thus, it is difficult to uniformly distribute the
fluid to all channels by the fluid pushing air in the channels
at the start of passing the fluid (removal of air), or to re-
move air bubbles trapped during operation from the buff-
er or channels communicating with the buffer (removal
of air bubbles).
[0010] This prevents continuous stable operation, and
also requires time for starting the operation or cleaning
after the operation, which increases losses of a reaction
fluid or a cleaning fluid.
[0011] The method including the buffer is generally in-
appropriate for a fluid having a quality degrading with
time. Document EP-A-1 473 077 discloses a fluid mixing
apparatus in accordance with the preamble of claim 1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a fluid mixing apparatus in accord-
ance with the features of claim 1.
[0013] The present invention is achieved in view of the
above-described circumstances of the prior art. Embod-
iments of the invention can provide a fluid mixing appa-
ratus and a fluid mixing method that can increase uniform
distribution properties of fluids in numbering-up and air
bubble removing properties in channels to allow uniform
and stable mixing or reaction to be performed.
[0014] In embodiments according to the first aspect,
the pressure loss increasing devices that increase pres-
sure losses of the rectified plural kinds of fluids are pro-
vided in the plurality of distribution channels in the distri-
bution section, thereby allowing the plural kinds of fluids
to be uniformly distributed into the converging section.
The different kinds of fluids among the uniformly distrib-
uted plural kinds of fluids are converged to be mixed or
react in the respective mixing/reaction channels, thereby
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allowing uniform and stable mixing or reaction to be con-
currently performed in the mixing/reaction channels.
[0015] The pressure loss increasing device is not lim-
ited as long as it is a device for increasing the pressure
loss in the distribution channel, and includes, for exam-
ple, an orifice structure or a structure increasing the
length of the distribution channel.
[0016] In a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the converging section and the mixing/reaction sec-
tion are integrally formed.
[0017] According to the preferred embodiment, the flu-
id mixing apparatus can be made compact.
[0018] In another preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the pressure loss in the distribution channel is
the highest among all the channels that constitute the
fluid mixing apparatus.
[0019] According to another preferred embodiment,
the pressure loss in the distribution channel is the highest
among all the channels that constitute the fluid mixing
apparatus, thereby allowing the fluids to be more uni-
formly distributed. The pressure loss in the distribution
channel is set so that the sum of the pressure losses of
all the channels that constitute the fluid mixing apparatus
is smaller than a pressure resistance limit of a pump, a
pipe, a connector or the like that supplies the fluids.
[0020] In a further preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the pressure loss increasing device is an ori-
fice.
[0021] This increases uniform distribution properties
of the fluids in numbering-up.
[0022] In a still further preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the distribution section is provided in
multiple stages before the converging section, and the
distribution number for one distribution is ten or less.
[0023] According to the still further preferred embodi-
ment, the distribution section is provided in multiple stag-
es to allow free setting of the numbering-up number, but
too large a distribution number for one distribution causes
accumulating portions to be easily formed. Thus, the dis-
tribution number for one distribution is preferably ten or
less.
[0024] In a yet further preferred embodiment of the
present invention, a circle equivalent diameter of the mi-
crochannel in the mixing/reaction section is 1 mm or less.
[0025] Thus, the present invention is effective partic-
ularly when it is difficult to uniformly distribute the fluids
into the plurality of microchannels.
[0026] It is also contemplated that the fluid mixing ap-
paratus includes no accumulating portion where the plu-
ral kinds of fluids accumulate. In this case, the fluid mixing
apparatus forms no accumulating portion, thereby in-
creasing uniform distribution properties of the reaction
fluids in numbering-up and air bubble removing proper-
ties in the channels to allow uniform and stable mixing
or reaction to be performed. The accumulating portion is
a portion at which an average flow velocity is one hun-
dredth or less, preferably one tenth or less, and more
preferably one half or less of the highest velocity portion

in the entire fluid mixing apparatus.
[0027] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a fluid mixing method in ac-
cordance with the features of claim 7.
[0028] With embodiments according to the second as-
pect, the pressure losses are increased in the distributing
step of distributing the rectified plural kinds of fluids,
thereby allowing the plural kinds of fluids to be uniformly
distributed to the converging step. The different kinds of
fluids among the plural kinds of fluids uniformly distribut-
ed are converged to be mixed or react, thereby allowing
uniform and stable mixing or reaction to be concurrently
performed.
[0029] In a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the pressure loss of each of the plural kinds of fluids
is the highest when the fluids are distributed into the plu-
rality of flows in the distributing step in methods according
to the second aspect.
[0030] According to the preferred embodiment, the flu-
ids can be uniformly distributed to the converging step.
The pressure loss in the distribution channel is set so
that the sum of the pressure losses of all the channels
that constitute the fluid mixing apparatus is smaller than
a pressure resistance limit of a pump, a pipe, a connector
or the like that supplies fluids.
[0031] With embodiments of the present invention, uni-
form distribution properties of the fluids in numbering-up
and air bubble removing properties in the channels can
be increased to allow uniform and stable mixing or reac-
tion to be performed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0032] To enable a better understanding of the present
invention, and to show have the same may be carried
into effect, reference will now be made, by way of exam-
ple only, to the accompanying drawings, in which:-

Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view for illustrating
an example of a fluid mixing apparatus according to
a first embodiment;
Figs. 2A and 2B are exploded perspective views for
illustrating a rectifying section in the fluid mixing ap-
paratus in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view for illustrating a distribu-
tion section, a mixing/reaction section, and an out-
flow section in the fluid mixing apparatus according
to the first embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a partial perspective view of the mixing/re-
action section in Fig. 3;
Fig. 5 is a perspective view for illustrating an opera-
tion in Fig. 4;
Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram for illustrating another
aspect of the mixing/reaction channel in the first em-
bodiment;
Fig. 7 is an exploded perspective view for illustrating
an example of a fluid mixing apparatus according to
a second embodiment;
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Fig. 8 is a partial perspective view of a converging
section in Fig. 7; and
Fig. 9 illustrates an operation in Fig. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0033] Now, preferred embodiments of a fluid mixing
apparatus and a fluid mixing method according to the
present invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings. A liquid-liquid reaction between
liquids L1 and L2 that produces a reaction product LM
will be described by way of example, but the present in-
vention is not limited to this.

[First embodiment]

[0034] Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view for illus-
trating an example of a fluid mixing apparatus (microre-
actor unit) 10 of numbering-up type according to a first
embodiment. Seven parts that constitute the fluid mixing
apparatus 10 are herein shown in exploded perspective
view. This embodiment will be described by taking an
example of a converging section and a mixing/reaction
section integrally formed in one plate.
[0035] As shown, the fluid mixing apparatus 10 is con-
stituted by at least seven plates 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22
and 24 stacked and integrated. The fluid mixing appara-
tus 10 generally includes an inflow section 26 through
which liquids L1 and L2 flow in, a rectifying section 28
that rectifies the flowed-in liquids L1 and L2 into concen-
tric annular flows, a distribution section 30 that distributes
the rectified concentric annular flows into a plurality of
flows, a mixing/reaction section 32 that converges the
distributed liquids L1 and L2 to cause mixing or reaction,
and a outflow section 34 through which a liquid LM after
the mixing or reaction flows out.
[0036] In a central position of the plate 12 of the inflow
section 26, a through hole 36 through which the liquid L1
flows in is formed, and in another position of the plate
12, a through hole 38 through which the liquid L2 flows
in is formed.
[0037] Figs. 2A and 2B are exploded perspective views
for illustrating the rectifying section 28 in the fluid mixing
apparatus 10 in Fig. 1, Fig. 2A illustrates a flow of the
liquid L1, and Fig. 2B illustrates a flow of the liquid L2.
[0038] First, channels for the liquid L1 to flow in the
rectifying section 28 will be described. In a surface of the
plate 14 facing the inflow section 26, a branch structure
channel 40 is formed that divides the liquid L1 having
flowed in through the center of the plate 12 into five radial
flows. Branch channels 42 of the branch structure chan-
nel 40 communicate with respective five through holes
44 ... formed in a thickness direction of the plate 14. The
branch structure is symmetric in a flow direction.
[0039] Through holes 46 ... and 48 ... are formed in the
plates 16 and 18, respectively, so as to communicate
with the through holes 44 ... in the plate 14 when the

plates are stacked, and further communicate with one
concentric annular channel 50 in the plate 20.
[0040] Next, channels for the liquid L2 to flow in the
rectifying section 28 will be described. As described
above, in the surface of the plate 14 facing the inflow
section 26, a through hole 52 is formed so as to commu-
nicate with the through hole 38, and in a surface facing
the plate 16, a channel 54 is formed that communicates
with the through hole 52 at the center of the surface.
[0041] In a surface of the plate 18 facing the plate 16,
a branch structure channel 58 is formed that divides the
liquid L2 into five radial flows from the center of the plate
18.
[0042] Branch channels 57 of the branch structure
channel 58 communicate with respective five through
holes 59 ... formed in the thickness direction of the plate
14. The branch structure is symmetric in a flow direction.
The five through holes 59 ... are formed inside the
through holes 48 ... through which the liquid L1 flows,
and communicate with a concentric annular channel 60
concentrically formed inside the concentric annular chan-
nel 50 in the plate 20.
[0043] The channels of the liquids L1 and L2 are con-
figured to be geometrically symmetric. A circle equivalent
diameter in radial sections of the channels and holes
formed in the plates 12, 14, 16 and 18 in the rectifying
section 28 is preferably 10 mm or less, more preferably
1 mm or less, and further preferably 500 Pm or less. The
sectional shape of the channel is preferably circular, but
not limited to this, and may be rectangular, or V-shaped.
In the embodiment, the radial section of each of the
branch structure channels 40 and 58 is rectangular with
a width of 300 Pm and a depth of 300 Pm.
[0044] In the embodiment, the branch structure chan-
nels 40 and 58 each have five branch channels by way
of example, but not limited to this. However, too large a
branch number for one distribution causes accumulating
portions to be easily formed in branch portions of the
channels, preventing uniform distribution. Specifically, it
is preferable that a microchannel is divided into ten or
less radial branch channels, and then a diameter of a
circle connecting ends of the branch channels collected
at the radial center is less than twice a diameter of the
microchannel. On the other hand, it is not preferable that
the microchannel is divided into eleven or more radial
branch channels, and then a diameter of a circle con-
necting ends of the branch channels is more than twice
the diameter of the microchannel.
[0045] Thus, the branch number for one distribution is
preferably ten or less for reducing the accumulating por-
tions to a negligible level. The accumulating portion
where the liquid accumulates is a portion at which an
average flow velocity is one hundredth or less, preferably
one tenth or less, and more preferably one half or less
of the highest velocity portion in the entire fluid mixing
apparatus.
[0046] Diameters of the through holes 48 ... and the
through holes 59 ... are adjusted to accommodate differ-
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ences in flow resistance in view of the ratio of flow rates
of the liquids L1 and L2 and the lengths of the channels.
[0047] In the rectifying section 28 thus configured, the
liquid L1 having flowed in through the through hole 36 in
the plate 12 is divided into five flows in the branch struc-
ture channel 40 formed in the plate 14. Then, the respec-
tive flows of the divided liquid L1 flow through the through
holes 44, 46 and 48, and then flow into the concentric
annular channel 50 formed in the plate 20 to form con-
centric annular flows.
[0048] Similarly, the liquid L2 having flowed in through
the through hole 38 in the plate 12 flows through the
through hole 52 and the channel 54 formed in the plate
14 and flows out of the center of the plate 14, and flows
into the through hole 56 formed at the center of the plate
16. Then, the liquid L2 is divided into five flows in the
branch structure channel 58 formed in the plate 18. The
respective flows of the divided liquid L2 flow through the
through holes 59, and then flow into the concentric an-
nular channel 60 formed in the plate 20 to form concentric
annular flows.
[0049] Thus, the liquids L 1 and L2 having flowed in
the inflow section 26 are divided to form the concentric
annular flows, thereby allowing stable rectification.
[0050] Fig. 3 is a perspective view for illustrating a dis-
tribution section 30, a mixing/reaction section 32, and an
outflow section 34 in the fluid mixing apparatus 10.
[0051] The distribution section 30 distributes the two
concentric annular flows rectified by the rectifying section
28 into a plurality of flows. Ten distribution holes 62 ...
communicate with the annular channel 50 provided in
the plate 20 at regular intervals, and ten distribution holes
64 ... communicate with the concentric annular channel
60 at regular intervals.
[0052] The through holes 48 ... in the plate 18 are
placed in positions corresponding to middle points be-
tween the distribution holes 62 ... in the concentric an-
nular channel 60. Similarly, the through holes 59 ... in the
plate 18 are placed in positions corresponding to middle
points between the distribution holes 64 ... in the concen-
tric annular channel 50. Thus, the structure is geometri-
cally symmetric toward the downstream side.
[0053] Orifices are provided in the distribution holes
62 ... and 64 .... A diameter of each orifice is set so that
the highest pressure loss is obtained in the orifice among
all the channels of the plates that constitute the fluid mix-
ing apparatus 10. The orifices provided in the distribution
holes 62 ... and 64 ... allow the two concentric annular
flows to be uniformly divided into ten flows.
[0054] In view of limits of a high pressure plunger
pump, a general pipe joint, or a simple joint, a pressure
loss ∆P in the orifice is preferably 1 x 10-6 Pa to 10 MPa,
more preferably 1 x 10-6 Pa to 1 MPa, and further pref-
erably 1 x 10-6 Pa to 0.3 MPa.
[0055] The pressure loss ∆P is expressed by the fol-
lowing Hagen-Poiseuille equation (1). 

 (where P is a viscosity (Pa.s), L is a channel length (m),
U is a flow velocity (m/s), and D is a density (kg/m3)).
[0056] In a fluid mixing apparatus including n mem-
bers, with a pressure loss ∆Pn in a microchannel of an
n-th member, a pressure loss ∆Po in an orifice formed in
the distribution section 30 immediately before the mixing/
reaction section 32 is the highest among ∆P1, ∆P2,
∆P3,... ∆Pn. With all pressure losses ∆Pall of the fluid
mixing apparatus being ∆P1 + ∆P2 + ∆P3 + ... + ∆Pn,
∆Pall is set to be pressure resistance (allowable pres-
sure) Plim or less of a liquid feeding system such as a
pump, a pipe, or a connector, and a seal member such
as an O-ring.
[0057] The mixing/reaction section 32 causes mixing
or reaction between the liquids L1 and L2 distributed by
the distribution section 30 in a mixing/reaction channel
66 formed in the plate 22.
[0058] Fig. 4 is a partial perspective view of a converg-
ing section on a surface of the plate 22 facing the plate
20 in the mixing/reaction section 32 in Fig. 3. As shown
in Fig. 4, in the surface of the plate 22 facing the plate
20, a first converging channel 68 communicating with the
distribution holes 62 ... is formed in a thickness direction
of the plate 22. A second converging channel 69 of a
cylindrical shape with a slit, and a radial channel 69A
communicating with the second converging channel 69
and the distribution holes 64 ... are formed around the
first converging channel 68. A sectional area of the radial
channel 69A is set so as not to be bottleneck. The first
and second converging channels 68 and 69 communi-
cate with the mixing/reaction channel 66 passing through
the plate 22 in the thickness direction.
[0059] Collection channels 72 ... are formed that pro-
vide communication between terminal ends of the mixing/
reaction channels 66 ... and the center of the surface of
the plate 22 facing the plate 24.
[0060] The mixing/reaction channel 66 is preferably
configured so as to obtain a Reynolds number Re of 2300
or less, and more preferably configured so as to obtain
purity and a yield required for mixing and reaction and
be produced at low costs.
[0061] A circle equivalent diameter in a radial section
of the mixing/reaction channel 66 is preferably 10 mm or
less, more preferably 1 mm or less, and further preferably
500 Pm or less. A length of the mixing/reaction channel
66 is preferably sufficient to finish the mixing or reaction,
and can be set according to kinds of mixing or reaction.
In the embodiment, the circle equivalent diameter in the
radial section of the mixing/reaction channels 66 ... is 300
Pm.
[0062] As shown in Fig. 3, one through hole 74 through
which the collected reaction product LM flows out is
formed at the center of a surface of the plate 24 in the
outflow section 34. This allows the reaction product LM
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to be collected as one fluid.
[0063] In the plates configured as described above,
positioning holes 78 ... are commonly formed that fit a
high precision screw (not shown) having a body that is a
substitute of a positioning pin. The screw passes through
the positioning holes 78 ... with high precision, thereby
allowing relative positioning of the plates and allowing
the plates to be fastened and assembled. The positioning
holes 78 ... are provided asymmetrically between the sur-
faces of the plates. Specifically, phases of the positioning
holes 78 are provided at irregular pitches. Further, marks
indicating kinds or the stacking order of components,
stacking phases, a stacking direction, or the like are
formed in the plates. This prevents production errors
such as an error in the orientation of the plates when the
plates are stacked and integrated.
[0064] As shown in Fig. 3, O-rings 79 are preferably
provided around the channels formed in the plates and
inside the positioning holes 78 .... This allows the plates
to be stacked and integrated with high sealing properties.
The O-rings 79 may be omitted by finishing the surfaces
of the plates with high precision (smoothness, flatness,
or the like) and removing burrs from channel end surfac-
es.
[0065] The plates are preferably made of material hav-
ing high strength and corrosion resistance, and increas-
ing fluidity of fluids. For example, metal (iron, aluminum,
stainless steel, titanium, hastelloy, or other various kinds
of metal), resin (fluororesin, acrylic resin, PS, PP, or the
like), glass (quartz), ceramic (silicon, or the like), alumina,
or the like can be favorably used.
[0066] Micromachining is used to produce the fluid
mixing apparatus 10. Usable micromachining includes,
for example, as partially described above, LIGA (Roent-
gen-Lithographie Galvanik Abformung) using X-ray li-
thography, high aspect ratio photolithography using
EPON SU-8 (trade name), micro electro discharge ma-
chining (P-EDM), high aspect ratio machining of silicon
by Deep RIE (Reactive Ion Etching), hot embossing, ster-
eolithography, laser machining, ion beam machining,
mechanical micro cutting using a micro tool made of hard
material such as diamond. These techniques may be
used alone or in combination. Preferable micromachining
is LIGA using X-ray lithography, high aspect ratio photo-
lithography using EPON SU-8, micro electro discharge
machining (P-EDM), and mechanical micro cutting.
[0067] A bonding method of the members including
the plates is preferably a precise method keeping dimen-
sional accuracy without damage to the channels caused
by degradation or deformation of material from heat, and
preferably selected from solid phase bonding (such as
pressure bonding or diffusion bonding) or liquid phase
bonding (such as welding, eutectic welding, soldering, or
adhesion) in view of material. For example, the method
includes direct bonding using an intermolecular force on
surfaces of members such as silicon direct bonding for
bonding silicon and silicon when silicon is used as ma-
terial, fusion welding for bonding glass and glass, anode

bonding for bonding silicon and glass, diffusion bonding
for bonding metal and metal, or the like. Bonding of ce-
ramic requires a bonding technique other than mechan-
ical sealing for metal, and a method can be used for print-
ing alumina with glass solder as a bonding agent to a
thickness of about 80 Pm by screen printing, and per-
forming heat treatment at 440°C to 500°C without appli-
cation of pressure. A new technique includes surface ac-
tivation bonding, direct bonding using hydrogen bonding,
and bonding using HF (hydrogen fluoride) solution. The
surface activation bonding is room-temperature direct
bonding of irradiating members with argon ion beams in
a vacuum to clean surfaces of the members at the atomic
level and performing pressure bonding at room temper-
ature. This method can reduce an influence of thermal
deformation of the members, and particularly, can reduce
thermal stress when members of different materials are
bonded. Besides the above described bonding methods,
an adhesive may be used.
[0068] In the embodiment, the microchannels are
formed using SUS with high durability by micro drilling
and micro electro discharge machining. As the method
for stacking and integrating the plates, the method for
integrating the plates by passing the screw through the
positioning holes 78 ... is used as described above, but
the plates may be integrated by the above described var-
ious bonding methods. This allows the O-rings 79 to be
omitted, and the device can be used for fluids that rot
rubber material.
[0069] As a fluid supply device, various micro pumps,
diaphragm pumps, continuous flow type syringe pumps
may be favorably used. The continuous flow type pump
uses a method for filling the entire channels that consti-
tute the fluid mixing apparatus 10 with the liquid L1 or
L2, and driving the entire liquids with a fluid supply device
prepared outside. Supply pressure and supply flow rates
of the liquids L1 and L2 to be supplied to the through
holes 36 and 38 can be freely controlled.
[0070] A heating device such as a heater, a peltier el-
ement or a heat fluid channel, and/or a cooling device
such as a refrigerant channel may be integrated into the
fluid mixing apparatus 10. This allows the liquids L1 and
L2 to be adjusted to an appropriate temperature to in-
crease mixing or reaction efficiency.
[0071] The fluid used in the embodiment may include
a liquid, a gas, a mixed liquid-solid phase fluid, a mixed
gas-solid phase fluid, or the like.
[0072] Next, operations of the distribution section 30
and thereafter in the fluid mixing apparatus 10 of the em-
bodiment will be described with reference to Figs. 3 and
5. The flow directions of the liquids L1 and L2 are shown
by arrows.
[0073] As shown in Fig. 3, first, the rectified liquid L1
flowing through the concentric annular channel 50 and
the rectified liquid L2 flowing through the concentric an-
nular channel 60 inside thereof are distributed into the
ten distribution holes 62 ... and 64 ..., respectively. At the
time, pressure losses of the liquids L1 and L2 flowing
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through the ten distribution holes 62 ... and 64 ... are in-
creased by the orifices.
[0074] This allows the liquids L1 and L2 to be uniformly
supplied to the ten first and second converging channels
68 ... and 69 ... formed in the surface of the plate 22 facing
the plate 20.
[0075] Then, as shown in Fig. 5, the liquid L1 having
flowed out of the distribution holes 62 ... flows into the
first converging channels 68 .... Similarly, the liquid L2
having flowed out of the distribution holes 64 ... flows
through the radial channels 69A ... into the second con-
verging channels 69 .... The flowed-in liquids L1 and L2
are rectified into concentric annular shapes in the thick-
ness direction of the plate 22, then converged in the mix-
ing/reaction channels 66 ..., and mixed or react.
[0076] The reaction products LM produced in the mix-
ing/reaction channels 66 ... flow through the collection
channels 72 ... formed in the surface facing the plate 24
and then collected into one product.
[0077] Then, as shown in Fig. 3, the reaction product
LM flows out of the through hole 74 formed at the center
of the plate 24.
[0078] Thus, according to the present invention, uni-
form distribution properties of the fluids in numbering-up
and air bubble removing properties in the channels can
be increased to allow uniform and stable mixing or reac-
tion to be performed.
[0079] In the embodiment, the example of causing re-
action between two liquids in the fluid mixing apparatus
10 has been described, but the present invention may
be applied to the case of causing reaction between two
or more fluids.
[0080] Next, a variation of the mixing/reaction channel
66 in the embodiment will be described. Fig. 6 is a sche-
matic diagram for illustrating another aspect of the mix-
ing/reaction channel 66 in the first embodiment.
[0081] As shown in Fig. 6, first and second linear con-
verging channels 68’ and 69’ communicating with the dis-
tribution holes 62 ... and 64 ... (see Fig. 3) are formed in
the surface of the plate 22 facing the plate 20, and ends
thereof are converged so as to form a converging angle
α at their center points. The converging section of the
first and second converging channels 68’ and 69’ com-
municates with a mixing/reaction channel 66’ passing
through the plate 22 in the thickness direction.
[0082] Thus, the liquids L1 and L2 uniformly distributed
through the distribution holes 62 ... and 64 ... with in-
creased pressure losses are supplied to the first and sec-
ond converging channels 68’ and 69’ to allow uniform
and stable mixing or reaction to be performed. In Fig. 6,
the converging angle α of the first and second converging
channels 68’ and 69’ can be freely set.
[0083] For the mixing/reaction channel 66’, a Reynolds
number Re and a circle equivalent diameter in a radial
section are the same as described above.

[Second embodiment]

[0084] Fig. 7 is an exploded perspective view for illus-
trating an example of a fluid mixing apparatus 10’ of num-
bering-up type according to a second embodiment. Eight
parts that constitute the fluid mixing apparatus 10’ are
herein shown in exploded perspective view. In this em-
bodiment, an example of a converging section and a mix-
ing/reaction section being formed in different plates will
be described. The same members or components having
the same functions as the first embodiment are desig-
nated by the same reference numerals, and detailed de-
scriptions thereof will be omitted.
[0085] The fluid mixing apparatus 10’ in Fig. 7 is con-
figured as the first embodiment in Fig. 1 except that plates
have circular shapes and a plate 82 is added.
[0086] The plate 82 that constitutes a converging sec-
tion 31 has, in a surface facing a plate 20, ten small con-
centric annular channels 84 ... and 86 ... communicating
with first distribution holes 62’ ... and 64’ ... that divide
concentric annular channels 50 and 60, respectively into
ten parts at regular intervals.
[0087] Fig. 8 is a partial enlarged perspective view of
the concentric annular channels 84 ... and 86 ... formed
in the plate 82 of the converging section 31 in Fig. 7. As
shown, three distribution holes 88 ... are formed at 120°
intervals of a central angle in the concentric annular chan-
nels 84 ... so as to pass through the plate 82 in a thickness
direction. Similarly, three second distribution holes 90 ...
are formed at 120° intervals of a central angle in the con-
centric annular channels 86 ... so as to pass through the
plate 82 in the thickness direction.
[0088] A central angle β formed by each of the second
distribution holes 88 ... and each of the second distribu-
tion holes 90 ... adjacent to each other is preferably 60°.
This allows the channels to be formed symmetrically in
a flow direction.
[0089] In a surface of the plate 82 facing the plate 22,
three first converging channels 92 ... having ends com-
municating with the second distribution holes 88 ... and
three second converging channels 94 ... having ends
communicating with the second distribution holes 90 ...
are formed to be converged at the central position of the
plate 82. The central position at which the first converging
channels 92 ... and the second converging channel 94 ...
are converged communicates with the mixing/reaction
channel 66’ formed in the plate 22.
[0090] As in the first embodiment, pressure loss in-
creasing devices are provided in the first distribution
holes 62’ ... and 64’ .... A preferable pressure loss in-
creasing device is an orifice, but a hole diameter of each
of the first distribution holes 62’... and 64’ ... may be sim-
ply reduced in size. Kinds of the pressure loss increasing
device or a preferable range of a pressure loss ∆P are
the same as in the first embodiment.
[0091] A circle equivalent diameter in radial sections
of channels and holes formed in plates 12, 14, 16 and
18 in a rectifying section 28, and a circle equivalent di-
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ameter in a radial section of the mixing/reaction channel
66’ are the same as in the first embodiment.
[0092] Materials of the plates, a bonding method and
an assembling method of the plates may be the same as
in the first embodiment. In this embodiment, silicon wa-
fers are used as the plates, and multiple microchannels
are formed on the silicon wafer at once by dry etching or
the like. This can increase the number of microreactors
formed in one silicon wafer, and facilitate mass produc-
tion of microreactor units (fluid mixing apparatuses)
formed by stacking and integrating the silicon wafers.
Particularly, with commercially available standard-size
silicon wafers, handling properties of the wafers can be
increased, and a technique of stacking and bonding the
wafers can be used. The wafers may be bonded by an
adhesive, but preferably bonded by direct bonding as
described above. For heat bonding, pyrex having sub-
stantially the same coefficient of thermal expansion as
silicon may be used, but room-temperature direct bond-
ing is preferably used for bonding wafers with different
coefficients of thermal expansion.
[0093] The microchannels may be formed by wet etch-
ing, which may be used for materials other than silicon
(for example, SUS). Electro discharge machining can be
used for all conductive materials.
[0094] Fig. 9 is a partial enlarged perspective view for
illustrating an operation in Fig. 8.
[0095] As shown, the liquid L1 having flowed out of the
first distribution holes 62’ flows into the concentric annu-
lar channels 84 formed in the plate 82. The flowed-in
liquid L1 further flows through the second distribution
holes 88 ... and then flows into the first converging chan-
nels 92 ....
[0096] Similarly, the liquid L2 having flowed out of the
first distribution holes 64’ flows into the concentric annu-
lar channels 86 ... formed in the plate 82. The liquid L2
further flows through the second distribution holes 90 ...
and then flows into the second converging channels
94 ....
[0097] Then, the liquids L1 and L2 flow through the
first and second converging channels 92 ... and 94 ...,
respectively, and then converged at the central position
of the plate 82, and flow out into the mixing/reaction chan-
nel 66’.
[0098] Then, in the mixing/reaction channel 66’, mixing
and reaction of the liquids L1 and L2 is performed to
produce a reaction product LM.
[0099] Then, as shown in Fig. 6, the reaction product
LM obtained by the mixing and reaction in the plate 22
flows out of the through hole 74 in the plate 24.
[0100] The liquids L1 and L2 can be uniformly distrib-
uted by increasing the pressure losses in the first distri-
bution holes 62’ ... and 64’ ... of the liquids L1 and L2
before the converging section 31. Further, the pressure
losses in the second distribution holes 88 ... and 92 ...
may be further increased.
[0101] The rectified concentric annular flows of the liq-
uids L1 and L2 are distributed into the plurality of small

concentric annular flows and converged to allow mixing
or reaction to be performed with higher efficiency. The
pressure losses in the first distribution holes 62’ ... and
64’ ... when distributing the rectified concentric annular
flows into the plurality of small concentric annular flows
can be increased to allow the liquids L1 and L2 to be
uniformly distributed.
[0102] According to the present invention, uniform dis-
tribution properties of the fluids in numbering-up and air
bubble removing properties in the channels can be in-
creased to allow uniform and stable mixing or reaction
to be performed. The device can be continuously stably
operated to reduce time for starting the operation or
cleaning after the operation.
[0103] The embodiments of the fluid mixing apparatus
and the fluid mixing method according to the present in-
vention have been described, but the present invention
is not limited to the embodiments, and various aspects
may be adopted.
[0104] For example, in the first and second embodi-
ments, one stage of branch portion is provided for each
fluid in the rectifying section 28, but not limited to this,
and two or more stages of branch portion may be pro-
vided. Similarly, one stage of distribution of each fluid is
performed in the distribution section 30, but not limited
to this, and two or more stages of distribution may be
performed.
[0105] The branch number in the rectifying section 28
or the number of distribution holes in the distribution sec-
tion 30 are not limited to those in the embodiments, but
may be set to any number within a range that prevents
accumulation of the liquids.
[0106] In the first and second embodiments, the chan-
nels are placed horizontally, but not limited to this, the
channels may be placed vertically. This can provide a
uniform pressure balance of the fluids using the gravity.
[0107] The present invention may be favorably applied
to a numbering-up technique of a microreactor that per-
forms precise chemical reaction, mixing, emulsifying dis-
persion, or the like.

Claims

1. A fluid mixing apparatus (10) having a numbering-
up mechanism that distributes plural kinds of fluids
and concurrently performs multiple mixing or reac-
tions, comprising:

a rectifying section (28) having a plurality of an-
nular channels (50), (60) that rectify the plural
kinds of fluids into respective concentric annular
flows;
a distribution section (30) having a plurality of
distribution channels (62), (64) that distribute the
plural kinds of fluids rectified by the rectifying
section (28) into a plurality of flows;
a converging section (31) having a plurality of
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converging channels that converge different
kinds of fluids among the plural kinds of fluids
distributed by the distribution section (30); and
a mixing/reaction section (32) having a plurality
of mixing/reaction channels that cause mixing
or reaction of the plural kinds of fluids converged
by the converging section (31),
characterized in that each of said plurality of
annular channels (50), (60) is in fluid communi-
cation with a respective radial branch structure
(40) (58) that is symmetric in a flow direction and
is arranged to divide the respective fluid into ra-
dial flows along a plurality of radial branch chan-
nels from respective central microchannels (36,
56) through which the plural kinds of fluids flow;
and, in that a plurality of pressure loss increas-
ing devices are provided in the distribution chan-
nels (62), (64).

2. The fluid mixing apparatus (10) according to claim
1, characterized in that
the converging section (31) and the mixing/reaction
section (32) are integrally formed.

3. The fluid mixing apparatus (10) according to claim 1
or 2, characterized in that
the pressure loss in the distribution channel is the
highest among all the channels that constitute the
fluid mixing apparatus (10).

4. The fluid mixing apparatus (10) according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, characterized in that
the pressure loss increasing device is an orifice.

5. The fluid mixing apparatus (10) according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, characterized in that
the distribution section (30) is provided in multiple
stages before the converging section (31), and the
distribution number for one distribution is ten or less.

6. The fluid mixing apparatus (10) according to any one
of claims 1 to 5, characterized in that
a circle equivalent diameter of the microchannel in
the mixing/reaction section (32) is 1 mm or less.

7. A fluid mixing method for distributing plural kinds of
fluids and concurrently performing multiple mixings
or reactions, comprising the steps of:

rectifying the plural kinds of fluids into respective
concentric annular flows by dividing a respective
central flow of each fluid into a plurality of radial
flows configured to be geometrically symmetric
in a flow direction and which then flow into re-
spective annular channels to form the concentric
annular flows;
distributing the plural kinds of fluids rectified in
the rectifying step into a plurality of flows;

converging different kinds of fluids among the
plural kinds of fluids distributed in the distributing
step; and
causing mixing or reaction of the plural kinds of
fluids converged in the converging step, wherein
a pressure loss of the plural kinds of fluids is
increased in the distributing step.

8. The fluid mixing method according to claim 7, char-
acterized in that
the pressure loss of each of the plural kinds of fluids
is the highest when the fluids are distributed into the
plurality of flows in the distributing step.

Patentansprüche

1. Fluidmischvorrichtung (10) mit einem Numbering-
Up-Mechanismus, die mehrere Arten von Fluiden
verteilt und gleichzeitig mehrfaches Mischen oder
mehrfache Reaktionen durchführt, umfassend:

einen Ausrichtabschnitt (28) mit mehreren ring-
förmigen Kanälen (50), (60), welche die mehre-
ren Arten von Fluiden in jeweilige konzentrische
ringförmige Ströme ausrichten;
einen Verteilabschnitt (30) mit mehreren Verteil-
kanälen (62), (64), welche die durch den Aus-
richtabschnitt (28) ausgerichteten mehreren Ar-
ten von Fluiden in mehrere Ströme verteilen;
einen Zusammenführabschnitt (31) mit mehre-
ren Zusammenführkanälen, die verschiedene
Arten von Fluiden unter den durch den Verteil-
abschnitt (30) verteilten mehreren Arten von
Fluiden zusammenführen; und
einen Misch/Reaktions-Abschnitt (32) mit meh-
reren Misch/Reaktions-Kanälen, die ein Mi-
schen oder eine Reaktion der durch den Zusam-
menführabschnitt (31) zusammengeführten
mehreren Arten von Fluiden bewirken, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass
jeder der mehreren ringförmigen Kanäle (50),
(60) mit einer jeweiligen radialen Verzweigungs-
struktur (40), (58) in Fluidkommunikation steht,
die in einer Strömungsrichtung symmetrisch
und so angeordnet ist, dass sie das jeweilige
Fluid aus jeweiligen mittleren Mikrokanälen (36,
56), durch welche die mehreren Arten von Flui-
den strömen, in radiale Ströme entlang mehre-
rer radialer Verzweigungskanäle aufteilt, und
mehrere Druckabfallerhöhungseinrichtungen in
den Verteilkanälen (62), (64) vorgesehen sind.

2. Fluidmischvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Zusammenführabschnitt (31) und der Misch/Re-
aktions-Abschnitt (32) einstückig ausgebildet sind.
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3. Fluidmischvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Druckabfall in dem Verteilkanal der höchste un-
ter allen Kanälen ist, welche die Fluidmischvorrich-
tung (10) bilden.

4. Fluidmischvorrichtung (10) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 3, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Druckabfallerhöhungseinrichtung ein Durchlass
ist.

5. Fluidmischvorrichtung (10) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 4, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Verteilabschnitt (30) in mehreren Stufen vor dem
Zusammenführabschnitt (31) vorgesehen ist und die
Verteilungszahl für eine Verteilung zehn oder weni-
ger ist.

6. Fluidmischvorrichtung (10) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
ein kreisäquivalenter Durchmesser des Mikrokanals
in dem Misch/Reaktions-Abschnitt (32) 1 mm oder
weniger beträgt.

7. Fluidmischverfahren zum Verteilen mehrerer Arten
von Fluiden und gleichzeitigen Durchführen von
mehrfachem Mischen oder mehrfachen Reaktionen,
umfassend die folgenden Schritte:

Ausrichten der mehreren Arten von Fluiden in
jeweilige konzentrische ringförmige Ströme
durch Aufteilen eines jeweiligen mittleren
Stroms jedes Fluids in mehrere radiale Ströme,
die so aufgebaut sind, dass sie in einer Strö-
mungsrichtung geometrisch symmetrisch sind,
und dann in jeweilige ringförmige Kanäle strö-
men, um die konzentrischen ringförmigen Strö-
me auszubilden;
Verteilen der in dem Ausrichtschritt ausgerich-
teten mehreren Arten von Fluiden in mehrere
Ströme;
Zusammenführen verschiedener Arten von Flui-
den unter den in dem Verteilschritt verteilten
mehreren Arten von Fluiden; und
Bewirken eines Mischens oder einer Reaktion
der in dem Zusammenführschritt zusammenge-
führten mehreren Arten von Fluiden, wobei
ein Druckabfall der mehreren Arten von Fluiden
in dem Verteilschritt erhöht wird.

8. Fluidmischverfahren nach Anspruch 7, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass
der Druckabfall jeder der mehreren Arten von Flui-
den am höchsten ist, wenn die Fluide in dem Ver-
teilschritt in die mehreren Ströme verteilt werden.

Revendications

1. Appareil de mélange de fluides (10) ayant un méca-
nisme de parallélisation (« numbering-up ») qui dis-
tribue plusieurs sortes de fluides et effectue concur-
remment du mélange ou des réactions multiples,
comprenant :

une section de distillation (28) ayant une plura-
lité de canaux annulaires (50), (60) qui distillent
les plusieurs sortes de fluides en écoulements
annulaires concentriques respectifs ;
une section de distribution (30) ayant une plu-
ralité de canaux de distribution (62), (64) qui dis-
tribuent les plusieurs sortes de fluides distillés
par la section de distillation (28) en une pluralité
d’écoulements ;
une section de convergence (31) ayant une plu-
ralité de canaux de convergence qui font con-
verger différentes sortes de fluides parmi les plu-
sieurs sortes de fluides distribués par la section
de distribution (30) ; et
une section de mélange / réaction (32) ayant
une pluralité de canaux de mélange / réaction
qui provoquent un mélange ou une réaction des
plusieurs sortes de fluides rendus convergents
par la section de convergence (31),
caractérisé en ce que chacun de ladite pluralité
de canaux annulaires (50), (60) est en commu-
nication de fluide avec une structure ramifiée
radiale respective (40), (58) qui est symétrique
dans une direction d’écoulement et qui est agen-
cée pour diviser le fluide respectif en écoule-
ments radiaux le long d’une pluralité de canaux
ramifiés radiaux à partir de microcanaux cen-
traux respectifs (36, 56) à travers lesquels les
plusieurs sortes de fluides s’écoulent ; et, en ce
qu’une pluralité de dispositifs d’augmentation
de perte de pression sont prévus dans les ca-
naux de distribution (62), (64).

2. Appareil de mélange de fluides (10) selon la reven-
dication 1, caractérisé en ce que
la section de convergence (31) et la section de mé-
lange / réaction (32) sont formées d’un seul tenant.

3. Appareil de mélange de fluides (10) selon la reven-
dication 1 ou 2, caractérisé en ce que
la perte de pression dans le canal de distribution est
la plus élevée parmi tous les canaux qui constituent
l’appareil de mélange de fluides (10).

4. Appareil de mélange de fluides (10) selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 3, caractérisé en ce
que
le dispositif d’augmentation de perte de pression est
un orifice.
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5. Appareil de mélange de fluides (10) selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 4, caractérisé en ce
que
la section de distribution (30) est disposée dans des
étages multiples avant la section de convergence
(31) et le nombre de distributions pour une distribu-
tion est dix ou moins.

6. Appareil de mélange de fluides (10) selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 5, caractérisé en ce
que
un diamètre équivalent de cercle du microcanal dans
la section de mélange / réaction (32) est 1 mm ou
moins.

7. Procédé de mélange de fluides pour distribuer plu-
sieurs sortes de fluides et pour effectuer concurrem-
ment des mélanges ou des réactions multiples, com-
prenant les étapes consistant à :

distiller les plusieurs sortes de fluides en écou-
lements annulaires concentriques respectifs en
divisant un écoulement central respectif de cha-
que fluide en une pluralité d’écoulements ra-
diaux configurés pour être géométriquement sy-
métriques dans une direction d’écoulement et
qui s’écoulent ensuite dans des canaux annu-
laires respectifs pour former les écoulements
annulaires concentriques ;
distribuer les plusieurs sortes de fluides distillés
dans l’étape de distillation en une pluralité
d’écoulements ;
converger les différentes sortes de fluides parmi
les plusieurs sortes de fluides distribués dans
l’étape de distribution ; et
provoquer le mélange ou la réaction des plu-
sieurs sortes de fluides rendus convergents
dans l’étape de convergence, dans lequel
une perte de pression des plusieurs sortes de
fluides est augmentée dans l’étape de distribu-
tion.

8. Procédé de mélange de fluides selon la revendica-
tion 7, caractérisé en ce que
la perte de pression de chacune des plusieurs sortes
de fluides est la plus élevée quand les fluides sont
distribués dans la pluralité d’écoulements dans l’éta-
pe de distribution.
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