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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention concerns a method for
passive keyless entry of a motor vehicle especially of an
industrial vehicle.

Technological background

[0002] In the recent years, some motor vehicles have
been equipped with passive keyless entry systems which
make it possible to gain entry to a vehicle without requir-
ing any action from a vehicle user.
[0003] Typically, a passive keyless entry system in-
cludes a two way radio communication between a vehicle
and an electronic key which is carried by the vehicle user.
[0004] A passive keyless entry system may employ
one or more antennas fitted in the vehicle. The antennas
are capable of detecting the presence of the electronic
key within an operative area of a few metres.
[0005] The system can be designed to give vehicle ac-
cess, usually by unlocking one or more vehicle door(s),
when the electronic key is within the operative range of
the antennas. Access to the vehicle is given after an au-
thentication of the electronic key.
[0006] Alternatively, to avoid a constant monitoring of
the presence of the electronic key and, thus consuming
electric power, the system can be designed to wait for a
trigger which conveniently is the user’s action to lift a door
handle. This trigger is the event which the system uses
to query the electronic key and determine whether or not
to grant vehicle access to the user.
[0007] An industrial vehicle such as a truck may benefit
greatly from a passive keyless entry system in term of
user comfort.
[0008] One of the many specific features of an indus-
trial vehicle is the presence of main switch or isolation
switch. A main switch is an on-off switch that controls the
current from the battery storage. The main switch can be
located on the battery box or on the vehicle cabin floor.
The function of the main switch is to isolate the battery
from the vehicle electrical circuit. This proves useful to
spare battery electric power when a vehicle is at a stand-
still for a long period of time. This also proves useful dur-
ing the loading operation of a potentially explosive cargo
whereby any electric arc has to be avoided.
[0009] EP 1411477A discloses a portable door (un)
locking unit.

Summary of the invention

[0010] In light of the above technological background,
it is an object of the invention to provide a passive keyless
entry system for an industrial vehicle.
[0011] The invention concerns a keyless entry and exit
method for a vehicle which includes a vehicle main
switch. The method comprises (i) a vehicle unlocking se-

quence. This sequence comprises the steps of passively
authenticating the vehicle user, granting the authenticat-
ed vehicle user access and turning the vehicle main
switch into an on state. The method further comprises
(ii) a vehicle locking sequence. This sequence comprises
the steps of passively authenticating the vehicle user,
and configuring the vehicle, upon a first action from the
authenticated vehicle user, into a first locking mode
whereby access to the vehicle is denied to a non authen-
ticated user, and configuring the vehicle, upon a second
action from the authenticated vehicle user, into a second
locking mode whereby access to the vehicle is denied to
a non authenticated user and the vehicle main state is
turned into an off state.
[0012] The invention, therefore, offers a method which
takes into account a specific feature of an industrial ve-
hicle. An important aspect of the invention is that the com-
mand of a vehicle main switch which is a common feature
of industrial vehicles is integrated in a passive keyless
method to unlock and lock a vehicle. The invention pro-
vides a passive entry and exit method of an industrial
vehicle and integrates the control of the vehicle main
switch. The term passive is to be understood from a user
point of view; in the present invention, the term passive
means that no authentication input is to be required from
the user as opposed to, for example, a traditional key
based system where the user has to find the key and
enter said key into a keyhole or as opposed to a remote
keyless system where the user has to find a transmitter
and, then, has to press a button on said transmitter. With
the present invention, the user is passively authenticated
and can then configure the vehicle in an appropriate lock-
ing mode.
[0013] According to the invention, the user authentica-
tion is based on bidirectional communication between a
portable identification unit and an onboard control unit
which is connected to vehicle locking means and to the
vehicle main switch.
[0014] It is envisaged that the first locking mode can
comprise the step of locking each of the vehicle opening
devices. The first locking mode is adapted to the case of
a user leaving the vehicle for a short period of time.
[0015] It is envisaged that the second locking mode
can comprise the steps of locking each of the vehicle
opening device and turning the vehicle main switch into
an off state. The second locking mode is adapted to the
case of a user leaving the vehicle for a long period of
time that is to say a period of time during which the battery
may lose its power if it is not isolated.
[0016] The first locking action that sets the vehicle into
the first locking mode can consist of pressing once onto
a push button located on the external side of the vehicle.
[0017] The second locking action that sets the vehicle
into the first locking mode can consist, for example, of
pressing twice onto the push button. It
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Brief description of the drawings

[0018]

Fig. 1 diagrammatically illustrates a vehicle having
a system capable of implementing a method accord-
ing to the invention,
Fig. 2 to 8 illustrate each step of a method according
to the invention on a vehicle of Fig 1,
Fig. 9 and 10 are two flow charts illustrating the meth-
od of the invention.

Description of the invention

[0019] Fig 1 depicts an industrial vehicle 1 of the truck
type. A technical feature of specific interest for the
present invention is a vehicle main switch 2. A main
switch 2 is an on-off switch which is located immediately
downstream of a vehicle battery and therefore can isolate
the battery from the vehicle electric circuit.
[0020] The present invention concerns a vehicle pas-
sive keyless entry system which can include a passive
portable identification unit 3 and an onboard control unit
4.
[0021] The portable identification unit 3 can be, for ex-
ample, a card which can be easily carried by a user, for
example, in a pocket or a bag. The passive portable iden-
tification unit 3 authenticates the identity of the user. In
other words, for security reasons, the access to a vehicle
must be granted to a legitimate user i.e. a user that carries
a portable identification unit 3 suitable to gain access to
a certain vehicle.
[0022] Authentication can rely on a bidirectional com-
munication between the passive portable identification
unit 3 and the onboard control unit 4.
[0023] Typically, the onboard control unit 4 can include
an electronic control unit ECU 5. The ECU 5 can suitably
be comprised of a microprocessor with I/O interface,
ROM and RAM.
[0024] In the onboard control unit 4 of the vehicle, the
ECU 5 is associated with at least one vehicle door handle
6; more specifically the ECU 5 can be linked to a detection
sensor such as for example a capacitive circuit which
can be embedded in the door handle 6 and is capable of
detecting a contact of a user with said door handle 6. The
ECU 5 is connected to at least one vehicle door latch 7
and can order the unlocking or locking of said vehicle
door. As shown on Fig 1, the ECU 5 is also linked to one
or more low frequency antennas 9 which are capable of
emitting a low frequency radio signal in an area of a few
meters around the vehicle. Typically, there are as many
antennas 9 as there are doors in the vehicle. The ECU
5 is also suitably connected to the vehicle main switch
2, that is to say the ECU 5 can control the on or off state
of the main switch 2.
[0025] It should also be noted that, the vehicle can be
equipped with a push button 10 and a capacitive sensor
which conveniently can be located next to the vehicle

door handle 6. The push button 10 is also suitably con-
nected to the ECU 5.
[0026] The communication between the ECU 5 and
each unit can be suitably achieved through individual wire
communication or multiplexed communication.
[0027] The passive portable identification unit 3 can
include a low frequency receiver typically in a range from
125 kHz to 13.6 MHz and a high frequency transmitter
typically in a range from 315 MHz to 900 MHz. As the
passive portable identification unit 3 carries a transmitter,
it needs to be powered by a battery. The passive portable
identification unit 3 can be, for example, the size of credit
card which is easy to carry.
[0028] When a user wants to gain entry to a vehicle 1
which is in a locked state, the system can operate within
the following unlocking sequence with reference to the
appended drawings.
[0029] First of all, it is assumed that the user carries a
passive portable identification unit 3. At a step 100, the
user approaches the vehicle and lifts or pulls the door
handle 6; by doing so, a signal is transmitted from the
door handle 6 to the ECU 5 indicating an intention to
enter the vehicle. This step is illustrated on Fig 2.
[0030] At this stage (step 200 of Fig 9), the system has
to perform an authentication operation on the user.
[0031] As this is shown on Fig 2, the ECU 5 can trans-
mit a signal to the low frequency antennas 9. Typically,
to authenticate the user, the ECU 5 sends a random chal-
lenge to the passive portable identification unit 3. The
passive portable identification unit 3 encrypts this value
and send it back to the vehicle as illustrated on Fig 3.
The ECU 5 performs a similar encryption and compares
the value received from the passive portable identifica-
tion unit 3 and the value calculated at the ECU 5; if the
value matches the values calculated at the ECU 5, the
user is successfully authenticated and the unlocking se-
quence continues.
[0032] At a step 300, the ECU 5 can transmit a signal
to mechanically unlock the door latch 7; thereby the ECU
5 authorizes the user to gain entry to the vehicle.
[0033] At step 400, the ECU 5 checks the state of the
main switch 2. If the main switch 2 is in an off state, a
signal is transmitted to the ECU 5 to close said main
switch 2.
[0034] At this stage, the user can enter the vehicle 1
and the vehicle 1 is in a configuration whereby the vehicle
can be started. A passive start procedure can be carried
out whereby the user who is at the wheel of the vehicle
undergoes a further authentication procedure whereby
it is controlled that the user does carry a suitable passive
portable unit 3 and can start the vehicle by simply pushing
a button on the dash board.
[0035] Now, if the user intends to leave the vehicle 1,
two vehicle locking modes can be activated upon a spe-
cific action of the user. Each vehicle locking mode cor-
responds to a specific use of the vehicle.
[0036] The vehicle user can activate a first locking
mode which in most cases corresponds to a short term
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vehicle standstill.
[0037] At step 600, the vehicle user leaves the vehicle
and closes a vehicle door; a door state sensor can inform
the ECU 5 that the door is closed.
[0038] The vehicle user can exert a first action which
can be, for example, a single action on the push button
10. This first action is represented on Fig 5 by a single
arrow pointing to the push button 10.
[0039] An authentication sequence represented by
step 700 of Fig. 9 similar to the authentication action de-
scribed above is then carried out to ensure that the user
is authorised to perform such an action.
[0040] The vehicle 1 can also be configured into the
first locking mode by the user walking away from the ve-
hicle 1. In this case, the event that triggers the vehicle
being set in the first locking mode is the user walking out
of the field of the antenna 9.
[0041] At step 800, the vehicle doors are locked. Fig
6 depicts the locking signal transmitted to the door latch
7. The fact that the vehicle is in this first locking mode
step can be backed by a visual signal such as for example
a brief flash of light and/or a sonorous signal such as for
example a brief hoot, thereby confirming to the user that
the vehicle is locked according to the first locking mode.
[0042] Alternatively, as represented by step 900, the
vehicle user can activate a second locking mode which
in most cases corresponds to a long term vehicle stand-
still.
[0043] In this second locking mode, the vehicle user
exerts a second action which can be, for example, a dou-
ble action on the push button 10. Fig. 7 shows two arrows
pointing to the push button 10. The second action could
comprise a long pushing action on the push button 10.
[0044] To be taken into account by the onboard control
unit 4, this input on the vehicle has to be carried out by
a user who is in possession of a valid passive portable
identification unit 3. The authentication is accomplished
through the same bidirectional radio frequency exchange
as described above.
[0045] Once the user through the portable identifica-
tion unit 3 that he or she is carrying is authenticated, and
the onboard control unit 4 has completed the authenti-
cation step, the ECU 5 transmits a locking order to each
of the vehicle opening devices such as the vehicle doors
and/or sunroof and/or gate. The ECU 5 also transmits a
signal to the main switch 2 to put the main switch 2 in an
off state as shown an Fig 8. In this configuration, the
vehicle can withstand a long term standstill as the vehicle
battery is isolated.
[0046] The fact that the vehicle is in this second locking
mode step can be backed by a visual signal such as, for
example, a long or a double flash of light and/or a sono-
rous signal such as, for example, a long or a double hoot.
Thereby, the user has a further confirmation that the ve-
hicle is locked according to the second locking mode.
[0047] It can be envisaged to provide the vehicle with
two push buttons located, for example, next to the vehicle
door handle 6; each push button which could be of a

specific colour can set the vehicle in one the locking
mode.
[0048] The invention is not limited to the illustrative em-
bodiments described above and shown in the drawings,
but can be varied within the scope of the following patent
claims

Claims

1. A keyless entry and exit method for an industrial ve-
hicle which includes a vehicle main switch (2) to iso-
late the battery from the vehicle electrical circuit,
characterized in that said method comprises

(i) a vehicle unlocking sequence which compris-
es the steps of
passively authenticating (200) a vehicle user,
based on bidirectional communication between
a portable identification (3) unit and an onboard
control unit 4 which is connected to vehicle lock-
ing means and to the vehicle main switch (2),
granting (300) the authenticated vehicle user ac-
cess to the vehicle and setting (400) the vehicle
main switch (2) into an on-state,
(ii) a vehicle locking sequence which comprises
the steps of
passively authenticating (700) the vehicle user,
based on bidirectional communication between
a portable identification (3) unit and an onboard
control unit 4 which is connected to vehicle lock-
ing means and to the vehicle main switch (2)
configuring (800) the vehicle, upon a first action
from the authenticated vehicle user, into a first
locking mode whereby access to the vehicle is
denied to a non authenticated user, and config-
uring (900) the vehicle, upon a second action
from the authenticated vehicle user, into a sec-
ond locking mode whereby access to the vehicle
is denied to a non authenticated user and the
vehicle main switch (2) is set into an off-state.

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the first locking mode comprises the step of lock-
ing each of the vehicle opening devices.

3. The method according to one of the claims 1 to 2,
characterized in that the second locking mode
comprises the steps of locking each of the vehicle
opening device and turning the vehicle main switch
(2) into an off state.

4. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the first locking action consists of pressing once
onto a push button (10) located on the external side
of the vehicle.

5. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
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that the second locking action consists of pressing
twice onto the push button (10).

Patentansprüche

1. Schlüsselloses Zustiegs- und Ausstiegsverfahren
für ein gewerbliches Fahrzeug, das einen Fahrzeug-
hauptschalter (2) zur Isolierung der Batterie von dem
elektrischen Kreis des Fahrzeugs aufweist, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass das Verfahren um-
fasst

(i) eine Fahrzeugentriegelungssequenz, die die
Schritte umfasst

- passive Authentifizierung (200) eines
Fahrzeugnutzers auf der Basis einer bidi-
rektionalen Kommunikation zwischen einer
tragbaren Identifikationseinheit (3) und ei-
ner bordseitigen Steuereinheit (4), die mit
der Fahrzeugverriegelungseinrichtung und
dem Fahrzeughauptschalter (2) verbunden
ist,
- Gewährung (300) des Zugangs für den au-
thentifizierten Fahrzeugnutzer zu dem
Fahrzeug und Setzen (400) des Fahrzeug-
hauptschalters (2) in einen Ein-Zustand,

(ii) eine Fahrzeugverriegelungssequenz, die die
Schritte umfasst

- passive Authentifizierung (700) des Fahr-
zeugnutzers auf der Basis einer bidirektio-
nalen Kommunikation zwischen einer trag-
baren Identifikationseinheit (3) und einer
bordseitigen Steuereinheit (4), die mit der
Fahrzeugverriegelungseinrichtung und
dem Fahrzeughauptschalter (2) verbunden
ist,
- Konfigurierung (800) des Fahrzeugs nach
einer ersten Tätigkeit des authentifizierten
Fahrzeugnutzers in einen ersten Verriege-
lungsmodus, wobei der Zugang zu dem
Fahrzeug für einen nicht authentifizierten
Nutzer verweigert wird, und Konfigurierung
(900) des Fahrzeugs nach einer zweiten
Tätigkeit des authentifizierten Fahrzeug-
nutzers in einen zweiten Verriegelungsmo-
dus, wobei der Zugang des Fahrzeugs ei-
nem nicht authentifizierten Nutzer verwei-
gert wird und der Fahrzeughauptschalter
(2) in einen Aus-Zustand gesetzt wird.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der erste Verriegelungsmodus den
Schritt der Verriegelung jeder der Fahrzeugöff-
nungsvorrichtungen umfasst.

3. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 2, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der zweite Verriege-
lungsmodus die Schritte der Verriegelung jeder
Fahrzeugöffnungsvorrichtung und das Drehen des
Fahrzeughauptschalters (2) in einen Aus-Zustand
umfasst.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die erste Verriegelungstätigkeit in
einem einmaligen Drücken auf einen Druckknopf
(10) besteht, der an der Außenseite des Fahrzeugs
angeordnet ist.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die zweite Verriegelungstätigkeit in
einem zweimaligen Drücken auf den Druckknopf
(10) besteht.

Revendications

1. Une méthode d’entrée et sortie sans clé pour un vé-
hicule industriel qui comporte un interrupteur princi-
pal (2) du véhicule pour isoler la batterie par rapport
au circuit électrique du véhicule, caractérisée en
ce que la méthode comprend

(i) une séquence de déverrouillage du véhicule
qui comprend les étapes de
authentifier (200) passivement un utilisateur du
véhicule, sur la base d’une communication bidi-
rectionnelle entre une unité portable d’identifi-
cation (3) et une unité de contrôle embarquée
(4) qui est connectée à des moyens de ver-
rouillage du véhicule et à l’interrupteur principal
du véhicule (2),
accorder (300) à l’utilisateur authentifié du vé-
hicule l’accès au véhicule et basculer (400) l’in-
terrupteur principal du véhicule (2) dans un état
de marche,
(ii) une séquence de verrouillage du véhicule qui
comprend les étapes de
authentifier (700) passivement l’utilisateur du
véhicule, sur la base d’une communication bidi-
rectionnelle entre une unité portable d’identifi-
cation (3) et une unité de contrôle embarquée
(4) qui est connectée à des moyens de ver-
rouillage du véhicule et à l’interrupteur principal
du véhicule (2),
configurer (800) le véhicule, suite à une premiè-
re action de l’utilisateur authentifié du véhicule,
dans un premier mode de verrouillage dans le-
quel l’accès au véhicule est refusé à un utilisa-
teur non authentifié, et configurer (900) le véhi-
cule, suite à une seconde action de l’utilisateur
authentifié du véhicule, dans un second mode
de verrouillage dans lequel l’accès au véhicule
est refusé à un utilisateur non authentifié et l’in-
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terrupteur principal du véhicule (2) est basculé
dans un état d’arrêt.

2. Méthode selon la revendication 1, caractérisée en
ce que le premier mode de verrouillage comporte
l’étape de verrouiller chacun des dispositifs d’ouver-
ture du véhicule.

3. Méthode selon l’une des revendications 1 ou 2, ca-
ractérisée en ce que le second mode de verrouilla-
ge comprend les étapes de verrouiller chacun des
dispositifs d’ouverture du véhicule et de basculer l’in-
terrupteur principal du véhicule (2) dans un état d’ar-
rêt.

4. Méthode selon la revendication 1, caractérisée en
ce que la première action de verrouillage consiste
à appuyer une fois sur un bouton poussoir (10) situé
du côté externe du véhicule.

5. Méthode selon la revendication 1, caractérisée en
ce que la seconde action de verrouillage consiste à
appuyer deux fois sur le bouton poussoir (10).
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