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(54) Impact Tool

(57) A representative impact tool includes a bit hold-
ing device 104 that includes an elongate tool holder 151
having a bit holding hole 151 a into which a tool bit 119
is removably inserted, an outer shell component 159
which forms an outer shell of the bit holding device 104
and is mounted onto a front end portion of the tool holder
151 by moving it from the front end of the tool holder 151
toward the tool body, a stopper 171 which is fitted onto
the tool holder 151 such that it is prevented from moving

in a longitudinal direction of the tool holder, and serves
to prevent the outer shell component 159 from becoming
detached from the front end of the tool holder 151, and
an opening prevention member 175 which is disposed
outward of a center position of the stopper 171 in the
longitudinal direction of the tool holder 151 and opposed
to an outer surface of the stopper 171 in a direction trans-
verse to the longitudinal direction of the tool holder, and
prevents the stopper 171 from opening in the direction
transverse to the longitudinal direction of the tool holder.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to an impact tool that per-
forms a predetermined operation on a workpiece at least
by a linear movement of a tool bit in an axial direction.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Japanese non-examined laid-open Patent Pub-
lication No. 2006-159376 discloses an impact tool in
which a bit holding device is mounted onto a front end
portion of a tool holder and holds the hammer bit inserted
into the tool holder. In the bit holding device, a cylindrical
outer shell component forms an outer shell ofthe bit hold-
ing device and is fitted onto the tool holder into which the
hammer bit is inserted so as to cover the front end portion
of the tool holder. Further, a stopper in the form of a ring
spring is fitted on the tool holder and prevents the outer
shell component from slipping out of the tool holder.
[0003] In the above-described known construction, the
ring spring may open by impact caused by idle driving
ofthe impact tool (when the impact tool is driven in a state
in which the hammer bit is not pressed against the work-
piece). If such occurs repeatedly, the ring spring may be
worn and damaged. Therefore, in the above-described
impact tool, load is applied to the outer shell component
in its axial direction by using a tool specifically designed
for this purpose, so that a ring-like cushioning material
(rubber) disposed within the outer shell component is
compressively deformed. In this state, a metal washer
and then a ring spring are fitted onto the tool holder, and
an inner tapered surface of the washer is held in contact
with the ring spring.
[0004] In this manner, the ring spring is fixed such that
it is prevented from opening in the radial direction. Such
a structure needs cumbersome assembling and it is not
rational as an opening prevention structure for the ring
spring. In this point, further improvement is required.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to
provide an effective technique for preventing opening of
a stopper in an impact tool having a bit holding device
where a stopper is provided to prevent an outer shell
component of the bit holding device from becoming de-
tached from the tool holder.
[0006] Above described object is achieved by the
claimed invention. According to the invention, a repre-
sentative impact tool includes a tool body and a bit hold-
ing device mounted onto a front end region of the tool
body to perform a predetermined operation at least by
linearly driving a tool bit held by the bit holding device.
The bit holding device has a tool holder, an outer shell

component, a stopper and an opening prevention mem-
ber. The tool holder is an elongate member having a bit
holding hole into which the tool bit is removably inserted.
The outer shell component is mounted onto a front end
portion of the tool holder by moving it from the front end
of the tool holder toward the tool body. The stopper is
fitted onto the tool holder such that it is prevented from
moving in a longitudinal direction of the tool holder, and
serves to prevent the outer shell component from becom-
ing detached from the front end of the tool holder. The
stopper typically comprises a stopper ring such as a C-
ring and an E-ring. Here, the manner of being fitted such
that "the stopper is prevented from moving in a longitu-
dinal direction" represents the manner in which an annu-
lar groove is formed around the tool holder in the circum-
ferential direction and the stopper is fitted in this annular
groove. The opening prevention member is disposed out-
ward of a center position of the stopper in the longitudinal
direction of the tool holder and opposed to an outer sur-
face of the stopper in a direction transverse to the longi-
tudinal direction of the tool holder. The opening preven-
tion member prevents the stopper from opening in the
direction transverse to the longitudinal direction of the
tool holder by impact which is transmitted from the tool
holder to the stopper during idle driving. Further, the "idle
driving" represents the manner of driving the impact tool
in the state in which the tool bit is not pressed against
the workpiece.
[0007] According to the invention, by provision of the
construction in which the opening prevention member is
disposed outward of a center position of the stopper in
the longitudinal direction of the tool holder and opposed
to an outer surface of the stopper in a direction transverse
to the longitudinal direction of the tool holder, when the
impact caused by idle driving acts upon the stopper,
which may cause the stopper to open in the direction
transverse to the longitudinal direction of the tool holder,
the opening prevention member can prevent the stopper
from opening. Therefore, wear of the stopper which may
be caused by repeated opening movement can be re-
duced, so that durability can be improved.
[0008] According to a further aspect of the invention,
the stopper and the opening prevention member are nor-
mally disposed in non-contact with each other.
With such a construction, manufacturing requirements
can be relaxed in the relationship between the stopper
and the opening prevention member.
[0009] According to a further aspect of the invention,
the tool holder has a protruding front end which protrudes
from a front end of the outer shell component. The bit
holding device has a rubber covering fitted onto the pro-
truding front end. The opening prevention member is in-
tegrated with the covering and disposed outward of the
stopper when the covering is fitted onto the protruding
front end of the tool holder.
In the state in which the outer shell component mounted
onto the front end portion of the tool holder is prevented
from slipping off by the stopper, simply by fitting the cov-
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ering onto the protruding front end of the tool holder, the
stopper can be prevented from opening by the opening
prevention member. Therefore, ease of assembling and
repairing can be enhanced.
[0010] According to a further aspect of the invention,
the opening prevention member is made of metal.
By provision of the metal opening prevention member, a
predetermined resistance can be provided to opening of
the stopper.
[0011] According to the invention, an effective tech-
nique for rationally preventing opening of a stopper is
provided in an impact tool having a bit holding device in
which a stopper is provided to prevent an outer shell com-
ponent of the bit holding device from becoming detached
from the tool holder. Other objects, features and advan-
tages of the present invention will be readily understood
after reading the following detailed description together
with the accompanying drawings and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

FIG. 1 is a sectional side view showing an entire
hammer drill according to an embodiment of the in-
vention.
FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view showing an es-
sential part of the hammer drill.
FIG. 3 illustrates a manner of mounting a cap of a
chuck device.
FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line
A-A in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0013] Each of the additional features and method
steps disclosed above and below may be utilized sepa-
rately or in conjunction with other features and method
steps to provide and manufacture improved impact tools
and method for using such impact tools and devices uti-
lized therein. Representative examples of the present
invention, which examples utilized many of these addi-
tional features and method steps in conjunction, will now
be described in detail with reference to the drawings. This
detailed description is merely intended to teach a person
skilled in the art further details for practicing preferred
aspects of the present teachings and is not intended to
limit the scope of the invention. Only the claims define
the scope of the claimed invention. Therefore, combina-
tions of features and steps disclosed within the following
detailed description may not be necessary to practice the
invention in the broadest sense, and are instead taught
merely to particularly describe some representative ex-
amples of the invention, which detailed description will
now be given with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.
An embodiment according to the invention is now de-
scribed with reference to FIGS. 1 to 4. In this embodi-

ment, an electric hammer drill is explained as a repre-
sentative example of an impact tool according to the in-
vention. As shown in FIG. 1, a hammer drill 101 mainly
includes a body 103 that forms an outer shell of the ham-
mer drill 101, a bit holding device 104 provided in a front
(left as viewed in FIG. 1) end region of the body 103 and
a handgrip 109 that is mounted to a rear (right as viewed
in FIG. 1) end of the body 103 and designed to be held
by a user during operation. A hammer bit 119 is mounted
to the bit holding device 104 such that it can move in its
axial direction with respect to the bit holding device and
rotates together with the bit holding device in its circum-
ferential direction. The body 103 and the hammer bit 119
are features that correspond to the "tool body" and the
"tool bit", respectively, in this invention. Further, for the
sake of convenience of explanation, the hammer bit 119
side is taken as the front, and the handgrip 109 side as
the rear.
[0014]  The body 103 mainly includes a motor housing
105 that houses a driving motor 111, and a gear housing
107 that houses a motion converting mechanism 113, a
striking mechanism 115 and a power transmitting mech-
anism 117. A rotating output of the driving motor 111 is
appropriately converted into linear motion by the motion
converting mechanism 113 and then transmitted to the
striking mechanism 115. As a result, an impact force is
generated in the axial direction of the hammer bit 119
(the horizontal direction as viewed in FIG. 1) via the strik-
ing mechanism 115. Further, the speed of the rotating
output of the driving motor 111 is appropriately reduced
by the power transmitting mechanism 117 and then trans-
mitted to the hammer bit 119. As a result, the hammer
bit 119 is caused to rotate in its circumferential direction.
The driving motor 111 is disposed below the axis of the
hammer bit 119 such that an extension of an axis of an
output shaft 112 intersects with the axis (extends trans-
versely to the axial direction) of the hammer bit 119. Fur-
ther, the driving motor 111 is driven when a user depress-
es a trigger 109a disposed on the handgrip 109.
[0015] The motion converting mechanism 113 mainly
includes a crank mechanism. The crank mechanism is
constructed such that a driving element in the form of a
piston 129 forming a final movable member of the crank
mechanism linearly moves in the axial direction of the
hammer bit within a cylinder 141 when the crank mech-
anism is rotationally driven by the driving motor 111. The
power transmitting mechanism 117 mainly includes a
gear speed reducing mechanism comprising a plurality
of gears. The power transmitting mechanism 117 appro-
priately reduces the speed of the rotating output of the
driving motor 111 and then transmits it to the hammer bit
119 via a tool holder 151 forming a final axis, so that the
power transmitting mechanism 117 causes the hammer
bit 119 to rotate in its circumferential direction.
[0016] The striking mechanism 115 mainly includes a
striking element in the form of a striker 143 that is slidably
disposed within a bore of the cylinder 141 together with
the piston 129, and an intermediate element in the form
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of an impact bolt 145 that is slidably disposed within the
tool holder 151 which is described below. The striker 143
is driven via an air spring action (pressure fluctuations)
of an air chamber 141a of the cylinder 141 by sliding
movement of the piston 129 and collides with (strikes)
the impact bolt 145. The striker 143 then transmits a strik-
ing force caused by the collision to the hammer bit 119
via the impact bolt 145.
[0017] In the hammer drill 101 constructed as de-
scribed above, when the driving motor 111 is driven, a
striking force is applied to the hammer bit 119 in the axial
direction from the motion converting mechanism 113 via
the striking mechanism 115, and a rotating force is ap-
plied to the hammer bit 119 in the circumferential direction
via the power transmitting mechanism 117. Thus, the
hammer bit 119 held by the bit holding device 104 per-
forms a hammering movement in the axial direction and
a drilling movement in the circumferential direction, so
that a hammer drill operation (drilling) is performed on a
workpiece (concrete) which is not shown. Further, the
hammer drill 101 can be appropriately switched between
mode of hammer drill operation by hammering movement
and drilling movement in the circumferential direction as
described above and mode of hammering operation in
which only a striking force in the axial direction is applied
to the hammer bit 119. However, this is not directly related
to the invention, and therefore its detailed description is
omitted.
[0018] The bit holding device 104 for holding the ham-
mer bit 119 is now explained with reference to FIGS. 2
to 4. The bit holding device 104 mainly includes the cy-
lindrical tool holder 151 having a bit holding hole 151a
which is circular in section and into which the hammer
bit 119 is removably inserted, a plurality of engagement
claws 155 that prevent or allow removal of the hammer
bit 119 inserted into the bit holding hole 151a, a tool
sleeve 157 that is operated by the user and serves to
switch the engagement claws 155 between a removal
preventing position and a removal allowing position for
the hammer bit 119, a generally cylindrical dust-resistant
covering 159 that covers a front region of the tool sleeve
157, and a rubber cap 173 that is disposed in front of the
covering 159.
[0019] The tool holder 151 is an elongate member ex-
tending within a generally cylindrical barrel 106 which
forms a front region (front end region) of the gear housing
107 and is caused to rotate via the above-described pow-
er transmitting mechanism 117. A torque transmission
groove 119a is formed in an outer periphery of the shank
of the hammer bit 119, and when the hammer bit 119 is
inserted into the bit holding hole 151 a of the tool holder
151, the torque transmission groove 119a is engaged
with a plurality of torque transmitting parts in the form of
projections 153 which protrude radially inward from the
tool holder 151 into the bit holding hole 151a, so that the
hammer bit 119 receives a rotating force from the tool
holder 151.
[0020] A plurality of elongate holes 152 are formed

through the tool holder 151 in the radial direction and
extend to a predetermined length in the axial direction,
and the holes 152 are arranged at predetermined inter-
vals in the circumferential direction. Engagement claws
155 are disposed in the elongate holes 152 and can move
in the axial direction and the radial direction of the tool
holder 151. When the hammer bit 119 is inserted into the
bit holding hole 151 a, an inner end of each of the en-
gagement claws 155 in the radial direction of the tool
holder 151 is fitted in an engagement groove (not shown)
formed in the outer periphery of the shank of the hammer
bit 119. In this manner, the engagement claws 155 pre-
vent removal of the hammer bit 119 from the bit holding
hole 151a.
[0021] The tool sleeve 157 is disposed outside of the
tool holder 151 such that it can move in the axial direction
of the tool holder 151 (in the back-and-forth direction).
Further, the tool sleeve 157 has a cylindrical portion 157a
which is formed on its front end in the axial direction and
slidably fitted onto a cam ring 156. The tool sleeve 157
further has a spring receiving disk 163 which is disposed
at the rear of the cylindrical portion 157a and receives a
compression coil spring 161. An outer protruding end
155a of the engagement claw 155 is held between the
cylindrical portion 157a and the spring receiving disk 163
from the front and the rear. Therefore, when the tool
sleeve 157 is moved forward or rearward, the outer pro-
truding end 155a of the engagement claw 155 is pushed
by the spring receiving disk 163 or the cylindrical portion
157a, so that the engagement claw 155 is also moved
forward or rearward. Further, the cam ring 156 is fitted
onto the tool holder 151 such that it can slide in the axial
direction of the tool holder.
[0022] The tool sleeve 157 is constantly biased forward
(toward the front end) by a biasing member in the form
of a compression coil spring 161 which is disposed be-
tween the tool sleeve 157 and the tool holder 151. Spe-
cifically, the compression coil spring 161 is disposed be-
tween the spring receiving disk 163 on the tool sleeve
157 side and a spring receiving disk 163 on the tool holder
151 side, and applies a spring force on the tool sleeve
157 in the axially forward direction. In the state in which
the hammer bit 119 is not inserted into the bit holding
hole 151a, the tool sleeve 157 which is acted upon by
the biasing force of the compression coil spring 161 is
pushed forward and its axial front end of the tool sleeve
157 comes in contact with a stopper in the form of a flange
156a formed around the cam ring 156. As a result, the
tool sleeve 157 is held in a forward position.
[0023] When the tool sleeve 157 is placed in the for-
ward position, the engagement claw 155 is prevented
from moving radially outward by the cam ring 156 and
thus prevents removal of the hammer bit 119 from the
tool holder 151. On the other hand, when the tool sleeve
157 is moved rearward against the biasing force of the
compression coil spring 161, the engagement claw 155
moves radially outward while moving rearward and al-
lows removal of the hammer bit 119 from the tool holder
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151. Such s construction is well known in the art and
therefore their detailed description is omitted.
[0024] The generally cylindrical dust-resistant cover-
ing 159 is disposed on a front region of the tool sleeve
157. The dust-resistant covering 159 covers the front re-
gion of the tool sleeve 157, excluding a region necessary
to be operated by user’s fingers, so that dust can be pre-
vented from entering the bit holding device 104. The dust-
resistant covering 159 forms an outer shell of the bit hold-
ing device 104 and is a feature that corresponds to the
"outer shell component" in this invention. The dust-re-
sistant covering 159 for covering the tool sleeve 157 has
a flange 159a extending radially inward from its front end,
and the inward flange 159a is slidably fitted on the outer
surface of the tool holder 151. A ring-like cushioning 167
is disposed between the inward flange 159a and the cam
ring 156, and further a metal washer 169 is disposed in
front of the inward flange 159a. The cushioning 167 and
the washer 169 are loosely fitted onto the outer surface
of the tool holder 151.
[0025] The tool sleeve 157, the cam ring 156, the cush-
ioning 167, the dust-resistant covering 159 and the wash-
er 169 are fitted onto the tool holder 151 from the front
in this order. In this manner, these members are mounted
to the tool holder 151 such that axial end surfaces of the
adjacent members are held in contact with each other.
Further, these members are prevented from slipping off
by a stopper ring 171 such as a C-ring and an E-ring
formed of a wire rod having a circular section. Therefore,
the forward biasing force of the compression coil spring
161 acts on the washer 169 via the tool sleeve 157, the
cushioning 167 and the dust-resistant covering 159 and
is finally received by the stopper ring 171. The stopper
ring 171 is elastically fitted in an annular groove 151b
which is formed in the outer surface of the tool holder
151 in the circumferential direction and has a generally
semi-circular section, so that it is mounted on the outer
surface of the tool holder 151 in such a manner as to be
prevented from moving in the axial direction.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 3, the front end ofthe tool hold-
er 151 protrudes forward from the front surface of the
dust-resistant covering 159, and the rubber cap 173 is
fitted onto a protruding front end 151c in such a manner
as to cover the protruding front end 151c from the outside.
The cap 173 is a feature that corresponds to the "cover-
ing" in this invention. Further, a metal opening prevention
ring 175 is disposed inside of a rear end of the cap 173
and serves to prevent the stopper ring 171 from opening
in the radial direction of the stopper ring 171 or in a di-
rection transverse to the longitudinal direction of the tool
holder 151. The opening prevention ring 175 is a ring
closed in its circumferential direction and formed of a rigid
wire rod such as steel which has a rectangular section
having a longer length in the radial direction of the ring
than its thickness (length in the axial direction). Further,
the opening prevention ring 175 is disposed outward of
a center position of the stopper ring 171 in the longitudinal
direction of the tool holder 151 such that its inner surface

is opposed to the outer surface of the stopper ring 171
in non-contact with each other with a clearance therebe-
tween. The opening prevention ring 175 is a feature that
corresponds to the "opening prevention member" in this
invention.
[0027] The cap 173 is a cylindrical member having its
front and rear open ends and mounted to the tool holder
151 by fitting it onto the outer surface of the protruding
front end 151c of the tool holder 151 from the front. The
cap 173 has a lip-like protruding piece 173b formed on
an inner surface of its front end, and the protruding piece
173b is elastically held in contact with the outer periphery
of the shank of the hammer bit 119 inserted into the bit
holding hole 151a. In this manner, the cap 173 mounted
onto the tool holder 151 prevents dust from entering the
bit holding device 104 through a clearance between the
outer surface of the hammer bit 119 and the inner surface
of the cap 173. Further, a projection 173a is formed on
a middle portion of a bore inner surface of the cap 173
in the axial direction and protrudes radially inward. When
the cap 173 is mounted onto the protruding front end
151c of the tool holder 151, the projection 173a is elas-
tically engaged with an annular recess 151d formed in
the outer surface of the protruding front end 151c, so that
the cap 173 is held in the mounted state. However, when
the cap 173 is pulled forward by a force strong enough
to elastically deform the projection 173a for the purpose
of maintenance or repair, the cap 173 can be removed
from the protruding front end 151c of the tool holder 151.
[0028] As shown in FIG. 3, the opening prevention ring
175 is fitted into a ring holding portion 174 formed in the
vicinity of the rear opening of the cap 173 from the rear,
and an outer edge of a rear end surface of the opening
prevention ring 175 is supported by an inward flange
174a of the ring holding portion 174. Thus, the opening
prevention ring 175 is integrated with the cap 173. When
the cap 173 is fitted onto a normal position on the pro-
truding front end 151c of the tool holder 151, as shown
in FIG. 2, the inner surface of the opening prevention ring
175 is opposed to the outer surface of the stopper ring
171 in non-contact therewith.
[0029] Further, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a metal
(bearing) 177 is disposed between a region of the tool
holder 151 which houses the impact bolt 145, and the
cylindrical barrel 106 forming the front end region of the
gear housing 107, so that the tool holder 151 is rotatably
supported. An O-ring 179 is disposed between an outer
circumferential surface of the metal 177 and an inner
circumferential surface of the barrel 106, and an O-ring
178 is disposed between an inner circumferential surface
ofthe metal 177 and an outer circumferential surface
ofthe tool holder 151. The outer O-ring 179 which is dis-
posed between the outer circumferential surface of the
metal 177 and the inner circumferential surface of the
barrel 106 serves to prevent the metal 177 from rotating
with respect to the barrel 106, so that a sliding surface
is provided between the metal 177 and the tool holder
151. Therefore, lubricant (grease) within the gear hous-
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ing may leak to the outside through the sliding surface
or clearance between the inner circumferential surface
of the metal 177 and the outer circumferential surface of
the tool holder 151. In this embodiment, the O-ring 178
is provided between the inner circumferential surface of
the metal 177 and the outer circumferential surface of
the tool holder 151, so that lubricant is prevented from
leaking to the outside. Further, naturally, the outer O-ring
179 has a sealing function for preventing leakage of the
lubricant.
[0030] The bit holding device 104 according to this em-
bodiment is constructed as described above. When the
shank of the hammer bit 119 is inserted into the bit holding
hole 151a of the tool holder 151, removal of the hammer
bit 119 from the tool holder 151 is prevented by the en-
gagement claws 155. Further, in this removal prevented
state, the hammer bit 119 is held by the tool holder 151
such that it can move in the axial direction with respect
to the tool holder 151 and can rotate in the circumferential
direction together with the tool holder 151 by engagement
of the projection 153 with the torque transmission groove
119a. Therefore, the hammer bit 119 can perform ham-
mering movement by being struck by the impact bolt 145
and drilling movement by rotating together with the tool
holder 151.
[0031] When the hammer drill 101 1 is driven at idle or
driven in the state in which the hammer bit 119 is not
pressed against the workpiece, the striker 143 strikes the
impact bolt 145 and a front end tapered surface 145a of
the impact bolt 145 comes in contact with a tapered sur-
face 151e of an inner wall of the tool holder 151. At this
time, by the impact of this contact, the stopper ring 171
may open radially outward. In this embodiment, the open-
ing prevention ring 175 is disposed on the outside of the
stopper ring 171. Therefore, when the impact of idle driv-
ing acts upon the stopper ring 171, which may cause the
stopper ring 171 to open radially outward, the outer sur-
face of the stopper ring 171 comes in contact with the
inner surface of the opening prevention ring 175, so that
the stopper ring 171 is prevented from opening. Specif-
ically, according to this embodiment, the opening pre-
vention ring 175 can prevent the stopper ring 171 from
opening, so that wear which may be caused by repeated
opening movement of the stopper ring 171 can be re-
duced and durability can be enhanced. In this embodi-
ment, the opening prevention ring 175 has a rectangular
section and serves to prevent opening of the stopper ring
171 by its side extending in a direction transverse to its
radial direction, so that it can perform the function of pre-
venting opening of the stopper ring 171 with stability.
[0032] Further, in this embodiment, the opening pre-
vention ring 175 is fitted in the ring holding portion 174
of the cap 173 and the outer edge of the rear end surface
of the opening prevention ring 175 is supported by the
inward flange 174a, so that the opening prevention ring
175 is integrated with the cap 173. With such a construc-
tion, when the cap 173 is mounted by fitting onto the
protruding front end 151c of the tool holder 151, simul-

taneously, the opening prevention ring 175 can be easily
disposed on the outside of the stopper ring 171. There-
fore, ease of assembling and repairing can be enhanced.
[0033] Further, in this embodiment, the opening pre-
vention ring 175 is disposed on the outside of the stopper
ring 171 in non-contact therewith. Therefore, it is allowed
to relax the manufacturing accuracy of the stopper ring
171 and the opening prevention ring 175, so that the man-
ufacturing costs can be reduced. Further, by provision of
the metal opening prevention ring 175, sufficient resist-
ance (strength) to radial opening of the stopper ring 171
can be easily ensured.
[0034] Further, in this embodiment, the opening pre-
vention ring 175 is integrated with the cap 173, but it may
be constructed such that the opening prevention ring 175
and the cap 173 are separately assembled. Further, it
may be constructed such that the inner surface of the
opening prevention ring 175 is held in contact with the
outer surface of the stopper ring 171 under normal con-
ditions (in which no impact is applied).
Further, in the above-described embodiment, the ham-
mer drill 101 1 is described in which the hammer bit 119
performs a hammering movement in the axial direction
and a drilling movement in the circumferential direction,
but naturally, the invention can also be applied to a ham-
mer drill in which the hammer bit 119 performs only a
hammering movement in the axial direction.
It is explicitly stated that all features disclosed in the de-
scription and/or the claims are intended to be disclosed
separately and independently from each other for the pur-
pose of original disclosure as well as for the purpose of
restricting the claimed invention independent of the com-
position of the features in the embodiments and/or the
claims. It is explicitly stated that all value ranges or indi-
cations of groups of entities disclose every possible in-
termediate value or intermediate entity for the purpose
of original disclosure as well as for the purpose of re-
stricting the claimed invention, in particular as limits of
value ranges.

Description of Numerals

[0035]

101 electric hammer (impact tool)

103 body (tool body)

104 bit holding device

105 motor housing

106 barrel

107 gear housing

109 handgrip
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109a trigger

111 driving motor

112 output shaft

113 motion converting mechanism

115 striking mechanism

117 power transmitting mechanism

119 hammer bit (tool bit)

119a torque transmission groove

129 piston

141 cylinder

141a air chamber

143 striker

145 impact bolt

145a tapered surface

151 tool holder

151 a bit holding hole

151 b annular groove

151c protruding front end

151d recess

151e tapered surface

152 elongate hole

153 projection

155 engagement claw

155a outer protruding end

156 cam ring

156a flange

157 tool sleeve

157a cylindrical portion

159 dust-resistant covering (outer shell compo-
nent)

159a inward flange

161 compression coil spring

163 spring receiving disk

165 spring receiving disk

167 cushioning

169 washer

171 stopper ring

173 cap (covering)

174 ring holding portion

174a inward flange

175 opening prevention ring (opening preven-
tion member)

177 metal

178, 179 O-ring

Claims

1. An impact tool (101) comprising a tool body (103)
and a bit holding device (104) mounted onto a front
end region of the tool body (103) to perform a pre-
determined operation at least by linearly driving a
tool bit (119) held by the bit holding device (104),
wherein the bit holding device (104) comprises:

an elongate tool holder (151) having a bit holding
hole (151a) into which the tool bit (119) is re-
movably inserted,
an outer shell component (159) which forms an
outer shell of the bit holding device (104) and is
mounted onto a front end portion of the tool hold-
er (151) by moving the outer shell component
(159) from the front end of the tool holder (151)
toward the tool body (103),
a stopper (171) which is fitted onto the tool holder
(151) such that the stopper (171) is prevented
from moving in a longitudinal direction of the tool
holder (151), and serves to prevent the outer
shell component (159) from slipping out of the
front end of the tool holder (151), and
an opening prevention member (175) which is
disposed outward of a center position of the
stopper (171) in the longitudinal direction of the
tool holder (151) and opposed to an outer sur-
face ofthe stopper (171) in a direction transverse
to the longitudinal direction of the tool holder
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(151), and prevents the stopper (171) from
opening in the direction transverse to the longi-
tudinal direction of the tool holder (151) by im-
pact which is transmitted from the tool holder
(151) to the stopper (171) during idle driving.

2. The impact tool (101) as defined in claim 1, wherein
the stopper (171) and the opening prevention mem-
ber (175) are normally disposed in non-contact with
each other.

3. The impact tool (101) as defined in claim 1 or 2,
wherein the tool holder (151) has a protruding front
end (151c) which protrudes from a front end of the
outer shell component (159), the bit holding device
(104) further has a rubber covering (173) fitted onto
the protruding front end (151c), and the opening pre-
vention member (175) is integrated with the covering
(173) and disposed outward of the stopper (171)
when the covering (173) is fitted onto the protruding
front end (151c) ofthe tool holder (151).

4. The impact tool (101) as defined in any one of claims
1 to 3, wherein the opening prevention member (175)
is made of metal.

5. The impact tool (101) as defined in any one of claims
1 to 4, wherein the opening prevention member (175)
is formed by a ring (175) closed in a circumferential
direction.

6. The impact tool (101) as defined in claim 5, wherein
the ring (175) has a rectangular section, and its inner
circumferential surface transverse to a direction of
opening of the stopper (171) is opposed to an outer
surface of the stopper (171).
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