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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a mobile termi-
nal, and more particularly, to a method for automatically
setting time in a mobile terminal, whereby the mobile
communication terminal can automatically set time in an
asynchronous mobile communication system.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In general, mobile communication is classified
into synchronous mobile communication, which adopts
a global positioning system (GPS) and is mostly used in
North America, and asynchronous mobile communica-
tion, which does not adopt the GPS and is mostly used
in Europe. Presently, the representative synchronous
mobile communication system is code division multiple
access 2000 (CDMA2000) and the representative asyn-
chronous mobile communication systems are general
packet radio services (GPRS) and global system for mo-
bile communications (GSM).
[0003] Although a user does not input time to a mobile
terminal in a synchronous mobile communication sys-
tem, such as CDMA2000, when the mobile terminal is
powered on, the mobile terminal performs a terminal re-
setting process for synchronization with the system (base
station) to automatically adjust the time. In this way, all
mobile terminals can always maintain the precise time.
[0004] However, unlike a mobile terminal used in a
synchronous mobile communication system, a mobile
terminal used in an asynchronous mobile communication
system, such as GSM or GPRS, is not provided with time
information from the system. Therefore, users of mobile
terminals in asynchronous mobile communication sys-
tems must input time to the mobile terminals manually.
[0005] Therefore, there is a need for a method to au-
tomatically set time in a mobile terminal uses in an asyn-
chronous mobile communication system. The present in-
vention addresses these and other needs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Features and advantages of the invention will
be set forth in the description which follows, and, in part,
will be apparent from the description or may be learned
by practice of the invention. The objectives and other
advantages of the invention will be realized and attained
by the structure particularly pointed out in the written de-
scription and claims hereof as well as the appended
drawings.
[0007] The invention is directed to provide a method
for automatically setting time in a mobile terminal, where-
by the mobile communication terminal can automatically
set time in an asynchronous mobile communication sys-

tem. By providing a message to the mobile terminal that
includes time information, the mobile terminal may auto-
matically set the time rather than a user having to man-
ually enter time.
[0008] The object is solved by a method including the
features of the independent claim.
[0009] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes receiving the SMS message from a short mes-
sage service center of a mobile communication system.
Preferably, the method further includes determining that
a transport protocol user data header indicator in the SMS
message has a value of ’1’.
[0010] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes extracting the time information from an informa-
tion element of a user data header in the SMS message.
Preferably, the method further includes extracting the
time information from an information element having an
information element identifier in the range of 0*EO to
0*FF.
[0011] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes determining whether the SMS message includes
the time information, the determination performed ac-
cording to the information element identifier. It is further
contemplated that the method includes extracting the
time information and setting the time only if it is deter-
mined that the SMS message includes the time informa-
tion. Preferably, the method further includes deleting the
SMS message after setting the time without indicating
reception of the SMS message to a user.
[0012] GB 2 362 787 A describes a method for setting
a time on the cellular phone, wherein the terminal sends
a SMS text message addressed to itself, which is sub-
sequently received by the network, time-date stamped
and sent back. The terminal sets the time based on the
received time-and-date stamped short message.
[0013] US 6,539,493 B1 describes a method of updat-
ing a system time of a data processor system, wherein
the subscriber station of a data processor system com-
municates a message containing an own address of the
subscriber station as the destination address. Upon re-
ceipt of this message, time related information is parsed
and transferred into the memory of the data processor
system.
[0014] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes receiving the time information from a short mes-
sage service center. Preferably, receiving the time infor-
mation includes receiving an SMS message to which the
time information has been added.
[0015] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes determining that a transport protocol user data
header indicator of the SMS message has a value of ’1’.
Preferably, the method further includes extracting the
time information from an information element of a user
data header in the SMS message.
[0016] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes extracting the time information from an informa-
tion element having an information element identifier in
the range of 0*E0 to 0*FF. It is further contemplated that
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the method further includes determining whether the
SMS message includes the requested time information,
the determination performed according to the information
element identifier. Preferably, the method further in-
cludes extracting the time information only if it is deter-
mined that the SMS message includes the requested the
time information.
[0017] It is contemplated that the method further in-
cludes setting a transport protocol user data header of
the SMS message to a value at ’1’. Preferably, the meth-
od further includes including the requested time informa-
tion in an information element of a user data header of
the SMS message.
[0018] It is contemplated that the information element
has a data length of 6 octets and includes 6 bytes of
information element data containing the requested time.
It is further contemplated that the information element
data includes information of year, month, day, hour,
minute and second in each octet for a total 6 bytes. Pref-
erably, the method further includes including the request-
ed time information in an information element having an
information element identifier in the range of 0*E0 to
0*FF.
[0019] Additional features and advantages of the in-
vention will be set forth in the description which follows,
and, in part, will be apparent from the description or may
be learned by practice of the invention. It is to be under-
stood that both the foregoing general description and the
following detailed description of the present invention are
exemplary and explanatory and are intended to provide
further explanation of the invention as claimed. These
and other embodiments will also become readily appar-
ent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed
description of the embodiments having reference to the
attached figures, the invention not being limited to any
particular embodiments disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate embodiments of the invention and to-
gether with the description serve to explain the principles
of the invention. Features, elements, and aspects of the
invention that are referenced by the same numerals in
different figures represent the same, equivalent, or sim-
ilar features, elements, or aspects in accordance with
one or more embodiments.

Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing sequential steps of a
method for automatically setting time for a mobile
terminal in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 2 illustrates a detailed structure of an SMS mes-
sage for a method for automatically setting time for
a mobile terminal in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0021] The present invention relates to method for au-
tomatically setting time in a mobile terminal, whereby the
mobile communication terminal can automatically set
time in an asynchronous mobile communication system.
Although the present invention is illustrated with respect
to a mobile communication device, it is contemplated that
the present invention may be utilized anytime it is desired
to allow a communication device to automatically set
time.
[0022] Reference will now be made in detail to the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, examples
of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
Well-known functions or constructions are not described
in detail since they would obscure the invention with un-
necessary detail.
[0023] Fig. 1 is a flowchart illustrating sequential steps
of a method for automatically setting time for a mobile
terminal in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to Fig. 1, when the mobile
terminal is powered on, the mobile terminal transmits a
time information request to a system using a predefined
address (S110). The system can be a short message
service center (SMSC) that transmits a short message
service (SMS) message.
[0024] The SMSC, upon receiving the time information
request from the mobile terminal, recognizes that the mo-
bile terminal desires to receive time information on the
basis of the address, creates an SMS message including
time information and transmits the SMS message to the
mobile terminal (S120). The mobile terminal, upon re-
ceiving the SMS message, determines whether the SMS
includes the requested time information or is a general
message by parsing the message (S130).
[0025] If the message includes the time information,
the mobile terminal sets time by using the time informa-
tion data and deletes the message without indicating to
the user that the message was received (S140). If the
message is a general SMS message, the mobile terminal
indicates to the user that the message was received and
displays the message on a screen, deletes the message
or stores the message according to a command from the
user (S150).
[0026] In order to support the method illustrated in FIG.
1, the SMS message must contain a specific structure
so that the time information can be added to the SMS
message and the mobile terminal can parse the mes-
sage. The specific structure of the SMS message will be
explained with reference to Fig. 2.
[0027] Fig. 2 illustrates a detailed structure of an SMS
message to support a method for automatically setting
time for a mobile terminal in accordance with one em-
bodiment of the present invention. Pursuant to the SMS
specification, the SMSC transmits the SMS message to
the mobile terminal using an SMS_DELIVER transaction
type.
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[0028] As illustrated in Fig. 2, the SMS message 200
includes an SMS header 202 having message informa-
tion and a plurality of transport protocol data units (TPDU)
204-1 to 204-n. Each TPDU 204-1 to 204-n includes var-
ious fields. A transport protocol user data header indica-
tor (TP-UDHI) 206 indicates transport protocol user data
(TP-UD) 208 in the form of information element identifiers
(IEI).
[0029] When the TP-UDHI 206 has a value of ’1’, part
of the TP-UD 208 including actual message contents is
regarded as a user data header (UDH) 210, thereby en-
abling the mobile terminal to recognize the existence of
other information and to parse the message. The TP-UD
208 includes the UDH 210, fill bits 216 and data 218. The
UDH 210 includes a UDH length (UDHL) 212 indicating
a length of the UDH 210, a plurality of information ele-
ments (IE) 214-1 to 214-n.
[0030] In accordance with the present invention, the
SMSC transmits the time information to the mobile ter-
minal using the IEs 214-1 to 214-n of the UDH 210, which
include other information, rather than the actual contents
of the SMS message. The mobile terminal receives the
time information and automatically sets the time.
[0031] The SMSC, upon receiving the time information
request from the mobile terminal, transmits the SMS
message 200 after setting the TP-UDHI 206 as ’1’ and
adding the time information to the IEs 214-1 to 214-n.
According to the SMS specification, the IEI 220 of the IE
structure 214-1 to 214-n ranges from 0*.00 to 0*FF. Fur-
thermore, the range of 0*E0 to 0*FF of the IEI 220 is
reserved for future use. In the present invention, one val-
ue in the range of 0*E0 to 0*FF of the IEI 220 is defined
and used to indicate the time information to the user.
[0032] Additionally, the SMSC generates the SMS
message 200 having an IE data length (IEDL) 222 of
0*06 containing 6 octets and an IE data (IED) 224 includ-
ing information indicating year, month, day, hour, minute
and second in each octet, for a total 6 bytes. The SMSC
transmits the SMS message 200 to the mobile terminal
that transmitted the time information request. The mobile
terminal, upon receiving the SMS message 200, deter-
mines whether the message 200 includes the requested
time information data on the basis of the IEI 220 when
the message 200 is parsed.
[0033] If the message 200 includes the requested time
information data, the mobile terminal extracts the data
including the time information of 6 bytes indicating year,
month, day, hour, minute and second from the IED 224
corresponding to 6-octet IEDL 222 and stores the ex-
tracted data in a temporary memory. The mobile terminal
sets the time using the stored time information data and
deletes the message 200 after setting the time without
indicating reception of the message 200 to the user.
[0034] On the other hand, if the received message
does not include the requested time information data, but
is a general SMS message, such as in the conventional
method, the mobile terminal indicates reception of the
message to the user. The mobile terminal then displays

the message on a screen, deletes the message or stores
the message according to a command from the user.
[0035] For example, if 0*E1 is defined as a time infor-
mation notifying value, the SMSC generates an SMS
message in which the IEI of the IE is 0*E1 (IEI=0*E1),
the IEDL is 0*06 having 6 octets (IEDL=0*06) and the
IED includes information indicating year, month, day,
hour, minute and second in each octet, for a total 6 bytes.
The SMSC then transmits the SMS message to the mo-
bile terminal that transmitted the time information re-
quest.
[0036] The mobile terminal receiving the SMS mes-
sage recognizes that the message includes the request-
ed time information data on the basis of the IEI (0*E1)
when the message is parsed, extracts most of the 6 bytes
of data including the time information indicating year,
month, day, hour, minute and second from the IED cor-
responding to 6-octet IEDL 222, and stores the extracted
data in a temporary memory. The mobile terminal sets
the time using the stored time information data and de-
letes the message after setting the time without indicating
reception of the message to the user.
[0037] The method for automatically setting time for a
mobile terminal according to the present invention can
automatically set time in a mobile terminal in an asyn-
chronous mobile communication system. By automati-
cally setting the time, a user is not required to manually
input time and convenience is increased.
[0038] As the present invention may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the spirit or essen-
tial characteristics thereof, it should also be understood
that the above-described embodiments are not limited
by any of the details of the foregoing description, unless
otherwise specified, but rather should be construed
broadly within its spirit and scope as defmed in the ap-
pended claims, and therefore all changes and modifica-
tions that fall within the metes and bounds of the claims,
or equivalence of such metes and bounds are therefore
intended to be embraced by the appended claims. There-
fore, all changes and modifications that fall within the
metes and bounds of the claims, or equivalence of such
metes and bounds are therefore contemplated by the
appended claims.
[0039] The foregoing embodiments and advantages
are merely exemplary and are not to be construed as
limiting the present invention. The present teaching can
be readily applied to other types of apparatuses. The
description of the present invention is intended to be il-
lustrative, and not to limit the scope of the claims. Many
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. In the claims, means-plus-
function clauses are intended to cover the structure de-
scribed herein as performing the recited function and not
only structural equivalents but also equivalent structures.
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Claims

1. A method for setting time in a mobile terminal, the
method comprising:

receiving an SMS message comprising time in-
formation from a short message service center
of a mobile communication system; and
setting (S140) the time according to the time in-
formation, wherein setting the time comprises:

determining whether the SMS message in-
cludes the time information:
setting the time only if it is determined that
the SMS message includes the time infor-
mation and deleting the SMS message with-
out indicating reception of the SMS mes-
sage to a user: and
indicating reception of the SMS message to
a user if it is not determined that the SMS
message includes the time information.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining that a transport protocol user data
header indicator in the SMS message has a val-
ue of ’1’.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

extracting the time information from an informa-
tion element of a user data header in the SMS
message.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

extracting the time information from an informa-
tion element having an information element
identifier in the range of 0*E0 to 0*FF.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Einstellen der Zeit in einem mobilen
Endgerät, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Empfangen einer SMS-Nachricht, die Zeitinfor-
mationen enthält, von einer Kurznachricht-
dienst-Zentrale eines Mobilkommunikationssy-
stems; und
Einstellen (S 140) der Zeit in Übereinstimmung
mit den Zeitinformationen, wobei das Einstellen
der Zeit umfasst:

Feststellen, ob die SMS-Nachricht die Zeit-
informationen enthält;
Einstellen der Zeit nur dann, wenn festge-
stellt wird, dass die SMS-Nachricht die Zeit-

informationen enthält, und Löschen der
SMS-Nachricht ohne Anzeige des Emp-
fangs der SMS-Nachricht für einen Anwen-
der; und
Anzeigen des Empfangs der SMS-Nach-
richt für einen Anwender, falls nicht festge-
stellt wird, dass die SMS-Nachricht die Zeit-
informationen enthält.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner umfasst:

Bestimmen, dass ein Transportprotokoll-An-
wenderdatenkopfsatz-Indikator in der SMS-
Nachricht den Wert "1" hat.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner umfasst:

Extrahieren der Zeitinformationen aus einem In-
formationselement eines Anwenderdatenkopf-
satzes in der SMS-Nachricht.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, das ferner umfasst:

Extrahieren der Zeitinformationen aus einem In-
formationselement, das einen Informationsele-
ment-Identifizierer im Bereich von 0*E0 bis 0*FF
hat.

Revendications

1. Procédé de mise à l’heure d’un terminal mobile, le
procédé comprenant :

la réception d’un minimessage comprenant des
informations horaires depuis un centre de ser-
vice de minimessages d’un système de commu-
nication mobile ; et
la mise à l’heure (S 140) en fonction des infor-
mations horaires, dans lequel la mise à l’heure
comprend :

la détermination du fait que le minimessage
comporte les informations horaires ;
la mise à l’heure seulement si l’on a déter-
miné que le minimessage comporte les in-
formations horaires et la suppression du mi-
nimessage sans indication de la réception
du minimessage à un utilisateur ; et
l’indication de la réception du minimessage
à un utilisateur si l’on n’a pas déterminé que
le minimessage comporte les informations
horaires.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :

la détermination du fait qu’un indicateur d’en-
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tête de données d’utilisateur de protocole de
transport dans le minimessage a une valeur de
1.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :

l’extraction des informations horaires d’un élé-
ment d’information d’un en-tête de données
d’utilisateur dans le minimessage.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, comprenant en
outre :

l’extraction des informations horaires d’un élé-
ment d’information comportant un identifiant
d’élément d’information situé dans la plage com-
prise entre 0*E0 et 0*FF.
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