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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of
diagnosing presence of a fault in a main relay used for
controlling supply of electric power to electric loads such
as a microcomputer of an electronic control unit and var-
ious actuators mounted on a vehicle, and relates to an
electronic control unit having a function of performing a
fault diagnosis on such a main relay.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Most engine systems mounted on vehicles are
provided with a self-diagnosis function. Such engine sys-
tems are configured to perform a self-diagnosis during a
period when a vehicle engine is in a state where there is
no fear of making a wrong diagnosis.
[0003] However, it often occurs that the time during
which the vehicle engine is kept at the state where there
is no fear of making a wrong diagnosis is too short to
perform the self-diagnosis, depending on the contents of
the self-diagnosis (diagnosis targets). One of such diag-
nosis targets is the evapo-purge system described, for
example, in Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No.
8-35452.
[0004] The evapo-purge system is a system for col-
lecting fuel steam evaporating from a fuel tank into a can-
ister, and purging the collected fuel steam into an air in-
take passage of a vehicle engine together with fresh air
sucked through an atmospheric hole of the canister de-
pending on a running state of the vehicle engine. The
evapo-purge system is mainly constituted by the canister,
an evapo-passage for communication between the fuel
tank and the canister, and a purge passage for commu-
nication between the canister and the air intake passage.
To diagnose the evapo-purge system, the system is set
in a closed state, and then a certain pressure is applied
to the inside of this system. Abnormality in the evapo-
purge system, that is, leakage due to a hole or a crack
(mainly in the evapo-passage or the purge passage) can
be detected by monitoring how the pressure inside the
system varies when the application of the pressure to the
inside of this system is removed.
[0005] If the fuel in the fuel tank is vibrated, or if the
temperature of the fuel changes while the self-diagnosis
is performed, the abnormality detection reliability may be
degraded, because the fuel vibration and the fuel tem-
perature change have a nonnegligible effect on the pres-
sure inside the system.
[0006] Accordingly, it is known to configure an elec-
tronic control unit having a function of performing a self-
diagnosis such that it automatically restarts in order to
perform the self-diagnosis after a lapse of a predeter-
mined time from the time when an ignition switch was

turned off to stop a vehicle engine (refer to Japanese
Patent Application Laid-open No. 2003-254172, for ex-
ample).
[0007] Such an electronic control unit includes therein
a soak timer. When the soak timer in which a predeter-
mined timer time (start-up set time) is set is timed-up, a
main relay is energized (turned on), as a result of which
electric power is supplied to a microcomputer of the elec-
tronic control unit so that the electronic control unit can
perform the self-diagnosis.
[0008] In such an electronic control unit, if the main
relay develops a fault in that the main relay is always in
the on state due to abnormality in a relay drive circuit, or
the soak timer, or the main relay itself, it may result that
the remaining capacity of a vehicle battery keeps de-
creasing and runs out at the worst time, because the
supply of electric power to the electronic control unit con-
tinues.
[0009] Document US 2004/0047097A1 discloses a
method for detecting failure of a relay operating in a ve-
hicle having an ignition switch, a power supply, a capac-
itor, and a pre-charge circuit to pre-charge the capacitor
with the relay switching power from the power supply to
the pre-charged capacitor. The method comprises the
steps of performing a capacitor pre-charge test; and per-
forming a capacitor discharge test. The capacitor pre-
charge test is performed when the ignition is switched
ON and the capacitor discharge test is performed when
the ignition is switched OFF. When the vehicle ignition
switch is turned from ON to OFF an ECU checks the
capacitor for a discharged overvoltage condition, in other
words, checks, whether the capacitor voltage is greater
than a maximum discharge voltage level.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The invention is defined by the features of the
independent claims. The dependent claims are directed
to preferred embodiments of the invention.
[0011] The fault diagnosis function may be configured
to make an attempt to drive the electric load by use of
the control section to monitor an operation state of the
electric load when the attempt is made.
[0012] The stop command outputted from the control
section may be inputted to a drive circuit of the main relay
by way of the timer section, and the fault diagnosis func-
tion may be configured to make the attempt utilizing a
time period after transmission of the stop command from
the control section to the timer section.
[0013] The stop command outputted from the control
section may be directly inputted to a drive circuit of the
main relay, and the fault diagnosis function may be con-
figured to make the attempt utilizing a time period after
transmission of the stop command from the control sec-
tion to a drive circuit of the main relay.
[0014] The fault diagnosis function may be configured
to make, if the electric load is normally driven when the
attempt is made, the attempt for the second time, and to
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determine that the main relay is in the fault state if the
electric load is normally driven when the attempt is made
for the second time.
[0015] The fault diagnosis function may be configured
to make, if the electric load is normally driven when the
attempt is made, a diagnosis of presence of a breakage
fault in a power supply path of the electric load on the
basis of followability of the electric load to the drive com-
mand.
[0016] The fault diagnosis function may be configured
to make, if the electric load is normally driven when the
attempt is made, a diagnosis of presence of a breakage
fault in a power supply path of the electric load on the
basis of a value of a current flowing into the electric load
through the power supply path.
[0017] The fault diagnosis function may be configured
to monitor a time elapsed since the control section trans-
mits the stop command by use of the control section, the
attempt being made when the monitored elapsed time
exceeds a threshold time set at a value determined de-
pending on a response time needed for the main relay
to change from the on state to the off state in response
to the stop command.
[0018] The threshold time may be a sum of the re-
sponse time and a predetermined margin time.
[0019] The fault diagnosis function may be configured
to, when a diagnosis that the main relay is in the fault
state is made, notify a result of the diagnosis, and store
the result of the diagnosis in a nonvolatile memory in-
cluded in the electronic control unit.
[0020] The fault diagnosis function is configured to,
when a diagnosis that the main relay is in the fault state
is made, transmit a result of the diagnosis as a fail-safe
command to other electronic control units through an in-
vehicle network.
[0021] The control section and the timer section may
be separately formed in different IC chips.
[0022] The control section and the timer section may
be integrated in the same IC chip.
[0023] According to the present invention, it becomes
possible to early diagnose presence of a fault in the main
relay or in its control line.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024] In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing structures of an
electronic control unit according to a first embodi-
ment of the invention and its peripheral circuits;
Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing processing steps of a
control process performed by a microcomputer in-
cluded in the electronic control unit according to the
first embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing steps of a base load
fault judging processing included in the control proc-
ess performed by the microcomputer included in the
electronic control unit according to the first embodi-

ment of the invention;
Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing steps of a main relay
cut-off processing included in the control process
performed by the microcomputer included in the
electronic control unit according to the first embodi-
ment of the invention;
Fig. 5 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the first embodiment of the inven-
tion when an ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 6 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the first embodiment of the inven-
tion when then ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 7 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the first embodiment of the inven-
tion when then ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 8 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the first embodiment of the inven-
tion when then ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 9 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the first embodiment of the inven-
tion when an ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 10 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the first embodiment of the inven-
tion when the ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 11 is a flowchart showing processing steps of a
control process performed by a microcomputer in-
cluded in the electronic control unit according to a
first embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 12 is a flowchart showing steps of a main relay
cut-off processing included in the control process
performed by the microcomputer included in the
electronic control unit according to the second em-
bodiment of the invention;
Fig. 13 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the second embodiment of the in-
vention when an ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 14 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the second embodiment of the in-
vention when the ignition switch is turned off;
Fig. 15 is a timechart showing temporal changes of
each signal and each part in the electronic control
unit according to the second embodiment of the in-
vention when an ignition switch is turned off; and
Fig. 16 is a block diagram showing a structure of a
variant of the electronic control unit according to the
first embodiment of the invention.
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PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

First Embodiment

[0025] Fig. 1 is a diagram showing structures of an
electronic control unit 100 according to a first embodi-
ment of the invention, and its.peripheral circuits.
[0026] As shown in this figure, an indicating lamp 108,
an ignition switch 201, a main relay 202, a vehicle battery
203, an electric load 301 such as an cooling fan, etc, are
connected to the electronic control unit 100 as its periph-
eral circuits.
[0027] The electronic control unit 100 is mainly consti-
tuted by a microcomputer 101, a nonvolatile memory 102
connected to the microcomputer 101, a main relay drive
circuit 103, a power supply circuit 104, a soak timer 105,
an input/output section 106, a communication circuit 107,
and an electric load drive circuit 302 for driving the electric
load. The electronic control unit 100 is connected to an
in-vehicle network such as CAN (Controller Area Net-
work) through the communication circuit 107 so as to be
capable of communicating with other electronic control
units mounted on the same vehicle. The electric load
drive circuit 302 is constituted by a power transistor and
load resistors.
The microcomputer 101 has an external load terminal
TM connected to a node between the electric load 301
and the electric load drive circuit 302 through a pick-up
path 303.
[0028] The microcomputer 101 of the electronic control
unit 100 includes a CPU monitor RAM 101b which is a
volatile memory, and a communication section 101c.
The microcomputer 101 operates as a host computer of
the electronic control unit 100 to perform an engine con-
trol process under normal conditions, and other various
processes including a diagnosis process for the evapo-
purge system. The microcomputer 101 also includes a
fault diagnosis section 101a for performing a fault diag-
nosis on the main relay 202 and its control line including
the main relay drive circuit 103 and the soak timer 105.
[0029] The microcomputer 101 is configured to trans-
mit a cut-off request signal (power supply interruption
command) SD to the soak timer 105 through the com-
munication section 101c to turn off the main relay 202,
when the ignition switch 201 is turned off, and when the
fault diagnosis on the evapo-purge system is completed.
The microcomputer 101 is also configured to make an
attempt to drive the electric load 301 by outputting a drive
command to the electric load drive circuit 302 utilizing a
time period after the microcomputer outputs the cut-off
request signal SD, and to monitor followability of the elec-
tric load to the drive command. The fault diagnosis sec-
tion 101a is configured to diagnose whether or not the
main relay 202 is in a state where it cannot be controlled
to the off state, and also diagnose whether or not there
is a breakage fault in a power supply path (cable) through
which electric power is supplied to the electric load 301.
When it is diagnosed that the main relay 202 is in the

state where it cannot be controlled to the off state, the
microcomputer 101 stores the result of this diagnosis in
the nonvolatile memory 102, lights the indicating lamp
108, and transmits a fail-safe command to other elec-
tronic control units through the communication circuit 107
to notify occurrence of the fault in the main relay 202.
[0030] The main relay drive circuit 103, which performs
on/off control on the main relay 202, turns on the main
relay 202 upon receiving a drive command SK which the
soak timer 105 outputs when an ON signal SIG is sent
from the ignition switch 201, and when a timer counter
105a (to be described later) thereof is timed up. The main
relay drive circuit 103 turns off the main relay 202 upon
receiving a stop command SH from the soak timer 105.
The main relay 202 is constituted by a relay coil 202a
and a relay contact 202b. When a drive current is passed
through the relay coil 202a by the main relay drive circuit
103, the relay contact 202b is closed, as a result of which
a battery voltage VBAT is applied to the power supply
circuit 104 of the electronic control unit 100 as a drive
voltage VB. When the drive current to the relay coil 202a
is interrupted, the relay contact 202b is opened, as a
result of which the application of the drive voltage VB to
the power supply circuit 104 is removed.
[0031] The power supply circuit 104 generates an op-
eration voltage Vm supplied to the microcomputer 101
from the drive voltage BV, and also generates an oper-
ation voltage Vs supplied to the main relay drive circuit
103, soak timer 105, etc. directly from the battery voltage
VBAT.
[0032] The soak timer105 is mainly constituted by the
timer counter 105a, a set-value holding section 105b, a
clock generator 105c, and a communication/control cir-
cuit 105f. The soak timer 105 is configured to operate on
the drive voltage Vs supplied from the power supply cir-
cuit 104 irrespective of the on/off state of the ignition
switch 201.
[0033] The timer counter 105a is configured to count
oscillation signals (clocks) generated by the clock gen-
erator 105c to measure time. The set-value holding sec-
tion 105b is for holding a start-up set time TH of the soak
timer 105b. The set-value holding section 105b can be
constituted by a register or the like.
[0034] The communication/control circuit 105f of the
soak timer 105 operates as a communication interface
for transmitting and receiving the start-up set time TH, a
timer counter clear signal, the cut-off request signal SD,
a reception acknowledge SR, etc. with the microcomput-
er 101. The communication/control circuit 105f includes
a function of controlling renewal of the start-up set time
TH held in the set-value holding section 105b, a function
of controlling the counting operation of the timer counter
105a, and a function of controlling the main relay drive
circuit 103 by outputting the stop command SH in re-
sponse to the cut-off request signal SD. More specifically,
the communication/control circuit 105f is configured to
rewrite the start-up set time TH held in the set-value hold-
ing section 105b in accordance with instruction concern-
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ing the start-up set time TH sent from the microcomputer
101, and to clear the timer counter 105a upon receiving
the timer counter clear signal. The communication/con-
trol circuit 105f is also configured to return the reception
acknowledge SR upon receiving the cut-off request sig-
nal from the microcomputer 101, while outputting the stop
command SH to the main relay drive circuit 103.
[0035] The soak timer 105 compares the count value
of the timer counter 105a with the start-up set time TH
held in the set-value holding section 105b by use of a
comparator 105d, and outputs the drive command SK to
the main relay drive circuit 103 through an OR circuit
105e when they coincide to each other. The soak timer
105 outputs the drive command SK to the main relay
drive circuit 103 through the OR circuit 105e also when
the ON signal SIG is sent from the ignition switch 201.
[0036] The input/output section 106 of the electronic
control unit 100 includes various interface circuits, an A/D
converter circuit for converging sensor signals into digital
signals, various driver circuits, etc. Actuators and sen-
sors for a various devices including fuel pump, an electric
pump module, a purge control valve, and a fuel injector,
etc. are connected to the input/output section 106, so
that they can be controlled and monitored by the electric
control unit 100. The indicating lamp 108 connected to
the input/output section 106 is lit when the fault diagnosis
section 101a of the microcomputer 101 makes a diagno-
sis that the main relay 202 is in the state where it cannot
be controlled to the off state. The indicating lamp 108 is
installed in a place easily visible from vehicle passengers,
for example, in a meter panel.
[0037] Next, the control process performed by the mi-
crocomputer 101 is explained with reference to the flow-
chart shown in Fig. 2. This control operation is performed
at regular intervals, for example, every 100ms. The con-
trol process begins by checking at step S10 whether or
not the start-up of the microcomputer 101 itself has been
caused by the action of the soak timer 105. This check
is made taking account of whether or not the ignition
switch 201 is in the off state where the On signal SIG is
not received by the microcomputer 101.
[0038] If it is determined that the start-up of the micro-
computer 101 has not been caused by the action of the
soak timer 105, but caused by the manipulation of the
ignition switch 201, a base process boxed by the broken
line in Fig. 2 is performed. This base process begins by
checking at step S11 whether the ignition switch 201 is
switched from the on position to the off position. If it is
determined at step S11 that the ignition switch 201 is in
the on position (NO in step S11), a normal engine control
is performed at step S12.
[0039] On the other hand, if it is determined at step
S11 that the ignition switch 201 has been just switched
to the off position (YES in step S11), a post-processing
including learning of a fully closed position in an electronic
throttle control, and writing of various learned values and
necessary data into the nonvolatile memory 102, which
the microcomputer 101 should perform before entering

the stopped state, is performed at step S13. After com-
pletion of the post-processing, it is checked at step S14
whether or not the condition for turning off the main relay
202 (main relay cut-off condition) is satisfied. If it is de-
termined at step S14 that the main relay cut-off condition
is not satisfied, the control process is ended for a time.
The post-processing is performed repeatedly until the
main relay cut-off condition is satisfied. If it is determined
at step S14 that the main relay cut-off condition is satis-
fied, a base load fault judging processing is performed
at step S15. Here, explanation is made to the base load
fault judging processing with reference to the flowchart
shown in Fig. 3.
[0040] The base load fault judging processing begins
by picking up, at step S151, a voltage at a ground terminal
of the electric load 301, that is, a voltage applied to the
external load terminal TM of the microcomputer 101.
Subsequently, it is checked at step S152 whether or not
the picked up voltage is equal to or larger than a prede-
termined level. Noxznally, the electric load 301 is applied
with the drive voltage VB when the main relay 202 is in
the on state. However, if there occurs a breakage fault
on a power supply path between the main relay 202 and
the electric load 301, the application of the drive voltage
VB to the electric load 301 is interrupted. Accordingly,
the level of the picked up voltage depends on whether
or not there is a breakage fault on the power supply path.
More specifically, it is checked at step S152 whether or
not the voltage picked up at the external load terminal is
equal to the drive voltage VB subtracted by a voltage
drop of the electric load 301. If it is determined at step
S152 that the picked up voltage is larger than the prede-
termined level, it is determined at step S153 that there
is not breakage fault on the power supply path between
the main relay 202 and the electric load 301 to end the
base load fault judging processing. On the other hand, if
it is determined at step S152 that the picked up voltage
is smaller than the predetermined level, it is judged at
step S154 that there is a breakage fault or a short circuit
to the ground on the power supply path between the main
relay 202 and the electric load 301. And the result of this
judgment is stored in the nonvolatile memory 102 to end
the base load fault judging processing.
[0041] Returning to Fig. 2, when the base load fault
judging processing is completed, the control process
moves to step S16 to perform a main relay cut-off
processing. Here, the explanation is made to the main
relay cut-off processing with reference to the flowchart
shown in Fig. 4.
[0042] As shown in this figure, the main relay cut-off
processing begins by checking at step S161 whether or
not the cut-off request signal SD has been transmitted
to the soak timer 105. If it is determined at step S161 that
the cut-off request signal SD has not been transmitted,
the cut-off request signal SD is transmitted through the
communication section 101c at step S162. At this time,
the timer counter clear signal commanding to clear the
count value of the timer counter 105a of the soak timer
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105 is also transmitted.
[0043] After that, it is checked at step S163 whether
or not the reception acknowledgement SR has been
transmitted from the soak timer within a predetermined
time. If it is determined at step S163 that the reception
acknowledge SR has been returned from the soak timer
105 within a predetermined time, the processing is ended
for a time. In such a normal case, the stop command SH
is outputted from the soak timer 105, and as a result the
application of the operation voltage Vm to the microcom-
puter 101 is interrupted, because the relay drive circuit
103 control the main relay 102 to the off state. In this
way, the microcomputer 101 enters the stopped sate af-
ter a lapse of a predetermined time from the time when
the cut-off request signal SD is transmitted at step S162.
[0044] On the other hand, if it is determined at step
S163 that the reception acknowledge SR has not been
returned from the soak timer 105 within the predeter-
mined time, the result of this check indicating that there
is fault or abnormality in the soak timer 105 is stored in
the nonvolatile memory 102 at step S164, and then no-
tified to the vehicle passengers through illumination of
the indicating lamp 108 at step S165. In this case, since
the possibility that the main relay 202 cannot be control-
led to the off state is high, the result of this check is trans-
mitted to other electronic control units connected to the
in-vehicle network, so that they can operate in a fail-safe
mode taking account of the fact that there is abnormality
in the soak timer 105.
[0045] In the case where the main relay 202 cannot be
controlled to the off state when the cut-off request signal
SD is transmitted to the soak timer 105 due to abnormality
in the control line of the main relay 202, the main relay
cut-off processing continues even after transmission of
the cut-off request signal SD, because the supply of elec-
tric power to the microcomputer 101 continues. In this
case, since the transmission of the cut-off request signal
SD has been already done, the check result at step S161
becomes affirmative (YES), it is checked at step S166
whether or not the nonvolatile memory 102 stores a fault
record (abnormality record) . If it is determined that at
step S166 that the nonvolatile memory 102 stores a fault
record (abnormality record), the processing is ended for
a time.
[0046] On the other hand, if it is determined that at step
S166 that the nonvolatile memory 102 stores no fault
record (no abnormality record), an attempt is made to
drive the electric load 301 by outputting the drive com-
mand to the electric load drive circuit 302 at step S167.
At this time, the value of a voltage picked up at the ex-
ternal load terminal TM is stored in the CPU monitor
RAM101b at step S168. Incidentally, when the main relay
202 is changed to the off state in response to the cut-off
request signal, the attempt to drive the electric load 301
is not made, because the supply of electric power to the
microcomputer 101 is interrupted. Accordingly, since if
the attempt to drive the electric load 301 is made, it means
that the supply of electric power to the microcomputer

101 is continuing, it is diagnosed that there is a fault in
the main relay 202 or in its control line. In this embodi-
ment, it is also diagnosed whether or not a breakage fault
is in a power supply path leading from the node between
the electric load 301 and the electric load drive circuit
302 to the ground as explained below.
[0047] After the pick-up of the voltage at the external
load terminal TM is performed for a predetermined time,
it is checked at step S169 whether or not the voltage
picked up is following the drive command by comparing
the phase of the picked up voltage with the phase of the
drive command. If it is determined at step 169 that the
voltage picked up is following the drive command, it is
judged that there is not a break in the power supply path
leading from the node (pick up point) between the electric
load 301 and the electric load drive circuit 302 to the
ground, nor a fault in the power transistor of the electric
load drive circuit 302.
And the result of this judgment is stored in the nonvolatile
memory 102 at step S170. The result of this judgment is
also notified to the vehicle passengers through illumina-
tion of the indicating lamp 108, and transmitted as a fail-
safe command to other electronic control units connected
to the in-vehicle network at step S171, to complete this
processing. On the other hand, if it is determined at step
S169 that the voltage picked up is not following the drive
command, it is judged at step S172 that there is a break
in the electrical path, or a fault in the power transistor of
the electric load drive circuit 302. The result of this judg-
ment is notified to the vehicle passengers through illumi-
nation of the indicating lamp 108, and is transmitted as
a fail-safe command to other electronic units at step S171
to complete the main relay cut-off processing. In this way,
it becomes possible to perform the fault diagnosis on the
main relay 202 and its control line, while performing the
diagnosis to determine whether or not there is a break
or the like in the power supply path.
[0048] On the other hand, if it is determined at step
S10 in Fig. 2 that the start-up of the microcomputer 101
has been caused by the action of the soak timer 105, it
is checked at step S17 whether the microcomputer 101
has been started up in a state where the supply of electric
power to the microcomputer 101 has been maintained.
In other words, it is checked at step S17 whether or not
the main relay 202 was turned off normally by the ma-
nipulation of the ignition switch 201, and then the micro-
computer 101 was started up by the action of soak timer
105. If it is determined at step S17 that the microcomputer
101 has been started up in a state where the supply of
electric power has been maintained, that is, if it is deter-
mined that the main relay 202 is already in a state where
it cannot be controlled to the off state, the control process
is ended without performing the fault diagnosis process
on the evapo-purge system. Incidentally, the diagnosis
that there is fault in the main relay 202 has been already
made by the above explained main relay cut-off process-
ing. On the other hand, if it is determined at step S17 that
the microcomputer 101 has been started up in a state
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where the supply of electric power has not been main-
tained, the fault diagnosis processing on the evapo-purge
system is performed at step S18. If any fault is detected
at step S18, the result of this diagnosis is stored in the
nonvolatile memory 102, and electric loads such as a
throttle valve are returned to their starting states.
[0049] After that, it is checked at step S19 whether or
not the fault diagnosis processing on the evapo-purge
system has been completed. If it is determined that the
fault diagnosis processing on the evapo-purge system
has been completed, a base load fault judging process-
ing, which is the same as the base load fault judging
processing at step S15, is performed at step S20 to com-
plete the control process. Subsequently, a main relay
cut-off processing, which is the same as the main relay
cut-off processing at step S16, is performed at step S21
to complete the control process. As explained above,
since the main relay cut-off processing is performed even
after the fault diagnosis on the evapo-purge system is
completed, the fault diagnosis on the main relay 202 can
be performed after the microcomputer 101 is started up
by the action of the soak timer 105.
[0050] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 5 for a case where there is no breakage in the
power supply path, and there is no fault in the main relay
202 or in its control system, and the main relay 202 is in
the state where it can be controlled to the off state.
[0051] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 5, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the off position to the
on position at timing t1, the microcomputer 101 performs
the above described post-processing including transmis-
sion of the cut-off request signal SD to the soak timer
105 (see (h) in Fig. 5). When the post-processing is com-
pleted at timing t2, the output of the drive command SK
is stopped in response to the transmission of the cut-off
request signal SD, as a result of which the main relay
202 is changed to the off state (see (b), (c) in Fig. 5).
Also, at this timing t2, the timer counter 105a is cleared
in accordance with the timer counter clear signal sent
from the microcomputer 101, and the soak timer 105
starts clocking (see (d) in Fig. 5). Incidentally, the output
of the drive command to the electric load drive circuit
302, and the storing of the voltage picked up at the ex-
ternal load terminal TM into the CPU monitor RAM 101b
are not performed (see (e), (f) in Fig. 5), because the
microcomputer 101 enters the stopped state with the
change of the main relay 202 into the off state. Accord-
ingly, a diagnosis that the main relay 202 is in the state
where it can be normally controlled to the off state is
made (see (g) in Fig. 5).
[0052] When the count value of the timer counter 105a
exceeds the start-up set time TH at timing t3 (see (d) in
Fig. 5), the main relay 202 is controlled to the on state
by the action of the soak timer 105, as a result of which
the microcomputer 101 is applied with the operation volt-

age Vm. After the microcomputer 101 is started up in this
way, the fault diagnosis processing on the evapo-purge
system is performed (see (h) in Fig. 5). When this fault
diagnosis processing is completed at timing t4, the above
described post-processing including communication with
the soak timer 105 is performed at timing t4. As a result,
the main relay 202 is changed to the off state in response
to stop of output of the drive command SK to the main
relay drive circuit 103 (see (b), (c) in Fig. 5), and the
microcomputer 101 enters the stopped state again. Ac-
cordingly, also in this case, it is diagnosed that the main
relay 202 is normally controlled to the off state (see (g)
in Fig. 5). It should be noted that when the ignition switch
201 is switched to the on state at timing t6, the micro-
computer 101 starts performing a normal engine control
after performing a specific initialization process (not
shown).
[0053] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 6 for a case where there is no breakage in the
power supply path, but there is a fault in the main relay
202 or in its control system when the ignition switch 201
is switched to the off position.
[0054] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 6, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the on position to the
off position at timing t11, the microcomputer 101 per-
forms the above described post-processing including
transmission of the cut-off request signal SD to the soak
timer 105 (see (h) in Fig. 6). When the post-processing
is completed at timing t12, the output of the drive com-
mand SK is stopped in response to the transmission of
the cut-off request signal SD (see (b) in Fig. 5). Also, at
this timing t12, the timer counter 105a is cleared in ac-
cordance with the timer counter clear signal sent from
the microcomputer 101, and the soak timer 105 starts
clocking (see (d) in Fig. 5). However, if there is a fault in
the main relay 202 at this moment, an attempt to drive
the electric load 301 by outputting the drive command to
the electric load 302 circuit 302 is made (see (e) in Fig.
6), because the main relay 202 is kept at the on state
irrespective of the stop of output of the drive command
SK by the action of the soak timer 105 (see (c) in Fig. 5).
And the voltage picked up at the external load terminal
TM is stored in the CPU monitor RAM 101b (see (f) in
Fig. 6). The voltage picked up at the external load terminal
TM follows the drive command as long as there exists
no breakage fault in the power supply path of the electric
load 301. Accordingly, it is diagnosed that the main relay
202 is in the state where it cannot be controlled to the off
state, although there exists no breakage fault in the power
supply path at timing t13 (see (g) in Fig. 6). The result of
this diagnosis is written into the nonvolatile memory 102,
and is notified to the vehicle passengers through illumi-
nation of the indicating lamp 108 (see (h) in Fig. 6). Al-
though not shown in Fig. 6, the result of this diagnosis is
also transmitted as a fail-safe command to other elec-
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tronic control units connected to the in-vehicle network.
It should be noted that when the ignition switch 201 is
switched to the on position at timing t16, the microcom-
puter 101 starts performing the normal engine control
after performing a specific initialization process (not
shown) if the vehicle battery is in a condition to supply
electric power.
[0055] Incidentally, it is preferable to transmit the cut-
off request signal SD and to make again an attempt to
drive the electric load 301 utilizing a time period after
transmission of this cut-off request signal SD, when the
electric load 301 is normally driven by making the attempt
to drive the electric load 301 in view of improving reliability
of the fault diagnosis on the main relay 202. That is be-
cause, it is known empirically that the main relay 202 is
often recovered by retransmitting the cut-off request sig-
nal SD when the main relay 202 cannot be controlled to
the off state only temporarily by contact sticking, for ex-
ample. Accordingly, if the electric load 301 is normally
driven by the retransmission (retry) of the cut-off request
signal SD from the microcomputer 101, it means that
there is high possibility that there occurs an unrecover-
able fault in the main relay 202 or in its control line.
[0056] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when such a retry (re-
transmission) of the cut-off request signal SD is per-
formed with reference to the timechart shown in Fig. 7.
[0057] Also in this case, if there is a fault in the main
relay 202 or in its control line, the voltage picked up at
the external load terminal TM follows the drive command
for a time period between timing t12 and timing t13 (see
(e), (f) in Fig. 7). However, the diagnosis that there is a
fault in the main relay 202 is not made promptly, but is
put on hold (see (g) in Fig. 7), because the cut-off request
signal SD is retransmitted and the attempt to drive the
electric load 301 by outputting the drive command to the
electric load drive circuit 302 is made again during a time
period between timing t13 and timing t14. If the main
relay 202 is changed to the off state by this retransmission
of the cut-off request signal SD, the supply of electric
power to the microcomputer 101 is interrupted, and ac-
cordingly the diagnosis that there is a fault in the main
relay 202 is not made.
[0058] On the other hand, if the main relay 202 is not
changed to the off state by this retransmission of the cut-
off request signal SD, the attempt to drive the electric
load 301 is made again. If it is determined at timing t15
that the voltage picked up at the external load terminal
TM follows the drive command, it is diagnosed that the
main relay is in the state where it cannot be controlled to
the off state. By retransmitting the cut-off request signal
SD, the reliability of the fault diagnosis on the main relay
202 can be enhanced. Although the number of times of
transmission of the cut-off request signal SD followed by
the attempt to drive the electric load 301 is set at two in
this embodiment, it may be set at different number.
[0059] Next, explanation is made on the temporal

changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 8 for a case where there is a breakage in the power
supply path, and there occurs a fault in the main relay
202 or in its control system after the ignition switch is
switched to the off position.
[0060] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 8, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the on position to the
off position at timing t21, the microcomputer 101 per-
forms the above described post-processing including
transmission of the cut-off request signal SD to the soak
timer 105 (see (h) in Fig. 8). When the post-processing
is completed at timing t22, the output of the drive com-
mand SK is stopped in response to the transmission of
the cut-off request signal SD (see (b) in Fig. 8). Also, at
this timing t22, the timer counter 105a is cleared in ac-
cordance with the timer counter clear signal sent from
the microcomputer 101, and the soak timer 105 starts
clocking (se (d) in Fig. 8). However, if there is a fault in
the main relay 202 at this moment, the attempt to drive
the electric load 301 by outputting the drive command to
the electric load drive circuit 302 is made (see (e) in Fig.
8), because the main relay 202 is kept at the on state
irrespective of the stop of output of the drive command
SK by the action of the soak timer 105 (see (c) in Fig. 8).
At this time, the value of the voltage picked up at the
external load terminal TM is stored in the CPU monitor
RAM101b. When there is a fault in the power supply path
of the electric load 301, the picked up voltage stored in
the CPU monitor RAM 101b is kept unchanged (see (f)
in Fig. 8). That is, when there is a fault in the power supply
path of the electric load 301, the picked up voltage does
not follow the drive command. Accordingly, it is diag-
nosed that the main relay 202 is in the state where it
cannot be controlled to the off state, and there is also a
breakage fault in the power supply path at timing t23 (see
(g) in Fig. 8). The result of this diagnosis is written into
the nonvolatile memory 102, and is notified to the vehicle
passengers through illumination of the indicating lamp
108 (see (h) in Fig. 8). Although not shown in Fig. 8, the
result of this diagnosis is also transmitted as a fail-safe
command to other electronic control units connected to
the in-vehicle network. It should be noted that when the
ignition switch 201 is switched to the on position at timing
t24, the microcomputer 101 starts performing the normal
engine control after performing a specific initialization
process (not shown) if the vehicle battery is in a condition
to supply electric power. Although not shown in Fig. 8, a
retry processing such as shown in Fig. 7 may be per-
formed.
[0061] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 9 for a case where there is not breakage fault on
the power supply path of the electric load 301 but there
occurs a fault in the main relay 202 or in its control line
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after the microcomputer 101 is started up by the action
of the soak timer 105.
[0062] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 9, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the on position to the
off position at timing t31, the microcomputer 101 per-
forms the above described post-processing (see (h) in
Fig. 9). When the post-processing is completed at timing
t32, the output of the drive command SK is stopped in
response to the transmission of the cut-off request signal
SD (see (b) in Fig. 9). Also, at this timing t32, the timer
counter 105a is cleared in accordance with the timer
counter clear signal sent from the microcomputer 101,
and the soak timer 105 starts clocking (see (d) in Fig. 9).
[0063] After that, when the count value of the timer
counter 105a exceeds the start-up set time TH at timing
t33 (see (d) in Fig. 9), the main relay 202 is controlled to
the on state by the action of the soak timer 105, as a
result of which the microcomputer 101 is applied with the
operation voltage Vm (see (c) in Fig. 9). After the micro-
computer 101 is started up, the fault diagnosis process-
ing on the evapo-purge system is performed (see (h) in
Fig. 9). When the fault diagnosis processing on the
evapo-purge system is completed at timing t34, the
above described post-processing is performed. As a re-
sult, the output of the drive command SK is stopped at
timing t35 (see (b) in Fig. 9). However, if there is a fault
in the main relay 202 at this moment, an attempt to drive
the electric load 301 by outputting the drive command to
the electric load circuit 302 is made (see (c) in Fig. 9),
because the main relay 202 is kept at the on state irre-
spective of the stop of output of the drive command SK
by the action of the soak timer 105 (see (e) in Fig. 9).
And the voltage picked up at the external load terminal
TM is stored in the CPU monitor RAM 101b (see (f) in
Fig. 9). The picked up voltage follows the drive command
as long as there exists no breakage fault in the power
supply path of the electric load 301. Accordingly, it is
diagnosed that the main relay 202 is in the state where
it cannot be controlled to the off state, although there
exists no breakage fault in the power supply path at timing
t36 (see (g) in Fig. 9). The result of this diagnosis is written
into the nonvolatile memory 102, and is notified to the
vehicle passengers through illumination of the indicating
lamp 108 (see (h) in Fig. 9). Although not shown in Fig.
9, the result of this diagnosis is also transmitted as a fail-
safe command to other electronic control units connected
to the in-vehicle network. It should be noted that when
the ignition switch 201 is switched to the on position at
timing t37, the microcomputer 101 starts performing the
normal engine control after performing a specific initiali-
zation process (not shown) if the vehicle battery is in a
condition to supply electric power. Although not shown
in Fig. 9, a retry processing such as shown in Fig. 7 may
be performed.
[0064] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown

in Fig. 10 for a case where there is a breakage in the
power supply path, and there occurs a fault in the main
relay 202 or in its control system after the microcomputer
i101 is started up by the action of the soak timer 105.
[0065] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 10, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the on position to the
off position at timing t41, the microcomputer 101 per-
forms the above described post-processing (see (h) in
Fig. 10). When the post-processing is completed at timing
t42, the output of the drive command SK is stopped in
response to the transmission of the cut-off request signal
SD (see (b) in Fig. 10). Also, at this timing t42, the timer
counter 105a is cleared in accordance with the timer
counter clear signal sent from the microcomputer 101,
and the soak timer 105 starts clocking (see (d) in Fig. 10).
[0066] After that, when the count value of the timer
counter 105a exceeds the start-up set time TH at timing
t43 (see (d) in Fig. 10), the main relay 202 is controlled
to the on state by the action of the soak timer 105, as a
result of which the microcomputer 101 is applied with the
operation voltage Vm (see (c) in Fig. 10). After the mi-
crocomputer 101 is started up in this way, the fault diag-
nosis processing on the evapo-purge system is per-
formed (see (h) in Fig. 10). When this fault diagnosis
processing is completed, the above described post-
processing including communication with the soak timer
105 is performed at timing t44. As a result, the output of
the drive command SK is stopped at timing t45 (see (b)
in Fig. 10). However, if there is a fault in the main relay
202 at this moment, the attempt to drive the electric load
301 by outputting the drive command to the electric load
drive circuit 302 is made (see (c) in Fig. 10), because the
main relay 202 is kept at the on state irrespective of the
stop of output of the drive command SK by the action of
the soak timer 105 (see (e) in Fig. 10). At this time, the
value of the voltage picked up at the external load termi-
nal TM is stored in the CPU monitor FAM101b. The
picked up voltage does not follow the drive command if
there exists a breakage fault in the power supply path of
the electric load 301 (see (f) in Fig. 10). Accordingly, it is
diagnosed that the main relay 202 is in the state where
it cannot be controlled to the off state, and there is also
a breakage fault in the power supply path at timing t46
(see (g) in Fig. 10). The result of this diagnosis is written
into the nonvolatile memory 102, and is notified to the
vehicle passengers through illumination of the indicating
lamp 108 (see (h) in Fig. 10). Although not shown in Fig.
10, the result of this diagnosis is also transmitted as a
fail-safe command to other electronic control units con-
nected to the in-vehicle network. It should be noted that
when the ignition switch 201 is switched to the on position
at timing t47, the microcomputer 101 starts performing
the normal engine control after performing a specific in-
itialization process (not shown) if the vehicle battery is in
a condition to supply electric power. Although not shown
in Fig. 10, a retry processing such as shown in Fig. 7 may
be performed.
[0067] The above described electronic control unit ac-
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cording to the first embodiment of the invention provides
advantages set forth below.

(1) The microcomputer 101 is configured to make an
attempt to drive the electric load 301 utilizing the time
period after transmission of the cut-off request signal
commanding the main relay 202 to be turned off. If
the electric load 301 is normally driven at this time,
a diagnosis on the power supply path of the electric
load 301 is made on the basis of the followability of
the electric load 301 to the drive command. This en-
ables a reliable fault diagnosis on the main relay 202
and its control line. This also makes it possible to
diagnose the presence of a breakage fault in the
power supply path concurrently with the presence of
a fault in the main relay 202 or its control line, to
thereby enhance the maintainability of the electronic
control unit.
(2) The cut-off request signal SD produced by the
microcomputer 101 is inputted to the main relay drive
circuit 103 by way of the soak timer 105. Since the
attempt to drive the electric load 301 is made when
the cut-off request signal SD is not received by the
main relay drive circuit 103 due to fault in the soak
timer 105, it is possible to perform the fault diagnosis
on the main relay 202 taking account of possibility
of a fault existing in the soak timer 105.
(3) The microcomputer 101 is configured to make an
attempt again (retry) to drive the electric load 301
utilizing the time period after transmission of the cut-
off request signal SD followed by the attempt to drive
the electric load 301. This further improves the reli-
ability of the fault diagnosis.
(4)When it is diagnosed that there is a fault in the
main relay 202, the result of this diagnosis is written
into the nonvolatile memory 102, and is also notified
to the vehicle passengers through illumination of the
indicating lamp 108. This makes it possible for the
vehicle driver to evacuate the vehicle to a nearby
dealer shop or the like to avoid problems such as
overdischarge of the vehicle battery. Furthermore,
by refereeing to the contents of the nonvolatile mem-
ory 102, it is possible to early analyze the cause of
the fault.
(5) Also, when it is diagnosed that there is a fault in
the main relay 202, the result of this diagnosis is
transmitted as a fail-safe command to other electron-
ic control units connected in the in-vehicle network.
This makes it possible for other electronic control
units to perform appropriate fail-safe processings,
for example, to prohibit performing some normal
processings and performing specific processings on
a preferential basis in order to ensure a high fail-safe
ability of the entire vehicle.
(6) The microcomputer 101 itself monitors the
elapsed time after it transmits the cut-off request sig-
nal SD. Accordingly, it is not necessary to provide a
specific circuit for monitoring the elapsed time for

performing the fault diagnosis on the main relay 202.

Second Embodiment

[0068] Next, an electronic control unit according to a
second embodiment of the invention is described with
reference to Fig. 11 to Fig. 15. The structure of the second
embodiment is basically the same as that of the first em-
bodiment. However, the second embodiment is config-
ured to monitor the time elapsed since the microcomputer
transmits the cut-off request signal, and to make an at-
tempt to drive the electric load when the elapsed time
exceeds a predetermined time.
[0069] The microcomputer 101 of the electronic control
unit 100 of the second embodiment is added by a delay
counter 101d shown by a dotted box (see Fig. 1). The
microcomputer 101 is configured to monitor the elapsed
time after transmission of the cut-off request signal SD
through count up (increment) of the delay counter 101d,
and to make an attempt to drive the electric load 301
when the count value of the delay counter 101d exceeds
a set delay time (threshold time) DT to be explained later.
The set delay time DT, which is prestored in the fault
diagnosis section 101a, is set at a value corresponding
to a sum of a response time needed for the main relay
202 to change to the off state in response to the cut-off
request signal SD and a predetermined margin time.
[0070] Next, the control process performed by the mi-
crocomputer 101 is explained with reference to the flow-
chart shown in Fig. 11. The microcomputer 101 in this
embodiment operates basically in the same way with the
microcomputer 101 in the first embodiment. However,
the microcomputer 101 in this embodiment is configured
to increment and monitor the count value of the delay
counter 101d, and to clear the delay counter 101d as
necessary.
[0071] The control process begins by checking at step
S30 whether or not the start up of the microcomputer 101
has been caused by the action of the soak timer 105. If
it is determined at step S30 that the start up of the mi-
crocomputer 101 has not bee caused by the action of the
soak timer 105, and it is determined at step S31 that the
ignition switch 201 is maintained at the on state, the nor-
mal engine control is performed. In this embodiment, the
delay counter 101d is cleared when the normal engine
control is started (step S33). When the ignition switch
201 is switched to the off position (YES in step S31), the
post-processing is performed at step S34, and then it is
checked at step S35 whether or not main relay cut-off
condition is satisfied. The delay counter 101d is cleared
also in a case where it is determined at step S35 that the
main relay cut-off condition is not satisfied. In this way,
the count value of the delay counter 101b is cleared pe-
riodically during a period after the microcomputer 101 is
started up by turning on the ignition switch 201 and before
the main relay cut-off condition is satisfied. On the other
hand, if is determined at step S35 that the main relay cut-
off condition is satisfied, the base load fault judging
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processing is performed at step S36, and then a main
relay cut-off processing (to be explained later) is per-
formed at step S37 to complete the control process.
[0072] On the other hand, if it is determined at step
S30 that the start-up of the microcomputer 101 has been
caused by the action of the soak timer 105, it is checked
at step S38 whether the microcomputer 101 has been
started up in a state where the supply of electric power
to the microcomputer 101 has been maintained. If it is
determined at step S38 that the microcomputer 101 has
been started up in a state where the supply of electric
power has been maintained, the control process is end-
ed. Otherwise, the fault diagnosis processing on the
evapo-purge system is performed at step S39. After that,
it is checked at step S40 whether or not the fault diagnosis
processing on the evapo-purge system has been com-
pleted. If it is determined that the fault diagnosis process-
ing on the evapo-purge system has been completed, the
base load fault judging process is performed at step S41,
and then the main relay cut-off processing is performed
at step S42 to complete the control process.
[0073] Here, explanation is made to the main relay cut-
off processing performed at step S37 and at step S42.
As shown in Fig. 12, the main relay cut-off processing in
this embodiment begins by checking at step S371 wheth-
er or not the cut-off request signal SD has been trans-
mitted to the soak timer 105. If it is determined at step
S371 that the cut-off request signal SD has not been
transmitted to the soak timer 105, the count value of the
delay counter101d is cleared at step S372, and the cut-
off request signal SD is transmitted from the communi-
cation section 101c at step S373. At this time, the timer
counter clear signal is also transmitted.
[0074] After that, steps S374 to S376 equivalent to
steps S163 to S165 shown in Fig. 4 are performed.
More specifically, it is checked whether or not there is
abnormality in the soak timer 105 on the basis of the
presence or absence of the reception acknowledge SR
to be returned in response to the cut-off request signal
SD. If it is determined that there is abnormality in the soak
timer 105, the result of this check is written into the non-
volatile memory 102. After that, the result of this check
is notified to the vehicle passengers through illumination
of the indicating lamp 108, and is also transmitted as a
fail-safe command.
[0075] In the case where the main relay 202 cannot be
controlled to the off state even when the cut-off request
signal SD is transmitted to the soak timer 105 due to
abnormality in the main relay 202 or in its control line,
the main relay cut-off processing continues even after
transmission of the cut-off request signal SD, because
the supply of electric power to the microcomputer 101
continues. In this case, since the transmission of the cut-
off request signal SD has been already done, and ac-
cordingly the check result at step S371 becomes affirm-
ative (YES), it is checked at step S377 whether or not
the nonvolatile memory 102 stores a fault record (abnor-
mality record). If it is determined that at step S377 that

the nonvolatile memory 102 stores a fault record (abnor-
mality record), the processing is ended for a time.
[0076] If it is determined that at step S377 that the non-
volatile memory 102 does not store a fault record (ab-
normality record), the delay counter 101d is incremented
by one at step S378. Accordingly, also in this embodi-
ment, the time elapsed since the microcomputer 101
transmitted the cut-off request signal SD is monitored on
the basis of the count value of the delay counter 101d
which is continuingly incremented.
[0077] After that, it is checked at step S379 whether
or not the count value of the delay counter 101d exceeds
the set delay time DT at step S379. It should be noted
that, during a period in which the count value of the delay
counter 101d is determined not to exceed the set delay
time DT, the main relay cut-off processing is performed
repeatedly as long as the supply of electric power to the
microcomputer 101 is not interrupted. If it is determined
at step S379 that the count value of the delay counter
101d exceeds the set delay time DT, that is, if it is deter-
mined that the supply of electric power to the microcom-
puter 101 is continuing, it is tried to drive the electric load
301 by outputting the drive command to the electric load
drive circuit 302 at step S380. At this time, the value of
a voltage picked up at the external load terminal TM is
stored in the CPU monitor RAM101b at step S381.
[0078] After the pick-up of the voltage at the external
load terminal TM is performed for a predetermined time,
it is checked at step S382 whether or not the voltage
picked up is following the drive command by comparing
the phase of the voltage picked up with the phase of the
drive command. If it is determined at step S382 that the
voltage picked up is following the drive command, it is
judged that there is not a break in the power supply path
leading from the node (pick up point) between the electric
load 301 and the electric load drive circuit 302 to the
ground, or a fault in the power transistor of the electric
load drive circuit 302. The result of this judgment is stored
in the nonvolatile memory 102 at step S383. The result
of this judgment is notified to the vehicle passengers
through illumination of the indicating lamp 108, and is
transmitted as a fail-safe command to other electronic
units at step S384 to complete the main relay cut-off
processing. On the other hand, if it is determined at step
S382 that the voltage picked up is not following the drive
command, it is judged at step S385 that there is a break
in the electrical path, or a fault in the power transistor of
the electric load drive circuit 302. The result of this judg-
ment is notified to the vehicle passengers through illumi-
nation of the indicating lamp 108, and is transmitted as
a fail-safe command to other electronic units at step S384
to complete the main relay cut-off processing.
[0079] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 13 for a case where there is no breakage in the
power supply path, and there is no fault in the main relay
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202 or in its control system, and the main relay 202 is in
the state where it can be controlled to the off state.
[0080] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 13, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the off position to the
on position at timing t1, the microcomputer 101 performs
the above described post-processing, base load fault
judging processing, and communication with the soak
timer 105 including transmission of the cut-off request
signal SD (see (i) in Fig. 13). When the post-processing
is completed at timing t2, the output of the drive command
SK is stopped in response to the transmission of the cut-
off request signal SD, as a result of which the main relay
202 is changed to the off state (see (b), (c) in Fig. 13).
Also, at this timing t2, the timer counter 105a is cleared
in accordance with the timer counter clear signal sent
from the microcomputer 101, and the soak timer 105
starts clocking (see (d) in Fig. 13). It should be noted that
the count value of the delay counter 101d is incremented
very little, and therefore kept almost unchanged (see (e)
in Fig. 13), because the microcomputer 101 enters the
stopped state with the change of the main relay 202 to
the off state. At this time, the electric load 301 is not driven
(see (f) in Fig. 13), and a diagnosis that the main relay
202 is in the state where it can be normally controlled to
the off state is made (see (h) in Fig. 13).
[0081] When the count value of the timer counter 105a
exceeds the start-up set time TH at timing t3 (see (d) in
Fig. 13), the main relay 202 is controlled to the on state
by the action of the soak timer 105, as a result of which
the microcomputer 101 is applied with the operation volt-
age Vm. After the microcomputer 101 is started up in this
way, the fault diagnosis processing on the evapo-purge
system is performed (see (i) in Fig. 13). When this fault
diagnosis processing is completed at timing t4, the above
described post-processing is performed at timing t5. As
a result, the main relay 202 is changed to the off state in
response to stop of output of the drive command SK to
the main relay drive circuit 103 (see (b), (c) in Fig. 13),
and the microcomputer 101 enters the stopped state
again. Accordingly, also in this case, it is diagnosed that
the main relay 202 is in the state that it can be normally
controlled to the off state (see (h) in Fug. 13). It should
be noted that when the ignition switch 201 is switched to
the on state at timing t6, the microcomputer 101 starts
performing a normal engine control after performing a
specific initialization process (not shown).
[0082] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 14 for a case where there is no breakage in the
power supply path, but there is a fault in the main relay
202 or in its control system when the ignition switch 201
is switched to the off position.
[0083] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 14, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the on position to the
off position at timing t11, the microcomputer 101 per-
forms the above described post-processing (see (i) in

Fig. 14). When the post-processing is completed at timing
t12, the output of the drive command SK is stopped in
response to the transmission of the cut-off request signal
SD (see (b) in Fig. 14). Also, at this timing t12, the timer
counter 105a is cleared in accordance with the timer
counter clear signal sent from the microcomputer 101,
and the soak timer 105 starts clocking (see (d) in Fig.
14). However, if there is a fault in the main relay 202 at
this moment, the delay counter 101d is incremented (see
(e) in Fig. 14), because the main relay 202 is kept at the
on state irrespective of the stop of output of the drive
command SK by the action of the soak timer 105 (see
(c) in Fig. 14).
[0084] After that, when the count value of the delay
counter 101d exceeds the set delay time DT at timing
t13, the drive command is outputted to the electric load
301, and the voltage picked up at the external load ter-
minal TM is stored in the CPU monitor RAM 101b (see
(f) in Fig. 14). The picked up voltage follows the drive
command as long as there exists no breakage fault in
the power supply path of the electric load 301 (see (g) in
Fig. 14). Accordingly, it is diagnosed that the main relay
202 is in the state where it cannot be controlled to the off
state, although there exists no breakage fault in the power
supply path at timing t14 (see (i) in Fig. 14). The result
of this diagnosis is written into the nonvolatile memory
102, and is notified to the vehicle passengers through
illumination of the indicating lamp 108 (see (i) in Fig. 14).
Although not shown in Fig. 14, the result of this diagnosis
is also transmitted as a fail-safe command to other elec-
tronic control units connected to the in-vehicle network.
It should be noted that when the ignition switch 201 is
switched to the on position at timing t15, the microcom-
puter 101 starts performing the normal engine control
after performing a specific initialization process (not
shown) if the vehicle battery is in a condition to supply
electric power.
[0085] Next, explanation is made on the temporal
changes of each signal and each part of the electronic
control unit of this embodiment when the ignition switch
201 is turned on with reference to the timechart shown
in Fig. 15 for a case where there is a breakage in the
power supply path, and there occurs a fault in the main
relay 202 or in its control system when the ignition switch
is switched to the off position.
[0086] As shown in the timechart of Fig. 15, when the
ignition switch 201 is switched from the on position to the
off position at timing t21, the microcomputer 101 per-
forms the above described post-processing (see (i) in
Fig. 15). When the post-processing is completed at timing
t22, the output of the drive command SK is stopped in
response to the transmission of the cut-off request signal
SD (see (b) in Fig. 15). Also, at this timing t22, the timer
counter 105a is cleared in accordance with the timer
counter clear signal sent from the microcomputer 101,
and the soak timer 105 starts clocking (see (d) in Fig.
15). However, if there is a fault in the main relay 202 at
this moment, the delay counter 101d is incremented (see
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(e) in Fig. 15).
[0087] After that, when the count value of the delay
counter 101d exceeds the set delay time DT, the drive
command is outputted to the electric load 301, and the
voltage picked up at the external load terminal TM is
stored in the CPU monitor RAM 101b (see (f) in Fig. 15).
When there is a fault in the power supply path of the
electric load 301, the picked up voltage stored in the CPU
monitor RAM 101b does not have an expected normal
value. That is, when there is a fault in the power supply
path of the electric load 301, the picked up voltage does
not follow the drive command. Accordingly, it is diag-
nosed that the main relay 202 is in the state where it
cannot be controlled to the off state, and there is also a
breakage fault in the power supply path at timing t24 (see
(h) in Fig. 15). The result of this diagnosis is written into
the nonvolatile memory 102, and is notified to the vehicle
passengers through illumination of the indicating lamp
108 (see (i) in Fig. 15). Although not shown in Fig. 15,
the result of this diagnosis is also transmitted as a fail-
safe command to other electronic control units connected
to the in-vehicle network. It should be noted that when
the ignition switch 201 is switched to the on position at
timing t25, the microcomputer 101 starts performing the
normal engine control after performing a specific initiali-
zation process (not shown) if the vehicle battery is in a
condition to supply electric power.
[0088] The temporal changes of each signal and each
part of the electronic control unit of this embodiment in a
case where there occurs a fault in the main relay 202
after the microcomputer 101 is started up by the action
of the soak timer 105 are similar to those in the above
described cases explained with reference to the time-
charts shown in Fig. 14 and Fig. 15. Also in this case,
the delay counter 101d is incremented after the micro-
computer 101 outputs the cut-off request signal SD dur-
ing performing the post-processing. Thereafter, when the
count value of the delay counter 101d exceeds the set
delay time DT, an attempt to drive the electric load 301
is made, and the voltage picked up at the external load
terminal TM is stored in the CPU monitor RAM. Subse-
quently, the fault diagnosis on the main relay 202 and
the diagnosis of presence of a breakage fault on the pow-
er supply path of the electric load 301 are performed con-
currently. If it is diagnosed that the main relay is in the
state where it cannot be controlled to the off state, the
result of this diagnosis is written into the nonvolatile mem-
ory 102, notified to the vehicle passengers through illu-
mination of the indicating lamp 108, and transmitted as
a fail-safe command to other electronic control units con-
nected to the in-vehicle network.
[0089] As explained above, the electronic control unit
of the second embodiment provides the following advan-
tages in addition the advantages (1) to (6) provided by
the electronic control unit of the first embodiment.

(7)The time elapsed since the microcomputer 101
transmits the cut-off signal SD is monitored through

the increment of the delay counter 101d, and an at-
tempt to drive the electric load 301 is made when
the monitored elapsed time exceeds the set delay
time DT. This makes it possible to allow for the main
relay 202 to be in a temporal fault state due to contact
sticking thereof, to further improve the reliability of
the fault diagnosis on the main relay 202.
(8) The set delay time DT is set at a value corre-
sponding to a sum of a response time needed for
the main relay 202 to change to the off state in re-
sponse to the cut-off request signal SD and a pre-
determined margin time. This makes it possible to
absorb the variation of the response time, to thereby
still further improve the reliability of the fault diagno-
sis on the main relay 202.

[0090] It is a matter of course that various modifications
can be made to the above described embodiments as
described below.
[0091] Although the elapsed time after transmission of
the cut-off request signal SD from the microcomputer 101
is monitored through increment of the delay counter 101d
in the second embodiment, the elapsed time may be
monitored by a separately provided timer IC.
[0092] In the above described embodiments, the diag-
nosis on the presence of a breakage fault in the power
supply path is performed on the basis of the followability
of the voltage at the ground terminal of the electric load
301. However, they may be so configured to measure a
current flowing through the electric load 301 by use of a
shunt resistor or the like, and to perform the diagnosis
on the presence of a breakage fault in the power supply
path on the basis of the measured current when the elec-
tric load 301 is normally driven by the attempt to drive
the electric load 301 is made.
[0093] The stop command SH may be directly supplied
from the microcomputer 101 to the main relay drive circuit
103 as shown by the broken line in Fig. 1, instead of the
microcomputer 101 outputting the cut-off request signal
SD to the soak timer 105, and the soak timer 105 output-
ting the stop command SH to the main relay drive circuit
103.
[0094] The breakage fault diagnosis on the power sup-
ply path of the electric load 301 may be made on the
basis of the level of the voltage picked up at the external
load terminal TM when the electric load 301 is normally
driven by the attempt to drive the electric load 301 is
made. In this case, the base load fault judging processing
can be removed.
[0095] The fault diagnosis on the main relay 202 is
performed on the basis of whether the electric load 301
is normally driven when the attempt to drive the electric
load 301 is made after the microcomputer 101 transmits
the cut-off request signal in the above described embod-
iments. However, the electronic control unit 100 may be
so configured to monitor the voltage applied to the electric
load 301 after the microcomputer 101 transmits the cut-
off request signal SD, and to make the fault diagnosis on
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the main relay 202 on the basis of whether or not the
monitored voltage is equal to a voltage to be applied to
the electric load 301 when the main relay 202 is in the
on state. That is because, since the voltage applied to
the electric load 301 and the resistance value.thereof
change depending on whether the main relay 202 is in
the on state or the off state, it is possible to diagnose
whether or not the main relay 202 is in the fault state
where it cannot be controlled to the off state.
[0096] In the above described embodiments, the mi-
crocomputer and the soak timer are separately formed
in different IC chips, however they may be integrated in
the same IC chip (microcomputer chip) as a control sec-
tion and a timer section, respectively, as shown in Fig. 16.
[0097] The above explained preferred embodiments
are exemplary of the invention of the present application
which is described solely by the claims appended below.
It should be understood that modifications of the pre-
ferred embodiments may be made as would occur to one
of skill in the art.

Claims

1. A method of diagnosing presence of a fault in a main
relay (202) by use of an electronic control unit (100)
including a control section (101) monitoring a ma-
nipulation of an ignition switch (201) of a vehicle,
said electronic control unit (100) being configured to
control said main relay (202) to an on state for sup-
plying- said control section (101) with electric power
from a vehicle battery (203) and to control said main
relay (202) to an off state in accordance with a stop
command (SD) outputted from said control section
(101),
said electronic control unit (100) being supplied with
electric power from said vehicle battery (203), and
said electronic control unit (100) being configured to
monitor a state of an electric load (301) connected
to said electronic control unit;
said method comprising the steps of:

SD monitoring, after said control section (101)
outputs said stop command (SD), by use of said
control section (101), a state of the electric load
(301) : and
diagnosing whether or not said main relay (202)
is in a fault state where said main relay (202)
cannot be controlled from the on state to the off
state on the basis of monitored state of said elec-
tric load (301);
characterized by
said electronic unit (100) being configured to
drive the electric load (301) as an actuator, and
monitoring, after said control section (101) out-
puts said stop command (SD), by use of the con-
trol section (101), the state of said electric load
(301) during driving the electric load (301) by

said electronic unit (100).

2. The method according to claim 1. wherein said mon-
itoring step includes making an attempt to drive said
electric load (301) by use of said control section (101)
to monitor operation state of said electric load (301)
when said attempt is made.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein said stop
command (SD) outputted from said control section
(101) is inputted to a drive circuit (103) of said main
relay (202) by way of said timer section (105), and
said attempt is made utilizing a time period after
transmission of said stop command (SD) from said
control section (101) to said timer section (105).

4. The method according to claim 2, wherein said stop
command (SD) outputted from said control section
(101) is directly inputted to a drive circuit (103) of
said main relay (202), and said attempt is made uti-
lizing a time period after transmission of said stop
command (SD) from said control section (101) to a
drive circuit (103) of said main relay (202).

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein said mon-
itoring step further including, if said electric load
(301) is normally driven when said attempt is made,
making said attempt for the second time, and said
diagnosing step including determining that said main
relay (202) is in said fault state if said electric load
(301) is normally driven when said attempt is made
for the second time.

6. The method according to claim 2, further comprising
the step of making, if said electric load (301) is nor-
mally driven when said attempt is made, a diagnosis
of presence of a breakage fault in a power supply
path of said electric load (301) on the basis of fol-
lowability of said electric load (301) to said drive com-
mand (SK).

7. The method according to claim 2, further comprising
the step of making, if said electric load (301) is nor-
mally driven when said attempt is made, a diagnosis
of presence of a breakage fault in a power supply
path of said electric load (301) on the basis of a value
of a current flowing into said electric load (301)
through said power supply path.

8. The method according to claim 2, wherein said mon-
itoring step includes monitoring a time elapsed since
said control section (101) transmits said stop com-
mand (SD) by use of said control section (101), said
attempt being made when said monitored elapsed
time exceeds a threshold time set at a value deter-
mined depending on a response time needed for said
main relay (202) to change from the on state to the
off state in response to said stop command (SD).
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9. The method according to claim 8, wherein said
threshold time is equal to a sum of said response
time and a predetermined margin time.

10. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
the step of, when a diagnosis that said main relay
(202) is in said fault state, notifying a result of said
diagnosis, and storing said result of said diagnosis
in a nonvolatile memory (102) included in said elec-
tronic control unit (100).

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein said con-
trol section (101) and said timer section (105) are
separately formed in different IC chips.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein said con-
trol section (101) and said timer section (105) are
integrated in the same IC chip.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein said elec-
tric load (301) is supplied with electric power from
said vehicle battery (203) when said main relay (202)
is in the on state, and not supplied with electric power
from said vehicle battery (203) when said main relay
(202) is in the off state.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein the control
unit (100) includes a timer section (105) for automat-
ically starting up said control section (101) and is
configured to control said main relay (202) to an on
state for supplying said control section (101) with
electric power from the vehicle battery (203) when
said ignition switch (201) is turned on or when said
timer section (105) in which a predetermined start-
up set time is set is timed up.

15. An electronic control unit (100) comprising:

a control section (101) monitoring a manipula-
tion of an ignition switch (201) of a vehicle; and
being configured to control said main relay (202)
to an on state for supplying said control section
(101) with electric power from a vehicle battery
(203), and to control said main relay (202) to an
off state in accordance with a stop command
(SD) outputted from said control section (101),
being supplied with electric power from said ve-
hicle batttery (203),
being configured to monitor a state of an electric
load (301) connected to said electronic control
unit; and
being provided with a fault diagnosis function of
monitoring, by use of said control section (101),
a state of the electric load (301), and diagnosing
whether or not said main relay (202) is in a fault
state where said main relay (202) cannot be con-
trolled from the on state to the off state on the
basis of monitored state of said electric load

(301);
characterized by
being configured to drive the electric load (301)
as an actuator, and
being configured to monitor, after said control
section (101) outputs said stop command (SD),
by use of the control section (101), the state of
said electric load (301) during driving the electric
load (301).

16. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
15, wherein
said fault diagnosis function is configured to make
an attempt to drive said electric load (301) by use of
said control section (101) to monitor an operation
state of said electric load (301) when said attempt is
made.

17. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
15, wherein said stop command (SD) outputted from
said control section (101) is inputted to a drive circuit
(103) of said main relay (202) by way of said timer
section (105), and said fault diagnosis function is
configured to make said attempt utilizing a time pe-
riod after transmission of said stop command (SD)
from said control section (101) to said timer section
(105).

18. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
16, wherein said stop command (SD) outputted from
said control section (101) is directly inputted to a
drive circuit (103) of said main relay (202), and said
fault diagnosis function
is configured to make said attempt utilizing a time
period after transmission of said stop command (SD)
from said control section (101) to a drive circuit (103)
of said main relay (202).

19. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
18, wherein said fault diagnosis function is config-
ured to make, if said electric load (301) is normally
driven when said attempt is made, said attempt for
the second time, and to determine that said main
relay (202) is in said fault state if said electric load
(301) is normally driven when said attempt is made
for the second time.

20. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
16, wherein said fault diagnosis function is config-
ured to make, if said electric load (301) is normally
driven when said attempt is made, a diagnosis of
presence of a breakage fault in a power supply path
of said electric load (301) on the basis of followability
of said electric load (301) to said drive command
(SK).

21. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
16, wherein said fault diagnosis function is config-
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ured to make, if said electric load (301) is normally
driven when said attempt is made, a diagnosis of
presence of a breakage fault in a power supply path
of said electric load (301) on the basis of a value of
a current flowing into said electric load (301) through
said power supply path.

22. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
16, wherein said fault diagnosis function is config-
ured to monitor a time elapsed since said control
section (101) transmits said stop command (SD) by
use of said control section (101), said attempt being
made when said monitored elapsed time exceeds a
threshold time set at a value determined depending
on a response time needed for said main relay (202)
to change from the on state to the off state in re-
sponse to said stop command (SD).

23. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
22, wherein said threshold time is equal to a sum of
said response time and a predetermined margin
time.

24. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
15, wherein said fault diagnosis function is config-
ured to, when a diagnosis that said main relay (202)
is in said fault state is made, notify a result of said
diagnosis, and store said result of said diagnosis in
a nonvolatile memory (102) included in said elec-
tronic control unit (100).

25. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
15, wherein said fault diagnosis function is config-
ured to, when a diagnosis that said main relay (202)
is in said fault state is made, transmit a result of said
diagnosis as a fail-safe command to other electronic
control units (100) through an in-vehicle network.

26. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
15, wherein said control section (101) and said timer
section (105) are separately formed in different IC
chips.

27. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
15, wherein said control section (101) and said timer
section (105) are integrated in the same IC chip.

28. The electronic control unit (100) according to claim
1, further including a timer section (105) for automat-
ically starting up said control section (101) and being
configured to control said main relay (202) to an on
state for supplying said control section (101) with
electric power from the vehicle battery (203) when
said ignition switch (201) is turned on or when said
timer section (105) in which a predetermined start-
up set time is set is timed up.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Diagnostizieren eines Vorhanden-
seins eines Fehlers in einem Hauptrelais (202) unter
Verwendung einer elektronischen Steuereinheit
(100), die einen Steuerabschnitt (101), der eine Be-
tätigung eines Zündschalters (201) eines Fahrzeugs
überwacht, enthält, wobei die elektronische Steuer-
einheit (100) ausgelegt ist, das Hauptrelais (202) in
einen Ein-Zustand zum Zuführen von elektrischer
Energie von einer Fahrzeugbatterie (203) zu dem
Steuerabschnitt (101) zu steuern, und das Hauptre-
lais (202) in einen Aus-Zustand entsprechend einem
Stoppbefehl (SD), der von dem Steuerabschnitt
(101) ausgegeben wird, zu steuern,
wobei der elektronischen Steuereinheit (100) elek-
trische Energie von der Fahrzeugbatterie (203) zu-
geführt wird, und
wobei die elektronische Steuereinheit (100) ausge-
legt ist, einen Zustand einer elektrischen Last (301),
die mit der elektronischen Steuereinheit verbunden
ist, zu Überwachen;
wobei das Verfahren die folgenden Schritte aufweist:

nachdem der Steuerabschnitt (101) den Stopp-
befehl (SD) ausgegeben hat, Überwachen eines
Zustands der elektrischen Last (301) unter Ver-
wendung des Steuerabschnitts (101); und
Diagnostizieren, ob sich das Hauptrelais (202)
in einem Fehlerzustand befindet, in dem das
Hauptrelais (202) von dem Ein-Zustand nicht in
den Aus-Zustand gesteuert werden kann, auf
der Grundlage des überwachten Zustands der
elektrischen Last (301);
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die elektronische Steuereinheit (100) ausgelegt
ist, die elektrische Last (301) als einen Aktuator
anzusteuern; und
nachdem der Steuerabschnitt (101) den Stopp-
befehl (SD) ausgegeben hat, eine Überwa-
chung des Zustands der elektrischen Last (301)
unter Verwendung des Steuerabschnitts (101)
während des Ansteuerns der elektrischen Last
(301) durch die elektronische Einheit (100)
durchgeführt wird.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Schritt des
Überwachens enthält:

Versuchen, die elektrische Last (301) zum Über-
wachen eines Betriebszustands der elektri-
schen Last (301), wenn der Versuch durchge-
führt wird, unter Verwendung des Steuerab-
schnitts (101) anzusteuern.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Stoppbefehl
(SD), der von dem Steuerabschnitt (101) ausgege-
ben wird, in eine Ansteuerschaltung (103) des
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Hauptrelais (202) mittels des Zeitgeberabschnitts
(105) eingegeben wird und der Versuch unter Ver-
wendung einer Zeitdauer nach einer Übertragung
des Stoppbefehls (SD) von dem Steuerabschnitt
(101) zu dem Zeitgeberabschnitt (105) durchgeführt
wird.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Stoppbefehl
(SD), der von dem Steuerabschnitt (101) ausgege-
ben wird, direkt in eine Ansteuerschaltung (103) des
Hauptrelais (202) eingegeben wird, und wobei der
Versuch unter Verwendung einer Zeitdauer nach ei-
ner Übertragung des Stoppbefehls (SD) von dem
Steuerabschnitt (101) an eine Ansteuerschaltung
(103) des Hauptrelais (202) durchgeführt wird.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei der Schritt des
Überwachens außerdem enthält: wenn die elektri-
sche Last (301) normal angesteuert wird, wenn der
Versuch durchgeführt wird, Durchführen des Versu-
ches das zweite Mal, und wobei der Diagnoseschritt
enthält: Bestimmen, dass sich das Hauptrelais (202)
in dem Fehlerzustand befindet, wenn die elektrische
Last (301) normal angesteuert wird, wenn der Ver-
such das zweite Mal durchgeführt wird.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, das außerdem den fol-
genden Schritt aufweist:

wenn die elektrische Last (301) normal ange-
steuert wird, wenn der Versuch durchgeführt
wird, Diagnostizieren eines Vorhandenseins ei-
nes Durchbruchfehlers in einem Energieversor-
gungspfad der elektrischen Last (301) auf der
Grundlage des Folgevermögens der elektri-
schen Last (301) auf den Ansteuerbefehl (SK)
hin.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, das außerdem den fol-
genden Schritt aufweist:

wenn die elektrische Last (301) normal ange-
steuert wird, wenn der Versuch durchgeführt
wird, Diagnostizieren eines Vorhandenseins ei-
nes Durchbruchfehlers in einem Energieversor-
gungspfad der elektrischen Last (301) auf der
Grundlage eines
Wertes eines Stromes, der durch den Energie-
versorgungspfad in die elektrische Last (301)
fließt.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Schritt des
Überwachens enthält:

Überwachen einer Zeit, die verstrichen ist, seit-
dem der Steuerabschnitt (101) den Stoppbefehl
(SD) übertragen hat, unter Verwendung des
Steuerabschnitts (101), wobei der Versuch

durchgeführt wird, wenn die überwachte verstri-
chene Zeit eine Schwellenzeitdauer überschrei-
tet, die auf einen Wert eingestellt wird, der in
Abhängigkeit von einer Antwortzeit bestimmt
wird, die das Hauptrelais (202) benötigt,
um als Antwort auf den Stoppbefehl (SD) von
dem Ein-Zustand in den Aus-Zustand überzu-
gehen.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei die Schwellenzeit
gleich einer Summe aus der Antwortzeit und einer
vorbestimmten Toleranzzeit ist.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das außerdem den fol-
genden Schritt aufweist:

wenn diagnostiziert wird, dass sich das Haupt-
relais (202) in dem Fehlerzustand befindet, Mel-
den eines Ergebnisses der Diagnose und Spei-
chern des Ergebnisses der Diagnose in einem
nicht flüchtigen Speicher (102), der in der elek-
tronischen Steuereinheit (100) enthalten ist.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Steuerab-
schnitt (101) und der Zeitgeberabschnitt (105) ge-
trennt auf unterschiedlichen IC-Chips ausgebildet
sind.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Steuerab-
schnitt (101) und der Zeitgeberabschnitt (105) auf
demselben IC-Chip integriert sind.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der elektrischen
Last (301) elektrische Energie von der Fahrzeugbat-
terie (203) zugeführt wird, wenn sich das Hauptrelais
(202) in dem Ein-Zustand befindet, und der elektri-
schen Last (301) keine elektrische Energie von der
Fahrzeugbatterie (203) zugeführt wird, wenn sich
das Hauptrelais (202) in dem Aus-Zustand befindet.

14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Steuereinheit
(100) einen Zeitgeberabschnitt (105) zum automati-
schen Starten des Steuerabschnitts (101) enthält
und ausgelegt ist, das Hauptrelais (202) in einen Ein-
Zustand zum Zuführen von elektrischer Energie von
der Fahrzeugbatterie (203) zu dem Steuerabschnitt
(101), wenn der Zündschalter (201) eingeschaltet ist
oder wenn der Zeitgeberabschnitt (105), in dem eine
vorbestimmte Starteinstellzeit eingestellt ist, abge-
laufen ist, zu steuern.

15. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100), die aufweist:

einen Steuerabschnitt (101), der eine Betäti-
gung eines Zündschalters (201) eines Fahr-
zeugs überwacht; und
ausgelegt ist, das Hauptrelais (202) in einen Ein-
Zustand zum Zuführen elektrischer Energie von
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einer Fahrzeugbatterie (203) zu dem Steuerab-
schnitt (101) zu steuern, und das Hauptrelais
(202) in einen Aus-Zustand entsprechend ei-
nem Stoppbefehl (SD), der von dem Steuerab-
schnitt (101) ausgegeben wird, zu steuern,
der elektrische Energie von der Fahrzeugbatte-
rie (203) zugeführt wird,
die ausgelegt ist, einen Zustand einer elektri-
schen Last (301), die mit der elektronischen
Steuereinheit verbunden ist, zu Überwachen;
und ’
die mit einer Fehlerdiagnosefunktion zum Über-
wachen eines Zustands der elektrischen Last
(301) unter Verwendung des Steuerabschnitts
(101) versehen ist und auf der Grundlage des
überwachten Zustands der elektrischen Last
(301) diagnostiziert, ob sich das Hauptrelais
(202) in einem Fehlerzustand befindet, in dem
das Hauptrelais (202) nicht von dem Ein-Zu-
stand in den Aus-Zustand gesteuert werden
kann;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass sie
ausgelegt ist, die elektrische Last (301) als einen
Aktuator anzusteuern; und
ausgelegt ist, nachdem der Steuerabschnitt
(101) den Stoppbefehl (SD) ausgegeben hat,
unter Verwendung des Steuerabschnitts (101)
den Zustand der elektrischen Last (301) wäh-
rend des Ansteuerns der elektrischen Last (301)
zu überwachen.

16. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
15, wobei
die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist, zu versu-
chen, die elektrische Last (301) unter Verwendung
des Steuerabschnitts (101) anzusteuern, um einen
Betriebszustand der elektrischen Last (301) zu über-
wachen, wenn der Versuch durchgeführt wird.

17. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
15, wobei der Stoppbefehl (SD), der von dem Steu-
erabschnitt (101) ausgegeben wird, mittels des Zeit-
geberabschnitts (105) in eine Ansteuerschaltung
(103) des Hauptrelais (202) eingegeben wird, und
die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist, den Ver-
such unter Verwendung einer Zeitdauer nach der
Übertragung des Stoppbefehls (SD) von dem Steu-
erabschnitt (101) zu dem Zeitgeberabschnitt (105)
durchzuführen.

18. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
16, wobei der Stoppbefehl (SD), der von dem Steu-
erabschnitt (101) ausgegeben wird, direkt in eine An-
steuerschaltung (103) des Hauptrelais (202) einge-
geben wird, und die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausge-
legt ist, den Versuch unter Verwendung einer Zeit-
dauer nach der Übertragung des Stoppbefehls (SD)
von dem Steuerabschnitt (101) zu einer Ansteuer-

schaltung (103) des Hauptrelais (202) durchzufüh-
ren.

19. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
18, wobei die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist,
wenn die elektrische Last (301) normal angesteuert
wird, wenn der Versuch durchgeführt wird, den Ver-
such das zweite Mal durchzuführen, und zu bestim-
men, dass sich das Hauptrelais (202) in dem Feh-
lerzustand befindet, wenn die elektrische Last (301)
normal angesteuert wird, wenn der Versuch das
zweite Mal durchgeführt wird.

20. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
16, wobei die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist,
wenn die elektrische Last (301) normal angesteuert
wird, wenn der Versuch durchgeführt wird, ein Vor-
handensein eines Durchbruchfehlers in einem En-
ergieversorgungspfad der elektrischen Last (301)
auf der Grundlage des Folgevermögens der elektri-
schen Last (301) auf den Ansteuerbefehl (SK) hin
zu diagnostizieren.

21. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
16, wobei die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist,
wenn die elektrische Last (301) normal angesteuert
wird, wenn der Versuch durchgeführt wird, ein Vor-
handensein eines Durchbruchfehlers in einem En-
ergieversorgungspfad der elektrischen Last (301)
auf der
Grundlage eines Wertes eines Stromes, der durch
den Energieversorgungspfad in die elektrische Last
(301) fließt, zu diagnostizieren.

22. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
16, wobei die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist,
eine Zeit, die verstrichen ist, seitdem der Steuerab-
schnitt (101) den Stoppbefehl (SD) übertragen hat,
unter Verwendung des Steuerabschnitts (101) zu
überwachen, wobei der Versuch durchgeführt wird,
wenn die überwachte verstrichene Zeit eine Schwel-
lenzeit überschreitet, die auf einen Wert eingestellt
ist, der in Abhängigkeit von einer Antwortzeit be-
stimmt wird, die das Hauptrelais (202) benötigt, um
als Antwort auf den Stoppbefehl (SD) von dem Ein-
Zustand in den Aus-Zustand überzugehen.

23. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
22, wobei die Schwellenzeit gleich einer Summe aus
der Antwortzeit und einer vorbestimmten Toleranz-
zeit ist.

24. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
15, wobei die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist,
wenn diagnostiziert wird, dass sich das Hauptrelais
(202) in dem Fehlerzustand befindet, ein Ergebnis
der Diagnose zu melden und das Ergebnis der Dia-
gnose in einem nicht flüchtigen Speicher (102), der
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in der elektronischen Steuereinheit (100) enthalten
ist, zu speichern.

25. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
15, wobei die Fehlerdiagnosefunktion ausgelegt ist,
wenn diagnostiziert wird, dass sich das Hauptrelais
(202) in dem Fehlerzustand befindet, ein Ergebnis
der Diagnose als einen Ausfallsicherungsbefehl
durch ein fahrzeuginternes Netz an andere elektro-
nische Steuereinheiten (100) zu übertragen.

26. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
15, wobei der Steuerabschnitt (101) und der Zeitge-
berabschnitt (105) getrennt auf unterschiedlichen
IC-Chips ausgebildet sind.

27. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch
15, wobei der Steuerabschnitt (101) und der Zeitge-
berabschnitt (105) auf demselben IC-Chip integriert
sind.

28. Elektronische Steuereinheit (100) nach Anspruch 1,
die außerdem einen Zeitgeberabschnitt (105) zum
automatischen Starten des Steuerabschnitts (101)
enthält und ausgelegt ist, das Hauptrelais (202) in
einen Ein-Zustand zum Zuführen von elektrischer
Energie von der Fahrzeugbatterie (203) zu dem
Steuerabschnitt (101) zu steuern, wenn der Zünd-
schalter (201) eingeschaltet wird oder wenn der Zeit-
geberabschnitt (105), in dem eine vorbestimmte
Starteinstellzeit eingestellt ist, abgelaufen ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé de diagnostic de la présence d’un défaut
dans un relais principal (202) par l’utilisation d’une
unité de commande électronique (100) comprenant
une section de commande (101) surveillant une ma-
nipulation d’un commutateur d’allumage (201) d’un
véhicule, ladite unité de commande électronique
(100) étant configurée pour commander ledit relais
principal (202) dans un état sous tension pour fournir
à ladite section de commande (101) de l’énergie
électrique d’une batterie de véhicule (203), et pour
commander ledit relais principal (202) dans un état
hors tension en fonction d’une commande d’arrêt
(SD) délivrée de ladite section de commande (101),
ladite unité de commande électronique (100) étant
alimentée en énergie électrique par ladite batterie
de véhicule (203), et
ladite unité de commande électronique (100) étant
configurée pour surveiller un état d’une charge élec-
trique (301) connectée à ladite unité de commande
électronique ; ledit procédé comprenant les étapes
consistant à :

surveiller, après que ladite section de comman-

de (101) a délivré ladite commande d’arrêt (SD),
par l’utilisation de ladite section de commande
(101), un état de la charge électrique (301) ; et
diagnostiquer si ledit relais principal (202) est
dans un état de défaut dans lequel ledit relais
principal (202) ne peut pas être commandé de
l’état sous tension à l’état hors tension sur la
base de l’état surveillé de ladite charge électri-
que (301) ;
caractérisé par
ladite unité électronique (100) étant configurée
pour réguler la charge électrique (301) comme
un actionneur ; et
surveiller, après que ladite section de comman-
de (101) ait délivré ladite commande d’arrêt
(SD), par l’utilisation de ladite section de com-
mande (101), l’état de ladite charge électrique
(301) pendant la régulation de la charge électri-
que (301) par ladite unité électronique (100).

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ladite
étape de surveillance comprend l’étape consistant
à effectuer une tentative de réguler ladite charge
électronique (301) par l’utilisation de ladite section
de commande (101) pour
surveiller l’état de fonctionnement de ladite charge
électrique (301) lorsque ladite tentative est effec-
tuée.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ladite
commande d’arrêt (SD) délivrée de ladite section de
commande (101) est entrée dans un circuit de régu-
lation (103) dudit relais principal (202) par le biais de
ladite section de temporisation (105), et ladite ten-
tative est effectuée en utilisant une période de temps
après la transmission de ladite commande d’arrêt
(SD) de ladite section de commande (101) à ladite
section de temporisation (105).

4. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ladite
commande d’arrêt (SD) délivrée de ladite section de
commande (101) est directement entrée dans un cir-
cuit de régulation (103) dudit relais principal (202),
et ladite tentative est effectuée en utilisant une pé-
riode de temps après la transmission de ladite com-
mande d’arrêt (SD) de ladite section de commande
(101) à un circuit de régulation (103) dudit relais prin-
cipal (202).

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel ladite
étape de surveillance comprend en outre, si ladite
charge électrique (301) est normalement régulée
lorsque ladite tentative est effectuée, l’étape consis-
tant à effectuer ladite tentative pour la deuxième fois,
et ladite étape de diagnostic comprend en outre l’éta-
pe consistant à déterminer que ledit relais principal
(202) est dans ledit état de défaut si ladite charge
électrique (301) est normalement régulée lorsque la-
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dite tentative est effectuée pour la deuxième fois.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à effectuer, si ladite charge
électrique (301) est normalement régulée lorsque la-
dite tentative est effectuée, un diagnostic de présen-
ce d’un défaut de coupure dans un chemin d’alimen-
tation d’énergie de ladite charge électrique (301) sur
la base de la capacité de suivi de ladite charge élec-
trique (301) à ladite commande de régulation (SK).

7. Procédé selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à effectuer, si ladite charge
électrique (301) est normalement régulée lorsque la-
dite tentative est effectuée, un diagnostic de présen-
ce d’un défaut de coupure dans un chemin d’alimen-
tation d’énergie de ladite charge électrique (301) sur
la base d’une valeur d’un courant s’écoulant dans
ladite charge électrique (301) à travers ledit chemin
d’alimentation d’énergie.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ladite
étape de surveillance comprend l’étape consistant
à surveiller un temps écoulé depuis que ladite sec-
tion de commande (101) a transmis ladite comman-
de d’arrêt (SD) par l’utilisation de ladite section de
commande (101), ladite tentative étant effectuée
lorsque ledit temps écoulé surveillé dépasse un seuil
de temps de consigne à une valeur déterminée en
fonction d’un temps de réponse nécessaire pour que
ledit relais principal (202) passe de l’état sous ten-
sion à l’état hors tension en réponse à ladite com-
mande d’arrêt (SD).

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel ledit
seuil de temps est égal à une somme dudit temps
de réponse et d’un temps de marge prédéterminé.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à, lors d’un diagnostic que
ledit relais principal (202) est dans ledit état de dé-
faut, notifier un résultat dudit diagnostic et mémoriser
ledit résultat dudit diagnostic dans une mémoire non
volatile (102) comprise dans ladite unité de comman-
de électronique (100).

11. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ladite
section de commande (101) et ladite section de tem-
porisation (105) sont formées séparément dans dif-
férentes puces de circuits intégrés.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ladite
section de commande (101) et ladite section de tem-
porisation (105) sont intégrées à la même puce de
circuits intégrés.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel de
l’énergie électrique de ladite batterie de véhicule

(203) est fournie à ladite charge électrique (301) lors-
que ledit relais principal (202) est dans l’état sous
tension, et de l’énergie électrique de ladite batterie
de véhicule (203) ne lui est pas fournie lorsque ledit
relais principal (202) est dans l’état hors tension.

14. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’unité
de commande (100) comprend une section de tem-
porisation (105) pour démarrer automatiquement la-
dite section de commande (101) et est configurée
pour commander ledit relais principal (202) dans un
état sous tension pour fournir à ladite section de com-
mande (101) de l’énergie électrique de la batterie de
véhicule (203) lorsque ledit commutateur d’allumage
(201) est mis sous tension ou lorsque ladite section
de temporisation (105) dans laquelle un temps de
consigne de démarrage prédéterminé est réglé a ex-
piré.

15. Unité de commande électronique (100)
comprenant :

une section de commande (101) surveillant une
manipulation d’un commutateur d’allumage
(201) d’un véhicule ; et
étant configurée pour commander ledit relais
principal (202) dans un état sous tension pour
fournir à ladite section de commande (101) de
l’énergie électrique d’une batterie de véhicule
(203), et pour commander ledit relais principal
(202) dans un état hors tension en fonction d’une
commande d’arrêt (SD) délivrée de ladite sec-
tion de commande (101),
de l’énergie électrique de ladite batterie de vé-
hicule (203) lui étant fournie,
étant configurée pour surveiller un état d’une
charge électrique (301) connectée à ladite unité
de commande électronique ; et
étant pourvue d’une fonction de diagnostic de
défaut consistant à surveiller, par l’utilisation de
ladite section de commande (101), un état de la
charge électrique (301), et diagnostiquer si ledit
relais principal (202) est dans un état de défaut
dans lequel ledit relais principal (202) ne peut
pas être commandé de l’état sous tension à l’état
hors tension sur la base de l’état surveillé de
ladite charge électrique (301) ;
caractérisée par
étant configurée pour réguler la charge électri-
que (301) comme un actionneur ; et
étant configurée pour surveiller, après que ladite
section de commande (101) a délivré ladite com-
mande d’arrêt (SD), par l’utilisation de la section
de commande (101), l’état de ladite charge élec-
trique (301) pendant la régulation de la charge
électrique (301).

16. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
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vendication 15, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour effectuer une
tentative de réguler ladite charge électronique (301)
par l’utilisation de ladite section de commande (101)
pour surveiller un état de fonctionnement de ladite
charge électrique (301) lorsque ladite tentative est
effectuée.

17. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 15, dans laquelle ladite commande d’ar-
rêt (SD) délivrée de ladite section de commande
(101) est entrée dans un circuit de régulation (103)
dudit relais principal (202) par le biais de ladite sec-
tion de temporisation (105), et ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour effectuer ladite
tentative en utilisant une période de temps après la
transmission de ladite commande d’arrêt (SD) de
ladite section de commande (101) à ladite section
de temporisation (105).

18. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 16, dans laquelle ladite commande d’ar-
rêt (SD) délivrée de ladite section de commande
(101) est directement entrée dans un circuit de ré-
gulation (103) dudit relais principal (202), et ladite
fonction de diagnostic de défaut est configurée pour
effectuer ladite tentative en utilisant une période de
temps après la transmission de ladite commande
d’arrêt (SD) de ladite section de commande (101) à
un circuit de régulation (103) dudit relais principal
(202).

19. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 18, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour effectuer, si
ladite charge électrique (301) est normalement ré-
gulée lorsque ladite tentative est effectuée, ladite
tentative pour la deuxième fois, et déterminer que
ledit relais principal (202) est dans ledit état de défaut
si ladite charge électrique (301) est normalement ré-
gulée lorsque ladite tentative est effectuée pour la
deuxième fois.

20. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 16, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour effectuer, si
ladite charge électrique (301) est normalement ré-
gulée lorsque ladite tentative est effectuée, un dia-
gnostic de présence d’un défaut de coupure dans
un chemin d’alimentation d’énergie de ladite charge
électrique (301) sur la base de la capacité de suivi
de ladite charge électrique (301) à ladite commande
de régulation (SK).

21. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 16, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour effectuer, si
ladite charge électrique (301) est normalement ré-

gulée lorsque ladite tentative est effectuée, un dia-
gnostic de présence d’un défaut de coupure dans
un chemin d’alimentation d’énergie de ladite charge
électrique (301) sur la base d’une valeur d’un courant
s’écoulant dans ladite charge électrique (301) à tra-
vers ledit chemin d’alimentation d’énergie.

22. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 16, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour surveiller un
temps écoulé depuis que ladite section de comman-
de (101) a transmis ladite commande d’arrêt (SD)
par l’utilisation de ladite section de commande (101),
ladite tentative étant effectuée lorsque ledit temps
écoulé surveillé dépasse un seuil de temps de con-
signe à une valeur déterminée en fonction d’un
temps de réponse nécessaire pour que ledit relais
principal (202) passe de l’état sous tension à l’état
hors tension en réponse à ladite commande d’arrêt
(SD).

23. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 22, dans laquelle ledit seuil de temps est
égal à une somme dudit temps de réponse et d’un
temps de marge prédéterminé.

24. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 15, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour, lorsqu’un dia-
gnostic que ledit relais principal (202) est dans ledit
état de défaut est établi, notifier un résultat
dudit diagnostic et mémoriser ledit résultat dudit dia-
gnostic dans une mémoire non volatile (102) com-
prise dans ladite unité de commande électronique
(100).

25. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 15, dans laquelle ladite fonction de dia-
gnostic de défaut est configurée pour, lorsqu’un dia-
gnostic que ledit relais principal (202) est dans ledit
état de défaut est établi, transmettre un résultat dudit
diagnostic en tant que commande de sécurité à
d’autres unités de commande électroniques (100) à
travers un réseau dans le véhicule.

26. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 15, dans laquelle ladite section de com-
mande (101) et ladite section de temporisation (105)
sont forées séparément dans différentes puces de
circuits intégrés.

27. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 15, dans laquelle ladite section de com-
mande (101) et ladite section de temporisation (105)
sont intégrées à la même puce de circuits intégrés.

28. Unité de commande électronique (100) selon la re-
vendication 1, comprenant en outre une section de
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temporisation (105) pour démarrer automatique-
ment ladite section de commande (101) et étant con-
figurée pour commander ledit relais principal (202)
dans un état sous tension pour fournir à ladite section
de commande (101) de l’énergie électrique de la bat-
terie de véhicule (203) lorsque ledit commutateur
d’allumage (201) est mis sous tension ou lorsque
ladite section de temporisation (105) dans laquelle
un temps de consigne de démarrage prédéterminé
est réglé a expiré.
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