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(57) An apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery includes a floating capacitor charged with a volt-
age detected from a cathode or anode terminal of a bat-
tery; a DC voltage applying unit for applying a DC voltage
to the anode terminal when measuring a detection volt-
age of the anode terminal; a terminal selection switching
unit for selecting a voltage detection path for the cathode
or anode terminal; a charge switching unit for charging

the floating capacitor with the detection voltage detected
from the selected voltage detection path, and separating
the floating capacitor from the voltage detection path; a
voltage sensing unit for sensing the detection voltage
charged to the floating capacitor; and a leakage current
determining unit for calculating a leakage resistance
based on the detection voltages, and comparing the leak-
age resistance with a criterion insulation resistance to
determine whether a leakage current occurs.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to apparatus and
method for sensing a leakage current of a battery, and
more particularly to apparatus and method for sensing a
leakage current of a battery adopted in a battery power
supply system demanding high voltage such as electric
vehicles and hybrid vehicles.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In recent, along with exhaustion of fossil fuels
and environmental contamination, more interests are
taken in electric vehicles or hybrid vehicles(hereinafter,
generally called electric vehicles), which may be driven
by means of batteries without using fossil fuels.
[0003] Batteries used for electric vehicles are mostly
secondary batteries. Secondary batteries are classified
into lithium series batteries and nickel-hydrogen series
batteries. Lithium series batteries are mainly applied to
small-sized products such as digital cameras, P-DVD,
MP3P, cellular phones, PDA, portable game devices,
power tools and E-bikes, and nickel-hydrogen series are
mainly applied to products demanding high power such
as vehicles.
[0004] Any device using a battery needs to keep insu-
lation between the battery and the device in a good state.
Bad insulation of the battery causes a leakage current,
which results in various problems. For reference, a leak-
age current of a battery causes unexpected discharge of
the battery or malfunctions of electronic equipment in-
cluded in the device. Also, a leakage current of a battery
employed in an apparatus using a high voltage battery
such as electric vehicles may give a fatal electric shock
to a person. Accordingly, in the related art, it is demanded
to develop a scheme for accurately and thoroughly de-
tecting a leakage current of a battery.

DISCLOSURE

Technical Problem

[0005] The present invention is designed to solve the
above problems, and therefore the present invention is
directed to providing apparatus and method for sensing
a leakage current of a battery, which may sense a leak-
age current of a battery using a simple leakage current
sensing circuit configuration in an easy and accurate
way, and a battery pack and a battery-driven apparatus
containing the above apparatus.

Technical Solution

[0006] In one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an apparatus for sensing a leakage current of
a battery, which includes a floating capacitor charged

with a voltage detected from a cathode terminal or an
anode terminal of a battery; a DC (Direct Current) voltage
applying unit for applying a DC voltage to the anode ter-
minal when measuring a detection voltage of the anode
terminal of the battery; a terminal selection switching unit
for selecting a voltage detection path for the cathode ter-
minal or the anode terminal; a charge switching unit for
charging the floating capacitor with a detection voltage
of the cathode or anode terminal, detected from the se-
lected voltage detection path, and then separating the
floating capacitor from the voltage detection path; a volt-
age sensing unit for sensing the detection voltage of the
cathode or anode terminal, charged to the separated
floating capacitor; and a leakage current determining unit
for calculating a leakage resistance based on the detec-
tion voltages of the cathode and anode terminals of the
battery, sensed by the voltage sensing unit, and then
comparing the calculated leakage resistance with a cri-
terion insulation resistance to determine whether a leak-
age current occurs or not.
[0007] The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of
a battery according to the present invention further in-
cludes a first voltage distribution node installed on a first
line between the cathode and anode terminals of the bat-
tery, wherein the terminal selection switching unit in-
cludes first and second switches respectively installed
between the first voltage distribution node and the cath-
ode and anode terminals of the battery.
[0008] The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of
a battery according to the present invention further in-
cludes a second voltage distribution node installed on a
second line between the first voltage distribution node
and a ground, wherein the floating capacitor is installed
on a fourth line diverged from a third line extending from
the second voltage distribution node.
[0009] According to the present invention, the appara-
tus for sensing a leakage current of a battery may further
include a voltage apply switching unit for applying the
detection voltage of the cathode or anode terminal of the
battery, charged to the floating capacitor, to the voltage
sensing unit.
[0010] According to the present invention, the DC volt-
age applying unit may include a first switch installed be-
tween the second voltage distribution node and a ground;
a second switch installed on a conduction line diverged
between the second voltage distribution node and the
first switch; and a DC power for applying a DC voltage
to the second voltage distribution node when the second
switch is turned on.
[0011] Preferably, the leakage current determining unit
may include a switch controller for controlling operations
of the terminal selection switching unit and the charge
switching unit; an A/D (Analog/Digital) converter for con-
verting an analog voltage signal output from the voltage
sensing unit to a digital voltage signal; and a CPU (Cen-
tral Processing Unit) for calculating a leakage resistance
based on the digital voltage signal received from the A/D
converter and then comparing the calculated leakage re-
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sistance with a criterion insulation resistance to deter-
mine whether a leakage current occurs or not.
[0012] Preferably, the voltage sensing unit may in-
clude a differential amplifier for sensing the voltage out-
put from the floating capacitor.
[0013] Preferably, the leakage current determining unit
may control the charge switching unit prior to detecting
the voltage charged to the floating capacitor so that the
floating capacitor is electrically separated from the se-
lected voltage detection path.
[0014] According to the present invention, the leakage
current determining unit may calculate a leakage resist-
ance according to the following equation: 

where Ri is an internal resistance of the apparatus, E is
a voltage of both ends of the battery, VA is the detection
voltage of the cathode terminal charged to the floating
capacitor, and VB is the detection voltage of the anode
terminal charged to the floating capacitor.
[0015] According to the present invention, the leakage
current determining unit may further include a leakage
current alarming unit for visibly or audibly alarming the
occurrence of a leakage current, and the leakage current
alarming unit may make a visible or audible alarm in case
a leakage current occurs.
[0016] Preferably, the leakage current determining unit
may determine that a leakage current occurs, when the
calculated leakage resistance is smaller than the criterion
insulation resistance.
[0017] In another aspect of the present invention, there
may be provided a battery pack, which includes the ap-
paratus for sensing a leakage current of a battery as de-
scribed above.
[0018] In still another aspect of the present invention,
there may also be provided a battery-driven apparatus,
which includes the apparatus for sensing a leakage cur-
rent of a battery as described above.
[0019] In one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method for sensing a leakage current of a
battery, which includes (a) selecting a voltage detection
path for a cathode terminal of a battery, charging a float-
ing capacitor with a detection voltage of the cathode ter-
minal of the battery, and sensing the charged detection
voltage of the cathode terminal in a state that the floating
capacitor is electrically separated from the voltage de-
tection path; (b) selecting a voltage detection path for an
anode terminal of the battery, applying a DC voltage to
the anode terminal of the battery to charge the floating
capacitor with a detection voltage of the anode terminal
of the battery, and sensing the charged detection voltage
of the anode terminal in a state that the floating capacitor

is electrically separated from the voltage detection path;
(c) calculating a leakage resistance based on the sensed
detection voltages of the cathode and anode terminals;
and (d) comparing the calculated leakage resistance with
a criterion insulation resistance to determine whether a
leakage current occurs or not.

Advantageous Effects

[0020] According to the present invention, voltage var-
iations of both terminals of a battery caused by a leakage
current is sensed using a floating capacitor to determine
whether a leakage current occurs, so it is possible to
prevent the accuracy of leakage voltage determination
from being deteriorated due to a noise introduced from
a battery pack or a load. In addition, it is possible to sense
the occurrence of a leakage current of a battery at an
early stage and then prevent the battery from being fully
discharged. Also, it is possible to take protective meas-
ures against malfunctions or breakdown of internal elec-
trical devices of a vehicle, caused by a leakage current,
and also to prevent injury of humans caused by a leakage
current of a battery. In addition, since the floating capac-
itor is electrically separated from the battery before the
voltage charged to the floating capacitor is sensed, it is
possible to decrease noise introduced from the battery,
which allows more accurate detection of a leakage cur-
rent.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0021] The accompanying drawings illustrate the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention and are in-
cluded to provide a further understanding of the spirit of
the present invention together with the detailed descrip-
tion of the invention, and accordingly, the present inven-
tion should not be limitedly interpreted to only the matters
shown in the drawings.

Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram showing an apparatus for
sensing a leakage current of a battery according to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a leakage current
determining unit according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for sensing
a leakage current of a battery according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention; and

BEST MODE

[0022] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. Prior to the descrip-
tion, it should be understood that the terms used in the
specification and the appended claims should not be con-
strued as limited to general and dictionary meanings, but
interpreted based on the meanings and concepts corre-

3 4 



EP 2 336 794 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

sponding to technical aspects of the present invention
on the basis of the principle that the inventor is allowed
to define terms appropriately for the best explanation.
Therefore, the description proposed herein is just a pref-
erable example for the purpose of illustrations only, not
intended to limit the scope of the invention, so it should
be understood that other equivalents and modifications
could be made thereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.
[0023] Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram showing an apparatus
for sensing a leakage current of a battery according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.
[0024] As shown in Fig. 1, a battery leakage current
sensing apparatus 300 according to the present invention
is connected to both terminals of a battery 200 having a
plurality of cells and supplying power to a load system
100, so as to sense a leakage current of the battery 200.
[0025] In this embodiment, the load system 100 is a
means using the electric energy output from the battery
200, and it may be a system demanding high power such
as an electric vehicle or a hybrid vehicle. A load L of the
load system 100, which consumes electric energy, may
be a driving motor for transferring power to an electric
vehicle or a hybrid vehicle, a DC-to-DC converter for con-
verting a voltage level output from the battery 200, or the
like. However, the load system 100 of the present inven-
tion and the load L included therein are not limited to the
above. In the figure, a capacitor component C1 is a filter
for filtering noise generated in the load system 100, and
capacitor components C2 and C3 represent capacitor
components present between the battery 200 and the
load L when the battery 200 is connected to the load L.
[0026] The battery 200 is an electric energy storage
means, and the battery 200 includes a plurality of elec-
trically connected unit cells capable of being repeatedly
charged and discharged. The unit cells are connected in
series or in parallel. The unit cell is an electric double-
layer capacitor including an ultra-capacitor, or a second-
ary battery such as a lithium ion battery, a lithium polymer
battery, a nickel cadmium battery, a nickel hydrogen bat-
tery and a nickel zinc battery, well known in the art.
[0027] The battery leakage current sensing apparatus
300 according to the present invention includes a floating
capacitor C5 charged with a voltage detected from a cath-
ode terminal A or an anode terminal B of a battery 200,
a DC voltage applying unit 350 for applying a DC voltage
to the anode terminal B when measuring the detection
voltage of the anode terminal B of the battery, a terminal
selection switching unit SW1, SW2 for selecting a voltage
detection path for the cathode terminal A or the anode
terminal B, a charge switching unit SW3, SW4 for charg-
ing the floating capacitor C5 with the detection voltage
of the cathode or anode terminal A, B detected from the
selected voltage detection path, a voltage sensing unit
330 for sensing the detection voltage of the cathode ter-
minal A or the anode terminal B of the battery charged
to the floating capacitor C5, and a leakage current deter-
mining unit 340 for calculating a leakage resistance by

using the detection voltage of the cathode and anode
terminals A, B measured at the voltage sensing unit 330
and comparing the leakage resistance with a criterion
insulation resistance to determine whether a leakage cur-
rent occurs or not.
[0028] According to the present invention, a first line 1
is installed between the cathode terminal A and the anode
terminal B of the battery 200. Also, a second line 2 is
diverged from a first voltage distribution node n1 on the
first line 1. The second line 2 is connected to the ground,
and a second voltage distribution node n2 is located on
the second line 2. A third line 3 is diverged from the sec-
ond voltage distribution node n2, a third line 4 is diverged
from the third line 3.
[0029] The terminal selection switching unit SW1,
SW2 includes a first switch SW1 and a second switch
SW2. The first switch SW1 is installed between the volt-
age distribution node n1 and the cathode terminal A of
the battery 200, and the second switch SW2 is installed
between the voltage distribution node n1 and the anode
terminal B of the battery 200. Also, a first resistor R1 is
installed between the first switch SW1 and the cathode
terminal A, and a second resistor R2 is installed between
the second switch SW2 and the anode terminal B.
[0030] The terminal selection switching unit selects a
voltage detection path. The voltage detection path in-
cludes a voltage detection path for the cathode terminal
A and a voltage detection path for the anode terminal B.
The voltage detection path for the cathode terminal A is
selected when the first switch SW1 of the terminal selec-
tion switching unit is turned on. On the contrary, the volt-
age detection path for the anode terminal B is selected
when the second switch SW2 of the terminal selection
switching unit is turned on.
[0031] A third resistor R3 is installed between the sec-
ond voltage distribution node n2 and the first voltage dis-
tribution node n1. Also, a capacitor C4 is installed be-
tween the second voltage distribution node n2 and the
ground. The capacitor C4 is primarily charged with the
detection voltage of the cathode terminal A or the anode
terminal B of the battery 200 according to selective turn-
ing-on of the terminal selection switching unit SW1, SW2.
[0032] The charge switching unit includes a third
switch SW3 and a fourth switch SW4 connected to both
terminals of a floating capacitor C5. If the charge switch-
ing unit is turned on, the detection voltage for the cathode
terminal A or the anode terminal B primarily charged to
the capacitor C4 is secondarily charged to the floating
capacitor C5.
[0033] A voltage apply switching unit having a fifth
switch SW5 and a sixth switch SW6 is interposed be-
tween the voltage sensing unit 330 and the floating ca-
pacitor C5. If the voltage applying switching unit is turned
on, the voltage charged to the floating capacitor C5 is
applied to the voltage sensing unit 330.
[0034] The voltage sensing unit 330 outputs voltages
at both ends of the floating capacitor C5 to the leakage
current determining unit 340 as analog voltage signals.
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In other words, the voltage sensing unit 330 subsequently
senses the detection voltage for the cathode terminal A
and the detection voltage for the anode terminal B,
charged to the floating capacitor C5, to output analog
voltage signals. The analog voltage signals include a first
analog voltage signal corresponding to the detection volt-
age for the cathode terminal A and a second analog volt-
age signal corresponding to the polarity-reversed detec-
tion voltage for the anode terminal B. Preferably, the volt-
age sensing unit 330 may include a differential amplifier,
but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0035] The DC voltage applying unit 350 includes a
fourth resistor R4 and a seventh switch SW7 subsequent-
ly installed between the second voltage distribution node
n2 and the ground, an eighth switch SW8 installed on a
conduction line diverged between the fourth resistor R4
and the seventh switch SW7, and a DC power DC for
applying a positive DC voltage to the second voltage dis-
tribution node n2 when the eighth switch SW8 is turned
on.
[0036] The DC voltage applying unit 350 allows the
current, flowing from the cathode terminal A of the battery
to the second line 2, to flow toward the ground when the
voltage of the cathode terminal A of the battery is detect-
ed. Also, the DC voltage applying unit 350 applies a DC
power to the anode terminal B when the voltage of the
anode terminal B of the battery is detected, so that current
flows from the second line 2 to the anode terminal B of
the battery contrarily to the above. As a result, the volt-
ages charged to the capacitor C4 and the floating capac-
itor C5 have the same polarity. As mentioned above, if
the voltage charged to the floating capacitor C5 has the
same polarity, the circuitry configuration of the voltage
sensing unit 330 may be simplified.
[0037] A positive leakage resistance Rleakage+ and
a negative leakage resistance Rleakage- depicted at
both terminals of the battery 200 respectively represent
a status when a leakage current occurs, and they equiv-
alently express a virtual resistance value appearing when
a leakage current occurs.
[0038] Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a leakage
current determining unit according to a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0039] Referring to Fig. 2, the leakage current deter-
mining unit 340 comprises an A/D converter 341, a cen-
tral processing unit (CPU) 342, a switch controller 343
and a leakage current alarming unit 344.
[0040] The A/D converter 341 converts the analog volt-
age signal output from the voltage sensing unit 330 into
a digital voltage signal. The digital voltage signal com-
prises a first digital voltage signal corresponding to the
detection voltage of the cathode terminal A and a second
digital voltage signal corresponding to the detection volt-
age of the anode terminal B.
[0041] The CPU 342 receives the digital voltage signal
from the A/D converter 341 to calculate a leakage resist-
ance. In other words, the CPU 342 classifies the digital-
ized voltage signals input from the A/D converter 341 into

voltages of the cathode terminal A and the anode terminal
B, and calculates a leakage resistance of the battery 200
according to the following equation 1 based on the digi-
talized voltage signals classified for cathode terminal and
the anode terminal.

where, Ri is an internal resistance of the leakage current
sensing apparatus, E is voltage of both ends of the bat-
tery, VA is a detection voltage of the cathode terminal A,
and VB is a detection voltage of the anode terminal B. In
Fig. 1, if R1=R2, Ri=R1+R3+R4.
[0042] Also, the CPU 342 compares the leakage re-
sistance calculated by the equation 1 with a preset crite-
rion insulation resistance and determines that a leakage
current occurs if the calculated leakage resistance is
smaller than the criterion insulation resistance.
[0043] The switch controller 343 controls operations
of the terminal selection switching unit SW1, SW2, the
charge switching unit SW3, SW4, the voltage apply
switching unit sW5, SW6, and the switches SW7, SW8
located in the DC voltage applying unit 350 under the
control of the CPU 342.
[0044] In other words, the switch controller 343 con-
trols the terminal selection switching unit SW1, SW2, the
charge switching unit SW3, SW4, the voltage apply
switching unit sW5, SW6, and the switches SW7, SW8
located in the DC voltage applying unit 350 so that the
detection voltages for the cathode and anode terminals
A, B of the battery 200 are subsequently stored to the
capacitor C4 and the floating capacitor C5, and thus the
stored detection voltages may be applied to the voltage
sensing unit 330.
[0045] In a case where the detection voltage of the
cathode terminal A is measured, the switch controller 343
turns on the first switch SW1 of the terminal selection
switching unit and the seventh switch SW7 in the DC
voltage applying unit 350, and turns off the second switch
SW2 of the terminal selection switching unit and the
eighth switch SW8 in the DC voltage applying unit 350
as well as a charge switching unit 310 and a voltage apply
switching unit 320. Then, current flows from the cathode
terminal A of the battery to the capacitor C4 and the sev-
enth switch SW7, and as a result the capacitor C4 is
charged with the voltage corresponding to the detection
voltage of the cathode terminal A. Subsequently, the
switch controller 343 turns off the first switch of the ter-
minal selection switching unit and the seventh switch
SW7 in the DC voltage applying unit 350 and turns on
the charge switching unit 310 so that the detection volt-
age of the cathode terminal A charged to the capacitor
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C4 is charged again to the floating capacitor C5. Since
the voltage apply switching unit 320 keeps a turning-off
state while the voltage of the cathode terminal A is
charged to the floating capacitor C5, it is possible to pre-
vent noise introduced from the battery 200 or the load
system 100 from flowing into the leakage current deter-
mining unit 340. After that, the voltage apply switching
unit 320 is turned on in a state that the charge switching
unit 310 is turned off so that the detection voltage for the
cathode terminal A charged to the floating capacitor C5
is applied to the voltage sensing unit 330. Then, the volt-
age sensing unit 330 outputs a first analog voltage signal
corresponding to the detection voltage of the cathode
terminal A of the battery 200 to the A/D converter 341.
Since the charge switching unit 310 is in a turning-off
state when the voltage sensing unit 330 senses the de-
tection voltage of the cathode terminal A, it is possible to
prevent noise from flowing to the leakage current deter-
mining unit 340 from the battery 200 or the load system
100.
[0046] Then, in a case where the detection voltage of
the anode terminal B is measured, the switch controller
343 turns off the first switch SW1 of the terminal selection
switching unit, turns on the second switch SW2, turns off
the seventh switch SW7 of the DC voltage applying unit
350, turns on the eighth switch SW8, and turns off the
charge switching unit 310 and the voltage apply switching
unit 320. Then, current flows from the cathode terminal
of the DC power DC to the capacitor C4 and the anode
terminal B of the battery, and in this process, the voltage
corresponding to the detection voltage of the anode ter-
minal B of the battery is charged to the capacitor C4.
Subsequently, the switch controller 343 turns off the sec-
ond switch SW2 of the terminal selection switching unit
and the eighth switch SW8 of the DC voltage applying
unit 350 and turns on the charge switching unit 310. Then,
the detection voltage of the anode terminal B charged to
the capacitor C4 is charged again to the floating capacitor
C5. Since the voltage apply switching unit 320 keeps a
turning-off state while the detection voltage of the anode
terminal B is charged to the floating capacitor C5, it is
possible to prevent noise from flowing into the leakage
current determining unit 340 from the battery 200 or the
load system 100. After that, the voltage apply switching
unit 320 is turned on in a state that the charge switching
unit 310 is turned off so that the detection voltage of the
anode terminal B charged to the floating capacitor C5 is
applied to the voltage sensing unit 330. Then, the voltage
sensing unit 330 outputs a second analog voltage signal
corresponding to the detection voltage of the anode ter-
minal B of the battery to the A/D converter 341. Since
the charge switching unit 310 is in a turning-off state when
the voltage sensing unit 330 senses the detection voltage
of the anode terminal B, it is possible to prevent noise
from flowing into the leakage current determining unit
340 from the battery 200 or the load system 100.
[0047] Meanwhile, the voltage sensing unit 330 may
be realized using a differential amplifier. However, since

the floating capacitor C5 is always charged with a positive
voltage, the voltage sensing unit 330 may be realized
with only one differential amplifier without comprising a
polarity reverse circuit in the voltage sensing unit 330.
[0048] According to the present invention, the leakage
current determining unit 340 may audibly or visibly output
a determining result whether a leakage current occurs or
not. For this purpose, the leakage current determining
unit 340 may further comprise a leakage current alarming
unit 344.
[0049] In this case, if it is determined that a leakage
current occurs, the leakage current determining unit 340
outputs a leakage current occurrence signal to the leak-
age current alarming unit 344. Then, the leakage current
alarming unit 344 makes an audible or visible alarm to
notify the occurrence of leakage current. The leakage
current alarming unit 344 may be LED, LCD, an alarm
device or their combinations. Thus, the leakage current
alarming unit 344 makes an alarm about the occurrence
of leakage current to a user by blinking LED, outputting
an alarm message on an LCD or generating an alarming
sound through an alarm device. However, it would be
obvious that the present invention is not limited to the
above but may be modified in various ways by adopting
various kinds of visible or audible alarming devices as
the leakage current alarming unit 344.
[0050] The battery leakage current sensing apparatus
according to the present invention may be coupled to a
battery-driven apparatus that receives power from a bat-
tery.
[0051] As one example, the leakage current sensing
apparatus of the present invention may be comprised in
various electronic products receiving a power from a bat-
tery, such as notebooks, mobile phones and personal
portable multimedia regenerators.
[0052] As another example, the leakage current sens-
ing apparatus of the present invention may be comprised
in various power-driven apparatuses having a battery
loaded therein, such as fossil fuel vehicles, electric ve-
hicles, hybrid vehicles and electric bicycles.
[0053] Further, it would be apparent to those having
ordinary skill in the art that the leakage current sensing
apparatus of the present invention may be modulated
into a PCB circuit or an on-demand semiconductor circuit
(e.g., ASIC: Application-Specific Integrated Circuit) and
then loaded in a battery pack.
[0054] Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for
sensing a leakage current of a battery according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.
[0055] It should be noted that, if there is no special
mention, each step described below is executed by the
CPU 342, and operations of each switch are accompa-
nied with the control of the switch controller 343 by the
CPU 342.
[0056] First, in order to sense the detection voltage of
the cathode terminal A of the battery in a step S100, the
first switch SW1 of the terminal selection switching unit
is turned on, the second switch SW2 is turned off, the
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seventh switch SW7 of the DC voltage applying unit 350
is turned on, the eighth switch SW8 is turned off, and the
charge switching unit 310 and the voltage apply switching
unit 320 are turned off. Then, the voltage corresponding
to the detection voltage of the cathode terminal A is pri-
marily charged to the capacitor C4.
[0057] Subsequently, in a step S110, the first switch
SW1 of the terminal selection switching unit and the sev-
enth switch SW7 of the DC voltage applying unit 350 are
turned off and the charge switching unit 310 is turned on
so that the detection voltage of the cathode terminal A
charged to the capacitor C4 is secondarily charged to
the floating capacitor C5 again.
[0058] After that, in a step S120, the voltage switching
unit 320 is turned on in a state that the charge switching
unit 310 is turned off so that the detection voltage of the
cathode terminal charged to the floating capacitor C5 is
applied to the voltage sensing unit 330. Then, the voltage
sensing unit 330 senses the detection voltage of the cath-
ode terminal A and outputs a first analog voltage signal
to the A/D converter 341. As a response, the A/D con-
verter 341 converts the first analog voltage signal into a
digitalized voltage signal and inputs the digitalized volt-
age signal to the CPU 342.
[0059] Then, in a step S200, in order to sense the de-
tection voltage of the anode terminal B of the battery 200,
the first switch SW1 of the terminal selection switching
unit is turned off, the second switch SW2 is turned on,
the seventh switch SW7 of the DC voltage applying unit
is turned off, the eighth switch SW8 is turned on, and the
charge switching unit 310 and the voltage apply switching
unit 320 are turned off. Then, the DC power included in
the DC voltage applying unit 350 is applied to the anode
terminal B of the battery 200 to flow current to the anode
terminal B of the battery 200 and the capacitor C4 so that
the voltage corresponding to the detection voltage of the
anode terminal B is primarily charged to the capacitor C4.
[0060] Subsequently, in a step S210, the second
switch SW2 of the terminal selection switching unit and
the eighth switch SW8 of the DC voltage applying unit
350 are turned off and the charge switching unit 310 is
turned on so that the detection voltage of the anode ter-
minal B charged to the capacitor C4 is secondarily
charged to the floating capacitor C5 again.
[0061] After that, in a step S220, the voltage apply
switching unit 320 is turned on in a state that the charge
switching unit 310 is turned off so that the detection volt-
age of the anode terminal B charged to the floating ca-
pacitor C5 is applied to the voltage sensing unit 330.
Then, the voltage sensing unit 330 senses the detection
voltage of the anode terminal B and outputs a second
analog voltage signal to the A/D converter 341. As a re-
sponse, the A/D converter 341 converts the second an-
alog voltage signal into a digitalized voltage signal and
inputs the digitalized voltage signal to the CPU 342.
[0062] In a step S300, a leakage resistance is calcu-
lated based on the detection voltages of the cathode and
anode terminals A and B, measured in the steps S110

and S210.
[0063] In a step S400, the leakage resistance calcu-
lated in the step S300 is compared with a criterion insu-
lation resistance to determine whether the calculated
leakage resistance is smaller than the criterion insulation
resistance.
[0064] A step S500 is executed when the leakage re-
sistance calculated in the step S400 is equal to or greater
than the criterion insulation resistance, and it is deter-
mined that a leakage current does not in the battery.
[0065] A step S600 is executed when the leakage re-
sistance calculated in the step S400 is smaller than the
criterion insulation resistance, and it is determined that
a leakage current occurs in the battery.
[0066] In a step S700, as it is determined in the step
S600 that a leakage current occurs, a visible or audible
alarm is generated.
[0067] The steps S100 to S700 may be selectively ex-
ecuted when it is required to detect a leakage current
while the battery power system is in operation, or auto-
matically repeated at a predetermined cycle.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0068] According to the present invention, voltage var-
iations of both terminals of a battery caused by a leakage
current are sensed using a floating capacitor to determine
whether a leakage current occurs, so it is possible to
prevent the accuracy of leakage voltage determination
from being deteriorated due to a noise introduced from
a battery pack or a load. In addition, it is possible to sense
the occurrence of a leakage current of a battery at an
early stage and then prevent the battery from being fully
discharged. Also, it is possible to take protective meas-
ures against malfunctions or breakdown of internal elec-
trical devices of a vehicle, caused by a leakage current,
and also to prevent injury of humans caused by a leakage
current of a battery.
[0069] In another aspect of the present invention, since
the floating capacitor is electrically separated from the
battery before the voltage charged to the floating capac-
itor is sensed, it is possible to decrease noise introduced
from the battery, which allows more accurate detection
of a leakage current.
[0070] The present invention has been described in
detail. However, it should be understood that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, are given by way
of illustration only, since various changes and modifica-
tions within the spirit and scope of the invention will be-
come apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed
description.

Claims

1. An apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a bat-
tery, comprising:
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a floating capacitor charged with a voltage de-
tected from a cathode terminal or an anode ter-
minal of a battery;
a DC (Direct Current) voltage applying unit for
applying a DC voltage to the anode terminal
when measuring a detection voltage of the an-
ode terminal of the battery;
a terminal selection switching unit for selecting
a voltage detection path for the cathode terminal
or the anode terminal;
a charge switching unit for charging the floating
capacitor with a detection voltage of the cathode
or anode terminal, detected from the selected
voltage detection path, and then separating the
floating capacitor from the voltage detection
path;
a voltage sensing unit for sensing the detection
voltage of the cathode or anode terminal,
charged to the separated floating capacitor; and
a leakage current determining unit for calculat-
ing a leakage resistance based on the detection
voltages of the cathode and anode terminals of
the battery, sensed by the voltage sensing unit,
and then comparing the calculated leakage re-
sistance with a criterion insulation resistance to
determine whether a leakage current occurs or
not.

2. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, further comprising a
first voltage distribution node installed on a first line
between the cathode and anode terminals of the bat-
tery,
wherein the terminal selection switching unit in-
cludes first and second switches respectively in-
stalled between the first voltage distribution node
and the cathode and anode terminals of the battery.

3. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, further comprising a
second voltage distribution node installed on a sec-
ond line between the first voltage distribution node
and a ground,
wherein the floating capacitor is installed on a fourth
line diverged from a third line extending from the sec-
ond voltage distribution node.

4. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, further comprising a
voltage apply switching unit for applying the detec-
tion voltage of the cathode or anode terminal of the
battery, charged to the floating capacitor, to the volt-
age sensing unit.

5. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, wherein the DC voltage
applying unit includes:

a first switch installed between the second volt-
age distribution node and a ground;
a second switch installed on a conduction line
diverged between the second voltage distribu-
tion node and the first switch; and
a DC power for applying a DC voltage to the
second voltage distribution node when the sec-
ond switch is turned on.

6. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, wherein the leakage
current determining unit includes:

a switch controller for controlling operations of
the terminal selection switching unit and the
charge switching unit;
an A/D (Analog/Digital) converter for converting
an analog voltage signal output from the voltage
sensing unit to a digital voltage signal; and
a CPU (Central Processing Unit) for calculating
a leakage resistance based on the digital voltage
signal received from the A/D converter and then
comparing the calculated leakage resistance
with a criterion insulation resistance to deter-
mine whether a leakage current occurs or not.

7. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 6, wherein the voltage
sensing unit includes a differential amplifier for sens-
ing the voltage output from the floating capacitor.

8. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, wherein the leakage
current determining unit controls the charge switch-
ing unit prior to detecting the voltage charged to the
floating capacitor so that the floating capacitor is
electrically separated from the selected voltage de-
tection path.

9. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, wherein the leakage
current determining unit calculates a leakage resist-
ance according to the following equation: 

where Ri is an internal resistance of the apparatus,
E is a voltage of both ends of the battery, VA is the
detection voltage of the cathode terminal charged to
the floating capacitor, and VB is the detection voltage
of the anode terminal charged to the floating capac-
itor.

13 14 



EP 2 336 794 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1,
wherein the leakage current determining unit further
comprises a leakage current alarming unit for visibly
or audibly alarming the occurrence of a leakage cur-
rent, and
wherein the leakage current alarming unit makes a
visible or audible alarm in case a leakage current
occurs.

11. The apparatus for sensing a leakage current of a
battery according to claim 1, wherein the leakage
current determining unit determines that a leakage
current occurs, when the calculated leakage resist-
ance is smaller than the criterion insulation resist-
ance.

12. A battery pack, which comprises the apparatus for
sensing a leakage current of a battery as defined in
any one of claims 1 to 11.

13. A battery-driven apparatus, which comprises the ap-
paratus for sensing a leakage current of a battery as
defined in any one of claims 1 to 11.

14. A method for sensing a leakage current of a battery,
comprising:

(a) selecting a voltage detection path for a cath-
ode terminal of a battery, charging a floating ca-
pacitor with a detection voltage of the cathode
terminal of the battery, and sensing the charged
detection voltage of the cathode terminal in a
state that the floating capacitor is electrically
separated from the voltage detection path;
(b) selecting a voltage detection path for an an-
ode terminal of the battery, applying a DC volt-
age to the anode terminal of the battery to charge
the floating capacitor with a detection voltage of
the anode terminal of the battery, and sensing
the charged detection voltage of the anode ter-
minal in a state that the floating capacitor is elec-
trically separated from the voltage detection
path;
(c) calculating a leakage resistance based on
the sensed detection voltages of the cathode
and anode terminals; and
(d) comparing the calculated leakage resistance
with a criterion insulation resistance to deter-
mine whether a leakage current occurs or not.

15. The method for sensing a leakage current of a battery
according to claim 14,
wherein, in the step (c), the leakage resistance is
calculated according to the following equation: 

where Ri is an internal resistance of the apparatus,
E is a voltage of both ends of the battery, VA is the
detection voltage of the cathode terminal charged to
the floating capacitor, and VB is the detection voltage
of the anode terminal charged to the floating capac-
itor.

16. The method for sensing a leakage current of a battery
according to claim 14, further comprising:

making a visual or audible alarm in case it is
determined that a leakage current occurs.

17. The method for sensing a leakage current of a battery
according to claim 14, wherein it is determined that
a leakage current occurs, when the calculated leak-
age resistance is smaller than the criterion insulation
resistance.
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