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(54) Information processing apparatus, communication apparatus, and program

(57) An information processing apparatus includes:
a storage block configured to store a first region as part
of a layer structure; an execution block which, in response
to a designation command transmitted by a communica-
tion apparatus to designate the creation of a second re-
gion as a lower layer of the first region, performs a region

creation process for creating the second region as the
lower layer of the first region; and a transmission block
which, if the region creation process is stopped, then
transmits first information indicating whether or not the
second region is already created to the communication
apparatus, in response to a request from the communi-
cation apparatus.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an information
processing apparatus, a communication apparatus, and
a program.
[0002] Usually, during their production stage, IC (inte-
grated circuit) cards such as Felica (registered trade-
mark) card have a memory area therein initialized typi-
cally through physical formatting. An initial registration
process is then performed on the initialized memory area
so as to register (create) area regions as well as service
regions in the area.
[0003] As shown illustratively in FIG. 1, the initial reg-
istration process involves first creating an area region A0
in the memory area of the IC card, followed by an area
region A1 created as a lower layer under the area region
A0, and by a service region S11 under the area region
A1. The area regions each refer to a region that allows
either another area region or a service region to be cre-
ated as a lower layer thereunder.
[0004] Each area region is defined by area definition
information stored in the memory area of the IC card.
When such area definition information is written to the
memory area of the IC card, a corresponding area region
is crated in the memory area.
[0005] The area definition information is information
which includes an area range indicating the range of the
corresponding area region found in the memory area, an
area code for uniquely identifying the area region, an
area key for creating an authentication key used for au-
thentication purposes upon access to the area region, a
key version of the area key, and an allocation size indi-
cating the size allocated to the area region.
[0006] The service region refers to a memory area that
stores user data (e.g., electronic money) necessary for
offering the user of the IC card a predetermined service
(e.g., payment by electronic money). The service region
is defined by service definition information stored in the
memory area of the IC card. When such service definition
information is written to the memory area of the IC card,
a corresponding service region is created in the memory
area.
[0007] The service definition information is information
which includes a service code for uniquely identifying the
corresponding service area (found in the memory area),
a service key for generating an authentication key used
for authentication purposes upon access to the service
region, a key version of the service key, and an allocation
size indicating the size allocated to the service region.
[0008] The user may have the user data stored in the
service region S11 of the IC card (in which the service
region S11 was created by the initial registration process)
for a read or a write operation by holding the IC card over
a reader/writer or like equipment offering the service in
question. More specifically, if the IC card is utilized as
part of an electronic money system, the user may get the
IC card charged with prepaid money or have the pur-
chase price of a product deducted from the prepaid mon-

ey.
[0009] It might happen that the user wants to receive
a new service using the same IC card. For example, the
user may wish to add an electronic money service or a
commuter ticket service to the IC card currently used as
an identification card. If that is the case, regions corre-
sponding to the newly added service need to be created
anew in the memory area of the IC card.
[0010] In that case, as shown in FIG. 1, an additional
registration process is carried out in a manner creating
an area region A2 as a lower layer under the previously
created area region A0, an area region A21 under the
area region A2, and a service region S211 under the area
region A21.
[0011] While the additional registration process is un-
derway, the ongoing process might be stopped halfway
illustratively because of a disruption of power supply to
the IC card. In particular, if the IC card is a so-called
noncontact type IC card powered by electromagnetic
waves coming from a reader/writer, there is a higher pos-
sibility that power supply can be disrupted than if the IC
card is a contact type IC card powered via a connection
terminal, whereby the additional registration process
tends to be stopped.
[0012] If the additional registration process is stopped
halfway, it might happen that some regions have yet to
be created while others have already been created. For
example, the area region A2 may have been created but
the area regions A21 and service region S211 thereunder
have yet to be created.
[0013] Usually, if the initial registration process is
stopped halfway illustratively because of a disruption of
power supply to the IC card, the memory area of the IC
card is initialized back to the state prior to the additional
registration process. The initial registration process is
then carried out again.
[0014] Similarly, if the additional registration process
is stopped halfway, the memory area of the IC card may
conceivably be initialized back to the state prior to the
additional registration process (i.e., a state in which the
area regions A0 and A1 as well as the service region S11
are registered) as in the case of the initial registration
process. Then the additional registration process may be
carried out again.
[0015] However, if the memory area of the IC card were
initialized, not only the regions already created during
the additional registration process (e.g., area region A2)
but also the area regions A0 and A1 as well as the service
region S11 create during the initial registration process
would be deleted.
[0016] In the case of the IC chip mounted on a mobile
phone (i.e., an IC chip offering functions equivalent to
those of the above-described IC card), there exists a par-
ticular region registration method. According to this meth-
od, when new area regions A2 and A21 as well as a
service region S211 are to be added to the IC chip, the
area definition information and service definition informa-
tion associated with these regions are all saved tempo-
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rarily into a volatile memory of the mobile phone so that
the saved information will later be moved altogether from
the volatile memory into the memory area of the chip for
registration.
[0017] There also exist techniques whereby, immedi-
ately before the additional registration process is stopped
halfway, the regions about to be created in the memory
area of the IC card are compared with the regions already
created therein. According to the techniques, the result
of the comparison is used as the basis for determining
which regions were stopped halfway in their creation dur-
ing the additional registration process. One such deter-
mination technique is disclosed illustratively in Japanese
Patent Laid-open No. 2005-242553.
[0018] According to the existing region registration
method, if the power supply is disrupted, the area defi-
nition information and service definition information
saved temporarily in the volatile memory are deleted and
the state in effect before the region registration method
was performed (i.e., a state in which the area regions A0
and A1 as well as the service region S11 are registered)
is restored. Thus there is no need to initialize the memory
area of the IC card.
[0019] However, according to the existing region reg-
istration method, a large amount of hardware resources
(especially the volatile memory) is needed for the proc-
ess. Compared with the IC chip mounted on the mobile
terminal, the IC cared has only a limited amount of avail-
able volatile memory capacity. That means the adoption
of the existing region registration method for the IC card
is not a practical option.
[0020] Also, according to the existing determination
technique, it is possible to determine where the ongoing
additional registration process was stopped halfway so
that the process would be resumed where it was halted.
However, the technique has the disadvantage of having
to perform a different kind of processing depending on
where the additional registration process was stopped
halfway.
[0021] Various respective aspects and features of the
invention are defined in the appended claims. Combina-
tions of features from the dependent claims may be com-
bined with features of the independent claims as appro-
priate and not merely as explicitly set out in the claims.
[0022] The approach described herein has been made
in view of the above circumstances and provides ar-
rangements whereby the regions about to be created but
missed in a memory through a halfway-stopped addition-
al registration process are recovered using the same
steps as those of the additional registration process re-
gardless of where the additional registration process was
stopped halfway.
[0023] In one embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided an information processing apparatus or
a program including the steps of causing a computer to
function as the information processing apparatus. The
information processing apparatus includes: a storage
block configured to store a first region as part of a layer

structure; an execution block configured such that in re-
sponse to a designation command transmitted by a com-
munication apparatus to designate the creation of a sec-
ond region as a lower layer of the first region, the execu-
tion block performs a region creation process for creating
the second region as the lower layer of the first region;
and a transmission block configured such that if the re-
gion creation process is stopped, then the transmission
block transmits to the communication apparatus first in-
formation indicating whether or not the second region is
already created, in response to a request from the com-
munication apparatus; wherein, upon receipt of the des-
ignation command transmitted by the communication ap-
paratus in response to the transmitted first information
indicating that the second region is not created, the ex-
ecution block performs the region creation process re-
gardless of the stopped state of the region creation proc-
ess.
[0024] In one embodiment, if the second region is de-
termined to be created already, then the transmission
block may transmit second information in response to a
request from the communication apparatus, the second
information indicating whether or not region information
about the second region matches the region information
designated by the communication apparatus; and, upon
receipt of the designation command from the communi-
cation apparatus in response to the transmission of the
first information indicating that the second region is al-
ready created and of the second information indicating
that the two kinds of region information match one an-
other, the execution block may perform the region crea-
tion process regardless of the stopped state of the region
creation process.
[0025] In one embodiment, the transmission block may
transmit the second information indicating whether or not
the two kinds of region information match one another at
least in terms of a key to the already created second
region, a key version of the key, or an allocation size
denoting the storage capacity of the already created sec-
ond region.
[0026] In one embodiment, if the region creation proc-
ess is performed to create a plurality of the second re-
gions in the layer structure, then the transmission block
may transmit the first information indicating whether or
not the lowest of the plurality of second regions in the
layer structure is already created, in response to a re-
quest from the communication apparatus.
[0027] In one embodiment, the execution block may
perform mutual authentication with the communication
apparatus based on a key to the first region, before car-
rying out the region creation process.
[0028] According to one embodiment of the present
invention, in response to the designation command trans-
mitted by the communication apparatus to designate the
creation of the second region as a lower layer of the first
region, the region creation process is performed to create
the second region as the lower layer of the first region.
If the region creation process is stopped, then first infor-
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mation is transmitted to the communication apparatus
indicating whether or not the second region is already
created, in response to the request from the communi-
cation apparatus. Upon receipt of the designation com-
mand transmitted by the communication apparatus in re-
sponse to the transmitted first information indicating that
the second region is not created, the region creation proc-
ess is performed regardless of the stopped state of the
process.
[0029] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a communication ap-
paratus or a program including the steps of causing a
computer to function as the communication apparatus.
The communication apparatus includes: a transmission
block configured to transmit a designation command for
designating the creation of a second region as a lower
layer of a first region as part of a layer structure stored
in a memory of an information processing apparatus; a
request block configured to request the transmission of
first information indicating whether or not the second re-
gion is already created if a region creation process per-
formed by the information processing apparatus in re-
sponse to the designation command to create the second
region as the lower layer of the first region is stopped; a
reception block configured to receive the first information
transmitted in response to the request from the request
block; and a determination block configured to determine
whether or not the second region is already created
based on the received first information; wherein the trans-
mission block again transmits the designation command
if the second region is not determined to be created.
[0030] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, the designation command is transmit-
ted to designate the creation of the second region as the
lower layer of the first region as part of the layer structure
stored in the memory of the information processing ap-
paratus. A request is then made to request the transmis-
sion of the first information indicating whether or not the
second region is already created if the region creation
process performed by the information processing appa-
ratus in response to the designation command to create
the second region as the lower layer of the first region is
stopped. The first information is received, which was
transmitted in response to the request for the transmis-
sion of that information. A determination is then made to
determine whether or not the second region is already
created based on the received first information. The des-
ignation command is transmitted if the second region is
not determined to be created.
[0031] According to the approach described herein,
the regions yet to be registered can be recovered in the
same steps as those of an additional registration process
regardless of the stopped state of that additional regis-
tration process.
[0032] One embodiment of the invention relates to an
information processing apparatus, a communication ap-
paratus, and a program for carrying out an additional reg-
istration process whereby a new region is additionally

registered (created) on a memory of the information
processing apparatus in accordance with instructions
from the communication apparatus.
[0033] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings,
throughout which like parts are referred to by like refer-
ences, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a layer structure
of area regions and service regions;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a typical config-
uration of a communication system according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a typical structure
of a reader/writer;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a typical structure
of an IC card;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart explanatory of an additional reg-
istration process;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart explanatory of a recovery reg-
istration process;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart explanatory of a creation des-
ignation process; and
FIG. 8 is a flowchart explanatory of a creation proc-
ess.

[0034] Various embodiments of the present invention
will now be described under the following headings:

1. First embodiment (which creates again all regions
of which the creation was designated by an addition-
al registration process); and
2. Variations.

<1. First embodiment>

[Typical configuration of the communication system 1]

[0035] FIG. 2 shows a typical configuration of a com-
munication system 1 in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. The communication system 1
is made up of a reader/writer 31 and a noncontact IC
card 32 (simply called the IC card 32 hereunder where
appropriate). Noncontact proximity wireless communica-
tion is carried out between the reader/writer 31 and the
IC card 32. In response to a command from the reader/
writer, the IC card 32 performs an additional registration
process for adding new memory regions.
[0036] If the additional registration process is stopped
halfway, the reader/writer 31 performs a creation desig-
nation process for designating the recovery (i.e., crea-
tion) of a region or regions to be added anew in the ad-
ditional registration process regardless of the halfway-
stopped state of the additional registration process.
[0037] In keeping with the creation designation proc-
ess performed by the reader/writer 31, the IC card 32
carries out a creation process for recovering the regions
to be added anew in the additional registration process.
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[0038] The additional registration process, creation
designation process, and creation process will be de-
scribed later in reference to the flowcharts of FIGS. 5, 7
and 8, respectively.

[Typical structure of the reader/writer 31]

[0039] FIG. 3 shows a typical structure of the reader/
writer 31. The reader/writer 31 is made up of an antenna
61, a demodulation block 62, an SPU (signal processing
unit) 63, a modulation block 64, an oscillation circuit 65,
a bus 66, a CPU (central processing unit) 67, a RAM
(random access memory) 68, a ROM (read only memory)
69, and a storage block 70. The SPU 63, CPU 67, RAM
68, ROM 69, and storage block 70 are interconnected
by the bus 66.
[0040] The antenna 61 transmits a modulated signal
coming from the modulation block 64 through noncontact
proximity wireless communication. Also, the antenna 61
receives a modulated signal in the form of electromag-
netic waves from another apparatus (e.g., IC card 32)
and forwards the received signal to the demodulation
block 62.
[0041] The demodulation block 62 demodulates the
modulated signal coming from the antenna 61, and feeds
a command or other data acquired from the demodulation
to the SPU 63. The SPU 63 encodes the command or
other data supplied from the CPU 67 via the bus 66 and
outputs the encoded data to the modulation block 64.
Further, the SPU 63 decodes the command or other data
coming from the demodulation block 62 and feeds the
decoded data to the CPU 67.
[0042] The modulation block 64 modulates a carrier
(i.e., through ASK modulation) fed from the oscillation
circuit 65 using the command or the like from the SPU
63, and sends the modulated signal thus acquired to the
antenna 61. The oscillation circuit 65 generates a carrier
of a predetermined frequency and feeds the generated
carrier to the modulation block 64.
[0043] The CPU 67 performs the creation designation
process (to be discussed later in reference to FIG. 7) by
loading a suitable program from the ROM 69 or storage
block 70 into the RAM 68 for execution. The programs
carried out by the CPU 67 may be updated.
[0044] While the CPU 67 is performing diverse proc-
esses, the RAM 68 temporarily accommodates halfway
data that may occur during the processing. The ROM 69
stores various programs and data to be used by the CPU
67 for carrying out its processes.
[0045] The storage block 70 is composed of a so-called
nonvolatile storage medium which is rewritable and
which retains its recorded content when power is re-
moved. Typically, the storage block 70 is constituted by
a hard disk, a flash memory, an EEPROM (electrically
erasable programmable read only memory), an MRAM
(magneto-resistive random access memory), or a FeR-
AM (ferroelectric random access memory).
[0046] Also, in the predetermined region (e.g., area

region) stored in the IC card 32, the storage block 70
stores keys (e.g., an area key) for generating an authen-
tication key used for authentication upon creation of a
new memory region.

[Typical structure of the IC card 32]

[0047] FIG. 4 shows a typical structure of the IC card
32. The IC card 32 is made up of an antenna 91, a de-
modulation block 92, an SPU 93, a load modulation block
94, a bus 95, a CPU 96, a RAM 97, a ROM 98, and a
storage block 99. The SPU 93, CPU 96, RAM 97, ROM
98, and storage block 99 are interconnected by the bus
95.
[0048] The antenna 91 receives a modulated signal
sent from another apparatus (e.g., reader/writer 31) and
forwards the received signal to the demodulation block
92. Also, through noncontact proximity wireless commu-
nication, the antenna 91 transmits the modulated signal
coming from the load modulation block 94.
[0049] The demodulation block 92 demodulates the
modulated signal from the antenna 91, and forwards the
command or other data acquired from the demodulation
to the SPU 93. The SPU 93 decodes the command or
other data coming from the demodulation block 92 and
feeds the decoded data to the CPU 96 via the bus 95.
Also, the SPU 93 encodes the command or other data
supplied from the CPU 96 via the bus 95 and forwards
the encoded data to the load modulation block 94. The
load modulation block 94 gets the command or other data
from the SPU 93 modulated by load in keeping with elec-
tromagnetic waves coming from another apparatus, and
sends the load-modulated data to the antenna 91.
[0050] The CPU 96 performs the creation process (to
be discussed later in reference to FIG. 8) by loading a
relevant program from the ROM 98 or storage block 99
into the RAM 97 for execution.
[0051] While the CPU 96 is performing diverse proc-
esses, the RAM 97 temporarily accommodates halfway
data that may occur during the processing. The ROM 98
stores various programs and data to be used by the CPU
96 for carrying out its processes.
[0052] The storage block 99 is composed of a so-called
nonvolatile storage medium such as an EEPROM. The
storage block 99 stores the data designated by the CPU
96 for write operations, the programs used by the CPU
96 for performing diverse processing, and other data.
[0053] Also, the storage block 99 accommodates area
definition information that defines area regions and serv-
ice definition information that defines service regions.
Writing these kinds of information to the storage area of
the storage block 99 creates the area regions defined by
the area definition information and the service regions
defined by the service definition information, as illustrated
in FIG. 1.
[0054] The area definition information refers to infor-
mation which includes an area range indicating the range
of the corresponding area region, an area code for
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uniquely identifying the area region in question, an area
key for creating an authentication key used for authenti-
cation purposes upon access to the area region, a key
version of the area key, and an allocation size indicating
the size allocated to the area region.
[0055] The service definition information refers to in-
formation which includes a service code for uniquely
identifying the corresponding service area (found in the
memory area), a service key for generating an authenti-
cation key used for authentication purposes upon access
to the service region, a key version of the service key,
and an allocation size indicating the size allocated to the
service region.

[Explanation of how the additional registration process 
is carried out]

[0056] Described below in reference to the flowchart
of FIG. 5 is the additional registration process performed
by the IC card 32 in response to a command from the
reader/writer 31. This process is started illustratively
when the user holds the IC card 32 over the reader/writer
31.
[0057] In step S1 of FIG. 5, the CPU 96 of the IC card
32 receives a polling command from the reader/writer 31
through noncontact proximity wireless communication
(via the antenna 91, demodulation block 92, SPU 93, and
bus 95). Upon receipt of the polling command, the CPU
96 transmits a response thereto through noncontact
proximity wireless communication (via the bus 95, SPU
93, load modulation block 94, and antenna 91).
[0058] In turn, upon receiving the response from the
CPU 96, the reader/writer 31 transmits a verification com-
mand designating the service code of the service region
S211.
[0059] In step S2, the CPU 96 receives the verification
command from the reader/writer 31. The CPU 96 pro-
ceeds to determine (i.e., verify) whether the service code
designated by the received verification command has al-
ready been registered (created) in the memory area of
the storage block 99.
[0060] If in step S3 the CPU 96 determines that the
service code designated by the verification command has
yet to be registered in the memory area of the storage
block 99, i.e., that the service area S211 has yet to be
created, then the CPU 96 concludes that the area regions
A21 and A2 which should exist as upper layers of the
service region S211 have yet to be created. In this case,
control is passed on to step S4.
[0061] In step S4, the CPU 96 transmits a response to
the verification command, indicating that the service re-
gion S211 has yet to be created.
[0062] In step S5, the CPU 96 performs mutual au-
thentication with the reader/writer 32 that operates as
follows: illustratively, after receiving the response from
the CPU 96 in step S4, the reader/writer 32 creates an
authentication key for use in an authentication process
to be effected to create regions on the lower layer of the

area region A0 based on a preinstalled area key to the
area region A0. Using the authentication key thus creat-
ed, the reader/writer 32 executes mutual authentication
with the CPU 96.
[0063] Following the authentication process per-
formed by the reader/writer 32, the CPU 96 creates an
authentication key based on the area key to the area
region A0 stored in the storage block 99. Using the au-
thentication key thus created, the CPU 96 carries out
mutual authentication with the reader/writer 32.
[0064] In the manner described above, mutual authen-
tication is accomplished between the reader/writer 32
and the IC card 32 (CPU 96). Thereafter, the reader/
writer 32 transmits an A2 designation command desig-
nating the creation of the area region A2.
[0065] In step S6, based on the A2 designation com-
mand coming from the reader/writer 32, the CPU 96
writes area definition information about the area region
A2 to the memory area of the storage block 99 (so as to
create the area region A2), and transmits a response to
the A2 designation command. In turn, upon receiving the
response from the CPU 96, the reader/writer 32 transmits
an A21 designation command designating the creation
of the area region A21.
[0066] In step S7, based on the A21 designation com-
mand coming from the reader/writer 32, the CPU 96
writes area definition information about the area region
A21 to the memory area of the internal memory (so as
to create the area region A21), and transmits a response
to the A21 designation command. Upon receipt of the
response from the CPU 96, the reader/writer 32 transmits
an S211 designation command designating the creation
of the service region S211.
[0067] In step S8, based on the S211 designation com-
mand from the reader/writer 32, the CPU 96 writes serv-
ice definition information about the service region S211
to the memory area of the storage block 99 (so as to
create the service region S211), and transmits a re-
sponse to the S211 designation command.
[0068] If in step S3 the CPU 96 determines that the
service code designated by the verification command has
already been registered in the memory area of the stor-
age block 99, i.e., that the service region S211 has al-
ready been created, then the CPU 96 concludes that the
area regions A21 and A2 that should exist as upper layers
of the service region S211 have already been created.
In this case, control is passed on to step S9.
[0069] In step S9, the CPU 96 transmits a response to
the verification command, indicating that the service re-
gion S211 has already been created. This completes the
additional registration process.

[Explanation of how the recovery registration process is 
carried out]

[0070] If the additional registration process is stopped
halfway within the communication system 1, a recovery
registration process is carried out to recover (i.e., create)
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the regions yet to be created by the additional registration
process (specifically, a creation designation process is
performed by the reader/writer 31 and a creation process
by the IC card 32).
[0071] Conceivably, there is another recovery regis-
tration process that recovers (i.e., creates) only the re-
gions yet to be created in accordance with the halfway-
stopped state of the additional registration process. Al-
though this recovery registration process is not per-
formed by the communication system 1, this process will
be explained below as a process that contrasts with the
process actually carried out by the communication sys-
tem 1.
[0072] FIG. 6 is a flowchart explanatory of the recover
registration process. The entity that performs the recover
registration process in FIG. 6 is simply assumed to be
an IC card, and the entity that causes the IC card to ex-
ecute the recovery registration process is simply as-
sumed to be a reader/writer.
[0073] The recovery registration process is started il-
lustratively when the user holds the IC card over the read-
er/writer after the additional registration process is
stopped halfway. At this point, the reader/writer transmits
a polling command.
[0074] In step S71, the IC card receives the polling
command from the reader/writer through noncontact
proximity wireless communication. The IC card transmits
a response to the received polling command through
noncontact proximity wireless communication.
[0075] In step S72, the IC card transmits a response
to a verification command coming from the reader/writer.
Illustratively, upon receipt of the verification command
designating the area code of the area region A2 from the
reader/writer, the IC card determines whether the area
code designated by the verification command has al-
ready been created in the memory area of the IC card.
The IC card proceeds to transmit the result of the deter-
mination as its response.
[0076] Upon receiving a verification command desig-
nating the area code of the area region A21 from the
reader/writer, the IC card determines whether the area
code designated by the verification command has al-
ready been created in the memory area of the IC card.
The IC card then transmits the result of the determination
as its response.
[0077] Upon receiving a verification command desig-
nating the service code of the service region A211 from
the reader/writer, the IC card determines whether the
service code designated by the verification command has
already been created in the memory area of the IC card.
The IC card then transmits the result of the determination
as its response.
[0078] In step S73, the IC card performs mutual au-
thentication with the reader/writer in keeping with the
transmitted response to the verification command. Illus-
tratively, if the IC card has transmitted the response in-
dicating that the area region A2 does not exist, then the
IC card creates an authentication key 1 for authentication

purposes based on the area key included in the area
definition information about the area region A0 stored in
the memory area of the IC card.
[0079] The IC card then carries out mutual authentica-
tion with the reader writer using the authentication key 1
thus created. This enables the IC card to create the area
regions A2 and A21 as well as the service region S211
as the lower layers of the area region A0 in response to
a designation command coming from the reader/writer
to designate the creation of these regions.
[0080] Illustratively, if the IC card has transmitted the
response indicating that the area region A2 exists but the
area region A21 does not, the IC card creates an authen-
tication key 2 for authentication purposes based on the
area key included in the area definition information about
the area region A2 stored in the memory area of the IC
card.
[0081] The IC card then carries out mutual authentica-
tion with the reader writer using the authentication key 2
thus created. This enables the IC card to create the area
region A21 and service area S211 as the lower layers of
the area region A2 in response to a designation command
coming from the reader/writer.
[0082] Furthermore, if the IC card has transmitted the
response indicating that the area regions A2 and A21
exist but the service region S211 does not, the IC card
creates an authentication key 3 for authentication pur-
poses based on the area key included in the area defi-
nition information about the area region A21 stored in the
memory area of the IC card.
[0083] The IC card then carries out mutual authentica-
tion with the reader writer using the authentication key 3
thus created. This enables the IC card to create the serv-
ice area S211 as the lower layer of the area region A21
in response to a designation command coming from the
reader/writer.
[0084] If in step S74 the IC card has performed mutual
authentication with the reader/writer using the authenti-
cation key 1, then control is passed on to step S75.
[0085] In step S75, the IC card writes area definition
information about the area region A2 to the memory area
of the IC card based on an A2 designation command
from the reader/writer (so as to create the area region
A2). The IC card then transmits its response to the A2
designation command, and control is passed on to step
S76.
[0086] In step S76, based on an A21 designation com-
mand coming from the reader/writer, the IC card writes
area definition information about the area A21 to the
memory area of the IC card (so as to create the area
region A21). The IC card then transmits its response to
the A21 designation command, and control is passed on
to step S77.
[0087] In step S77, based on an S211 designation
command from the reader/writer, the IC card writes serv-
ice definition information about the service region S211
to the memory area of the IC card (so as to create the
service region S211). The IC card then transmits its re-
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sponse to the S211 designation command, and termi-
nates the process.
[0088] If in step S74 the IC card has not performed
mutual authentication with the reader/writer using the au-
thentication key 1, then control is passed on to step S78.
[0089] If in step S78 the IC card has performed mutual
authentication with the reader/writer using the authenti-
cation key 2, then control is passed on to step S79.
[0090] In step S79, as in step S76, the IC card writes
the area definition information about the area region A21
to the memory area of the IC card based on the A21
designation command coming from the reader/writer.
The IC card then transmits its response to the A21 des-
ignation command, and control is passed on to step S80.
[0091] In step S80, as in step S77, the IC card writes
the service definition information about the service region
S211 to the memory area of the IC card based on the
S211 designation command coming from the reader/writ-
er. The IC card transmits its response to the S211 des-
ignation command, and terminates the process.
[0092] If in step S78 the IC card has not performed
mutual authentication with the reader/writer using the au-
thentication key 2, then control is passed on to step S81.
If in step S81 the IC card has performed mutual authen-
tication with the reader/writer using the authentication
key 3, then control is passed on to step 582.
[0093] In step S82, as in step S77, the IC card writes
the service definition information about the service region
S211 to the memory area of the IC card based on the
S211 designation command coming from the reader/writ-
er. The IC card proceeds to transmit its response to the
S211 designation command.
[0094] If in step S81 the IC card has not performed
mutual authentication with the reader/writer using the au-
thentication key 3, then the process is terminated. After
the above-described steps have been carried out, the
recovery registration process is brought to an end.
[0095] As discussed above, when the additional reg-
istration process is stopped halfway, the recovery regis-
tration process is carried out in a manner reflecting the
halfway-stopped state of the additional registration proc-
ess; the regions yet to be created are recovered using
the procedure ranging from step S75 to S77, the proce-
dure of steps S79 and 880, or the procedure of step S82.
[0096] However, the recovery registration process is
complicated because the regions yet to be created are
recovered by the different procedures in a manner cor-
responding to the halfway-stopped state of the additional
registration process. By contrast, the communication
system 1 is arranged to recover the regions yet to be
created by the additional registration process using the
same steps as steps S5 through S8 of the additional reg-
istration process regardless of the halfway-stopped state
of this process.

[Explanation of how the creation designation process is 
carried out]

[0097] FIG. 7 is a flowchart explanatory of details of
the creation designation process performed by the read-
er/writer 31 when the additional registration process is
stopped halfway, the reader/writer 31 giving the IC card
32 instructions to recover the regions yet to be created.
[0098] In step S111, the CPU 67 generates a polling
command and transmits the generated command
through noncontact proximity wireless communication
(via the bus 66, SPU 63, modulation block 64, and an-
tenna 61). Upon receipt of a response illustratively from
the IC card 32 to the polling command (via the antenna
62, demodulation block 62, SPU 63, and bus 66), the
CPU 67 goes to step S112.
[0099] In step S112, the CPU 67 generates and trans-
mits a verification command designating the service code
of the service region S211 whose creation is to be des-
ignated in step S117, to be discussed later. Upon receipt
from the IC card 32 of a response indicating that the serv-
ice code designated by the verification command exists,
the CPU 67 generates and transmits a verification com-
mand designating the service key, key version, and al-
location size of the service region S211 whose creation
is to be designated in step S117, to be described later.
[0100] In step S113, the CPU 67 receives the response
sent from the IC card 32. Based on the received re-
sponse, the CPU 67 determines whether or not to des-
ignate the creation of the area regions A2 and A21 and
of the service region S211 by carrying out steps s114
through S117.
[0101] Illustratively, if the CPU 67 receives the re-
sponse indicating that the service code designated by
the verification command does not exist in the memory
area of the IC card 32, or if the response received by the
CPU 67 indicates that the service key, key version, and
allocation size besides the service code designated by
the verification command match the corresponding en-
tries in the memory, then control is passed from step
S113 to step S114. Otherwise the creation designation
process is brought to an end.
[0102] In step S114, the CPU 67 creates a verification
key 1 based on the area key to the area region A0 stored
beforehand in the storage block 70, and performs mutual
authentication with the IC card 32 using the authentica-
tion key 1 thus created. This enables the reader/writer
31 to create the area regions A2 and A21 as well as the
service region S211 as the lower layers of the area region
A0 in the IC card 32.
[0103] In step S115, the CPU 67 creates and transmits
an A2 designation command designating the creation of
the area region A2. Upon receipt from the IC card 32 of
a response indicating that the area region A2 has been
successfully created, the CPU 67 goes to step S116.
[0104] In step S116, the CPU 67 creates and transmits
an A21 designation command designating the creation
of the area region A21. Upon receipt from the IC card 32

13 14 



EP 2 336 987 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

of a response indicating that the area region A21 has
been successfully created, the CPU 67 goes to step
S117.
[0105] In step S117, the CPU 67 creates and transmits
an S211 designation command designating the creation
of the service region S211. Upon receipt from the IC card
32 of a response indicating that the service region S211
has been successfully created, the CPU 67 terminates
the creation designation process.

[Explanation of how the creation process is carried out]

[0106] FIG. 8 is a flowchart explanatory of details of
the creation process performed by the IC card 32 in re-
sponse to commands coming from the reader/writer 31.
Step S141 is carried out in the same manner as step S71
of the recovery registration process. In step S142, the
CPU 96 receives from the reader/writer 31 a verification
command designating the service code of the service
region S211.
[0107] The CPU 96 proceeds to determine whether
the service code designated by the received verification
command has already been registered in the storage
block 99. If the CPU 96 receives from the reader/writer
31 a verification command designating a service key, a
key version, and an allocation size, then the CPU 96 de-
termines whether the designated service key, key ver-
sion, and allocation size match respectively the service
key, key version, and allocation size of the service region
S211 stored in the memory area of the storage block 99.
[0108] In step S143, the CPU 96 determines whether
or not the service code of the service region S211 has
already been registered in the memory area of the stor-
age block 99, based on the result of the determination in
step S142. If the service code of the service region S211
has yet to be registered in the memory area of the storage
block 99, then the CPU 96 goes to step S147. The CPU
96 transmits the result of the determination as its re-
sponse.
[0109] If in step S143 the CPU 96 determines that the
service code of the service region S211 has already been
registered in the memory area of the storage block 99,
based on the result of the determination in step S142,
then the CPU 96 goes to step S144.
[0110] In step S144, the CPU 96 determines whether
or not the designated service key matches the registered
service key based on the result of the determination in
step S142. If the two keys are determined to match one
another, then control is passed on to step S145. In step
S145, the CPU 96 determines whether the designated
key version matches the registered key version based
on the result of the determination in step S142. If the two
key versions are determined to match one another, then
control is passed on to step S146. In step S146, the CPU
96 determines whether the designated allocation size
matches the registered allocation size based on the result
of the determination in step S142. If the two allocation
sizes are determined to match one another, then control

is passed on to step S147.
[0111] In step S147, the CPU 96 transmits a response
to the verification command designating the service
code, the response indicating that the service code has
already been registered. The CPU 96 also transmits a
response to the verification command designating the
service key, key version, and allocation size, the re-
sponse indicating that the service key, key version, and
allocation size match those already registered.
[0112] In step S148, the CPU 96 creates an authenti-
cation key 1 based on the area key to the area region A0
stored beforehand in the storage block 99, and performs
mutual authentication with the IC card 32 using the au-
thentication key 1 thus created. This enables the CPU
96 to create the area regions A2 and A21 as well as the
service region S211 as the lower layers of the area region
A0 in response to commands from the reader/writer 31.
[0113] Steps S149 through S151 are carried out in the
same manner as steps S75 through S77 of the recovery
registration process.
[0114] Control is passed on to step S152 if it is deter-
mined in step S144 that the designated service key does
not match the registered service key, if in step S145 the
designated key version does not match the registered
key version, or if in step S146 the designated allocation
size does not match the registered allocation size.
[0115] In step S152, the CPU 96 establishes as its re-
sponse an error code indicating that one of the service
key, key version, and allocation size does not match the
corresponding entry, and transmits the response thus
established. This brings the creation process to an end.
[0116] In the creation designation process, as de-
scribed above, the reader/writer 31 can designate the IC
card 32 to recover the regions yet to be created by the
additional registration process using the same steps as
steps S5 through S8 of the additional registration process
regardless of the halfway-stopped state of this process.
[0117] Thus in the creation process, the IC card 32 can
recover the regions yet to be created by the additional
registration process using the same steps (i.e., steps
S148 through S151) as steps S5 through S8 of the ad-
ditional registration process regardless of the halfway-
stopped state of this process.
[0118] In the creation process, mutual authentication
is performed in step S148 using only one authentication
key 1 regardless of the halfway-stopped state of the ad-
ditional registration process. Because only the area key
to the area region A0 is used to generate the authenti-
cation key 1 for use in mutual authentication between the
reader/writer 31 and the IC card 32, it is easy to manage
the keys for generating authentication keys.
[0119] Also in the creation process, steps S149
through S151 will not be carried out if it is determined
that the service region S211 (i.e., its service code) has
already been created and that the service key, key ver-
sion, and allocation size of the already-created service
region S211 do not match those to be created in steps
S149 through S151. This protects the already-created
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service region S211 against erasure by overwriting when
that service region S211 differs from a service region
S211 to be created in steps S149 through S151.
[0120] In the creation process discussed above, it was
shown that if the service region S211 (i.e., its service
code) has already been created, then a determination is
made to determine whether or not the service key, key
version, and allocation size of the already-created serv-
ice region S211 match those to be created in steps S149
through S151. However, the targets to be determined for
a match are not limited to those described above.
[0121] That is, at least one of the service key, key ver-
sion, and allocation size may be regarded as the target
to be determined for a match. When the target is found
to match, the corresponding step among steps S149
through S151 may be carried out.

<2. Variations>

[0122] According to the above-described embodiment
of the present invention, the creation designation process
and creation process are arranged to recover the mem-
ory regions yet to be created by the halfway-stopped ad-
ditional registration process. However, other approaches
can be used.
[0123] For example, the creation designation process
and creation process may be used for adding new mem-
ory regions and, if the steps to create the new regions
are stopped halfway, for recovering the regions yet to be
added by the halfway-stopped steps. In this case, the
regions yet to be created can be recovered using the
same steps to add the new memory regions. This makes
it possible for many businesses offering new services to
add their offerings (i.e., new memory regions) to the IC
card 32 in a relatively easy manner.
[0124] Also according to the embodiment discussed
above, the area regions A2 and A21 as well as the service
region S211 are additionally created as the lower layers
of the area region A0. Alternatively, the regions to be
created anew may be any kind of regions.
[0125] Illustratively, the approach described herein
can be applied to a case in which, besides the area re-
gions A2 and A21 and the service region S211, a service
region S212 is to be created anew on the same layer as
the service region S211 (i.e., the immediately lower layer
to the area region A21).
[0126] Where a plurality of memory regions exist on
the lowest layer level, a determination may be made on
each of these regions to determine whether the region
in question has already been created in steps S143
through S146 of the creation process. Steps S148
through S151 may then be carried out in keeping with
the result of the determination.
[0127] According to the above-described embodiment
of the invention, the communication system 1 is made
up of the reader/writer 31 and the noncontact IC card 32.
Alternatively, the noncontact IC card 32 may be replaced
by so-called contact type IC cards.

[0128] As used herein, the term "system" may refer to
a single device or to an overall configuration made up of
a plurality of component devices.
[0129] The steps described herein for the programs of
interest represent not only the processes that are to be
carried out in the depicted sequence (i.e., on a time series
basis) but also processes that may be performed partly
or fully in parallel or individually and not necessarily
chronologically.
[0130] In so far as the embodiments of the invention
described above are implemented, at least in part, using
software-controlled data processing apparatus, it will be
appreciated that a computer program providing such soft-
ware control and a transmission, storage or other medi-
um by which such a computer program is provided are
envisaged as aspects of the present invention.
[0131] It should be understood by those skilled in the
art that various modifications, combinations, subcombi-
nations and alterations may occur depending on design
requirements and other factor in so far as they are within
the scope of the appended claims or the equivalents
thereof.

Claims

1. An information processing apparatus comprising:

storage means for storing a first region as part
of a layer structure;
execution means for performing, in response to
a designation command transmitted by a com-
munication apparatus to designate the creation
of a second region as a lower layer of said first
region, a region creation process for creating
said second region as the lower layer of said
first region; and
transmission means for transmitting, if said re-
gion creation process is stopped, first informa-
tion indicating whether or not said second region
is already created to said communication appa-
ratus, in response to a request from said com-
munication apparatus;
wherein, upon receipt of said designation com-
mand transmitted by said communication appa-
ratus in response to the transmitted first infor-
mation indicating that said second region is not
created, said execution means performs the re-
gion creation process regardless of the stopped
state of said region creation process.

2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein,
if said second region is determined to be created
already, then said transmission means transmits
second information in response to a request from
said communication apparatus, said second infor-
mation indicating whether or not region information
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about said second region matches the region infor-
mation designated by said communication appara-
tus; and
upon receipt of said designation command from said
communication apparatus in response to the trans-
mission of said first information indicating that said
second region is already created and of said second
information indicating that the two kinds of region
information match one another, said execution
means performs the region creation process regard-
less of the stopped state of said region creation proc-
ess.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein said transmission means transmits
said second information indicating whether or not
said two kinds of region information match one an-
other at least in terms of a key to the already created
second region, a key version of said key, or an allo-
cation size denoting the storage capacity of the al-
ready created second region.

4. The information processing apparatus according to
any preceding claim, wherein, if said region creation
process is performed to create a plurality of said sec-
ond regions in said layer structure, then said trans-
mission means transmits said first information indi-
cating whether or not the lowest of said plurality of
second regions in said layer structure is already cre-
ated, in response to a request from said communi-
cation apparatus.

5. The information processing apparatus according to
any preceding claim, wherein said execution means
performs mutual authentication with said communi-
cation apparatus based on a key to said first region,
before carrying out said region creation process.

6. A program comprising the step of causing a compu-
ter to function as:

storage means for storing a first region as part
of a layer structure;
execution means for performing, in response to
a designation command transmitted by a com-
munication apparatus to designate the creation
of a second region as a lower layer of said first
region, a region creation process for creating
said second region as the lower layer of said
first region; and
transmission means for transmitting, if said re-
gion creation process is stopped, first informa-
tion indicating whether or not said second region
is already created to said communication appa-
ratus, in response to a request from said com-
munication apparatus;
wherein, upon receipt of said designation com-
mand transmitted by said communication appa-

ratus in response to the transmitted first infor-
mation indicating that said second region is not
created, said execution means performs the re-
gion creation process regardless of the stopped
state of said region creation process.

7. A communication apparatus comprising:

transmission means for transmitting a designa-
tion command for designating the creation of a
second region as a lower layer of a first region
as part of a layer structure stored in a memory
of an information processing apparatus;
request means for requesting the transmission
of first information indicating whether or not said
second region is already created if a region cre-
ation process performed by said information
processing apparatus in response to said des-
ignation command to create said second region
as the lower layer of said first region is stopped;
reception means for receiving said first informa-
tion transmitted in response to the request from
said request means; and
determination means for determining whether
or not said second region is already created
based on the received first information;
wherein said transmission means transmits said
designation command if said second region is
not determined to be created.

8. A program comprising the step of causing a compu-
ter to function as:

transmission means for transmitting a designa-
tion command for designating the creation of a
second region as a lower layer of a first region
as part of a layer structure stored in a memory
of an information processing apparatus;
request means for requesting the transmission
of first information indicating whether or not said
second region is already created if a region cre-
ation process performed by said information
processing apparatus in response to said des-
ignation command to create said second region
as the lower layer of said first region is stopped;
reception means for receiving said first informa-
tion transmitted in response to the request from
said request means; and
determination means for determining whether
or not said second region is already created
based on the received first information;
wherein said transmission means transmits said
designation command if said second region is
not determined to be created.

9. An information processing apparatus comprising:

a storage block configured to store a first region
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as part of a hierarchical structure;
an execution block configured such that in re-
sponse to a designation command transmitted
by a communication apparatus to designate the
creation of a second region as a lower layer of
said first region, said execution block performs
a region creation process for creating said sec-
ond region as the lower layer of said first region;
and
a transmission block configured such that if said
region creation process is stopped, then said
transmission block transmits first information in-
dicating whether or not said second region is
already created to said communication appara-
tus, in response to a request from said commu-
nication apparatus;
wherein, upon receipt of said designation com-
mand transmitted by said communication appa-
ratus in response to the transmitted first infor-
mation indicating that said second region is not
created, said execution block performs the re-
gion creation process regardless of the stopped
state of said region creation process.

10. A communication apparatus comprising:

a transmission block configured to transmit a
designation command for designating the crea-
tion of a second region as a lower layer of a first
region as part of a layer structure stored in a
memory of an information processing appara-
tus;
a request block configured to request the trans-
mission of first information indicating whether or
not said second region is already created if a
region creation process performed by said infor-
mation processing apparatus in response to
said designation command to create said sec-
ond region as the lower layer of said first region
is stopped;
a reception block configured to receive said first
information transmitted in response to the re-
quest from said request block; and
a determination block configured to determine
whether or not said second region is already cre-
ated based on the received first information;
wherein said transmission block transmits said
designation command if said second region is
not determined to be created.

11. A computer program product comprising a compu-
ter-readable storage medium containing the pro-
gram of claim 6 or claim 8.
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