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(54) DRUM TYPE WASHING MACHINE

(57) A drum type washing machine is equipped with
a shorting circuit 33 including a reactor 35 connected in
series between an AC power supply 32 and a rectifier
circuit 37; and a short-circuit control element 36 connect-
ed between one end of the reactor and one input terminal
of the rectifier circuit, in parallel with the AC power supply.
A DC voltage Vd output from the rectifier circuit 37 via
smoothing capacitors 38, 39 is applied to a first inverter
circuit 22 for controlling driving of a drum motor 7. A con-
trol portion 30 for driving the first inverter circuit generates

a short-circuit signal beginning at a zero-cross detection
point of the AC power supply voltage and conducting the
short-circuit control element at least during part of the
period of a dehydrating process. The control portion 30
then sets the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal
based on the target voltage Vt of the DC voltage Vd set
in accordance with the target rotation speed Nt of the
drum motor and the detected value of the DC voltage Vd.
It is possible to control the DC voltage Vd supplied to the
inverter circuit to be stepped up with appropriate condi-
tions in accordance with the status.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a drum type washing machine that drives a drum motor by an inverter circuit
so as to drive a rotary drum accommodating laundry at a rotation speed in accordance with each process of washing,
dehydrating, etc.

Background Art

[0002] FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate an example of a structure of a drum type washing and drying machine using a dehu-
midification drying system with a heat pump. Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a configuration of main portions
of the drum type washing machine, and FIG. 8 is an internal rear view thereof.
[0003] In this washing machine, a water tank 2 is supported in a suspended state by a suspension structure (not
shown) in a washing machine housing 1. In the water tank 2, a rotary drum 3 formed in a bottomed cylindrical shape is
supported with a rotary axis direction thereof inclined downwardly from a front side to a rear side. On a front side of the
water tank 2, a clothes inlet/outlet 4 communicating with an opening end of the rotary drum 3 is formed. By opening a
door 5 attached to an opening portion provided on an upwardly inclined surface on a front surface side of the washing
machine housing 1, laundry can be put in/taken out from the rotary drum 3 through the clothes inlet/outlet 4.
[0004] On a circumferential surface of the rotary drum 3, a number of through-holes 6 communicating with the inside
of the water tank 2 are formed, and stirring protrusions (not shown) are provided at a plurality of positions on the inner
circumferential surface. The rotary drum 3 is rotated in forward and backward directions with a drum motor 7 attached
to a rear surface side of the water tank 2. Further, a water supply conduit 8 and a water drain conduit 9 are piping-
connected to the water tank 2, and water supply and water drain are performed with respect to the water tank 2 under
the control of a water supply valve and a water drain valve (not shown).
[0005] When the door 5 is opened and laundry and a detergent are put in the rotary drum 3, and the washing machine
is started by operating an operation panel 10 provided on a front surface upper portion, for example, of the washing
machine housing 1, a predetermined amount of water is supplied to the water tank 2 through the water supply conduit
8, and the rotary drum 3 is rotated by the drum motor 7 to start a washing process. Due the rotation of the rotary drum
3, a stirring operation is repeated in which the laundry accommodated in the rotary drum 3 is lifted up in a rotation
direction by the stirring protrusions provided on an inner circumferential wall of the rotary drum 3 and falls from an
appropriate height where the laundry had been lifted up, and hence, the laundry is subjected to striking washing to be
washed.
[0006] After an elapse of a required washing time, the dirty washing liquid is drained through the water drain conduit
9, and the washing liquid contained in the laundry is removed by a dehydrating operation in which the rotary drum 3 is
rotated at a high speed. After that, water is supplied to the water tank 2 through the water supply conduit 8 to perform
a rinsing process. Even in the rinsing process, the laundry accommodated in the rotary drum 3 is repeatedly subjected
to the stirring operation in which the laundry is lifted up by the stirring protrusions and falls due to the rotation of the
rotary drum 3, and thus, rinse-washing is performed.
[0007] The drum type washing and drying machine has a function of drying the laundry accommodated in the rotary
drum 3. That is, air in the water tank 2 is discharged, dehumidified, and dried by heating, and sent back to the water
tank 2 through a circulation air sending duct 11. At some midpoint of the circulation air sending duct 11, a heat pump
composed of dehumidification means such as an evaporator 12 and heating means such as a condenser 13, and a
circulation fan 14 that is air sending means are provided. The evaporator 12 and the condenser 13 are placed in a lowest
part of the circulation air sending duct 11, forming a heat exchange portion 15 with respect to circulating air, as illustrated
in FIG. 8.
[0008] An air flow is generated in the circulation air sending duct 11 by rotating the circulation fan 14, and the air in
the rotary drum 3 accommodating the laundry is discharged through the through-holes 6 from the water tank 2 to a
circulating air introducing duct 16 that introduces the air to the circulation fan 14 side. The air is dehumidified by allowing
the evaporator 12 positioned on an upstream side of the circulation fan 14 to condense water from the air and is heated
by heat exchange with the condenser 13. Thus, high-temperature air that is always dry is obtained.
[0009] The high-temperature dried air is sent from the circulation fan 14 to an air sending duct 17 directed to the water
tank 2 to be sent to the water tank 2. The high-temperature dried air sent to the water tank 2 enters the rotary drum 3
through the through-holes 6 to pass therethrough to the water tank 2 while the laundry such as clothes is exposed
thereto, and introduced to the circulating air introducing duct 16 again. The air circulation is repeated in the circulation
air sending duct 11 as described above, and thus, a drying process is performed.
[0010] In the drying process using the circulation air sending duct 11, foreign matters such as a lint generated mainly
from the laundry such as clothes is mixed in the air circulating through the circulation air sending duct 11 and circulates.
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Such a foreign matter is likely to cause problems for carrying out the drying process, such as the clogging of the evaporator
and the condenser, the engagement with a rotary portion of the circulation fan 14, and the accumulation on an inner
surface of the circulation fan 14. Therefore, a filter 18 for removing a foreign matter in the circulating air is provided at
some midpoint of the circulation air sending duct 11.
[0011] A motor drive device of the drum type washing and drying machine with the above-mentioned configuration
uses one supply source of a DC voltage for an inverter circuit for the drum motor 7 that rotates the rotary drum 3 and
an inverter circuit that drives a compressor motor for a heat pump. Therefore, during an operation of the compressor
motor or during a dehydrating and drying operation in which a dehydrating operation and a heat pump drying operation
are performed simultaneously, there is a possibility that an AC power supply current increases to exceed a wall outlet
capacity.
[0012] Therefore, for example, Patent Document 1 discloses a control for preventing an AC power supply current from
exceeding an upper limit value of a wall outlet capacity by estimating each input or output power of the drum motor and
the compressor motor from each motor current during the dehydrating and drying operation, in which the power con-
sumption of the washing and drying machine reaches a maximum power consumption. This enables a DC voltage of
the inverter circuit to be supplied stably.
[0013] Further, Patent Document 2 discloses a motor drive circuit in which means for short-circuiting an AC power
supply via a reactor connected in series to the AC power supply is provided between a rectifier circuit for supplying a
DC voltage Vd to an inverter circuit for driving a motor and the AC power supply. The short-circuiting means performs
a short-circuiting operation during a period set by a pulse width Tw of a control signal, beginning at a predetermined
delay time Td from a zero-cross point of the AC power supply. The short-circuiting means improves a power factor by
short-circuiting a power supply once or a plurality of times in every half-period of a power supply voltage Vs, and thus,
can control the DC voltage Vd supplied to the inverter circuit to be constant while keeping the power factor of a power
supply device at a maximum value even when the power supply voltage fluctuates.

Prior Art Documents

Patent documents

[0014]

Patent Document 1: JP 2008-54811 A
Patent Document 2: JP 2004-72806 A

Disclosure of Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0015] In order to enhance the function of a washing and drying machine, there is a demand for enhancing a maximum
rotation speed from conventional 1200 mint to 1600 min-1, for example, by further speeding up the rotation of a drum
motor in a dehydrating process. In this case, considering an increase in cost and saving energy, it is desired to enable
a high-speed rotation without enlarging a motor.
[0016] However, in order to further speed up a rotation without enlarging a motor, it is necessary to increase supply
power with respect to the motor. On the other hand, an increase in supply power involves a decrease in DC voltage to
be supplied to an inverter circuit. Particularly, in a dehydrating and drying process including both a dehydrating process
and a drying process, a decrease in DC source voltage becomes very large during a parallel drive period in which a
drum motor and a compressor motor are driven simultaneously.
[0017] Further, in the drying process, it is desired to maintain a DC voltage so as to operate a circulation fan stably
even in a situation in which a DC voltage decreases along with a decrease in source voltage and an increase in output
of a compressor motor for a heat pump.
[0018] In order to avoid a decrease in DC voltage so as to maintain a DC voltage at a sufficient level and supply
sufficient power to a drum motor and the like, step-up control of a DC voltage by a step-up circuit has been considered.
However, in the case of using a step-up circuit, there is a possibility that a beat sound caused by switching may be
generated. In order to avoid this, appropriate control corresponding to each process of washing is required. The tech-
nologies disclosed by Patent Documents 1 and 2 do not satisfy such a requirement.
[0019] Thus, an object of the present invention is to provide a drum type washing machine equipped with a motor
drive device capable of stepping up a DC voltage to be supplied to an inverter circuit under appropriate conditions in
accordance with the status.
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Means for Solving Problem

[0020] In order to solve the above-mentioned problem, a drum type washing machine of the present invention includes:
a rotary drum having a rotary axis in a horizontal direction or an inclined direction; a water tank holding the rotary drum
rotatably; a drum motor rotating the rotary drum; a rectifier circuit rectifying an alternating current from an AC power
supply; a smoothing capacitor connected to an output terminal of the rectifier circuit; a first inverter circuit connected in
parallel to the smoothing capacitor, controlling driving of the drum motor; a shorting circuit having a reactor connected
in series to one end of the AC power supply and one end of the rectifier circuit and a short-circuit control element one
end of which is connected between one end of the reactor and one input terminal of the rectifier circuit and the other
end of which is connected to the other end of the AC power supply; and a control portion driving the first inverter circuit
and controlling a series of washing operations.
[0021] The control portion includes a zero-cross detecting portion that detects a zero-cross of a voltage of the AC
power supply, a rotation speed detecting portion that detects a rotation speed of the drum motor, a DC voltage detecting
portion that detects a DC voltage Vd output to both ends of the smoothing capacitor, and a short-circuit signal generating
portion that generates a short-circuit signal for conducting the short-circuit control element. The short-circuit signal
generating portion generates the short-circuit signal beginning at a zero-cross detection point of the AC power supply
voltage at least during part of a period of a dehydrating process, and sets a pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal
based on a target voltage Vt of the DC voltage Vd set in accordance with a target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor
and a detected value of the DC voltage Vd.

Effects of the Invention

[0022] According to the drum washing machine of the present invention, a short-circuit signal beginning at a zero-
cross detection point of an AC power supply is generated, and a pulse width Tw of the short-circuit is set based on a
target voltage Vt set in accordance with a target rotation speed Nt and a detected value of a DC voltage Vd. Therefore,
a DC voltage to be supplied to an inverter circuit can be stepped up under appropriate conditions in accordance with
the status.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0023]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a motor drive device of a drum type washing and drying machine in
one embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an operation at a time of short-circuit caused by a shorting circuit of the motor
drive device.
[FIG. 3A] FIG. 3A is a diagram illustrating a change in a current input to a full-wave rectifier circuit by an operation
of the shorting circuit of the motor drive device.
[FIG. 3B] FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating a current input to a full-wave rectifier circuit in the case where the shorting
circuit of the motor drive device is not operated.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a current input to a full-wave rectifier circuit with respect to input power when
a DC voltage to be output in the motor drive device varies.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a current flowing through a smoothing capacitor with respect to input power
when a DC voltage to be output in the motor drive device varies.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a setting example of a step-up operation of a DC voltage of the motor drive
device.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a structure of a drum type washing and drying machine using a
dehumidification drying system by a heat pump in a conventional example.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is an internal rear view of the drum type washing and drying machine.

Description of the Invention

[0024] A drum type washing machine of the present invention takes the following aspects based on the above-men-
tioned configuration.
[0025] Specifically, in the above-mentioned configuration, it is preferred that the drum type washing machine further
includes: a drying portion having at least a compressor, performing a drying process of introducing air in the water tank
through a circulation passage and dehumidifying and heating the air; a compressor motor driving the compressor; and
a second inverter circuit connected in parallel to the smoothing capacitor, controlling driving of the compressor motor,
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wherein the control portion is configured so as to drive the second inerter circuit together with the first inverter circuit,
and the control portion controls so as to operate the shorting circuit to step up the DC voltage Vd, when driving the drum
motor and the compressor motor in parallel simultaneously so as to perform an operation including the dehydrating
process and the drying process.
[0026] Further, the control portion is capable of controlling the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal so that the
DC voltage Vd has a predetermined magnitude required for obtaining a target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor.
[0027] Further, in the dehydrating process, step-up control of the DC voltage Vd by the shorting circuit is not performed
during a period in which the target rotation speed Nt is equal to or lower than a predetermined speed, and the step-up
control of the DC voltage Vd is performed during a period after the target rotation speed Nt exceeds the predetermined
speed.
[0028] Further, in a washing process, the short-circuit signal is set to be a predetermined pulse width Tw corresponding
to the DC voltage Vd lower than the target voltage Vt in the dehydrating process.
[0029] The drum type washing machine further includes: a drying portion including at least a compressor, introducing
air in the water tank through a circulation passage and dehumidifying and heating the air; a compressor motor driving
the compressor; and a second inverter circuit connected in parallel to the smoothing capacitor, controlling driving of the
compressor motor, wherein the control portion is configured so as to drive the second inverter circuit together with the
first inverter circuit, and the control portion controls so as to operate the shorting circuit to step up the DC voltage Vd,
when rotating the compressor motor so as to perform a drying process.
[0030] In any of the above-mentioned configurations, it is preferred that the control portion controls the pulse width
Tw of the short-circuit signal to be zero when changing the drum motor or the compressor motor to a suspension state.
[0031] Further, it is preferred that the control portion lowers the target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor or the
compressor motor, in a case where the DC voltage Vd cannot be stepped up in accordance the target voltage Vt or a
case where the DC voltage Vd is stepped up to exceed the target voltage Vt.
[0032] Further, it is preferred that an upper limit is provided to the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal, and the
step-up control is continued by limiting the pulse width Tw to the upper limit or less even when the DC voltage Vd has
not reached the target voltage Vt.
[0033] Hereinafter, one embodiment of the present invention will be described with reference to the drawings.

(Embodiment)

[0034] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a motor drive device of a drum type washing and drying machine in an
embodiment of the present invention. The entire structure of the drum type washing and drying machine in the present
embodiment is the same as that illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8.
[0035] The motor drive device of FIG. 1 has a function of controlling the drive of a drum motor 7, a fan motor for driving
a circulation fan 14 (see FIG. 7), and a compressor motor for a heat exchange portion 15 (see FIG. 8). However, FIG.
1 illustrates only portions related to the drive of the drum motor 7 and the compressor motor 20. The drum motor 7 and
the compressor motor 20 respectively are permanent magnet synchronous motors equipped with a stator having a three-
phase winding and a rotor having a bipolar permanent magnet.
[0036] The drum motor 7 has three rotor position detecting elements 21a, 21b, 21c detecting a rotor position. The
rotor position detecting elements 21a-21c output rotor position signals at every 60 electrical degree corresponding to
rotor magnetic pole positions. The drum motor 7 is rotated by a first inverter circuit 22. The first inverter circuit 22 is
configured in such a manner that 6 switching elements 23 are three-phase-bridge -connected, and flywheel diodes 24
are connected in parallel to the respective switching elements 23. The ON/OFF of each switching element 23 is PWM-
controlled by a first drive circuit 25.
[0037] On the other hand, the compressor motor 20 is rotated by a second inverter circuit 26. The compressor motor
20 has no rotor position detecting elements and is sine-wave driven with a position sensorless control based on a signal
from current detecting means. The second inverter circuit 26 is configured in such a manner that six switching elements
27 are three-phase-bridge-connected in the same way as in the first inverter circuit 22, and flywheel diodes 28 are
connected in parallel to the respective switching elements 27. The on/off state of each switching element 27 is PWM-
controlled by a second drive circuit 29.
[0038] Actually, the motor drive device also is provided with a third inverter circuit and a third drive circuit for driving
a fan motor for a circulation fan 14. However, the configuration and operation of the third inverter circuit and the third
drive circuit are similar to those of the second inverter circuit 26 and the second drive circuit, and hence, the illustration
and description thereof are omitted.
[0039] The first drive circuit 25 and the second drive circuit 29 are operated in response to the control by a control
portion 30. The control portion 30 receives rotor position signals output by the rotor position detecting elements 21a-
21c of the drum motor 7. When the first drive circuit 25 performs PWM control with respect to the ON/OFF state of each
switching element 23 based on the rotor position signal, the current supply with respect to the three-phase winding of
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the stator of the drum motor 7 is controlled, and the rotor is rotated synchronously. The control portion 30 further has a
rotation speed detecting portion 31 that detects the rotation speed of the rotor, i.e., a rotation speed Nd of the drum
motor 7, based on the rotor position signals from the three rotor position detecting elements 21a-21c. Every time the
states of the three rotor position signals change, the rotation speed detecting portion 31 detects a period thereof, and
calculates the rotation speed Nd of the drum motor 7 from the period.
[0040] Power is supplied to the first and second inverter circuits 22, 26 by an AC power supply 32, a shorting circuit
33, and a rectifying portion 34. That is, the shorting circuit 33 and the rectifying portion 34 generate a DC voltage Vd
from an AC voltage Vs supplied from the AC power supply 32, and the DC voltage Vd is applied to the first and second
inverter circuits 22, 26.
[0041] The shorting circuit 33 is composed of a reactor 35 connected in series between the AC power supply 32 and
the rectifying portion 34, and a short-circuit control element 36 connected in parallel to the AC power supply 32 via the
reactor 35. The short-circuit control element 36 can be composed of, for example, a diode bridge and an IGBT, or a
power semiconductor switching element such as a bipolar transistor or a MOSFET
[0042] The rectifying portion 34 has the full-wave rectifier circuit 37, and a series circuit of smoothing capacitors 38,
39 are connected in parallel to the full-wave rectifier circuit 37. The DC voltage Vd between both ends of the smoothing
capacitors 38, 39 is applied to the first inverter circuit 22 and the second inverter circuit 26, and DC power is converted
to three-phase AC power to be supplied to the drum motor 7 and the compressor motor 20.
[0043] Further, a zero-cross detecting portion 40 is provided and receives AC voltages at both ends of the AC power
supply 32. The zero-cross detecting portion 40 outputs a zero-cross detection signal that switches from a High signal
to a Low signal or from a Low signal to a High signal at a timing when the AC voltage Vs passes through a zero-cross
point to have its polarity changed, and supplies the zero-detection signal to the control portion 30.
[0044] The control portion 30 also includes a DC voltage detecting portion 41 that detects the DC voltage Vd between
both ends of the smoothing capacitors 38, 39, that is the DC voltage Vd to be applied to the first and second inverter
circuits 22, 26. Further, the control portion 30 includes a short-circuit signal generating portion 42, and generates a short-
circuit signal Ps for controlling the short-circuit control element 36 of the shorting circuit 33 to be conductive at least
during part of the period of the dehydrating process.
[0045] The motor drive device having the above-mentioned configuration is characterized in the operation of the
shorting circuit 33. The shorting circuit 33 short-circuits the AC voltage Vs via the reactor 35 when the short-circuit control
element 36 is conductive. In the short-circuit state, power of the AC voltage Vs is accumulated in the reactor 35, and
when the short-circuit control element 36 is turned off, the accumulated power is supplied to the rectifying portion 34.
The supplied power is converted to a DC current by the full-wave rectifier circuit 37 to charge the smoothing capacitors
38, 39 to step up an output DC voltage Vd.
[0046] In order to perform a step-up operation effectively, the short-circuit signal generating portion 42 of the control
portion 30 generates a short-circuit signal Ps for each half-period of the power supply voltage Vs, beginning at a zero-
cross detection point detected by the zero-cross detecting portion 40. Further, the target voltage Vt with respect to the
DC voltage Vd is set in accordance with the target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor 7, and the pulse width Tw of the
short-circuit signal Ps is set based on the target voltage Vt and detected values of the DC voltage Vd. For example, the
pulse width Tw is controlled so that the DC voltage Vd to be detected has a certain magnitude required for obtaining the
target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor 7.
[0047] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the operation of the shorting circuit 33. The short-circuit signal Ps with the pulse
width Tw is generated for each half-period, beginning at a zero-cross detection point of the voltage Vs of the AC power
supply 32. The short-circuit control element 36 is made conductive to allow a short-circuit current caused by the AC
voltage Vs to flow therethrough during a high period of the short-circuit signal Ps, and power is accumulated in the
reactor 35. When the short-circuit signal Ps becomes low, an auxiliary input current Ia based on the power accumulated
in the reactor 35 flows to the full-wave rectifying circuit 37. The auxiliary input current Ia is superimposed on a current
caused by the AC voltage Vs to form an input current to the full-wave rectifying circuit 37. By superimposing the auxiliary
input current Ia on the current caused by the AC voltage Vs, the DC voltages Vd at both ends of the smoothing capacitors
38, 39 can be stepped up.
[0048] FIG. 3A illustrates a state in which an input current Ib to the full-wave rectifier circuit 37 is increased by the
auxiliary input current Ia. For comparison, FIG. 3B illustrates an input current Ib to the full-wave rectifier circuit 37 in the
case where the shorting circuit 33 is not operated.
[0049] FIG. 4 illustrates the magnitude of the input current Ib of the rectifying portion 34 with respect to the input power
from the AC power supply 32 for the respective cases where the DC voltage Vd that is an output voltage from the
rectifying portion 34 is 260 V, 280 V, and 300 V FIG. 5 illustrates the magnitude of a current flowing through the smoothing
capacitors 38, 39 with respect to input power in the same way. As is understood from these data, even with the same
input power, as the DC voltage Vd is higher, the input current Ib and a current flowing through the smoothing capacitors
38, 39 increases. For example, at a time of an input power of 600 W, a current decreases more when the DC voltage
Vd is stepped up to 260 V, rather than when the DC voltage Vd is stepped up to 300 V
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[0050] Thus, by setting the DC voltage Vd to be an optimum voltage instead of stepping up the DC voltage Vd more
than necessary, the input current Ib and a current flowing through the smoothing capacitors 38, 39 is decreased to
suppress a deterioration of components even with the same input power. More specifically, it is desired to set the target
voltage Vt to be an optimum target voltage Vt in accordance with each mode, instead of setting the target voltage Vt
uniformly for all the modes.
[0051] The set value of the target voltage Vt for the DC voltage Vd varies depending upon the mode (process) such
as washing/dehydrating (dehydrating with hot air)/drying, etc. More specifically, since power, a motor rotation speed,
and a movement vary depending upon the mode, an optimum voltage and control method are selected in accordance
with the mode. When the DC voltage Vd is stepped up more than necessary, power ends up being consumed wastefully,
which causes heat generation and degradation of components, and necessitates it to set the withstand voltage specifi-
cation of components at an excessively high level.
[0052] In the washing process, step-up control is not performed. It should be noted that slight step-up control may be
performed with the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal Ps being constant. The reason for this is that there also is
a case where a load fluctuates vigorously while the target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor 7 is low, so that it is
desired to stabilize a rotation speed by performing step-up control. The pulse width Tw is set to be, for example, a certain
width corresponding to a DC voltage lower than the target voltage Vt in the dehydrating process.
[0053] As illustrated in FIG. 6, in the dehydrating process, the step up control in accordance with the target rotation
speed Nt is performed in each stage. FIG. 6 illustrates the target rotation speed Nt in each stage of the dehydrating
process. A horizontal axis indicates each stage of the process, and preliminary dehydrating, separation of clothes, and
main dehydrating are performed in this order. In the preliminary dehydrating, Nt is 320 min-1, and the rotation speed is
further lower during separation of clothes, and hence, step-up control is not required. The compressor starts being driven
so as to perform a heat pump operation from the stage of separation of clothes.
[0054] In the stage of the main dehydrating, the rotation speed is stepped up gradually. In this stage, the drum motor
and the compressor motor are operated in parallel, and hence, the DC voltage Vd may decrease. Thus, it is desired that
a step-up operation be performed after entering the stage of the main hydrating. Therefore, the target voltage Vt stepped
up in accordance with the target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor 7 is changed. For example, during a period up to
the target rotation speed Nt of 420 min-1, the step-up control is not performed. During a period in which the target rotation
speed Nt is 420 to 1600 min-1, the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal Ps is controlled, for example, with the target
voltage Vt being, for example, 300 V The reason why the step-up control is not performed during a period up to 420 min
is that a beat sound generated by the reactor is conspicuous in the state of a low rotation speed, and the necessity for
step-up also is low.
[0055] In the drying process, the rotation speed of the circulation fan is enhanced by step-up. The target voltage Vt
at this time is set, for example, to be about 250 V. Thus, even when a power supply decreases or a DC voltage decreases
due to an increase in compressor motor, the circulation fan can be operated stably.
[0056] An example of the operation in accordance with each process is shown in Table 1 as a summary.
[0057]

[0058] Further, when the drum motor and the compressor motor are stopped, the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit
signal Ps is set to be zero to stop a step-up operation. If the step-up operation is performed when a load is light, the DC
voltage Vd rises rapidly, which may have adverse effect on components.

[Table 1]

Target rotation 
speed Nt (in-1)

Presence/absence 
of step-up control

Target voltage Vt(V) Pulse width Tw

Washing No

Preliminary 
dehydrating

320 No

Separation of 
clothes

less than 320 No

Main dehydrating

less than 420 No

420 or more or more Yes 300 V
Control based on Vt, 
Vd

Drying Yes 250 V
Control based on Vt, 
Vd
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[0059] Further, in the case where the DC voltage Vd does not reach the target voltage Vt, or the DC voltage Vd is
stepped up extraordinarily to exceed the target voltage Vt, it is desired to operate the washing machine continuously by
lowering the rotation speed of the compressor motor and the rotation speed for dehydrating. This is for avoiding an
unexpected situation since there is a possibility that abnormality may have occurred in the operation of the control portion
30 and the like.
[0060] Further, it is desired to provide an upper limit to the pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal Ps so as to continue
step-up control without enlarging the pulse width Tw even if the target voltage Vt is not reached.
[0061] As described above, the drum type washing and drying machine of the present embodiment includes the
shorting circuit 33 composed of the reactor 35 and the short-circuit control element 36, and generates a short-circuit
signal for conducting the short-circuit control element 36, beginning at a zero-cross detection point of a voltage of the
AC power supply 32. The pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal is set based on the target voltage Vt of the DC voltage
Vd set in accordance with the target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor 7 and the detected value of the DC voltage Vd.
[0062] Accordingly, the DC voltage Vd supplied to the inverter circuits 22, 26 can be stepped up under appropriate
conditions in accordance with the status, and the drive of the drive motor 7, the fan motor for driving the circulation fan
14 and the compressor motor 20 for a heat exchange portion can be controlled stably.

Industrial Applicability

[0063] According to the drum type washing machine of the present invention, a DC voltage can be supplied stably
with respect to an inverter circuit, and thus, the present invention is useful for a washing and drying machine using a
dehumidification drying system by a heat pump.

Description of reference numerals

[0064]

1 Washing machine housing
2 Water tank
3 Rotary drum
4 Clothes inlet/outlet
5 Door
6 Through-hole
7 Drum motor
8 Water supply conduit
9 Water drain conduit
10 Operation panel
11 Circulation air sending duct
12 Evaporator
13 Condenser
14 Circulation fan
15 Heat exchange portion
16 Circulating air introducing duct
17 Air sending duct
18 Filter
20 Compressor motor
21a, 21b, 21c Rotor position detecting element
22 First inverter circuit
23, 27 Switching element
24, 28 Flywheel diode
25 First drive circuit
26 Second inverter circuit
29 Second drive circuit
30 Control portion
31 Rotation speed detecting portion
32 AC power supply
33 Shorting circuit
34 Rectifying portion
35 Reactor
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36 Short-circuit control element
37 Full-wave rectifier circuit
38, 39 Smoothing capacitor
40 Zero-cross detecting portion
41 DC voltage detecting portion
42 Short-circuit signal generating portion

Claims

1. A drum type washing machine, comprising:

a rotary drum having a rotary axis in a horizontal direction or an inclined direction;
a water tank holding the rotary drum rotatably;
a drum motor rotating the rotary drum;
a rectifier circuit rectifying an alternating current from an AC power supply;
a smoothing capacitor connected to an output terminal of the rectifier circuit;
a first inverter circuit connected in parallel to the smoothing capacitor, controlling driving of the drum motor;
a shorting circuit having a reactor connected in series between one end of the AC power supply and one end
of the rectifier circuit and a short-circuit control element one end of which is connected between one end of the
reactor and one input terminal of the rectifier circuit and the other end of which is connected to the other end
of the AC power supply; and
a control portion driving the first inverter circuit and controlling a series of washing operations,
wherein the control portion includes a zero-cross detecting portion that detects a zero-cross of a voltage of the
AC power supply, a rotation speed detecting portion that detects a rotation speed of the drum motor, a DC
voltage detecting portion that detects a DC voltage Vd output to both ends of the smoothing capacitor, and a
short-circuit signal generating portion that generates a short-circuit signal for conducting the short-circuit control
element, and
the short-circuit signal generating portion generates the short-circuit signal beginning at a zero-cross detection
point of the AC power supply voltage at least during part of a period of a dehydrating process, and sets a pulse
width Tw of the short-circuit signal based on a target voltage Vt of the DC voltage Vd set in accordance with a
target rotation speed Nt of the drum motor and a detected value of the DC voltage Vd.

2. The drum type washing machine according to claim 1, further comprising:

a drying portion having at least a compressor, performing a drying process of introducing air in the water tank
through a circulation passage and dehumidifying and heating the air;
a compressor motor driving the compressor; and
a second inverter circuit connected in parallel to the smoothing capacitor, controlling driving of the compressor
motor,
wherein the control portion is configured so as to drive the second inerter circuit together with the first inverter
circuit, and
the control portion controls so as to operate the shorting circuit to step up the DC voltage Vd, when driving the
drum motor and the compressor motor in parallel simultaneously so as to perform an operation including the
dehydrating process and the drying process.

3. The drum type washing machine according to claim 1, wherein the control portion controls the pulse width Tw of
the short-circuit signal so that the DC voltage Vd has a predetermined magnitude required for obtaining a target
rotation speed Nt of the drum motor.

4. The drum type washing machine according to claim 1, wherein, in the dehydrating process, step-up control of the
DC voltage Vd by the shorting circuit is not performed during a period in which the target rotation speed Nt is equal
to or lower than a predetermined speed, and the step-up control of the DC voltage Vd is performed during a period
after the target rotation speed Nt exceeds the predetermined speed.

5. The drum type washing machine according to claim 1, wherein, in a washing process, the short-circuit signal is set
to be a constant pulse width Tw corresponding to the DC voltage Vd lower than the target voltage Vt in the dehydrating
process.
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6. The drum type washing machine according to claim 1, further comprising:

a drying portion including at least a compressor, introducing air in the water tank through a circulation passage
and dehumidifying and heating the air;
a compressor motor driving the compressor; and
a second inverter circuit connected in parallel to the smoothing capacitor, controlling driving of the compressor
motor,
wherein the control portion is configured so as to drive the second inverter circuit together with the first inverter
circuit, and
the control portion controls so as to operate the shorting circuit to step up the DC voltage Vd, when rotating the
compressor motor so as to perform a drying process.

7. The drum type washing machine according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the control portion controls the pulse
width Tw of the short-circuit signal to be zero when changing the drum motor or the compressor motor to a suspension
state.

8. The drum type washing machine according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the control portion lowers the target
rotation speed Nt of the drum motor or the compressor motor, in a case where the DC voltage Vd cannot be stepped
up in accordance the target voltage Vt or a case where the DC voltage Vd is stepped up to exceed the target voltage Vt.

9. The drum type washing machine according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein an upper limit is provided to the
pulse width Tw of the short-circuit signal, and the step-up control is continued by limiting the pulse width Tw to the
upper limit or less even when the DC voltage Vd has not reached the target voltage Vt.
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