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(54) Composite flash for a mobile device

(57) An apparatus and method for capturing an im-
age on a mobile device (100) having a flash module (200)
comprising a red light source (204) and a white light
source (202) is presented herein. A detection of a color
spectrum of ambient light (160) is made using image data
sensed by an image sensor (210). Additionally, a deter-
mination of an intensity of red light when combined with

an associated intensity of white light results in a color
spectrum that substantially matches the color spectrum
of the ambient light (160). The flash module (200) emits
white light from the white light source (202) of the flash
and red light from the red light source (204) of the flash
module (200). An image from a camera module (220) is
recorded during the emission of the white and red light.
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Description

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to mo-
bile devices having a camera and an associated flash.
More specifically, the present disclosure relates to con-
trolling the flash on the mobile device.

BACKGROUND

[0002] With the advent of more robust electronic sys-
tems, advancements of mobile devices are becoming
more prevalent. Mobile devices can provide a variety of
functions including, for example, telephonic, audio/video,
and gaming functions. Mobile devices can include mobile
stations such as cellular telephones, smart telephones,
portable gaming systems, portable audio and video play-
ers, electronic writing or typing tablets, handheld mes-
saging devices, personal digital assistants, cameras, vid-
eo cameras, and handheld computers.
[0003] Mobile devices allow users to have an integrat-
ed device which can perform a variety of different tasks.
For example, a mobile device can be enabled for voice
transmission (cell phones), text transmission (pagers
and PDAs), sending and receiving data for viewing of
Internet websites, multi-media messages, videography
and photography. While some mobile devices may in-
clude voice transmission (cell phones), text transmission
(pagers and PDAs), sending and receiving data for view-
ing of Internet websites, multi-media messages, videog-
raphy and photography functions, other devices can be
limited to just a sub-set of voice transmission (cell
phones), text transmission (pagers and PDAs), sending
and receiving data for viewing of Internet websites, multi-
media messages, videography and photography func-
tions. When enabled for videography or photography or
a combination thereof, the mobile device can be
equipped with a flash. In some mobile devices, the flash
is limited to use with photography and in others the flash
can be used in videography too.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] Implementations of the present application will
now be described, by way of example only, with reference
to the attached Figures, wherein:
[0005] FIG. 1 is a flow diagram of a mobile device hav-
ing a flash module in accordance with an exemplary im-
plementation according to the present disclosure;
[0006] FIG. 2 is a block diagram representing a mobile
device in accordance with an exemplary implementation
interacting with a communication network;
[0007] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary de-
vice that is adapted to determine an intensity of red light
in accordance with an exemplary implementation accord-
ing to the present disclosure;
[0008] FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method of capturing

an image on a mobile device using a flash with a deter-
mined intensity of red light;
[0009] FIG. 5 is a front view of a mobile device illus-
trating an exemplary menu of camera settings according
to an exemplary implementation of the present disclo-
sure; and
[0010] FIG. 6 is a rear view of the mobile device de-
picted in FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] As will be appreciated for simplicity and clarity
of illustration, where appropriate, reference numerals
have been repeated among the different figures to indi-
cate corresponding or analogous elements. In addition,
numerous specific details are set forth in order to provide
a thorough understanding of the implementations de-
scribed herein. However, those of ordinary skill in the art
will understand that the implementations described here-
in can be practiced without the described specific details.
In other instances, methods, procedures and compo-
nents have not been described in detail so as not to ob-
scure the related relevant feature being described. Also,
the description is not to be considered as limiting the
scope of the implementations described herein.
[0012] Several definitions that apply throughout this
document will now be presented. The word "coupled" is
defined as connected, whether directly or indirectly
through intervening components and is not necessarily
limited to physical connections. The term "mobile device"
is defined as any electronic device that is capable of at
least accepting information entries or commands from a
user and includes the electronic device’s own power
source. The term "light source" is defined as at least one
device capable of emitting light. In at least one imple-
mentation a light source can include a multiple number
of devices capable of emitting light. The term "flash" as
used herein can be either a pulse of light during image
capture or a continuous light provided during image cap-
ture. Additionally, the word flash can be used to refer to
the module that is capable of producing a flash, when
the term is used as a noun. Further definitions will be
presented below.
[0013] The following figures describe a flash module
for a mobile device. The "flash module" can be included
within the mobile device or provided separately from the
mobile device. Furthermore, the flash module can include
one or more components for emission of light for illumi-
nation of a subject. The flash for the mobile device as
presented herein has at least two light sources capable
of producing a composite light. In at least one implemen-
tation, the flash module includes at least one light source
that is a red light source, The red light source can be one
or more red light emitting diodes (LEDs), a white LED
filtered so that only the red light wavelength is emitted,
or any other light configured with or without a filter. Ad-
ditionally, a white light source can be provided as well.
The white light source can be at least one white LED, a
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xenon tube, or other light source capable of emitting a
broad spectrum of light.
[0014] A typical flash on a mobile device is single light
source that has a color spectrum that matches a single
type of ambient light. However, mobile devices are used
in a variety of ambient lighting conditions. While the white
light source is generally described as a white light source,
the variation between different types of white light sourc-
es creates a color balance problem in that the white light
from the flash which typically can only match a single
type of light source for example an incandescent light.
As mobile devices are used to capture images under a
variety of ambient lighting conditions the color spectrum
of the flash will not match the variety of ambient lighting
conditions. For example, if the flash has a color spectrum
that matches that of an incandescent light the flash will
not perform well in a fluorescent lighting condition. The
difference between the color spectrum of the flash and
the ambient light causes the subject of a photograph or
a video appear to have a color which is different in the
recorded image(s) as compared to colors normally per-
ceived by an observer. In one implementation, the
present disclosure provides a white light source and a
red light source to compensate for this difference and to
better match the light with two light sources. When the
white light source and the red light source are combined,
the resulting emitted light can more closely approximate
the color balance of the ambient light emitted from an
ambient light source.
[0015] In at least one implementation, the present dis-
closure provides a method of emitting an intensity from
a first light and a second light to substantially match the
color spectrum of the ambient light. A determination of
an intensity of a first light when combined with a second
light is made such that the resulting color spectrum of
the combined first and second light sources substantially
matches the color spectrum of the ambient light. The am-
bient light can be sensed using a specialized sensor such
as an image sensor, or the ambient light can be based
on data received by a camera module. The first light and
second light, as described herein, are a white light and
a red light respectively. When the spectrums of the white
light and red light combine, as described herein, the spec-
trum of the ambient light can be substantially matched.
Other combinations of lights that can produce the de-
sired-spectrum-matching characteristics are considered
within the scope of this disclosure.
[0016] Once a determination is made in regards to the
desired intensity of at least the second light, a transmis-
sion of light from the first light and second light is made
to produce a flash. In order to correctly set the intensity
of the second light, flash control data is sent to the second
light source to control the intensity of the second light
based on the predetermined intensity. The intensity of
the first light can be a predetermined amount or intensity
of the first light can be adjusted in light of the ambient
color spectrum. While reference herein is to individual
lights, this disclosure contemplates the incorporation of

the lights within a flash module. Additionally, the flash
module can include capacitors, inductors, transformers
and other electronic circuitry necessary to produce a
flash of a desired intensity. The capacitors, inductors,
transformers and other electronic circuitry components
are omitted from the description herein for clarity. Addi-
tionally, the data that is transmitted to the first light and
the second light can be combined into a single data set
and transmitted to a flash module that includes both the
first and second lights. Additional detail concerning the
individual components and production of the flash are
described below.
[0017] An exemplary flow diagram of a mobile device
100 according to the present disclosure is illustrated in
FIG. 1. As mentioned above, several components of the
mobile device 100 have been omitted for clarity. Some
of the omitted components are presented later in regards
to FIG. 2. As illustrated in FIG. 1, a processing module
338 is included which is coupled to a flash module 200,
an image sensor 210, and a camera module 220. The
processing module 338 is configured to at least send
data to the flash module 200. In the illustrated implemen-
tation, the flash module 200 is configured for two way
data transmission and reception with the processing
module 338. This two-way data transmission and recep-
tion allows for data to flow between the flash module 200
and the processing module 338. For example, the
processing module 338 can send control data to the flash
module 200 to control the flash module. This data can
include instruction for controlling the flash from a white
light source 202. In at least one implementation, the white
light source 202 is a single LED. In other implementa-
tions, a plurality of LEDs can be implemented. The white
light source 202 can be located within the flash module
200, and the flash module 200 can provide instructions
to the white light source 202. In an implementation, where
the white light source 202 is located in an individual mod-
ule, the control data can pass through one or more con-
trollers which can be processors or the like for providing
the final instruction to the white light source 202.
[0018] Likewise, the red light source 204 can be locat-
ed in the flash module 200. When the red light source
204 is located within the flash module 200, control data
for controlling the red light source 204 is sent to the flash
module 200, which can process or further transmit the
data to the red light source 204. In at least one imple-
mentation, the red light source 204 can have an integrat-
ed controller. In other implementations, the flash module
200 controls the red light source 204 by controlling the
power supplied to the red light source 204. The red light
source 204 can be an individually configured device that
is either separate from or included with the flash module
200. In at least one implementation, the red light source
204 and white light source 202 are provided individually
without being a part of the flash module 200.
[0019] An image sensor 210 can be included within
the mobile device 100. When the image sensor 210 is
included, the image sensor 210 receives image data. The
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image data that the image sensor 210 can sense includes
ambient light characteristics. In at least one implemen-
tation, the image sensor 210 can also detect at least one
of a distance to an object of interest and backlighting. As
illustrated in FIG. 2, the image sensor 210 is shown sep-
arate from the camera module 220. In other implemen-
tation the image sensor 210 can be included in the cam-
era module 220. Additionally, the same sensor can be
used in the camera module 220 as described herein in
relation to the image sensor 210 and in relation to cap-
turing the image of the objects in view of the sensor. In
one implementation, when the same sensor is used for
both functions, the sensor can operate at a lower power
setting for acquisition of ambient light characteristics as
compared to image acquisition of the objects within view
of the sensor. In other implementations, the sensor can
be fully powered in both functions.
[0020] Additionally, in at least one implementation, the
camera module 220 can sample a plurality of image data
received by the image sensor 210. The image data can
be analyzed by the processor module 338. For example,
a sample of ten different images can be taken by the
camera module 220 and analyzed by the processor mod-
ule 338. In one implementation, the ambient light char-
acteristics are determined based upon the average im-
age data received. In another implementation, the ambi-
ent light characteristics are determined based upon me-
dian image data. In another implementation, the number
of samples can be varied and compared with another set
of data taken a predetermined period of time before. This
analysis can be completed in under one second.
[0021] In addition to the above components, the mobile
device 100 can include additional components as illus-
trated in FIG. 2. While the components of FIG.S. 1 and
2 are not all inclusive, FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate compo-
nents that can be included on a mobile device 100 ac-
cording to the present disclosure. Additional components
are required to allow the mobile device 100 to function,
but have been omitted for clarity.
[0022] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the mobile device 100
includes a communication subsystem 311 to perform all
communication transmission and reception with a wire-
less network 319. A processor module 338 can be con-
nected with an auxiliary input/output (I/O) subsystem 328
which can be connected to the mobile device 100. The
processor module 338 can include one or more proces-
sors. Additionally, the processors can be micro-proces-
sors for example. In at least one implementation, the
processor module 338 can be connected to a serial port
(for example, a Universal Serial Bus port) 330 which can
allow for communication with other devices or systems.
The display 325 can be connected to the processor mod-
ule 338 to allow for displaying of information to an oper-
ator of the mobile device 100. When the mobile device
100 is equipped with a keyboard 322, the keyboard 322
can also be connected with the processor module 338.
The mobile device 100 can include a speaker 334, a mi-
crophone 336, random access memory (RAM) 326, and

flash memory 324, all of which can be connected to the
processor module 338. Other similar components can be
provided on the mobile device 100 as well and optionally
connected to the processor module 338. Other commu-
nication subsystems 340 and other communication de-
vice subsystems 342 are generally indicated as being
functionally connected with the processor module 338
as well. An example of the communication subsystem
340 is that of a short range communication system such
as BLUETOOTH® communication module or a WI-FI®
communication module (a communication module in
compliance with IEEE 802.11 set of protocols) and as-
sociated circuits and components. The processor mod-
ule 338 is able to perform operating system functions and
enables execution of programs on the mobile device 100.
In some implementations not all of the above compo-
nents can be included in the mobile device 100.
[0023] The auxiliary I/O subsystem 328 can take the
form of a trackpad navigation tool as illustrated in the
exemplary implementation shown in FIGS. 5, or a track-
ball, a thumbwheel, a navigation pad, a joystick, touch-
sensitive interface, or other I/O interface. While the above
examples have been provided in relation to the auxiliary
I/O subsystem 328, other subsystems capable of provid-
ing input or receiving output from the mobile device 100
are considered within the scope of this disclosure. Other
keys can be placed along the side of the mobile device
100 to function as escape keys, volume control keys,
scrolling keys, power switches, or user programmable
keys, and can likewise be programmed accordingly.
[0024] Furthermore, the mobile device 100 is equipped
with components to enable operation of various pro-
grams, as shown in FIG. 2. In an exemplary implemen-
tation, the flash memory 324 is enabled to provide a stor-
age location for the operating system 357, device pro-
grams 358, and data. The operating system 357 is gen-
erally configured to manage other programs 358 that are
also stored in memory 324 and executable on the proc-
essor. The operating system 357 honors requests for
services made by programs 358 through predefined pro-
gram 358 interfaces. More specifically, the operating sys-
tem 357 typically determines the order in which multiple
programs 358 are executed on the processor and the
execution time allotted for each program 358, manages
the sharing of memory 324 among multiple programs
358, handles input and output to and from other device
subsystems 342, and so on. In addition, operators can
typically interact directly with the operating system 357
through a user interface which can include the keyboard
322 and display screen 325. While in an exemplary im-
plementation the operating system 357 is stored in flash
memory 324, the operating system 357 in other imple-
mentations is stored in read-only memory (ROM) or sim-
ilar storage element (not shown). As those skilled in the
art will appreciate, the operating system 357, device pro-
gram 358 or parts thereof can be loaded in RAM 326 or
other volatile memory.
[0025] In one exemplary implementation, the flash
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memory 324 contains programs 358 for execution on the
mobile device 100 including an address book 352, a per-
sonal information manager (PIM) 354, and the device
state 350. Furthermore, programs 358 and other infor-
mation 356 including data can be segregated upon stor-
age in the flash memory 324 of the mobile device 100.
[0026] When the mobile device 100 is enabled for two-
way communication within the wireless communication
network 319, the mobile device 100 can send and receive
messages from a mobile communication service. Exam-
ples of communication systems enabled for two-way
communication include, but are not limited to, the Gen-
eral Packet Radio Service (GPRS) network, the Univer-
sal Mobile Telecommunication Service (UMTS) network,
the Enhanced Data for Global Evolution (EDGE) network,
the Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) network,
High-Speed Packet Access (HSPA) networks, Universal
Mobile Telecommunication Service Time Division Du-
plexing (UMTS-TDD), Ultra Mobile Broadband (UMB)
networks, Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Ac-
cess (WiMAX), and other networks that can be used for
data and voice, or just data or voice. For the systems
listed above, the communication device 800 can require
a unique identifier to enable the communication device
900 to transmit and receive messages from the commu-
nication network 319. Other systems may not require
such identifying information. GPRS, UMTS, and EDGE
use a Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) in order to allow
communication with the communication network 319.
Likewise, most CDMA systems use a Removable User
Identity Module (RUIM) in order to communicate with the
CDMA network. The RUIM and SIM card can be used in
multiple different mobile devices 100. The mobile device
100 can be able to operate some features without a SIM/
RUIM card, but the mobile device 100 will not be able to
communicate with the network 319. A SIM/RUIM inter-
face 344 located within the mobile device 100 allows for
removal or insertion of a SIM/RUIM card (not shown).
The SIM/RUIM card features memory and holds key con-
figurations 351, and other information 353 such as iden-
tification and subscriber related information. With a prop-
erly enabled mobile device 100, two-way communication
between the mobile device 100 and communication net-
work 319 is possible.
[0027] If the mobile device 100 is enabled as described
above or the communication network 319 does not re-
quire such enablement, the two-way communication en-
abled mobile device 100 is able to both transmit and re-
ceive information from the communication network 319.
The transfer of communication can be from the mobile
device 100 or to the mobile device 100. In order to com-
municate with the communication network 319, the mo-
bile device 100 in the presently described exemplary im-
plementation is equipped with an integral or internal an-
tenna 318 for transmitting messages to the communica-
tion network 319. Likewise the mobile device 100 in the
presently described exemplary implementation is
equipped with another antenna 316 for receiving com-

munication from the communication network 319. The
antennae (316,318) in another exemplary implementa-
tion are combined into a single antenna (not shown). As
one skilled in the art would appreciate, the antenna or
antennae (316, 318) in another implementation are ex-
ternally mounted on the mobile device 100.
[0028] When equipped for two-way communication,
the mobile device 100 features the communication sub-
system 311. As is understood in the art, the communica-
tion subsystem 311 is modified so that the communica-
tion subsystem 311 can support the operational needs
of the mobile device 100. The subsystem 311 includes
a transmitter 314 and receiver 312 including the associ-
ated antenna or antennae (316, 318) as described above,
local oscillators (LOs) 313, and a processing module
which in the presently described exemplary implemen-
tation is a digital signal processor (DSP) 320.
[0029] The present disclosure contemplates that com-
munication by the mobile device 100 with the wireless
network 319 can be any type of communication that both
the wireless network 319 and mobile device 100 are en-
abled to transmit, receive and process. In general, the
communications can be classified as voice and data.
Voice communication generally refers to communication
in which messages for audible sounds are transmitted
by the mobile device 100 through the communication net-
work 319. Data generally refers to all other types of com-
munication that the mobile device 100 is capable of per-
forming within the constraints of the wireless network
319.
[0030] Example device programs that can depend on
such data include email, contacts and calendars. For
each such program, synchronization with home-based
versions of the programs can be desirable for either or
both of their long term and short term utility As an exam-
ple, emails are often time sensitive, so substantially real
time synchronization can be desired. Contacts, on the
other hand, can be usually updated less frequently with-
out inconvenience. Therefore, the utility of the mobile de-
vice 100 is enhanced when connectable within a com-
munication system, and when connectable on a wireless
basis in the network 319 in which voice, text messaging,
and other data transfer are accommodated.
[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates on example of a mobile device
100 that is adapted to determine an intensity of red light
when combined with white light results in a color spec-
trum that substantially matches a color spectrum of an
ambient light. Additionally as illustrated, the mobile de-
vice 100 (not shown) emits red light with the determined
intensity and white light. As illustrated, the object 150 of
interest is illuminated by ambient light 160. The type of
ambient light 160 can cause the object 150 to appear to
an observer as having different colors. For example, the
ambient light 160 can be a fluorescent light, an incan-
descent light, a light emitting diode light, a sodium-vapor
light, a mercury vapor light, and the like. Each of the flu-
orescent light, incandescent light, light emitting diode
light, sodium-vapor light, mercury vapor lights types of

7 8 



EP 2 391 118 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

lights emits a slightly different color spectrum of light so
that when the emitted ambient light 160 reflects off of the
object 150 an observer will believe that the color of the
object 150 is different. Furthermore, when a flash of light
is emitted from the flash module 200, the object 150 can
be illuminated so that portions of the object 150 are illu-
minated by: the combination of the light from the flash
module 200 and ambient light; predominantly the light
from the flash module 200; or predominantly from the
ambient light 160. For example, the placement of the
ambient light 160 and flash module 200 relative to the
object 150 and each other can cause the illumination of
different portions of the object 150 to cause a viewable
color shift.
[0032] The present disclosure provides an image sen-
sor 210 that is adapted to detect a color spectrum of
ambient light 160. As described above the image sensor
210 can receive reflected light off of the object or objects
within the view of image sensor 210. The data detected
by image sensor 210 can include ambient light charac-
teristics such as ambient light color spectrum data. In at
least one implementation, the image sensor 210 can also
measure luminous intensity. The data received at the im-
age sensor 210 is processed by the processor module
338. The processor module 338 can be the main proc-
essor module or the processor module 338 can be a spe-
cialized processor module. Additionally, the image sen-
sor data can be pre-processed or processed in advance
of the processor module 338.
[0033] As illustrated, the processor module 338 is cou-
pled to the white light source 202, red light source 204,
image sensor 210 and a camera module 220. The proc-
essor module 338 can be adapted to receive color spec-
trum data from the image sensor 210. The processor
module 338 can also determine an intensity of red light
that substantially matches a color spectrum of the ambi-
ent light 160 when combined with a white light. In at least
one implementation, the processor module 338 can also
determine an intensity of red light and white light that in
combination substantially matches the color spectrum of
ambient light 160. The processor module 338 transmits
red light flash control data to the red light source 204 to
control the emission of the intensity of the red light. The
red light flash control data is based on the determined
intensity of red light. Additionally, the processor module
transmits white light flash control data to the white light
source 202 to control the emission of the intensity of the
white light. The white light flash control data can be based
on the determined intensity of red light. In at least one
implementation, the control data for both the red light
source 204 and white light source 202 can be determined
based upon a calculated intensity for both the red light
and white light combination to substantially match the
color spectrum of the ambient light 160.
[0034] As illustrated the flash module 200 includes the
white light source 202 and red light source 204. As indi-
cated above, the white light source 202 and red light
source 204 are provided as examples and other light

sources can be used. Once the control data for the re-
spective light source is received, the flash module 200
or the light source itself can control the emission of light
therefrom. For example, the white light source 202 emits
white light and the red light source 204 emits red light.
[0035] In at least one implementation, the processor
module 338 can transmit filter control data based upon
the detected color spectrum of the ambient light 160 to
the camera module 220 to adjust filter settings on the
camera module 220. The adjustment of filter settings on
the camera module 220 allows for the camera module
220 to correct the image color as received so as to ap-
proximate the color to a more standard color, wherein
the standard color takes into consideration a light of a
known spectrum. When the filter settings of the camera
module 220 are adjusted according to this disclosure the
image captured by the camera module 220 appears more
realistic to the observer. Additionally, the processor mod-
ule 338 can be adapted to transmit filter control data
based upon the detected color spectrum of ambient light
and the determined intensity of red light to the camera
module 220 to adjust the filter settings on the camera
module 220. Filter settings as used herein refer to the
filtering of different portions of the spectrum of light. For
example, one filter setting can be a blue filter setting,
wherein the amount of blue light is reduced or eliminated
as compared to the actual light received. Additionally,
the filter settings can adjust several different colors rel-
ative to each other.
[0036] The camera module 220 of the mobile device
100 can be adapted to record a still image during the
emission of the white light and red light. In other imple-
mentations, the camera module 220 can be adapted to
record video images during the emission of the white light
and red light. Some mobile devices 100 can be equipped
with camera modules 220 that are capable of capturing
both video and images during the emission of white light
and red light.
[0037] As illustrated in FIG. 5, a menu of camera set-
tings 502 can be provided to an operator of the mobile
device 100. The menu of camera settings 502 provides
for adjustment of the image processing based upon
preselected options. As illustrated, there is an indoor light
source option 504, incandescent light source option 505,
a fluorescent light source option 505, a back light option
506, an outdoor light option 510 and an outdoor backlight
option 511.
[0038] In another implementation, the menu of camera
settings 502 can also include options for the operator to
manually select the characteristics of the ambient light.
In yet another implementation, the ambient light condi-
tions can be selected from a plurality of known ambient
light conditions.
[0039] The backside of the mobile device 100 is illus-
trated in FIG. 6. As illustrated the flash module 200 is
located above the camera module 220. A mirrored sur-
face 530 is provided therebelow. In other implementa-
tions, the configuration of the flash module 200, camera
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module 220, and mirrored surface 530 can be located in
different positions relative to one another as well as dif-
ferent positions on the backside of the device. In at least
one implementation, the flash module 200, cameral mod-
ule 220 and/or mirror 530 can be located on the front side
of the mobile device.
[0040] The present disclosure includes a method for
capturing an image on a mobile device 100 having a flash
module 200. The flash module 200 can be configured as
described above. For example, the flash module 200 can
include a white light source 202 and a red light source
204. The method 400 as illustrated in FIG. 4 includes
detecting a color spectrum of ambient light (block 410).
The detection of ambient light can be from image data
sensed by an image sensor. In other implementations,
the ambient light can be sensed from a camera module.
The method also includes determining an intensity of red
light such that when combined with an associated inten-
sity of white light results in a color spectrum of the com-
bination of the red light and white light that substantially
matches the color spectrum of the ambient light (block
420). The method includes emitting white light of the
known intensity from the white light source of the flash
and emitting red light with the determined intensity of red
light source of the flash (block 430). Additionally, the
method includes recording an image from a camera mod-
ule during the emission of the white light and red light
(block 440).
[0041] In other implementations, the method can in-
clude additional or alternative steps. For example, the
method can be adapted to determine an intensity of white
light in addition to the determined intensity of the red light,
wherein the determined intensity of the white light and
the determined intensity of the red light form light with
approximately the same color spectrum of the ambient
light. The method can be further adapted to emit white
light from the white light source based upon the deter-
mined intensity of the white light. In at least one imple-
mentation, the method can adjust filter settings on the
camera module in response to the detected color spec-
trum of the ambient light. The filter settings can also be
adjusted in response to the detected color spectrum of
the ambient light and the determined intensity of the red
light. Additionally, the method can include adjusting a
light setting and adjusting the determined intensity of the
red light based upon the received light setting. For ex-
ample, the light settings can be an indoor light setting,
an outdoor light setting, an incandescent light setting, a
fluorescent light setting or a backlighting setting. The
method can further include recording a still image during
the emission of the white light and red light. Furthermore,
the method can include recording video images during
the emission of the white light and red light.
[0042] Exemplary implementations have been de-
scribed hereinabove regarding a mobile device 100 hav-
ing flash module 200 configured to be adapted based
upon the ambient light. Various modifications to and de-
partures from the disclosed implementations will occur

to those having skill in the art. The subject matter that is
intended to be within the spirit of this disclosure is set
forth in the following claims.

Claims

1. A mobile device (100) comprising:

a flash module (200) comprising a white light
source (202) adapted to emit white light having
an associate intensity of white light, and a red
light source (204) adapted to emit red light hav-
ing an associate intensity of red light;
an image sensor (210) adapted to detect a color
spectrum of ambient light (160);
a camera module (220) adapted to capture an
image; and
a processing module (338) coupled to the white
light source (202), red light source (204), image
sensor (210), and camera module (220);
wherein the processing module (338) is adapted
to:

receive color spectrum data from the image
sensor (210);
determine an intensity of red light that
matches a color spectrum of the ambient
light (160) when combined with a white light;
determining an intensity of the red light
when combined with the associated inten-
sity of the white light, wherein a resulting
color spectrum of the combination of the red
light and white light intensities substantially
matches the color spectrum of the ambient
light (160);
transmit red light flash control data to the
red light source (204) to control emission of
the intensity of the red light with the red light
flash control data based on the determined
intensity of red light; and
transmit white light flash control data to the
white light source (202) to control the emis-
sion of the intensity of the white light with
the white light flash control data based on
the determined intensity of red light.

2. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the processing
module (338) is further adapted to determine an in-
tensity of a white light in addition to the determined
intensity of the red light, wherein the determined in-
tensity of the white light and the determined intensity
of the red light form light with approximately the same
color spectrum of the ambient light (160).

3. The mobile device of claim 2, wherein the processing
module (338) is adapted to transmit the white light
flash control data to the white light source to control
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emission of the white light from the white light source
based upon the determined intensity of the white
light.

4. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the processing
module (338) is adapted to transmit filter control data
based upon the detected color spectrum of the am-
bient light (160) to the camera module (220) to adjust
filter settings on the camera module (220).

5. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the processing
module (338) is adapted to transmit filter control data
based upon the detected color spectrum of the am-
bient light (160) and the determined intensity of the
red light to the camera module to adjust filter settings
on the camera module (220).

6. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the processing
module (338) is adapted to receive a light setting
indication and adjust the determined intensity of the
red light further based upon the received light setting
indication.

7. The mobile device of claim 6, wherein the light setting
indication is one of an indoor light setting (504), an
outdoor light setting (510), an incandescent light set-
ting (505), a fluorescent light setting (506), or a back-
lighting setting (507).

8. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the camera
module (220) is further adapted to record a still image
or video images during the emission of the white and
red light.

9. A method for capturing an image on a mobile device
having a flash module (200) comprising a red light
source and a white light source, the method com-
prising:

detecting a color spectrum of ambient light (160)
from image data sensed by an image sensor
(210);
determining an intensity of red light when com-
bined with an associated intensity of a white
light, wherein a resulting color spectrum of the
combination of the red light and white light in-
tensities substantially matches the color spec-
trum of the ambient light (160);
emitting white light of the known intensity from
the white light source of the flash module (160);
emitting red light with the determined intensity
from the red light source of the flash (160);
recording an image from a camera module (220)
during the emission of the white and red light.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising determin-
ing an intensity of a white light in addition to the de-
termined intensity of the red light, wherein the deter-

mined intensity of the white light and the determined
intensity of the red light form light with approximately
the same color spectrum of the ambient light (160).

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising emitting
the white light from the white light source based upon
the determined intensity of the white light.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising adjusting
filter settings on the camera module (220) in re-
sponse to the detected color spectrum of the ambient
light.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising adjusting
filter settings of the camera module (220) in response
to the detected color spectrum of the ambient light
(160) and the determined intensity of the red light.

14. The method of claim 9, further comprising receiving
a light setting indication and adjusting the deter-
mined intensity of the red light further based upon
the received light setting indication.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the light setting
indication is one of an indoor light setting (504), an
outdoor light setting (510), an incandescent light set-
ting (505), a fluorescent light setting (506), or a back-
lighting setting (511).

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A mobile device (100) comprising:

a flash module (200) comprising a white light
source (202) adapted to emit white light having
at a known intensity, and a red light source (204)
adapted to emit red light having an associated
intensity of red light;
an image sensor (210) adapted to detect a color
spectrum of ambient light (160);
a camera module (220) adapted to capture an
image; and
a processing module (338) coupled to the white
light source (202), red light source (204), image
sensor (210), and camera module (220);

wherein the processing module (338) is adapted to:

receive color spectrum data from the image sen-
sor (210);
determine an intensity of the red light when com-
bined with the known intensity of the white light,
wherein a resulting color spectrum of the com-
bination of the red light and white light intensities
substantially matches the color spectrum of the
ambient light (160);
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transmit red light flash control data to the red
light source (204) to control emission of the in-
tensity of the red light with the red light flash
control data based on the determined intensity
of red light; and
transmit white light flash control data to the white
light source (202) to control the emission of the
white light.

2. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the process-
ing module (338) is adapted to transmit filter control
data based upon the detected color spectrum of the
ambient light (160) to the camera module (220) to
adjust filter settings on the camera module (220).

3. The mobile device of claim 2, wherein the process-
ing module (338) is further adapted to transmit filter
control data based upon the determined intensity of
the red light to the camera module to adjust filter
settings on the camera module (220).

4. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the process-
ing module (338) is adapted to receive a light setting
indication from an input device and adjust the deter-
mined intensity of the red light further based upon
the received light setting indication.

5. The mobile device of claim 4, wherein the light
setting indication is one of an indoor light setting
(504), an outdoor light setting (510), an incandescent
light setting (505), a fluorescent light setting (506),
or a backlighting setting (507).

6. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the camera
module (220) is further adapted to record a still image
or video images during the emission of the white and
red light.

7. A method for capturing an image on a mobile de-
vice having a flash module (200) comprising a red
light source and a white light source, the method
comprising:

detecting a color spectrum of ambient light (160)
from image data sensed by an image sensor
(210);
determining an intensity of red light when com-
bined with a known intensity of a white light,
wherein a resulting color spectrum of the com-
bination of the red light and white light intensities
substantially matches the color spectrum of the
ambient light (160);
emitting white light of the known intensity from
the white light source of the flash module (160);
emitting red light with the determined intensity
from the red light source of the flash (160);
recording an image from a camera module (220)
during the emission of the white and red light.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising adjust-
ing filter settings on the camera module (220) in re-
sponse to the detected color spectrum of the ambient
light.

9. The method of claim 7, further comprising further
adjusting filter settings of the camera module (220)
in response to the determined intensity of the red
light.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising receiv-
ing a light setting indication from an input device and
adjusting the determined intensity of the red light fur-
ther based upon the received light setting indication.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the light setting
indication is one of an indoor light setting (504), an
outdoor light setting (510), an incandescent light set-
ting (505), a fluorescent light setting (506), or a back-
lighting setting (511)
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