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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a time recep-
tion apparatus and a wave clock.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Time information, a low frequency standard-
time and frequency-signal broadcast (hereinafter simply
referred to as a "standard frequency broadcast") includ-
ing time information, i.e. a time code, is currently broad-
casted in each country of Japan, United States, Germany
and the like. As a kind of a time reception apparatus to
receive the standard frequency broadcast, a wave clock
which corrects a counting time has been put into practical
use.
[0003] Moreover, as a technique for preventing the
false detection of the time information owing to noise
components intermixed into a reception signal, there is
known a technique of judging the waveform of the recep-
tion signal by sampling a demodulation result of the re-
ception signal and smoothing the demodulated signal,
and of detecting the time information (see JP
2003-222687A). To put it concretely, a period of the data
transmitted in every second (second data) is divided into
a plurality of sections at the time of coding a received
standard frequency broadcast, and the sampling of each
of the divided sections is performed. When the pieces of
the same sampled data can be acquired by a predeter-
mined number or more, the section is judged to be "High"
or "Low." Then, the second data is coded based on a
combination pattern of the judgment results of the re-
spective sections.
[0004] However, according to the technique disclosed
in the JP 2003-222687A, when a combination pattern of
the judgment results of "High" or "Low" in the plurality of
sections in a period of the second data does not agree
with any predetermined combinations, the second data
is judged to be an error. Consequently, the technique
has a problem of the impossibility of the detection of time
information when the reception state of the time informa-
tion is bad and a lot of noises are included in a reception
signal.
[0005] DE 10 2004 004375 A1 also relates to a radio
clock capable of detecting a time signal disturbed by
noise interference. For this purpose, all amplitude chang-
es per frame are detected and pulses with a duration less
than a threshold are discarded.
[0006] The present invention was made in considera-
tion of the problem in earlier development, and it is an
object of the present invention to make it possible to de-
tect time information appropriately even if noise compo-
nents are much included in a reception signal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The object of the invention is solved by the sub-
ject matter of the independent claim.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of the
functional configuration of a wave clock of a first em-
bodiment;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of the
configuration of a reception circuit unit in the first
embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a time code system of
a JJY standard frequency broadcast;
FIGS. 4A, 4B and 4C are diagrams for explaining
the definition of pulse widths of the JJY standard
frequency broadcast;
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the examples of a trans-
mission waveform of the JJY standard frequency
broadcast and a time code signal having been sub-
jected to waveform shaping;
FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining the judgment
processing of code data at the time of the reception
of the JJY standard frequency broadcast;
FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a time code system of
a WWVB standard frequency broadcast;
FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C are diagrams for explaining
the definition of pulse widths of the WWVB standard
frequency broadcast;
FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining the judgment
processing of code data at the time of the reception
of the WWVB standard frequency broadcast;
FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a time code system of
a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast;
FIGS. 11A, 11B and 11C are diagrams for explaining
the definition of pulse widths of the DCF77 standard
frequency broadcast;
FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining the judgment
processing of code data at the time of the reception
of the DCF77 standard frequency broadcast;
FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of the data
configuration of a code correspondence table;
FIG. 14 is a flow chart for explaining the flow of first
time correction processing;
FIGS. 15A and 15B are diagrams showing modified
examples of the data configuration of the code cor-
respondence table for the JJY standard frequency
broadcast;
FIGS. 16A and 16B are diagrams showing modified
examples of the data configuration of the code cor-
respondence table for the WWVB standard frequen-
cy broadcast;
FIG. 17 is a diagram showing a modified example of
the data configuration of the code correspondence
table for the DCF77 standard frequency broadcast;
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FIG. 18 is a block diagram showing an example of
the functional configuration of a wave clock of a sec-
ond embodiment;
FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing an example of
the configuration of a reception circuit unit in the sec-
ond embodiment;
FIGS. 20A and 20B are diagrams showing an exam-
ple of a detected detection signal;
FIG. 21 is a diagram showing an output waveform
from a detection rectifier circuit in the case of the
reception of a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast;
FIG. 22 is a diagram showing an output waveform
from the detection rectifier circuit in the case of the
reception of a WWVB standard frequency broadcast;
FIG. 23 is a diagram showing an adjustment example
of a threshold level;
FIG. 24 is a flow chart for explaining the flow of sec-
ond time correction processing;
FIG. 25 is a diagram showing an adjustment example
(modified example) of a threshold level;
FIG. 26 is a block diagram showing a modified ex-
ample of the configuration of a reception circuit unit;
and
FIG. 27 is a diagram showing an adjustment example
(modified example) of a threshold level.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0009] In the following, the preferred embodiments of
the present invention will be described in detail with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1-27. In addition, although a wave clock
to which the present invention is applied is exemplified
in the following, the present invention can be also applied
to the other apparatus for receiving electric waves simi-
larly.

<First Embodiment>

[0010] First, a first embodiment is described.

[Functional Configuration]

[0011] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example
of the functional configuration of a wave clock 1a of the
first embodiment. In the first embodiment, the wave clock
1a is composed of each functional unit of a CPU 100, a
reception circuit unit 300a, an oscillation circuit unit 400,
a timer circuit unit 500, an input unit 600, a display unit
700, a RAM 800 and a ROM 900a.
[0012] The CPU 100 reads a program stored in the
ROM 900a according to predetermined timing, an oper-
ation signal input from the input unit 600, and the like,
and expands the read program into the RAM 800. Then,
the CPU 100 executes the processing based on the pro-
gram to perform an instruction to each functional unit,
the transfer of data, and the like. For example, the CPU
100 performs the control of outputting a switching signal

for switching the frequency of a standard frequency
broadcast to be received to a tuning switching circuit 301,
which will be described later, to switch the reception fre-
quency of an antenna 200, the processing of decoding
a time code signal input from the reception circuit unit
300a to perform a time correction, and the like.
[0013] The reception circuit unit 300a cuts unneces-
sary frequency components of the standard frequency
broadcast received by the antenna 200 to extract an
aimed frequency signal. Then, the reception circuit unit
300a converts the extracted frequency signal into an
electric signal to output the converted electric signal to
the CPU 100.
[0014] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example
of the configuration of the reception circuit unit 300a in
the first embodiment. In the first embodiment, the recep-
tion circuit unit 300a is composed of the tuning switching
circuit 301, an AGC amplifier 303, a filter circuit 305, a
post amplifier 307, a detection rectifier circuit 309, a
waveform shaping circuit 311a and an AGC voltage con-
trol circuit 313.
[0015] The tuning switching circuit 301 switches the
reception frequency of the antenna 200 in accordance
with a switching signal input from the CPU 100. For ex-
ample, the antenna 200 is a bar antenna configured to
be able to receive the standard frequency broadcast of
each country such as a JJY standard frequency broad-
cast having a frequency of 40 kHz or 60 kHz (Japan), a
WWVB standard frequency broadcast (United States)
and a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast (Germany),
and receives an electric wave signal having a reception
frequency according to the control of the tuning switching
circuit 301.
[0016] The AGC amplifier 303 amplifies or attenuates
an electric wave signal (reception signal) input from the
tuning switching circuit 301 according to a control signal
input from the AGC voltage control circuit 313 to output
the amplified or attenuated electric wave signal.
[0017] The filter circuit 305 is a band pass filter (BPF)
having a very narrow passing band, and is made of a
crystal filter for example. The filter circuit 305 outputs a
signal input from the AGC amplifier 303 with a predeter-
mined frequency range thereof being passed through the
filter circuit 305 and the frequency components out of the
range being intercepted.
[0018] The post amplifier 307 amplifies the signal input
from the filter circuit 305 up to a predetermined signal
level to output the amplified signal.
[0019] The detection rectifier circuit 309 detects the
signal input from the post amplifier 307 to output the de-
tected signal.
[0020] The waveform shaping circuit 311a compares
the detection signal input from the detection rectifier cir-
cuit 309 with a predetermined threshold value to perform
the waveform shaping of the compared detection signal
into a binary value and to output the binary value. The
time code signal (TCO) having been subjected to the
waveform shaping by the waveform shaping circuit 311a
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and having been output is input into the CPU 100.
[0021] The AGC voltage control circuit 313 outputs a
control signal for adjusting the amplification degree of
the AGC amplifier 303 according to the level of the de-
tection signal input from the detection rectifier circuit 309.
[0022] Moreover, the waveform shaping circuit 311a
includes a second synchronization detection circuit 315.
The second synchronization detection circuit 315 detects
a second synchronization point indicating every positive
second based on the time code signal input from the
waveform shaping circuit 311a, and generates a second
synchronization signal output every second in synchro-
nization with the time interval of the data of the time code
signal to output the generated second synchronization
signal. The second synchronization signal output from
the second synchronization detection circuit 315 is input
into the CPU 100.
[0023] The description returns to FIG. 1. The oscillation
circuit unit 400 includes a crystal oscillator, and always
outputs a clock signal having a constant frequency.
[0024] The timer circuit unit 500 counts the clock signal
input from the oscillation circuit unit 400 to time the
present time, and outputs the present time data to the
CPU 100.
[0025] The input unit 600 is composed of an operation
switch for a user to input various operations, and the like.
The input unit 600 outputs an operation signal according
to the input with the operation switch or the like to the
CPU 100.
[0026] The display unit 700 is a display apparatus com-
posed of a small-sized liquid crystal display and the like,
and displays the present time, the present reception fre-
quency and the like based on a display signal input from
the CPU 100.
[0027] The RAM 800 includes a memory region for
temporarily holding various programs to be executed by
the CPU 100, the data pertaining to the execution of the
programs, and the like. The RAM 800 is used as a working
area of the CPU 100.
[0028] The ROM 900a stores the programs, the data
and the like for realizing various functions of the wave
clock 1a as well as various initialization values and ini-
tialization programs. In particular, in order to realize the
first embodiment, the ROM 900 stores a control program
910a including a first time correction program 911, a time
code conversion program 913 and a sampling program
915; and a code correspondence table 920.
[0029] The first time correction program 911 is a pro-
gram for, for example, controlling the antenna 200 and
the reception circuit unit 300a every predetermined time
to receive a standard frequency broadcast and to correct
the present time timed by the timer circuit unit 500 based
on the time code signal input from the reception circuit
unit 300a, and for outputting a display signal based on
the corrected present time to the display unit 700 to up-
date a displayed time. The CPU 100 executes the first
time correction processing in accordance with the first
time correction program 911.

[0030] In the first time correction processing, the CPU
100 decodes the time code signal input from the reception
circuit unit 300a to perform the time correction in accord-
ance with a decoded result. At this time, the CPU 100
performs the processing according to the kind of the re-
ceived standard frequency broadcast. In the following,
the judgment methods of code data according to the clas-
sification of the standard frequency broadcasts are
minutely described in order.

(1) JYY Standard frequency broadcast (40 kHz/60 kHz)

[0031] FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a time code system
of a JJY standard frequency broadcast. As shown in FIG.
3, the time code of the JJY standard frequency broadcast
is transmitted every minute by one frame of the time in-
formation having a format of 60 seconds of one period.
Then, in the frame, the time information composed of a
plurality of pieces of data divided every second is ar-
ranged as a time code signal expressed by binaries ac-
quired by the comparison with a predetermined threshold
value. That is, the second data the time intervals of which
are expressed by the binaries divided every second is
arranged as the time code.
[0032] Moreover, in the frame, the field indicating each
data such as a top marker (M) for recognizing the start
of the frame, position markers (P0-P5), minutes, hours,
summing up days (the numbers of days from January
first), years (lower two bits of the years of grace), days
of the week, leap second information, spare bits and the
like is coded to be arranged.
[0033] In more detail, any of the code data of "0", "1"
and "P", which is the top marker or a position marker, is
expressed by the pulse width of each of the data. FIGS.
4A, 4B and 4C are diagrams for explaining the definition
of the pulse widths of the JJY standard frequency broad-
cast. That is, in the JJY standard frequency broadcast,
time information is modulated to a carrier wave of 40 KHz
or 60 KHz. When time information exists, the carrier wave
is received to have the amplitude of 100%. When no time
information exists, the carrier wave is received to have
the amplitude of 10%.
[0034] Hereupon, a rise of a pulse wave is synchro-
nized with the timing at every positive second (i.e. the
second synchronization point). A pulse having the pulse
width 800 (ms) shown in FIG. 4A corresponds to "0"; a
pulse having the pulse width 500 (ms) shown in FIG. 4B
corresponds to "1"; and a pulse having the pulse width
of 200 (ms) shown in FIG. 4C corresponds to "P." Con-
sequently, the interval of every positive second is a time
interval expressing one piece of the code data indicating
"0", "1" or "P."
[0035] For example, a second data signal correspond-
ing to the code data "0" among the second data signals
transmitted every second is defined to invert at a time of
800 ms from the starting point of the second data signal
(see FIG. 4A). Moreover, a second data signal corre-
sponding to the code data "1" is defined to invert at a
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time of 500 ms from the starting point of the second data
signal (see FIG. 4B). That is, the probability of the exist-
ence of the inversions indicating "0" and "1", which are
important code data, in the latter half of the second data
signal is high, and the possibility that the inversions ap-
pearing in the first half thereof are noises is high. More-
over, a noise margin is few in the neighborhood of 800
ms from the starting point of the second data signal, and
the signal is easily changed in the neighborhood of 800
ms.
[0036] When the JJY standard frequency broadcast is
received, the last fall in each second period, i.e. the timing
of the last change point, is judged to be the end of the
pulse wave, and the time code signal is decoded. That
is, the CPU 100 detects a change point at which the time
code signal falls last in a second period, which is a period
between second synchronization signals input from the
second synchronization detection circuit 315. Alterna-
tively, the CPU 100 calculates the time from the starting
point of the second data to the change point at which the
second data changes last in the period of the second
data. That is, the CPU 100 calculates the time from the
starting time of the second period to the last change point
based on the change time point of the detected last
change point. Then, the CPU 100 judges the code data
indicated by the time code signal during the second pe-
riod based on the calculated time.
[0037] The operation is concretely described with ref-
erence to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the exam-
ples of a transmission waveform of a JJY standard fre-
quency broadcast and a time code signal which has been
actually received by the antenna 200 and has been sub-
jected to the waveform shaping by the reception circuit
unit 300a. For example, when a second period T1 (t1-t2)
is watched, a time point t11 at which the time code signal
falls last in the second period T1 is detected, and the
code data indicated by the time code signal in the second
period T1 is judged based on the detected changed time
point t11. On the other hand, in a second period T2 (t2-
t3), the time code signal falls at time points t21 and t23,
and the code data indicated by the time code signal in
the second period T2 is judged based on the time point
t23 at which the time code signal falls last.
[0038] Practically, the CPU 100 samples the time code
signal at a predetermined sampling period (for example,
64 kHz), and detects a change point at which the time
code signal changes last in a second period based on
the sampling data generated as a result of the sampling
processing to judge the code data.
[0039] FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining the judgment
processing of a code data at the time of the reception of
a JJY standard frequency broadcast. In the diagram,
there are shown a time code signal input from the recep-
tion circuit unit 300a, a second synchronization signal
input from the second synchronization detection circuit
315, and sampling data generated as a result of sampling
processing.
[0040] As shown in FIG. 6, if a change time point of a

change point at which the time code signal changes last
is included in a range of, for example, from 700 (ms) to
900 (ms) when a second synchronization point as a start-
ing point of the second synchronization signal is taken
as the starting point, the code data indicated by the time
code signal in the second period is judged to be "0."
[0041] Moreover, if the change time point of a change
point at which the time code signal changes last is in-
cluded in a range of, for example, from 400 (ms) to 600
(ms) when a second synchronization point is taken as
the starting point, the code data indicated by the time
code signal in the second period is judged to be "1."
[0042] Then, if the change time point of a change point
at which the time code signal changes last is included in
a range of, for example, from 100 (ms) to 300 (ms) when
a second synchronization point is taken as the starting
point, the code data indicated by the time code signal in
the second period is judged to be "P."

(2) WWVB Standard frequency broadcast

[0043] FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a time code system
of a WWVB standard frequency broadcast. As shown in
FIG. 7, the time code of the WWVB standard frequency
broadcast is transmitted every minute by one frame of
the time information having a format of 60 seconds of
one period similarly to the JJY standard frequency broad-
cast. Then, in the frame, the time information composed
of a plurality of pieces of data divided every second is
arranged as a time code signal expressed by binaries
acquired by the comparison with a predetermined thresh-
old value. That is, the second data the time intervals of
which are expressed by the binaries divided every sec-
ond is arranged as the time code.
[0044] Moreover, in the frame, the field indicating each
data such as a top marker (M) for recognizing the start
of the frame, position markers (P0-P5), minutes, hours,
summing up days (the numbers of days from January
first), years (lower two bits of the years of grace), days
of the week, leap year information, leap second informa-
tion, spare bits and the like is coded to be arranged.
[0045] In more detail, any of the code data of "0", "1"
and "P" is expressed by the pulse width of each of the
data. FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C are diagrams for explaining
the definition of the pulse widths of the WWVB standard
frequency broadcast. That is, in the WWVB standard fre-
quency broadcast, time information is modulated to a car-
rier wave of 60 KHz. When time information exists, the
carrier wave is received to have the amplitude of 100%.
When no time information exists, the carrier wave is re-
ceived to have the amplitude of 33%.
[0046] Hereupon, a fall of a pulse wave is synchronized
with the timing at every positive second (i.e. the second
synchronization point). A pulse having the pulse width
800 (ms) shown in FIG. 8A corresponds to "0"; a pulse
having the pulse width 500 (ms) shown in FIG. 8B cor-
responds to "1"; and a pulse having the pulse width of
200 (ms) shown in FIG. 8C corresponds to "P."
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[0047] For example, a second data signal correspond-
ing to the code data "0" among the second data signals
transmitted every second is defined to invert at a time of
200 ms from the starting point of the second data signal
(see FIG. 8A). Moreover, a second data signal corre-
sponding to the code data "1" is defined to invert at a
time of 500 ms from the starting point of the second data
signal (see FIG. 8B). That is, the probability of the exist-
ence of the inversions indicating "0" and "1", which are
important code data, in the first half of the second data
signal is high, and the possibility that the inversions ap-
pearing in the latter half are noises is high.
[0048] When the WWVB standard frequency broad-
cast is received, the first rise in each second period, i.e.
the timing of the first change point, is judged to be the
start of the pulse wave, and the time code signal is de-
coded. That is, the CPU 100 detects a change point at
which the time code signal rises first in a second period,
which is a period between second synchronization sig-
nals input from the second synchronization detection cir-
cuit 315. Alternatively, the CPU 100 calculates the time
from the starting point of the second data to the change
point at which the second data changes first in the period
of the second data. That is, the CPU 100 calculates the
time from the starting time of the second period to the
change point based on the change time point of the de-
tected first change point. Then, the CPU 100 judges the
code data indicated by the time code signal during the
second period based on the calculated time.
[0049] Practically, the CPU 100 performs sampling
processing similarly to that in the case of the JJY standard
frequency broadcast, and detects a change point at
which the time code signal changes first in a second pe-
riod based on the generated sampling data to judge the
code data.
[0050] FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining the judgment
processing of the code data at the time of the reception
of a WWVB standard frequency broadcast. In the dia-
gram, there are shown a time code signal input from the
reception circuit unit 300a, a second synchronization sig-
nal input from the second synchronization detection cir-
cuit 315, and sampling data generated as a result of sam-
pling processing.
[0051] As shown in FIG. 9, if a change time point of a
change point at which the time code signal changes first
is included in a range of, for example, from 100 (ms) to
300 (ms) when a second synchronization point as a start-
ing point of the second synchronization signal is taken
as the starting point, the code data indicated by the time
code signal in the second period is judged to be "0."
[0052] Moreover, if the change time point of a change
point at which the time code signal changes first is in-
cluded in a range of, for example, from 400 (ms) to 600
(ms) when a second synchronization point is taken as
the starting point, the code data indicated by the time
code signal in the second period is judged to be "1."
[0053] Then, if the change time point of a change point
at which the time code signal changes first is included in

a range of, for example, from 700 (ms) to 900 (ms) when
a second synchronization point is taken as the starting
point, the code data indicated by the time code signal in
the second period is judged to be "P."

(3) DCF77 Standard frequency broadcast

[0054] FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a time code sys-
tem of a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast. As shown
in FIG. 10, the time code of the DCF77 standard frequen-
cy broadcast is transmitted every minute by one frame
of the time information having a format of 60 seconds of
one period similarly to the JJY standard frequency broad-
cast. Then, in the frame, the time information composed
of a plurality of pieces of data divided every second is
arranged as a time code signal expressed by binaries
acquired by the comparison with a predetermined thresh-
old value. That is, the second data the time intervals of
which are expressed by the binaries divided every sec-
ond is arranged as the time code.
[0055] Moreover, in the frame, the field indicating each
data such as a top marker (M) for recognizing the start
of the frame, an antenna bit (R), leap second information,
a start bit (S) of time information, minutes, hours, days,
days of the week, months, years (lower two bits of the
years of grace) and the like is coded to be arranged.
[0056] In more detail, any of the code data of "0", "1"
and "marker" is expressed by the pulse width of each of
the data. FIGS. 11A, 11B and 11C are diagrams for ex-
plaining the definition of the pulse widths of the DCF77
standard frequency broadcast. That is, in the DCF77
standard frequency broadcast, time information is mod-
ulated to a carrier wave of 77.5 KHz. When time infor-
mation exists, the carrier wave is received to have the
amplitude of 100%. When no time information exists, the
carrier wave is received to have the amplitude of 25%.
[0057] Hereupon, a fall of a pulse wave is synchronized
with the timing at every positive second (i.e. the second
synchronization point). A pulse having the pulse width
900 (ms) shown in FIG. 11A corresponds to "0", and a
pulse having the pulse width 800 (ms) shown in FIG. 11B
corresponds to "1." Moreover, in the DCF77 standard
frequency broadcast, a pulse that does not fall not to
change in the timing of a positive second corresponds to
the "marker."
[0058] For example, a second data signal correspond-
ing to the code data "0" among the second data signals
transmitted every second is defined to invert at a time of
100 ms from the starting point of the second data signal
(see FIG. 11A). Moreover, a second data signal corre-
sponding to the code data "1" is defined to invert at a
time of 200 ms from the starting point of the second data
signal (see FIG. 11B). That is, the probability of the ex-
istence of the inversions indicating "0" and "1", which are
important code data, in the first half of the second data
signal is high, and the possibility that the inversions ap-
pearing in the latter half are noises is high. Moreover, the
possibility that the second data signal indicating the code
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data "1" is disturbed by noises after the code change
thereof becomes high.
[0059] When the DCF77 standard frequency broad-
cast is received, the first rise in each second period, i.e.
the timing of the first change point, is judged to be the
start of the pulse wave, and the time code signal is de-
coded. That is, the CPU 100 detects a change point at
which the time code signal rises first in a second period,
which is a period between second synchronization sig-
nals input from the second synchronization detection cir-
cuit 315. Alternatively, the CPU 100 calculates the time
from the starting point of the second data to the change
point at which the second data changes first in the period
of the second data. That is, the CPU 100 calculates the
time from the starting time of the second period to the
change point based on the change time point of the de-
tected first change point. Then, the CPU 100 judges the
code data indicated by the time code signal during the
second period based on the calculated time.
[0060] Practically, the CPU 100 performs sampling
processing similarly to that in the case of the JJY standard
frequency broadcast, and detects a change point at
which the time code signal changes first in a second pe-
riod based on the generated sampling data to judge the
code data.
[0061] FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining the judgment
processing of the code data at the time of the reception
of a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast. In the dia-
gram, there are shown a time code signal input from the
reception circuit unit 300a, a second synchronization sig-
nal input from the second synchronization detection cir-
cuit 315, and sampling data generated as a result of sam-
pling processing.
[0062] As shown in FIG. 12, if a change time point of
a change point at which the time code signal changes
first is included in a range of, for example, from 100 (ms)
to 150 (ms) when a second synchronization point as a
starting point of the second synchronization signal is tak-
en as the starting point, the code data indicated by the
time code signal in the second period is judged to be "0."
[0063] Then, if the change time point of a change point
at which the time code signal changes first is included in
a range of, for example, from 150 (ms) to 300 (ms) when
a second synchronization point is taken as the starting
point, the code data indicated by the time code signal in
the second period is judged to be "1."
[0064] Then, if no change points are detected in a
range of, for example, from 100 (ms) to 300 (ms) when
a second synchronization point is taken as the starting
point, the code data indicated by the time code signal in
the second period is judged to be the "marker."
[0065] The description returns to FIG. 1. The time code
conversion program 913 is a program for controlling the
reception circuit unit 300a to make the reception circuit
unit 300a receive a standard frequency broadcast and
perform the waveform shaping of the reception signal
into a time code signal. The CPU 100 executes time code
conversion processing in accordance with the time code

conversion program 913.
[0066] The sampling program 915 is a program for
sampling a time code signal input from the reception cir-
cuit unit 300a at a predetermined sampling period (for
example, 64 kHz) to generate the sampling data thereof.
The CPU 100 executes sampling processing in accord-
ance with the sampling program 915.
[0067] The code correspondence table 920 is a data
table defining a correspondence relation between the
change time points of the change points and the code
data of each of the standard frequency broadcast clas-
sification, and is referred to at the time of judging the
code data. FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of
the data configuration of the code correspondence table
920.
[0068] For example, when a JJY standard frequency
broadcast of 40 kHz is received, code data is judged in
accordance with the code correspondence table 920 as
described above. That is, if the change time point of a
detected change point is within the range of from 700
(ms) to 900 (ms) when a second synchronization point
is taken as the starting point, the code data is judged to
be "0"; if the change time point is within the range of from
400 (ms) to 600 (ms), the code data is judged to be "1";
and if the change time point is within the range of from
100 (ms) to 300 (ms), the code data is judged to be "P"
(record L11).
[0069] When a JJY standard frequency broadcast of
60 kHz is received, code data is similarly judged. That
is, if the change time point of a detected change point is
within the range of from 700 (ms) to 900 (ms) when a
second synchronization point is taken as the starting
point, the code data is judged to be "0"; if the change
time point is within the range of from 400 (ms) to 600
(ms), the code data is judged to be "1"; and if the change
time point is within the range of from 100 (ms) to 300
(ms), the code data is judged to be "P" (record L13). In
addition, if the change time point of a detected change
point does not belong to any ranges, the detection is
judged to be an error, for example.
[0070] On the other hand, when a WWVB standard
frequency broadcast is received, code data is judged as
follows. That is, if the change time point of a detected
change point is within the range of from 100 (ms) to 300
(ms) when a second synchronization point is taken as
the starting point, the code data is judged to be "0"; if the
change time point is within the range of from 400 (ms) to
600 (ms), the code data is judged to be "1"; and if the
change time point is within the range of from 700 (ms) to
900 (ms), the code data is judged to be "P" (record L15).
In addition, if the change time point of a detected change
point does not belong to any ranges, the detection is
judged to be an error, for example.
[0071] Moreover, when a DCF77 standard frequency
broadcast is received, code data is judged as follows.
That is, if the change time point of a detected change
point is within the range of from 100 (ms) to 150 (ms)
when a second synchronization point is taken as the start-
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ing point, the code data is judged to be "0"; if the change
time point is within the range of from 150 (ms) to 300
(ms), the code data is judged to be "1"; and if no change
points are detected within the range of from 100 (ms) to
300 (ms), the code data is judged to be a "marker" (record
L17). In addition, if the change time point of a detected
change point does not belong to any ranges, the detec-
tion is judged to be an error, for example.

[Flow of Processing]

[0072] Next, the flow of the first time correction
processing is described. FIG. 14 is a flow chart for ex-
plaining the flow of the first time correction processing.
In addition, the processing described here is the process-
ing executed, for example, every predetermined time in-
terval or in response to a reception starting operation of
a standard frequency broadcast. The processing is real-
ized by the operation of the CPU 100 to read the first time
correction program 911 to execute it.
[0073] In the first time correction processing, the CPU
100 first selects a transmission station of the standard
frequency broadcast in accordance with a user’s opera-
tion (Step a10). At this time, the CPU 100 judges the
standard frequency broadcast classification to be re-
ceived in accordance with the selected transmission sta-
tion.
[0074] Then, the CPU 100 reads the time code con-
version program 913 to execute the time code conversion
processing, and controls the reception circuit unit 300a
to makes the reception circuit unit 300a start the reception
of the standard frequency broadcast (Step a20). Moreo-
ver, the CPU 100 reads the sampling program 915 to
execute sampling processing, and starts the sampling of
a time code signal input from the reception circuit unit
300a (Step a30).
[0075] Successively, the CPU 100 sets the input timing
of the second synchronization signal from the second
synchronization detection circuit 315 to a code width
measurement start point (Step a40), and sets a code
width measurement end point according to the standard
frequency broadcast classification to be received (Step
a50).
[0076] The CPU 100 appropriately sets the code width
measurement end point. For example, if the JJY standard
frequency broadcast or the WWVB standard frequency
broadcast is received, the CPU 100 sets the timing of
900 (ms) from the code width measurement start point
as the code width measurement end point, and if the
DCF77 standard frequency broadcast is received, the
CPU 100 sets the timing of 300 (ms) from the code width
measurement start point as the code width measurement
end point. In addition, although a description is based on
the supposition that a part of the period of a second period
is set as an object data period in accordance with the
code width measurement end point set here to detect a
change point in the following, it is a matter of course that
the input timing of the next second synchronization signal

may be set as the code width measurement end point to
use the whole period of the second period as the object
data period for detecting the change point.
[0077] Successively, the CPU 100 branches the
processing according to the received standard frequency
broadcast classification (Step a60).
[0078] That is, when the received standard frequency
broadcast classification is the JJY standard frequency
broadcast of 40 kHz or the JJY standard frequency broad-
cast of 60 kHz, the CPU 100 detects a change point at
which a time code signal changes last in the object data
period, which is a period between the code width meas-
urement start point set at the Step a40 and the code width
measurement end point set at the Step a50 based on the
sampling data generated as a result of the sampling
processing started at the Step a30 (Step a70). Then, the
CPU 100 refers to the record for the JJY standard fre-
quency broadcast in the code correspondence table 920
to judge the code data based on the change time point
of a detected change point (Step a80).
[0079] When the received standard frequency broad-
cast classification is the WWVB standard frequency
broadcast, the CPU 100 detects a change point at which
the time code signal changes first in the object data period
based on the sampling data generated as a result of the
sampling processing started at the Step a30 (Step a90).
Then, the CPU 100 refers to the record for the WWVB
standard frequency broadcast in the code correspond-
ence table 920 to judge the code data based on the
change time point of a detected change point (Step
a100).
[0080] When the received standard frequency broad-
cast classification is the DCF77 standard frequency
broadcast, the CPU 100 detects a change point at which
the time code signal changes first in the object data period
based on the sampling data generated as a result of the
sampling processing started at Step a30 (Step a110).
Then, the CPU 100 refers to the record for the DCF77
standard frequency broadcast in the code correspond-
ence table 920 to judge the code data based on the
change time point of a detected change point (Step
a120).
[0081] Then, the CPU 100 makes the RAM 800 tem-
porarily store the code data judged at the Step a80, the
Step a100 or the Step a120 (Step a130).
[0082] Then, the CPU 100 repeats the processing at
the Steps a40-a130. When the CPU 100 has decoded
the time code signal for one frame (Step a140: YES), the
CPU 100 extracts the time according to the decoded re-
sult (Step a150), and corrects the present time timed by
the timer circuit unit 500 (Step a160) .
[0083] As described above, according to the first em-
bodiment, when the JJY standard frequency broadcast
of 40 kHz or 60 kHz is received, a change point at which
the time code signal falls last in a second period, which
is a period between the second synchronization signals
input from the second synchronization detection circuit
315, i.e. the last change point, is detected, and the code

13 14 



EP 1 788 460 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

data indicated by the time code signal in the second pe-
riod can be judged based on the change time point of the
detected last change point. Moreover, when the WWVB
standard frequency broadcast or the DCF77 standard
frequency broadcast is received, a change point at which
the time code signal rises first in a second period, i.e. the
first change point, is detected, and the code data indicat-
ed by the time code signal in the second period can be
judged based on the change time point of the detected
first change point.
[0084] In such a way, the demodulation of a standard
frequency broadcast to be received can be performed by
selecting a change time point at which data is included
in consideration of the nature of the data format and the
transfer characteristic of the standard frequency broad-
cast.
[0085] Consequently, even if noise components are
intermixed with a reception signal, the time code signal
can be pertinently decoded. Consequently, the false de-
tection of time information can be prevented to improve
reception performance.
[0086] In addition, when a plurality of changes of a time
code signal is detected in each second period, to put it
concretely, when a plurality of falls of the time code signal
is detected in each second period in the case of receiving
a JJY standard frequency broadcast of 40 kHz or 60 kHz,
or when a plurality of rises of the time code signal is de-
tected in each second period in the case of receiving a
WWVB standard frequency broadcast or a DCF77 stand-
ard frequency broadcast, the reception state may be
judged to be bad, and a warning display may be per-
formed on the display unit 700.
[0087] Moreover, in the first embodiment mentioned
above, when a JJY standard frequency broadcast of 40
kHz or 60 kHz is received, a time code signal is decoded
based on a change time point at which the time code
signal falls last in each second period. Moreover, when
a WWVB standard frequency broadcast or a DCF77
standard frequency broadcast is received, a time code
signal is decoded based on a change time point at which
the time code signal rises first in each second period.
However, a time code signal may be decoded as follows.
[0088] That is, the existence of a change of each of a
plurality of predetermined sections in a second period
among the changes of a time code signal may be detect-
ed to decode the time code signal based on a change
pattern of the existence of the change of each section.
[0089] To put it concretely, when a JJY standard fre-
quency broadcast of 40 kHz or 60 kHz is received, a time
code signal is decoded based on the existence of a fall
of the time code signal in each section. When a WWVB
standard frequency broadcast or a DCF77 standard fre-
quency broadcast is received, a time code signal is de-
coded based on the existence of a rise of the time code
signal in each section. In this case, for example, the data
configuration of the code correspondence table 920 is
changed to the data configuration described in the fol-
lowing.

[0090] FIG. 15A is a diagram showing a modified ex-
ample of the data configuration of the code correspond-
ence table for the JJY standard frequency broadcast, in
which correspondence relations between a change pat-
tern defining the existence of a change of a time code
signal in each section of from 100 (ms) to 300 (ms), from
400 (ms) to 600 (ms) and from 700 (ms) to 900 (ms) and
code data.
[0091] For example, according to the code corre-
spondence table shown in FIG. 15A, when no falls of a
time code signal are detected in the ranges of from 100
(ms) to 300 (ms) and from 700 (ms) to 900 (ms) from a
second synchronization point used as the starting point
and a fall of the time code signal is detected in the range
of from 400 (ms) to 600 (ms) from the second synchro-
nization point used as the starting point, the change pat-
tern is regarded as one shown in a record L21, and the
code data is judged to be "1".
[0092] Moreover, when no falls of a time code signal
are detected in the range of from 700 (ms) to 900 (ms)
from the second synchronization point used as the start-
ing point and a fall of the time code signal is detected in
the ranges of from 100 (ms) to 300 (ms) and from 400
(ms) to 600 (ms), the change pattern is regarded as one
shown in a record L22, and the code data is judged to
be "1" also in this case.
[0093] Moreover, FIG. 15B is a diagram showing an-
other modified example of the code correspondence ta-
ble for the JJY standard frequency broadcast. The cor-
respondence relations between change patterns defining
the existence of changes of a time code signal and code
data may be set as the diagram.
[0094] For example, when a fall of the time code signal
is detected in each of the ranges of from 100 (ms) to 300
(ms), from 400 (ms) to 600 (ms) and from 700 (ms) to
900 (ms) from a second synchronization point used as
the starting point, the code data is judged to be "0" ac-
cording to the code correspondence table shown in FIG.
15A. On the other hand, the change pattern is judged to
be an error according to the code correspondence table
shown in FIG. 15B.
[0095] In such a way, code data may be judged based
on the previous setting of change patterns to decode a
time code signal.
[0096] Moreover, FIG. 16A is a diagram showing a
modified example of the data configuration of the code
correspondence table for the WWVB standard frequency
broadcast, in which correspondence relations between
a change pattern defining the existence of a change of
a time code signal in each section of from 100 (ms) to
300 (ms), from 400 (ms) to 600 (ms) and from 700 (ms)
to 900 (ms) and code data are set.
[0097] Moreover, FIG. 16B is a diagram showing an-
other example of the code correspondence table for the
WWVB standard frequency broadcast. The correspond-
ence relations between change patterns defining the ex-
istence of changes of a time code signal and code data
may be set as the diagram.
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[0098] For example, when no falls of the time code
signal are not detected in the range of from 400 (ms) to
600 (ms) from a second synchronization point used as
the starting point and a fall of the time code signal is
detected in each of the ranges of from 100 (ms) to 300
(ms) and from 700 (ms) to 900 (ms) from the second
synchronization point used as the starting point, the code
data is judged to be "P" (record L25) according to the
code correspondence table shown in FIG. 16A. On the
other hand, the code data is judged to be "0" (record L26)
according to the code correspondence table shown in
FIG. 16B.
[0099] Moreover, FIG. 17 is a diagram showing a mod-
ified example of the data configuration of a code corre-
spondence table for the DCF77 standard frequency
broadcast, in which correspondence relations between
a change pattern defining the existence of a change of
a time code signal in each section of from 100 (ms) to
300 (ms) and from 150 (ms) to 300 (ms) are set.

<Second Embodiment>

[0100] Next, a second embodiment is described. In ad-
dition, the parts similar to those of the first embodiment
are denoted by the same reference numerals as those
of the first embodiment and their descriptions are omitted.

[ Functional Configuration]

[0101] FIG. 18 is a block diagram showing an example
of the functional configuration of a wave clock 1b of the
second embodiment. In the second embodiment, the
wave clock 1b is composed of each functional unit of the
CPU 100, a reception circuit unit 300b, the oscillation
circuit unit 400, the timer circuit unit 500, the input unit
600, the display unit 700, the RAM 800 and a ROM 900b.
[0102] In the second embodiment, the reception circuit
unit 300b is equipped with a threshold level control circuit
317b in addition to the configuration of the reception cir-
cuit unit 300a of the first embodiment. FIG. 19 is a block
diagram showing an example of the configuration of the
reception circuit unit 300b of the second embodiment.
That is, the reception circuit unit 300b is composed of
the tuning switching circuit 301, the AGC amplifier 303,
the filter circuit 305, the post amplifier 307, the detection
rectifier circuit 309, a waveform shaping circuit 311b, the
AGC voltage control circuit 313, the second synchroni-
zation detection circuit 315 and the threshold level control
circuit 317b.
[0103] The threshold level control circuit 317b outputs
a control signal for adjusting a predetermined threshold
value (threshold level) based on the identification infor-
mation of a standard frequency broadcast classification
input from the CPU 100 (i.e. a transmission station of a
standard frequency broadcast to be received). The con-
trol signal output from the threshold level control circuit
317b is input into the waveform shaping circuit 311b.
[0104] Then, the waveform shaping circuit 311b per-

forms the waveform shaping of a detection signal input
from the detection rectifier circuit 309 to a time code sig-
nal. To put it concretely, the waveform shaping circuit
311b compares the detection signal with the threshold
level adjusted by the threshold level control circuit 317b
to generate a time code signal composed of binary val-
ues.
[0105] The operation of the waveform shaping circuit
311b is concretely described with reference to FIGS. 20A
and 20B. FIGS. 20A and 20B are diagrams showing a
detection signal which has been received by the antenna
200 and has been detected by the detection rectifier cir-
cuit 309. For example, when the threshold level is set at
the center of the amplitude of the detection signal as
shown in FIG. 20A, three times of fall changes are de-
tected in the second period T11. On the other hand, when
the threshold level is set at a value rather higher than the
threshold level mentioned above as shown in FIG. 20B,
two times of falls are detected in the second period T11.
In the second embodiment, the threshold level to be used
at the time of performing the waveform shaping of a de-
tection signal is adjusted according to the transmission
station which has transmitted the standard frequency
broadcast (to put it concretely, the kind of the received
standard frequency broadcast, namely a standard fre-
quency broadcast classification).
[0106] Now, a low pass filter for noise elimination is
generally provided at the output stage of the detection
rectifier circuit 309. When a DCF77 standard frequency
broadcast is received, the time constant of the low pass
filter is ordinarily small. On the other hand, when a JJY
standard frequency broadcast or a WWVB standard fre-
quency broadcast is received, the time constant of the
low pass filter is large.
[0107] FIG. 21 is a diagram showing an output wave-
form of the detection rectifier circuit 309 at the time of the
reception of a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast. As
described above, when the DCF77 standard frequency
broadcast is received, the low pass filter provided at the
output stage of the detection rectifier circuit 309 has a
small time constant. Consequently, the output waveform
of the detection rectifier circuit 309 includes high frequen-
cy noises. In the example shown in FIG. 21, saw tooth
wavelike pulse noises appear in addition to the high fre-
quency noises. In this case, it is possible to lessen the
influence of the pulse noises at the time of binarization
by lowering the threshold level.
[0108] FIG. 22 is a diagram showing an output wave-
form of the detection rectifier circuit 309 at the time of the
reception of a WWVB standard frequency broadcast.
When the WWVB standard frequency broadcast is re-
ceived, the low pass filter provided at the output stage of
the detection rectifier circuit 309 is set to have a large
time constant not so as to include harmonic noises on
an output waveform. However, noises included in data
waveform itself cannot be removed and the noises are
superimposed on the data waveform as shown in FIG.
22. In such a case, the influence of the noises at the time
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of binarization can be lessened by setting the threshold
level high, and only data can be extracted. The situation
is also true at the time of receiving a JJY standard fre-
quency broadcast.
[0109] FIG. 23 is a diagram showing an adjustment
example of the threshold level. The threshold level con-
trol circuit 317b stores a data table in which correspond-
ence relations between the standard frequency broad-
cast classifications (i.e. transmission stations to transmit
standard frequency broadcasts to be received) and the
values of threshold levels shown in FIG. 23 are defined,
and refers to the data table to select the value of the
threshold level corresponding to the transmission station
of the standard frequency broadcast to be received.
Then, the threshold level control circuit 317b outputs a
control signal to set the selected value as the threshold
level to the waveform shaping circuit 311b.
[0110] For example, when a JJY standard frequency
broadcast of 40 KHz is received, the threshold level con-
trol circuit 317b outputs a control signal to set a prede-
termined standard value as the threshold level to the
waveform shaping circuit 311b (record L31).
[0111] When a WWVB standard frequency broadcast
is received, the threshold level control circuit 317b sets
a value rather higher than the standard value mentioned
above as the threshold level. For example, the threshold
level control circuit 317b outputs a control signal to set
the threshold value to a value being 1.1 times as large
as the standard value to the waveform shaping circuit
311b (record L33).
[0112] When a DCF77 standard frequency broadcast
is received, the threshold level control circuit 317b sets
a value rather lower than the standard value as the
threshold level. For example, the threshold level control
circuit 317b outputs a control signal to set the threshold
value to a value being 0.9 times as large as the standard
value to the waveform shaping circuit 311b (record L35).
[0113] The description is returned to FIG. 18 again.
For realizing the second embodiment, the ROM 900b of
the wave clock 1b stores a control program 910b includ-
ing a second time correction program 912, the time code
conversion program 913 and the sampling program 915;
and the code correspondence table 920.
[0114] The second time correction program 912 is a
program for, for example, controlling the antenna 200
and the reception circuit unit 300b every predetermined
time to receive a standard frequency broadcast and to
correct the present time timed by the timer circuit unit
500 based on the time code signal input from the recep-
tion circuit unit 300b, and for outputting a display signal
based on the corrected present time to the display unit
700 to update a displayed time. The CPU 100 executes
the second time correction processing in accordance with
the second time correction program 912.
[0115] In the second time correction processing, the
CPU 100 outputs the identification information of the
standard frequency broadcast classification to be re-
ceived to the threshold level control circuit 371b to make

the threshold level control circuit 317b adjust a threshold
level.

[ Flow of Processing]

[0116] Next, the flow of the second time correction
processing is described. FIG. 24 is a flow chart for ex-
plaining the flow of the second time correction process-
ing. In addition, the processing described here is the
processing executed, for example, every predetermined
time interval or in response to a reception starting oper-
ation of a standard frequency broadcast. The processing
is realized by the operation of the CPU 100 to read the
second time correction program 911 to execute it.
[0117] In the second time correction processing, the
CPU 100 selects a transmission station of a standard
frequency broadcast at the Step a10, and the CPU 100
judges the standard frequency broadcast classification
to be received in accordance with the selected transmis-
sion station. After that, the CPU 100 outputs the identifi-
cation information of the standard frequency broadcast
classification to the threshold level control circuit 317b
(Step b15). Then, the CPU 100 shifts the processing
thereof to that at the Step a20, which has been described
with regard to the first embodiment. After that, the CPU
100 performs the processing similar to that of the first
embodiment.
[0118] As described above, according to the second
embodiment, because it is possible to adjust the thresh-
old level used at the time of the waveform shaping of a
detection signal in order to make it possible to perform
the most accurate binarization of the detection signal ac-
cording to the classification (transmission station) of the
standard frequency broadcast to be received in consid-
eration of the property of the data format and the transfer
characteristic of the standard frequency broadcast, it be-
comes possible to prevent the false detection of time in-
formation to improve the reception performance of the
wave clock.
[0119] In addition, although a predetermined standard
value is set as a reference value to perform the adjust-
ment of the threshold level corresponding to a standard
frequency broadcast classification to be received in the
second embodiment mentioned above, the adjustment
of the threshold level may be performed as follows.
[0120] That is, for example, the threshold level may be
controlled correspondingly to the detection method of a
change point at the time of decoding a time code. In this
case, the CPU 100 performs the processing of outputting
the information pertaining to the detection method of a
change point at the time of decoding the time code to the
threshold level control circuit 317b in place of the
processing at the Step b15 in FIG. 24.
[0121] FIG. 25 is a diagram showing adjustment ex-
amples of the threshold level in this case.
[0122] For example, when a time code is decoded by
detecting a change point at which a time code signal
changes last in a second period, namely when a JJY
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standard frequency broadcast of 40 kHz or 60 kHz is
received, the threshold level control circuit 317b sets the
threshold level to a value rather higher than a predeter-
mined standard value, and outputs a control signal to set
the threshold level to a value, for example, being 1.1
times as large as the standard value to the waveform
shaping circuit 311b (record L41).
[0123] A JJY standard frequency broadcast has long
time intervals indicating the code data expressing "0" and
"1" as shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B. In this case, when
noises are superimposed on the parts of the code data
other than the time interval indicating the data, the su-
perimposed noises can avoid being binarized if the
threshold level is set to be rather higher as shown in FIG.
20B.
[0124] Moreover, when a time code is decoded by de-
tecting a change point at which a time code signal chang-
es first in a second period, namely in the case of receiving
a WWVB standard frequency broadcast or a DCF77
standard frequency broadcast, the threshold level control
circuit 317b sets the threshold level to be a value rather
lower than the standard value mentioned above, and out-
puts a control signal to set the threshold level to a value,
for example, being 0.9 times as large as the standard
value to the waveform shaping circuit 311b (record L43).
[0125] A WWVB standard frequency broadcast and a
DCF77 standard frequency broadcast severally have
short time intervals indicating the code data expressing
"0" and "1." In this case, there is a possibility that a pulse
expressing data takes a saw tooth wave shape. If the
pulse takes such a waveform, it is possible to binarize a
detection signal more accurately by setting the threshold
level to be rather lower than the standard value.
[0126] Moreover, the threshold level may be controlled
according to the peak value and the bottom value of a
detection signal. FIG. 26 is a block diagram showing the
configuration of a reception circuit unit 300c of the present
modified example. In the present modified example, the
reception circuit unit 300c is provided with a threshold
level control circuit 317c equipped with a peak/bottom
detection circuit 319 in place of the threshold level control
circuit 317b of the second embodiment.
[0127] The peak/bottom detection circuit 319 detects
the peak value and the bottom value of a detection signal
input from the detection rectifier circuit 309. Then, the
threshold level control circuit 317c outputs a control sig-
nal to adjust the threshold level based on the peak value
and the bottom value of a detection signal detected by
the peak/bottom detection circuit 319 to a waveform
shaping circuit 311c.
[0128] FIG. 27 is a diagram showing adjustment ex-
amples of the threshold level in this case.
[0129] For example, in the case of receiving a JJY
standard frequency broadcast, the threshold level control
circuit 317c outputs a control signal to set the threshold
level to an intermediate value of the peak value and the
bottom value of a detection signal having been detected
by the peak/bottom detection circuit 319 to the waveform

shaping circuit 311c (record L51).
[0130] In the case of receiving a WWVB standard fre-
quency broadcast, the threshold level control circuit 317c
sets the threshold level to a value rather higher than the
intermediate value of the peak value and the bottom value
mentioned above, and outputs a control signal to set the
threshold level to a value of, for example, being 1.1 times
as large as the intermediate value (record L53) to the
waveform shaping circuit 311c.
[0131] In the case of receiving a DCF77 standard fre-
quency broadcast, the threshold level control circuit 317c
sets the threshold level to a value rather lower than the
intermediate value of the peak value and the bottom val-
ue, and outputs a control signal to set the threshold level
to a value of, for example, being 0.9 times as large as
the intermediate value (record L55) to the waveform
shaping circuit 311c.
[0132] Alternatively, the threshold level may be con-
trolled according to a region (country) in which the wave
clock 1b is used. In this case, the CPU 100 performs the
processing of outputting the information pertaining to the
region in which the wave clock 1b is used to the threshold
level control circuit 317c in place of the processing at the
Step b15 in FIG. 24.

Claims

1. A time reception apparatus comprising:

a reception unit (200) adapted to receive a
standard frequency broadcast including time in-
formation composed of a plurality of pieces of
data and divided into every second;
a waveform shaping unit (311a) adapted to per-
form waveform shaping of the standard frequen-
cy broadcast, received by the reception unit
(200), to a time code signal expressed by bina-
ries and divided into every second;
a change time calculation unit (100) adapted to
detect a change point at which the time code
signal, subjected to the waveform shaping by
the waveform shaping unit (311a), changes in a
divided period, and for calculating a time from a
start of the period to the change point;
a decoding unit (100) adapted to decode the
time code signal based on the time calculated
by the change time calculation unit (100) into a
piece of data of time information; and
a time extracting unit (100) adapted to extract a
time indicated by the time information in accord-
ance with a decoded result by the decoding unit
(100)
characterized in that
the change time calculation unit (100) is further
adapted to detect either only the change point
at which the time code signal changes first or
only the change point at which the time code
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signal changes last in a subdivided period of the
divided period for the calculation of the time from
a start of the period to the detected change point.

2. The time reception apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the waveform shaping unit (311a) further
comprises a synchronization signal generation unit
(315) adapted to generate a synchronization signal
output every second in synchronization with a time
interval of the data of the time code signal based on
the time code signal subjected to the waveform shap-
ing, and
the change time calculation unit (100) is adapted to
detect the change point in a predetermined section
of the period of the synchronization signal output in
every second generated by the synchronization sig-
nal generation unit (315), and to calculate a time from
a start of the period to the change point.

3. A wave clock comprising:

the time reception apparatus according to any
of claims 1 to 2;
a time counting unit (500) for counting a time;
an output display unit (700) for displaying the
time counted by the time counting unit (500); and
a time correction unit (100, step a160) for cor-
recting the time counted by the time counting
unit (500) based on the time extracted by the
time extracting unit (100, step a150).

Patentansprüche

1. Zeitempfangsvorrichtung, die umfasst:

eine Empfangseinheit (200), die so eingerichtet
ist, dass sie einen Standardfrequenz-Rundfunk
empfängt, der eine Zeitinformation enthält, die
aus einer Vielzahl von Datenelementen zusam-
mengesetzt ist und in jede Sekunde unterteilt ist;
eine Signalform-Formungseinheit (311 a), die
so eingerichtet ist, dass sie eine Signalform-For-
mung des Standardfrequenz-Rundfunks, der
durch die Empfangseinheit (200) empfangen
wird, zu einem Zeitcode-Signal durchführt, das
durch Binärzahlen ausgedrückt wird und in jede
Sekunde unterteilt ist;
eine Änderungszeit-Berechnungseinheit (100),
die so eingerichtet ist, dass sie einen Ände-
rungspunkt erfasst, an dem sich das Zeitcode-
Signal, das der Signalform-Formung durch die
Signalform-Formungseinheit (311a) unterzo-
gen wurde, in einer Teilperiode ändert, und mit
der eine Zeit von einem Anfang der Periode bis
zu dem Änderungspunkt berechnet wird;
eine Decodiereinheit (100), die so eingerichtet
ist, dass sie das Zeitcode-Signal auf Basis der

durch die Änderungszeit-Berechnungseinheit
(100) berechneten Zeit zu einem Datenelement
der Zeitinformation decodiert; und
eine Zeit-Extrahiereinheit (100), die so einge-
richtet ist, dass sie entsprechend einem Deco-
dierergebnis der Decodiereinheit (100) eine
durch die Zeitinformation angezeigte Zeit extra-
hiert,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Änderungszeit-Berechnungseinheit (100)
des Weiteren so eingerichtet ist, dass sie ent-
weder nur den Änderungspunkt, an dem sich
das Zeitcode-Signal in einer Unter-Teilperiode
der Teilperiode erstmalig ändert, oder nur den
Änderungspunkt, an dem sich das Zeitcode-Si-
gnal in einer Unter-Teilperiode der Teilperiode
letztmalig ändert, für die Berechnung der Zeit
von einem Anfang der Periode bis zu dem er-
fassten Änderungspunkt erfasst.

2. Zeitempfangsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Signalform-Formungseinheit (311a) des Weite-
ren eine Synchronisationssignal-Erzeugungseinheit
(315) umfasst, die so eingerichtet ist, dass sie ein
Synchronisationssignal, das jede Sekunde syn-
chron zu einem Zeitintervall der Daten des Zeitcode-
Signals ausgegeben wird, auf Basis des der Signal-
form-Formung unterzogenen Zeitcode-Signals er-
zeugt, und die Änderungszeit-Berechnungseinheit
(100) so eingerichtet ist, dass sie den Änderungs-
punkt in einem vorgegebenen Abschnitt der Periode
des in jeder Sekunde ausgegebenen Synchronisa-
tionssignals erfasst, das durch die Synchronisati-
onssignal-Erzeugungseinheit (315) erzeugt wird,
und eine Zeit von einem Anfang der Periode bis zu
dem Änderungspunkt berechnet.

3. Funkuhr, die umfasst:

die Zeitempfangsvorrichtung nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 2;
eine Zeitzähleinheit (500) zum Zählen einer Zeit;
eine Ausgabe-Anzeigeeinheit (700) zum Anzei-
gen der durch die Zeitzähleinheit (500) gezähl-
ten Zeit; und
eine Zeitkorrektureinheit (100, Schritte a160)
zum Korrigieren der durch die Zeitzähleinheit
(500) gezählten Zeit auf Basis der durch die Zeit-
Extrahiereinheit (100, Schritt a150) extrahierten
Zeit.

Revendications

1. Appareil de réception de temps comprenant :

une unité de réception (200) adaptée pour re-
cevoir une diffusion de fréquences étalon in-
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cluant des informations temporelles composées
d’une pluralité d’éléments de données et divi-
sées en chaque seconde ;
une unité de mise en forme de forme d’onde
(311a) adaptée pour effectuer une mise en for-
me de forme d’onde de la diffusion de fréquen-
ces étalon, reçue par l’unité de réception (200),
en un signal de code temporel exprimé par des
binaires et divisé en chaque seconde ;
une unité de calcul de temps de changement
(100) adaptée pour détecter un point de chan-
gement auquel le signal de code temporel, sou-
mis à la mise en forme de forme d’onde par l’uni-
té de mise en forme de forme d’onde (311a),
change dans une période divisée, et pour cal-
culer un temps depuis un début de la période
jusqu’au point de changement ;
une unité de décodage (100) adaptée pour dé-
coder le signal de code temporel sur la base du
temps calculé par l’unité de calcul de temps de
changement (100) en un élément de données
d’informations temporelles ; et
une unité d’extraction de temps (100) adaptée
pour extraire un temps indiqué par les informa-
tions temporelles conformément à un résultat
décodé par l’unité de décodage (100)
caractérisé en ce que
l’unité de calcul de temps de changement (100)
est en outre adaptée pour détecter soit seule-
ment le point de changement auquel le signal
de code temporel change en premier soit seu-
lement le point de changement auquel le signal
de code temporel change en dernier dans une
période subdivisée de la période divisée pour le
calcul du temps depuis un début de la période
jusqu’au point de changement détecté.

2. Appareil de réception de temps selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel l’unité de mise en forme de forme
d’onde (311a) comprend en outre une unité de gé-
nération de signal de synchronisation (315) adaptée
pour générer un signal de synchronisation sorti à
chaque seconde en synchronisation avec un inter-
valle de temps des données du signal de code tem-
porel sur la base du signal de code temporel soumis
à la mise en forme de forme d’onde, et
l’unité de calcul de temps de changement (100) est
adaptée pour détecter le point de changement dans
une section prédéterminée de la période du signal
de synchronisation sorti à chaque seconde généré
par l’unité de génération de signal de synchronisa-
tion (315), et pour calculer un temps depuis un début
de la période jusqu’au point de changement.

3. Horloge à ondes comprenant :

l’appareil de réception de temps selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 2 ;

une unité de comptage de temps (500) pour
compter un temps ;
une unité d’affichage de sortie (700) pour affi-
cher le temps compté par l’unité de comptage
de temps (500) ; et
une unité de correction de temps (100, étape
a160) pour corriger le temps compté par l’unité
de comptage de temps (500) sur la base du
temps extrait par l’unité d’extraction de temps
(100, étape a150).
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