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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR STORING FILE

(57) Based on the file names of a plurality of data
files indicating a simulation result, it is determined wheth-
er or not each data file is a data file to be visualized.

Output plural data files are stored in a first file storage
unit, and the data file to be visualized is stored in a second
file storage unit.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a device and a
method for storing a plurality of data files.

Background Art

[0002] FIG. 1 is an example of a configuration of a con-
ventional computer system. The file output from the ap-
plication program for a simulation executed by a large
scale computer 103 is normally stored in a file server
device 102. The large scale computer 103 can perform
various applications for simulation such as scientific com-
putation etc., and the large scale computer 103 is con-
nected to the file server 102 on a high-speed network.
The file server 102 is configured using, for example, a
magnetic storage device.
[0003] On the other hand, a visualizing computer 101
is normally provided separate from the large scale com-
puter 103, and executes a visualizing application pro-
gram (hereinafter referred to as a visualizing application),
thereby accessing the file server 102. A user transfers a
file selected through a visualizing application to the vis-
ualizing computer 101, thereby acquiring preferable da-
ta.
[0004] The application for simulation on the large scale
computer 103 divides a simulation result and outputs the
resultant divisions to a plurality of data files by spatially
dividing an event to be simulated. A time-base dividing
process can also be performed on these data files.
[0005] The visualizing application on the visualizing
computer 101 reads data files divided on a time base, on
a spatial base, and for each physical amount, and dis-
plays on a screen the event described on a data file in
various methods.
[0006] In the computer system above, when a huge
amount of data of terabyte or petabyte order is output
from the large scale computer 103, it is necessary to read
the huge amount of data from the file server 102 and
visualize the data. In this case, there occurs the problem
of a long entire processing time from the data output by
the large scale computer 103 to the visualization by the
visualizing computer 101 due to the access speed of the
magnetic storage device configuring the file server 102
and a necessary file selecting operation, thereby incur-
ring a higher cost.
[0007] Therefore, a user of the large scale computer
103, especially a researcher and a computation engineer
for scientific computation have a strong demand to re-
duce the cost.
When data to be displayed is stored in a display device,
a conventional technique includes a data processing de-
vice for displaying data of a file by transmitting a selection
code corresponding to the file to the display device. In
addition, there is a simulation result display device for
selecting data from a sequence of data of signal process-

ing simulation results, reducing the number of pieces of
data, and displaying waveforms.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-open Patent
Publication No. 02-100124
Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-open Patent
Publication No. 09-091316

Disclosure of Invention

[0008] The present invention aims at shortening the
processing time from the data output by a computer to
the visualization by a visualizing computer.
A disclosed file storage device includes a reception unit,
first and second file storage units, and a control unit.
[0009] The reception unit receives a plurality of data
files indicating a simulation result output from a computer.
The first file storage unit stores the plurality of received
data files, and the second file storage unit stores a data
file to be visualized among the data files. The control unit
determines based on the file names of the plurality of
received data files whether or not each data file is a data
file to be visualized, and stores a data file to be visualized
in the second file storage unit.
[0010] With the above-mentioned file storage device,
a data file to be visualized is automatically selected from
among a plurality of data files output from a computer,
and stored in the second file storage unit. Since the
number of the data files stored in the second file storage
unit is smaller than that of the data files stored in the first
file storage unit, the data files to be visualized can be
efficiently read from the second file storage unit. In ad-
dition, since a user does not have to select a data file,
the necessary processing time for the visualization can
be shortened.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0011]

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a conventional
computer system;
FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of a first computer
system;
FIG. 3 is a configuration diagram of a first computer
system;
FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a file server;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a file deleting process;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a file writing process;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a file selecting process;
FIG. 8 illustrates a user interface screen;
FIG. 9 is a configuration diagram of an information
processing device; and
FIG. 10 illustrates a method of providing a program
and data.
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Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0012] The best embodiment of the present invention
is described below in detail with reference to the attached
drawings.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the configuration the com-
puter system of an embodiment. The computer system
includes a cache device 202 on the route from a large
scale computer 203 to a file server 201, and a data file
to be visualized is copied to the cache device 202 among
the data files transferred to the file server 201. Thus, since
a visualizing computer 204 can efficiently read a data file
from the cache device 202, the process can be performed
in a shorter time than the reading process through the
conventional file server.
[0013] In addition, the data file output from the large
scale computer 203 is assigned as a file name an integer
or a character string indicating the data contents such as
a time step, a space area, a physical amount, etc. Thus,
a user can select a data file of time-series data for each
user-specified time step, and a space area and a physical
amount can also be easily selected. Thus, the time re-
quired to select a data file can be shortened by assigning
a file name which enables data contents to be easily rec-
ognized.
[0014] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the configura-
tion of the computer system in which the cache device
202 illustrated in FIG. 2 is provided in the file server 201.
The file server 201 includes a control unit 301, a volatile
memory device 302, and a magnetic storage device 303.
The magnetic storage device 303 can be replaced with
another storage device.
[0015] The volatile memory device 302 corresponds
to the cache device 202, and is a storage device capable
of high-speed access in writing and reading unlike the
magnetic storage device 303. The control unit 301 stores
the data file output from the large scale computer 203 in
the magnetic storage device 303, and determines from
the file name assigned to the data file whether or not the
data file is to be copied to the volatile memory device 302
based on a prescribed criterion. Then, the data file is
copied to the volatile memory device 302 only when it is
necessary.
[0016] With the above-mentioned file server 201, only
a data file to be visualized is accumulated in the high-
speed accessible volatile memory device 302, and the
visualizing computer 204 can access a file at a high speed
as compared with the magnetic storage device 303.
[0017] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of another config-
uration of the file server 201. The file server 201 in FIG.
4 includes connection units 401 and 402, a display unit
403, a gate device 404, control units 405 and 406, a vol-
atile memory device 407, and a magnetic storage device
408. The magnetic storage device 408 can be replaced
with another storage device.
[0018] The connection unit 401 is connected to the
large scale computer 203 over a communication network,
and the connection unit 402 is connected to the visual-

izing computer 204 over the communication network. The
display unit 403 displays the state of the file server 201.
[0019] The gate device 404 is provided on the data
path between the connection unit 401 and the control
unit 406. The gate device 404 is provided only on the
receiving side path for transferring the data received from
a network to the control unit 406, and is not provided on
the transmitting side path for transferring a signal from
the control unit 406 to the connection unit 401.
[0020] In the gate device 404, a buffer is provided for
transferring data efficiently to both of the control units
405 and 406. The buffer temporarily accumulates a pack-
et as a transfer unit of a divided data file. A processing
device such as a central processing unit (CPU) etc. is
provided in the gate device 404 to execute an instruction
received from the control unit 405.
[0021] A managing process 412 of the control unit 406
performs control of storing a data file transferred from
the gate device 404 in the magnetic storage device 408,
control of the display unit 403, and various controlling
operations of the entire file server 201. The magnetic
storage device 408 includes a plurality of magnetic stor-
age media and accumulates a plurality of data files. The
managing process 412 determines in which area of which
medium in the magnetic storage device 408 a data file
is to be stored, and stores the data file in the determined
area.
[0022] A managing process 411 of the control unit 405
performs control of the gate device 404, control of the
volatile memory device 407, and control the interface with
the visualizing computer 204. The caching operation of
the file server 201 can be efficiently controlled by provid-
ing the control unit 405 independent of the control unit
406.
[0023] The managing process 411 constantly monitors
the gate device 404, and determines whether or not a
data file is to be cached when a transmission start noti-
fication of the data file is received from the large scale
computer 203. Then, the gate device 404 is controlled
so that a data file which is not to be cached can be trans-
ferred only to the control unit 406, and a data file to be
cached can be transferred to the control units 405 and
406.
[0024] The managing process 411 determines in
which area in the volatile memory device 407 the data
file is to be stored, and stores the data file transferred
from the gate device 404 in the determined area.
[0025] The accident of erroneously deleting a data file
can be avoided by the managing process 411 managing
data files. In addition, by transferring a data file from the
gate device 404 to the volatile memory device 407, the
transferring process can be more efficiently performed
than in the case in which the data file is stored in the
magnetic storage device 408 and then transferred to the
volatile memory device 407.
[0026] The path between the connection unit 402 and
the control unit 405 has an efficient transferring function
to transmit a data file from the volatile memory device
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407 to the visualizing computer 204 at a high speed. Con-
cretely, a transmitting path having a high transfer effi-
ciency to transmit a large capacity of files and a receiving
path for receiving a copy completion notification from the
visualizing computer 204 are provided. In addition to the
connection unit 401, the connection unit 402 is provided,
thereby allowing the visualizing computer 204 to access
a data file regardless of the communication state with the
large scale computer 203.
[0027] Upon receipt of access from the visualizing
computer 204 through a hyper text transfer protocol (HT-
TP) etc., the managing process 411 transfers the display
information about a user interface screen. A user spec-
ifies on the user interface screen a data file to be copied
to the volatile memory device 407. By the managing proc-
ess 411 for managing data files providing the user inter-
face screen, an efficient operation of the file server 201
can be performed.
[0028] Next, the control by the control unit 405 in the
managing process 411 is described below in detail.
The managing process 411 has a function of identifying
a file name, and determines whether or not a file is to be
copied to the volatile memory device 407 according to
the information about a processor number, an output date
and time, etc. automatically assigned by the large scale
computer 203, and the information about a time step, a
space area, etc. specified by a user. The user-specified
information is reported to the managing process 411 from
the visualizing computer 204 through the connection unit
402.
[0029] A file name indicates, for example, the position
of time and space, a physical amount described in a file,
etc. and is specified by a user. The managing process
411 reads an integer value indicating time, an integer
value indicating a space area, etc., and determines
based on the file name whether or not the read value is
to be copied to the volatile memory devices 407. In ad-
dition, regardless of the file name, all files are stored in
the magnetic storage device 408 through the control unit
406.
[0030] Generally, the capacity of the volatile memory
device 407 is often designed smaller than that of the mag-
netic storage device 408. In this case, if a file selected
by a user and copied to the visualizing computer 204
remains as is, the amount of data of files exceeds the
capacity in proportion to the number of users. Then, the
managing process 411 has the function of deleting a file
held in the volatile memory device 407.
[0031] A file is deleted when, for example, the time in
which files are held exceeds a prescribed time. In this
case, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the managing process 411
periodically checks whether or not the retention time of
each file has exceeded a prescribed time (step 501), and
if the retention time has exceeded the prescribed time,
the corresponding file is deleted (step 502). The pre-
scribed time can be specified by an operator of the file
server 201 as time limit for management, or can be spec-
ified by a user.

[0032] FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a file writing
process by the managing process 411. Upon receipt of
a notification of the amount of data of a received file from
the gate device 404, the managing process 411 checks
whether or not the total amount of data of the file and
files already stored in the volatile memory device 407
has exceeded the capacity of the volatile memory device
407 (step 601). If the total amount of data does not exceed
the capacity of the volatile memory device 407 (NO in
S602), the received file is written to the volatile memory
device 407 (step 603). If the total amount of data exceeds
the capacity of the volatile memory device 407 (YES in
S602), the file is not accepted. Afterwards, when a file
which has been long stored is deleted and a vacant area
is detected, a new file is accepted.
[0033] Described next is an algorithm of selecting a
file to be copied to the volatile memory device 407.
The large scale computer 203 is, for example, a parallel
computer configured by a plurality of processors, and
each processor performs the calculation of the physical
amount of a specified area among all space areas to be
simulated. In this case, the file of an output simulation
result generally has the following information.
[0034]

(1) An index of each node (necessary point for cal-
culation) in all space areas
(2) A local index of each node

[0035] A local index is assigned to each node in each
processor, and corresponds one to one to the index of
(1) above.

(3) A time step
(4) Coordinates of each node
(5) A list of plural nodes connected for generating an
element
(6) A physical amount on each node (scalar, vector,
etc.)
(7) A physical amount on each element (scalar, vec-
tor, tensor, etc.)
(8) A list of nodes on the boundary of areas (list of
indexes of (2) above)

[0036] Generally, when a simulation result is visual-
ized, the shape of a display target (object etc.) is dis-
played based on the indexes (1) and (2) above using (4)
and (5), and the value of the physical amount is displayed
using (6) and (7). These pieces of information are divided
and integrated to generate a data file to be visualized.
[0037] A file name of a data file can be expressed in,
for example, the following format.
prefix.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.extention
where the prefix is a character string specified by a user,
ttt is an integer value indicating a time step. xxx, yyy, and
zzz are an integer value indicating the X coordinate, the
Y coordinate, and the Z coordinate of an area. uuu is an
integer value indicating a physical amount.

5 6 



EP 2 345 965 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0038] As the header of each packet which is a file
transfer unit, a time stamp MMDDhhmmss indicating the
date and time and a processor identifier (ID) on the gen-
erating side are described in addition to the file name
above.
[0039] A user specifies a file to be copied on the visu-
alizing computer 204 by inputting the file specification
condition indicating the range of a file name. As a file
specification condition, the range of the character string
or the integer value of all or a part of a file name is input.
[0040] For example, as a specification condition of a
time step, a visualizing time interval n (integer) is input.
In this case, a packet output for every n steps is selected.
As a specification condition of space, the upper limit m2
and lower limit m1 indicating the range of the value of
each coordinate are input such as xxx >= m1 && xxx <=
m2. As a specification condition of a physical amount, an
integer value indicating a visualizing physical amount is
input such as uuu= 1. Various data can be used as a
physical amount regardless of electric, electromagnetic,
and chemical fields.
[0041] Furthermore, a part of header information can
be added as a file specification condition. For example,
as a specification condition of date and time, an upper
limit and a lower limit indicating a time range are input.
As a specification condition of a processor ID, an upper
limit and a lower limit indicating the range of values of a
processor ID are input.
[0042] FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a file selecting
process by the managing process 411 when such a file
name is used. Upon receipt of a notification of the file
name and header information of a packet received from
the gate device 404 (step 701), the managing process
411 first checks whether or not the prefix of the file name
matches the specified prefix (step 702) .
[0043] If the prefix of the file name matches the spec-
ified prefix (YES in S702), it is further checked whether
or not the time stamp of the header information is included
in the specified time range (step 703). If the time stamp
is included in the specified time range (YES in S703), it
is checked whether or not the integer value indicating the
time step of the file name corresponds to the specified
time step (step 704),
[0044] For example, when the time interval n is spec-
ified, and if the remainder obtained by dividing the time
step ttt by n is 0, then the time step ttt corresponds to the
specified time step. On the other hand, if the remainder
is not 0, the time step ttt does not correspond to the spec-
ified time step.
[0045] If the integer value indicating the time step cor-
responds to the specified time step (YES in step 704), it
is then checked whether or not the integer value indicat-
ing the area of the file name is included in the specified
area range (step 705). If the integer value indicating the
area is included in the specified area range (YES in
S705), then it is checked whether or not the integer value
indicating the physical amount of the file name corre-
sponds to the specified physical amount (step 706).

[0046] Then, if the integer value indicating the physical
amount corresponds to the specified physical amount
(YES in S706), the gate device 404 is instructed to trans-
fer the received packet to both of the volatile memory
device 407 and the magnetic storage device 408 (step
708). On the other hand, if the information in the received
packet does not correspond to the specified information
in one of steps 702 through 706, the gate device 404 is
instructed to transfer the packet only to the magnetic stor-
age device 408 (step 707).
[0047] The above-mentioned file selecting process is
summarized as follows.

(1) Time stamp

[0048] If the time stamp MMDDhhmnss of the header
information is in a prescribed range, the packet is select-
ed. The time stamp is automatically assigned by the large
scale computer 203. For example, the time from 19:21
to 19:25 on July 7 can be specified as 0707192100 ∼
0707192500.

(2) Time step

[0049] If the remainder obtained by dividing ttt in the
file name by the specified time interval n, then the packet
is selected. For example, when n = 2, a packet such as
prefix.002.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu, prefix.004.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu,
etc. is selected.

(3) Area

[0050] If xxx, yyy, and zzz in the file name are included
in the specified area range, the packet is selected. For
example, xxx >= m1 && xxx <= m2, m1=2, m2=6 are
specified, a packet including prefix.ttt.2.yyy.zzz.uuu ∼
prefix.ttt.6.yyy.zzz.uuu etc. is selected.

(4) Physical amount

[0051] If uuu in the file name is a specified integer val-
ue, the packet is selected. For example, when uuu=001
(x component of velocity) is specified, a packet including
prefix.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.001 etc. is selected.
[0052] The physical amount can also be described by
a character string. In this case, for example, uuu=vx (x
component of velocity) etc. is specified, and a packet
prefix.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.vx etc. is selected.
[0053] Another example of the file specification condi-
tion and the selecting process is described below.

(5) Processor ID

[0054] As described below, ppp can be added to the
file name as a processor ID indicating the processor on
the generating side. The ppp is automatically assigned
by the large scale computer 203.
prefix.ppp.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.extension
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[0055] In this case, if ppp in the file name is included
in the specified range of processor ID, the packet is se-
lected. For example, if ppp >= k1 && ppp <= k2, k1=2,
k2=5 is specified, a packet of prefix.
002.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu ∼ prefix.005.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu
etc. is selected. In addition, if ppp=[01?] is specified, a
packet of prefix.010.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu ∼ prefix.
019.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu etc. is selected.
[0056] Since each processor is generally assigned a
specific area, a prescribed area range can be specified
by specifying the range of processor ID,

(6) Phase

[0057] As described below, a character string or an
integer value hhh indicating the phase of a fluid, a solid,
etc. can be added to the file name.
prefix.hhh.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.extension
[0058] In this case, if hhh in the file name is a specified
character string or integer value, the packet is selected.
For example, when hhh=f (fluid) is specified, a packet of
prefix.f.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu. etc. is selected. If hhh=s (sol-
id) is specified, a packet of prefix.s.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.
etc. is selected.

(7) Boundary layer

[0059] The specification of an area is not necessarily
performed by spatially divided coordinates. For example,
in the coupled analysis of a fluid and a structure, all or a
part of the area of the fluid part can be specified or only
a boundary layer can be specified because the flow near
the boundary is important. Similarly in analyzing the
structure, the stress distribution of the contact portion
between the structures, that is, several layers of the com-
putational grid generated in parallel to the boundary sur-
face can be selectively specified.
[0060] In this case, as described below, the character
string or an integer value bbb indicating a boundary layer
can be added to a file name.
prefix.bbb.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.extension
If bbb in the file name is the specified character string or
integer value, the packet is selected. For example, a pre-
scribed flag is set on a packet having data around the
boundary (for example, bbb=001), and flag is not set on
a packet having data of other areas (for example,
bbb=000), thereby selecting a boundary layer.

(8) Boundary condition

[0061] An area which has a boundary condition can
also be selected in the same method as described in (7)
above.

(9) Real part and Imaginary part

[0062] In the computer simulation, a non-real space
such as an imaginary space can be processed. In this

case, as described below, a character string or an integer
value ccc indicating the type of a real part or an imaginary
part can be added to a file name.
prefix.ccc.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.extension
[0063] If ccc in the file name is a specified character
string or integer value, the packet is selected. For exam-
ple, discrimination can be performed by describing
ccc=re or 000 on a packet of a real part and ccc=im or
001 on a packet of an imaginary part. When data of both
a real space and a mapping space is output, one of them
can be selected in the similar method.

(10) Related physical amount

[0064] For example, as in meteoric and weather sim-
ulations and a living body simulation, when there are var-
ious types of physical amount, it is necessary to perform
visualization with plural physical amounts associated
with one another. The same holds true with an electric
event related to a chemical event. When the above-men-
tioned simulations are performed, it is also necessary to
display the behavior of plural physical amounts associ-
ated as a visualizing process. In this case, as described
below, a character string or an integer value rrr indicating
physical amounts associated with each other can be add-
ed to a file name.
prefix.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.rrr.extension
[0065] If rrr in the file name is a specified character
string or integer valuer the packet is selected. For exam-
ple, a plurality of classes, for example, 000 through 005
are defined as rrr, and a user assigns a value of the same
class to the file names of a plurality of files describing
related physical amounts in advance. Therefore, the user
only has to specify rrr to simultaneously specify the files
to be visualized.
[0066] For example, when rrr=001 is specified, pack-
ets of prefix.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.uuu.001 and pre-
fix.ttt.xxx.yyy.zzz.sss.001 are selected.
[0067] The above-mentioned format of a file name is
an example only, and a format in which the order of each
item (character string or integer value) is exchanged can
also be applied. In addition, it is not necessary to use all
items, and only necessary items for a simulation can be
selectively combined and used.
[0068] Furthermore, the simulation target of the large
scale computer 203 is not limited to scientific computa-
tion, but various fields such as economy, finance, etc.
can be computer simulation targets. Therefore, the phys-
ical amount can be replaced with various parameters
such as an economic index, a financial index, etc.
[0069] FIG. 8 is an example of a user interface screen
displayed on the visualizing computer 204. A user inputs
on the user interface screen a specification condition of
a file to be copied to the volatile memory device 407.
[0070] A user first activates a WEB browser on the
visualizing computer 204, inputs a predetermined uni-
form resource locator (URL) to an address bar 801, and
accesses the user interface screen. The control unit 405
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of the file server 201 activates the HTTP server function,
and can provide a user with a user interface without in-
cluding the function of a window manager, etc. in the file
server 201.
[0071] A user inputs specification values of a prefix, a
processor ID, and a time step to boxes 802, 803, and
804, respectively, inputs specification values of an area
to boxes 805 through 807, and inputs a specification val-
ue of a physical amount to a box 808. Other specification
items can be added by pressing an item number addition
button 809. When the input of specification values is com-
pleted, a read button 810 is pressed to transmit a spec-
ification condition to the managing process 411.
[0072] Net only the visualizing computer 204 but any
other computer capable of logging in the large scale com-
puter 203 and accessing a file in the volatile memory
device 407 can use the same user interface. By register-
ing the user interface in setting file form in a device ac-
cessible by the managing process 411, the same oper-
ability as the user interface screen can be provided.
[0073] The file server 201 illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4
can also be configured by using an information process-
ing device (computer) as illustrated in FIG. 9. The infor-
mation processing device in FIG. 9 includes a CPU 901,
memory 902, an input device 903, an output device 904,
an external storage device 905, a medium drive device
906, a network connection device 907, and a volatile
memory device 908, and these components are connect-
ed to one another by a bus 909.
[0074] The memory 902 includes, for example, a read
only memory (ROM), a random access memory (RAM),
etc., and stores a program and data used in processing.
The CPU 901 performs processing similar to the process-
ing of the control unit 301 or the managing processes
411 and 412 by executing a program using the memory
902.
[0075] The input device 903 is, for example, a key-
board, a pointing device, etc., and is used in inputting an
instruction and information from an operator. The output
device 904 is, for example, a display, a printer, a speaker,
etc., and is used in outputting an inquiry and process
result to the operator.
[0076] The external storage device 905 is, for example,
a magnetic disk device, an optical disk device, a magne-
to-optical disk device, a tape device, etc. The magnetic
storage devices 303 and 408 correspond to the external
storage device 905. The information processing device
stores a program and data in the external storage device
905, and loads them into the memory 902 as necessary
and uses them.
[0077] The medium drive device 906 dries the portable
recording medium 909, and accesses the recorded con-
tents. The portable recording medium 909 is any com-
puter-readable recording medium such as a memory
card, a flexible disk, an optical disk, a magneto-optical
disk, etc. An operator stores a program and data in the
portable recording medium 909, and loads them into the
memory 902 as necessary and uses them.

[0078] The network connection device 907 is connect-
ed to a communication network such as an intranet, the
Internet, etc. , and converts data used in the communi-
cations with the large scale computer 203 and the visu-
alizing computer 204. The network connection device
907 includes devices similar to the connection units 401
and 402 and the gate device 404. In addition, the infor-
mation processing device receives a program and data
as necessary from an external device through the net-
work connection device 907, loads them into the memory
902 and uses them.
[0079] FIG. 10 illustrates a method of providing a pro-
gram and data for the information processing device in
FIG. 9. The program and data stored in the portable re-
cording medium 909 or a database 1011 in an external
device 1001 are loaded into the memory 902 of an infor-
mation processing device 2502. The external device
1001 generates a carrier signal for carrying the program
and data, and transmits the signal to the information
processing device 1002 through any transmission medi-
um on the communication network. The CPU 901 exe-
cutes the program using the data, and performs the
above-mentioned processes.

Claims

1. A file storage device, comprising:

a reception unit to receive a data file indicating
a simulation result output from a computer;
a file storage unit to store a data file to be visu-
alized among data files;
a control unit to determine based on a file name
of a data file whether or not each data file is a
data file to be visualized, and to store the data
file determined as a data file to be visualized in
the file storage unit.

2. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when a remainder obtained by dividing a value indi-
cating a time step and included in a file name of a
data file by a time interval is 0, the control unit selects
the data file as the data file to be visualized.

3. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when a value indicating an area to be simulated and
included in the file name is a value within a prescribed
range, the control unit selects the data file as the
data file to be visualized.

4. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when information about a physical amount to be sim-
ulated and included in the file name corresponds to
a prescribed physical amount, the control unit selects
the data file as the data file to be visualized.

5. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
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when processor identification information identifying
any processor of the computer and included in the
file name corresponds to a prescribed processor, the
control unit selects the data file as the data file to be
visualized.

6. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when information about a phase to be simulated and
included in the file name corresponds to a prescribed
phase, the control unit selects the data file as the
data file to be visualized.

7. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when information indicating a boundary layer or a
boundary condition is included in the file name, the
control unit selects the data file as the data file to be
visualized.

8. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when information indicating a real part, an imaginary
part, a real space, or an imaginary space is included
in the file name, the control unit selects the data file
as the data file to be visualized.

9. The file storage device according to claim 1, wherein
when information indicating a physical amount cor-
related to a physical amount described in another
file is included in the file name, the control unit selects
the data file as the data file to be visualized.

10. The file storage device according to any of claims 1
through 9, further comprising:

a received file storage unit to store a data file
received by the reception unit;
a buffer unit provided on a file transfer path from
the reception unit to the received file storage unit
to buffer a data file stored in the file storage unit
to store the data file to be visualized; and
a transmission unit to transmit the data file to be
visualized to a visualizing computer, wherein
the reception unit and the transmission unit are
separately implemented.

11. A program used to direct an information processing
device to perform:

receiving a plurality of data file indicating a sim-
ulation result and output from a large scale com-
puter;
determining based on a file name of the plurality
of data files whether or not each data file is a
data file to be visualized;
storing the plurality of data files in a first file stor-
age unit; and
storing the data file to be visualized in a second
file storage unit.

12. A file storing method, comprising:

a step of an information processing device re-
ceiving a plurality of data files indicating a sim-
ulation result output from a large scale compu-
ter;
a step of the information processing device de-
termining based on a file names of the plurality
of data files whether or not each data file is a
data file to be visualized;
a step of the information processing device stor-
ing the plurality of data files in a first file storage
unit; and
a step of the information processing device stor-
ing the data file to be visualized in a second file
storage unit.
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