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(54) MEDIUM OR LARGE BATTERY PACK INCLUDING ELECTRODE CONNECTION DEVICE

(57) Disclosed herein is a middle or large-sized bat-
tery pack having a plurality of electrically connected bat-
tery modules, the middle or large-sized battery pack in-
cluding an electrode terminal connecting device, wherein
the electrode terminal connecting device includes a con-
ductive connecting member coupled to electrode termi-

nals of the battery modules to electrically connect the
electrode terminals of the battery modules to each other
and a shut-off cutter mounted to the conductive connect-
ing member to shut off the circuit of the conductive con-
necting member when impact is applied to the battery
pack in the longitudinal direction of the battery pack.
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Description

[TECHNICAL FIELD]

[0001] The present invention relates to a middle or
large-sized battery pack including an electrode terminal
connecting device, and, more particularly, to a middle or
large-sized battery pack having a plurality of electrically
connected battery modules, the middle or large-sized
battery pack including an electrode terminal connecting
device, wherein the electrode terminal connecting device
includes a conductive connecting member coupled to
electrode terminals of the battery modules to electrically
connect the electrode terminals of the battery modules
to each other and a shut-off cutter mounted to the con-
ductive connecting member to shut off the circuit of the
conductive connecting member when impact is applied
to the battery pack in the longitudinal direction of the bat-
tery pack.

[BACKGROUND ART]

[0002] Recently, a secondary battery, which can be
charged and discharged, has been widely used as an
energy source for wireless mobile devices. Also, the sec-
ondary battery has attracted considerable attention as a
power source for electric vehicles (EV), hybrid electric
vehicles (HEV), and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (Plug-
in HEV), which have been developed to solve problems,
such as air pollution, caused by existing gasoline and
diesel vehicles using fossil fuels.
[0003] Small-sized mobile devices use one or several
battery cells for each device. On the other hand, middle
or large-sized devices, such as vehicles, use a middle or
large-sized battery module having a plurality of battery
cells electrically connected to one another because high
power and large capacity are necessary for the middle
or large-sized devices.
[0004] Generally, a plurality of unit cells are mounted
in a cartridge which connects the unit cells in series
and/or in parallel to each other, and a plurality of cartridg-
es are electrically connected to each other, thereby man-
ufacturing a battery module. According to circumstances,
two or more battery modules are electrically connected
to each other, thereby manufacturing a middle or large-
sized battery pack or system providing higher power.
[0005] Meanwhile, such a middle or large-sized battery
pack exhibits high safety with respect to deformation of
the battery pack in the thickness thereof but low safety
with respect to deformation of the battery pack in the
electrode terminal direction of the battery cells.
[0006] In particular, in a case in which a plurality of
battery cells is electrically connected in series to each
other as in a middle or large-sized battery pack, a short
circuit occurs at electrode terminal regions of a battery
module when external force caused due to, for example,
vehicle collision is applied to the battery pack with the
result the battery pack may catch fire or explode.

[0007] Consequently, there is a high necessity for a
middle or large-sized battery pack including an electrode
terminal connecting device that is capable of shutting off
an electrode terminal connection region of a battery mod-
ule through a simple structure when external force is ap-
plied to the battery pack, thereby fundamentally solving
the above problems.

[DISCLOSURE]

[TECHNICAL PROBLEM]

[0008] Therefore, the present invention has been
made to solve the above problems, and other technical
problems that have yet to be resolved.
[0009] Specifically, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a middle or large-sized battery pack in-
cluding an electrode terminal connecting device includ-
ing a conductive connecting member having a specific
structure and a shut-off cutter wherein, when external
force caused due to, for example, vehicle collision is ap-
plied to the battery pack in the longitudinal direction of
the battery pack, the conductive connecting member is
cut by the shut-off cutter to release the electrical connec-
tion between battery modules, thereby lowering risks at
the level of the battery pack to the level of the battery
modules.

[TECHNICAL SOLUTION]

[0010] In accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, the above and other objects can be accom-
plished by the provision of a middle or large-sized battery
pack having a plurality of electrically connected battery
modules, the middle or large-sized battery pack including
an electrode terminal connecting device, wherein the
electrode terminal connecting device includes a conduc-
tive connecting member coupled to electrode terminals
of the battery modules to electrically connect the elec-
trode terminals of the battery modules to each other and
a shut-off cutter mounted to the conductive connecting
member to shut off the circuit of the conductive connect-
ing member when impact is applied to the battery pack
in the longitudinal direction of the battery pack.
[0011] As described above, the a middle or large-sized
battery pack according to the present invention includes
the electrode terminal connecting device, which includes
the conductive connecting member to electrically con-
nect the electrode terminals to each other and the shut-
off cutter to shut off the circuit of the conductive connect-
ing member. When external force caused due to, for ex-
ample, vehicle collision is applied to the battery pack in
the longitudinal direction of the battery pack, therefore,
the conductive connecting member is easily cut by the
shut-off cutter to release the electrical connection be-
tween the battery modules of the battery pack, thereby
greatly improving safety of the battery pack.
[0012] Also, the shut-off cutter having the simple struc-
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ture which operates mechanically is added to the existing
conductive connecting member without the provision of
an additional component, thereby securing safety of the
battery pack during a collision as compared with a con-
ventional middle or large-sized battery pack.
[0013] In addition, the electrode terminal connecting
device does not use an electrical signal but submersion
load of an external structure during a collision, thereby
achieving very high operational reliability.
[0014] The shut-off circuit may be achieved by the
shut-off cutter physically cutting the conductive connect-
ing member, for example, when impact is applied to the
battery pack in the longitudinal direction of the battery
pack.
[0015] That is, external force applied to the battery
pack in the longitudinal direction of the battery pack
moves the shut-off cutter to the conductive connecting
member, and the shut-off cutter cuts a portion of the con-
ductive connecting member connecting the electrode ter-
minals of the battery modules to release the electrical
connection between the battery modules. Alternatively,
the battery pack may move to the shut-off cutter to
achieve desired cutting of the conductive connecting
member.
[0016] The structure of the shut-off cutter is not partic-
ularly restricted so long as the shut-off cutter can easily
cut the conductive connecting member in a physical man-
ner. For example, the shut-off cutter may include a point-
ed end. In this case, the conductive connecting member
is easily cut by the pointed end of the shut-off cutter.
[0017] As another example, the shut-off cutter may be
made of an insulative material to easily cut the conductive
connecting member without electrical spark. Alternative-
ly, the shut-off cutter may include a main body made of
an insulative material and a metal pointed end provided
at an end of the main body.
[0018] In a case in which the shut-off cutter includes a
main body made of an insulative material and a metal
pointed end provided at an end of the main body as de-
scribed above, the conductive connecting member may
be easily cut by the metal pointed end. Electrical flow
occurring at the contact surface of the conductive con-
necting member during cutting may be interrupted by the
main body made of the insulative material.
[0019] The insulative material is not particularly re-
stricted. For example, the insulative material may include
ceramic or plastic. The metal material is not also partic-
ularly restricted. For example, the metal material may
include iron, nickel, aluminum, copper or alloys thereof.
[0020] Meanwhile, as previously mentioned, it is nec-
essary for the conductive connecting member to be reli-
ably cut by the shut-off cutter, thereby securing safety of
the battery pack when impact is applied to the battery
pack in the longitudinal direction of the battery pack. In
a preferred example, the conductive connecting member
may be configured so that an upper end portion and a
lower end portion of a region thereof corresponding to
the shut-off cutter are depressed inward to a predeter-

mined depth so as to achieve reliable cutting of the con-
ductive connecting member.
[0021] Specifically, the upper end portion and the lower
end portion of the conductive connecting member are
depressed inward with the result that the size of the re-
gion to be cut is decreased. Consequently, the shut-off
cutter moves to the conductive connecting member due
to external impact to easily cut the depressed region of
the conductive connecting member.
[0022] As a modification of the above structure, the
conductive connecting member may be provided at a re-
gion thereof corresponding to the shut-off cutter with a
notch or a slit, at which the shut-off cutter easily cuts the
conductive connecting member.
[0023] The conductive connecting member is a mem-
ber provided to achieve electrical connection between
the electrode terminals. Preferably, the conductive con-
necting member is formed of a plate-shaped metal mem-
ber having electrode terminals insertion holes formed at
positions corresponding to the electrode terminals of the
battery module so that the electrode terminals of the bat-
tery module are inserted through the respective electrode
terminals insertion holes. The conductive connecting
member has a length sufficient to electrically connect two
or more electrode terminals to each other, the conductive
connecting member is provided at positions thereof cor-
responding to the distance between the electrode termi-
nals with electrode terminal insertion holes, and each of
the electrode terminal insertion holes has an inner diam-
eter greater, preferably, in the longitudinal direction of
the battery pack so that the electrode terminals can be
easily inserted through the electrode terminal insertion
holes even when a positional deviation between the elec-
trode terminals occurs.
[0024] In a preferred example, the protrusion of each
of the electrode terminals is configured in a bolt structure
formed a screw thread formed at the outer circumference
thereof, and a predetermined fastening member may be
configured in a nut structure having a screw thread cor-
responding to the outer circumference of a corresponding
one of the electrode terminals so that the fastening mem-
ber is coupled to the corresponding one of the electrode
terminals. The electrode terminals each configured in the
bolt structure are stably coupled to fastening members
each configured in the nut structure in a state in which
the electrode terminals are inserted through the electrode
terminal insertion holes of the conductive connecting
member.
[0025] Preferably, the electrode terminal connecting
device further includes an insulative sheathing member
mounted to the conductive connecting member in a state
in which the insulative sheathing member surrounds the
conductive connecting member, the insulative sheathing
member being open at a rear thereof excluding regions
thereof corresponding to opposite side steps of the con-
ductive connecting member, the insulative sheathing
member having a side wall protruding a predetermined
height from an outer circumference of the conductive
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connecting member.
[0026] In the electrode terminal connecting device as
described above, therefore, the coupling of the conduc-
tive connecting member to the electrode terminals of the
battery module is achieved by the conductive connecting
member having the specific structure and the insulative
sheathing member, and, at the same time, the coupling
between the conductive connecting member and the in-
sulative sheathing member is achieved. Also, the elec-
trical connection region between the electrode terminals
is protected by the insulative sheathing member, thereby
preventing the occurrence of a short circuit and thus
greatly improving safety at the electrical connection re-
gion between the electrode terminals.
[0027] As a concrete example of the above structure,
the conductive connecting member is configured so that
opposite ends of the conductive connecting member pro-
trude from the conductive connecting member in a state
in which steps a having a predetermined height are
formed at the opposite ends of the conductive connecting
member, and the insulative sheathing member is provid-
ed at the inside thereof with a coupling member, having
a height corresponding to the protruding thickness of the
conductive connecting member and configured to have
a downwardly tapered structure, to achieve secure cou-
pling between the conductive connecting member and
the insulative sheathing member. Consequently, the op-
posite ends of the conductive connecting member are
stably coupled to the insulative sheathing member by the
coupling member configured to have the downwardly ta-
pered structure.
[0028] Specifically, when the conductive connecting
member is inserted into the insulative sheathing member
in a state in which the insulative sheathing member is
located in the electrode terminals of the battery module,
the coupling member configured to have the downwardly
tapered structure allows the conductive connecting
member to be inserted into the inside of the insulative
sheathing member. After insertion, however, the cou-
pling member configured to have the downwardly ta-
pered structure prevents the conductive connecting
member from being separated from the inside of the in-
sulative sheathing member.
[0029] In the above structure, the insulative sheathing
member may be provided at the inner top and/or bottom
thereof with a guide rail to guide movement of the shut-
off cutter when impact is applied to the battery pack. The
guide rail stably guides the shut-off cutter to a desired
region to be cut of the conductive connecting member,
which is preferable.
[0030] In another preferred example, the insulative
sheathing member may be open at the top thereof, and
the middle or large-sized battery pack may further include
an insulative cap mounted at the open top of the insulative
sheathing member. Consequently, the electrical connec-
tion region of the insulative sheathing member is covered
by the insulative cap with the result that electric current
flowing in the conductive connecting member is com-

pletely isolated from the outside. Also, the insulative cap
protects the connection region between the electrode ter-
minals of the battery module and the conductive connect-
ing member from external impact and, at the same time,
prevents introduction of foreign matter and permeation
of moisture.
[0031] The insulative cap may be configured in various
structures. For example, the insulative cap may be
mounted to the insulative sheathing member in a sliding
manner. Also, the insulative cap may be disposed in tight
contact with the upper end of the insulative sheathing
member while elastically deforming the insulative
sheathing member by a small width. In addition, the in-
sulative cap may be coupled to one side of the insulative
sheathing member in a hinged structure or in a fastened
manner based on a predetermined coupling structure.
Preferably, the insulative cap is made of the same insu-
lative material as the insulative sheathing member. How-
ever, the insulative cap may be made of a different insu-
lative material than the insulative sheathing member.
[0032] The structure of the shut-off cutter is not partic-
ularly restricted so long as the shut-off cutter is mounted
in the insulative sheathing member to easily cut the con-
ductive connecting member when external impact is ap-
plied to the battery pack. For example, the shut-off cutter
may be mounted in the insulative sheathing member in
a state in which the shut-off cutter is separated from the
insulative cap. Alternatively, the shut-off cutter may be
mounted in the insulative sheathing member in a state
in which the shut-off cutter is coupled to the insulative
cap.
[0033] Meanwhile, in a middle or large-sized battery
pack configured to have a structure in which a plurality
of battery modules are stacked and electrically connect-
ed to each other to provide high power and large capacity,
electrode terminals of an outermost battery module are
connected to an external device requiring power from the
battery module via a linear connecting member, such as
a power cable. Also, it may be necessary to locate a
service plug on a path of a cathode or anode circuit so
as to manually cut off electricity when it is necessary to
confirm the operating state of the battery module as need-
ed and to repair the battery module.
[0034] At this time, the insulative sheathing member
mounted the electrode terminals of the outermost battery
module or the battery module requiring to be electrically
connected to the service plug, among the connecting
members to electrically connect the respective battery
modules to each other, further includes a guide part to
guide wiring of the linear connecting member connected
to the respective electrode terminals.
[0035] Consequently, the insulative sheathing mem-
ber may be provided at the outer part of one side thereof
with a guide part to easily achieve installation and wiring
of another linear connecting member. In this case, the
guide part may be configured to have a structure in which
a hollow guide extends from a position corresponding to
the electrode terminals of the battery modules. The guide
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part may extend upward or downward from a position
corresponding to the electrode terminals of the battery
modules based on the wiring position of the desired linear
connecting member.
[0036] According to circumstances, a region of a bat-
tery module case corresponding to the electrode termi-
nals may be configured to have a structure in which a
region of the battery module case corresponding to the
shut-off cutter is depressed inward so that the conductive
connecting member is easily cut by the shut-off cutter
when impact is applied to the battery pack in the longi-
tudinal direction of the battery pack.
[0037] The battery pack may be configured to have a
structure in which a plurality of battery modules, each
having a cathode terminal and an anode terminal pro-
truding from the same side thereof, is stacked. That is,
in a case in which the cathode terminal and the anode
terminal are formed at the same side of each of the battery
modules, the size of a space caused due to the protrusion
regions of the electrode terminals is reduced as com-
pared with a case in which the cathode terminal and the
anode terminal are formed at different sides of each of
the battery modules. Consequently, it is possible to con-
figure the battery pack in a more compact structure.
[0038] In this case, the electrode terminals of the bat-
tery modules may be arranged on the same line, the elec-
trode terminal connecting device may be mounted at
electrical connection region between the electrode ter-
minals, and a plurality of insulative cap may be mounted
to simultaneously cover open tops of a plurality of elec-
trode terminal connecting devices.
[0039] As an example, the insulative cap may be con-
figured in an integrated structure or in a separate struc-
ture having two insulative cap parts. Also, the insulative
cap may be configured in an individual structure to cover
the respective insulative sheathing members. Of course,
one or more insulative caps may be provided based on
desired regions to be covered of the electrode terminal
connecting device.
[0040] In the middle or large-sized battery pack pro-
viding high power and large capacity, as previously de-
scribed, a service plug is needed to manually cut off elec-
tricity when it is necessary to confirm the operating state
of the battery module and to repair the battery module or
when emergency requiring a shut-off circuit at an external
device, such as a vehicle, occurs.
[0041] Consequently, the middle or large-sized battery
pack according to the present invention may be config-
ured to have a structure in which a service plug is mount-
ed at one or more electrical connection regions between
stacked battery modules to achieve a shut-off circuit.
[0042] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, there is provided an electrode terminal
connecting device to electrically connect a plurality of
battery modules to each other. Specifically, the electrode
terminal connecting device includes a conductive con-
necting member coupled to electrode terminals of the
battery modules to electrically connect the electrode ter-

minals of the battery modules to each other, the conduc-
tive connecting member being provided at opposite sides
thereof with steps, a shut-off cutter mounted to the out-
side of the conductive connecting member to shut off the
circuit of the conductive connecting member when impact
is applied to the battery pack in the longitudinal direction
of the battery pack, and an insulative sheathing member
mounted to the conductive connecting member in a state
in which the insulative sheathing member surrounds the
conductive connecting member, the insulative sheathing
member being open at the rear thereof excluding regions
thereof corresponding to the opposite side steps of the
conductive connecting member, the insulative sheathing
member having a side wall protruding a predetermined
height from the outer circumference of the conductive
connecting member.
[0043] Since the electrode terminal connecting device
includes the conductive connecting member, the shut-
off cutter and the insulative sheathing member, as de-
scribed above, the conductive connecting member is
easily cut by the shut-off cutter when impact is applied
to the battery pack in the longitudinal direction of the bat-
tery pack. Also, it is possible to connect the battery mod-
ules in series and/or in parallel to each other. Conse-
quently, it is possible to freely design the battery pack so
that the battery pack provides desired power and capac-
ity.

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS]

[0044] The above and other objects, features and other
advantages of the present invention will be more clearly
understood from the following detailed description taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a partial typical view illustrating the side
structure of a form including a plurality of stacked
battery modules;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a middle or
large-sized battery pack according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a typical view illustrating an electrode ter-
minal connecting device of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a typical view illustrating a conductive con-
necting member of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a typical view illustrating an insulative
sheathing member and a shut-off cutter of FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a typical view illustrating an insulative cap
of FIG. 3;

FIGS. 7 and 8 are typical views illustrating electrode
terminal connecting devices according to other em-
bodiments of the present invention;
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FIGS. 9 and 10 are perspective views illustrating
middle or large-sized battery packs according to var-
ious embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 11 is a typical view illustrating a conductive con-
necting member according to another embodiment
of the present invention.

[BEST MODE]

[0045] Now, preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. It should be noted, however,
that the scope of the present invention is not limited by
the illustrated embodiments.
[0046] FIG. 1 is a partial typical view illustrating the
side structure of a form including a plurality of stacked
battery modules.
[0047] Referring to FIG. 1, a middle or large-sized bat-
tery pack, providing high-power, large-capacity electric-
ity, includes a plurality of battery modules 100. Electrode
terminals 110 and 120 protrude from one side of each of
the battery modules 100. The electrode terminals 110
and 120 are arranged on the same line such that the
electrode terminals 110 and 120 are parallel in the
stacked direction of the battery modules 100. Also, a
screw thread (not shown) is formed at the outer circum-
ference of each of the protruding electrode terminals 110
and 120 so that the conductive connecting member to
electrically connect the battery modules 100 to each oth-
er can be easily coupled to the electrode terminals 110
and 120.
[0048] FIG. 2 is a perspective view typically illustrating
a middle or large-sized battery pack according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 3 is a typical
view illustrating an electrode terminal connecting device
of FIG. 2.
[0049] Referring to these drawings, a middle or large-
sized battery pack 900 includes two battery modules 102
and 104 electrically connected to each other via an elec-
trode terminal connection device 300. A larger number
of battery modules 102 and 104 may be electrically con-
nected to each other so as to power and capacity of the
battery pack.
[0050] The electrode terminal connection device 300
includes a conductive connecting member 320 coupled
to electrode terminals of the battery modules 102 and
104 to electrically connect the electrode terminals of the
battery modules 102 and 104 to each other, a shut-off
cutter 310 mounted to the conductive connecting mem-
ber 320 to shut off the conductive connecting member
320 when impact is applied to the battery pack in the
longitudinal direction L of the battery pack, an insulative
sheathing member 330 mounted to the conductive con-
necting member 320 in a state in which the insulative
sheathing member 330 surrounds the conductive con-
necting member 320, the insulative sheathing member
330 being open at the rear thereof excluding regions

thereof corresponding to opposite side steps of the con-
ductive connecting member 320, the insulative sheathing
member 330 having a side wall protruding a predeter-
mined height from the outer circumference of the con-
ductive connecting member 320, and an insulative cap
340 mounted at the open upper end of the insulative
sheathing member 330.
[0051] FIG. 4 is a typical view illustrating the conduc-
tive connecting member of FIG. 3, FIG. 5 is a typical view
illustrating the insulative sheathing member and the shut-
off cutter of FIG. 3, and FIG. 6 is a typical view illustrating
the insulative cap of FIG. 3.
[0052] Referring to these drawings together with FIG.
2, the conductive connecting member 320 is configured
so that an upper end portion 322 and a lower end portion
324 of a region thereof corresponding to the shut-off cut-
ter 310 having a pointed end 312 are depressed inward
to a predetermined depth d. When impact is applied to
the battery pack in the longitudinal direction L of the bat-
tery pack, therefore, the end 312 of the shut-off cutter
310 physically cuts the conductive connecting member
320.
[0053] Also, guide rails 332 and 334 to stably guide
the shut-off cutter 310 to the depressed region of the
conductive connecting member 320 when impact is ap-
plied to the battery pack are formed at the inner top and
bottom of the insulative sheathing member 330.
[0054] Hinged protrusions 342 are formed at predeter-
mined portions of the upper end and the lower end of the
insulative cap 340 so that the hinged protrusions 342 can
be elastically coupled to depressions 336 of the insulative
sheathing member 330. The hinged protrusions 342 may
be separated from the depressions 336 of the insulative
sheathing member 330 as needed.
[0055] FIGS. 7 and 8 are typical views illustrating elec-
trode terminal connecting devices according to other em-
bodiments of the present invention.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 7 together with FIG. 1, an elec-
trode terminal connection device 200 includes a conduc-
tive connecting member 210 to electrically connect elec-
trode terminals to each other, an insulative sheathing
member 220 mounted to the conductive connecting
member 210 in a state in which insulative sheathing
member 220 surrounds the conductive connecting mem-
ber 210 to protect connection regions between the con-
ductive connecting member 210 and the electrode ter-
minals, and a shut-off cutter 310 to shut off the conductive
connecting member 210.
[0057] The conductive connecting member 210 is pro-
vided with a pair of electrode terminal insertion holes 212
and 213 into which electrode terminals 110 and 120 of a
battery module are mechanically coupled. Opposite ends
of the conductive connecting member 210 protrude from
the outer circumference of the conductive connecting
member 210 in a state in which steps a having a prede-
termined height are formed at the opposite ends of the
conductive connecting member 210.
[0058] The insulative sheathing member 220 sur-

9 10 



EP 2 337 119 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

rounds the conductive connecting member 210. The in-
sulative sheathing member 220 includes a side wall 222
having a predetermined height h with respect to the outer
circumference of the conductive connecting member
210. The top of the insulative sheathing member 220 is
open to achieve easy connection between the electrode
terminals 110 and 120 and the conductive connecting
member 210. Also, the rear of the insulative sheathing
member 220 is open excluding regions thereof corre-
sponding to opposite side terminal portions 214 of the
conductive connecting member 210.
[0059] A pair of coupling members 226, having a height
approximately equivalent to the thickness of the conduc-
tive connecting member 210 and configured to have a
downwardly tapered structure, protrudes from the inside
218 of the insulative sheathing member 220. Conse-
quently, the conductive connecting member 210, which
is formed in the shape of a plate, is inserted into the in-
sulative sheathing member 220 through the open upper
end of the insulative sheathing member 220, and the op-
posite ends of the conductive connecting member 210
are coupled to the coupling members 226. After the cou-
pling between the opposite ends of the conductive con-
necting member 210 and the coupling members 226, the
conductive connecting member 210 is prevented from
being separated upward by virtue of the tapered structure
of each of the coupling members 226.
[0060] Referring to FIG. 8, an electrode terminal con-
nection device 350 further includes a hollow guide 354
extending downward from an outer part of one side of a
sheathing member 352. The hollow guide 354 may be
used to guide a power cable connected to electrode ter-
minals of an outermost battery module of a middle or
large-sized battery pack and a cable (not shown) con-
nected to a service plug.
[0061] In a case in which the hollow guide 354 is lo-
cated in the downward direction as shown in the drawing,
the cables may be positioned below the positions of the
electrode terminals. On the other hand, the hollow guide
354 may be rotated 180 degrees in the horizontal direc-
tion so that the cables can be positioned above the po-
sitions of the electrode terminals. Also, the hollow guide
354 may be formed at the left side of the sheathing mem-
ber 352 as needed although the hollow guide 354 is
shown as being formed at the right side of the sheathing
member 352 in the drawing.
[0062] FIGS. 9 and 10 are perspective views typically
illustrating middle or large-sized battery packs according
to various embodiments of the present invention.
[0063] Referring to these drawings, a middle or large-
sized battery pack 400 is configured to have a structure
in which a plurality of battery modules 100 each having
a cathode terminal and an anode terminal protruding from
the same side thereof are stacked. All of the electrode
terminals of the battery modules 100 are located at one
side of the middle or large-sized battery pack 400. An
electrode terminal connecting device 200 electrically
connects a cathode terminal of a battery module 100 and

an anode terminal of an adjacent battery module.
[0064] Referring to FIG. 10, an electrode terminal con-
necting device 300 further including a hollow guide to
guide a power cable and a cable electrically connected
to a service plug 122 is mounted to electrode terminals
116 and 118 of an outermost battery module 102 and
electrode terminals 112 and 114 of a middle battery mod-
ule.
[0065] That is, the cable connected to the service plug
122 extends from the electrode terminals 112 and 114
of the battery module located at the middle of the middle
or large-sized battery pack so that the cable can be con-
nected to the service plug 122 via the hollow guide of the
electrode terminal connecting device.
[0066] Also, an insulative cap (not shown) is mounted
at the open top of the middle or large-sized battery pack
400 to protect connection regions between the electrode
terminals 112, 114, 116 and 118 and the electrode ter-
minal connecting devices 200 and 300, thereby prevent-
ing the occurrence of a short circuit.
[0067] FIG. 11 is a typical view illustrating a conductive
connecting member according to another embodiment
of the present invention.
[0068] Referring to FIG. 11, a conductive connecting
member 360 is provided at a region thereof correspond-
ing to a shut-off cutter (not shown) with a slit 362 or a
notch 364, at which the shut-off cutter more easily cuts
the conductive connecting member when impact is ap-
plied to a battery pack in the longitudinal direction of the
battery pack.

[INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY]

[0069] As is apparent from the above description, the
middle or large-sized battery pack according to the
present invention includes an electrode terminal con-
necting device including a conductive connecting mem-
ber having a specific structure and a shut-off cutter. When
external force caused due to, for example, vehicle colli-
sion is applied to the battery pack in the longitudinal di-
rection of the battery pack, therefore, the conductive con-
necting member is cut by the shut-off cutter to release
the electrical connection between battery modules,
thereby lowering risks at the level of the battery pack to
the level of the battery modules.
[0070] Also, it is possible to stably and easily achieve
electrical connection between the electrode terminals at
the electrode terminal connection region in a simple
structure through the use of the electrode terminal con-
necting device. Consequently, it is possible to lower man-
ufacturing cost and to easily achieve installation and wir-
ing of a linear member for electrical connection with an
external device or an internal device.
[0071] Furthermore, the electrode terminals connec-
tion is isolated from the outside, thereby preventing the
occurrence of a short circuit and corrosion due to mois-
ture and thus greatly improving safety of the battery mod-
ules.
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[0072] Although the preferred embodiments of the
present invention have been disclosed for illustrative pur-
poses, those skilled in the art will appreciate that various
modifications, additions and substitutions are possible,
without departing from the scope and spirit of the inven-
tion as disclosed in the accompanying claims.

Claims

1. A middle or large-sized battery pack having a plural-
ity of electrically connected battery modules, the mid-
dle or large-sized battery pack comprising an elec-
trode terminal connecting device, wherein the elec-
trode terminal connecting device comprises:

a conductive connecting member coupled to
electrode terminals of the battery modules to
electrically connect the electrode terminals of
the battery modules to each other; and
a shut-off cutter mounted to the conductive con-
necting member to shut off the circuit of the con-
ductive connecting member when impact is ap-
plied to the battery pack in a longitudinal direc-
tion of the battery pack.

2. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the shut-off circuit is achieved by
the shut-off cutter physically cutting the conductive
connecting member when impact is applied to the
battery pack in the longitudinal direction of the bat-
tery pack.

3. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the shut-off cutter comprises a
pointed end.

4. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the shut-off cutter is made of an
insulative material or comprises a main body made
of an insulative material and a metal pointed end
provided at an end of the main body.

5. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the conductive connecting member
is configured so that an upper end portion and a lower
end portion of a region thereof corresponding to the
shut-off cutter are depressed inward to a predeter-
mined depth.

6. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the conductive connecting member
is provided at a region thereof corresponding to the
shut-off cutter with a notch or a slit, at which the shut-
off cutter easily cuts the conductive connecting mem-
ber.

7. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to

claim 1, wherein the conductive connecting member
has a length sufficient to electrically connect two or
more electrode terminals to each other, the conduc-
tive connecting member is provided at positions
thereof corresponding to a distance between the
electrode terminals with electrode terminal insertion
holes, and each of the electrode terminal insertion
holes has an inner diameter greater in the longitudi-
nal direction of the battery pack so that the electrode
terminals can be easily inserted through the elec-
trode terminal insertion holes even when a positional
deviation between the electrode terminals occurs.

8. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the electrode terminal connecting
device further comprises an insulative sheathing
member mounted to the conductive connecting
member in a state in which the insulative sheathing
member surrounds the conductive connecting mem-
ber, the insulative sheathing member being open at
a rear thereof excluding regions thereof correspond-
ing to opposite side steps of the conductive connect-
ing member, the insulative sheathing member hav-
ing a side wall protruding a predetermined height
from an outer circumference of the conductive con-
necting member.

9. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 8, wherein the conductive connecting member
is configured so that opposite ends of the conductive
connecting member protrude from the conductive
connecting member in a state in which steps a having
a predetermined height are formed at the opposite
ends of the conductive connecting member, and the
insulative sheathing member is provided at an inside
thereof with a coupling member, having a height cor-
responding to a protruding thickness of the conduc-
tive connecting member and configured to have a
downwardly tapered structure, to achieve secure
coupling between the conductive connecting mem-
ber and the insulative sheathing member.

10. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 8, wherein the insulative sheathing member is
provided at an inner top and/or bottom thereof with
a guide rail to guide movement of the shut-off cutter
when impact is applied to the battery pack.

11. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 8, wherein the insulative sheathing member is
open at a top thereof, and the middle or large-sized
battery pack further comprises an insulative cap
mounted at the open top of the insulative sheathing
member.

12. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 11, wherein the insulative cap is coupled to the
insulative sheathing member in a hinged structure
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or in a fastened manner.

13. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 11, wherein the shut-off cutter is mounted in
the insulative sheathing member in a state in which
the shut-off cutter is separated from the insulative
cap or in a state in which the shut-off cutter is coupled
to the insulative cap.

14. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 8, wherein the insulative sheathing member is
provided at an outer part of one side thereof with a
guide part to easily achieve installation and wiring of
another linear connecting member.

15. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 14, wherein the guide part is configured to have
a structure in which a hollow guide extends upward
or downward from a position corresponding to the
electrode terminals of the battery modules.

16. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein a region of a battery module case
corresponding to the electrode terminals is config-
ured to have a structure in which a region of the bat-
tery module case corresponding to the shut-off cutter
is depressed inward so that the conductive connect-
ing member is easily cut by the shut-off cutter when
impact is applied to the battery pack in the longitu-
dinal direction of the battery pack.

17. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the battery pack is configured to
have a structure in which a plurality of battery mod-
ules, each having a cathode terminal and an anode
terminal protruding from the same side thereof, is
stacked.

18. The middle or large-sized battery pack according to
claim 1, wherein the electrode terminals of the bat-
tery modules are arranged on the same line, the elec-
trode terminal connecting device is mounted at elec-
trical connection region between the electrode ter-
minals, and a plurality of insulative cap is mounted
to simultaneously cover open tops of a plurality of
electrode terminal connecting devices.

19. An electrode terminal connecting device to electri-
cally connect a plurality of battery modules to each
other, wherein the electrode terminal connecting de-
vice comprises:

a conductive connecting member coupled to
electrode terminals of the battery modules to
electrically connect the electrode terminals of
the battery modules to each other, the conduc-
tive connecting member being provided at op-
posite sides thereof with steps;

a shut-off cutter mounted to an outside of the
conductive connecting member to shut off the
circuit of the conductive connecting member
when impact is applied to the battery pack in a
longitudinal direction of the battery pack; and
an insulative sheathing member mounted to the
conductive connecting member in a state in
which the insulative sheathing member sur-
rounds the conductive connecting member, the
insulative sheathing member being open at a
rear thereof excluding regions thereof corre-
sponding to the opposite side steps of the con-
ductive connecting member, the insulative
sheathing member having a side wall protruding
a predetermined height from an outer circumfer-
ence of the conductive connecting member.
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