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Description

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a steering col-
umn assembly including a telescopic adjustment mech-
anism which allows a driver to adjust the position of a
steering wheel depending on the driver’s physique and
preference in order that the driver can feel comfortable
while driving. Such an assembly is described within the
preamble of claim 1 and is known from Japanese Patent
No. 3783524.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Known is a steering column assembly including
a tilt adjustment mechanism and a so-called telescopic
adjustment mechanism. The tilt adjustment mechanism
allows a driver to adjust the height of the steering wheel
depending on the driver’s physique and driving posture.
The telescopic adjustment mechanism allows the driver
to adjust the front-back position of the steering wheel in
the axial direction of the steering shaft depending on the
driver’s physique and driving posture.
[0003] In general, when a telescopic adjustment is ap-
plied to the steering wheel, the steering column assembly
of this type causes an eccentric cam to be pressure-con-
tacted to and engaged with an inner tube constituting the
steering column, the eccentric cam being attached to the
outer periphery of a clamp bolt to rotate integrally with
the bolt. Thereby, the inner tube is pressed against the
inner periphery of an outer tube, and thus the inner tube
is locked to the outer tube. This locking mechanism elim-
inates play between the inner tube and the outer tube
(space between the inner tube and the outer tube in the
radial direction). (See Japanese Patent No. 3783524, for
example.)
[0004] However, the technique disclosed in Japanese
Patent No. 3783524 has a problem of poor operability
for the following reason. The shank of the clamp bolt con-
stituting the rotary shaft of the eccentric cam is arranged
outside the outer tube, so that the space between the
shank and the inner tube should be set wide. In addition,
the radial dimension of the eccentric cam (the dimension
of the eccentric cam from its rotation center to its outer
circumferential surface) is relatively large. Consequently,
the clamp bolt needs a large clamping torque to obtain
a force with which the outer circumferential surface of
the cam presses the inner tube, when the inner tube is
locked to the outer tube by the rotation of the eccentric
cam. Accordingly, the operation lever has to be operated
with a larger force.
[0005] Furthermore, when a force is applied to the
steering column in a direction in which the steering col-
umn contracts while the eccentric cam is locking the inner
tube to the outer tube, it is likely that the inner tube biases
the eccentric cam with a friction force of the inner tube
in a direction in which the inner tube is released from the

outer tube. In this case, the eccentric cam may rotate,
and the inner tube may be accordingly released from its
locked condition, so that a so-called "operation lever re-
turn" may occur.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention has been achieved with
such points in mind.
[0007] It therefore is an object of the present invention
to provide a steering column assembly having an im-
proved operability with a less operation force required to
be applied to an operation lever for locking and releasing
operations, and which is capable of firmly keeping the
inner tube locked to the outer tube.
[0008] For the purpose of achieving the object of the
present invention, a first aspect of the present invention
is a steering column assembly including an inner tube
having an end being supported by a vehicle body, and
rotatably and pivotally supporting a lower shaft therein;
an outer tube having an end being supported by a clamp
fixed to the vehicle body, rotatably and pivotally support-
ing an upper shaft therein, arranged in an outer periphery
of the inner tube so as to be slidable in an axial direction
so that a telescopic adjustment is possible, and having
a through-hole opened in the axial direction in a portion
overlapped with the inner tube,; a distance bracket fixedly
arranged in the outer tube; a clamp bolt including a shank
rotatably and pivotally supported by the clamp and a long
hole part formed in the distance bracket; an operation
lever configured to rotate integrally with the clamp bolt;
an eccentric cam arranged on the shank of the clamp
bolt, and having an radial dimension gradually changing
in a circumferential direction thereof; and a ring rotatably
fitted on an outer periphery of the eccentric cam, wherein
rotationally operating the operation lever rotates the ec-
centric cam and thus presses the ring against the inner
tube, so that the inner tube is pressure-contacted to and
engaged with the outer tube.
[0009] A second aspect depending from the first as-
pect is the steering column assembly in which a hole part
of the clamp is formed as an arc-shaped long hole ex-
tending in an upward-downward direction of the vehicle
so that a tilt adjustment is possible.
[0010] In the steering column assembly according to
any one of the first and second aspects of the present
invention, when the operation lever is rotated from an
unlock position to a lock position, the eccentric cam is
rotated in a lock direction by the clamp bolt. Thereby, the
radial dimension of the eccentric cam progressively in-
creases in its circumferential direction. Thus, the eccen-
tric cam presses the inner tube against the outer tube
with a ring. Hence, the inner tube is pressure-contacted
to and engaged with the outer tube. Finally, the inner
tube is locked. Additionally, when the operation lever is
rotated from the lock position to the unlock position, the
cam body is rotated in an unlock direction by the clamp
bolt. Thereby, the radial dimension of the eccentric cam

1 2 



EP 2 055 612 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

progressively decreases in its circumferential direction.
Thus, the ring is detached from the inner tube. Hence,
the inner tube is released from the locked condition in
which the inner tube is being pressure-contacted to and
engaged with the outer tube. This makes it possible for
the outer tube to be telescopically adjusted (to be slid in
the axial direction) relative to the inner tube by use of a
small operation force.
[0011] The eccentric cam is pressure-contacted to and
engaged with the inner tube with the ring fitted on the
outer periphery of the eccentric cam. This arrangement
enables the radial dimension of the eccentric cam to
make smaller. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce a
clamping torque which needs to be applied to the clamp
bolt when the outer peripheral surface of the ring is
pressed against the inner tube by rotating the eccentric
cam to lock the inner tube. For this reason, this embod-
iment is capable of reducing the operation force needed
to be applied to the operation lever, and accordingly of
enhancing the operability.
[0012] In addition, when a force is applied to the steer-
ing column tube in a direction in which the steering col-
umn tube contacts while the inner tube is being locked
to the outer tube by pressing the outer peripheral surface
of the ring against the inner tube, the ring is biased in an
unlock direction by a friction force through the inner tube,
and thus the ring rotates. However, it is possible to pre-
vent the eccentric cam from rotating in the unlock direc-
tion because the ring slips on the eccentric cam. For this
reason, the inner tube can be kept being locked to the
outer tube firmly. Moreover, the radial dimension of the
eccentric cam is smaller than that of an eccentric cam
which does not provide with a ring. This decreases a
torque for driving the eccentric cam in the unlock direction
when the eccentric cam is biased in the unlock direction
with the ring. In this respect, it is possible to prevent the
eccentric cam from rotating in the unlock direction.
[0013] A third aspect depending from any one of the
first and second aspects is the steering column assembly
in which the bolt and the eccentric cam are formed as
separate bodies.
[0014] In the steering column assembly according to
the third aspect of the present invention, each of the bolt
and the eccentric cam can be easily formed with a ma-
terial and shape which differ from one to another depend-
ing on a function which each of the bolt and the eccentric
cam is required to play since each of the bolt and the
eccentric cam is formed in a separate body.
[0015] A fourth aspect depending from any one of the
first to third aspects is the steering column assembly in
which the eccentric cam includes an elastic claw and a
flange member, and by use of the elastic claw and the
flange member, the ring is rotatably engaged with and
held by the outer periphery of the eccentric cam.
[0016] In the steering column assembly according to
the fourth aspect of the present invention, it is easy to fit
the ring onto the eccentric cam. That is because the ring
fitted on the outer periphery of the eccentric cam is ro-

tatably supported by use of the elastic claws and the
flange members both provided to the eccentric cam.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCOMPANYING 
DRAWINGS

[0017] The above and further objects and novel fea-
tures of the present invention will more fully appear from
the following detailed description when the same is read
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a steering column assembly
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
Fig. 2 is an auxiliary cross-sectional view of Fig. 1
taken along the line II-II;
Figs. 3A and 3B are axial cross-sectional views sche-
matically showing a chief part of the steering column
assembly. Fig. 3A is the cross-sectional view show-
ing the steering column assembly being locked. Fig.
3B is the cross-sectional view showing the steering
column assembly being released from locking;
Fig. 4 is a perspective assembly drawing of a cam
body consisted of an eccentric cam and a ring;
Fig. 5 is a front view of the cam body;
Fig. 6 is an auxiliary cross-sectional view of Fig. 5
taken along the VI-VI line;
Fig. 7 is a plan view of the cam body;
Fig. 8 is a plan view showing how the eccentric cam
with the ring being detached therefrom;
Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing how the eccen-
tric cam with the ring being detached therefrom;
Fig. 10 is a plan view of a clamp bolt; and
Fig. 11 is an auxiliary cross-sectional view of Fig. 10
taken along the line XI-XI.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0018] Descriptions will be provided hereinbelow for
the embodiment of the present invention by referring to
the drawings. Fig. 1 is a front view of a steering column
assembly according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Fig. 2 is an auxiliary cross-sectional view of
Fig. 1 taken along the line II-II. Figs. 3A and 3B are axial
cross-sectional views schematically showing a chief part
of the steering column assembly. Fig. 3A is the cross-
sectional view showing the steering column assembly
being locked. Fig. 3B is the cross-sectional view showing
the steering column assembly being released from lock-
ing. Fig. 4 is a perspective assembly drawing of a cam
body consisted of an eccentric cam and a ring. Fig. 5 is
a front view of the cam body. Fig. 6 is an auxiliary cross-
sectional view of Fig. 5 taken along the VI-VI line. Fig. 7
is a plan view of the cam body. Fig. 8 is a plan view
showing how the eccentric cam with the ring being de-
tached therefrom. Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing
how the eccentric cam with the ring being detached there-
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from. Fig. 10 is a plan view of a clamp bolt. Fig. 11 is an
auxiliary cross-sectional view of Fig. 10 taken along the
line XI-XI. Note that Fig. 1 shows the steering column
assembly with its parts being removed for convenience
in description.
[0019] As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a steering column
assembly 1 according to the present embodiment in-
cludes a steering column tube 3 rotatably and pivotally
supporting a steering shaft 2. A steering wheel (not illus-
trated) is fixed to an axial upper end (right end in Fig. 1)
of the steering shaft 2. The steering shaft 2 is configured
of an upper shaft 2a and a lower shaft 2b, which are fitted
to each other so as to be slidable relative to each other
in an axial direction thereof.
[0020] The steering column tube 3 includes an outer
tube 4 and an inner tube 5 which are fitted to each other
in such a way as to be capable of sliding relative to each
other in the axial direction. These tubes 4, 5 rotatably
and pivotally support the steering shaft 2 therein.
[0021] An axial lower end part 6 of the inner tube 5 is
fixed to a lower support bracket 21 by welding or the like.
Thereby, the axial lower end part 6 is supported by a
vehicle body 23 through a tilt shaft 22. This makes the
entire steering column tube 3 rotatable about the tilt shaft
22.
[0022] This steering column assembly 1 includes: an
upper clamp 7 serving as a clamp, arranged in an axial
upper end side of the steering column tube 3, fixed to the
vehicle body 23, and shaped like substantially an alpha-
bet U opened downward; the distance bracket 8 fixed to
the outer tube 4 of the steering column tube 3 by welding
or the like, and arranged inside the upper clamp 7; the
clamp bolt 9 penetrating the upper clamp 7 and the dis-
tance bracket 8; the operation lever 10 rotated about the
axis of the bolt 9; and the cam body 11 rotating in re-
sponse to the rotation of the operation lever 10, and
pressing the inner tube 5 against the outer tube 4.
[0023] The upper clamp 7 includes: paired side plates
12, 13 opposed to each other; and an upper plate 14
connecting the upper portions of the respective side
plates 12, 13 together. The upper clamp 7 is fixed to the
vehicle body 23 with an installation bracket 16. Arc-
shaped tilt long holes 15 are formed in the respective two
side plates 12, 13 of the upper clamp 7 in the upward-
downward direction of the vehicle.
[0024] The distance bracket 8 is almost shaped like an
alphabet U opened upward, including: paired side plates
31, 32; and a bottom plate 33 connecting the lower ends
of the respective side plates 31, 32 together. Telescopic
long holes 34 (hole parts) are formed in the respective
side plates 31, 32 of the distance bracket 8 extending in
the direction of the steering column tube 3.
[0025] As shown in Figs. 10 and 11, the clamp bolt 9
includes a head 9a and a shank 9b, and penetrates the
upper clamp 7 from one side to the other thereof. The
head 9a has a hexagonal hole in its end portion. Serra-
tions 9d extending in an axial direction of the clamp bolt
9 are formed in the outer periphery of the head 9a. The

shank 9b has a screw part 9e in its end. Other serrations
9f extending in the axial direction of the clamp bolt 9 are
formed in the outer periphery of a middle portion of the
shank 9b in the longitudinal direction. By screwing a nut
9g to the screw part 9e in the end of the bolt 9, the upper
clamp 7 and the distance bracket 8 are clamped between
the head 9a and the nut 9g of the bolt 9.
[0026] The cam body 11 includes: a resin-made ec-
centric cam 41 being arranged on the shank 9b of the
bolt 9, with the radial dimension progressively changing
in a circumferential direction thereof; and the ring 42 be-
ing rotatably fitted on the outer periphery of the eccentric
cam 41. The eccentric cam 41 is configured of paired
cylindrical parts 43, 44 which extend in their respective
axial directions. One end of the cylindrical part 43 is con-
nected to one end of the cylindrical part 44. A larger-
diameter part 43a being eccentric in its radial direction
is formed in the connected end portions of the respective
cylindrical parts 43, 44. The outer diameter of the larger-
diameter part 43a is set larger than the outer diameters
of the respective cylindrical parts 43, 44, but is set slightly
smaller than the inner diameter of the ring 42. As shown
in Fig. 5, the eccentric cam 41 rotates about the rotation
center C1. The rotation center C2 of the larger-diameter
part 43a is eccentric from this rotation center C1 by a
predetermined distance D1 in the radial direction.
[0027] When the inner tube 5 is locked to the outer
tube 4, as shown in Fig. 3A, the larger-diameter part 43a
and the ring 42 enter the outer tube 4 through a through-
hole 4a formed in a portion of the outer tube 4 which
overlaps a portion of the inner tube 5. Thus, the ring 42
is pressure-contacted to and engaged with (locked to)
the inner tube 5. In addition, when the inner tube 5 is
unlocked from the outer tube 4, as shown in Fig, 3B, the
larger-diameter part 43a and the ring 42 retracted to the
outside of the outer tube 4. Thus, the ring 42 is detached
from the inner tube 5. Thereby, the inner tube 5 is re-
leased from its locked condition in which the inner tube
5 is pressed against the outer tube 4. While the ring 42
engages with the inner tube 5 in the locked or unlocked
condition, friction between the ring 42 and the inner tube
5 stops the ring 42 from rotating. In contrast, while the
ring 42 does not engage with the inner tube 5, the ring
42 rotates together with the eccentric cam 41. Note that,
by rotating the eccentric cam 41 from an unlock position
shown in Fig. 3B to a lock position shown in Fig. 3A with
180°, a cam lift amount D2 (equal to D1�2) can be ob-
tained.
[0028] Serrations 43b and 44b are respectively formed
in the inner peripheries of the cylindrical parts 43 and 44.
The bolt 9 is inserted into the inner peripheries of the
cylindrical parts 43, 44. The serrations 9f in the outer
periphery of the shank 9b mesh with the serrations 43b
and 44b of the inner peripheries of the cylindrical parts
43 and 44. Thereby, a rotational force of the bolt 9 is
transmitted to the eccentric cam 41.
[0029] Engagement grooves 42a, 42b are provided to
the two end portions of the inner periphery of the ring 42,
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respectively. The cylindrical parts 43, 44 are provided
with flange members 43c, 44c arranged so as to inter-
pose the ring 42 from the both sides thereof in an axial
direction between the flange members 43c, 44c and en-
gaging with the engagement grooves 42a, 42b, respec-
tively. In addition, paired elastic claws 44e each including
a part of the flange member 44c are formed as follows.
One elastic claw 44e is formed by providing paired cut-
tings 44d in the connected end portion of the cylindrical
part 44 and the most eccentric portion of the flange mem-
ber 44c in the radial direction. The other elastic claw 44e
is formed by providing the other paired cuttings 44d in a
portion opposed to the one elastic claw 44e. All the cut-
tings 44d extend in parallel to one another in the axial
direction. The cam body 11 is assembled as follows. The
ring 42 is fitted, from one side of the cylindrical part 44
of the eccentric cam 41, thereonto until hitting the flange
member 43c, and thus the flange member 43c is engaged
with the engagement groove 42a in the ring 42. Thereby,
the ring 42 is fitted on the outer periphery of the larger-
diameter part 43a. At this time, the flange member 44c
is engaged with the engagement groove 42b in the ring
42 while the ring 42 keeps in contact with a tapered por-
tion of the flange member 44c to press the paired elastic
claws 44e in an inner radial direction. Thereafter, the
paired elastic claws 44e return to the original condition
with their respective elastic forces. Thereby, the ring 42
is fitted on the other side of the cylindrical part 44. This
causes the ring 42 fitted on the outer periphery of the
eccentric cam 41 to be rotatably supported by the eccen-
tric cam 41.
[0030] Descriptions will be provided for how the steer-
ing column assembly operates. By being screwed up by
rotating the operation lever 10 to the lock position indi-
cated with solid lines in Fig. 1, the bolt 9 holds the upper
clamp 7 and the distance bracket 8 to be relatively im-
movable between the head 9a and the nut 9g thereof.
This arrangement disables the steering wheel from being
applied tilt adjustment (being swung in the upward-down-
ward direction of the vehicle) or telescopic adjustment
(being swung in the axial direction of the steering column
assembly). At the same time, as shown in Fig. 3A, the
eccentric cam 41 is rotated in a lock direction (in a direc-
tion indicated with an arrow A1), and thus the ring 42 is
moved toward the inner tube 5 (in a direction indicated
with an arrow A2), to be pressure-contacted to and en-
gaged with the inner tube 5. Thereby, the inner tube 5 is
pressed against the outer tube 4. This mechanism elim-
inates play (space between the inner tube 5 and the outer
tube 4 in the radial direction).
[0031] In addition, when being loosened by rotating
the operation lever 10 to the unlock position indicated
with broken lines in Fig. 1, the bolt 9 causes the upper
clamp 7 and the distance bracket 8 to be relatively mov-
able between the head 9a and the nut 9g of the bolt 9.
This arrangement enables both a tilt adjustment and a
telescopic adjustment to be applied to the steering wheel.
At the same time, as shown in Fig. 3B, the eccentric cam

41 is rotated in the unlock direction (in a direction indi-
cated with an arrow A3), and is moved in a direction in
which the eccentric cam 41 is detached from the inner
tube 5 (in a direction indicated with an arrow A4). There-
by, the inner tube 5 is released from its locked condition,
being pressed against the outer tube 4. This enables the
outer tube 4 to be telescopically adjusted relative to the
inner tube 5 (to be slid in the axial direction) with a smaller
operation force.
[0032] In this embodiment, as shown in Fig. 3A, the
eccentric cam 41 is pressure-contacted to and engaged
with the inner tube 5 with the ring 42 fitted on the outer
periphery thereof. This arrangement makes it possible
to decrease the radial dimension R of the eccentric cam
41. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce a clamping torque
which needs to be applied to the clamp bolt 9 when the
eccentric cam 41 is rotated to lock the inner tube. For
this reason, this embodiment is capable of reducing the
operation force needed to be applied to the operation
lever 10, and accordingly of enhancing the operability.
[0033] In addition, when a force is applied to the steer-
ing column tube 3 in a direction in which the steering
column tube 3 contacts while the inner tube 5 is being
locked to the outer tube 4 by pressing the outer peripheral
surface of the ring 42 against the inner tube 5, the ring
42 is biased in an unlock direction by a friction force
through the inner tube 5, and thus the ring 42 rotates.
However, it is possible to prevent the eccentric cam 41
from rotating in the unlock direction because the ring 42
slips on the eccentric cam 41. For this reason, the inner
tube can be kept being locked to the outer tube firmly.
Moreover, the radial dimension R of the eccentric cam
41 is smaller than that of an eccentric cam which does
not provide with a ring 42. This decreases a torque for
driving the eccentric cam 41 in the unlock direction when
the eccentric cam 41 is biased in the unlock direction with
the ring 42. In this respect, it is possible to prevent the
eccentric cam 41 from rotating in the unlock direction.
[0034] According to this embodiment, each of the bolt
9 and the eccentric cam can 41 be easily formed with a
material and shape which differ from one to another de-
pending on a function which each of the bolt 9 and the
eccentric cam 41 is required to play since each of the
bolt 9 and the eccentric 41 cam is formed in a separate
body. For example, the bolt 9 is made of a metal, and
the eccentric cam 41 is made of a resin.
[0035] Moreover, in this embodiment, the ring 42 is
fitted on the outer periphery of the eccentric cam 41, and
concurrently is rotatably supported by the elastic claws
44e provided to the eccentric cam 41. This makes it pos-
sible to easily assemble the cam body 11 which includes
the eccentric cam 41 and the ring 42.
[0036] The foregoing descriptions have been provided
for the preferred embodiment of the present invention.
However, the present invention is not limited to the
above-described embodiment, and can be modified var-
iously.
[0037] In the embodiment, the ring 42 is rotatably fitted
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on the outer periphery of the eccentric cam 41. Instead,
for example, coating or grease made of a low-friction ma-
terial may be installed between the eccentric cam 41 and
the ring 42. Alternatively, a bearing may be installed be-
tween the eccentric cam 41 and the ring 42 to decrease
the friction therebetween. This makes it possible to re-
duce the operation force needed to be applied to the op-
eration lever.
[0038] In addition, this embodiment shows the case
where the bolt 9 and the eccentric cam 41 are formed as
separate bodies. If, alternatively, the bolt and eccentric
cam are formed integrally instead of being formed as the
separate bodies, it is possible to reduce parts in number.
[0039] Furthermore, this embodiment shows the case
where the ring 42 rotatably fitted on the outer periphery
of the eccentric cam 41 is provided to the steering column
assembly. If another ring whose plate thickness differs
in the radial direction is additionally provided to the steer-
ing column assembly, the steering column assembly can
be used for vehicles among which the distance between
the operation lever 10 and the inner tube 3 of the steering
column tube 3 is different by use of the same eccentric
cam 41.
[0040] Moreover, in this embodiment, the steering col-
umn assembly structurally enables the tilt adjustment and
the telescopic adjustment. However, the steering column
assembly which is only capable of performing the tele-
scopic adjustment brings about the same operating ef-
fects.
[0041] The present invention is not limited to what has
been described above, or what has been described for
the embodiment of the present invention. The present
invention can be carried out as other various aspects
being modified depending on the necessity.

Claims

1. A steering column assembly (1) comprising:

an inner tube (5) having an end being supported
by a vehicle body (23), and rotatably and pivot-
ally supporting a lower shaft (2b) therein;
an outer tube (4) having an end being supported
by a clamp (7) fixed to the vehicle body (23),
rotatably and pivotally supporting an upper shaft
(2a) therein, arranged in an outer periphery of
the inner tube (5) so as to be slidable in an axial
direction so that a telescopic adjustment is pos-
sible, and having a through-hole (4a) opened in
the axial direction in a portion overlapped with
the inner tube (5);
a distance bracket (8) fixedly arranged in the
outer tube (4);
a clamp bolt (9) including a shank (9b) rotatably
and pivotally supported by the clamp (7) and a
long hole part (34) formed in the distance brack-
et (8);

an operation lever (10) configured to rotate in-
tegrally with the clamp bolt (9);
an eccentric cam (41) arranged on the shank
(9b) of the clamp bolt (9), and having a radial
dimension gradually changing in a circumferen-
tial direction thereof; and
characterized by
a ring (42) rotatably fitted on an outer periphery
of the eccentric cam (41), wherein by rotationally
operating the operation lever (10) so as to rotate
the eccentric cam (41) and thus pressing the
ring (42) against the inner tube (5), so that the
inner tube (5) is pressure-contacted to and en-
gaged with the outer tube (4).

2. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
1, wherein
a hole part (15) of the clamp (7) is formed as an arc-
shaped long hole (15) extending in an upward-down-
ward direction of the vehicle so that a tilt adjustment
is possible.

3. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
1, wherein
the bolt (9) and the eccentric cam (41) are formed
as separate bodies.

4. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
2, wherein
the bolt (9) and the eccentric cam (41) are formed
as separate bodies.

5. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
1, wherein
the eccentric cam (41) includes an elastic claw (44e)
and a flange member (43c, 44c); and
by using of the elastic claw (44e) and the flange
member (43c, 44c), the ring (42) is rotatably engaged
with and held by the outer periphery of the eccentric
cam (41).

6. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
2, wherein
the eccentric cam (41) includes an elastic claw (44e)
and a flange member (43c, 44c); and
by using of the elastic claw (44e) and the flange
member (43c, 44c), the ring (42) is rotatably engaged
with and held by the outer periphery of the eccentric
cam (41).

7. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
3, wherein
the eccentric cam (41) includes an elastic claw (44e)
and a flange member (43c, 44c); and
by using of the elastic claw (44e) and the flange
member (43c, 44c), the ring (42) is rotatably engaged
with and held by the outer periphery of the eccentric
cam (41).
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8. The steering column assembly (1) according to claim
4, wherein
the eccentric cam (41) includes an elastic claw (44e)
and a flange member (43c, 44c); and
by using of the elastic claw (44e) and the flange
member (43c, 44c), the ring (42) is rotatably engaged
with and held by the outer periphery of the eccentric
cam (41).

Patentansprüche

1. Lenksäulenanordnung (1), die umfasst:

eine innere Röhre (5), die ein Ende hat, das von
einer Fahrzeugkarosserie (23) getragen wird,
und in der eine untere Welle (2b) drehbar und
schwenkbar gelagert ist;
eine äußere Röhre (4), die ein Ende hat, das
von einer Schelle (7) getragen wird, die an der
Fahrzeugkarosserie (23) befestigt ist, und in der
eine obere Welle (2a) drehbar und
schwenkbar gelagert ist, und die in einem Au-
ßenumfang der inneren Röhre (5) so angeord-
net ist, dass sie in einer axialen Richtung so ver-
schoben werden kann, dass Teleskopverstel-
lung möglich ist, und die ein Durchgangsloch
(4a) hat, das sich in der axialen Richtung in ei-
nem Abschnitt öffnet, der sich mit der inneren
Röhre (5) überlappt;
einen Abstandsbügel (8), der fest in der äußeren
Röhre (4) angeordnet ist;
einen Klemmbolzen (9), der einen Schaft (9b)
enthält, der von der Schelle (7) und einem
Langlochteil (34) der in dem Abstandsbügel (9)
ausgebildet ist, drehbar und schwenkbar gela-
gert wird;
einen Betätigungshebel (10), der so eingerichtet
ist, dass er sich integral mit dem Klemmbolzen
(9) dreht;
einen Exzenternocken (41), der an dem Schaft
(9b) des Klemmbolzens (9) angeordnet ist und
eine radiale Abmessung hat, die sich in seiner
Umfangsrichtung allmählich ändert; und
gekennzeichnet durch
einen Ring (42), der drehbar auf einen Außen-
umfang des Exzenternockens (41) aufgepasst
ist, wobei durch Drehbetätigung des Betäti-
gungshebels (10) zum Drehen des Exzenter-
nockens (41) und damit Pressen des Rings (42)
an die innere Röhre (5) die innere Röhre (5) in
Druckkontakt und in Eingriff mit der äußeren
Röhre (4) gebracht wird.

2. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
ein Lochteil (15) der Schelle (7) als ein bogenförmi-
ges Langloch (15) ausgebildet ist, das sich in einer
vertikalen Richtung des Fahrzeugs erstreckt, so

dass eine Neigungsverstellung möglich ist.

3. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Bolzen (9) und der Exzenternocken (41) als se-
parate Körper ausgebildet sind.

4. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
der Bolzen (9) und der Exzenternocken (41) als se-
parate Körper ausgebildet sind.

5. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Exzenternocken (41) eine elastische Klaue (44e)
sowie ein Flanschelement (43c, 44c) enthält; und
der Ring (42) unter Verwendung der elastischen
Klaue (44e) und des Flanschelementes (43c, 44c)
drehbar mit dem Außenumfang des Exzenternok-
kens (41) in Eingriff gebracht und von ihm gehalten
wird.

6. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
der Exzenternocken (41) eine elastische Klaue (44e)
sowie ein Flanschelement (43c, 44c) enthält; und
der Ring (42) unter Verwendung der elastischen
Klaue (44e) und des Flanschelementes (43c, 44c)
drehbar mit dem Außenumfang des Exzenternok-
kens (41) in Eingriff gebracht und von ihm gehalten
wird.

7. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
der Exzenternocken (41) eine elastische Klaue (44e)
sowie ein Flanschelement (43c, 44c) enthält; und
der Ring (42) unter Verwendung der elastischen
Klaue (44e) und des Flanschelementes (43c, 44c)
drehbar mit dem Außenumfang des Exzenternok-
kens (41) in Eingriff gebracht und von ihm gehalten
wird.

8. Lenksäulenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 4, wobei
der Exzenternocken (41) eine elastische Klaue (44e)
sowie ein Flanschelement (43c, 44c) enthält; und
der Ring (42) unter Verwendung der elastischen
Klaue (44e) und des Flanschelementes (43c, 44c)
drehbar mit dem Außenumfang des Exzenternok-
kens (41) in Eingriff gebracht und von ihm gehalten
wird.

Revendications

1. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1), comprenant :

un tube intérieur (5) comportant une extrémité
supportée par une carrosserie de véhicule (23),
et supportant de façon rotative et de façon pivo-
tante un arbre inférieur (2b) dans celui-ci ;
un tube extérieur (4) comportant une extrémité
supportée par une fixation (7) fixée à la carros-
serie de véhicule (23), supportant de façon ro-
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tative et de façon pivotante un arbre supérieur
(2a) dans celui-ci, agencé dans une périphérie
extérieure du tube intérieur (5) afin de coulisser
dans une direction axiale pour qu’un réglage té-
lescopique soit possible, et comportant un trou
débouchant (4a) ouvert dans la direction axiale
dans une partie chevauchant le tube intérieur
(5) ;
un support à distance (8) agencé de façon fixe
dans le tube extérieur (4) ;
un boulon de fixation (9) comprenant une tige
(9b) supportée de façon rotative et de façon pi-
votante par la fixation (7) et une partie de trou
long (34) formée dans le support à distance (8) ;
un levier de commande (10) configuré pour tour-
ner d’un seul tenant avec le boulon de fixation
(9) ;
une came excentrique (41) agencée sur la tige
(9b) du boulon de fixation (9), et possédant une
dimension radiale changeant progressivement
dans une direction circonférentielle de celle-ci ;
et
caractérisé par
une bague (42) installée de façon rotative sur
une périphérie extérieure de la came excentri-
que (41), dans lequel, le fait d’actionner de façon
rotative le levier de commande (10) fait tourner
la came excentrique (41) et ainsi comprime la
bague (42) contre le tube intérieur (5), pour que
le tube intérieur (5) soit mis en contact à pression
et en prise avec le tube extérieur (4).

2. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel une partie de trou (15) de
la fixation (7) présente la forme d’un trou long arqué
(15) s’étendant dans une direction ascendante-des-
cendante du véhicule pour qu’un réglage d’inclinai-
son soit possible.

3. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel le boulon (9) et la came
excentrique (41) présentent la forme de corps sépa-
rés.

4. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 2, dans lequel le boulon (9) et la came
excentrique (41) présentent la forme de corps sépa-
rés.

5. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel
la came excentrique (41) comprend une griffe élas-
tique (44e) et un élément de bride (43c, 44c) ; et
en utilisant la griffe élastique (44e) et l’élément de
bride (43c, 44c), la bague (42) est en prise de façon
rotative avec et retenue par la périphérie extérieure
de la came excentrique (41).

6. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 2, dans lequel
la came excentrique (41) comprend une griffe élas-
tique (44e) et un élément de bride (43c, 44c) ; et
en utilisant la griffe élastique (44e) et l’élément de
bride (43c, 44c), la bague (42) est en prise de façon
rotative avec et retenue par la périphérie extérieure
de la came excentrique (41).

7. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 3, dans lequel
la came excentrique (41) comprend une griffe élas-
tique (44e) et un élément de bride (43c, 44c) ; et
en utilisant la griffe élastique (44e) et l’élément de
bride (43c, 44c), la bague (42) est en prise de façon
rotative avec et retenue par la périphérie extérieure
de la came excentrique (41).

8. Ensemble de colonne de direction (1) selon la re-
vendication 4, dans lequel
la came excentrique (41) comprend une griffe élas-
tique (44e) et un élément de bride (43c, 44c) ; et
en utilisant la griffe élastique (44e) et l’élément de
bride (43c, 44c), la bague (42) est en prise de façon
rotative avec et retenue par la périphérie extérieure
de la came excentrique (41).
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