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(54) CELL RESELECTION METHOD AND TERMINAL

(57) The present invention provides a cell reselection
method and terminal. The method includes: cells on mul-
tiple frequencies with the same priority are set as same-
priority cells. The terminal comprises: a first reselection
module, used to select cells on multiple frequencies with
the same priority according to a priority-based reselection
principle when a terminal performs cell reselection,

wherein the cells on multiple frequencies with the same
priority are same-priority cells; a second reselection mod-
ule, used to select a cell as a reselected cell from the
same-priority cells based on a best-cell reselection prin-
ciple. The above technical solution enables the terminal
to perform cell reselection quickly in a determined man-
ner, and enables configuration of network parameters to
achieve the intended purpose.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of com-
munications, particularly to a cell reselection method and
terminal.

BACKGROUND

[0002] At present, cell handover and reselection per-
formed by a terminal is an important technique in a cel-
lular mobile communication system. Specifically, when
a user equipment (UE) leaves a cell and enters another
one, a signal received from the original cell by the UE
will become weaker, while a signal received from the cell
that the UE is entering will get stronger. In order to main-
tain the quality of the signal received by the UE, the UE
will transfer from the original base station to the new base
station with a stronger signal.
[0003] With regard to a terminal in a connected state,
this transfer between base stations is called handover.
With regard to a terminal in an idle state, the change of
a cell where the terminal camps is implemented via a cell
reselection process, so it is necessary for the terminal to
detect a target cell and perform cell reselection among
the cells that meet requirements.
[0004] In a 3rd Generation (3G) mobile communication
system, a terminal measures the quality of signals in dif-
ferent cells and compares the quality of the measured
signals with the quality threshold of the signal in the serv-
ing cell. If the quality of a measured signal continuously
meets the reselection standard within a specific time, the
terminal will perform cell reselection and transfer to the
cell with such signal quality.
[0005] Specifically, when the terminal performs cell re-
selection, it is required to measure the signal level or
signal quality of its serving cell and neighbouring cells,
then map the measured value of this serving cell into a
cell reselection assessment value Rs, and map the
measured value of a neighbouring cell into Rn. The Rs
is compared with each Rn, and the cell ranked first is the
cell with the best signal quality. When the best cell is not
the cell where the terminal currently camps, the terminal
will perform reselection and transfer to the best cell.
Wherein the method of calculating Rs and Rn is deter-
mined by standard specifications. Parameters relating to
calculation are distributed to the terminal via a broadcast
channel of the serving cell.
[0006] An evolved universal terrestrial radio access
network (E-UTRAN) system in a 3G mobile communica-
tion long term evolution (LTE) system continues to use
the foregoing cell reselection method to perform intra-
frequency cell reselection. Specifically, the terminal is
required to calculate Rs=Qmeas,s + Qhysts, Rn=Qmeas,
n - Qoffset, wherein s stands for a serving cell, n stands
for a neighbouring cell, Qmeas,s stands for a measured
level of a serving cell, Qmeas,n stands for a measured

level of a neighbouring cell, Qhysts stands for the hys-
teresis of a serving cell, and Qoffset stands for a level
offset of a neighbouring cell. After the calculation is com-
pleted, the terminal will rank all R values. The one ranked
first is the best cell, the terminal will select the best cell
when performing reselection. However, considering that
the difficulty of reselection among neighbouring cells lies
on not only the radio quality of these cells but also on the
value of Qoffset, the foregoing reselection method
through ranking R values is also called an offset-based
cell reselection method.
[0007] As it is necessary to measure all intra-frequency
and inter-frequency neighbouring cells when the offset-
based cell reselection method is adopted, the terminal
will consume more electric energy. As inter-frequency
measurement requires the terminal to switch the reso-
nant frequency of a receiver, whereas intra-frequency
measurement does not need so, the LTE groups all
neighbouring cells by frequency. The terminal firstly
ranks the frequencies based on their absolute priority
and finds out the frequency with top priority, and then
selects a cell on this frequency by the offset-based cell
reselection method. This reselection method is called a
priority-based reselection method, and the selected cell
should meet the following conditions: SnonServingCell,x of
a cell on a measured frequency is greater than a thresh-
old value Threshx,high within TreselectionRAT, wherein x
stands for the measured frequency, nonServingCell
stands for the measured cell, SnonServingCell,x stands for
the measured level of the measured cell, TreselectionRAT
stands for the measured time of cell reselection, and
Threshx,high stands for the threshold of reselection to a
frequency with higher priority. A cell may be chosen as
a reselected cell only when it meets the foregoing con-
ditions. Moreover, the following should be noted when a
cell is selected as a reselected cell:

1. if a cell on a frequency with higher priority meets
the foregoing conditions and the terminal has
camped in a serving cell for more than one second,
then the terminal will perform reselection and trans-
fer to this cell;

2. if no reselectable cell exist on the serving
frequency or on the frequencies having the same
priority with the serving frequency, and no cell on the
frequencies with higher priority meets the foregoing
conditions, moreover, the measured level SservingCell
of the serving cell is lower than a threshold
Threshserving,low, when SnonServingCell,x of a cell on a
measured frequency with lower priority is greater
than a threshold Threshx,low within TreselectionRAT,
then the terminal will perform reselection and
transfer to this cell, wherein x stands for the
measured frequency with lower priority,
SnonServingcell,x stands for the measured level of the
measured cell, TreselectionRAT stands for the
measured time of cell reselection, Threshserving,low
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stands for the low-level threshold of the serving cell,
and Threshx,low stands for the threshold of
reselection to a frequency with lower priority;

3. the offset-based cell reselection method is adopt-
ed for reselection among intra-frequency cells and
cells on the frequencies with the same priority;

4. when multiple cells on a frequency meet the fore-
going conditions, the terminal will select the best cell
as the reselected target cell.

[0008] It can be seen from the above description that
in related techniques, the priority-based reselection
method only defines that a terminal can select the best
cell by the offset-based cell reselection method (R value-
based sequencing method) on condition that this rese-
lection is performed among cells on the same frequency.
However, for this case that several cells on each of fre-
quencies with the same priority meet the reselection con-
ditions of the priority-based reselection method, no ef-
fective solution has been provided on how to perform cell
reselection among these cells.

SUMMARY

[0009] The present invention is provided to solve the
problem on how to perform cell reselection among cells
when several cells on each of frequencies with the same
priority meet the reselection conditions. Therefore, the
main object of the present invention is to provide a cell
reselection method and terminal to solve the foregoing
problem existing in related techniques.
[0010] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, a cell reselection method is provided, by which a
terminal performs reselection among cells on multiple
frequencies with the same priority.
[0011] The cell reselection method provided according
to the present invention includes: setting the cells on mul-
tiple frequencies with the same priority as same-priority
cells.
[0012] Further, when a terminal performs cell reselec-
tion, it may select cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority according to a priority-based reselection
principle; and the terminal may select a cell as a rese-
lected cell from among the same-priority cells based on
a best-cell reselection principle.
[0013] Wherein the same-priority cells may specifically
include one of the following: cells on multiple frequencies
with the same priority that is higher than the priority of a
serving frequency; cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority that is lower than the priority of the serving
frequency; a serving cell; and cells on the serving fre-
quency and on one or more frequencies having the same
priority with the serving frequency.
[0014] Wherein the priority of the same-priority cells
may be equal to the absolute priority of corresponding
frequencies.

[0015] Wherein the best-cell reselection principle may
be an offset-based cell reselection principle.
[0016] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, a terminal is provided, which is used to perform
reselection among cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority.
[0017] The terminal provided according to the present
invention comprises: a first reselection module, used to
select cells on multiple frequencies with the same priority
according to a priority-based reselection principle when
a terminal performs cell reselection, wherein the cells on
multiple frequencies with the same priority are same-pri-
ority cells; a second reselection module, used to select
a cell as a reselected cell from among the same-priority
cells based on a best-cell reselection principle.
[0018] Wherein the same-priority cells may specifically
include one of the following: cells on multiple frequencies
with the same priority that is higher than the priority of a
serving frequency; cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority that is lower than the priority of the serving
frequency; a serving cell; and cells on the serving fre-
quency and on one or more frequencies having the same
priority with the serving frequency.
[0019] Wherein the priority of the same-priority cells
may be equal to the absolute priority of corresponding
frequencies.
[0020] Wherein the first reselection module may be
specifically used to select cells on frequencies with higher
priority based on the priority of frequencies.
[0021] Wherein the best-cell reselection principle may
be an offset-based cell reselection principle.
[0022] Through selecting the best cell after the cells
on multiple frequencies with the same priority are select-
ed, the technical solution of the present invention enables
the terminal to perform cell reselection quickly in a de-
termined manner, and enables configuration of network
parameters to achieve the intended purpose.
[0023] Other characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will be illustrated in the subsequent de-
scription, and partially become obvious through the de-
scription or understood through implementation of the
present invention. The object and other advantages of
the present invention may be realized and acquired
through the structures particularly indicated in the de-
scription, claims and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024] The drawings described here are intended to
provide further understanding on the present invention
and constitute a part of this application. The schematic
embodiments of the present invention and the descrip-
tions thereof are intended to explain the present invention
and not to limit the present invention. Among the draw-
ings:

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a cell reselection method
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
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tion; and

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a terminal according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Function Summary

[0025] At present, in related techniques, the priority-
based reselection method only defines a cell reselection
method for the cells on the same frequency, while it does
not define a cell reselection method in the situation that
several cells on each of frequencies with the same priority
meet the priority-based reselection conditions. There-
fore, to solve this problem, the present invention provides
a technical solution for cell reselection, wherein cells on
multiple frequencies with the same priority are set as
same-priority cells. Further, when a terminal performs
cell reselection, firstly it will select the cells on one or
more frequencies with the same priority according to a
priority-based reselection principle and then it will select
a cell as a reselected cell from among the same-priority
cells based on a best-cell reselection principle.
[0026] The preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention are described below in combination with the ac-
companying drawings. It should be understood that the
preferred embodiments described here are only intended
to illustrate and explain the present invention and not to
limit the present invention. If there is no conflict, the em-
bodiments of the present invention and the features in
the embodiments may be combined.

Method Embodiment

[0027] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, a cell reselection method is provided, by which
a terminal performs reselection among cells on multiple
frequencies with the same priority. FIG. 1 is a flowchart
of a cell reselection method according to an embodiment
of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the following
processing is included.
[0028] Step S102, when a terminal performs cell rese-
lection, it selects cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority according to a priority-based reselection
principle, wherein the cells on multiple frequencies with
the same priority are same-priority cells.
[0029] In Step S102, selecting same-priority cells ac-
cording to the priority-based reselection principle refers
to that: the terminal may first select the cells on the fre-
quencies with higher priority according to the priority of
frequencies.
[0030] Further, in practical application, the same-pri-
ority cells may be cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority that is higher than the priority of the serving
frequency, or cells on multiple frequencies with the same
priority that is lower than the priority of the serving fre-
quency, or the serving cell, or cells on the serving fre-

quency or on one or more frequencies having the same
priority with the serving frequency. Further, the priority
of the same-priority cells is equal to the absolute priority
of the corresponding frequencies.
[0031] Step S104, the terminal selects a cell as a re-
selected cell from among the same-priority cells based
on a best-cell reselection principle, wherein the best-cell
reselection principle is an offset-based cell reselection
principle (the offset-based cell reselection principle has
been described in details in the background of the present
invention, so it will not be described here again).
[0032] The foregoing technical solution of the present
invention will be described in details in combination with
examples.

Example 1, reselection to frequencies with higher priority

[0033] Frequencies F_a1 and F_a2 are high-priority
frequencies with the same priority. C_a1_1 and C_a1_2
are cells on a frequency F_a1, and C_a2_1 is a cell on
a frequency F_a2. Currently the terminal resides on a
frequency F_b1, and the priority of F_b1 is lower than
the priority of F_a1 and F_a2. C_b1_1 is the cell where
the terminal resides.
[0034] The terminal periodically measures different-
frequency cells C_a1_1, C_a1_2 and C_a2_1. If within
a time period TreselectionE_UTRAN, different-frequency
cells satisfy SC_a1_1,F_a1>ThreshF_a1,high, SC_a1_2,F_a1>
ThreshF_a1,high and SC_a2_1,F_a2>ThieshF_a2,high, in oth-
er words, three cells with higher priority simultaneously
meet the reselection conditions (the reselection condi-
tions: SnonServingCell,x of a cell on a measured frequency
is greater than Threshx,high within TreselectionRAT), then
the terminal needs to reselect and transfer to one of the
three cells by the priority-based reselection method,
wherein C_a1_1, C_a1_2 and C_a2_1 are same-priority
cells; according to the offset-based cell reselection prin-
ciple, RC_a1_1, RC_a1_2 and RC_a2_1 are ranked after be-
ing calculated, in this case, RC_a1_2 is the largest, then
C_a1_2 is the best cell, and the terminal will finally rese-
lect and transfer to the cell C_a1_2.
[0035] Through the foregoing processing, the terminal
realizes cell reselection to frequencies with higher priority
according to the method specified in the present inven-
tion.

Example 2, reselection to frequencies with lower priority

[0036] Frequencies F_c1 and F_c2 are low-priority fre-
quencies with the same priority. C_c1_1 is a cell on the
frequency F_c1, and C_c2_1 is a cell on the frequency
F_c2. Currently the terminal resides on a frequency F_
b1. The priority of F_b1 is higher than the priority of F_
c1 and F_c2. C_b1_1 is a serving cell. F_b2 is a frequen-
cy having the same priority with the serving frequency,
and C_b2_1 is a cell on this frequency. When SC_b1_1 is
lower than a threshold ThreshC_b1_1,low, C_b2_1 does
not satisfy reselection conditions.

5 6 



EP 2 337 396 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0037] As there is no frequency with priority higher than
the priority of F_b1 here, the terminal needs to consider
performing reselection among low-priority frequencies
F_c1 and F_c2. When SC_c1_1,F_c1>ThreshF_c1,low and
SC_c2_1,F_c2>ThreshF_c2,low are satisfied within a time
period TreselectionE_UTRAN, in other words, two low-pri-
ority cells simultaneously meet the reselection condi-
tions, then the terminal needs to reselect and transfer to
one of the two cells according to the priority-based rese-
lection method. C_c1_1 and C_c2_1 are same-priority
cells; according to the offset-based cell reselection prin-
ciple, RC_c1_1 and RC_c2_1 are calculated and ranked, in
this case, RC_c1_1 is the largest, then C_c1_1 is the best
cell, and the terminal will finally reselect and transfer to
the cell C_c1_1.
[0038] Through the foregoing processing, the terminal
realizes cell reselection to frequencies with lower priority
according to the method specified in the present inven-
tion.

Device Embodiment

[0039] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, a terminal is provided, which is used to perform
reselection among cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority. The device may be used to realize the cell
reselection method provided by the foregoing method
embodiment.
[0040] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a terminal according
to an embodiment of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 2, the terminal comprises a first reselection module
20 and a second reselection module 22. In practical ap-
plication, the first reselection module 20 and the second
reselection module 22 may also be integrated, but in this
embodiment, they are disposed separately in order to
more clearly explain the technical solution of the present
invention. Below the two modules will be described in
details.
[0041] The first reselection module 20 is used to select
cells on multiple frequencies with the same priority ac-
cording to a priority-based reselection principle when a
terminal performs cell reselection, wherein the cells on
multiple frequencies with the same priority are same-pri-
ority cells;
[0042] Wherein selecting same-priority cells according
to a priority-based reselection principle refers to that: the
first reselection module 20 may select cells on multiple
frequencies with the same priority according to the pri-
ority-based reselection method.
[0043] Further, in practical application, the same-pri-
ority cells may be cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority that is higher than the priority of the serving
frequency, or cells on multiple frequencies with the same
priority that is lower than the priority of the serving fre-
quency, or the serving cell, or cells on the serving fre-
quency or on one or more frequencies having the same
priority with the serving frequency. Further, the priority
of the same-priority cells is equal to the absolute priority

of the corresponding frequencies.
[0044] The second reselection module 22, connected
to the first reselection module 20, is used to select a cell
as a reselected cell based on a best-cell reselection prin-
ciple from among the same-priority cells selected by the
first reselection module 20. Wherein the best-cell rese-
lection principle is an offset-based cell reselection prin-
ciple (the offset-based cell reselection principle has been
described in details in the background of the present in-
vention, so it will not be described here again).
[0045] To summarize, through selecting the best cell
after the cells on one or multiple frequencies with the
same priority are selected, the technical solution of the
present invention solves the problem on how to perform
cell reselection among cells meeting reselection condi-
tions on multiple frequencies with the same priority,
thereby enabling the terminal to perform cell reselection
quickly in a determined manner, and making configura-
tion of network parameters achieve the intended pur-
pose.
[0046] The foregoing descriptions are preferred em-
bodiments of the present invention and are not intended
to limit the present invention. For those skilled in the art,
the present invention may have various changes and
modifications. All modifications, equivalent substitutions
and improvements, etc, made without departing from the
spirit and principle of the present invention, shall be within
the protection scope of the present invention.

Claims

1. A cell reselection method, by which a terminal per-
forms reselection among cells on multiple frequen-
cies with the same priority, the method including:

setting the cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority as same-priority cells.

2. The method according to claim 1, further including:

selecting cells on multiple frequencies with the
same priority according to a priority-based rese-
lection principle when a terminal performs cell
reselection;
selecting a cell as a reselected cell by the ter-
minal from among the same-priority cells based
on a best-cell reselection principle.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the same-
priority cells specifically include one of the following:

cells on multiple frequencies with the same pri-
ority that is higher than the priority of a serving
frequency;
cells on multiple frequencies with the same pri-
ority that is lower than the priority of the serving
frequency;
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a serving cell, and cells on the serving frequency
and on one or more frequencies having the
same priority with the serving frequency.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the priority
of the same-priority cells is equal to the absolute pri-
ority of corresponding frequencies.

5. The method according to claim 2, wherein the best-
cell reselection principle is an offset-based cell re-
selection principle.

6. A terminal used to perform reselection among cells
on multiple frequencies with the same priority, in-
cluding:

a first reselection module, used to select cells
on multiple frequencies with the same priority
according to a priority-based reselection princi-
ple when a terminal performs cell reselection;
wherein the cells on multiple frequencies with
the same priority are same-priority cells;
a second reselection module, used to select a
cell as a reselected cell from among the same-
priority cells based on a best-cell reselection
principle.

7. The terminal according to claim 6, wherein the same-
priority cells specifically include one of the following:

cells on multiple frequencies with the same pri-
ority that is higher than the priority of a serving
frequency;
cells on multiple frequencies with the same pri-
ority that is lower than the priority of the serving
frequency;
a serving cell, and cells on the serving frequency
and on one or more frequencies having the
same priority with the serving frequency.

8. The terminal according to claim 7, wherein the pri-
ority of the same-priority cells is equal to the absolute
priority of corresponding frequencies.

9. The terminal according to claim 6, wherein the first
reselection module is specifically used to select cells
on frequencies with higher priority based on the pri-
ority of frequencies.

10. The terminal according to claim 6, wherein the best-
cell reselection principle is an offset-based cell re-
selection principle.
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