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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention is directed to methods
and systems for providing back-up server functionality in
an image processing system.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Over the past several years, there has been an
increase in the number and types of document-related
applications available over networks. These applications
can include document management systems, such as
those specializing in managing documents of various
specific contents, for example medical, legal, financial,
marketing, scientific, educational, etc. Other applications
include various delivery systems, such as e-mail servers,
facsimile servers, and/or regular mail delivery. Yet other
applications include document processing systems, such
as format conversion and optical character recognition.
Further applications include document management sys-
tems used to store, organize, and manage various doc-
uments. These document management systems used to
store, organize, and manage various documents may be
referred to as "backend" applications.
[0003] Various systems for accessing these network
applications from image processing devices (e.g., scan-
ners, printers, copy machines, cameras) have been con-
templated. One system associates a computer with each
image processing device for managing the documents
with the network applications. The computers communi-
cate with the various network applications to enable the
use of these applications by the user of the image
processing devices. For example, the computers request
and receive from the network applications information
about the format and content of the data required by the
applications to manage documents. The computers proc-
ess this information and configure the image processing
devices to provide the correct format and content.
[0004] Such systems, however, have numerous draw-
backs, especially if considered within an environment of
a relatively large office with significant numbers of image
processing devices using different kinds of network doc-
ument applications, which may change over time. Spe-
cifically, the requirement of having a computer for each
image processing device increases cost and decreases
flexibility. This requirement creates the burden of main-
taining, securing and upgrading the computers. When
new applications are integrated within the system, each
computer and/or each image processing device should
be updated and made compatible with the new network
application. The task of updating each local computer
and/or each image processing device creates a costly
burden on the administrator of the system, and severely
increases the traffic over the company’s network. This
increase in traffic can slow down the company’s entire
network.

[0005] In light of the above-mentioned shortcomings,
other systems have been contemplated which include a
computer, or server, connected to a plurality of image
processing devices. These servers act as an agent, or
gateway, allowing the image processing device to com-
municate and send processed image data to the network
applications. For example, the servers may be capable
of requesting and receiving information from the network
applications about the format and content of the data
required by the applications to manage documents. The
server then formats information received from each of
the plurality of image processing devices before forward-
ing this information onto the network applications.
[0006] However, a drawback of current systems is that
there is no failure recovery or back-up procedure should
the computer, or server, used in the system become un-
available. Therefore, when the computer or server is in-
accessible from the image processing devices, the image
processing devices are unable to utilize any of the serv-
ices provided by the server.
[0007] In the case when only a single computer is re-
sponsible for handling the transactions between the im-
age processing device and the network applications and
that computer becomes unavailable, the image process-
ing device becomes unable to send documents or files
generated by the image processing device to any of the
network applications for which the computer served as
a conduit. Further, the image processing device may be
unavailable until the computer is repaired or replaced
which may take an extended period of time. Also, pro-
viding a backup computer for each image processing de-
vice could prove to be very cost prohibitive, since each
image processing device would require a plurality of com-
puters in order to compensate for a failure of the primary
computer.
[0008] In the case when a single server is responsible
for interfacing with a plurality of image processing devic-
es, a failure of the server could cause many image
processing devices to become unavailable. Such a fail-
ure could cause all the image processing devices in a
department or a business, which are connected to the
same server, to all become unavailable to communicate
over the network. For example, if a single server is re-
sponsible for interfacing with an entire department’s al-
location of image processing devices, the failure of that
server precludes the entire group of servers from access-
ing the services provided by the server.
[0009] US 2003/217095 discloses a system for man-
aging documents including a document manager server
connected to image processing devices and to applica-
tions via a network. The document manager server re-
ceives an identification from the image processing de-
vices; looks up a profile and transmit the profile to the
image processing devices. The profile includes informa-
tion about the applications connected to the document
management server.
[0010] EP 1 061 711 A2 discloses a computer network
and method of clustering network servers. The servers
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have one server name and a name sever installed on
each. The name server manages unique server names
assigned to the servers and their corresponding address-
es.
[0011] US 5 812 751 A discloses a fault-tolerant multi-
server system, wherein a plurality of primary servers are
backed up by a single secondary server.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0012] The present inventor has determined that there
is a need for more reliable system and method for pro-
viding back-up server functionality to the image process-
ing device by providing a plurality of server devices.
[0013] According to the present invention, there is pro-
vided a method for and a system of corresponding for
server unavailability as defined in the appended inde-
pendent claims 1 and 21.
[0014] An embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes at least one image processing device, such as a
multi-function device, but preferably several image
processing devices, a primary document manager server
connected to the image processing devices, a secondary
document manager server connected to the image
processing device and network applications connected
to the primary and secondary document manager serv-
ers. The primary and secondary document manager
servers are both capable of functioning as an agent for
the image processing devices and as a gateway to the
network applications.
[0015] In one embodiment, when the image process-
ing device is activated, specific identification information
is sent from the image processing device to a primary
document manager server. Typically, information which
is submitted includes device identification or user authen-
tication information, but may include any other identifying
information related to the image processing device or the
user of the image processing device. Once the image
processing device transmits this information to the pri-
mary document manager server the image processing
device determines whether the primary document man-
ager server is unavailable based on a response, or lack
thereof, from the primary document manager server. The
primary document manager server may be unavailable
for a plurality of reasons, as will be discussed below.
Should the image processing device determine that the
primary document manager server is unavailable, it
transmits the identification information to a secondary
document manager server identified by specific informa-
tion stored in the image processing device, typically an
internet protocol (IP) address.
[0016] In another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a user session is initiated from the image processing
device with the primary document manager server. A us-
er session may be initiated, or active, once a user logs
onto or is authenticated, or after the image processing
device has been registered with the primary document
manager server. After the user session is initiated, the

image processing device attempts to contact the primary
document manager server to fulfill a request. If the image
processing device determines that the primary document
manager server is unavailable, the image processing de-
vice contacts the secondary document manager server
in order to process the request. If the secondary docu-
ment manager server is available, the user, or device
logs in or registers with the secondary document man-
ager before the secondary document manager responds
to a request from the image processing device.
[0017] In another embodiment of the present invention
the user has initiated a procedure of uploading image
data, or other data processed by the image processing
device, from the image processing device to the primary
document manager server. In this instance, the image
processing device contacts a primary document manag-
er server to upload the data, and determines that the
primary document manager server is unavailable. In re-
sponse, the image processing device contacts the sec-
ondary document manager server in order to start upload
of the data. If the secondary document manager server
is available, uploading of the data commences and the
secondary document manager server is then set as the
primary document manager server. Since the user is al-
ready be authenticated to get to the point of uploading
data, no additional login, registration or authentication is
required by the user or the device.
[0018] In another embodiment of the present invention
the primary document manager server and the second-
ary document manager server participate in an exchange
of configuration data to maintain synchronization be-
tween the servers. The secondary document manager
server, on a periodic basis, transmits a request for con-
figuration data to the primary document manager server.
In response, the primary document manager server
transmits the updated configuration data to the second-
ary document manager server which then updates its
configuration data in response. Then, after a predeter-
mined period of time expires, the secondary document
manager server sends a subsequent request to the pri-
mary document manager server requesting updated con-
figuration data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] A more complete appreciation of the invention
and many of the attendant advantages thereof will be
readily obtained as the same becomes better understood
by reference to the following detailed description when
considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a block diagram showing an overall sys-
tem configuration according to one embodiment of
the present invention;
Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating components
of the image processing device and document man-
ager server according to one embodiment of the
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present invention;
Figure 3A is a flowchart illustrating the steps by which
a multi-function device obtains profile information ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention;
Figure 3B is a flowchart illustrating the steps per-
formed by the multi-function device upon receipt of
the profile information according to one embodiment
of the present invention;
Figure 4 shows exemplary code of a plug-in associ-
ated with a back end application according to one
embodiment of the present invention;
Figures 5A and 5B show steps performed in authen-
ticating a user using multi-factor authentication ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention;
Figures 6A and 6B show steps performed in contact-
ing the secondary document manager server upon
the detection that the primary document manager
server is unavailable during service initiation;
Figures 7A-7C show subsequent processing after
initial user authentication according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention;
Figure 8 is a flowchart illustrating the steps per-
formed in contacting the secondary document man-
ager server upon the detection that the primary doc-
ument manager server is unavailable while a user
session is active;
Figures 9A and 9B show the steps performed when
delivering a document to a back end system accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present invention;
Figures 10A and 10B show the steps performed in
sending a facsimile according to one embodiment of
the present invention;
Figure 11 shows the steps performed in contacting
the secondary document manager server when the
primary document manager server is detected as
being unavailable during an upload process;
Figure 12 shows the steps performed in synchroniz-
ing configuration data between the primary docu-
ment manager server and the secondary document
manager server;
Figure 13 is a block diagram illustrating an image
processing device according to one embodiment of
the present invention;
Figure 14 is a schematic representation of an image
processing device according to one embodiment of
the present invention;
Figure 15 is a block diagram illustrating a primary
and/or secondary document manager server ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention;
and
Figure 16 is a schematic representation of a primary
and/or secondary document manager server ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0020] Referring now to the drawings, wherein like ref-
erence numerals designate identical or corresponding

parts throughout the several views, Figure 1 is a block
diagram of a system 5 for managing documents accord-
ing to the present invention. In the system 5, a primary
document manager server 40 and a secondary document
manager server 45 manage documents and files by
processing information related to applications, which can
be grouped in different groups I-III. Primary document
manger server 40 (or "primary server") and secondary
document manager server 45 (or "secondary server")
have the same configuration data, hardware and func-
tional capabilities with the exception of licensing informa-
tion, which is stored only in primary server 40. Alterna-
tively, the capabilities and configuration may be different,
if desired. For example, the backup or secondary server
may be an older and less powerful server. Therefore,
throughout the specification the primary server 40 and
the secondary server 45, may be referred to collectively
as "document manager servers" when the description is
applicable to both the primary server 40 and the second-
ary server 45. It should also be noted that while the doc-
ument manager servers 40 and 45 may be discussed
together, only one server is typically providing services
at any one point in time. Since the document manager
servers 40 and 45 may have substantially the same con-
figuration and functional capabilities, the designation of
"primary" and "secondary" are used to differentiate the
role of each server in particular processes described
herein. The purpose and effect of such a differentiation
will be described in greater detail below. The document
manager servers 40 and 45 are also connected to facil-
itate the exchange and synchronization of configuration
data, as will be described in Figure 12. The structure and
operation of the document manager servers 40 and 45
are described in greater detail below with corresponding
Figures 15-16.
[0021] The system 5 includes a network 100 that in-
terconnects at least one, but preferably a plurality of im-
age processing devices which may be implemented as
multifunction devices (MFDs) 10-30, to document man-
ager servers 40 and 45. The network 100 preferably uses
TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Proto-
col), but any other desirable network protocol such as,
for example IPX/SPX (Internetwork Packet Exchange/
Sequential Packet Exchange), NetBEUI (NetBIOS Ex-
tended User Interface), or NetBIOS (Network Basic Input/
Output System) is possible. The network 100 can be a
local area network, a wide area network, any type of net-
work such as an intranet, an extranet, the Internet or a
combination thereof. Other communications links for the
network 100, such as a virtual private network, or a wire-
less link, or any other suitable substitute may be used as
well.
[0022] As shown in Figure 1, the devices 10-30 can be
multi-function devices, or "MFDs" and may also be re-
ferred to as image processing devices. An MFD may in-
corporate or be any one of a plurality of a scanner, a copy
machine, a printer, a fax machine, a digital camera, other
office devices, and combinations thereof. Any one or
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combinations of these devices are referred to as a MFD,
generally. Various types of MFDs are commonly known
in the art and share common features and hardware with
the MFDs of the present invention.’ In one embodiment
of the present invention, the MFD is a portable device,
such as a digital camera, connectable to the Internet via
a wired or wireless connection. Such an MFD combines
digital imaging and internet capabilities so that one can
capture still images, sounds or videos and share such
multimedia using wired or wireless connections from var-
ious locations. The MFD can create web pages, send
and receive e-mails with attachments, edit images, FTP
files, surf the Internet, and send or receive a fax. In an-
other embodiment, the MFD is one of a combination of
a scanner, photocopier and printer, as described in more
detail below with corresponding Figures 13-14.
[0023] As shown in Figure 1, the document manager
servers 40 and 45 are connected to a directory/address
book server 60 (or "directory server" or "global directory").
The directory server 60 can include information such as
the names, addresses, network addresses, e-mail ad-
dresses, phone/fax numbers, other types of destination
information, and authorization of individuals. Other infor-
mation can also be included in the directory server 60.
Examples of directory servers 60 compatible with the
present invention include, but are not limited to, Lotus
NotesTM, Microsoft ExchangeTM, and LDAP ("Light-
weight Directory Access Protocol") enabled directory
servers. LDAP is a software protocol that enables a user
to perform network authentication, locate organizations,
individuals, files, devices in a network. The document
manager servers 40 and 45 can also be connected to a
network domain controller 50 that controls authentication
of the MFD user. The directory server is configured to
receive user information entered at the authentication
device or image processing device and authenticate the
user for the network.
[0024] The network domain controller 50 is, for exam-
ple, a server that responds to security authentication re-
quests, such as logging in, within its domain. The network
domain controller 50 may be backed up by one or more
backup network domain controllers that can optionally
also process security authentication. Examples of a di-
rectory server 60 and a network domain controller 50 are
disclosed in U.S. Application Serial No. 10/243,645, filed
September 16, 2002.
[0025] Briefly, the system 5 optionally provides access
for the users of the MFDs 10-30 to the information stored
at the directory server 60 via the document manager serv-
ers 40 and 45. The system 5 also allows for users, who
are authenticated at the image processing device, to
transmit a digital signature or other user specific identi-
fication information to the directory server 60. The iden-
tification information may be retrieved from an authenti-
cation information device, such as a smartcard or any
similar device configured to store user identification in-
formation or input by a user via a user interface of the
MFD.

[0026] The directory server 60 may then retrieve pref-
erence information based on the user identification infor-
mation and transmit the preference information to the
MFDs 10-30. This preference information may include
information relating to scan settings, such as resolution,
density, scan mode, color, paper size, file format, or any
additional settings that can be adjusted at the MFD. The
preference information may also include information re-
lating to the network application which is the destination
of the processed image, including a specific e-mail ad-
dress, a backend system, a middle processing system,
or any other network application configured to accept the
processed data. A middle processing system may in-
clude a file formation conversion system, optical charac-
ter recognition, or any similarly suited system as will be
described in greater detail below. Also, the preference
information may include a software plug-in, which will be
discussed in greater detail below, or any other informa-
tion related to changing the functionality of the MFD. After
receiving this information, the MFD processes the pref-
erence information and makes changes corresponding
to the preference data before the user processes an im-
age.
[0027] A user can also request a search of the com-
pany’s global directory stored at the directory server 60.
The document manager servers 40 and 45 can pass the
search request to the directory server 60 and can receive
the search results (e.g., e-mail addresses and/or fax
numbers) from the directory server 60. The document
manager servers 40 and 45 can then pass the search
results to the MFD 20, which can temporarily store and
display them. The user can select a displayed result (e.g.,
an e-mail addresses or a fax number), scan a document,
and request that the scanned document be transmitted,
e-mailed and/or faxed to the selected destination.
[0028] The document manager servers 40 and 45 can
be configured to act as an intermediate agent, or a gate-
way between a plurality of network applications 50, 60,
70, 80, and 90 and the MFDs. The applications 70, 80,
and 90 can include for example an e-mail server, a fax
server, a file format conversion system, an optical char-
acter recognition (OCR) system, a document manage-
ment system and a file storage system or any combina-
tion of multiples thereof. The document management
servers 40 and 45 are capable of supporting a plurality
of backend systems such as various document manage-
ment systems, or file storage systems. In a preferred em-
bodiment, the e-mail server is incorporated into the doc-
ument manager servers 40 and 45. The e-mail server
can include, but is not limited to, Lotus NotesTM e-mail
server, Microsoft ExchangeTM e-mail server, and SMTP
("Simple Mail Transfer Protocol") e-mail servers. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the fax server is the Captaris’ Right-
FaxTM server. However, other suitable fax servers may
be implemented in accordance with the present inven-
tion. The file format conversion system can be configured
to convert a document from one format (e.g., TIFF, "Tag
Image File Format") to another (e.g., PDF, "Portable Doc-

7 8 



EP 1 866 756 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ument Format"). An example of a document manage-
ment system is disclosed in U.S. Application Serial No.
09/795,438, filed March 1, 2001; and in U.S. Application
Serial No. 10/116,162, filed April 5, 2002. Other docu-
ment management systems include systems that spe-
cialize in managing documents having a specific content.
As an example, the document management systems
could be the system implemented by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services for managing medical and
insurance records as provided under the Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). Docu-
mentum is an exemplary brand of a digital file manage-
ment system used to manage, store and perform other
various file management operations on stored document/
record/multimedia files. Other systems for managing
and/or storing documents, such as legal, financial, mar-
keting, scientific, educational, can be connected to the
document manager servers 40 and 45.
[0029] As stated above, the document management
servers 40 and 45 are capable of supporting a plurality
of such systems simultaneously. As will be described lat-
er, a profile can be configured to support multiple systems
via software plug-ins, and a user interface of the image
processing devices 10, 20, 30 can be customized based
on the received software plug-ins.
[0030] These applications can be grouped, for exam-
ple in Groups I-III. Group I can be a delivery system group
including an e-mail server and a fax server; Group II can
be a middle processing group including a file format con-
version system and an optical character recognition sys-
tem; and Group III can be a backend system group in-
cluding a document management system and a file stor-
age system. Groups I-III can include a plurality of devices
from each category. For example, the document man-
agement servers 40 and 45 can be connected to a plu-
rality of applications from each group. The document
manager servers 40 and 45 can direct documents to sev-
eral applications within each group. In a preferred em-
bodiment, one of the document manager servers 40 or
45 delivers a document to several of the applications with-
in the delivery system group, but delivers the document
to one or a plurality of the application within the middle
processing group and to one or a plurality of the applica-
tions of the backend system group. For example, one of
the document manager server 40 or 45 can deliver a
document to the e-mail and fax servers, to the OCR sys-
tem, and to a document management system. Other
combinations are possible in other embodiments.
[0031] In a preferred embodiment, the MFDs 10-30
and the document manager servers 40 and 45 exchange
data using the protocol HTTP ("Hypertext Transfer Pro-
tocol") or HTTPS (HTTP over Secure Socket Layer) over
the network 100. Other protocols such as TCP/IP,
IPX/SPX, NetBEUI, or NetBIOS, for example can equiv-
alently be used with the present invention. Preferably,
the MFDs 10-30 and the document manager servers 40
and 45 exchange data using the format XML ("Extensible
Markup Language"). Other formats, such as, but not lim-

ited to, HTML, can equivalently be used with the present
invention.
[0032] In one embodiment, the document manager
servers 40 and 45 can include an MFD profiler 280
(shown in Figure 2) that manages profiles for the MFDs
10-30. The administrator of the system 5 can create,
change and maintain the profiles via a profile user inter-
face for the document manager servers 40 and 45. A
profile includes information (e.g., parameters) sent from
the document manager servers 40 and 45 to an MFD.
Based on this information, the MFD can adjust its user
interface and functions so as to properly interface with
the document manager servers 40 and 45. The informa-
tion may also include software plug-ins processed by the
MFD to allow the operation of the MFD to be modified
based on the existence or introduction of a backend sys-
tem. The software plug-ins typically correspond to each
of the backend application connected to the document
manager servers 40 and 45, but may also be used to
change other functions of the MFD not related to a back-
end application. For example, the MFD can display se-
lections allowing a user to select options (e.g., a particular
delivery system, a middle processing system, or a back-
end system) available to the MFD via the document man-
ager servers 40 and 45. Information included in the profile
can be the identity of the various applications 70-90 con-
nected to the document manager servers 40 and 45. The
profiler 280 receives identification information from an
MFD (e.g., the serial number, MAC address, IP address,
etc.) and uses this identification information to check
whether the MFD is registered within a register, e.g., a
data table stored in a memory of the document manager
servers 40 and 45. If registered, the profiler sends the
MFD a profile assigned to the MFD. If the MFD is not
registered, the profiler can register the MFD and send
the MFD a profile. The profiler can store more than one
profile. In a preferred embodiment, one profile is as-
signed to each MFD, and more than one MFD can share
the same profile. While the term "software plug-in" has
been used, any type of software, programming, or chip
can be used to modify the operation of the MFD.
[0033] Examples of parameters in a profile include, but
are not limited to:

a profile ID, which identifies the profile;
an LDAP Enabled parameter, which indicates
whether or not the LDAP tree search is enabled on
the document manager servers 40 and 45 using the
directory server 60;
a Base Domain Name (DN) parameter, which pro-
vides a default field of search for the LDAP tree when
the LDAP search is enabled;
a Network Authentication parameter, which indi-
cates whether or not network authentication is ena-
bled using the network domain controller 50;
a Time-Out parameter, which indicates the time pe-
riod that should elapse before the MFD resets and
requires the user to enter login information;
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a Max Result Count parameter, which determines
the maximum number of LDAP query results re-
turned;
a Fax Option parameter, which indicates whether or
not a fax server is connected to the document man-
ager servers 40 and 45;
a Post Scan Processing parameter, which indicates
what post scan processing system is connected to
the document manager servers 40 and 45, post scan
processing systems may include, for example an e-
mail server, a file format conversion system, an op-
tical character recognition system, etc.;
a Backend parameter, indicating which backend sys-
tems are connected to the document manager serv-
ers 40 and 45 and are able to be accessed by the
MFD, such backend systems may include, a docu-
ment management system or a file storage system,
or another similar type of system; and
a Software Plug-in, exemplary code for which is de-
picted in Figure 4, which contains and executable
file allowing the image processing device to perform
specific processing tasks related to a backend ap-
plication.

[0034] Other parameters may also be included in the
profile. For example, parameters reflecting specific user
ID, default size of papers, scanning resolution setting,
condition of the document feeder, department code for
billing image processing operations, additional scanning
job parameters for the specific user ID, or any additional
parameters may be used.
[0035] The Backend parameter might also indicate if
a user is required to subsequently log-in to the backend
system after the user has already logged into the network.
Further, the Backend parameter may also initiate an au-
thentication step to determine if a user has already logged
into the network and been automatically authenticated
to operate the back-end system based on the network
authentication. If the Backend parameter indicates that
a software plug-in is required for the MFD device to prop-
erly interface with the backend application, then the MFD
transmits data to the currently active document manager
server 40 or 45 requesting the receipt of a software plug-
in.
[0036] Figure 2 illustrates an MFD 20’s browser 25
configured to exchange information between the MFD
20 and the document manager servers 40 and 45 ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention. An
example of a browser 25 is disclosed in U.S. Application
Serial No. 10/243,643, filed September 16, 2002, the en-
tire content of which is incorporated by reference. Further
details of the browser 25 are set forth below. Figure 2
shows the software components of the document man-
ager servers 40 and 45, which include an authentication
device 260 configured to perform the authentication func-
tions discussed above. The document manager servers
40 and 45 also include an administration device 265
which allows the system administrator to administer the

system 5. It should be noted that only the primary server
40 is able to be accessed to have configuration data mod-
ified. The secondary server 45 includes an administration
device 265 allowing configuration data to be modified,
however the configuration data is not able t be modified
unless the secondary server 45 is designated as the pri-
mary server in the system. The administrator of the sys-
tem can access the profiler 280 via the administration
device 265 to set user profiles and/or the MFD profiles
for the MFDs 10-30 connected to the document manager
servers 40 and 45. A directory gateway 270 is also in-
cluded within the document manager servers 40 and 45
and is configured to communicate with the directory serv-
er 60. The document manager servers 40 and 45 also
include a document router 275 configured to route the
documents received from the MFDs to the appropriate
applications 70, 80 and 90.
[0037] As shown in Figure 2, the MFD 20 includes an
engine control service (ECS) 200 that controls, for ex-
ample, the scanning engine of the MFD 20. A memory
control service (MCS) 205 controls access to the memory
of the MFD 20. An operation panel control service (OCS)
215 generates outputs which are displayed on the touch-
panel type liquid crystal display (LCD) of the MFD 20. It
should be noted that the display and user interface of the
MFD 20 is not limited to an LCD display, but may also
be any other suitable device, or combination of devices,
such as but not limited to LCDs, light-emitting diode (LED)
displays, cathode ray tube (CRT) displays, plasma dis-
plays, keypads, and/or keyboards. The OCS 215 can
generate, for example, conventional menus for MFD op-
eration. A system control service (SCS) 225 controls
and/or monitors sensors within the MFD 20. For example,
the SCS 225 controls the touch screen sensors, paper
jam sensors and scanning operation sensors. Accord-
ingly, the SCS 225 can manage the status of the MFD
20 based on the information from the sensors. A network
control service (NCS) 220 controls communication be-
tween the browser 25 and the document manager serv-
ers 40 and 45. Optionally, a secure socket layer (SSL)
230, in the form of a communication formatting device or
routine, provides added security for communications be-
tween the NCS 220 and the browser 25. A command
input service (CIS) 240 processes input information, for
example, from the LCD touch panel and/or a keypad of
the MFD 20. A user of the MFD can enter information
and commands using the LCD touch panel and the key-
pad. The CIS 240 can process such information and com-
mands entered by a user (e.g., forwarded to the CIS 240
by the SCS 225). The CIS 240 can generate a command
(e.g., a display command) based on such processing and
transmit the command to other components of the MFD
(e.g., to the OCS 215 to display a graphic on the LCD).
The CIS 240 can also exchange information and com-
mands with the NCS 220 for processing with the browser
25 in connection with the document manager servers 40
and 45.
[0038] Conventional MFDs include ECSs, MCSs, OC-
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Ss, NCSs, SCSs, and CISs which are firmware for im-
plementing and controlling each hardware component of
the MFD. In the present invention, however, the NCS 220
is configured to communicate with the browser 25. For
instance, the NCS 220 has additional capabilities for
communicating using the HTTP protocol. The NCS 220
is also configured to communicate with the document
manager servers 40 and 45 so that the NCS 220 ex-
changes data between the browser 25 and the document
manager servers 40 and 45. For example, the NCS 220
can transmit to the document manager servers 40 and
45 identification information and receive a profile, can
transmit a request for an e-mail address and can receive
from the document manager servers 40 and 45 a selected
e-mail address, or the NCS 220 can transmit to the doc-
ument manager servers 40 and 45 login information and
can receive a user authentication confirmation from the
document manager servers 40 and 45 (and from the di-
rectory server 60) during an authentication process. The
NCS 220 is also capable of receiving plug-in information
from the document manager servers 40 and 45 for initi-
ating the authentication procedure described above or
altering the user interface of the MFD.
[0039] The browser 25 includes an HTTP command
processor 235 that communicates with the network con-
trol service (NCS) 220 of the MFD 20. For example, a
request for an e-mail address entered by the user via the
MFD keypad, or a request for displaying information on
the LCD can be passed from the NCS 220 to the browser
25 by the HTTP command processor 235. The HTTP
command processor 235 can exchange data in the HTML
format with the browser’s HTML parser 250, and can ex-
change data in the XML format with the XML parser 255.
The parsers 250 and 255 can check the data from the
HTTP command processor 235 for syntax and process
the data for HTTP command processor 235. The present
invention can include conventional parsers, which are
conventionally included as part of a compiler.
[0040] The HTTP command processor 235 can be pro-
vided with a program code, or software plug-in, for im-
plementing a specific application, such as user authen-
tication processing which can be implemented with the
directory service of the document manager servers 40
and 45. The HTTP command processor 235 can process
information based on definitions of the specific applica-
tion. For example, the HTTP command processor 235
can process information provided by the user, such as
User Name or Password, and generate an HTTP request
based on this processing for the document manager
servers 40 and 45. The HTTP command processor 235
can transmit this HTTP request to the NCS 220 to be
transmitted to the document manager servers 40 and 45.
The HTTP command processor 235 can also receive
plug-in information relating to specific backend system
functionalities. These plug-ins allow for users to add
processing instructions, metadata, and other indexing in-
formation to the processed image file transmitted from
the MFD to the document manager servers 40 and 45.

[0041] The HTTP command processor 235 can also
process information received from the document man-
ager servers 40 and 45 (via the NCS 220). For example,
the HTTP command processor 235 can receive an HTTP
response generated by the document manager servers
40 and 45 which includes a profile with parameters or
software plug-ins for operating the MFD. The HTTP com-
mand processor 235 can process this information and
generate commands to control the MFD in accordance
with the information, e.g., can request the MFD to display
a menu with the appropriate buttons, or to scan according
to the scanning job parameters for the specific user ID.
As another example, the HTTP command processor 235
can generate a graphic drawing command for the LCD
panel. The HTTP command processor 235 can transmit
the commands to the appropriate MFD firmware (e.g.,
the OCS 215) to be executed. For example, the OCS 215
can receive the graphic drawing command and execute
it by displaying a graphic on the LCD panel.
[0042] Figures 3A-3B, 5A-5B, 6A-6B, 7A-7C, 8, 9A-
9B, 10A-10B, 11, and 12 are flowcharts depicting steps
performed in providing back-up server-functionality and
managing documents using either the primary server 40
or secondary server 45 according to various embodi-
ments of the present invention.
[0043] The process shown in Figure 3A shows a serv-
ice initiation process performed between the primary
server 40 or secondary server 45 and the MFD. It should
be noted that this process is described in reference to a
plurality of document manager servers, however at any
given time only one document manager server is com-
municating with the MFD. By default the MFD stores IP
addresses, or other suitable identification information, re-
lating to the identity of the primary server 40 and the
secondary server 45. Each time the MFD is required to
access one of the document manager servers 40 or 45,
the MDF, by default, contacts the primary server 40 first.
Also, each time the MFD communicates with one of the
active server 40 or 45, the server returns IP addresses
for both the primary server and the secondary server so
that the MFD stores updated communication information
for the primary and secondary servers. The process of
providing back-up server functionality during the service
initiation process will be described in greater detail with
reference to Figures 6A and 6B. The process described
below in Figures 3A and 3B relates to an initiation pro-
cedure that takes place between the MFD and the pri-
mary server 40 or secondary server 45 in the case that
the primary server 40 is determined by the MFD to be
unavailable. For purposes of the descriptions below the
term "active server" will be used to generically refer to
the document manger server 40 or 45 which is currently
active on the system.
[0044] At step 300, the active server 40 or 45 receives
a request for a profile from an image processing device
or MFD. This request can include identification informa-
tion identifying the requesting MFD. The identification in-
formation can include the serial number of the MFD
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and/or group identification for the MFD, or other identifi-
cation information. A group identification can be for ex-
ample an indication that the MFD belongs to a specific
division with an organization, the group having a specific
function, for example legal, accounting, marketing, or
having a specific location, for example a floor, a building,
a town, a state, a country, or having a specific security
level, etc. Alternatively, the identification information can
allow the active server 40 or 45 to look up further identi-
fication information, such as the division, group, or any
other additional information, as specified above.
[0045] At step 305, the active server 40 or 45 inquires
whether the MFD is registered, for example by looking
up the identification information in a register that stores
registered MFDs. If the MFD is registered, the active serv-
er 40 or 45 finds a profile assigned to the MFD at step
310. If the MFD is not registered, the active server 40 or
45 can compare, at step 315, the number of registered
MFDs with a predetermined number. This predetermined
number can be for example the maximum number of de-
vices licensed to use a particular application connected
to the active server 40 or 45. It should be noted that at
any one time only one of the document servers 40 or 45
can contain activated licensing information regarding the
number of MFDs capable of operating with the active
server 40 or 45. As will be discussed later in more detail,
this licensing information may be activated in either serv-
er depending on the operational status of the document
manager servers 40 and 45. However, licensing informa-
tion should be activated in the secondary server 45 before
it is designated as a primary server. This predetermined
number (and information identifying its associated appli-
cation) is stored at the primary document manager serv-
er, and can be for example, 5, 25, 100, or any desired
number, depending on the license agreement between
the network application and the organization benefiting
from the MFDs. License information can also be included
in MFD profiles so that the MFD can change its user
interface and functions accordingly. If the number of reg-
istered image processing devices is less than the prede-
termined number, the active server 40 or 45 can register
the MFD at step 320 and find a profile assigned to the
MFD at step 310. If the number of registered image
processing devices is equal to the predetermined limit,
the active server 40 or 45 can transmit an error message
to the MFD at step 325 indicating that services are not
available to the MFD because the maximum number of
licensed MFDs is reached.
[0046] At step 330, the active server 40 or 45 deter-
mines the delivery options, e.g., fax server, e-mail server,
which are available and adds this information to the pro-
file. At step 335, the active server 40 or 45 determines
which middle processing systems are available and adds
this information to the profile. At step 340, the active serv-
er 40 or 45 ascertains the available backend systems
and adds this information to the profile. This step option-
ally includes the attachment of a plug-in allowing the MFD
to implement customized functions which allow it to op-

erate with specific backend systems. At step 345, the
active server 40 or 45 sends the profile and any plug-ins
to the registered MFD.
[0047] The active server 40 or 45 can repeat the above
steps for several MFDs. If the MFDs belong to the same
group within an organization, the active server 40 or 45
may optionally transmit the same profile to each of the
image processing devices. After the MFD has received
its profile from the active server 40 or 45, the MFD can
create an initial display user interface based on the var-
ious parameters provided in the profile and correspond-
ing plug-ins, as discussed in reference to Figure 4B.
[0048] The process shown in Figure 3B shows a meth-
od performed by an image processing device, e.g., an
MFD, and can start, for example, when the image
processing device is turned on or activated by a user. At
step 350, the MFD sends a request for a profile to the
active server 40 or 45. As noted above, this request can
include identification, such as the serial number of the
image processing device. At step 355, the MFD inquires
whether the profile has been received from the active
server 40 or 45. If no profile has been received but instead
an error message was received from the active server
40 or 45, the MFD displays an error message at step
360. If the profile is received, the MFD processes the
profile received at step 365. Then at step 367 the MFD
determines if backend application requiring software
plug-ins are enabled by the received profile. If software
plug-ins are required, at step 368 the MFD transmits a
message to the active server 40 or 45 which transmits
the required plug-in to the MFD. The plug-ins can be used
by the MFD to assist in creating or customizing a user
interface for interfacing with the available backend sys-
tems. It should be noted that the software plug-in may
also be received in coordination, or simultaneously, with
the profile information or at any other time. As part of this
processing, the MFD can generate displays as a function
of the profile parameters. For example, the MFD can gen-
erate specific menus or user interfaces based on the
backend and middle processing systems identified in the
profile. These user interfaces or menus may be gener-
ated from additional plug-in information corresponding
to the backend and middle processing systems received
at the MFD from the document manager server. This step
of customizing the user interface based on received pro-
file and plug-in information prevents the MFD from pre-
senting a user interface, or menu option, to a user cor-
responding to a backend or middle processing system
for which the user or MFD is not permitted access. At
step 365, the MFD can also display graphics on its LCD
based on default settings.
[0049] The parameters provided in the profile can cor-
respond to functions that are optional for the MFD. Other
functions are enabled by default within the MFD so that
the MFD displays graphics corresponding to available
functions automatically without inquiring whether the pro-
file indicates that these default functions are enabled.
Parameters corresponding to such default functions
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need not be part of the profile, if desired. In the example
shown in Figure 3B, the login, fax, and LDAP functions
are optional so that the MFD inquires about their enable-
ment by considering the parameters included in the pro-
file. Also in this example, the e-mail function is enabled
by default so that the MFD does not inquire about these
functions. The present invention is not limited to this ex-
ample and other combinations of optional/default func-
tions are within the scope of the present invention.
[0050] At step 370, the MFD inquires whether its profile
indicates that the login function is enabled. If the login
function is enabled, the MFD displays a login button on
its LCD panel at step 375. If the login function is not en-
abled, the MFD skips to step 380 where it inquires wheth-
er its profile indicates that the fax option is enabled. If the
fax function is enabled, the MFD displays or enables a
fax option on the LCD at step 385. If the fax option is not
enabled, the MFD skips to step 390 where it sets an MFD
auto logout timer based on a timer value provided in the
profile.
[0051] At step 395, the MFD inquires whether its profile
indicates that the LDAP option is enabled. If the LDAP
option is enabled, at step 397 the MFD sets a base Dis-
tinguished Name (DN) for an LDAP query provided as
part of the profile. The base DN provides a default field
of search within which the LDAP search is performed
unless a narrower field of search is requested. If the
LDAP option is not enabled, the MFD skips the step 397.
After performing these steps, the MFD has completed
the steps used to gather and set appropriate information
used to generate an initial user interface for the MFD.
The present invention is not limited to the order of the
steps shown in Figures. 3A-3B.
[0052] Using this initial user interface and other menus
displayed by the MFD, the user of the MFD can access
the various services available on the network through the
active server 40 or 45. In general, the active server 40
or 45 receives job information from the image processing
device; processes the job information at the active server
40 or 45; and transmits processed information to an ap-
plication connected to the active document manager
server 40 or 45.
[0053] Figure 4 is an example of code included in a
software plug-in sent to an MFD, from the document man-
ager server. Once the plug-in is received and processed
by the MFD, the MFD can perform operations enabling
a user to add specific processing instructions, index data
or metadata to the image file before it is processed by
the image processing device. The software plug-in is op-
tionally not transmitted to the MFD until the MFD receives
the backend parameter and determines the backend ap-
plications enabled by the MFD. The MFD then transmits
a message to the document manager server indicating
that a specific backend application is enabled. The doc-
ument manager server responds by transmitting the soft-
ware plug-in to the MFD allowing it to perform all neces-
sary modifications to the MFD user interface and corre-
sponding functionalities. The plug-in also allows the MFD

to make a determination regarding the type of user au-
thentication required for the user to gain access to a par-
ticular network application. Additionally, the software
plug-in enables the MFD device to determine if the user
is authenticated on another system, and whether that
authentication procedure allows for the user to have ac-
cess to a particular application. The user interface and
of the MFD may also be customized based on the infor-
mation and the plug-in to allow the user access to specific
functionalities for a specific backend system. These ca-
pabilities will be described in greater detail below.
[0054] It should be further noted that the plug-in infor-
mation may be transmitted from the authentication server
to the MFD upon authentication of a user. As will be de-
scribed in relation to Figures 5A-5B below, when the user
is authenticated using a smartcard and/or biometric in-
formation the authentication server determines whether
user-specific parameters are stored, which correspond
to the received user ID and digital signature. The software
plug-in can be one of the pieces or user-specific authen-
tication information transmitted from the server to the
MFD.
[0055] The MFD may optionally be connected to a user
authentication device configured to accept information
from an electronic card or memory, and/or a biometric
device configured to sense biometric information input
by a user to facilitate user authentication. These user
authentication devices may be located within or near the
image processing device, and are in communication with
the image processing device. The image processing de-
vice and user authentication devices may be connected
by any type of wired or wireless connection for facilitating
the transfer of information between the devices. It should
be noted that while the term "smartcard" is may be used
in the application, this term refers to any type of card or
memory device for storing user information and capable
of being read by an electronic device. Also, the card and
the device used to read the card may be a scan sensor
used to read directly from the card, or alternatively a prox-
imity sensor configured to read data from the device with-
out physically making contact with the card.
[0056] Figures 5A and 5B is a flowchart showing a
method of authenticating a user according to one em-
bodiment of the present invention. It should be noted that
this method of authentication is optional and that other
forms of authentication, implementing only single factor
user authentication (submitting simply a username and
password) may be used. At step 505 the user inserts a
smartcard to a smartcard reader. It should be noted that
the smartcard reader may be located within the MFD
10-30 or it may be located externally to the MFD 10-30.
In a case where the smartcard reader is located in a lo-
cation not within the MFD 10-30, the MFD may perform
the authentication process individually and communicate
the result of the authentication with the MFD 10-30 upon
either successful or unsuccessful authentication. Once
the user enters the smartcard into the smartcard reader
the user is prompted for a personal identification number
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(PIN) at step 510. The user may also be required to enter
biometric information related to a physical attribute of the
user. This may include reading the users fingerprint,
scanning a user’s retina, sensing a user’s voice, or per-
forming a facial recognition on the user. This entered
biometric information may then be compared to specified
biometric information stored in the smartcard. Similarly,
the PIN is then compared against a PIN stored by the
smartcard by the MFD or the smartcard reader at step
515. Once the authentication step is complete and suc-
cessful, the MFD accesses information stored in the
smartcard specific to the user of the card. This informa-
tion includes user identification, and may include a digital
signature associated with the user information. The in-
formation retrieved from the smartcard is not limited to
user ID or digital signature, but may also include other
forms of user-specific information specific to the user.
Moreover, a smartcard is not required and the invention
may be implemented using alternative devices, memo-
ries, processors, and associated reading devices. For
example, any desired device containing non-volatile
memory can be used.
[0057] At step 525 the MFD determines if a digital sig-
nature retrieved from the smartcard is valid. If this digital
signature is not valid, the MFD disables access for this
user at step 520. Alternatively, if the digital signature or
other identification information is valid, at step 530 the
document management server transmits the user ID and
digital signature to the document manager server which
then obtains user specific job processing instructions
which are sent to the MFD. At step 535 the users sets
the document on the MFD for processing. The user is
then prompted at step 540 to enter a destination for the
processed image, the destination may be an e-mail ad-
dress, a folder in a document management system, or a
network application connected to the document manage-
ment server. It should also be noted that the destination
and various other parameters may automatically be set
by the user-specific job processing instructions sent from
the document manager server at step 530.
[0058] At step 545, encryption is enabled for the proc-
essed image based on the user-specific information, or
digital signature retrieved from the smartcard at step 525,
if encryption is desired. This image may be encrypted
using the digital signature retrieved from the smartcard
or any other personal information or encryption informa-
tion stored in relation to the user of the image processing
device. At step 550 the user initiates scanning of the im-
age, and at step 555 the MFD sends the encrypted
scanned data to the active server 40 or 45. The document
manager server then processes the image and at step
560 sends the encrypted scanned data to the intended
destination. It should be noted that when the user en-
cryption is enabled, only the processed image may be
created, or in the context of encrypting an e-mail, the
entire e-mail may be encrypted.
[0059] Figures 6A and 6B are flowcharts showing a
method for providing back-up server functionality upon

the detection of a failure of the primary documents man-
ager 40, which is by default the first server contacted by
the MFD. Upon boot-up or service initiation at the MFD,
the MFD attempts to contact the primary server 40, as
specified by identification information (e.g., IP address)
stored in the in the MFD. As stated previously, the IP
address of the primary and secondary servers is stored
in the MFD manually when the MFD is configured for
operation on the network 100. The IP addresses of the
primary and secondary servers are also respectively
communicated to the MFD each time the MFD success-
fully initiates communication with one of the servers 40
or 45. The back-up server recovery system illustrated in
the flowcharts of Figures 6A and 6B may begin at any
point during the user authentication or profile retrieval
steps described previously with relation to Figures 3A-
3B and 5A-5B.
[0060] At step 600, the MFD attempts to contact the
primary server identified by an IP address, or other iden-
tification or address information stored in the MFD mem-
ory, to retrieve profile information. At step 605 the MFD
determines if the primary document manager server 40
is available based on a received response, or lack there-
of, from the primary document manager server 40. A va-
riety of reasons may exist for the unavailability of the
primary document manager server 40. For example, the
MFD is able to detect if the primary document manager
server 40 is unavailable because it is busy, has suffered
a hardware, software or communication failure, or is in-
flicted by any other condition which renders the primary
document manager server 40 unavailable for use. If, at
step 605, the primary document manager server 40 is
available, the MFD retrieves profile information from the
primary document manager server 40. However, if the
primary server is determined by the MFD to be unavail-
able, the MFD contacts the secondary document man-
ager server 45 to retrieve profile information, at step 630.
If, at step 605, the MFD determines that the primary doc-
ument manager server 40 is available, the MFD then re-
trieves the profile information from the primary server at
step 610. The MFD then contacts the primary server to
retrieve additional available services, such as login, fax,
LDAP etc., as described in reference to Figures 3A-3B,
at step 615. At step 620, the MFD determines if the pri-
mary server is available to transmit a response to the
request from the MFD requesting available services. If
the primary server is unavailable the MFD contacts the
secondary server to retrieve available services at step
645. If the primary server is available at step 620, the
MFD retrieves the available services from the primary
server at step 625 and resumes normal operations with
the primary document manager server 40.
[0061] As discussed above, at step 605 if the primary
document manager server 40 is determined by the MFD
to be unavailable the process proceeds to step 630 in
which the MFD contacts the secondary server to retrieve
profile information. At step 635, the document manager
server determines if the secondary document manager
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server 45 is available from which to retrieve the profile
information. If the secondary document manager server
45 is unavailable the process ends and an error message
is displayed at the MFD. However, if the secondary server
is available at step 635 the MFD retrieves the profile in-
formation from the secondary server at step 640. The
process then proceeds to step 645 and the MFD contacts
the secondary document manager server 45 to retrieve
available services, as described in reference to Figures
3A-3B and 5A-5B. At step 650, the MFD determines if
the secondary server is available to retrieve available
services. If the secondary document manager server 45
is determined to be unavailable by the MFD at step 650,
an error message is displayed on the MFD and the MFD
is denied access to the available services. However, if,
at step 650, the MFD determines that the secondary doc-
ument manager server 45 is available to retrieve availa-
ble services the MFD retrieves the available services
from the secondary document manager server 45 at step
655. In this manner, the MFD transmits and receiving
information both to and from the primary document man-
ager server 40 and the secondary document manager
server 45 upon a detected unavailability of the primary
document manager server 40.
[0062] Figures 7A-7C are flowcharts showing the proc-
ess that takes place after the user is currently logged
onto a network and profile information has been received
by the MFD by way of the process described above. Spe-
cifically, Figure 7A relates to a process for initiating the
e-mailing of a scanned image, Figure 7B relates to a proc-
ess for faxing a scanned image, and Figure 7C relates
to a method for processing image data to be sent to a
backend application. As described above, in all commu-
nications with the active server 40 or 45, the MFD at-
tempts to contact the primary server 40 first. However,
since either server 40 or 45 is able to perform the process
described below, the document manager server 40 or 45
participating in the process will be generically referred to
as the active server 40 or 45.
[0063] At step 701 the user initiates a network login
procedure, such as the login procedure described in ref-
erence to Figures 3A-3B, by submitting a user name and
password or by inserting a smartcard to the card reading
device to initiate the login procedure, as described in Fig-
ures or 5A-5B. The user then enters user-specific au-
thentication information at step 702, and if the login is
successful at step 703 the active server 40 or 45 transmits
profile, plug-in, and other necessary information in step
704 to the MFD. This information can be information from
a profile stored in the document manager server, or may
also be user-preference information received from the
directory server after authentication. This information can
be used to, among other things, customized a user inter-
face of the MFD. Once the customized interface is dis-
played the user can select from a plurality of available
options, backend systems, and device settings.
[0064] If the "E-mail" tab of the MFD user interface is
pressed at step 705, then the process of sending an e-

mail from the MFD is initiated. Once this option is select-
ed, the user is presented, at step 706 with a user interface
allowing the user to modify the list of intended recipients
and subject of the transmitted e-mail at step 707. Once
the user enters the appropriate information, the start key
is enabled on the MFD at step 708 and the user initiates
the scanning and subsequent e-mailing of the image. It
should be noted that separate login is typically not re-
quired for access to the e-mail system since the user is
already authenticated for the network. After completing
the image processing and subsequent e-mail, the user
is then prompted at step 709 with an option to perform
further processing operations. If the user desires addi-
tional processing, the process returns to step 704. If the
user makes a selection indicating that they wish to per-
form no further processing at step 709, and then the im-
age processing is terminated at step 710.
[0065] If the user selects the "Right Fax" tab from the
MFD user interface at step 711, the process proceeds to
step 712. At step 712, the profile, associated plug-in in-
formation, and other associated information received by
the MFD from the active server 40 or 45 is used by the
MFD to determine if another authentication process is
required for access to the facsimile application. If no au-
thentication is required, then the "Right Fax" user inter-
face 302 is displayed at step 714. At step 713, if user
authentication is required for access to the fax application
then the user may be prompted with the login user inter-
face, or the user will be prompted to enter authentication
information as discussed in Figures 3A-3B and 5A-5B.
Once the user enters and submits the required authen-
tication information, the facsimile server checks the user
authentication against a database of registered users.
[0066] If the user is authenticated by the facsimile serv-
er, then the "Right Fax" user interface is displayed at step
714. However, if user authentication is unsuccessful an
error message is displayed to the user and the user is
denied access to the system. Once the user is authenti-
cated, at step 715, the user is able to enter a billing code,
fax numbers, subject for the transmitted fax, and any ad-
ditional optional information. Should the authentication
take place in a manner similar to Figures 5A-5B, then the
above-mentioned user-entered information may be in-
cluded in the user-specific preferences retrieved in the
server and transmitted to the MFD. Once this information
is entered the user initiates the processing of the image
by pressing a "Start" key, at step 708 and subsequent
facsimile transmission of the image, as described below.
The user is then prompted at step 709 with an option to
perform further processing operations. If the user desires
additional processing, the process returns to step 704. If
the user selects no at step 709, then the image process-
ing is terminated.
[0067] If the "Documentum" tab or the tab representing
any other backend application, is pressed at step 717,
the software plug-in (or other information) received by
the MFD from the active server 40 or 45 are used to
determine at step 718, if a subsequent authentication
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process is required for the user to gain access to the
backend system. Then, at step 719, the user may be
prompted to use an authentication procedure similar to
that described Figures 5A-5B by entering a smartcard
and subsequently a PIN and/or biometric information. Al-
ternatively, the "Documentum" login user interface may
be displayed at step 719. In this authentication proce-
dure, the user enters a "Username", "Password", and
"Docbase" and the MFD transmits these parameters to
the backend system for authentication. The backend sys-
tem then compares the entered "Username" and "Pass-
word" against a database of these stored parameters
and determines if the user is authorized to access the
system. If, however, user authentication is unsuccessful
an error message is displayed, and the user is denied
access to the application. Upon successful authentica-
tion, user-specific parameters may be retrieved from the
authentication server and used at the MFD to automati-
cally adjust settings and operations.
[0068] Once the user is granted access to the Docu-
mentum backend application, the image can be proc-
essed by the MFD and management, storage, retrieval
and other file management operations can be performed
on processed image using a displayed backend applica-
tion interface at step 720. The user is also able to submit
indexing information, metadata, and other customized
processing information relating to the processing of the
scanned image to the backend application interface at
step 721. These parameters may also be included in the
user-specific parameters downloaded from the authen-
tication server, as discussed above.
[0069] Once the user enters the appropriate informa-
tion, the start key is enabled at step 708 and the user
can initiate the backend processing, as described below.
The user is then prompted at step 709 with an option to
perform further processing operations. If additional
processing is requested the process returns to step 704.
If termination of the processing is requested at step 709,
then the image processing is terminated at step 710. The
process described in relation to the Documentum appli-
cation can be similarly performed, and the user interfaces
similarly customized, for any other suitable backend ap-
plication.
[0070] Additionally, the user of the MFD can request
for the document manager server to route a document
to an application connected to the document manager
server, such as a fax server, an e-mail server, a file format
conversion system, an OCR system, a document man-
agement system and a file storage system. In this case,
the job information includes the document and the re-
quest for routing the document to an application.
[0071] Figure 8 depicts the process for utilizing a back-
up server when the primary document manager server
40 becomes unavailable after the initialization of an ac-
tive user session. As discussed above, the MFD deter-
mines that the primary document manager server 40 is
unavailable based on the reception of a message from
the primary document manager server 40 or the lack of

a response. As discussed above, IP addresses for both
document manager servers 40 and 45 are stored in the
MFD, and one of the servers is specified as the primary
document manager server 40 while the other is specified
as the secondary document manager server 45. In this
instance the user session is currently activated with the
primary server 40. An active user session may be defined
as period of time in which the user has logged in to the
system but has not yet begun uploading data to the pri-
mary document manager server 40, but is still commu-
nicating, or attempting to communicate with the primary
server 40. The handover described in Figure 8 may be
performed whenever the user is authenticated, or the
MFD is registered, but has not yet to start uploading proc-
essed data to the document manager server. Examples
of the communication between the MFD during the active
user session are described in Figures 3A-3B or 7A-7C,
with the exception of the uploading and login procedures.
Examples of processes taking place during a user ses-
sion may include retrieving an e-mail address from the
directory server, selecting the destination of processed
image data, etc.
[0072] At step 800, the user of the MFD is operating
with user session active and the active server is the pri-
mary server 40. At step 805 the MFD attempts to contact
the primary server 40 to perform a processing step sub-
sequent to user authentication. At step 810, the MFD
determines, based on the response, or lack thereof from
the primary document server 40, if the primary server 40
is available. If the primary document manager server 40
is determined to be available at step 810, the MFD con-
tacts the primary server to fulfill the processing request
at step 820. However, if at step 810 the MFD determines
that the primary document manager server 40 is not avail-
able, the MFD attempts to contact the secondary docu-
ment manager server 45 at step 815. If the secondary
document manager server 45 is determined by the MFD
to be unavailable, the process ends and an error mes-
sage is returned to the user of the MFD. However, if the
secondary document manager server 45 is determined
to be available at step 815, the process proceeds to step
825. At step 825, because the server on which the MFD
has been registered and subsequent user authentication
has been performed is no longer available, the registra-
tion and login steps are repeated with the secondary serv-
er 45. At step 830, after the MFD has been authenticated
at the secondary document manager server 45, the MFD
transmits the processing request to the secondary doc-
ument manager server 45. Therefore, the MFD is provid-
ed with the same capabilities as those provided by the
primary server 40.
[0073] Figures 9A-9B depict a flowchart showing an
exemplary method of uploading a document to a backend
system via active document manager server 40 or 45.
As stated above, the MFD attempts to contact the primary
server 40 first, for all service requests. However, because
the processes described in Figures 9A-9B and 10A-10B
may be performed via the primary server 40 or the sec-
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ondary server 45 (in the case that the primary server has
been detected by the MFD as unavailable) the document
manager server 40 or 45 utilized in the processed de-
scribed below is referred to as simply the active document
manager server 40 or 45.
[0074] As mentioned above, a backend system may
be for example a document management system or a
file to scan system. At step 900, the MFD user can login
to a network as discussed above in Figures 3A-3B or 5A-
5B, and retrieve user-specific parameters for processing
an image with the backend system. At step 905, the MFD
user can select a backend system, such as a document
management system or any other available backend sys-
tem. The MFD then examines the information received
from the active server 40 or 45 (e.g. profile, plug-in, etc.)
and determines at step 907 if the user is required to login
to the backend system. If no user login is required then
the process continues to step 910. If login is required,
the user logs into the backend system at step 909 by
either entering a username and password or as de-
scribed above in Figure 5A-5B. At step 910, the MFD
user can select a document type using the MFD input
device. For example, a menu of document types can be
displayed so that the user can select one of the types
using a touch sensitive user interface, or another user
interface of the MFD. The document type can be used
as index information when storing the document at the
backend system. At step 915, the MFD user can select
a destination folder where the document will be stored
at the backend system. Again, this can be performed by
selecting a folder from a list displayed on a user interface,
or the destination folder can be entered using a keyboard.
At step 920, the MFD user can enter the name of the
document and/or other indexing information. At step 925,
the user can enter an account number, which can be
used by the active server 40 or 45 and/or by the backend
system for management purposes, such as billing, ac-
counting, activity monitoring. At step 930, the user can
select an amount on an invoice when the document type
is an invoice. At step 932 the user may decide to encrypt
the processed image, or to insert the processed image
into an encrypted communication, as discussed above.
Other fields can be displayed on the MFD display in order
to prompt the user to enter information (e.g., a numerical
value) for different types of documents. It should be noted
that any of the above-mentioned settings or preferences
may be included in the user-specific preferences that are
retrieved from the authentication server upon authenti-
cation of the user. Based on these settings the MFD scan
settings, preferences, and general functionality may be
automatically set or otherwise affected and based on the
contents of the file.
[0075] At step 935, the document is set on the MFD
scanning surface and at step 940, the document is
scanned. At step 941 the MFD determines if the user has
selected for the processed image to be encrypted. If en-
cryption has been requested, the image is encrypted at
step 943. Otherwise, the processed image is transmitted

directly to the active server 40 or 45 at step 945, for ex-
ample as an XML file. The job information can include
the selected backend system, the scanned document, a
request to route the document to the backend system,
the document type, the destination folder, the document
name, the account number, the amount, and whether the
file is encrypted. At step 950, the active server 40 or 45
processes the job information received from the MFD. In
one embodiment, the active server 40 or 45 sends the
document to a middle processing system based on the
selected backend system. In other words, the active serv-
er 40 or 45 can recognize that the selected backend sys-
tem requires a specific file format. The active server 40
or 45 automatically ensures that the document received
from the MFD is in the proper format before sending it to
the backend system. At step 955, the active server 40
and 45 transmits at least part of the processed job infor-
mation (e.g., the document) to the backend system.
[0076] Figures 10A-10B show an example of a method
for sending a fax using an MFD though the active server
40 or 45. At step 1000, the MFD user can login to a net-
work as discussed above in Figures 5A-5B or by submit-
ting a username and password, as described above, and
retrieve user-specific parameters for processing an im-
age with the backend system. At step 1005, the MFD
user can select a facsimile option at the user interface
for the MFD. The MFD then examines the information
received from the active server 40 or 45 (e.g. plug-in,
profile, etc.) and determines at step 1007 if the user is
required to login to the facsimile server. If no user login
is required then the process continues to step 1010. If
login is required, the user logs into the facsimile server
at step 1009. If login is successful, at step 1010, the MFD
user can enter a fax number using an MFD input device,
such as a touch screen or a keypad. Alternatively, the
fax number can be displayed and selected after access-
ing the global directory 60. At step 1015, the MFD user
can enter fax notes that will be transmitted along with the
faxed document. The user can enter the fax notes using
the MFD input device. At steps 1020-1025, the user can
enter billing codes if required in order to fax a document
from the MFD. Whether or not the entry of a billing code
is required can be determined by a profile parameter.
The billing code corresponds to the entity who is billed
for the fax service. It should be noted that any of the
above-mentioned settings or preferences may be includ-
ed in the user-specific preferences that are retrieved from
the authentication server upon authentication of the user.
Based on these settings the MFD scan settings, prefer-
ences, and general functionality may be automatically
set or affected and based on the contents of the file.
[0077] At step 1030, the document can be set on the
MFD scanning surface. At step 1035, the scanning set-
tings can be changed if desired, for example by accessing
a scan setting menu displayed on the user interface. At
step 1037 the user may decide to encrypt the processed
image, or to insert the processed image into an encrypted
communication, as discussed above. The document is
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then scanned at step 1040. A determination is then made
regarding whether the user has requested that the fax
be encrypted at step 1041. If the processed image is to
be encrypted, then the MFD used the retrieved encryp-
tion data to encrypt the data at step 1042. The encrypted
or non-encrypted job information is sent to the active
server 40 or 45, for example as an XML file, at step 1045.
The job information in this case can include the scanned
document, the request to route the document to the fax
server, the billing codes, the scanning parameters, and
the specified fax number. All which may be input manu-
ally, or entered automatically based on the user-specific
preference information obtained from the authentication
server. At step 1050, the active server 40 or 45 process
the job information received from the MFD. At step 1055,
the active server 40 or 45 transmits at least part of the
processed job information to the fax server in order to
complete the fax transmission.
[0078] Figure 11 is a flowchart showing a method for
providing back-up server functionality during the image
data upload procedures described in Figures 9A-9B and
10A-10C. The MFD stores IP addresses corresponding
to each of the primary server 40 and the secondary server
45 and attempts to communicate with the primary docu-
ment manager server 40 first, and upon detecting that
the primary document manager server 40 is unavailable,
attempts to contact the secondary document manager
server 45. The MFD determines that the primary docu-
ment manager server 40 is unavailable based on a mes-
sage, or absence thereof, of a message received from
the primary document manager server 40. Cases in
which the primary document manager server 40 may not
be available include the failure of software, hardware or
communications, the server being busy and as well as
any other condition which may render the primary docu-
ment manager server 40 unavailable for use, as de-
scribed above. It should be noted that, unlike the back-
up procedure described in Figure 8, if the primary docu-
ment manager server 40 becomes unavailable during
the upload process, the current upload attempt is
switched to the secondary document manager server 45
immediately and no subsequent user login or device reg-
istration is necessary.
[0079] At step 1100 in Figure 11, the MFD contacts
the primary server in an attempt to upload data processed
at the MFD to the primary server 40. The MFD could be
attempting to upload processed image data to be sent
via facsimile, or to send to a backend system, as de-
scribed in relation to Figures 9A-9B and 10A-10B. At step
1105, the MFD determines that the primary document
manager server 40 is available for uploading data. If the
server is available for upload the MFD begins to upload
the processed image data to the primary document man-
ager server 40. At step 1115 the primary document man-
ager server 40 indicates to the MFD whether the upload
of data is successful. Of the upload of data is unsuccess-
ful in step 1115, an error message is displayed to the
user of the MFD.

[0080] However, if at step 1105 the MFD determines
that the primary document manager server 40 is unavail-
able the MFD contacts the secondary document manag-
er server 45 at step 1120 in an attempt to upload the
data. At step 1125 the MFD determines if the secondary
document manager server 45 is available. If the second-
ary document manager server 45 is determined to be
available, the MFD uploads the processed image data
to the secondary document manager server at step 1130.
If at step 1125 the MFD determines the secondary doc-
ument manager server is not available or at step 1135 if
the uploading of data to the secondary document man-
ager server 45 was unsuccessful an error message is
displayed to the user of the MFD.
[0081] Figure 12 is a flowchart showing the steps per-
formed in synchronizing the primary document manager
server 40 and the secondary document manager server
45. It should be noted that the primary document man-
ager server 40 and the secondary document manager
server 45 have substantially similar set-ups and config-
urations including software plug-ins, profile information,
hardware configuration, functionality, etc. Configuration
updates are only permitted to the primary document man-
ager server 40, and the secondary document manager
server 45 is not permitted to accept configuration data
updates unless it is specified or switched to the role of
primary document manager server. Only the primary doc-
ument manager server 40 contains server license infor-
mation and in order for the secondary document manager
server 45 to be assigned the role of primary server, li-
cense information should be activated at the secondary
server.
[0082] As discussed above, the primary document
manager server’s IP address is entered manually and
stored in the MFD configuration during MFD client instal-
lation and every time the MFD contacts the primary doc-
ument manager server 40, current primary and second-
ary document manager server IP addresses are returned
and stored in the MFD to maintain current configuration
information. Also, as stated previously when the MFD is
turned on, or service is initiated, it sends the processing
request to the primary document manager server 40 first.
Therefore, providing updated configuration data to the
secondary document manager server 45 from the prima-
ry document manager server 40 is important so that the
transition of the secondary document manager server 45
to the designation of primary document manager server
results in no loss of functionality to the MFD.
[0083] Figure 12 depicts a flowchart of the process of
synchronizing configuration data between the primary
document manager server 40 and the secondary docu-
ment manager server 45. At step 1200 the configuration
data in the primary server is updated. This update can
take place from a user interface connected to the primary
document manager server 40, or may be transmitted over
a network to the primary document manager server 40.
Configuration data updated in the primary document
manager server 40 may include but is not limited to pro-
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files, profile information, user preferences, security up-
dates, network configuration changes, software plug-ins,
listings of MFDs connected to the primary document
manager server 40 or any additional configuration data
stored in the document manager server, as discussed
above. At step 1205 the secondary document manager
server 45 transmits the request for updated configuration
data to the primary document manager server 40. At step
1210 the primary document manager server 40 deter-
mines if the configuration data has been modified or up-
dated since the last configuration update request from
the secondary document manager server 45. If the con-
figuration data in the primary document manager server
40 has been updated, the updated configuration data is
transmitted to the secondary document manager server
45 at step 1215 and stored in the secondary document
manager server 45 at step 1220. However, if after receiv-
ing the request for updated configuration data from the
secondary document manager server 45, the primary
document manager server 40 determines that configu-
ration data has not been updated since the last request,
the primary server 40 transmits a message to this effect
to the secondary server at step 1212. The process pro-
ceeds to step 1225 in which the secondary document
manager server 45 determines if a specified period of
time has elapsed since its last request for updated con-
figuration data. If, at step 1225, a specified period of time
has elapsed since the secondary document manager
server 45 last requested updated configuration data, the
process returns to step 1205 and the secondary docu-
ment manager server 45 sends a request for updated
configuration data to the primary document manager
server 40. This process allows for the configuration data
of the primary and second document manager servers
40 and 45 to be synchronized in the case that an MFD
connected to the primary document manager server 40
detects a failure in the primary document manager server
and as a result transmits a request and utilize the sec-
ondary document manager server 45. It also allows the
secondary document manager server 45 to become or
to be designated as the primary document manager serv-
er should the primary document manager server 40 fail
or become unresponsive.
[0084] It should be noted that the description provided
above describes that the primary server determines if the
configuration data has been updated since the last re-
quest. However, this step may easily be eliminated and
the primary server may just transmit its configuration data
in response to any request from the secondary server.
[0085] Figures 13 and 14 illustrate an example of the
MFD 20, which includes a central processing unit (CPU)
1305, and various elements connected to the CPU 1305
by an internal bus 1310. The CPU 1305 services multiple
tasks while monitoring the state of the MFD 20. The el-
ements connected to the CPU 1305 include a read only
memory (ROM) 1345, a random access memory (RAM)
1315, a hard disk drive (HDD) 1320, a floppy disk drive
(FDD) 1350 capable of receiving a floppy disk 1355, a

communication interface (I/F) 1330, and a modem unit
1360. In addition, a control panel 1375, a scanner unit
1370, a printer unit 1335, and an image processing de-
vice 1340 can be connected to the CPU 1305 by the bus
1310. Both the I/F 1330 and the modem unit 1360 are
connected to a communication network 100.
[0086] In a preferred embodiment, the program code
instructions for the MFD 20 are stored on the HDD 1320
via an IC card. Alternatively, the program code instruc-
tions can be stored on the floppy 1355 so that the program
code instructions may be read by the FDD 1350, trans-
ferred to the RAM 1315 and executed by the CPU 1305
to carry out the instructions. These instructions can be
the instructions to perform the MFD’s functions described
above. These instructions permit the MFD 20 to interact
with the document manager servers 40 and 45 via brows-
er 25 and to control the control panel 1335 and the image
processing units of the MFD 20.
[0087] During a start-up of the MFD 20, the program
code instructions may be read by the CPU 1305, trans-
ferred to the RAM and executed by the CPU 1305. Alter-
natively, the program code instructions may be loaded
to the ROM 1345. It is therefore understood that in the
present invention any of the floppy disk 1355, the HHD
1330, the RAM 1315, and the ROM 1345 correspond to
a computer readable storage medium capable of storing
program code instructions. Other devices and medium
that can store the instructions according to the present
invention include for example magnetic disks, optical
disks including DVDs, magneto-optical disks such as
MOS, and semiconductor memory cards such as PC
cards, compact flash cards, smart media, memory sticks,
etc.
[0088] In a preferred embodiment, the control panel
1375 includes a user interface that displays information
allowing the user of the MFD 20 to interact with the doc-
ument manager servers 40 and 45. The display screen
can be a LCD, a plasma display device, or a cathode ray
tube CRT display. The display screen does not have to
be integral with, or embedded in, the control panel 1375,
but may simply be coupled to the control panel 1375 by
either a wire or a wireless connection. The control panel
1375 may include keys for inputting information or re-
questing various operations. Alternatively, the control
panel 1375 and the display screen may be operated by
a keyboard, a mouse, a remote control, touching the dis-
play screen, voice recognition, or eye-movement track-
ing, or a combination thereof.
[0089] Figure 15 is a block diagram of servers 40, 45,
50, 60 according to one embodiment of the present in-
vention and Figure 16 is a schematic representation of
the servers. The servers 40, 45, 50, 60 include a central
processing unit 101 (CPU) that communicates with a
number of other devices by way of a system bus 150.
The servers 40, 45, 50, 60 also include a random access
memory (RAM) 190 that hosts temporary storage values
used in implementing the authenticating, routing and
managing functions of documents.
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[0090] A conventional personal computer or computer
workstation with sufficient memory and processing ca-
pability may also be configured to operate as the docu-
ment manager servers 40 and 45. The central processing
unit 101 is configured for high volume data transmission
and performing a significant number of mathematical cal-
culations in processing communications and database
searches. A Pentium 4 microprocessor such as the 3.4
GHz Pentium 4 manufactured by Intel Inc. or Advanced
Micro Devices (AMD) Athlon 64 3.5 GHz processor may
be used for the CPU 101. Other suitable processors and
multiple processors or workstations may be used as well.
[0091] The ROM 180 is preferably included in a sem-
iconductor form although other read-only memory forms
including optical media may be used to host application
software and temporary results. The ROM 180 connects
to the system bus 150 for use by the CPU 101. The ROM
180 includes computer readable instructions that, when
executed by the CPU 101, can perform the different au-
thenticating, routing and managing functions discussed
above associated with scanned documents from MFDs.
An input controller 160 connects to the system bus 150
and provides an interface with peripheral equipment, in-
cluding a keyboard 161 and a pointing device such as a
mouse 162. The input controller 160 may include different
ports such as a mouse port in the form of a PS2 port or,
for example, a universal serial bus (USB) port. The key-
board port for the input controller 160 is in the form of a
mini-DIN port although other connectors may be used as
well. The input controller 160 provides sound card con-
nections so that external jacks on the sound card allow
users to attach microphone speakers or an external
sound source. The input controller 160 also may include
serial ports or parallel ports as well.
[0092] A disk controller 140 is in the form of an IDE
controller and connects via ribbon cables to a floppy disk
drive 141 as well as a hard disk drive 142, a CD-ROM
drive 118 and a compact disk 119. In addition, a PCI
expansion slot is provided on the disk controller 140 or
mother board that hosts the CPU 101. An enhanced
graphic port expansion slot is provided and provides 3-
D graphics with fast access to the main memory. The
hard disk 121 may also include a CD-ROM that may be
readable as well as writeable. A communication control-
ler 130 provides a connection, for example by way of an
Ethernet connection to a network 131, which can be the
network 101. In one embodiment, the network 131 and
the connection to the communication controller 130 are
made by way of a plurality of connections including a
cable-modem connection, DSL connection, dial-up mo-
dem connection, and the like that connect to the commu-
nication controller 130.
[0093] An input/output controller 120 also provides
connections to external components such as an external
hard disk 121, printer 122, which can be MFD 10-3, for
example, by way of an RS 232 port, a SCSI bus, an Eth-
ernet or other network connection which supports any
desired network protocol such as, but not limited to

TCP/IP, IPX, IPX/SPX, or NetBEUI.
[0094] A display controller 110 interconnects the sys-
tem bus 150 to a display device, such as a cathode ray
tube (CRT) 111. While a CRT is shown, a variety of other
display devices may be used such as an LCD, or plasma
display device.
[0095] The mechanisms and processes set forth in the
present description may be implemented using a con-
ventional general purpose microprocessor(s) pro-
grammed according to the teachings of the present spec-
ification, as will be appreciated to those skilled in the rel-
evant arts. Appropriate software coding can readily be
prepared by skilled programmers based on the teachings
of the present disclosure, as will also be apparent to those
skilled in the software art. In particular, the computer pro-
gram product for authenticating, routing, and managing
documents according to the present invention can be
written in a number of computer languages including but
not limited to C, C++, Fortran, and Basic, as would be
recognized by those of ordinary skill in the art. The in-
vention may also be implemented by the preparation of
applications specific integrated circuits or by intercon-
necting an appropriate network of conventional compo-
nent circuits, as will be readily apparent to those skilled
in the art. Thus, the invention is not limited to the imple-
mentations shown in the specification, and ordinary pro-
gramming and methods of generating interfaces which
are alternative to web interfaces, http, etc. may be used.
[0096] The present invention thus also includes a com-
puter-based product that may be hosted on a storage
medium and include instructions that can be used to pro-
gram a computer to perform a process in accordance
with the present invention. This storage medium can in-
clude, but is not limited to, any type of disk including floppy
disks, optical disks, CD-ROM, magneto-optical disks,
ROMs, RAMs, EPROMs, EEPROMs, Flash Memory,
Magnetic or Optical Cards, or any type of media suitable
for storing electronic instructions.
[0097] Advantageously, the present invention can be
incorporated with the system and method for managing
documents disclosed in applications S.N. 09/795,438,
filed March 1, 2001; U.S. Application Serial No.
10/243,645, filed September 16, 2002; and U.S. Appli-
cation Serial No. 10/294,607, filed November 15, 2002.
[0098] Obviously, numerous modifications and varia-
tions of the present invention are possible in light of the
above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that
within the scope of the appended claims, the invention
may be practiced otherwise than as specifically de-
scribed herein.
[0099] The present application is based on U.S. Prior-
ity Application Serial No. 11/092,829 filed March 30,
2005.

Claims

1. A method of compensating for server unavailability
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in an image processing system, comprising:

determining, at an image processing device (10,
20, 30) that a first server (40) is unavailable;
transmitting identification information from the
image processing device (10, 20, 30) to a sec-
ond server (45);
retrieving, at the second server (45) information
corresponding to the identification information;
transmitting the information corresponding to
the identification information from the second
server (45) to the image processing device (10,
20, 30)
storing licence information at the first server
(40);
activating licence information at the second
server (45) upon determining that the first server
(40) is unavailable;
updating configuration data of the first server
(40) wherein the configuration data includes at
least one of security information, software plug-
ins, and a list of network applications connected
to the first server (40)
retrieving, by the second server (45), the updat-
ed configuration data from the first server (40);
and
storing, by the second server (45), the updated
configuration data retrieved from the first server
(40) as configuration data.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of deter-
mining that the first server is unavailable comprises:

determining that the first server has not respond-
ed within a predetermined period of time.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of deter-
mining that the first server is unavailable comprises:

determining that the first server is unavailable
based on an error message received at the im-
age processing device from the first server.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of transmit-
ting the identification information comprises:

transmitting identification information corre-
sponding to the identity of the image processing
device.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of transmit-
ting the identification information comprises:

transmitting a serial number of the image
processing device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of transmit-
ting the identification information comprises:

transmitting identification information corre-
sponding to an identity of a user of the image
processing device.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of transmit-
ting the identification information comprises:

transmitting a username and password.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the step of determining that the first server is
unavailable is performed after transmitting iden-
tification information from the image processing
device to the first server.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the step of determining that the first server is
unavailable is performed before transmitting
identification information from the image
processing device to the first server.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of retrieving
the information comprises:

retrieving profile information corresponding to
the image processing device.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of retriev-
ing the information comprises:

retrieving the profile information which includes
an identification of each of a plurality of network
applications connected to the first and second
servers.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step
of:

storing identical profile information in both the
first and second servers.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of retrieving
the information comprises:

retrieving at least one executable file corre-
sponding to each of a plurality of network appli-
cations identified in the information received
from the second server.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

storing information at the first and second server
corresponding to each network application con-
nected to the first and second servers.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:
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storing an internet protocol address of the first
server at the image processing device.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

transmitting internet protocol address informa-
tion of the first and second server to the image
processing device each time the image process-
ing device transmits information to the first serv-
er; and
storing the IP address information for the first
and second servers at the image processing de-
vice.

17. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

performing a user authentication operation at
the second server when the image processing
device determines that the first server is una-
vailable.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of deter-
mining that the first server is unavailable comprises:

determining that the first server is unavailable
while transmitting job information from the im-
age processing device to the first server.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising the step
of:

transmitting the job information from the image
processing device to a second server upon a
detection that the first server is unavailable;
processing the job information at the second
server; and
transmitting processed job information from the
second server to at least one of a plurality of
network applications connected to the server.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein:

the step of transmitting processed job informa-
tion comprises transmitting the job information
to a document management system.

21. A system of compensating for server unavailability
in an image processing system, comprising:

means for determining, at an image processing
device (10, 20, 30); that a first server (40) is un-
available;
means for transmitting identification information
from the image processing device (10, 20, 30)
to a second server (45);
means for retrieving, at the second server (45)
information corresponding to the identification
information;

means for transmitting the information corre-
sponding to the identification information from
the second server (45) to the image processing
device (10, 20, 30),
means for storing licence information in the first
server (40);
means for activating licence information in the
second server (45) upon determining that the
first server (40) is unavailable;
means for updating configuration data of the first
server (40) wherein the configuration data in-
cludes at least one of security information, soft-
ware plug-ins, and a list of network applications
connected to the first server (40),
means for retrieving, by the second server (45),
the updated configuration data from the first
server (40); and
means for storing, by the second server (45) the
updated configuration data retrieved from the
first server (40) as configuration data.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for determining that the first server
is unavailable determines that the first server
has not responded within a predetermined pe-
riod of time.

23. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for determining that the first server
is unavailable determines the first server is un-
available based on an error message received
at the image processing device from the first
server.

24. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for transmitting the identification in-
formation transmits identification information
corresponding to the identity of the image
processing device.

25. The system of claim 24, wherein:

the means for transmitting the identification in-
formation transmits a serial number of the image
processing device.

26. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for transmitting the identification in-
formation transmits identification information
corresponding to an identity of a user of the im-
age processing device.

27. The system of claim 26, wherein:
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the means for transmitting the identification in-
formation transmits a user name and password.

28. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for determining that the first server
is unavailable determines that the first server is
unavailable after identification information is
transmitted from the image processing device
to the first server.

29. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for determining the first server is un-
available determines that the first server is un-
available before transmitting identification infor-
mation from the image processing device to the
first server.

30. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for retrieving the information re-
trieves profile information retrieves profile infor-
mation corresponding to the image processing
device.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein:

the means for retrieving the information re-
trieves the profile information which includes an
identification of each of a plurality of network ap-
plications connected to the first and second
servers.

32. The system of claim 30, further comprising:

means for storing identical profile information in
each of the first and second servers.

33. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for retrieving the information re-
trieves at least one executable file correspond-
ing to each of a plurality of network applications
identified I the information received from the sec-
ond server.

34. The system of claim 21, further comprising:

means for storing information at each of the first
and second server corresponding to each net-
work application connected to the first and sec-
ond servers.

35. The system of claim 21, further comprising:

means for storing an internet protocol address
of the first server at the image processing de-

vice.

36. The system of claim 21, further comprising:

means for transmitting internet protocol address
information of the first and second server to the
image processing device each time the image
processing device transmits information to the
first server; and
means for storing the internet protocol address
information for the first and second servers at
the image processing device.

37. The system of claim 21, further comprising:

means for performing a user authentication op-
eration at the second server when an image
processing device determines that the first serv-
er is unavailable.

38. The system of claim 21, wherein:

the means for determining that the first server
is unavailable determines that the first server is
unavailable while transmitting job information to
the first server.

39. The system of claim 38, further comprising:

means for transmitting the job information to a
second server upon a detection that the first
server is unavailable;
means for processing job information at the sec-
ond server; and
means for transmitting processed job informa-
tion from the second server to at least one of a
plurality of network applications connected to
the server.

40. The system of claim 39, wherein:

the means for transmitting processed job infor-
mation includes transmitting the job information
to a document management system.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Kompensieren von Servernichtver-
fügbarkeit in einem Bildverarbeitungssystem, um-
fassend:

Bestimmen, an einer Bildverarbeitungseinrich-
tung (10, 20, 30), dass ein erster Server (40)
nicht verfügbar ist;
Übertragen von Identifikationsinformationen
von der Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung (10, 20,
30) an einen zweiten Server (45);
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Erfassen der Informationen, die den Identifika-
tionsinformationen entsprechen, auf dem zwei-
ten Server (45);
Übertragen der Informationen, die den Identifi-
kationsinformationen entsprechen, von dem
zweiten Server (45) an die Bildverarbeitungs-
einrichtung (10, 20, 30);
Speichern von Lizenzinformationen auf dem er-
sten Server (40);
Aktivieren der Lizenzinformationen auf dem
zweiten Server (45), sobald bestimmt wird, dass
der erste Server (40) nicht verfügbar ist;
Aktualisieren von Konfigurationsdaten des er-
sten Servers (40), wobei die Konfigurationsda-
ten wenigstens eines aus Sicherheitsinformatio-
nen, Software-Plugins und einer Liste von Netz-
werkanwendungen, die mit dem ersten Server
(40) verbunden sind, beinhalten,
Erfassen der aktualisierten Konfigurationsdaten
von dem ersten Server (40) durch den zweiten
Server (45); und
Speichern der aktualisierten Konfigurationsda-
ten durch den zweiten Server (45), die von dem
ersten Server als Konfigurationsdaten erhalten
wurden.

2. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Bestimmens, dass der erste Server nicht ver-
fügbar ist, umfasst:

Bestimmen, dass der erste Server nicht inner-
halb einer vorbestimmten Zeitdauer geantwor-
tet hat.

3. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Bestimmens, dass der erste Server nicht ver-
fügbar ist, umfasst:

Bestimmen, basierend auf einer Fehlermittei-
lung, die an der Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung
von dem ersten Server empfangen wird, dass
der erste Server nicht verfügbar ist.

4. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Übertragens der Identifikationsinformationen
umfasst:

Übertragen von Identifikationsinformationen,
die der Identität der Bildverarbeitungseinrich-
tung entsprechen.

5. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 4, bei dem der Schritt
des Übertragens der Identifikationsinformationen
umfasst:

Übertragen einer Seriennummer der Bildverar-
beitungseinrichtung.

6. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Übertragens der Identifikationsinformationen
umfasst:

Übertragen von Identifikationsinformationen,
die einer Identität eines Benutzers der Bildver-
arbeitungseinrichtung entsprechen.

7. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Übertragens der Identifikationsinformationen
umfasst:

Übertragens eines Benutzernamens und Pass-
worts.

8. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem:

der Schritt des Bestimmens, dass der erste Ser-
ver nicht verfügbar ist, nach dem Übertragen der
Identifikationsinformationen von der Bildverar-
beitungseinrichtung zu dem ersten Server
durchgeführt wird.

9. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem:

der Schritt des Bestimmens, dass der erste Ser-
ver nicht verfügbar ist, vor dem Übertragen der
Identifikationsinformationen von der Bildverar-
beitungseinrichtung zu dem ersten Server
durchgeführt wird.

10. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Erfassens der Informationen umfasst:

Erfassen von Profilinformationen, die der Bild-
verarbeitungseinrichtung entsprechen.

11. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 10, bei dem der Schritt
des Erfassens der Informationen umfasst:

Erfassen von Profilinformationen, die eine Iden-
tifikation jeder einer Vielzahl von Netzwerkan-
wendungen, die mit dem ersten und zweiten
Server verbunden sind, beinhalten.

12. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 10, das ferner folgen-
den Schritt umfasst:

Speichern von identischen Profilinformationen
auf sowohl dem ersten als auch dem zweiten
Server.

13. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Erfassens der Informationen umfasst:

Erfassen wenigstens einer ausführbaren Datei,
die jeder einer Vielzahl von Netzwerkanwen-
dungen entspricht, die in den von dem zweiten
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Server erhaltenen Informationen identifiziert
worden sind.

14. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, das ferner folgenden
Schritt umfasst:

Speichern von Informationen auf dem ersten
und zweiten Server, die jeder Netzwerkanwen-
dung entsprechen, die mit dem ersten und zwei-
ten Server verbunden sind.

15. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, das ferner folgenden
Schritt umfasst:

Speichern einer Internetprotokolladresse des
ersten Servers auf der Bildverarbeitungseinrich-
tung.

16. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, das ferner folgenden
Schritt umfasst:

Übertragen von Internetprotokolladresseninfor-
mationen des ersten und zweiten Servers an die
Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung jedes Mal, wenn
die Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung Informationen
an den ersten Server übertragt; und
Speichern der IP-Adresseninformationen für
den ersten und zweiten Server auf der Bildver-
arbeitungseinrichtung.

17. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, das ferner folgenden
Schritt umfasst:

Durchführen eines Benutzerauthentifizierungs-
vorgangs auf dem zweiten Server, wenn die
Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung bestimmt, dass
der erste Server nicht verfügbar ist.

18. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem der Schritt
des Bestimmens, dass der erste Server nicht ver-
fügbar ist, umfasst:

Bestimmen, dass der erste Server nicht verfüg-
bar ist, während Jobinformationen von der Bild-
verarbeitungseinrichtung zu dem ersten Server
übertragen werden.

19. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 18, das ferner folgen-
den Schritt umfasst:

Übertragen der Jobinformationen von der Bild-
verarbeitungseinrichtung an einen zweiten Ser-
ver, sobald detektiert wird, dass der erste Server
nicht verfügbar ist;
Verarbeiten der Jobinformationen auf dem zwei-
ten Server; und
Übertragen verarbeiteter Jobinformationen von
dem zweiten Server an wenigstens eine aus ei-

ner Vielzahl von Netzwerkanwendungen, die mit
dem Server verbunden sind.

20. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 19, bei dem:

der Schritt des Übertragens verarbeiteter Job-
informationen Übertragen der Jobinformationen
an ein Dokumentenmanagementsystem um-
fasst.

21. System zum Kompensieren von Servemichtverfüg-
barkeit in einem Bildverarbeitungssystem, umfas-
send:

Mittel zum Bestimmen, an einer Bildverarbei-
tungseinrichtung (10, 20, 30), dass ein erster
Server (40) nicht verfügbar ist;
Mittel zum Übertragen von Identifikationsinfor-
mationen von der Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung
(10, 20, 30) an einen zweiten Server (45);
Mittel zum Erfassen der Informationen, die den
Identifikationsinformationen entsprechen, auf
dem zweiten Server (45);
Mittel zum Übertragen der Informationen, die
den Identifikationsinformationen entsprechen,
von dem zweiten Server (45) an die Bildverar-
beitungseinrichtung (10, 20, 30);
Mittel zum Speichern von Lizenzinformationen
auf dem ersten Server (40);
Mittel zum Aktivieren der Lizenzinformationen
auf dem zweiten Server (45), sobald bestimmt
wird, dass der erste Server (40) nicht verfügbar
ist;
Mittel zum Aktualisieren von Konfigurationsda-
ten des ersten Servers (40), wobei die Konfigu-
rationsdaten wenigstens eines aus Sicherheits-
informationen, Software-Plugins und einer Liste
von Netzwerkanwendungen, die mit dem ersten
Server (40) verbunden sind, beinhalten,
Mittel zum Erfassen der aktualisierten Konfigu-
rationsdaten von dem ersten Server (40) durch
den zweiten Server (45); und
Mittel zum Speichern der aktualisierten Konfi-
gurationsdaten durch den zweiten Server (45),
die von dem ersten Server als Konfigurations-
daten erhalten wurden.

22. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Bestimmen, dass der erste Ser-
ver (40) nicht verfügbar ist, bestimmt, dass der
erste Server nicht innerhalb einer vorbestimm-
ten Zeitdauer geantwortet hat.

23. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Bestimmen, dass der erste Ser-
ver (40) nicht verfügbar ist, basierend auf einer
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Fehlermitteilung, die an der Bildverarbeitungs-
einrichtung von dem ersten Server empfangen
worden ist, bestimmt, dass der erste Server
nicht verfügbar ist.

24. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Übertragen der Identifikationsin-
formationen Identifikationsinformationen über-
trägt, die der Identität der Bildverarbeitungsein-
richtung entsprechen.

25. System gemäß Anspruch 24, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Übertragen der Identifikationsin-
formationen eine Seriennummer der Bildverar-
beitungseinrichtung überträgt.

26. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Übertragen der Identifikationsin-
formationen Identifikationsinformationen über-
trägt, die einer Identität eines Benutzers der
Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung entsprechen.

27. System gemäß Anspruch 26, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Übertragen der Identifikationsin-
formationen einen Benutzernamen und ein
Passwort überträgt.

28. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Bestimmen, dass der erste Ser-
ver nicht verfügbar ist, bestimmt, dass der erste
Server nicht verfügbar ist, nachdem die Identi-
fikationsinformationen von der Bildverarbei-
tungseinrichtung an den ersten Server übertra-
gen worden sind.

29. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Bestimmen, dass der erste Ser-
ver nicht verfügbar ist, bestimmt, dass der erste
Server nicht verfügbar ist, bevor die Identifikati-
onsinformationen von der Bildverarbeitungsein-
richtung an den ersten Server übertragen wer-
den.

30. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Erfassen der Informationen Pro-
filinformationen erfasst Profilinformationen er-
fasst, die der Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung ent-
sprechen.

31. System gemäß Anspruch 30, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Erfassen der Informationen die
Profilinformationen erfasst, die eine Identifikati-
on jeder einer Vielzahl von Netzwerkanwendun-
gen, die mit dem ersten und zweiten Server ver-
bunden sind, beinhalten.

32. System gemäß Anspruch 21, das ferner umfasst:

Mittel zum Speichern von identischen Profilin-
formationen in jedem aus erstem und zweitem
Server.

33. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Erfassen der Informationen we-
nigstens eine ausführbare Datei erfasst, die je-
der einer Vielzahl von Netzwerkanwendungen
entspricht, die ich die von dem zweiten Server
erhaltenen Informationen identifiziert worden
sind.

34. System gemäß Anspruch 21, das ferner umfasst:

Mittel zum Speichern von Informationen auf je-
dem aus erstem und zweitem Server, die jeder
Netzwerkanwendung entsprechen, die mit dem
ersten und zweiten Server verbunden ist.

35. System gemäß Anspruch 21, das ferner umfasst:

Mittel zum Speichern einer Internetprotokoll-
adresse des ersten Servers auf der Bildverar-
beitungseinrichtung.

36. System gemäß Anspruch 21, das ferner umfasst:

Mittel zum Übertragen von Internetprotokoll-
adresseninformationen des ersten und zweiten
Servers an die Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung je-
des Mal, wenn de Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung
Informationen an den ersten Server übertragt;
und
Mittel zum Speichern der IP-Adresseninforma-
tionen für den ersten und zweiten Server auf der
Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung.

37. System gemäß Anspruch 21, das ferner umfasst:

Mittel zum Durchführen eines Benutzerauthen-
tifizierungsvorgangs auf dem zweiten Server,
wenn die Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung be-
stimmt, dass der erste Server nicht verfügbar ist.

38. System gemäß Anspruch 21, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Bestimmen, dass der erste Ser-
ver nicht verfügbar ist, bestimmt, dass der erste
Server nicht verfügbar ist, während es Jobinfor-
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mationen von der Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung
zu dem ersten Server überträgt.

39. System gemäß Anspruch 38, das ferner umfasst:

Mittel zum Übertragen der Jobinformationen
von der Bildverarbeitungseinrichtung an einen
zweiten Server, sobald detektiert wird, dass der
erste Server nicht verfügbar ist;
Mittel zum Verarbeiten von Jobinformationen
auf dem zweiten Server; und
Mittel zum Übertragen verarbeiteter Jobinfor-
mationen von dem zweiten Server an wenig-
stens eine aus einer Vielzahl von Netzwerkan-
wendungen, die mit dem Server verbunden
sind.

40. System gemäß Anspruch 39, bei dem:

das Mittel zum Übertragen verarbeiteter Jobin-
formationen Übertragen der Jobinformationen
an ein Dokumentenmanagementsystem um-
fasst.

Revendications

1. Procédé de compensation de l’indisponibilité de ser-
veur dans un système de traitement d’image, com-
prenant:

la détermination, au niveau d’un dispositif de
traitement d’image (10, 20, 30), qu’un premier
serveur (40) est indisponible ;
la transmission d’informations d’identification du
dispositif de traitement d’image (10, 20, 30) à
un second serveur (45) ;
la récupération, au niveau du second serveur
(45), d’informations correspondant aux informa-
tions d’identification ;
la transmission des informations correspondant
aux informations d’identification du second ser-
veur (45) au dispositif de traitement d’image (10,
20, 30) ;
le stockage d’informations de licence au niveau
du premier serveur (40) ;
l’activation d’informations de licence au niveau
du second serveur (45) lors de la détermination
que le premier serveur (40) est indisponible ;
la mise à jour de données de configuration du
premier serveur (40), où les données de confi-
guration incluent au moins un parmi des infor-
mations de sécurité, des plugiciels, et une liste
d’applications réseau connectées au premier
serveur (40) ;
la récupération, par le second serveur (45), des
données de configuration mises à jour depuis le
premier serveur (40) ; et

le stockage, par le second serveur (45), des don-
nées de configuration mises à jour récupérées
depuis le premier serveur (40) comme données
de configuration.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à déterminer que le premier serveur est
indisponible comprend:

la détermination que le premier serveur n’a pas
répondu dans une période de temps prédéter-
minée.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à déterminer que le premier serveur est
indisponible comprend :

la détermination que le premier serveur est in-
disponible sur la base d’un message d’erreur
reçu au niveau du dispositif de traitement d’ima-
ge en provenance du premier serveur.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à transmettre les informations d’identifi-
cation comprend :

la transmission d’informations d’identification
correspondant à l’identité du dispositif de traite-
ment d’image.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à transmettre les informations d’identifi-
cation comprend :

la transmission d’un numéro de série du dispo-
sitif de traitement d’image.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à transmettre les informations d’identifi-
cation comprend :

la transmission d’informations d’identification
correspondant à une identité d’un utilisateur du
dispositif de traitement d’image.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à transmettre les informations d’identifi-
cation comprend :

la transmission d’un nom d’utilisateur et d’un mot
de passe.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

l’étape consistant à déterminer que le premier
serveur est indisponible est effectuée après la
transmission d’informations d’identification du
dispositif de traitement d’image au premier ser-
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veur.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

l’étape consistant à déterminer que le premier
serveur est indisponible est effectuée avant la
transmission d’informations d’identification du
dispositif de traitement d’image au premier ser-
veur.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à récupérer les informations comprend :

la récupération d’informations de profil corres-
pondant au dispositif de traitement d’image.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel l’éta-
pe consistant à récupérer les informations
comprend :

la récupération des informations de profil qui in-
cluent une identification de chacune d’une plu-
ralité d’applications réseau connectées au pre-
mier et au second serveur.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 10, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à :

stocker des informations de profil identiques à
la fois dans le premier et dans le second serveur.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à récupérer les informations comprend :

la récupération d’au moins un fichier exécutable
correspondant à chacune d’une pluralité d’ap-
plications réseau identifiées dans les informa-
tions reçues en provenance du second serveur.

14. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à :

stocker des informations au niveau du premier
et du second serveur correspondant à chaque
application réseau connectée au premier et au
second serveur.

15. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à :

stocker une adresse de protocole Internet du
premier serveur au niveau du dispositif de trai-
tement d’image.

16. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre les étapes consistant à :

transmettre des informations d’adresse de pro-

tocole Internet du premier et du second serveur
au dispositif de traitement d’image chaque fois
que le dispositif de traitement d’image transmet
des informations au premier serveur ; et
stocker les informations d’adresse IP pour le
premier et pour le second serveur au niveau du
dispositif de traitement d’image.

17. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à:

effectuer une opération d’authentification de
l’utilisateur au niveau du second serveur lorsque
le dispositif de traitement d’image détermine
que le premier serveur est indisponible.

18. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à déterminer que le premier serveur est
indisponible comprend :

la détermination que le premier serveur est in-
disponible tout en transmettant des informations
de travail du dispositif de traitement d’image au
premier serveur.

19. Procédé selon la revendication 18, comprenant en
outre les étapes consistant à :

transmettre les informations de travail du dispo-
sitif de traitement d’image à un second serveur
lors d’une détection que le premier serveur est
indisponible ;
traiter les informations de travail au niveau du
second serveur ; et
transmettre les informations de travail traitées
du second serveur à au moins une d’une plura-
lité d’applications réseau connectées au ser-
veur.

20. Procédé selon la revendication 19, dans lequel :

l’étape consistant à transmettre les informations
de travail traitées comprend la transmission des
informations de travail à un système de gestion
de documents.

21. Système de compensation de l’indisponibilité de ser-
veur dans un système de traitement d’image,
comprenant :

un moyen pour déterminer, au niveau d’un dis-
positif de traitement d’image (10, 20, 30), qu’un
premier serveur (40) est indisponible ;
un moyen pour transmettre des informations
d’identification du dispositif de traitement d’ima-
ge (10, 20, 30) à un second serveur (45) ;
un moyen pour récupérer, au niveau du second
serveur (45), des informations correspondant
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aux informations d’identification ;
un moyen pour transmettre les informations cor-
respondant aux informations d’identification du
second serveur (45) au dispositif de traitement
d’image (10, 20, 30) ;
un moyen pour stocker des informations de li-
cence dans le premier serveur (40) ;
un moyen pour activer des informations de li-
cence dans le second serveur (45) lors de la
détermination que le premier serveur (40) est
indisponible ;
un moyen pour mettre à jour des données de
configuration du premier serveur (40), où les
données de configuration incluent au moins un
parmi des informations de sécurité, des plugi-
ciels, et une liste d’applications réseau connec-
tées au premier serveur (40) ;
un moyen pour récupérer, par le second serveur
(45), les données de configuration mises à jour
depuis le premier serveur (40) ; et
un moyen pour stocker, par le second serveur
(45), les données de configuration mises à jour
récupérées depuis le premier serveur (40) com-
me données de configuration.

22. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel
le moyen pour déterminer que le premier serveur est
indisponible détermine que le premier serveur n’a
pas répondu dans une période de temps prédéter-
minée.

23. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel :

le moyen pour déterminer que le premier ser-
veur est indisponible détermine que le premier
serveur est indisponible sur la base d’un mes-
sage d’erreur reçu au niveau du dispositif de trai-
tement d’image en provenance du premier ser-
veur.

24. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel :

le moyen pour transmettre les informations
d’identification transmet des informations
d’identification correspondant à l’identité du dis-
positif de traitement d’image.

25. Système selon la revendication 24, dans lequel :

le moyen pour transmettre les informations
d’identification transmet un numéro de série du
dispositif de traitement d’image.

26. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel
le moyen pour transmettre les informations d’identi-
fication transmet des informations d’identification
correspondant à une identité d’un utilisateur du dis-
positif de traitement d’image.

27. Système selon la revendication 26, dans lequel :

le moyen pour transmettre les informations
d’identification transmet un nom d’utilisateur et
un mot de passe.

28. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel :

le moyen pour déterminer que le premier ser-
veur est indisponible détermine que le premier
serveur est indisponible après la transmission
d’informations d’identification du dispositif de
traitement d’image au premier serveur.

29. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel:

le moyen pour déterminer que le premier ser-
veur est indisponible détermine que le premier
serveur est indisponible détermine avant la
transmission d’informations d’identification du
dispositif de traitement d’image au premier ser-
veur.

30. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel :

le moyen pour récupérer les informations récu-
père des informations de profil correspondant
au dispositif de traitement d’image.

31. Système selon la revendication 30, dans lequel :

le moyen pour récupérer les informations récu-
père les informations de profil qui incluent une
identification de chacune d’une pluralité d’appli-
cations réseau connectées au premier et au se-
cond serveur.

32. Système selon la revendication 30, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour stocker des informations de profil
identiques dans chacun du premier et du second
serveur.

33. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel :

le moyen pour récupérer les informations récu-
père au moins un fichier exécutable correspon-
dant à chacune d’une pluralité d’applications ré-
seau identifiées dans les informations reçues en
provenance du second serveur.

34. Système selon la revendication 21, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour stocker des informations au ni-
veau de chacun du premier et du second serveur
correspondant à chaque application réseau
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connectée au premier et au second serveur.

35. Système selon la revendication 21, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour stocker une adresse de proto-
cole Internet du premier serveur au niveau du
dispositif de traitement d’image.

36. Système selon la revendication 21, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour transmettre des informations
d’adresse de protocole Internet du premier et du
second serveur au dispositif de traitement
d’image chaque fois que le dispositif de traite-
ment d’image transmet des informations au pre-
mier serveur ; et
un moyen pour stocker les informations d’adres-
se de protocole Internet pour le premier et pour
le second serveur au niveau du dispositif de trai-
tement d’image.

37. Système selon la revendication 21, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour effectuer une opération
d’authentification de l’utilisateur au niveau du
second serveur lorsqu’un dispositif de traite-
ment d’image détermine que le premier serveur
est indisponible.

38. Système selon la revendication 21, dans lequel :

le moyen pour déterminer que le premier ser-
veur est indisponible détermine que le premier
serveur est indisponible tout en transmettant
des informations de travail au premier serveur.

39. Système selon la revendication 38, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour transmettre les informations de
travail à un second serveur lors d’une détection
que le premier serveur est indisponible ;
un moyen pour traiter les informations de travail
au niveau du second serveur ; et
un moyen pour transmettre les informations de
travail traitées du second serveur à au moins
une d’une pluralité d’applications réseau con-
nectées au serveur.

40. Système selon la revendication 39, dans lequel :

le moyen pour transmettre les informations de
travail traitées inclut la transmission des infor-
mations de travail à un système de gestion de
documents.
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