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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an endoscope
for endoscope examination and diagnosis.

Background Art

[0002] Recently, an endoscope is widely used for the
examination and diagnosis of the body cavity and the
plant inspection in the medical field and the industrial
field. In particular, in the medical field sterilizing process-
ing to prevent the infectious disease after the examina-
tion endoscope is necessary.
[0003] Further, recently, a method using the sterilizing
processing with high-temperature and high-pressure va-
por is widespread. The sterilizing processing with the
high-temperature and high-pressure vapor is advanta-
geous in the running costs and the environmental meas-
ures.
[0004] For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2000-51323 discloses a ster-
ilizing processing method for preventing the damage of
an outer casing of an endoscope due to the pressure
difference between the inside and the outside of the en-
doscope when the endoscope is sterilized with the high-
temperature and high-pressure vapor.
[0005] Further, Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2001-258832 discloses an endo-
scope comprising an elongated channel having an end
which is opened to the outside of the endoscope.
[0006] However, they do not disclose to speedily ster-
ilize with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor
in the elongated channel built in the endoscope and hav-
ing the end opened to the outside of the endoscope.
[0007] The present invention has been made under
the circumstances and is to provide an endoscope which
can speedily sterilize with the high-temperature and high-
pressure vapor in the elongated channel built in the en-
doscope.
[0008] JP 11032988 A relates to a pipeline structure
for an endoscope, wherein a pipeline unit is freely at-
tached and detached to an operation part and pipelines
(such as water feeding pipes) are exposed at the folding
part of the rear tip part of the operation part. The pipeline
unit is provided with an auxiliary pipe for a lens surface
flash, e.g. to freely detachably attach an injection port
member with an injection port by connecting to this, to
replace a check valve. In addition, at the pipeline unit a
disposable flexible suction pipe is connected to a steri-
lizable and heat-resistant supporting part. Thereby, the
washing brush can be put through from the opening of
the part and washing work is facilitated by making the
valve and the flexible suction pipe disposable.
[0009] WO 00/18521 refers to a device and method
for cleaning and sterilizing tubular structures particularly
narrow tubular structures such as lumens of a medical

device such as an endoscope by reversing the flow of
fluid in interconnected tubular structures. The device
comprises a first and second valve in fluid communication
with a first and second tubular structure. The valves se-
lectively switch between a first and second flow path with-
in the tubular structures, at least a part of the second flow
path opposite the first flow path.

Disclosure of Invention

[0010] The present invention is defined by the append-
ed claims.
[0011] Other features and advantages of the present
invention will be obvious by the following.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0012]

Figs. 1 to 5 relate to a first embodiment of the present
invention, Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the entire
structure of an endoscope apparatus having an en-
doscope according to the first embodiment of the
present invention; Fig. 2A is a diagram showing a
state in which the endoscope is placed in a tray
shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 2B is a cross-sectional view
showing an A-A cross section at the position of an
inserting portion shown in Fig. 2A; Fig. 3 is a diagram
showing the structure of a sterilizing device with high-
temperature and high-pressure vapor, which steri-
lizes the endoscope shown in Fig. 1 with the high-
temperature and high-pressure vapor; Fig. 4A is a
diagram showing the structure of a channel system
arranged to the endoscope shown in Fig. 1 and a
part thereof according to a first modification; Fig. 4B
is a diagram showing the structure of a channel sys-
tem arranged to the endoscope shown in Fig. 1 and
a part thereof according to a second modification;
Fig. 5 is a diagram showing in detail the re-process-
ing such as cleaning and sterilizing processing;
Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing a channel
system of an endoscope according to a second em-
bodiment;
Figs. 7A and 7B relate to a third embodiment of the
present invention, Fig. 7A is a diagram showing a
portion near an operating portion when the endo-
scope is placed in a regulating portion in a tray; and
Fig. 7B is a cross-sectional view showing a B-B cross
section shown in Fig. 7A.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0013] With reference to the accompanying drawings,
the present invention will be described in more detail.

(First embodiment)

[0014] Referring to Fig. 1, an endoscope apparatus 1
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comprises: an endoscope 2 having, e.g., image pick-up
means; a light source device 3 which is detachably con-
nected to the endoscope 2 and which supplies illuminat-
ing light to a light guide arranged to the endoscope 2; a
video processor 5 which is connected to the endoscope
2 via a signal cable 4, controls the image pick-up means
of the endoscope 2, and processes a signal obtained by
the image pick-up means; and a monitor 6 which displays
a video image corresponding to a subject image output-
ted from the processor 5. After the endoscope 2 is used
for the observation or treatment, the endoscope 2 further
comprises a component, e.g., an outer casing, which is
resistant to the vapor with high temperature and high
pressure so as to enable the sterilizing processing with
the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor after
cleaning.
[0015] The endoscope 2 is flexible, and comprises: an
elongated inserting portion 7 which can be inserted in an
examinee (specifically, body cavity); an operating portion
8 which is connected to the base end side of the inserting
portion 7; a connecting cord (universal cord) 9 which is
flexible and is extended form the side portion of the op-
erating portion 8; a connector portion 10 which is ar-
ranged to an end of the connecting cord 9 and is detach-
ably connected to the light source device 3; and an elec-
tric connector portion 11 which is arranged to the side
portion of the connector portion 10 and to which the signal
cable 4 connected to the processor 5 is detachably con-
nected.
[0016] The electric connector portion 11 has an air port
37 (refer to Fig. 4A) which communicates with the inside
and the outside of the endoscope 2.
[0017] A connecting portion between the inserting por-
tion 7 and the operating portion 8 has a protection boot
12 on the inserting portion side, having an elastic member
for preventing the sharp bending operation of the con-
necting portion. A connecting portion between the oper-
ating portion 8 and the connecting cord 9 has a protection
boot 13 on the operating portion side. A connecting por-
tion between the connecting cord 9 and the connector
portion 10 has a protection boot 14 on the connector por-
tion side.
[0018] The inserting portion 7 comprises: a flexible
tube portion 15 which is flexible and soft; a bending por-
tion 16 which is arranged to the distal side of the flexible
tube portion 15 and is bent by the operation of the oper-
ating portion 8; and a hard tip portion 17 which is arranged
to the distal side of the bending portion 16 and has an
observing optical system and an illuminating optical sys-
tem (which are not shown).
[0019] The tip portion 17 comprises an air/water feed
nozzle 18 which spouts out a cleaning fluid or air to an
optical member on the outer surface of the observing
optical system (not shown) by feeding the air/water; and
a suction port, as an opening on the distal side of a treat-
ment tool channel (not shown), into which a treatment
tool arranged to the inserting portion 7 is inserted, for
sucking the fluid in the body cavity. Further, the tip portion

17 comprises a liquid feed opening which is opened to
an observing target and which spouts out the liquid.
[0020] The connector portion 10 has an air feed cap
21 which is detachably connected to an air feed source
(not shown) incorporated in the light source device 3.
And the connector portion 10 has a water feed tank pres-
surizing cap 23 and a liquid feed cap 24 which are de-
tachably connected to a water feed tank 22 as a liquid
feed source.
[0021] Further, the connector portion 10 comprises a
suction cap 25 which is connected to a suction source
(not shown) for suction from the suction port 19. Further-
more, the connector portion 10 comprises: an injecting
cap 26 which is connected to water feed means (not
shown) which feeds water from the liquid feed opening.
[0022] In addition, the connector portion 10 comprises:
an earth terminal cap 27 for feeding back the leakage
current to a high-frequency treating device in the case
where the high-frequency current is leaked in the endo-
scope when the high frequency treatment is performed.
[0023] The operating portion 8 comprises: an air/water
feed operating button 28 which controls the water feed
operation; a suction operating button 29 which controls
the suction operation; a bending operating knob 30 for
the bending operation of the bending portion 16; a plu-
rality of remote switches 31 which remotely control the
video processor 5; and a treatment tool inserting port 32
as an opening communicated with the treatment tool
channel.
[0024] A waterproof cap 33 with a pressure adjusting
valve is detachably connected to the electric connector
portion 11 of the endoscope 2. The waterproof cap 33
with the pressure adjusting valve has a pressure adjust-
ing valve (not shown).
[0025] In the sterilization with the high-temperature
and high-pressure vapor, the endoscope 2 is placed in
a storage case 34 for the sterilization.
[0026] The storage case 34 comprises: a tray 35 which
is opened on the top surface side and which places there-
in the endoscope 2; and a cover member 36 which covers
the top surface side of the tray 35.
[0027] A plurality of air holes (not shown) are arranged
to the tray 35 and the cover member 36. The steam pass
through the air holes.
[0028] Referring to Fig. 2A, the tray 35 has a concaved
portion (groove portion) corresponding to the shape of
the endoscope 2 and, along the concaved portion, a po-
sition regulating portion (abbreviated to a regulating por-
tion) 49 is formed to the tray 35 so as to position the
components of the endoscope 2. The regulating portion
49 is formed so that the components in the endoscope
2 are positioned at predetermined positions. For exam-
ple, an A-A cross section at the position of the inserting
portion 7 in Fig. 2A is shown in Fig. 2B. The regulating
portion 49 is formed with a concaved portion which is
substantially U-shaped with the diameter slightly larger
than the outer diameter of the inserting portion 7 so as
to place the inserting portion 7.
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[0029] Fig. 3 shows a sterilizing device 50 with the
high-temperature and high-pressure vapor which places
the endoscope 2 and sterilizes it with the high-tempera-
ture and high-pressure vapor according to the first em-
bodiment.
[0030] The sterilizing device 50 with the high-temper-
ature and high-pressure vapor is box-shaped, and has a
door 51 arranged to the front side thereof. The door 51
is opened and, then, a chamber 52 for sterilizing process-
ing with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor
is arranged. The storage case 34 is installed in the cham-
ber 52 for sterilizing processing with the high-tempera-
ture and high-pressure vapor, thereby sterilizing the en-
doscope 2. The storage case 34 includes the tray 35
which places therein the endoscope 2 and the cover
member 36 which covers the tray 35.
[0031] The chamber 52 may be shaped so that it just
includes one storage case 34 having the endoscope 2.
[0032] A typical condition is as follows for the steriliza-
tion with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor
using the sterilizing device 50 with the high-temperature
and high-pressure vapor or the like.
[0033] According to the American national standard
ANSI/AAMI ST37-1992 approved by American National
Standards Institute and issued by The Association for
the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation, the steri-
lizing condition with the high-temperature and high-pres-
sure vapor is 4 min at the temperature of 132°C in the
pre-vacuum type and is 10 min at the temperature of
132°C in the gravity type.
[0034] The temperature condition in the sterilizing step
of the sterilization with the high-temperature and high-
pressure vapor varies depending on the sterilizing time
and the type of the sterilizing device with the high-tem-
perature and high-pressure vapor. Generally, the tem-
perature condition in the sterilizing step of the sterilization
with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor is set
within the range of 115°C to 138°C. The temperature of
one sterilizing device can be set to 142°C.
[0035] The time condition varies depending on the
temperature condition in the sterilizing step. Generally,
the time condition is set to 3 to 60 min. The time condition
can be set to 100 min depending on the type of the ster-
ilizing device.
[0036] In the sterilizing step, the pressure in the steri-
lizing room is generally set to +0.2 MPa for the atmos-
pheric pressure.
[0037] Normally, the sterilizing step with the high-tem-
perature and high-pressure vapor in the pre-vacuum type
comprises: a pre-vacuum step of decreasing the pres-
sure in the sterilizing room which places therein the ster-
ilized device before the sterilizing step; and a sterilizing
step of then sterilizing the sterilizing room by feeding the
vapor with the high-temperature and high-pressure. The
pre-vacuum step is the step for permeating the vapor
throughout the sterilized device in the subsequent steri-
lizing step, and thus the vapor with the high-temperature
and high-pressure spreads to the entire sterilized device

by decreasing the pressure of the sterilizing room.
[0038] The pressure in the sterilizing room in the pre-
vacuum is generally -0.07 MPa to -0.09 MPa for the at-
mospheric pressure.
[0039] In order to dry the sterilized device after the ster-
ilization, some pre-vacuum type comprises a step of dry-
ing the sterilizing room which is set to decrease the pres-
sure again after the sterilizing step. In the drying step,
the pressure in the sterilizing room is decreased, the va-
por is excluded from the sterilizing room, and thus the
drying process of the sterilized device in the sterilizing
room is promoted. In the drying step, the pressure in the
sterilizing room is generally set to a range from -0.07
MPa to -0.09 MPa for the atmospheric pressure.
[0040] Next, a description is given of the structure hav-
ing the feature of the endoscope 2 according to the first
embodiment of the present invention with reference to
Fig. 4A.
[0041] Fig. 4A schematically shows various channel
systems including the endoscope 2.
[0042] A channel 40 is mainly provided in the inserting
portion 7. A front end 40a thereof is opened to the outside
at the tip portion 17. A back end 40b thereof is opened
to the outside at the operating portion 8. The channel 40
is for inserting the treatment tool or for suction.
[0043] A channel 41 is mainly provided in the connect-
ing cord 9. A front end portion 41a thereof is opened to
the outside at the operating portion 8. A back end 41b
thereof is opened to the outside at the connector portion
10 by the suction cap 25. The channel 41 is for suction,
for example.
[0044] A channel 42 is mainly provided in the operating
portion 8. A front end of the channel 42 is communicated
with the back end 40b, thus to be common to each other.
Therefore, the front end of the channel 42 is opened to
the outside at the operating portion 8 by the back end
40b. A back end of the channel 42 is communicated with
the front end 41a, thus to be common to each other. Fur-
ther, the back end of the channel 42 is opened to the
outside at the operating portion 8. The channel 42 is for
suction.
[0045] A piping (or tube) from a suction device (not
shown) is connected to the back end 41b, and the suction
operation is performed by using the suction device. Fur-
ther, the front end 41a and the back end 40b are closed,
thereby sucking the body fluid from the front end 40a
through the channels 41, 42, and 40.
[0046] A channel 43 is mainly provided in the inserting
portion 7. A front end 43a thereof is opened to the outside
at the tip portion 17. A back end 43b thereof is opened
to the outside at the operating portion 8. The channel 43
is an air/water feed channel which feeds the air and water
for cleaning a lens surface of the tip portion 17.
[0047] A channel 44 is mainly provided in the connect-
ing cord 9. A front end of the channel 44 is common to
the back end 43b, and is opened to the outside near the
back end of the operating portion 8. A back end 44b there-
of is opened to the outside at the connector portion 10
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by the liquid feed cap 24. The back end 43b is closed
and the air or water is fed from the back end 44b (liquid
feed cap 24), and then the air or water is fed from the
front end 43a.
[0048] A channel 45 is mainly provided in the inserting
portion 7. A front end 45a thereof is opened to the outside
at the tip portion 17. A back end 45b thereof is opened
to the outside at the operating portion 8.
[0049] A channel 46 is mainly provided in the connect-
ing cord 9. A front end 46a thereof is opened at the op-
erating portion 8. A back end 46b thereof is opened to
the outside at the connector portion 10 by the injecting
cap 26.
[0050] The back end 45b and the front end 46a, which
are opened to the outside at the operating portion 8, are
connected by a connecting tube 47. The connecting tube
47 has a connecting cap which is detachably connected
to the back end 45b and the front end 46a.
[0051] Referring to Fig. 4A, the channel 45 and the
channel 46 form one channel with the back end 45b and
the front end 46a connected to each other by the con-
necting tube 47. The connecting tube 47 may be used
as a front water-feeding channel for feeding the water to,
for example, a subject to be observed. Namely, the water
is fed from the back end 46b, flows through the channel
46, the connecting tube 47, and the channel 45, and is
fed from the front end 45a.
[0052] By detaching the connecting tube 47 upon the
re-processing for enabling the reuse after the examina-
tion, communicating means is formed so that both ends
of the channels 45 and 46 are communicated with the
outside of the endoscope 2.
[0053] That is, according to the conventional art, the
channels 46 and 45 form a single elongated channel
which is extended to the tip portion 17 of the inserting
portion 7 from the connector portion 10. However, ac-
cording to the first embodiment, the end portions 46a and
45b opened to the outside are formed in the operating
portion 8 situated in the neighborhood of substantially
the center of the connector portion 10 and the tip portion
17 of the inserting portion 7. When the end portions 46a
and 45b are arranged to the operating portion 8, they
may be arranged near the center of the entire length of
a channel formed by the connector portion 10 and the tip
portion 17 of the inserting portion 7.
[0054] Upon the endoscope examination, both the
ends 46a and 45b are communicated therewith, thereby
having a function for feeding the fluid similarly to the con-
ventional art. Further, in the re-processing for enabling
the reuse by the cleaning and the sterilization, both the
ends 46a and 45b are opened to the outside. Thus, both
the ends 46a and 45b form a channel which is commu-
nicated with the outside with the short length of channel,
and the re-processing ends in a short time.
[0055] The route of the channel 46, the connecting
tube 47, and the channel 45 varies depending on the type
of the endoscope 2 but has the length of 2 to 5 m. The
length of channel needs to make thin in diameter of φ1

to φ2 so that the liquid is fed from the front end 45a by
using the channel 46, the connecting tube 47, and the
channel 45. If not so, the large amount of the fed liquid
from the back end 46b is necessary or the liquid is not
fed from the front end 45a with momentum. A large di-
ameter of the channel is not realized due to other chan-
nels and incorporated components (not shown).
[0056] The endoscope 2 according to the first embod-
iment has various channels which are opened at both
ends thereof to the outside at the inserting portion 7 or
the connector portion 10. In particular, the ends of the
thin and elongated channels 45 and 46 are opened ad-
jacently thereto at the operating portion 8, and the chan-
nels 45 and 46 are used as one channel by the connection
using the connecting tube 47. Further, in the re-process-
ing, the cleaning and the sterilization are performed in a
short time by detaching the connecting tube 47.
[0057] The electric connector portion 11 has an air port
37 which is communicated with the outside of the exterior
member of the electric connector portion 11 and an inside
space portion thereof. Therefore, in the cleaning opera-
tion, the waterproof cap 33 is attached to the electric con-
nector portion 11.
[0058] Referring to Fig. 4A, both the ends 45b and 46a
opened at the operating portion 8 are selectively com-
municated by using the connecting tube 47. In place of
it, referring to Fig. 4B, a block-shaped connecting mem-
ber 39 having a connecting path 38 may connect the
ends 45b and 46a which are communicated therewith,
or may be disconnected.
[0059] The connecting tube 47, particularly, the con-
necting member 39 has a simple structure containing a
non-metallic material such as rubber that is inexpensive.
Thus, the connecting tube 47 and the connecting mem-
ber 39 are not limited to reused members but may be
used as a disposable member.
[0060] As will be described later (with reference to Fig.
5), upon sterilizing with the high-temperature and high-
pressure vapor of the endoscope 2, the waterproof cap
33 with the pressure adjusting valve is attached to the
electric connector portion 11 according to the first em-
bodiment. In this case, the pressure adjusting valve (not
shown) of the waterproof cap 33 is closed, the air port is
closed by the waterproof cap 33, and the inside of the
endoscope 2 is watertightly closed to the outside.
[0061] In the process for the sterilization, the pre-vac-
uum step and the sterilizing step are executed. By the
sterilizing method having the pre-vacuum step, the fol-
lowing processing in the pre-vacuum step is performed.
[0062] In the pre-vacuum step, the pressure in the
chamber 52 as the sterilizing room reduces, thereby gen-
erating the pressure difference that the outside of the
endoscope 2 is lower than the inside. Then, the pressure
adjusting valve is opened, the inside of the endoscope 2
is communicated with the outside via the air port, and the
large pressure-difference is prevented between the in-
side of the endoscope 2 and the chamber 52. Thus, the
pressure difference between the inside and the outside
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of the endoscope 2 does not damage the endoscope 2.
[0063] In the sterilizing step, the chamber 52 is pres-
surized, causing the pressure difference that the pres-
sure of the outside of the endoscope 2 is higher than that
of the inside. Then, the pressure adjusting valve is closed.
As a consequence, the waterproof cap 33 prevents the
vapor with the high temperature and high pressure from
actively entering inside of the endoscope 2 via the air
port 37.
[0064] The exterior member of the endoscope 2 re-
ceives the pressure directed to the inside from the out-
side, which is obtained by adding the pressure reduced
in the pre-vacuum step and the pressure increased in
the sterilizing step.
[0065] The following processing in a pressure reducing
step is performed by a method including the pressure
reducing step after the sterilizing step.
[0066] That is, in the sterilizing step, the pressure of
the chamber 52 is reduced, causing the pressure differ-
ence that the pressure of the outside of the endoscope
2 is lower than that of the inside. Then the pressure ad-
justing valve is opened, and the inside of the endoscope
2 is communicated with the outside via the air port 37.
This prevents the occurrence of the large pressure dif-
ference between the inside of the endoscope 2 and the
chamber 52. As a consequence, the endoscope 2 is not
damaged due to the pressure difference between the in-
side and the outside of the endoscope 2.
[0067] The pressure reducing step ends, then, the
pressure is applied to the chamber 52, and the pressure
difference is caused so that the pressure of the outside
of the endoscope 2 is higher than that of the inside.
[0068] According to the first embodiment, the commu-
nicating means is provided to selectively communicate
the channels 45 and 46 with the outside of the endoscope
2. As will be described hereinbelow, the communicating
means enables the short-time sterilization.
[0069] Next, a description is given of the operation ac-
cording to the first embodiment with reference to Fig. 5.
[0070] As shown in Fig. 5, upon performing the endo-
scope examination, the connecting tube 47 (or connect-
ing member 39) is connected, then the endoscope ex-
amination is performed in step S1.
[0071] As mentioned above, the connecting tube 47
(or connecting member 39) is connected between the
ends 45b and 46a at the operating portion 8 of the en-
doscope 2, thereby setting the resultant channel as a
front water-feeding channel to be available in the endo-
scope examination.
[0072] In the re-processing for enabling the reuse after
the endoscope examination, the cleaning operation is
first performed. In this case, in step S2, the waterproof
cap 33 with the pressure adjusting valve is attached to
the electric connector portion 11 and the connecting tube
47 (or connecting member 39) is detached.
[0073] That is, the waterproof cap 33 is attached to the
electric connector portion 11 to watertightly cover the in-
side of the electric connector portion 11 and the inside

of the exterior member of the endoscope 2 is watertight
to the outside of the endoscope 2.
[0074] In the sterilizing operation after the cleaning op-
eration (which will be described later), the pressure ad-
justing valve attached to the waterproof cap 33 appropri-
ately functions upon increasing or decreasing the pres-
sure.
[0075] By detaching the connecting tube 47 (or con-
necting member 39), the channels 45 and 46 are cleaned
in a short time (in the sterilizing operation, which will be
described, the channels 45 and 46 are also easily steri-
lized in a short time).
[0076] Then, in step S3, the outer surface of the en-
doscope 2 and the channels therein are cleaned.
[0077] In step S3, the watertight endoscope 2 is put in
a cleaning tank or the like and then the outer surface of
the endoscope 2 and the channels therein are cleaned.
In the cleaning operation, the channels 45 and 46 form
a channel equivalent to that for being communicated with
the channels 45 and 46 to the outside with the short length
between both the ends thereof. In this case, the channel
formed by the channels 45 and 46 has low resistant to
the cleaning fluid, as compared with the long channel,
and is cleaned in a short time.
[0078] In step S4, the cleaning fluid is rinsed or dried
and then the cleaning operation (cleaning step) ends. In
this case, the drying operation similarly ends in a short
time.
[0079] After ending the cleaning operation, in step S5,
the endoscope 2 is placed in the tray 35.
[0080] As mentioned above, the endoscope 2 is placed
in the tray 35 of the storage case 34, and is closed by
the cover member 36. Thereafter, in step S6, the storage
case 34 which places therein the endoscope 2 is placed
(packed) in a sterilizing pack (peel pack). The storage
case 34 is unfailingly packed in the sterilizing pack so as
to prevent the entry of bacteria in the air (air and steam
pass but the bacteria do not enter).
[0081] In steps S7 to S10, the sterilizing processing
(sterilizing step) is performed. In step S7, the endoscope
2 which is placed in the tray 35 (or the storage case 34)
is installed to the sterilizing device 50 with the high-tem-
perature and high-pressure vapor shown in Fig. 3.
[0082] In the sterilizing operation shown in Fig. 5, the
sterilizing device 50 with the high-temperature and high-
pressure vapor performs the processing in the pre-vac-
uum step (pressure reducing step) in step S8 before ad-
vancing to step S9 as a sterilizing step with the high-
temperature and high-pressure vapor.
[0083] In the sterilizing method having the pre-vacuum
step, the pressure in the sterilizing room is reduced and
then the pressure difference is caused so that the pres-
sure of the outside of the endoscope 2 is lower than that
of the inside. The pressure adjusting valve is opened,
and the inside of the endoscope 2 is communicated with
the outside via the air port 37, thereby preventing the
occurrence of the large pressure difference between the
inside of the endoscope 2 and the chamber 52.
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[0084] In step S9, in the sterilizing step with the high-
temperature and the high-pressure, the pressure of the
chamber 52 is increased and then the outside of the en-
doscope 2 is higher than that of the inside. In this case,
the pressure adjusting valve is closed. Thus, the water-
proof cap 33 prevents the active entry of the vapor with
the high temperature and the high pressure inside of the
endoscope 2 via the air port 37.
[0085] The exterior member of the endoscope 2 re-
ceives the pressure directed to the inside from the out-
side, which is obtained by adding the pressure reduced
in the pre-vacuum step and the pressure increased in
the sterilizing step.
[0086] In the sterilizing step with the high-temperature
and the high-pressure vapor, the channels 45 and 46 are
formed two short channels which are opened at the op-
erating portion 8. Therefore, the vapor spreads fast
throughout the channels 46 and 45. That is, as compared
with the conventional art, the channels 46 and 45 are
sterilized with the high-temperature and the high-pres-
sure vapor in a further shorter time.
[0087] After the sterilizing step with the high-tempera-
ture and the high-pressure vapor, the pressure reducing
step in step S10 is performed (vacuum drying step).
[0088] In the pressure reducing step, the pressure of
the chamber 52 is reduced and the pressure difference
is caused so that the pressure of the outside of the en-
doscope 2 is lower than that of the inside. Simultaneous-
ly, the pressure adjusting valve is opened, and the inside
of the endoscope 2 is communicated with the outside via
the air port 37, thereby preventing the generation of the
large pressure difference between the inside and the out-
side of the endoscope 2. Thus, the endoscope 2 is not
damaged due to the pressure difference between the in-
side and the outside thereof. The endoscope dries in the
pressure reducing step.
[0089] After the endoscope is dried in the pressure re-
ducing step, the pressure in the chamber 52 is increased
and returned to a normal pressure. In this case, the pres-
sure difference is caused so that the pressure of the out-
side of the endoscope 2 is higher than that of the inside,
and the pressure adjusting valve is closed.
[0090] After that, the endoscope 2 covered with the
sterilizing pack is taken out from the sterilizing device 50
with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor.
[0091] In step S11, the sterilizing pack is opened be-
fore the endoscope examination, and the endoscope 2
sterilized and placed in the storage case 34 is taken out.
Then, as shown in step S1, the connecting tube 47 is
connected, thus to reuse the endoscope 2 for the endo-
scope examination.
[0092] According to the first embodiment, the connect-
ing tube 47 (or connecting member 39) is detached in
the re-processing, thereby dividing a channel having the
long length between both ends thereof into two short
channels. Consequently, the cleaning operation and the
vapor sterilization of the channels may complete in a
short time.

[0093] A complementary description is given of the
case of the vapor sterilization as follows.
[0094] That is, in the sterilizing step with the high-tem-
perature and high-pressure vapor, the endoscope 2 is
placed in the chamber 52 in the sterilizing device 50 with
the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor shown in
Fig. 3, and is sterilized by the vapor with the high tem-
perature and high pressure fed in the chamber 52.
[0095] In this case, the vapor needs to sufficiently be
spread in the channels as shown in Fig. 4A.
[0096] In order to sufficiently spread the vapor in the
channels, a channel with the large diameter and the short
length enables the fast and efficient sterilization. Howev-
er, the channels shown in Fig. 4A, particularly, the chan-
nels including the channel 46, the connecting tube 47,
and the channel 45 form a long and small diameter chan-
nel. Therefore, it is difficult to enable the vapor to suffi-
ciently be spread in the entire channels and thus to ster-
ilize the channel in a short time.
[0097] However, with the structure, the connecting
tube 47 is detached in the sterilizing step, and the chan-
nels are opened. Thus, the channels 46 and 45 of the
endoscope 2 become short channels and are communi-
cated with the outside. The vapor is fed to the channels
46 and 45 in a short time and the sterilizing processing
may end in a shorter time, as compared with the conven-
tional art, in which the single channel is communicated
with the outside.
[0098] In this case, by arranging the connecting mem-
bers, e.g., the connecting tube 47 or the connecting mem-
ber 39 (connecting path 38) to the operating portion 8,
the connecting tube 47 or the connecting member 39
(connecting path 38) may be set so as to locate in the
neighborhood of substantially the center of the channel
45 and the channel 46. As compared with the case in
which the connecting tube 47 or the connecting member
39 (connecting path 38) is arranged at the position except
for that near the center, the channels 45 and 46 are sub-
jected to the efficient vapor sterilization.
[0099] When the operator uses the endoscope 2 for
the endoscope examination, the connecting tube 47 or
the connecting member 39 is connected to the endo-
scope 2 and endoscope 2 is used. Thus, the channels
46 and 45 become one channel and the liquid can be fed
from the front end 45a with the necessary momentum by
feeding the liquid from the back end 46b.
[0100] By using the connecting tube 47 or the connect-
ing member 39 as an inexpensive disposal member, the
cleaning, disinfection, and sterilization of the connecting
tube 47 or the connecting member 39 can be omitted,
and simple cleaning, disinfecting, and sterilizing means
is provided.
[0101] According to the first embodiment, advanta-
geously, the channels included in the endoscope 2 can
be sterilized more quickly.
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(Second embodiment)

[0102] Next, a description is given of the second em-
bodiment of the present invention with reference to Fig.
6. Fig. 6 schematically shows a channel system in an
endoscope 2B according to the second embodiment. Ac-
cording to the second embodiment, the back end 45a of
the channel 45 and the front end 46b of the channel 46
in the first embodiment are communicated therewith so
that they form a single channel inside of the operating
portion 8. Further, a communicating path 56 is formed
so that the channel which is disposed inside of the oper-
ating portion 8 is communicated with the outside of the
operating portion 8.
[0103] Specifically, referring to Fig. 6, the channel 45
is mainly provided in the inserting portion 7. The front
end 45a is opened to the outside at the tip portion 17.
The back end side is connected to the communicating
path 56.
[0104] The channel 46 is mainly provided in the con-
necting cord 9. The front end is connected to the com-
municating path 46 common with the channel 45. The
back end 46b is opened to the outside at the connector
portion 10 by using the injecting cap 26.
[0105] The communicating path 56 is normally closed
by a stop valve 57 (except for the cleaning step or ster-
ilizing step). By closing the communicating path 56, a
route of the channel 48 and the channel 44 is used as a
channel for feeding water which feeds the liquid to the
observing target from the front end 44a by feeding the
liquid from the back end 44b. Other structures are the
same as those according to the first embodiment.
[0106] Next, the operation according to the second em-
bodiment will be described.
[0107] In the sterilizing step with the high-temperature
and high-pressure vapor, when the endoscope 2B is ster-
ilized with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor
fed in the chamber 52 of the sterilizing device 50 with the
high-temperature and high-pressure vapor shown in Fig.
3, the vapor needs to be spread in the channels shown
in Fig. 6.
[0108] With the structure, the stop valve 57 is detached
and the communicating path 56 is opened in the sterili-
zation. Thus, the vapor is sufficiently spread to the chan-
nels 46 and 45 quickly.
[0109] Upon using the endoscope 2B, the operator
closes the communicating path 56 by the stop valve 57
and uses the endoscope 2B. Consequently, the channels
46 and 45 form one channel and, by feeding the liquid
from the back end 46b, the liquid spouts out from the
front end 45a with the necessary momentum.
[0110] The stop valve 57 for closing the communicat-
ing path 56 may be provided so as to close the entire
communicating path 56. Thus, an uneven portion made
at the connecting portion between the channels 46 and
45 is suppressed. Upon feeding the liquid from the back
end 46b, the liquid passes through the channel 46 to the
channel 45 with minimum amount of resistant change in

the channel at the connecting portion. The loss in the
speed of flow can be reduced when the liquid passes
through the connecting portion of the channels, and the
liquid spouts out from the front end 45a with the sufficient
momentum.
[0111] By arranging the communicating path 56 to the
operating portion 8, the communicating path 56 is ar-
ranged near the center of a channel formed by the chan-
nels 45 and 46. Thus, the vapor can be efficiently spread
throughout the channels 45 and 46 in the sterilizing step
with the high-temperature and high-pressure vapor.
[0112] Further, by arranging the communicating path
56 in the operating portion 8, the projecting shape of the
stop valve 57 extended from the operating portion 8 is
small and the preferable operability is obtained upon grip-
ping and operating the operating portion 8 for the exam-
ination by the operator.
[0113] According to the second embodiment, advan-
tageously, the sterilization of the channels included in
the endoscope 2B can be performed quickly.

(Third embodiment)

[0114] Next, the third embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described with reference to Figs. 7A and
7B.
[0115] Fig. 7A shows a portion near the operating por-
tion 8 when the endoscope 2B is placed in the regulating
portion 49 of the tray 35.
[0116] After ending the endoscope examination, the
endoscope 2B is cleaned. Then, the endoscope 2B is
placed in the tray 35 as shown Fig. 2 with a predetermined
shape so as to perform the sterilizing step with the high-
temperature and high-pressure vapor after the cleaning.
[0117] In this case, the regulating portion 49a near the
operating portion 8 has a concaved portion along the
shape of the operating portion 8 as shown in Fig. 7A. On
the contrary, if the stop valve 57 attached to the operating
portion 8 is not completely detached from the operating
portion 8, the stop valve 57 is projected and the operating
portion 8 is not placed in the tray 35.
[0118] According to the third embodiment, when the
sterilizing device 50 with the high-temperature and high-
pressure vapor shown in Fig. 3 places therein the storage
case 34 of the tray 35 which places therein the endoscope
2B and the sterilization is executed, the chamber 52 just
places therein only one storage case 34 which places
therein the endoscope 2B.
[0119] Other structures are the same as those accord-
ing to the second embodiment.
[0120] Next, a description is given of the operation ac-
cording to third embodiment.
[0121] When the endoscope 2B is placed in the tray
35 while the stop valve 57 is attached to the operating
portion 8, a projected portion of the operating portion 8
interferes to the regulating portion 49a and therefore the
endoscope 2B is not completely placed in the tray 35.
Since the endoscope 2B is completely placed in the tray
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35 when the stop valve 57 is detached from the operating
portion 8, the omission of detachment of the stop valve
57 is prevented. That is, the regulating portion 49a con-
stitutes means for confirming the omission of detachment
of the stop valve 57 or means for notifying the omission
of detachment of the stop valve 57 to the user.
[0122] Even when the endoscope 2B is not completely
placed in the tray 35 and the user installs the tray 35 into
the sterilizing device 50 with the high-temperature and
high-pressure vapor, the tray 35 is not completely in-
stalled into the chamber 52. This constitutes confirming
means which confirms whether or not the user ensures
the state in which the channels 46 and 45 are communi-
cated with the outside at the operating portion 8.
[0123] Thus, in addition to the advantages according
to the second embodiment, the sterilization is certainly
performed in the proper state.
[0124] The third embodiment uses the endoscope 2B
shown in Fig. 6. However, the third embodiment can be
applied to the endoscope 2 according to the first embod-
iment.
[0125] It should be understood that the present inven-
tion is not limited to those embodiments and various
changes and modifications thereof could be made with-
out departing from the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

Industrial Applicability

[0126] As mentioned above, the endoscope in accord-
ance with the present invention is useful as the device
which needs sterilization to observe the inner channel.

Claims

1. An endoscope (2) comprising:

a first channel (45) provided in an inserting por-
tion (7), and including a first channel front end
(45a) which is open to the outside at a tip portion
(17) of the inserting portion (7), and a first chan-
nel back end (45b) which is open on an outer
surface of an operating portion (8);
a second channel (46) provided in a connecting
cord (9), and including a second channel front
end (46a) which is open on the outer surface of
the operating portion (8), and a second channel
back end (46b) which is open to the outside at
a connector portion (10) of the connecting cord
(9), and characterized by
an attachable/detachable channel connecting
member having a connecting path directly con-
necting and communicating as one channel the
first channel back end (45b) and the second
channel front end (46a) which are open on the
outer surface of the operating portion (8), the
attachable/detachable channel connecting

member being attachable/detachable with re-
spect to the outer surface of the operating por-
tion (8), wherein,
when sterilizing the endoscope (2) with high-
temperature and high-pressure vapor, the chan-
nel connecting member is detached to allow in-
troducing the vapor into the first channel (45)
and the second channel (46) from the openings
of the first channel back end (45b) and the sec-
ond channel front end (46a), and when using
the endoscope (2) to perform examination and
diagnosis, the channel connecting member is
attached to allow the first channel (45) and the
second channel (46) to communicate to serve
as a channel.

2. An endoscope (2) according to Claim 1, wherein the
channel connecting member is a single connecting
tube (47) having a connection path formed therein
with one end opening connected to the first channel
back end (45b) and the other end opening connected
to the second channel front end (46a).

3. An endoscope (2) according to Claim 2, wherein the
connecting tube (47) includes a connecting cap
which is detachably connected to the back end (45b)
opening and the front end (46a) opening.

4. An endoscope (2) according to Claim 1, wherein the
channel connecting member includes one end open-
ing connected to the first channel back end (45b)
and the other end opening connected to the second
channel front end (46a), and further includes a con-
nection path formed inside between the one end
opening and the other end opening so as to connect
between the first channel back end (45b) and the
second channel front end (46a).

5. An endoscope (2) according to Claim 1, wherein the
first (45) and second channels (46) are for feeding
water forward from an opening formed at the tip por-
tion (17) of the inserting portion (7).

Patentansprüche

1. Endoskop (2), mit:

einem ersten Kanal (45), der in einem Einführ-
abschnitt (7) angeordnet ist und ein vorderes
Ende (45a) des ersten Kanals, das an einem
vordersten Abschnitt (17) des Einführabschnitts
(7) nach außen offen ist, und ein hinteres Ende
(45b) des erstes Kanals, das an einer äußeren
Oberfläche eines Betätigungsabschnitts (8) of-
fen ist, enthält;
einem zweiten Kanal (46), der in einem Verbin-
dungskabel (9) angeordnet ist und ein vorderes
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Ende (46a) des zweiten Kanals, das an der äu-
ßeren Oberfläche des Betätigungsabschnitts
(8) offen ist, und ein hinteres Ende (46b) des
zweiten Kanals, das an einem Verbindungsab-
schnitt (10) des Verbindungskabels (9) nach au-
ßen offen ist, enthält, und
gekennzeichnet ist durch
ein anbaubares/abbaubares Kanalverbin-
dungselement mit einem Verbindungsweg, der
als ein Kanal das hintere Ende (45b) des ersten
Kanals und das vordere Ende (46a) des zweiten
Kanals, die zu einer äußeren Oberfläche des
Betätigungsabschnitts (8) offen sind, direkt ver-
bindet und mit diesen kommuniziert, wobei das
anbaubare/abbaubare Kanalverbindungsele-
ment bezüglich der äußeren Oberfläche des Be-
tätigungsabschnitts (8) anbaubar/abbaubar ist,
wobei
beim Sterilisieren des Endoskops (2) mittels
Dampf hoher Temperatur und hohen Drucks
das Kanalverbindungselement abgebaut ist, um
ein Einleiten des Dampfes in den ersten Kanal
(45) und den zweiten Kanal (46) aus den Öff-
nungen des ersten hinteren Endes (45b) des
zweiten Kanals und des vorderen Endes (46a)
des zweiten Kanals zu gestatten, und beim Ver-
wenden des Endoskops (2) zur Untersuchung
und Diagnose das Kanalverbindungselement
angebaut ist, damit der erste Kanal (45) und der
zweite Kanal (46) kommunizieren und als ein
Kanal dienen können.

2. Endoskop (2) nach Anspruch 1, bei dem das Kanal-
verbindungselement ein einziges Verbindungsrohr
(47) mit einem darin ausgebildeten Verbindungsweg
ist, wobei eine Endöffnung mit dem hinteren Ende
(45b) des ersten Kanals und die andere Endöffnung
mit dem vorderen Ende (46a) des zweiten Kanals
verbunden ist.

3. Endoskop (2) nach Anspruch 2, bei dem das Ver-
bindungsrohr (47) eine Verbindungskappe enthält,
die abbaubar mit der Öffnung (45b) am hinteren En-
de und der Öffnung (46a) am vorderen Ende ver-
bunden ist.

4. Endoskop (2) nach Anspruch 1, bei dem das Kanal-
verbindungselement eine Endöffnung enthält, die
mit dem hinteren Ende (45b) des ersten Kanals ver-
bunden und die andere Endöffnung mit dem vorde-
ren Ende (46a) des zweiten Kanals verbunden ist,
und das ferner einen Verbindungsweg enthält, der
im Innern zwischen der einen Endöffnung und der
anderen Endöffnung ausgebildet ist, um eine Ver-
bindung zwischen dem hinteren Ende (45b) des er-
sten Kanals und dem vorderen Ende (46a) des zwei-
ten Kanals herzustellen.

5. Endoskop (2) nach Anspruch 1, bei dem der erste
(45) und der zweite (46) Kanal dazu dienen, Wasser
von einer Öffnung im vordersten Abschnitt (17) des
Einführabschnitts (7) zuzuführen.

Revendications

1. Endoscope (2) comprenant :

un premier canal (45) prévu dans une partie d’in-
sertion (7), et comprenant une première extré-
mité avant de canal (45a) qui est ouverte vers
l’extérieur au niveau d’une partie de pointe (17)
de la partie d’insertion (7), et une première ex-
trémité arrière de canal (45b) qui est ouverte sur
une surface externe d’une partie d’actionne-
ment (8) ;
un deuxième canal (46) prévu dans un cordon
de raccordement (9), et comprenant une deuxiè-
me extrémité avant de canal (46a) qui est ouver-
te sur la surface externe de la partie d’actionne-
ment (8), et une deuxième extrémité arrière de
canal (46b) qui est ouverte vers l’extérieur au
niveau d’une partie de raccordement (10) du
cordon de raccordement (9), et caractérisé par
un élément de raccordement de canal attacha-
ble/détachable comportant une voie de con-
nexion pour connecter et faire communiquer di-
rectement comme un canal la première extré-
mité arrière de canal (45b) et la deuxième ex-
trémité avant de canal (46a) qui sont ouvertes
sur la surface externe de la partie d’actionne-
ment (8), l’élément de raccordement de canal
attachable/détachable pouvant être attaché/dé-
taché de la surface externe de la partie d’action-
nement (8), dans lequel,
lors de la stérilisation de l’endoscope (2) à haute
température et vapeur sous haute pression,
l’élément de raccordement de canal est détaché
pour permettre l’introduction de la vapeur dans
le premier canal (45) et le deuxième canal (46)
à partir des ouvertures de la première extrémité
arrière de canal (45b) et de la deuxième extré-
mité avant de canal (46a), et lors de l’utilisation
de l’endoscope (2) pour réaliser un examen et
diagnostic, l’élément de raccordement de canal
est attaché pour permettre au premier canal (45)
et au deuxième canal (46) de communiquer pour
servir de canal.

2. Endoscope (2) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’élément de raccordement de canal est un tube de
raccordement unique (47) comportant une voie de
connexion formée dans celui-ci avec une ouverture
d’extrémité connectée à la première extrémité arriè-
re de canal (45b) et l’autre ouverture d’extrémité con-
nectée à la deuxième extrémité avant de canal (46a).
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3. Endoscope (2) selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
le tube de raccordement (47) comprend un chapeau
de raccordement qui est connecté de manière déta-
chable à l’ouverture d’extrémité arrière (45b) et à
l’ouverture d’extrémité avant (46a).

4. Endoscope (2) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’élément de raccordement de canal comprend une
ouverture d’extrémité connectée à la première ex-
trémité arrière de canal (45b) et l’autre ouverture
d’extrémité connectée à la deuxième extrémité
avant de canal (46a), et comprend en outre une voie
de raccordement formée à l’intérieur entre une
ouverture d’extrémité et l’autre ouverture d’extrémité
dans un but de raccordement entre la première ex-
trémité arrière de canal (45b) et la deuxième extré-
mité avant de canal (46a).

5. Endoscope (2) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
les premier (45) et deuxième (46) canaux sont des-
tinés à délivrer de l’eau vers l’avant à partir d’une
ouverture formée au niveau de la partie de pointe
(17) de la partie d’insertion (7).

19 20 



EP 1 656 878 B1

12



EP 1 656 878 B1

13



EP 1 656 878 B1

14



EP 1 656 878 B1

15



EP 1 656 878 B1

16



EP 1 656 878 B1

17



EP 1 656 878 B1

18

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2000051323 A [0004]
• JP 2001258832 A [0005]

• JP 11032988 A [0008]
• WO 0018521 A [0009]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

