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(54) Apparatus and method for rapid charging using shared power electronics

(57) An apparatus comprises a power electronic en-
ergy conversion system comprising a first energy storage
device (22, 182) configured to store DC energy and a
first voltage converter (20, 144) configured to convert a
second voltage from a remote power supply (36) into a
first charging voltage configured to charge the first energy
storage device (22, 182). The apparatus also includes a
first controller (24, 40, 172) configured to control the first
voltage converter (20, 144) to convert the second voltage

into the first charging voltage and to provide the first
charging voltage to the first energy storage device (22,
182) during a charging mode of operation and commu-
nicate with a second controller (24, 40, 172) located re-
motely from the power electronic energy conversion sys-
tem to cause a second charging voltage to be provided
to the first energy storage device (22, 182) during the
charging mode of operation to rapidly charge the first
energy storage device (22, 182).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Embodiments of the invention relate generally
to electric drive systems including hybrid and electric ve-
hicles and, more particularly, to rapidly charging one
electric drive system using shared power electronics of
one or more additional electric drive systems.
[0002] Hybrid electric vehicles may combine an inter-
nal combustion engine and an electric motor powered by
an energy storage device, such as a traction battery, to
propel the vehicle. Such a combination may increase
overall fuel efficiency by enabling the combustion engine
and the electric motor to each operate in respective rang-
es of increased efficiency. Electric motors, for example,
may be efficient at accelerating from a standing start,
while combustion engines may be efficient during sus-
tained periods of constant engine operation, such as in
highway driving. Having an electric motor to boost initial
acceleration allows combustion engines in hybrid vehi-
cles to be smaller and more fuel efficient.
[0003] Purely electric vehicles use stored electrical en-
ergy to power an electric motor, which propels the vehicle
and may also operate auxiliary drives. Purely electric ve-
hicles may use one or more sources of stored electrical
energy. For example, a first source of stored electrical
energy may be used to provide longer-lasting energy
while a second source of stored electrical energy may
be used to provide higher-power energy for, for example,
acceleration.
[0004] Plug-in electric vehicles, whether of the hybrid
electric type or of the purely electric type, are configured
to use electrical energy from an external source to re-
charge the traction battery. Such vehicles may include
on-road and off-road vehicles, golf cars, neighborhood
electric vehicles, forklifts, and utility trucks as examples.
These vehicles may use either off-board stationary bat-
tery chargers, on-board battery chargers, or a combina-
tion of off-board stationary battery chargers and on-board
battery chargers to transfer electrical energy from a utility
grid or renewable energy source to the vehicle’s on-board
traction battery. Plug-in vehicles may include circuitry
and connections to facilitate the recharging of the traction
battery from the utility grid or other external source, for
example. The battery charging circuitry, however, may
include dedicated components such as boost converters,
high-frequency filters, choppers, inductors, and other
electrical components dedicated only to transferring en-
ergy between the on-board electrical storage device and
the external source. These additional dedicated compo-
nents add extra cost and weight to the vehicle.
[0005] In addition, the total current available for re-
charging the on-board electrical storage device using on-
ly the on-board battery charging circuitry of the vehicle
is limited to the total current that the on-board battery
charging circuitry can supply. The on-board electrical
storage device, however, may be designed to accept a

charging current much greater than the total current sup-
plied by the on-board battery charging circuitry. Increas-
ing the total current supplied by the on-board battery
charging circuitry typically includes increasing the size
and capacity of the circuitry components, which adds yet
additional cost and weight to the vehicle.
[0006] It would therefore be desirable to provide an
apparatus to facilitate the transfer of electrical energy
from multiple external sources to the on-board electrical
storage device of a plug-in vehicle that reduces the
number of components dedicated only to transferring en-
ergy between the on-board electrical storage device and
the external source and that increases the total current
available for charging the on-board electrical storage de-
vice.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] According to one aspect of the invention, an
apparatus comprises a power electronic energy conver-
sion system comprising a first energy storage device con-
figured to store DC energy and a first voltage converter
configured to convert a stored voltage from the first en-
ergy storage device into a first voltage configured to drive
an electromechanical device. The first voltage converter
is also configured to convert a second voltage from a
remote power supply into a first charging voltage config-
ured to charge the first energy storage device. The ap-
paratus also includes a first controller configured to con-
trol the first voltage converter to convert the second volt-
age into the first charging voltage and to provide the first
charging voltage to the first energy storage device during
a charging mode of operation and communicate with a
second controller located remotely from the power elec-
tronic energy conversion system to cause a second
charging voltage to be provided to the first energy storage
device during the charging mode of operation to rapidly
charge the first energy storage device.
[0008] In accordance with another aspect of the inven-
tion, a method comprises coupling a first energy storage
device to a first voltage converter, wherein the first energy
storage device is configured to store electrical energy
and wherein the first voltage converter is configured to
convert a stored voltage from the first energy storage
device into a first voltage configured to drive a motor and
to convert a second voltage from a first remote power
supply into a first charging voltage configured to charge
the first energy storage device. The method also com-
prises coupling a first controller to the first voltage con-
verter and configuring the first controller to cause the first
voltage converter to convert the second voltage into the
first charging voltage and to provide the first charging
voltage to the first energy storage device during a rapid
charging mode of operation. The method further com-
prises configuring the first controller to cause a second
charging voltage from a second remote power supply to
be provided to the first energy storage device during the
rapid charging mode of operation to rapidly charge the
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first energy storage device.
[0009] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
invention, a system comprises a first power bus, a second
power bus, and a first vehicle. The first vehicle comprises
a first energy storage device configured to store DC en-
ergy, a first motor and a first voltage converter configured
to convert a stored voltage from the first energy storage
device into a motoring voltage configured to drive the first
motor and to convert a first voltage from the first power
bus into a first charging voltage configured to charge the
first energy storage device. The first vehicle also com-
prises a first controller configured to control the first volt-
age converter to convert the first voltage into the first
charging voltage and to provide the first charging voltage
to the first energy storage device. The system also com-
prises a first energy conversion system located remotely
from the first vehicle and comprising a second voltage
converter configured to convert the first voltage from the
first power bus into a second charging voltage configured
to charge the first energy storage device of the first ve-
hicle. The first energy conversion system further com-
prises a second controller configured to control the sec-
ond voltage converter to convert the first voltage into the
second charging voltage and to provide the second
charging voltage to the second power bus and commu-
nicate with the first controller to cause the second charg-
ing voltage to be provided from the second power bus to
the first energy storage device to rapidly charge the first
energy storage device.
[0010] Various other features and advantages will be
made apparent from the following detailed description
and the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The drawings illustrate embodiments presently
contemplated for carrying out the invention.
[0012] In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a charging
system according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a portion of the
charging system of FIG. 1 according to an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the charging system
shown in FIG. 2 according to another embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of another a portion
of the charging system of FIG. 1 according to an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of another a portion
of the charging system of FIG. 1 according to an
embodiment of the invention.

Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram of another a portion of
the charging system of FIG. 1 according to an em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig 7 is a schematic diagram of another a portion of
the charging system of FIG. 1 according to an em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig 8 is a schematic diagram of the charging unit of
FIG. 7 according to an embodiment of the invention.

Fig 9 is a schematic diagram of the charging unit of
FIG. 7 according to an embodiment of the invention.

Fig 10 is a schematic diagram of another a portion
of the charging system of FIG. 1 according to an
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0013] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of the in-
frastructure of a charging system 2 according to an em-
bodiment of the invention. Charging system 2 illustrates
a plurality of vehicles 4, 6, 8 coupled to a respective
charging bay or socket 10, 12, 14 of a charging station
16. Charging system 2 may include, in one embodiment,
a non-vehicle charging unit 18 as described below with
respect to FIGS. 7-9. According to embodiments of the
invention, vehicles 4-8 and charging station 16 are con-
figured to cooperate together to share power electronics
among the vehicles 4-8 and optional off-board charging
unit 18 to provide a charging current to one of the vehi-
cles, such as vehicle 6, to augment and increase the
charging current generated by the vehicle alone.
[0014] Each vehicle 4-8 includes a plurality of power
electronics 20 coupled to a least one energy storage de-
vice 22. During operation of vehicle 4-8, a controller 24
causes a DC voltage from energy storage device 22 to
be modified and delivered to an electromechanical de-
vice or motor 26 mechanically coupled to one or more
driving wheels or axles 28 during a motoring mode of
operation. In another embodiment, the DC voltage from
energy storage device 22 may be modified and delivered
to another load (not shown) such as air conditioning com-
pressors, fans, pumps, or other auxiliary drives.
[0015] Vehicles 4-8 may include AC motors 26, and
controller 24 is configured to cause a DC voltage from
energy storage device 22 to be inverted to an AC voltage
via power electronics 20 for delivery to motor 26. In this
embodiment, vehicles 4-8 may be on-road and off-road
vehicles or utility trucks, for example. In another embod-
iment, vehicles 4-8 may include DC motors 26, and con-
troller 24 is configured to cause a DC voltage from energy
storage device 22 to be converted to a variable DC volt-
age via power electronics 20 for delivery to motor 26 dur-
ing a motoring mode of operation. In this embodiment,
vehicles 4-8 may be fork lift trucks, golf cars, or neigh-
borhood electric vehicles, for example.
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[0016] When a vehicle 4-8 is parked or not in use, it
may be desirable to plug the vehicle into, for example,
the utility grid or to a renewable energy source to refresh
or recharge energy storage device 22. Accordingly, ve-
hicles 4-8 are coupleable to charging station 16 via a
connection system 30 comprising mating contacts 32,
34. Charging station 16 includes a power bus 36 config-
ured to supply or provide power to power electronics 20
of the vehicle 4-8. In one embodiment, power bus 36 is
a 3-phase AC power bus such as the utility grid. It is
contemplated, however, that power bus 36 may include
any number of phases and may supply or receive AC or
DC power.
[0017] According to embodiments of the invention,
charging station 16 includes a shared DC voltage bus 38
configured to augment and increase the charging current
generated by one of the vehicles coupled to charging
station 16. Charging station 16 also includes a controller
40 coupled to a plurality of contactor groups 42, 44, 46
for each charging bay 10, 12, 14 available at charging
station 16. In one embodiment, each contactor group
42-46 has a pair of contactors 48, 50 coupled to shared
DC voltage bus 38 and a plurality of contactors 52, 54,
56 coupled to power bus 36. Controller 40 is configured
to control contactors 48-56 and to communicate with
each vehicle controller 24 to direct and control charging
of the vehicles coupled to charging station 16. In one
embodiment, controller 40 is configured to communicate
with each vehicle controller 24 via power line communi-
cations over power bus 36. However, other modes of
communication, such as wireless communication or
communication via a dedicated communication line, are
also contemplated herein.
[0018] As illustrated in FIG. 1, vehicles 4-8 are coupled
to charging station 16. According to the embodiment
shown, vehicles 4 and 8 are using their power electronics
20 to provide power from power bus 36 to shared DC
voltage bus 38 such that the charging power provided to
the energy storage device 22 of vehicle 6 may augment-
ed. That is, while vehicle 6 draws power from power bus
36 for conversion into a charging power provided to its
energy storage device 22, the additional charging power
provided and controlled by vehicles 4 and 8 is also pro-
vided to the energy storage device 22 via shared DC
voltage bus 38, and the energy storage device 22 of ve-
hicle 6 may accordingly be rapidly charged.
[0019] In one embodiment, the cost to a vehicle owner
for plugging into charging station 16 and drawing charg-
ing power therefrom may vary per unit charge according
to a level of charging mode desired. For example, charg-
ing station 16 may be configured to allow selection of a
rapid/sharing charging mode, a non-rapid/non-sharing
charging mode, and a non-rapid/sharing charging mode.
[0020] In the rapid/sharing charging mode, the vehicle
is connected to charging station 16 and awaits its turn to
rapidly charge its energy storage device 22. In this mode,
the respective contactors 48, 50 are closed such that the
vehicle’s charging bus may be coupled to shared DC

voltage bus 38. While the vehicle is awaiting its turn for
rapid charging and after its turn has been completed, its
power electronics 20 are shared with other vehicles cou-
pled to charging station 16 via the respective contactors
48, 50 to charge another vehicle currently allowed to rap-
idly charge its energy storage device 22.
[0021] In the non-rapid/non-sharing charging mode,
the vehicle is connected to charging station 16 and begins
to charge its energy storage device 22 only from the pow-
er electronics 20 on-board the vehicle without connection
of its energy storage device 22 to the shared DC voltage
bus 38. That is, in this charging mode, the respective
contactors 48, 50 remain open, and the vehicle’s energy
storage device 22 is charged solely via the vehicle’s on-
board power electronics 20.
[0022] In the non-rapid/sharing charging mode, the ve-
hicle is connected to charging station 16, and the respec-
tive contactors 48, 50 are closed such that the vehicle’s
charging bus may be coupled to shared DC voltage bus
38. In this charging mode, the vehicle participates in pow-
er electronics sharing while another vehicle is rapidly
charging its energy storage device 22. The vehicle, how-
ever, is disconnected from shared DC voltage bus 38 if
no other vehicle is in a rapid charging mode, and the
vehicle’s power electronics 20 are used to charge the
vehicle’s energy storage device 22 solely via the vehicle’s
on-board power electronics 20. When another vehicle
later enters a rapid charging mode, the vehicle again par-
ticipates in power electronics sharing during this time.
[0023] According to one embodiment, the rapid/shar-
ing charging mode may result in the highest cost per
charging unit for a vehicle owner/operator, and the non-
rapid/sharing charging mode may result in the least cost
per charging unit for a vehicle owner/operator. As such,
the vehicle owner/operator may be charged at a premium
rate, for example, for the ability to rapidly charge the ve-
hicle’s energy storage device 22 in the rapid/sharing
charging mode, while the vehicle owner/operator may be
charged at a reduced rate, for example, for sharing the
vehicle’s power electronics 20 in the non-rapid/sharing
charging mode. For the non-rapid/ non-sharing charging
mode, the vehicle owner/operator may be charged at a
rate, for example, between the premium rate and the re-
duced rate. The decision of which charging mode to se-
lect may be made by the vehicle owner/operator based
on the need of the energy storage device 22 to receive
a rapid charge and the comparative costs between the
charging modes.
[0024] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a portion of
the charging system 2 of FIG. 1 according to an embod-
iment of the invention. FIG. 2 shows exemplary schemat-
ics for each vehicle 4, 6. Each vehicle 4, 6 includes a
traction system 58 that includes energy storage device
22 and power electronics 20. Power electronics 20 in-
clude a bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverter 60 cou-
pled to energy storage device 22 via a DC bus 62. In one
embodiment, energy storage device 22 is a high-voltage
energy storage device and may be a battery, a flywheel
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system, fuel cell, an ultracapacitor, or the like. A DC link
filter capacitor 64 is coupled across DC bus 62 to filter
high-frequency currents on DC bus 62. A contactor 66
coupled to DC bus 62 allows energy storage device 22
to be decoupled from DC bus 62. Bi-directional DC-to-
AC voltage inverter 60 is a voltage converter and includes
six half phase modules 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, and 78 that
are paired to form three phases 80, 82, and 84. Each
phase 80, 82, 84 is coupled to a pair of conductors 86,
88 of DC bus 62.
[0025] Motor 26 is coupled to bi-directional DC-to-AC
voltage inverter 60. In one embodiment, motor 26 is a
traction motor mechanically coupled to one or more driv-
ing wheels or axles 28 (shown in FIG. 1) or other electrical
apparatus including cranes, elevators, or lifts. Electro-
mechanical device 26 includes a plurality of windings 90,
92, and 94 coupled to respective phases 80, 82, 84 of
bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverter 60. Windings
90-94 are also coupled together to form a node 96. During
the charging of energy storage device 22 via charging
station 16 and after receiving communication and confir-
mation of charging mode from controller 40, controller 24
causes a plurality of contactors 98, 100, 102 to respec-
tively decouple windings 90-94 from bi-directional DC-
to-AC voltage inverter 60 such that motor 26 remains
unpowered.
[0026] Controller 24 is coupled to half phase modules
68-78 via a plurality of lines 104. During use of vehicle
4, 6 in a non-charging mode, controller 24 applies appro-
priate control of half phase modules 68-78 and controls
bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverter 60 to convert a
DC voltage or current on DC bus 62 to an AC voltage or
current for supply to windings 90-94. Accordingly, the DC
voltage or current from energy storage device 22 may be
converted into an AC voltage or current and delivered to
motor 26 to drive wheels 28. In other non-vehicle propul-
sion systems, the drive wheels 28 may be another type
of load (not shown), including a pump, fan, winch, crane,
elevator, or other motor driven loads. In a regenerative
braking mode, electromechanical device 26 may be op-
erated as a generator to brake wheels 28 or, for non-
vehicle propulsion systems, other types of loads and to
provide AC voltage or current to bi-directional DC-to-AC
voltage inverter 60 for inversion into a DC voltage or cur-
rent onto DC bus 62 that is suitable for recharging energy
storage device 22.
[0027] Contactors 48, 50 are in the open state prior to
coupling vehicles 4, 6 to charging station 16. Depending
on the communication medium between controller 40 and
the controllers 24 of vehicles 4, 6, contactors 52-56 may
be in the open or closed state. For example, if controller
40 and the controllers 24 of vehicles 4, 6 are configured
to communicate over the power line, contactors 52-56
may be in the closed state to allow such communications
when a vehicle 4, 6 is coupled to charging station 16.
However, if controller 40 and the controllers 24 of vehicles
4, 6 are configured to communicate via a different com-
munication mode, contactors 52-56 may be in the open

state. Contactors 98-102 are put into the open state prior
to closing contactors 52-56 such that motor 26 remains
unpowered during connection to charging station 16 as
described above.
[0028] When a vehicle, such as vehicle 6, is plugged
into or coupled to charging station 16, controller 40 es-
tablishes communication with the controller 24 of vehicle
6 to determine the desired charging mode and other pa-
rameters. The other parameters may include, for exam-
ple, whether the DC nominal voltage of energy storage
device 22 is within a given threshold and within minimum
and maximum voltage limits of the charging station 16.
If the desired charging mode includes sharing power
electronics and another vehicle is in the rapid charging
mode, controller 40 closes contactors 48, 50 and com-
municates with controller 24 of vehicle 6 that its power
electronics 20 should convert power from power bus 36
for providing power to shared DC voltage bus 38. If the
desired charging mode includes rapidly charging the en-
ergy storage device 22 of vehicle 6, controller 40 com-
municates with controller 24 of vehicle 6 when it is pos-
sible to close contactor 66 to begin the rapid charging of
the energy storage device 22 of vehicle 6.
[0029] The other parameters may also include a status
of the energy storage device 22 currently being charged.
For example, the controller 24 of vehicle 6 may be con-
figured to monitor energy storage device 22 using known
algorithms to prevent overcharge, etc. In another embod-
iment, the controller 24 of vehicle 6 may be configured
to communicate commands through controller 40 to the
controllers 24 of the other vehicles. These commands
may be, for example, commands for the other vehicles
to start ramping the current on shared DC voltage bus
38, to hold the current on shared DC voltage bus 38 at
the present value, or to start lowering the current on
shared DC voltage bus 38 by a delta amount.
[0030] Controller 24 is configured to control half phase
modules 68-78 to boost the voltage of the power supplied
thereto from power bus 36 such that charging power may
be provided to energy storage device 22 or to shared DC
voltage bus 38 that is a voltage greater than that allow-
able through simple full-wave rectification of the power
from power bus 36 without boosting. Respective pairs of
half phase modules 68-70, 72-74, 76-78, together with a
plurality of respective inductors 106, 108, 110, form in-
dividual boost converters that operate to boost the cur-
rent and/or voltage of the power supplied thereto from
power bus 36. In one embodiment, inductors 106-110
are high frequency inductor components located in
charging station 16 and are off board of vehicles 4, 6. In
another embodiment, inductors 106-110 represent a
leakage inductance of the line transformer of power bus
36.
[0031] When one or more vehicles, such as vehicle 6
and/or vehicle 8, is used to share its power electronics
20 with the power electronics 20 of vehicle 6 for the rapid
charging of the energy storage device 22 of vehicle 6,
the bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverters 60 operate
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essentially in parallel.
[0032] After charging is complete or when a vehicle
operator desires to unplug the vehicle from the charging
station 16, controller 40 establishes handshaking com-
munication with the controller 24 of the vehicle, such as
vehicle 6, to confirm that the vehicle is in a non-charging
mode and that the vehicle is disconnected from charging
station 16. In one embodiment, for example, contacts 32,
34 of connection system 30 may be disengaged only after
contactors 48-56 of the respective charging bay 10-14
have been opened and after the contacts 32, 34 have
been unlocked. An indicator (not shown) on the vehicle,
the connection system 30, or the charging station 16 may
indicate a locked/unlocked status of the connection sys-
tem 30.
[0033] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the charging
system shown in FIG. 2 according to another embodi-
ment of the invention. In addition to that shown with re-
spect to FIG. 2, charging station 16 includes a multi-
phase transformer 112, 114 for each charging bay 10,
12 available at charging station 16. Multi-phase trans-
formers 112, 114 provide electrical isolation of the power
electronics 20 from power bus 36. In addition, the outputs
of the bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverters 60 via
contactors 48, 50 operate in parallel while the inputs to
the bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverters 60 via con-
tactors 52-56 are removed from parallel operation. While
wye-delta three-phase transformers are shown, it is con-
templated that other arrangements (such as a zigzag
winding arrangement) could be used to achieve alterna-
tive waveform phase shifting to reduce harmonic currents
on the utility. Multi-phase transformers 112, 114 also al-
low selecting the most desired AC voltage for feeding the
power electronics 20.
[0034] Vehicles 4, 6 also include a charge resistor 116
and a charge contactor 118. In an embodiment of the
invention, charge contactor 118 may be closed to limit
current flowing into energy storage device 22 when its
voltage is below a predetermined threshold during an
initial charge of energy storage device 22.
[0035] FIG. 4 shows a schematic diagram of a traction
system 120 of vehicle 6 according to another embodi-
ment of the invention. Elements and components com-
mon to traction systems 58 and 120 will be discussed
relative to the same reference numbers as appropriate.
In addition to the components common with traction sys-
tem 58, traction system 120 includes a second energy
storage device 122 coupled to DC bus 62 to provide pow-
er to bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverter 60 to drive
motor 26 and wheels 28 (shown in FIG. 1). In one em-
bodiment, second energy storage device 122 is a low-
voltage energy storage device and may be a battery, a
fuel cell, an ultracapacitor, or the like. First energy storage
device 22 may be configured to provide a higher power
than second energy storage device 122 to provide power
during, for example, acceleration periods of the vehicle.
Second energy storage device 122 may be configured
to provide a higher energy than first energy storage de-

vice 22 to provide a longer-lasting power to the vehicle
to increase a traveling distance thereof. As illustrated in
FIG. 4, in one embodiment, first energy storage device
22 is an ultracapacitor.
[0036] A plurality of bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage
converters 124, 126, 128 are configured to convert one
DC voltage into another DC voltage. Bi-directional DC-
to-DC voltage converter 124-128 are coupleable to sec-
ond energy storage device 122 via a node 130 coupled
to a contactor 132 and are coupled to DC bus 62. Each
bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage converter 124-128 in-
cludes an inductor 134 coupled to a pair of half phase
modules 136, 138. For illustrative purposes, half phase
modules 136, 138 are shown to include insulated gate
bipolar transistors (IGBTs). However, embodiments of
the invention are not limited to IGBTs. Any appropriate
electronic switch can be used, such as, for example, met-
al oxide semiconductor field effect transistors (MOS-
FETs), Silicon Carbide (SiC) MOSFETs, bipolar junction
transistors (BJTs), and metal oxide semiconductor con-
trolled thyristors (MCTs).
[0037] Controller 24 is coupled to bi-directional DC-to-
DC voltage converters 124-128 via lines 104, and energy
provided via second energy storage device 122 is boost-
ed by control of bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage convert-
ers 124-128 to provide the higher voltage to DC bus 62.
The energy provided via second energy storage device
122 to DC bus 62 is inverted via bi-directional DC-to-AC
voltage inverter 60 and provided to motor electromechan-
ical device 26. Similarly, energy generated during a re-
generative braking mode may also be used to re-charge
second energy storage device 122 via bi-directional DC-
to-AC voltage inverter 60 and via bucking control of bi-
directional DC-to-DC voltage converters 124-128.
[0038] As shown in FIG. 4, bi-directional DC-to-AC
voltage inverter 60 of vehicle 6 is not coupled to second
energy storage device 122 directly in parallel. Instead,
as described above, power provided to DC bus 62 to
charge second energy storage device 122 is controlled
via bucking control of bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage
converters 124-128. In an embodiment of the invention,
the voltage capacity of second energy storage device
122 is lower than a rectified voltage of the voltage on
power bus 36. Accordingly, bi-directional DC-to-AC volt-
age inverter 60 need not boost the voltage on power bus
36 but may be used to simply rectify the power bus volt-
age. That is, the switches in half phase modules 68-78
need not be switched or controlled via controller 24 in a
charging operation of second energy storage device 122
using charging station 16. While bi-directional DC-to-AC
voltage inverter 60 need not boost the voltage on power
bus 36, it may nevertheless be controlled to do so. In
addition, an isolation or multi-phase transformer, such
as multi-phase transformer 112 shown in FIG. 3, may be
used as described above with charging station 16 shown
in FIG. 4. If switching control of half phase modules 68-78
is not used such that current from power bus 36 is not
shaped via the switching control, harmonic currents may
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be reduced by employing various phase shifting arrange-
ments of the isolation transformer to cancel harmonics.
[0039] To rapidly charge second energy storage de-
vice 122, controllers 24 and 40 can cooperate together
to close contactors 48, 50 and contactor 132 of traction
system 120 coupled to second energy storage device
122 such that the current from shared DC voltage bus
38 provided from other vehicles or from non-vehicle
charging unit 18, for example, may be joined with charg-
ing current provided by bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage
converters 124-128. Controllers 24 and 40 can also co-
operate together to close contactors 48, 50 and to open
contactor 132 such that vehicle 6 can share its power
electronics 20 for rapid charging of the energy storage
device of another vehicle coupled to charging station 16.
[0040] FIG. 5 shows a schematic diagram of traction
system 120 of vehicle 6 according to another embodi-
ment of the invention. As shown in FIG. 5, first energy
storage device 22 is a high-voltage energy storage de-
vice such as a battery, a fuel cell, or the like as described
above and has a voltage capacity higher than a rectified
voltage of the voltage on power bus 36. Second energy
storage device 122 may be configured, in an embodi-
ment, to have a power limit that does not allow high power
rapid charge as described above with respect to FIG. 4.
In this embodiment, charging current supplied through
shared DC voltage bus 38 to vehicle 6 is directed, via
boost control of bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage convert-
ers 124-128, to DC bus 62 of vehicle 6 together with the
charging current provided to DC bus 62 via boost control
of phases 80-84 of bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage in-
verter 60. The charging current on DC bus 62 is directed
to energy storage device 22 through contactor 66 to rap-
idly charge energy storage device 22. In this manner, six
channels of the traction system 120 may be used to rap-
idly charge energy storage device 22. In one embodi-
ment, charging of second energy storage device 122 may
be accomplished by opening contactors 48, 50, closing
contactor 132, and bucking charging current on DC bus
62 supplied thereto by either energy storage device 22
or by rectification of power from power bus 36.
[0041] FIG. 6 shows a schematic diagram of traction
system 120 of FIG. 5 according to another embodiment
of the invention. A contactor 140 is coupled to a node
142 coupled between second energy storage device 122
and contactor 132. As shown, bi-directional DC-to-DC
voltage converter 128 is coupled to node 142, while bi-
directional DC-to-DC voltage converters 124, 126 remain
coupled to node 130.
[0042] In this embodiment, it is possible to charge en-
ergy storage device 22 via six channels of traction system
120 as described above with respect to FIG. 5. That is,
by opening contactor 140 and by closing contactor 132,
bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage converters 124-128 and
phases 80-84 of bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverter
60 may be controlled in a boosting mode to provide charg-
ing current to energy storage device 22 via DC bus 62
and contactor 66.

[0043] Alternatively, it is possible to charge energy
storage device 22 via five channels of traction system
120 while simultaneously charging second energy stor-
age device 122 via one channel of traction system 120.
That is, controller 24 may open contactor 132 and cause
bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage converters 124-126 and
phases 80-84 of bi-directional DC-to-AC voltage inverter
60 in a boosting mode to provide charging current to DC
bus 62. Controller 24 may then close contactor 66 to con-
trol rapid charging of energy storage device 22. In addi-
tion, controller 24 may also close contactor 140 and con-
trol bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage converter 128 in a
bucking mode to charge second energy storage device
122.
[0044] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of another portion
of the charging system 2 of FIG. 1 according to an em-
bodiment of the invention. FIG. 7 shows exemplary sche-
matics for vehicle 6 and for non-vehicle charging unit 18.
Charging unit 18 includes an AC-to-DC voltage inverter
144 coupleable to shared DC voltage bus 38 via a DC
bus 146 and via contactors 48, 50. A DC link filter capac-
itor 148 is coupled across DC bus 146. AC-to-DC voltage
inverter 144 includes six half phase modules 150, 152,
154, 156, 158, and 160 that are paired to form three phas-
es 162, 164, and 166. Each phase 162, 164, 166 is cou-
pled to a pair of conductors 168, 170 of DC bus 146. A
controller 172 is coupled to half phase modules 150-160
via a plurality of lines 174 and controls respective pairs
of half phase modules 150-152, 154-156, 158-160, to-
gether with a plurality of respective inductors 176, 178,
180, to boost the current and/or voltage of the power
supplied thereto from power bus 36. In one embodiment,
inductors 176-180 are high frequency inductor compo-
nents located in charging system 16. In another embod-
iment, inductors 176-180 represent a leakage inductance
of the line transformer of power bus 36.
[0045] Charging unit 18 may be included in charging
system 2 to further increase the power available for rapid
charging of a single vehicle. In addition, charging unit 18
allows the rapid charging of the energy storage device
22 of vehicle 6 at a higher power levels than are available
from the on-board power electronics 20 of vehicle 6 even
when no other vehicle is coupled to charging station 16
or when no other vehicle is configured to share its power
electronics. Combining the on-board power electronics
20 of vehicle 6 with the power electronics of charging unit
18 allows rapid charging of the energy storage device 22
of vehicle 6 from a lower cost, lower power rated, off-
board charger versus rapid charging via using exclusively
off-board power electronics. For example, if the on-board
power electronics 20 of vehicle 6 are rated at 99 kW and
the off-board power electronics of charging unit 18 are
rated at 100 kW, then 199 kW of rapid charge power may
be provided to energy storage device 22 of vehicle 6. If
two other vehicles, such as vehicles 4 and 8, are also
coupled to charging station 16 and configured to share
their power electronics 20 rated at 99 kW each, then 397
kW of rapid charge power may be provided to energy
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storage device 22 of vehicle 6. The power ratings spec-
ified in this example are merely exemplary, and other
power ratings are contemplated. For example, charging
unit 18 may be designed such that its power electronics
are rated higher than 100 kW. The design of the power
ratings of charging unit 18 may be based in part on the
complexity and costs of the construction of charging sys-
tem 2.
[0046] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of charging unit
18 of FIG. 7 according to another embodiment of the
invention. Elements and components common to the
charging units 18 shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 will be dis-
cussed relative to the same reference numbers as ap-
propriate. In addition to the components common with
charging unit 18 of FIG. 7, charging unit 18 of FIG 8 in-
cludes an energy storage device 182 coupleable to a DC
bus 184 via a contactor 186. Energy storage device 182
is configured to provide additional power to shared DC
voltage bus 38. In one embodiment, energy storage de-
vice 182 is a high-voltage energy storage device and may
be a battery, a flywheel system, fuel cell, an ultracapac-
itor, or the like.
[0047] A plurality of bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage
converters 188, 190, 192 are configured to convert one
DC voltage into another DC voltage. Bi-directional DC-
to-DC voltage converter 188-192 are coupled to DC bus
184 and are coupleable to energy storage device 182 via
contactor 186. Each bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage con-
verter 188-192 includes an inductor 194 coupled to a pair
of half phase modules 196, 198. For illustrative purposes,
half phase modules 196, 198 are shown to include insu-
lated gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs). However, embod-
iments of the invention are not limited to IGBTs. Any ap-
propriate electronic switch can be used, such as, for ex-
ample, metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistors
(MOSFETs), Silicon Carbide (SiC) MOSFETs, bipolar
junction transistors (BJTs), and metal oxide semiconduc-
tor controlled thyristors (MCTs). Bi-directional DC-to-DC
voltage converter 188-192 are coupleable to contactor
50 via a contactor 200, and DC bus 146 is coupleable to
contactor 50 via a contactor 202. A contactor 204 is con-
figured to couple DC bus 146 to DC bus 184. In addition,
controller 172 is coupled to bi-directional DC-to-DC volt-
age converters 188-192 via lines 174.
[0048] Energy storage device 182 allows the rapid
charging of a vehicle energy storage device, such as en-
ergy storage device 22 of vehicle 6, at a higher power
levels than are available from AC-to-DC voltage inverter
144 alone. During a vehicle charging operation using
both AC-to-DC voltage inverter 144 and energy storage
device 182, controller 172 causes contactor 204 to open
and causes contactors 186, 200, and 202 to close. Con-
troller 172 then controls respective pairs of half phase
modules 150-152, 154-156, 158-160, together with in-
ductors 176-180 to boost the current and/or voltage of
the power supplied thereto from power bus 36 and to
deliver the boosted current/voltage to shared DC voltage
bus 38. In addition, controller 172 controls bi-directional

DC-to-DC voltage converters 188-192 to buck a voltage
from energy storage device 182 and to deliver the boost-
ed current to shared DC voltage bus 38. DC bus 146 and
DC bus 184 may be independently controlled to provide
energy to shared DC voltage bus 38.
[0049] Energy storage device 182 may be charged by
closing contactors 186, 204 and by opening contactors
200, 202. In this manner, controller 172 controls respec-
tive pairs of half phase modules 150-152, 154-156,
158-160, together with inductors 176-180 to boost the
voltage of the power supplied thereto from power bus 36
and to deliver the boosted voltage to energy storage de-
vice 182. In an embodiment of the invention, the charging
of energy storage device 182 may be performed during
periods of low demand or low cost, for example, for the
power on power bus 36. Energy storage device 182 may
be used to augment the power provided to shared DC
voltage bus 38 via AC-to-DC voltage inverter 144 during
periods of high demand or high cost, for example, such
as during high temperature days.
[0050] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of charging unit
18 of FIG. 8 according to another embodiment of the
invention. Elements and components common to the
charging units 18 shown in FIGS. 7-9 will be discussed
relative to the same reference numbers as appropriate.
In addition to the components common with charging unit
18 of FIGS. 7 and 8, charging unit 18 of FIG 9 includes
a second energy storage device 206 coupleable to bi-
directional DC-to-DC voltage converter 192 via a contac-
tor 208. In one embodiment, second energy storage de-
vice 206 is a low-voltage energy storage device and may
be a battery, a fuel cell, an ultracapacitor, or the like.
Energy storage device 182 may be configured to provide
a higher power than second energy storage device 206.
Second energy storage device 206 may be configured
to provide a higher energy than energy storage device
182. Bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage converters 188,
190 are coupleable to contactor 50 via a contactor 210.
[0051] Second energy storage device 206 allows the
rapid charging of a vehicle energy storage device, such
as energy storage device 22 of vehicle 6, at a higher
power levels than are available from AC-to-DC voltage
inverter 144 and energy storage device 182. During a
vehicle charging operation using AC-to-DC voltage in-
verter 144, energy storage device 182, and second en-
ergy storage device 206, controller 172 causes contactor
204 to open and causes contactors 186, 202, 208, and
210 to close. Controller 172 then controls respective pairs
of half phase modules 150-152, 154-156, 158-160, to-
gether with inductors 176-180 to boost the voltage of the
power supplied thereto from power bus 36 and to deliver
the boosted voltage to shared DC voltage bus 38. Con-
troller 172 controls bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage con-
verter 192 to boost a voltage from second energy storage
device 206 and to deliver the boosted voltage to DC bus
184. Controller 172 also controls bi-directional DC-to-DC
voltage converters 188-190 to buck a voltage from ener-
gy storage device 182 and the boosted voltage from sec-
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ond energy storage device 206 and to deliver the boosted
current/voltage to shared DC voltage bus 38. DC bus 146
and DC bus 184 may be independently controlled to pro-
vide energy to shared DC voltage bus 38. In addition,
contactors 186, 208 and bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage
converters 188-190 may be independently controlled to
convert energy from either energy storage device 182 or
second energy storage device 206 for delivery to shared
DC voltage bus 38.
[0052] Second energy storage device 206 may be
charged by closing contactors 204, 208 and by opening
contactors 186, 202, 210. In this manner, controller 172
controls respective pairs of half phase modules 150-152,
154-156, 158-160, together with inductors 176-180 to
boost the current and/or voltage of the power supplied
thereto from power bus 36 and to deliver the boosted
voltage to DC bus 184. From DC bus 184, current/voltage
is provided to second energy storage device 206 via
bucking control of bi-directional DC-to-DC voltage con-
verter 192. In another embodiment of the invention, the
charging of energy storage device 182 may be performed
during periods of low demand or low cost, for example,
for the power on power bus 36. Energy storage device
182 may be used to augment the power provided to
shared DC voltage bus 38 via AC-to-DC voltage inverter
144 during periods of high demand or high cost, for ex-
ample, such as during high temperature days. Controller
172 may open contactors 202, 204, 210 and close con-
tactors 186 208 and control bi-directional DC-to-DC volt-
age converter 192 to buck energy provided to DC bus
184 from energy storage device 182.
[0053] FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram of charg-
ing system 2 according to another embodiment of the
invention. As shown in FIG. 10, contactor groups 42, 44
are positioned on board vehicles 4, 6. According to an
embodiment, controllers 24 of vehicles 4, 6 are config-
ured to control contactors 48-56 and to communicate with
each other via power line communications over power
bus 36 or via other modes of communication as described
above. In this manner, charging station 16 only provides
connections to power bus 36 and shared DC voltage bus
38 for charging, rapid charging, and sharing power elec-
tronics 20 between vehicles 4, 6. Controllers 24 of vehi-
cles 4, 6 are configured to communicate with each other
regarding the rapid charging and power electronic shar-
ing therebetween. While only vehicles 4 and 6 are illus-
trated in FIG. 10, it is contemplated that more than two
vehicles could be configured and coupled together in the
manner shown.
[0054] FIG. 10 also shows an embodiment of connec-
tion system 30 coupled to vehicles 4, 6. In this manner,
a cord or tether 212 coupled to mating contact 34 and
coupling each vehicle 4, 6 to charging station 16 may be
extend from and be supplied by the charging station 16
rather than being provided on board vehicles 4, 6 to re-
duce a cost and/or weight of vehicles 4, 6.
[0055] Embodiments of the invention thus use compo-
nents such as inverters and converters already on-board

a traction control system to charge one or more energy
storage devices of the traction control system and to pro-
vide charging current to other traction control systems in
a sharing mode. In this manner, these components may
be used for the dual purposes of motoring and recharging
the energy storage devices. Using the on-board compo-
nents of one or more vehicles to rapidly charge the energy
storage device of another vehicle allows for off-board
charging stations to have a simple, low cost design. In
addition, charging may be organized in a cost effective
pricing schedule such that charging becomes more cost
effective when the choice of sharing the power electron-
ics of the vehicle for other vehicles is selected. Rapid,
fast charging of the on-board energy storage devices
may be thus accomplished through vehicle power elec-
tronics sharing such that off-board charging stations may
be constructed and operated in a more cost effective
manner than an off-board charging station built to provide
high levels of current and power for rapid charging alone.
[0056] A technical contribution for the disclosed appa-
ratus is that it provides for a controller implemented tech-
nique for rapidly charging one electric drive system using
shared power electronics of one or more additional elec-
tric drive systems.
[0057] According to one embodiment of the invention,
an apparatus comprises a power electronic energy con-
version system comprising a first energy storage device
configured to store DC energy and a first voltage con-
verter configured to convert a stored voltage from the
first energy storage device into a first voltage configured
to drive an electromechanical device. The first voltage
converter is also configured to convert a second voltage
from a remote power supply into a first charging voltage
configured to charge the first energy storage device. The
apparatus also includes a first controller configured to
control the first voltage converter to convert the second
voltage into the first charging voltage and to provide the
first charging voltage to the first energy storage device
during a charging mode of operation and communicate
with a second controller located remotely from the power
electronic energy conversion system to cause a second
charging voltage to be provided to the first energy storage
device during the charging mode of operation to rapidly
charge the first energy storage device.
[0058] In accordance with another embodiment of the
invention, a method comprises coupling a first energy
storage device to a first voltage converter, wherein the
first energy storage device is configured to store electrical
energy and wherein the first voltage converter is config-
ured to convert a stored voltage from the first energy
storage device into a first voltage configured to drive a
motor and to convert a second voltage from a first remote
power supply into a first charging voltage configured to
charge the first energy storage device. The method also
comprises coupling a first controller to the first voltage
converter and configuring the first controller to cause the
first voltage converter to convert the second voltage into
the first charging voltage and to provide the first charging
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voltage to the first energy storage device during a rapid
charging mode of operation. The method further com-
prises configuring the first controller to cause a second
charging voltage from a second remote power supply to
be provided to the first energy storage device during the
rapid charging mode of operation to rapidly charge the
first energy storage device.
[0059] In accordance with yet another embodiment of
the invention, a system comprises a first power bus, a
second power bus, and a first vehicle. The first vehicle
comprises a first energy storage device configured to
store DC energy, a first motor and a first voltage converter
configured to convert a stored voltage from the first en-
ergy storage device into a motoring voltage configured
to drive the first motor and to convert a first voltage from
the first power bus into a first charging voltage configured
to charge the first energy storage device. The first vehicle
also comprises a first controller configured to control the
first voltage converter to convert the first voltage into the
first charging voltage and to provide the first charging
voltage to the first energy storage device. The system
also comprises a first energy conversion system located
remotely from the first vehicle and comprising a second
voltage converter configured to convert the first voltage
from the first power bus into a second charging voltage
configured to charge the first energy storage device of
the first vehicle. The first energy conversion system fur-
ther comprises a second controller configured to control
the second voltage converter to convert the first voltage
into the second charging voltage and to provide the sec-
ond charging voltage to the second power bus and com-
municate with the first controller to cause the second
charging voltage to be provided from the second power
bus to the first energy storage device to rapidly charge
the first energy storage device.
[0060] While the invention has been described in detail
in connection with only a limited number of embodiments,
it should be readily understood that the invention is not
limited to such disclosed embodiments. Rather, the in-
vention can be modified to incorporate any number of
variations, alterations, substitutions or equivalent ar-
rangements not heretofore described, but which are com-
mensurate with the spirit and scope of the invention. Ad-
ditionally, while various embodiments of the invention
have been described, it is to be understood that aspects
of the invention may include only some of the described
embodiments. Accordingly, the invention is not to be
seen as limited by the foregoing description, but is only
limited by the scope of the appended claims.
[0061] Various aspects of the present invention are de-
fined in the following numbered clauses:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a power electronic energy conversion system
comprising:

a first energy storage device configured to

store DC energy;
a first voltage converter configured to:

convert a stored voltage from the first
energy storage device into a first volt-
age configured to drive an electrome-
chanical device; and
convert a second voltage from a remote
power supply into a first charging volt-
age configured to charge the first ener-
gy storage device; and

a first controller configured to:

control the first voltage converter to
convert the second voltage into the first
charging voltage and to provide the first
charging voltage to the first energy stor-
age device during a charging mode of
operation; and
communicate with a second controller
located remotely from the power elec-
tronic energy conversion system to
cause a second charging voltage to be
provided to the first energy storage de-
vice during the charging mode of oper-
ation to rapidly charge the first energy
storage device.

2. The apparatus of clause 1, wherein the first con-
troller is further configured to control the first voltage
converter to convert the second voltage into a shared
charging voltage during a sharing mode of operation
and to provide the shared charging voltage to a sec-
ond energy storage device located remotely from the
power electronic energy conversion system and cou-
pled to the power electronic energy conversion sys-
tem via a shared voltage bus.

3. The apparatus of clause 1 or clause 2, wherein
the power electronic energy conversion system fur-
ther comprises:

a second energy storage device configured to
store DC energy;
a second voltage converter configured to con-
vert a stored voltage from the second energy
storage device into a third voltage; and
wherein the first controller is further configured
to convert the third voltage into the first voltage.

4. The apparatus of clause 3, wherein the first con-
troller is further configured to:

control the second voltage converter to convert
the first charging voltage into a second charging
voltage and to provide the second charging volt-
age to the second energy storage device during
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the charging mode of operation; and
control the second voltage converter to convert
the first charging voltage into a shared charging
voltage during a sharing mode of operation and
to provide the shared charging voltage to a third
energy storage device located remotely from the
power electronic energy conversion system and
coupled to the power electronic energy system
conversion via a shared voltage bus.

5. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the power electronic energy conversion system fur-
ther comprises:

a charge resistor;
a charge contactor coupled to the charge resis-
tor; and
wherein the first controller is further configured
to control the charge contactor such that current
is directed to flow through the charge resistor
prior to flowing into the first energy storage de-
vice.

6. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the power electronic energy conversion system is
located on a first vehicle and wherein the second
controller is located on a second vehicle different
from the first vehicle.

7. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the first vehicle comprises one of an on-road vehicle,
an off-road vehicle, a utility truck, a fork lift truck, a
golf car, and a neighborhood electric vehicle.

8. The apparatus of any preceding clause, further
comprising:

the electromechanical device;
a wheel coupled to the electromechanical de-
vice; and
wherein the first controller is further configured
to control the first voltage converter to convert
the stored voltage into the first voltage and to
cause the first voltage to be provide to the elec-
tromechanical device to drive the wheel.

9. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the remote power supply is a utility grid.

10. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the first energy storage device comprises one of a
battery, a flywheel system, a fuel cell, and an ultraca-
pacitor.

11. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the first voltage converter is a bi-directional DC-to-
AC voltage inverter.

12. A method comprising:

coupling a first energy storage device to a first
voltage converter, wherein the first energy stor-
age device is configured to store electrical en-
ergy and wherein the first voltage converter is
configured to convert a stored voltage from the
first energy storage device into a first voltage
configured to drive a motor and to convert a sec-
ond voltage from a first remote power supply
into a first charging voltage configured to charge
the first energy storage device;
coupling a first controller to the first voltage con-
verter and configuring the first controller to:

cause the first voltage converter to convert
the second voltage into the first charging
voltage and to provide the first charging volt-
age to the first energy storage device during
a rapid charging mode of operation; and
cause a second charging voltage from a
second remote power supply to be provided
to the first energy storage device during the
rapid charging mode of operation to rapidly
charge the first energy storage device.

13. The method of clause 12, further comprising:

coupling a first plurality of contactors to the first
voltage converter, the first plurality of contactors
configured to selectively couple the first voltage
converter to the first remote power supply; and
coupling a second plurality of contactors to the
first energy storage device, the second plurality
of contactors configured to selectively couple
the first energy storage device to the second re-
mote power supply.

14. The method of clause 12 or clause 13, further
comprising configuring the first controller to commu-
nicate with a second controller to cause the second
charging voltage to be provided to a shared voltage
bus coupleable to the first energy storage device.

15. The method of clause 14, further comprising:

coupling the first energy storage device to a sec-
ond energy storage device via a second voltage
converter; and
configuring the first controller to control the sec-
ond voltage converter to convert the first charg-
ing voltage into a second charging voltage and
to provide the second charging voltage to the
second energy storage device to charge the sec-
ond energy storage device.

16. A system comprising:
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a first power bus;
a second power bus;
a first vehicle comprising:

a first energy storage device configured to
store DC energy;
a first motor;
a first voltage converter configured to con-
vert a stored voltage from the first energy
storage device into a motoring voltage con-
figured to drive the first motor and to convert
a first voltage from the first power bus into
a first charging voltage configured to charge
the first energy storage device; and
a first controller configured to control the first
voltage converter to convert the first voltage
into the first charging voltage and to provide
the first charging voltage to the first energy
storage device; and

a first energy conversion system located re-
motely from the first vehicle and comprising:

a second voltage converter configured to
convert the first voltage from the first power
bus into a second charging voltage config-
ured to charge the first energy storage de-
vice of the first vehicle; and
a second controller configured to:

control the second voltage converter to
convert the first voltage into the second
charging voltage and to provide the
second charging voltage to the second
power bus; and
communicate with the first controller to
cause the second charging voltage to
be provided from the second power bus
to the first energy storage device to rap-
idly charge the first energy storage de-
vice.

17. The system of clause 16, further comprising a
second vehicle comprising:

a second energy storage device configured to
store DC energy;
a second motor; and
the first energy conversion system.

18. The system of clause 17, wherein the first vehicle
comprises a first plurality of contactors configured to
selectively couple the first vehicle to the first and sec-
ond power busses; and
wherein the second vehicle comprises a second plu-
rality of contactors configured to selectively couple
the second vehicle to the first and second power
busses.

19. The system of any of clauses 16 to 18, further
comprising a charging station comprising:

the first power bus;
the second power bus;
a first plurality of contactors configured to selec-
tively couple the first voltage converter to the
first power bus;
a second plurality of contactors configured to
selectively couple the first energy storage de-
vice to the second power bus;
a charging unit comprising the first energy con-
version system;
a third plurality of contactors configured to se-
lectively couple the first energy conversion sys-
tem to the first power bus; and
a fourth plurality of contactors configured to se-
lectively couple the first energy conversion sys-
tem to the second power bus.

20. The system of clause 19, wherein the charging
unit further comprises:

a second energy storage device configured to
store DC energy; and
a third voltage converter configured to convert
a stored voltage from the second energy storage
device into a third charging voltage configured
to charge the first energy storage device of the
first vehicle.

21. The system of clause 19 or clause 20, wherein
the charging unit further comprises a transformer
coupled to one of the first plurality of contactors and
the first voltage converter, the transformer config-
ured to electrically isolate the first voltage converter
from the first power bus.

Claims

1. An apparatus comprising:

a power electronic energy conversion system
comprising:

a first energy storage device (22, 182) con-
figured to store DC energy;
a first voltage converter (20, 144) config-
ured to:

convert a stored voltage from the first energy
storage device (22, 182) into a first voltage con-
figured to drive an electromechanical device
(26); and
convert a second voltage from a remote power
supply (36) into a first charging voltage config-
ured to charge the first energy storage device
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(22, 182); and
a first controller (24, 40, 172) configured to:

control the first voltage converter (20, 144)
to convert the second voltage into the first
charging voltage and to provide the first
charging voltage to the first energy storage
device (22, 182) during a charging mode of
operation; and
communicate with a second controller (24,
40, 172) located remotely from the power
electronic energy conversion system to
cause a second charging voltage to be pro-
vided to the first energy storage device (22,
182) during the charging mode of operation
to rapidly charge the first energy storage de-
vice (22, 182).

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first controller
(24, 40, 172) is further configured to control the first
voltage converter (20, 144) to convert the second
voltage into a shared charging voltage during a shar-
ing mode of operation and to provide the shared
charging voltage to a second energy storage device
(22, 182) located remotely from the power electronic
energy conversion system and coupled to the power
electronic energy conversion system via a shared
voltage bus (38).

3. The apparatus of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the
power electronic energy conversion system further
comprises:

a second energy storage device (122, 206) con-
figured to store DC energy;
a second voltage converter (124-128, 188-192)
configured to convert a stored voltage from the
second energy storage device (122, 206) into a
third voltage; and
wherein the first controller (24, 40, 172) is further
configured to convert the third voltage into the
first voltage.

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the first controller
(24, 40, 172) is further configured to:

control the second voltage converter (124-128,
188-192) to convert the first charging voltage
into a second charging voltage and to provide
the second charging voltage to the second en-
ergy storage device (122, 206) during the charg-
ing mode of operation; and
control the second voltage converter (124-128,
188-192) to convert the first charging voltage
into a shared charging voltage during a sharing
mode of operation and to provide the shared
charging voltage to a third energy storage device
(22, 182) located remotely from the power elec-

tronic energy conversion system and coupled to
the power electronic energy system conversion
via a shared voltage bus (38).

5. The apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the
power electronic energy conversion system further
comprises:

a charge resistor (116);
a charge contactor (118) coupled to the charge
resistor (116); and
wherein the first controller (24, 40, 172) is further
configured to control the charge contactor (118)
such that current is directed to flow through the
charge resistor (116) prior to flowing into the first
energy storage device (22, 182).

6. The apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the
power electronic energy conversion system is locat-
ed on a first vehicle (4, 6, 8) and wherein the second
controller (24, 40, 172) is located on a second vehicle
(4, 6, 8) different from the first vehicle (4, 6, 8).

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the first vehicle
(4, 6, 8) comprises one of an on-road vehicle, an off-
road vehicle, a utility truck, a fork lift truck, a golf car,
and a neighborhood electric vehicle.

8. The apparatus of any preceding claim, further com-
prising:

the electromechanical device (26);
a wheel (28) coupled to the electromechanical
device (26); and
wherein the first controller (24, 40, 172) is further
configured to control the first voltage converter
(20, 144) to convert the stored voltage into the
first voltage and to cause the first voltage to be
provide to the electromechanical device (26) to
drive the wheel (28).

9. The apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the
remote power supply (36) is a utility grid.

10. The apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the
first energy storage device (22, 182) comprises one
of a battery, a flywheel system, a fuel cell, and an
ultracapacitor.

11. A method comprising:

coupling a first energy storage device to a first
voltage converter, wherein the first energy stor-
age device is configured to store electrical en-
ergy and wherein the first voltage converter is
configured to convert a stored voltage from the
first energy storage device into a first voltage
configured to drive a motor and to convert a sec-
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ond voltage from a first remote power supply
into a first charging voltage configured to charge
the first energy storage device;
coupling a first controller to the first voltage con-
verter and configuring the first controller to:

cause the first voltage converter to convert
the second voltage into the first charging
voltage and to provide the first charging volt-
age to the first energy storage device during
a rapid charging mode of operation; and
cause a second charging voltage from a
second remote power supply to be provided
to the first energy storage device during the
rapid charging mode of operation to rapidly
charge the first energy storage device.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

coupling a first plurality of contactors to the first
voltage converter, the first plurality of contactors
configured to selectively couple the first voltage
converter to the first remote power supply; and
coupling a second plurality of contactors to the
first energy storage device, the second plurality
of contactors configured to selectively couple
the first energy storage device to the second re-
mote power supply.

13. The method of claim 11 or claim 12, further compris-
ing configuring the first controller to communicate
with a second controller to cause the second charg-
ing voltage to be provided to a shared voltage bus
coupleable to the first energy storage device.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

coupling the first energy storage device to a sec-
ond energy storage device via a second voltage
converter; and
configuring the first controller to control the sec-
ond voltage converter to convert the first charg-
ing voltage into a second charging voltage and
to provide the second charging voltage to the
second energy storage device to charge the sec-
ond energy storage device.

25 26 



EP 2 337 183 A2

15



EP 2 337 183 A2

16



EP 2 337 183 A2

17



EP 2 337 183 A2

18



EP 2 337 183 A2

19



EP 2 337 183 A2

20



EP 2 337 183 A2

21



EP 2 337 183 A2

22



EP 2 337 183 A2

23



EP 2 337 183 A2

24


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

