
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

17
2 

69
4

B
1

��&����������
(11) EP 2 172 694 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
17.08.2011 Bulletin 2011/33

(21) Application number: 09172069.8

(22) Date of filing: 02.10.2009

(51) Int Cl.:
F21S 8/12 (2006.01) F21Y 101/02 (2006.01)

F21W 101/10 (2006.01)

(54) Vehicular lamp

Fahrzeuglampe

Lampe véhiculaire

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 02.10.2008 JP 2008257045

(43) Date of publication of application: 
07.04.2010 Bulletin 2010/14

(73) Proprietor: Koito Manufacturing Co., Ltd.
Tokyo 108-8711 (JP)

(72) Inventor: Tatsukawa, Masashi
Shizuoka-shi, Shizuoka (JP)

(74) Representative: Intès, Didier Gérard André et al
Cabinet Beau de Loménie 
158, rue de l’Université
75340 Paris Cedex 07 (FR)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 1 980 786 EP-A2- 1 647 764
DE-A1- 4 306 316 DE-A1- 10 037 196
DE-A1- 10 100 176 US-A1- 2006 028 833
US-A1- 2006 062 011  



EP 2 172 694 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a vehicular
lamp that emits light so as to form a low-beam light dis-
tribution pattern, and more particularly, to a so-called pro-
jector type vehicular lamp.

Related Art

[0002] In a projector type vehicular lamp, a projection
lens is disposed on the optical axis of the lamp extending
in the longitudinal direction of a vehicle, a light source is
disposed on the rear side of a rear focal point of the pro-
jection lens, and the light emitted from the light source is
reflected by the reflector so as to be concentrated on the
projection lens.
[0003] For example, JP-A-2003-288805 describes a
related art projector type vehicular lamp in which a shade,
which blocks a part of the light reflected from a reflector,
is disposed such that the upper edge of the shade is
disposed near the rear focal point of a projection lens,
and thus light is emitted to form a low-beam light distri-
bution pattern.
[0004] In the related art projector type vehicular lamp,
if the central axis of the reflector is moved parallel to the
optical axis of the lamp toward the opposite lane, a po-
sition where the light, which is emitted from the light
source and reflected from the reflector, passes through
the rear focal plane of the projection lens may be dis-
placed toward the opposite lane as a whole as compared
to when the central axis of the reflector is not moved
parallel to the optical axis of the lamp. Accordingly, it may
be possible to displace a low-beam light distribution pat-
tern, which is formed as the reverse image of a light
source image formed on the rear focal plane of the pro-
jection lens, toward the own lane, i.e., the lane in which
the vehicle is traveling, as a whole as compared to when
the central axis of the reflector is not moved parallel to
the optical axis of the lamp. Accordingly, it may be pos-
sible to form a hot zone, i.e., an area having a high lumi-
nosity, of the low-beam light distribution pattern at a po-
sition that is close to the own lane in the forward direction
of the lamp.
[0005] However, the above-mentioned structure has
the following disadvantages.
[0006] That is, if the light reflected from the reflector
enters the projection lens as a convergent light flux, the
incident angle of the light, which is reflected from the end
area of the reflecting surface of the reflector correspond-
ing to the opposite lane and which enters the projection
lens is significantly large on the front surface of the pro-
jection lens. Thus, the light is totally reflected from the
front surface and is not emitted forward. Accordingly, it
is difficult to effectively use the luminous flux of the light

source.
[0007] In this case, the light, which is reflected from
the end area of the reflecting surface of the reflector cor-
responding to the opposite lane, becomes the light that
forms the diffusion area of the low-beam light distribution
pattern corresponding to the own lane. However, since
this light is not obtained, the diffusion angle of the low-
beam light distribution pattern corresponding to the own
lane is decreased. DE 43 06 316 disclosed a vehicular
lamp in which the central axis of the reflector is coincident
with the optical axis when the reflector is not pivoted. The
reflector can be pivoted so that its central axis intersects
the optical axis at a main point Cl located between shade
and the lens. EP-A-1 647 764 discloses a vehicular lamp
according to the preamble of claim 1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion address the above disadvantages and other disad-
vantages not described above. However, the present in-
vention is not required to overcome the disadvantages
described above, and thus, an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention may not overcome any disad-
vantages described above.
[0009] Accordingly, it is an aspect of the present in-
vention to provide, in a projector type vehicular lamp
adopted to form a low-beam light distribution pattern, a
vehicular lamp that can effectively use the luminous flux
of a light source and form a hot zone of a low-beam light
distribution pattern at a position that is close to the own
lane in the forward direction of the lamp without sacrificing
the diffusion angle of the low-beam light distribution pat-
tern corresponding to the own lane.
According to one or more exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, there is provided a vehicular lamp. The
vehicular lamp is defined according to claim 1.
[0010] Other aspects and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the following description,
the drawings and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

Fig. 1 is a front view of a vehicular lamp according
to an exemplary embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the vehicular lamp
taken along a line II-II of Fig. 3A;
Fig. 3A is a cross-sectional view taken along a line
III-III of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3B is a cross-sectional view of a related art ve-
hiclular lamp;
Fig. 4 is a view showing a low-beam light distribution
pattern formed on a virtual vertical screen, which is
positioned 25 meters ahead of a vehicle, by light that
is emitted forward from the vehicular lamp;
Fig. 5A is a view showing a simulation result of the
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low-beam light distribution pattern according to the
exemplary embodiment of the invention; and
Figs. 5B and 5C are views showing simulation results
of a low-beam light distribution pattern according to
the related art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0012] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be now described with reference to drawings.
[0013] Fig. 1 is a front view of a vehicular lamp 10 ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment of the invention,
and Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the vehicular lamp
10. Furthermore, Fig. 3A is a schematic cross-sectional
view of the vehicular lamp 10, taken along a line III-III of
Fig. 1. Meanwhile, Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken
along a line II-II of Fig. 3A.
[0014] As shown in Figs. 1-3, the vehicular lamp 10 is
formed as a projector type lamp that emits light so as to
form a low-beam light distribution pattern. The vehicular
lamp 10 is tiltably supported by a lamp body (not shown)
or the like as a part of a headlamp.
[0015] The vehicular lamp 10 includes: a projection
lens 12 that is disposed on an optical axis Ax of the lamp
extending in the longitudinal direction of a vehicle; a light
source 14a that is disposed on the rear side of a rear
focal point F of the projection lens 12; a reflector 16 that
reflects the light emitted from the light source 14a so as
to concentrate the light on the projection lens 12; a shade
18 that blocks a part of the light reflected from the reflector
16; and a holder 20 that supports these components.
[0016] Furthermore, the vehicular lamp 10 is disposed
such that the optical axis Ax of the vehicular lamp 10 is
inclined downward with respect to the longitudinal direc-
tion of a vehicle by an angle of about 0.5 to 0.6° when
the vehicular lamp is assembled as a part of a headlamp.
[0017] The projection lens 12 is formed of a plane-con-
vex aspherical lens that has a convex front surface 12a
and a flat rear surface 12b. The projection lens 12 is
configured to project a light source image, which is
formed on a rear focal plane of the projection lens 12
(that is, a focal plane including a rear focal point F), on
a virtual vertical screen that is formed ahead of the lamp,
as a reverse image.
[0018] The light source 14a is a light-emitting chip of
a white light-emitting diode 14. The light source 14a in-
cludes a rectangular light-emitting surface, and is sup-
ported by a substrate 14b. Furthermore, the white light-
emitting diode 14 is fixed to the holder 20 such that the
light-emitting surface of the light source 14a faces verti-
cally upwards. In this case, the light source 14a is dis-
posed at a position that is displaced toward an opposite
lane with respect to the optical axis Ax of the lamp (that
is, the right side (left side as seen from the front side of
the lamp)).
[0019] The reflector 16 is disposed above the light
source 14a so as to cover the light source 14a and formed

in the shape of a substantially half dome. The lower edge
of the reflector 16 is fixed to the holder 20. The reflector
16 is disposed such that a central axis Ax1 of the reflector
16 intersects the optical axis Ax of the lamp in the vicinity
of the rear surface 12b of the projection lens 12 while
being inclined toward an own lane (that is, left side) on
the front side.
[0020] In this case, the inclination angle of the central
axis Ax 1 of the reflector 16 toward the own lane is set
to about 7°. The central axis Ax 1 extends in a plane that
includes the optical axis Ax of the lamp. Furthermore, the
light source 14a is disposed on the central axis Ax 1.
[0021] A reflecting surface 16a of the reflector 16 is
formed of a substantially elliptical curved surface whose
major axis is concentric with the central axis Ax1 and
whose first focal point corresponds to the emission center
of the light source 14a, and the eccentricity thereof is
gradually increased from a vertical cross section toward
a horizontal cross section. Further, in the vertical cross
section, the reflecting surface 16a is formed so as to
make the light, which is emitted from the light source 14a,
converge slightly ahead of the rear focal point F of the
projection lens 12. Also, in the horizontal cross section,
the reflecting surface 16a is formed so as to considerably
displace the convergence position to the front side (spe-
cifically, the front side of the rear surface 12b of the pro-
jection lens 12) from the rear focal point F.
[0022] Accordingly, the reflector 16 makes the light,
which is emitted from the light source 14a and reflected
from the reflecting surface 16a, enter the projection lens
12 as divergent light flux in the vertical direction. Further-
more, the reflector makes the light enter the projection
lens 12 as a convergent light flux in the horizontal direc-
tion.
[0023] The reflector 16 is formed such that both (left
and right) edges of the reflecting surface 16a of the re-
flector 16 extend up to a position positioned ahead of the
rear focal point F of the projection lens 12.
[0024] The shade 18 is disposed such that the upper
edge 18a of the shade 18 passes through the rear focal
point F. In this case, the upper edge 18a is curved forward
from a position on the optical axis Ax of the lamp toward
both (left and right) sides. Furthermore, a left area of the
upper edge 18a, which is positioned on the left side of
the optical axis Ax, extends in a horizontal plane including
the optical axis Ax. Furthermore, a right area of the upper
edge 18a, which is positioned on the right side of the
optical axis Ax, extends in a horizontal plane that is lower
than the left area through a short slope. A lower end of
the shade 18 is fixed to the holder 20.
[0025] Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a low-beam
light distribution pattern PL formed on a virtual vertical
screen, which is positioned 25 meters ahead of a vehicle,
by light that is emitted forward from the vehicular lamp 10.
[0026]  As shown in Fig. 4, the low-beam light distri-
bution pattern PL is a low-beam light distribution pattern
for left light distribution. The low-beam light distribution
pattern PL has cut-off lines CL1 and CL2, which are dif-
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ferent from each other on the left and right sides, at the
upper edge thereof.
[0027] The cut-off lines CL1 and CL2 extend in a hor-
izontal direction so as to be different from each other on
the left and right sides of a V-V line that is a vertical line
passing through the point H-V, that is, a vanishing point
in the forward direction of the lamp. The right portion of
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL with respect to
the V-V line is formed to extend in the horizontal direction
as the cut-off line CL1 corresponding to the opposite lane,
and the left portion of the low-beam light distribution pat-
tern PL with respect to the V-V line is formed to extend
in the horizontal direction as the cut-off line CL2 corre-
sponding to the own lane. The cut-off line CL2 corre-
sponding to the own lane is higher than the cut-off line
CL1 corresponding to the opposite lane.
[0028] In the low-beam light distribution pattern PL, an
elbow point E, which is an intersection between the low
cut-off line CL1 and the V-V line, is positioned below the
point H-V by an angle of about 0.5 to 0.6°. This is because
the optical axis Ax of the lamp extends downward with
respect to the longitudinal direction of a vehicle by about
0.5 to 0.6°. Furthermore, a hot zone HZ, which is an area
having high luminosity, is formed near the left portion on
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL so as to sur-
round the elbow point E.
[0029] The low-beam light distribution pattern PL is
formed by projecting the image of the light source 14a
on the virtual vertical screen as a reverse projection im-
age through the projection lens 12. The image of the light
source 14a is formed on the rear focal plane of the pro-
jection lens 12 by the light that is emitted from the light
source 14a and reflected from the reflector 16. The cut-
off lines CL1 and CL2 are formed as the reverse projec-
tion images of the upper edge 18a of the shade 18.
[0030] In this case, the central axis Ax1 of the reflector
16 is inclined toward the own lane on the front side and
intersects the optical axis Ax of the lamp in the vicinity of
the projection lens 12. Accordingly, the central axis Ax1
of the reflector 16 intersects the rear focal plane of the
projection lens 12 on the side that is closer to the opposite
lane than the optical axis Ax of the lamp. Accordingly, a
position where the light, which is emitted from the light
source 14a and reflected from the reflector 16, passes
through the rear focal plane of the projection lens 12 is
displaced toward the opposite lane as a whole, as com-
pared to when the central axis Ax 1 of the reflector 16
corresponds to the optical axis Ax of the lamp. Accord-
ingly, the low-beam light distribution pattern PL, which is
formed as the reverse image of the light source image
formed on the rear focal plane of the projection lens 12,
is displaced toward the own lane as a whole as compared
to when the central axis Ax 1 of the reflector 16 corre-
sponds to the optical axis Ax of the lamp (the outline of
the reflector 16 is shown by a two-dot chain line in Fig.
3A). Accordingly, the hot zone HZ of the low-beam light
distribution pattern PL is also formed around a position
that is closer to the own lane than the elbow point E.

[0031] Fig. 5A is a view showing a simulation result of
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL according to
the exemplary embodiment of the invention.
[0032] Fig. 5B is a view showing a simulation result of
a low-beam light distribution pattern PLO, which is
formed when the central axis Ax1 of the reflector 16 and
the light source 14a correspond to the optical axis Ax of
the lamp (that is, when the reflector 16 is positioned at a
position shown by a two-dot chain line in Fig. 3B).
[0033] Further, Fig. 5C is a view showing a simulation
result of a low-beam light distribution pattern PL1, which
is formed when the central axis Ax1 of the reflector 16
and the light source 14a are moved parallel to the optical
axis Ax of the lamp toward the opposite lane (that is,
when the reflector 16 is positioned at a position shown
by a solid line in Fig. 3B). In this case, the moving distance
of the reflector 16, which is moved parallel to the optical
axis of the lamp toward the opposite lane in Fig. 3B, is
set to the same distance as the lateral displacement of
the position, where the central axis Ax1 of the reflector
16 intersects the shade 18, from the optical axis Ax of
the lamp in Fig. 3A.
[0034] When the central axis Ax1 of the reflector 16
corresponds to the optical axis Ax of the lamp, the low-
beam light distribution pattern PL0 is substantially equally
diffused toward both (left and right) sides of the V-V line
as shown in Fig. 5B. The hot zone HZ0 of the low-beam
light distribution pattern PL0 is formed substantially
around the elbow point E.
[0035] In contrast, as shown in Fig. 5A, according to
this exemplary embodiment, the low-beam light distribu-
tion pattern PL is a light distribution pattern that is formed
by displacing the entire low-beam light distribution pat-
tern PL0 toward the own lane. The hot zone HZ of the
low-beam light distribution pattern PL is formed around
a position that is closer to the own lane than the V-V line.
In this case, since the position of the shade 18 is constant,
the elbow point E is positioned on the V-V line.
[0036]  On the other hand, when the central axis Ax1
of the reflector 16 is moved parallel to the optical axis Ax
of the lamp toward the opposite lane, as shown in Fig.
5C, the low-beam light distribution pattern PL1 is a light
distribution pattern that is displaced toward the own lane
while the left and right diffusion angles of the low-beam
light distribution pattern PL0 are decreased (that is, a
light distribution pattern PL1 that is formed by decreasing
the left and right diffusion angles of the low-beam light
distribution pattern PL). The hot zone HZ1 of the low-
beam light distribution pattern PL1 is also formed around
a position that is closer to the own lane than the V-V line,
and the elbow point E is positioned on the V-V line.
[0037] The reason why the diffusion angle of the low-
beam light distribution pattern PL1 corresponding to the
own lane is set to be smaller than the diffusion angle of
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL corresponding
to the own lane is as follows.
[0038] That is, as shown in Fig. 3B, the light, which is
reflected from the end area of the reflecting surface 16a
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of the reflector 16 corresponding to the opposite lane and
enters the projection lens 12, becomes the light that forms
the diffusion area of the low-beam light distribution pat-
tern PL1 corresponding to the own lane. However, since
the incident angle of the light is significantly large when
the light reaches the front surface 12a of the projection
lens 12, the light is totally reflected from the front surface
12a and is not emitted forward. For this reason, the light,
which forms the diffusion area of the low-beam light dis-
tribution pattern PL1 corresponding to the own lane, is
not obtained, and the diffusion angle thereof correspond-
ing to the own lane is small.
[0039] As described above, the vehicular lamp 10 ac-
cording to this exemplary embodiment is a projector type
lamp including the shade 18 and is configured to form
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL. The light
source 14a of the vehicular lamp 10 is disposed near the
central axis Ax 1 of the reflector 16 in plan view. However,
the reflector 16 is disposed such that the central axis Ax1
of the reflector 16 intersects the optical axis Ax of the
lamp in the vicinity of the projection lens 12 while being
inclined toward the own lane on the front side.
[0040] According to this configuration, the central axis
Ax1 of the reflector 16 is inclined toward the own lane on
the front side and intersects the optical axis Ax of the
lamp in the vicinity of the projection lens 12. Accordingly,
the central axis Ax1 of the reflector 16 intersects the rear
focal plane of the projection lens 12 on the side that is
closer to the opposite lane than the optical axis Ax of the
lamp. Accordingly, a position where the light, which is
emitted from the light source 14a and reflected from the
reflector 16, passes through the rear focal plane of the
projection lens 12 is displaced toward the opposite lane
as a whole as compared to when the central axis Ax1 of
the reflector 16 corresponds to the optical axis Ax of the
lamp. Accordingly, the low-beam light distribution pattern
PL, which is formed as the reverse image of the light
source image formed on the rear focal plane of the pro-
jection lens 12, is displaced toward the own lane as a
whole as compared to when the central axis Ax1 of the
reflector 16 corresponds to the optical axis Ax of the lamp.
Accordingly, the hot zone HZ of the low-beam light dis-
tribution pattern PL is formed around a position that is
closer to the own lane in the forward direction of the lamp.
[0041] In this case, since the central axis Ax1 of the
reflector 16 intersects the optical axis Ax of the lamp in
the vicinity of the projection lens 12, a position where the
light, which is reflected from the reflector 16 and enters
the projection lens 12, reaches the front surface 12a is
in the range that is relatively close to the optical axis Ax
of the lamp. Thus, even when the light reflected from the
reflector 16 enters the projection lens 12 as a convergent
light flux, the incident angle of the light, which is reflected
from the end area of the reflecting surface 16a of the
reflector 16 corresponding to the opposite lane and en-
ters the projection lens 12, may be suppressed on the
front surface 12a of the projection lens 12 at a value small-
er than that in the related art where the central axis Ax1

of the reflector 16 is moved parallel to the optical axis of
the lamp toward the opposite lane. Accordingly, all or
most of the light, which is reflected from the reflector 16
and enters the projection lens 12, may be emitted forward
without being totally reflected from the front surface 12a.
[0042] Therefore, it may be possible to effectively use
the luminous flux of a light source. Furthermore, the light,
which is reflected from the end area of the reflecting sur-
face 16a of the reflector 16 corresponding to the opposite
lane, becomes the light that forms the diffusion area of
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL corresponding
to the own lane. However, since all or most of the light
is emitted forward without being totally reflected from the
front surface 12a of the projection lens 12, it may be pos-
sible to prevent a decrease in diffusion angle of the low-
beam light distribution pattern PL, which corresponds to
the own lane.
[0043] According to this exemplary embodiment, in the
projector type vehicular lamp 10 that is configured to form
the low-beam light distribution pattern PL, it is possible
to effectively use the luminous flux of a light source and
to form the hot zone HZ of the low-beam light distribution
pattern at a position that is close to the own lane in the
forward direction of the lamp, without the sacrifice of the
diffusion angle of the low-beam light distribution pattern
PL corresponding to the own lane.
[0044] In particular, in this exemplary embodiment, the
light source 14a is formed of a light-emitting chip of the
light-emitting diode 14 whose the luminous flux is signif-
icantly smaller than the luminous flux of a discharge light
emitter of a discharge bulb, a filament of a halogen bulb,
or the like. Accordingly, it is particularly advantageous to
employ the structure of this exemplary embodiment.
[0045] In addition, in this exemplary embodiment, the
upper edge 18a of the shade 18 is curved forwards from
a position on the optical axis Ax of the lamp toward both
(left and right) sides. Accordingly, the upper edge 18a is
disposed to extend substantially along the rear focal
plane of the projection lens 12. Therefore, it is possible
to clearly form the cut-off lines CL1 and CL2 up to both
(left and right) edges of the cut-off lines.
[0046] In this case, the reflector 16 of the vehicular
lamp 10 according to this exemplary embodiment is
formed such that both (left and right) edges of the reflect-
ing surface 16a of the reflector extend up to a position
ahead of the rear focal point F of the projection lens 12.
Accordingly, more light, which is reflected from the re-
flector 16, passes through the vicinity of the upper edge
18a of the shade 18, and enters the projection lens 12,
may be secured at positions that are distant from the
optical axis Ax of the lamp toward both (left and right)
sides. Therefore, it is possible to make the portions of
the left and right diffusion areas of the low-beam light
distribution pattern PL, which are positioned below the
cut-off lines CL1 and CL2, be brighter.
[0047] Furthermore, in this exemplary embodiment,
the specific intersection between the central axis Ax 1 of
the reflector 16 and the optical axis Ax of the lamp is set
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in the vicinity of the rear surface 12b of the projection
lens 12. Accordingly, a position where the light, which is
reflected from the reflector 16 and enters the projection
lens 12, reaches the front surface 12a is in the range that
is closer to the optical axis Ax of the lamp. As a result, it
is possible to more reliably emit the light, which reaches
the front surface 12a of the projection lens 12, forward
without totally reflecting the light.
[0048] In addition, in this exemplary embodiment, the
inclination angle of the central axis Ax1 of the reflector
16 toward the own lane is set to about 7°. Accordingly,
it is possible to form the hot zone HZ of the low-beam
light distribution pattern PL at a position that is close to
the own lane in the forward direction of the lamp, that is,
at a position where distant visibility is preferably secured.
[0049] In the above-mentioned exemplary embodi-
ment, the inclination angle of the central axis Ax 1 of the
reflector 16 toward the own lane has been set to about
7°. However, if the inclination angle is set in the range of
about 5° to about 15°, it is possible to obtain substantially
the same advantages as this exemplary embodiment.
[0050] Furthermore, in the above-mentioned exempla-
ry embodiment, the light source 14a has been described
as a light-emitting chip of the white light-emitting diode
14, and has been disposed such that the light-emitting
surface of the light source 14a faces vertically upwards.
However, even if the light source is disposed in a different
direction, it is possible to obtain substantially the same
advantages as this exemplary embodiment.
[0051] It is noted that the specific structure of the shade
is not particularly limited as long as the "shade" is dis-
posed so that the upper edge of the shade passes
through the vicinity of the rear focal point of the projection
lens and is adopted to block a part of the light reflected
from the reflector.
[0052] The type of the "light source" is not particularly
limited. For example, a discharge light emitter of a dis-
charge bulb, a filament of a halogen bulb, and a light-
emitting chip of a light-emitting diode may be employed
as the light source. Furthermore, as long as the "light
source" is disposed near the central axis of the reflector
in plan view, the light source does not necessarily need
to be disposed near the central axis of the reflector in
side view.
[0053] Moreover, the specific value of the inclination
angle of the central axis of the reflector toward the own
lane, a specific intersection of the optical axis of the lamp,
and the like are not particularly limited, as long as the
"reflector" is disposed so that the central axis of the re-
flector intersects the optical axis of the lamp in the vicinity
of the projection lens while being inclined toward the own
lane on the front side. In this case, as long as the "central
axis" intersects the optical axis of the lamp in plan view,
the central axis does not necessarily need to intersect
the optical axis of the lamp in side view.
[0054] As described above, the vehicular lamp accord-
ing to exemplary embodiments of the invention is a pro-
jector type lamp including a shade, and can form a low-

beam light distribution pattern. The light source of the
vehicular lamp is disposed near the central axis of the
reflector in plan view. However, since the reflector is dis-
posed so that the central axis of the reflector intersects
the optical axis of the lamp in the vicinity of the projection
lens while being inclined toward the own lane on the front
side, it may be possible to obtain the following advantag-
es.
[0055] That is, the central axis of the reflector is inclined
toward the own lane on the front side and intersects the
optical axis of the lamp in the vicinity of the projection
lens. Accordingly, the central axis of the reflector inter-
sects the rear focal plane of the projection lens on the
side that is closer to the opposite lane than the optical
axis of the lamp. Thus, a position where the light, which
is emitted from the light source and reflected from the
reflector, passes through the rear focal plane of the pro-
jection lens is displaced toward the opposite lane as a
whole as compared to when the central axis of the re-
flector corresponds to the optical axis of the lamp. Ac-
cordingly, the low-beam light distribution pattern, which
is formed as the reverse image of the light source image
formed on the rear focal plane of the projection lens, is
displaced toward the own lane as a whole as compared
to when the central axis of the reflector corresponds to
the optical axis of the lamp. Accordingly, the hot zone of
the low-beam light distribution pattern is formed around
a position that is closer to the own lane in the forward
direction of the lamp.
[0056] In this case, since the central axis of the reflector
intersects the optical axis of the lamp in the vicinity of the
projection lens, a position where the light, which is re-
flected from the reflector and enters the projection lens,
reaches the front surface is in the range that is relatively
close to the optical axis of the lamp. Thus, even when
the light reflected from the reflector enters the projection
lens as convergent light flux, the incident angle of the
light when the light, which is reflected from the end area
of the reflecting surface of the reflector corresponding to
the opposite lane and enters the projection lens, reaches
the front surface of the projection lens may be sup-
pressed at a value smaller than that when the central
axis of the reflector is moved parallel to the optical axis
of the lamp toward the opposite lane like in the related
art. Accordingly, all or most of the light, which is reflected
from the reflector and enters the projection lens, may be
emitted forward without being totally reflected from the
front surface.
[0057] Accordingly, it is possible to effectively use the
luminous flux of a light source. Furthermore, the light,
which is reflected from the end area of the reflecting sur-
face of the reflector corresponding to the opposite lane,
becomes the light that forms the diffusion area of the low-
beam light distribution pattern corresponding to the own
lane. However, since all or most of the light is emitted
forward without being totally reflected from the front sur-
face of the projection lens, it is possible to prevent the
diffusion angle of the low-beam light distribution pattern,
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which corresponds to the own lane, from being de-
creased.
[0058] According to exemplary embodiments of the in-
vention, in the projector type vehicular lamp that is adapt-
ed to form the low-beam light distribution pattern, it is
possible to effectively use the luminous flux of a light
source and to form the hot zone of the low-beam light
distribution pattern at a position that is close to the own
lane in the forward direction of the lamp, without the sac-
rifice of the diffusion angle of the low-beam light distribu-
tion pattern corresponding to the own lane.
[0059] In the above-mentioned structure, if the upper
edge of the shade is formed to be curved forwards from
a position on the optical axis of the lamp toward both (left
and right) sides, the upper edge of the shade extends
substantially along the rear focal plane of the projection
lens. Accordingly, it is possible to clearly form the cut-off
lines up to the both (left and right) edges of the cut-off
lines.
[0060] In this case, if both (left and right) edges of the
reflecting surface of the reflector are formed to extend
up to a position positioned ahead of the rear focal point
of the projection lens, it is possible to secure more light,
which is reflected from the reflector, passes through the
vicinity of the upper edge of the shade, and enters the
projection lens, at positions that are distant from the op-
tical axis of the lamp toward both (left and right) sides.
Therefore, it is possible to make the portions of the left
and right diffusion areas of the low-beam light distribution
pattern, which are positioned near the lower portion of
the cut-off lines, be brighter.
[0061] In the above-mentioned structure, the specific
intersection between the central axis of the reflector and
the optical axis of the lamp is not particularly limited as
described above. However, if the intersection is set in
the vicinity of the rear surface of the projection lens, a
position where the light, which is reflected from the re-
flector and enters the projection lens, reaches the front
surface is in a range that is closer to the optical axis of
the lamp. As a result, it is possible to more reliably emit
the light, which reaches the front surface of the projection
lens, forward without totally reflecting the light.
[0062] In the above-mentioned structure, the inclina-
tion angle of the central axis of the reflector toward the
own lane is not particularly limited as described above.
However, if the inclination angle is set to a value in the
range of about 5 to 15°, it is possible to form the hot zone
of the low-beam light distribution pattern at a position that
is close to the own lane in the forward direction of the
lamp, that is, at a position where distant visibility is pref-
erably secured.
[0063] In the above-mentioned structure, if the light
source is a light-emitting chip of a light-emitting diode,
the luminous flux of the light source is significantly smaller
than the luminous flux of a discharge light emitter of a
discharge bulb, a filament of a halogen bulb, or the like.
Accordingly, it is particularly effective to employ the struc-
ture according to exemplary embodiments of the inven-

tion.

Claims

1. A vehicular lamp (10) comprising:

a projection lens (12) that is disposed on an op-
tical axis (Ax) of a lamp extending in a longitu-
dinal direction of a vehicle;
a light source (14a) that is disposed on a rear
side of a rear focal point (F) of the projection lens;
a reflector (16) that reflects light emitted from
the light source so as to concentrate the light on
the projection lens; and
a shade (18) that is disposed such that an upper
edge (18a) of the shade extends through the
vicinity of the rear focal point (F) so as to block
a part of the light reflected from the reflector,
wherein, in plan view, the light source (14a) is
disposed near the central axis (Ax1) of the re-
flector, and
wherein, in plan view, the reflector (16) is dis-
posed such that the central axis (Ax1) of the re-
flector intersects the optical axis (Ax) of the lamp
in a vicinity of the projection lens (12) while being
inclined toward the own lane of the vehicle on
the front side,
characterized in that the upper edge (18a) of
the shade (18) is curved forwards from a position
on the optical axis (Ax) of the lamp toward left
and right sides of the lamp, and left and right
edges of a reflecting surface of the reflector ex-
tend to a position ahead of the rear focal point,
and in that an inclination angle of the central
axis (Ax1) of the reflector (16) toward the own
lane is set in a range of about 5° to about 15°.

2. The vehicular lamp according to claim 1,
wherein the central axis (Ax1) of the reflector (16)
and the optical axis (Ax) of the lamp (10) intersect
with each other in a vicinity of a rear surface (12b)
of the projection lens (12).

3. The vehicular lamp according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the light source comprises a light-emitting
chip (14a) of a light-emitting diode (14).

Patentansprüche

1. Fahrzeuglampe (10), umfassend:

eine Projektionslinse (12), die auf einer sich in
Längsrichtung eines Fahrzeugs erstreckenden
optischen Achse (Ax) einer Leuchte angeordnet
ist,
eine Lichtquelle (14a), die hinter einem rückwär-
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tigen Brennpunkt (F) der Projektionslinse ange-
ordnet ist,
einen Reflektor (16), der das von der Lichtquelle
ausgestrahlte Licht reflektiert, um das Licht auf
die Projektionslinse zu bündeln, und
eine Blende (18), die derart angeordnet ist, daß
eine obere Kante (18a) der Blende sich durch
die Umgebung des rückwärtigen Brennpunkts
(F) erstreckt, um einen Teil des vom Reflektor
reflektierten Lichts auszublenden,
wobei die Lichtquelle (14a) in Draufsicht in der
Nähe der zentralen Achse (Ax1) des Reflektors
angeordnet ist und
wobei der Reflektor (16) in Draufsicht derart an-
geordnet ist, daß die zentrale Achse (Ax1) des
Reflektors die optische Achse (Ax) der Leuchte
in einer Umgebung der Projektionslinse (12)
kreuzt und in Richtung auf die eigene Fahrspur
und auf die Frontseite des Fahrzeugs geneigt
ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die obere Kan-
te (18a) der Blende (18) von einem Punkt auf
der optischen Achse (Ax) der Leuchte ausge-
hend in Richtung auf die linke und rechte Seite
der Leuchte nach vorne gebogen ist, wobei die
linke und rechte Kante einer Reflektionsfläche
des Reflektors sich bis zu einer Position vor dem
rückwärtigen Brennpunkt erstrecken, und
daß ein Neigungswinkel der zentralen Achse
(Ax1) des Reflektors (16) in Richtung auf die ei-
gene Fahrspur in einem Bereich zwischen ca.
5° bis ca. 15° liegt.

2. Fahrzeuglampe nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die zentrale Achse (Ax1) des Reflektors (16)
und die optische Achse (Ax) der Leuchte (10) sich
in einer Umgebung rückwärtiges Fläche (12b) der
Projektionslinse (12) kreuzen.

3. Fahrzeuglampe nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die Lichtquelle einen lichtemittierenden Chip
(14a) einer lichtemittierenden Diode (14) umfaßt.

Revendications

1. Feu de véhicule (10) comportant :

une lentille de projection (12) qui est disposée
sur un axe optique (Ax) d’un feu s’étendant dans
une direction longitudinale d’un véhicule;
une source de lumière (14a) qui est disposée
sur un côté arrière d’un point focal arrière (F) de
la lentille de projection ;
un réflecteur (16) qui réfléchit la lumière émise
par la source de lumière de façon à concentrer
la lumière sur la lentille de projection; et
un masque (18) qui est disposé de telle sorte

qu’un bord supérieur (18a) du masque s’étend
à travers le voisinage du point focal arrière (F)
de façon à bloquer une partie de la lumière ré-
fléchie par le réflecteur,
dans lequel, en vue en plan, la source de lumière
(14a) est disposée près de l’axe central (Ax1)
du réflecteur, et
dans lequel, en vue en plan, le réflecteur (16)
est disposé de telle sorte que l’axe central (Ax1)
du réflecteur coupe l’axe optique du feu au voi-
sinage de la lentille de projection (12) tout en
étant incliné vers la propre route du véhicule sur
le côté avant,
caractérisé en ce que le bord supérieur (18a)
du masque (18) est courbé vers l’avant à partir
d’une position sur l’axe optique (Ax) du feu vers
des côtés gauche et droit du feu, et des bords
gauche et droit d’une surface réfléchissante du
réflecteur s’étendent jusqu’à une position en
avant du point focal arrière,
et en ce qu’un angle d’inclinaison de l’axe cen-
tral (Ax1) du réflecteur (16) vers la propre route
est établi dans une plage d’environ 5° à environ
15°.

2. Feu de véhicule selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’axe central (Ax1) du réflecteur (16) et l’axe optique
(Ax) du feu (10) se coupent au voisinage d’une sur-
face arrière (12b) de la lentille de projection (12).

3. Feu de véhicule selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans
lequel la source de lumière comporte une plaquette
d’émission de lumière (14a) d’une diode électrolu-
minescente (14).
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