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SURFACE

(57) The cutting tool for machining an inner surface
of a hole is provided. The cutting tool includes a cutting
tool main body extending in the shape of a shaft, a cutting
edge portion mounted on a head portion of the cutting
tool main body so as to radially-outwardly protrude with
respect to the center axis of the cutting tool main body,
and a coolant hole formed at the cutting tool main body
so as to have an opening at a position apart from the
cutting edge portion on a circumferential surface of the
head portion of the cutting tool main body, thereby flush-
ing out a coolant from the opening to an axially orthogonal
plane orthogonal to the center axis and also along a pro-
truding direction at which the cutting edge portion pro-
trudes. The opening of the coolant hole faces a direction
different from the protruding direction of the cutting edge
portion in the radial direction with respect to the center
axis.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention is related to a cutting tool
for machining an inner surface of a hole which cuts an
inner circumferential surface of a hole formed on a work-
piece which rotates and a method for cutting the inner
surface of the hole.
[0002] Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2008-278308 filed October 29, 2008, the content
of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] For example, Japanese Published Unexam-
ined Patent Application No. H07-237006 has described,
as a tool for groove-forming an inner circumferential sur-
face of a hole, a tool such that a groove-forming insert is
detachably attached to a support portion radially-out-
wardly protruding with respect to the center axis of a cut-
ting tool main body to have a cutting edge portion. In the
above-described cutting tool, a groove is formed on a
mounting surface of the support portion on which a seat-
ing surface of the groove-forming insert is mounted. In
cutting an inner circumferential surface of a hole, a cool-
ant (cutting fluid) is supplied to the inner circumferential
surface of the hole via a flushing hole formed between
the groove and the seating surface, thereby cooling and
lubricating a cutting edge of the insert and a cut site of
an annular groove formed by the cutting edge.
[0004] However, in the above-described cutting tool
and a method for cutting an inner surface of a hole using
the cutting tool, a coolant is supplied directly below a
flank continuing to the cutting edge of the cutting edge
portion into the annular groove. Therefore, the coolant is
supplied to the cut site after making approximately one
round from the cutting edge in association with the rota-
tion of a workpiece. As a result, there are fears that the
coolant is scattered while making one round resulting in
a failure of sufficient supply to the cut site and that the
coolant is heated resulting in a deterioration of the effect
of cooling the cutting edge.
[0005] Further, in the above-described cutting tool, as
described above, the groove is formed on the mounting
surface on which the seating surface of the groove-form-
ing insert is mounted, thereby flushing out a coolant from
a flushing hole formed between the groove and the seat-
ing surface. Therefore, it is impossible to make the flush-
ing hole (width of the groove) larger in dimension than
the mounting surface or the seating surface. As a result,
it is difficult to supply the coolant in a sufficient quantity.
Further, the groove is formed on the mounting surface,
by which the seating surface of the insert is smaller in
area. Still further, there are fears that a coolant with a
lubricating property may ooze between the mounting sur-
face and the seating surface of the insert,
[0006] The present invention has been made under

these circumstances, an object of which is to provide a
cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a hole which
is not deteriorated in the seating stability of an insert even
in a detachable insert-type tool and capable of reliably
supplying a sufficient quantity of a coolant to a cut site
to improve the cooling and lubricating effects thereof and
also to provide a method for cutting an inner surface of
a hole.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

[0007] The cutting tool for machining an inner surface
of a hole in the present invention is provided with a cutting
tool main body extending in the shape of a shaft, a cutting
edge portion which is provided on at a head portion of
the cutting tool main body so as to radially-outwardly pro-
trude with respect to the center axis of the cutting tool
main body and a coolant hole which is formed at the
cutting tool main body so as to have an opening at a
position apart from the cutting edge portion on a circum-
ferential surface of the head portion of the cutting tool
main body, thereby flushing out a coolant from the open-
ing to an axially orthogonal plane orthogonal to the center
axis and also along a protruding direction at which the
cutting edge portion protrudes. The opening of the cool-
ant hole faces a direction different from the protruding
direction of the cutting edge portion in a radial direction
with respect to the center axis.
[0008] The method for cutting an inner surface of a
hole in the present invention is provided with a step in
which a cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a
hole which has a cutting edge portion radially-outwardly
protruding with respect to the center axis of the cutting
tool main body at the head portion of the cutting tool main
body extending in the shape of a shaft is inserted into a
hole formed at the center of the rotating axis of a work-
piece which rotates around the rotating axis, a step in
which the cutting edge portion is allowed to cut into the
hole in the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion,
thereby cutting the inner circumferential surface of the
hole, and a step in which a coolant is flushed out from a
coolant hole formed at a position apart from the cutting
edge portion in a circumferential direction of the cutting
tool main body on the cutting tool main body in a direction
different from the protruding direction of the cutting edge
portion and in the radial direction with respect to the cent-
er axis in relation to the axially orthogonal plane orthog-
onal to the center axis and along the protruding direction
of the cutting edge portion, thereby supplying the coolant
to the inner circumferential surface of the hole.
[0009] As described above, when the inner circumfer-
ential surface of the hole formed on the workpiece which
rotates is machined by the cutting edge portion, an an-
nular groove recessed from the inner circumferential sur-
face is formed on an inner circumferential surface of the
hole so as to run along a part intersecting with the axially
orthogonal plane which is orthogonal to the center axis
of the cutting tool main body and also along the protruding
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direction of the cutting edge portion. Thus, in the cutting
tool for machining an inner surface of a hole and the
method for cutting the same in the present invention, a
coolant is flushed out toward the axially orthogonal plane
to retain the coolant inside the groove by the centrifugal
force acting on a workpiece. An opening of the coolant
hole on the cutting tool is formed at a position apart from
the cutting edge portion in the circumferential direction
of the cutting tool main body, facing a direction different
from the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion
in the radial direction with respect to the center axis. In
other words, when the head portion of the cutting tool
main body is viewed from the direction of the center axis,
the opening of the coolant hole faces a direction different
from the cutting edge portion. Therefore, upon flushing
out of a coolant from the opening, the coolant is reliably
supplied to a cut site by the rotation of the workpiece.
[0010] According to the present invention, the coolant
hole is formed at a position apart from a position at which
the cutting edge portion protrudes in a direction different
from the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion.
Therefore, even when the cutting edge portion is consti-
tuted by detachably attaching a groove-forming insert to
the cutting tool main body, there is no chance that the
coolant hole is restricted dimensionally by a seating sur-
face of the groove-forming insert or a mounting surface
on which the seating surface is mounted. Thereby it is
possible to flush out and supply the coolant in a sufficient
quantity. Further, there is no chance that the cutting edge
portion is deteriorated in strength due to formation of the
coolant hole or that the groove-forming insert is deterio-
rated in seating stability due to mounting thereof.
[0011] In the cutting tool for machining an inner surface
of a hole in the present invention, the opening of the cool-
ant hole may be provided on the opposite side of the
cutting edge portion in the circumferential direction of the
cutting tool main body behind an axially parallel plane
orthogonal to the protruding direction of the cutting edge
portion along the center axis. In other words, when the
head portion of the cutting tool main body is viewed from
the direction of the center axis, the circumferential sur-
face of the head portion of the cutting tool main body is
divided into a region in which the cutting edge portion is
arranged in the center and a remaining region which does
not include the cutting edge portion, and in this instance,
the opening of the coolant hole may be provided in the
remaining region.
[0012] When the cutting tool of the present invention
is inserted into a hole formed in advance in a workpiece
and cut in the protruding direction of the cutting edge
portion, a clearance according to a cut amount is made
between the cutting tool main body and the inner circum-
ferential surface of the hole on the opposite side of the
cutting edge portion behind the axially parallel plane or-
thogonal to the protruding direction. In other words, a
clearance between the remaining semi-cylindrical region
and the inner circumferential surface of the hole is wid-
ened so that a coolant can be flushed out reliably through

the clearance toward the groove formed on the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the hole to be machined and
thereby be retained on the groove.
[0013] In the cutting tool for machining an inner surface
of a hole in the present invention, the opening of the cool-
ant hole may be formed opposite to the protruding direc-
tion of the cutting edge portion in the radial direction with
respect to the center axis in relation to the axially parallel
plane orthogonal to the protruding direction of cutting
edge portion along the center axis. In other words, when
the head portion of the cutting tool main body is viewed
from the direction of the center axis, the opening of the
coolant hole may face a direction opposite to the leading
end of the cutting edge portion.
[0014] Where the coolant hole is opened opposite to
the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion, a dis-
tance at which a coolant is supplied to the inner circum-
ferential surface of the hole to arrive at a cut site formed
by the cutting edge portion due to the rotation of a work-
piece can be kept to at most approximately 3/4 of a cir-
cumference of the hole in the rotational direction of the
workpiece. Thereby, it is possible to suppress the scat-
tering and heating of the coolant.
[0015] In the cutting tool for machining an inner surface
of a hole in the present invention, the opening of the cool-
ant hole may be formed so as to flush out the coolant in
an oblique direction in relation to the axially orthogonal
plane. Thereby, the cutting edge portion in the direction
of the center axis of the cutting tool main body can be
positioned at a position different from the opening of the
coolant hole, thus making it possible to prevent the cutting
tool main body from deteriorating in rigidity.
[0016] In the cutting tool for machining an inner surface
of a hole in the present invention, the cutting edge portion
may be a groove-forming cutting edge portion for forming
an annular groove at the center of the rotating axis on
the inner circumferential surface of a hole formed on a
workpiece. Thereby, it is possible to retain reliably a cool-
ant flushed out toward the inner circumferential surface
by the annular groove and to sufficiently supply the cool-
ant to a cut site.
[0017] According to the present invention, the cutting
edge portion is not deteriorated in strength or stability on
attachment of the insert and a coolant can be reliably
supplied in a sufficient quantity to the cut site, thereby
improving the cooling and lubricating effects thereof.
Therefore, it is possible to reduce the cutting resistance,
extend the life of the cutting edge portion and provide
stable and smooth machining.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018]

FIG 1 is a perspective view showing a first embodi-
ment of the cutting tool of the present invention.
FIG 2 is a plan view of the embodiment shown in FIG
1.
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FIG 3 is a side plan view of the embodiment shown
in FIG. 1, when viewed from the other side surface
14 (the other coolant hole 17B is not illustrated).
FIG 4 is a side plan view of the embodiment shown
in FIG 1, when viewed from a side surface 13.
FIG 5 is a view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 1
when viewed from the leading end in a direction of
the center axis O,
FIG. 6 is a view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 1
when viewed from the rear end in the direction of the
center axis O.
FIG 7A is a view used to explain one embodiment
of the cutting method of the present invention where
the inner surface of a hole is cut according to the
embodiment shown in FIG, 1. FIG. 7A is a view of a
leading end of a cutting tool main body 1 in the di-
rection of the center axis O.
FIG 7B is a view used to explain one embodiment
of the cutting method of the present invention where
the inner surface of a hole is cut according to the
embodiment shown in FIG 1. FIG 7B is a side plan
view of the cutting tool main body 1.
FIG. 8A is a view used to explain one embodiment
of the cutting method of the present invention where
the inner surface of the hole is cut according to the
embodiment shown in FIG 1. FIG. 8A is a view of a
leading end of a cutting tool main body 1 in the di-
rection of the center axis O.
FIG. 8B is a view used to explain one embodiment
of the cutting method of the present invention where
the inner surface of the hole is cut according to the
embodiment shown in FIG 1. FIG 8B is a side plan
view of the cutting tool main body 1.
FIG 9A is a view used to explain one embodiment
of the cutting method of the present invention where
the inner surface of the hole is cut according to the
embodiment shown in FIG 1. FIG. 9A is a view of a
leading end of a cutting tool main body 1 in the di-
rection of the center axis O.
FIG 9B is a view used to explain one embodiment
of the cutting method of the present invention where
the inner surface of the hole is cut according to the
embodiment shown in FIG 1. FIG 9B is a side plan
view of the cutting tool main body 1,
FIG 10 is a perspective view showing a second em-
bodiment of the cutting tool of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is a plan view of the embodiment shown in
FIG 10.
FIG 12 is a side plan view of the embodiment shown
in FIG 14 viewed from the other side surface 14 (the
other coolant hole 17B is not illustrated).
FIG. 13 is a side plan view of the embodiment shown
in FIG. 10 viewed from the side surface 13.
FIG. 14 is a view a leading end of the cutting tool
main body of the embodiment shown in FIG 10 (the
other coolant hole 17B is not illustrated).
FIG 15 is a view of the embodiment shown in FIG.
10 viewed from the rear end in the direction of the

center axis O.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0019] FIG 1 to FIG. 6 show a first embodiment of the
cutting tool for machining an inner wall surface of a hole
in the present invention. FIG. 7A to FIG. 9B show one
embodiment of the cutting method of the present inven-
tion using the cutting tool of the first embodiment. A cut-
ting tool main body 1 of the cutting tool of the present
embodiment is provided with a holder 10 having an outer
shape formed approximately in a cylindrical shape
centering around the center axis O, and a head member
20 detachably attached to a head portion of the holder
10 (a left-side portion in FIG 2 and FIG. 4 and a right-
side portion in FIG. 3). A detachably -attachable cutting
insert 30 is attached to the head member 20, thereby
constituting a cutting edge portion 40 which protrudes in
one radial direction (a downward direction in FIG. 2, a
rightward direction in FIG. 5 and a leftward direction in
FIG. 6) with respect to the center axis O.
[0020] The holder 10 is made with a steel member or
the like, and the rear end portion thereof (a right-side
portion in FIG. 2 and FIG. 4, and a left-side portion in
FIG. 3) is given as a shank portion 11, with the cylindrical
shape kept as it is. At the upper and lower portion thereof,
there is formed a pair of flat cutout surfaces 12 which are
parallel to the center axis O, parallel to each other and
in the protruding direction. Then, the shank portion 11 is
retained in a state where the rotation is stopped by these
cutout surfaces 12, by which the holder 10 is fixed to a
working machine.
[0021] Further, the side surface 13 facing the protrud-
ing direction of the cutting edge portion 40, of two direc-
tions perpendicular to the center axis O and parallel to
the cutout surface 12 (a vertical direction in FIG. 2 and
a lateral direction in FIG. 5 and FIG 6), is formed at the
head portion of the holder 10 so as to be an inwardly-
cutout section from an outer circumference of the shank
portion 11. The other side surface 14 facing opposite to
the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion 40
behind the center axis O, excluding the side surface 13,
and upper and lower surfaces 15, 16 are formed to be
greater in diameter than the side surface 13 with respect
to the center axis O and are formed to be slightly smaller
in outer diameter than the shank portion 11.
[0022] On the upper surface 15 of the head portion of
the holder 10, there is formed an inclination surface 15A
gently-inclined so as to be slightly to the lower surface
15 as the inclination surface 15A as close to the leading
end. At a portion where the inclination surface 15A inter-
sects the leading end surface of the holder 10, a coun-
terbored portion 15B which is inclined more steeply than
the inclination surface 15A and which also has a bottom
surface inclined to the lower surface 16 as the counter-
bored portion 15B as close to the leading end is formed
so as to be opened on the leading end. A screw hole (not
illustrated) is formed perpendicularly on the bottom sur-
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face of the counterbored portion 15B. Further, a closed-
end hollow (dimple) 14A which is recessed in an oval
sphere shape to extend to the direction of the center axis
O is formed at the shank portion 11 of the other side
surface 14.
[0023] Still further, the leading end surface of the hold-
er 10 is given as a flat surface perpendicular to the center
axis O except that a raised portion 16A is formed on the
lower surface 16 thereof. At a corner where the leading
end surface, the side surface 13 and the lower surface
16 meet, there is provided a recessed portion 16B ex-
tending to the cutout surface 12 in a perpendicular direc-
tion (a vertical direction in FIG. 4 to FIG. 6) so as to be
recessed markedly from the side surface 13. It is noted
that the side surface 13 is given as a flat surface extend-
ing in parallel to the center axis O and in a perpendicular
direction with respect to the cutout surface 12 at the lead-
ing end where the recessed portion 16B is formed. Also,
the rear area of the side surface 13 is formed in a cylin-
drical surface shape expanding slightly in the protruding
direction so as to be larger in radius than the shank por-
tion 11 at a part between the flat surface of the side sur-
face 13 and the shank portion 11.
[0024] In addition, the head member 20 is made with
a steel member or the like, An L-shaped recessed portion
21 A, into which the raised portion 16A of the leading end
surface of the holder 10 is fitted, is formed at a lower
edge of a main body 21 giving an externally flat shape.
A rectangular plate-like raised portion 21 B fitted into the
recessed portion 16B, is integrally formed on one of the
side surfaces of the main body 21 so as to protrude per-
pendicularly. Then, the one of the side surfaces is made
to closely contact the leading end surface of the holder
10 in such a manner that the raised portion 16A and the
raised portion 21 B are respectively fitted into the re-
cessed portion 21 A and the recessed portion 16B. Then,
two spanner screws 22A inserted into the main body 21
in the direction of the center axis O from the leading end
and two spanner screws 22B inserted into the rectangular
plate-like raised portion 2 1 B perpendicularly from the
protruding direction are screwed into screw holes (not
illustrated) formed at the head portion of the holder 10.
Thereby, the head member 20 is fixed to the head portion
of the holder 10, with the thickness direction of the main
body 21 pointed at the direction of the center axis O.
[0025] A slit-shaped insert seat 23 extending from the
periphery of the center axis O of the holder 10 in the
protruding direction is formed on the main body 21 of the
head member 20 thus attached to the holder 10 in such
a manner as to go through the main body 21 in the thick-
ness direction and open in the protruding direction. The
main body 21 is separated by the insert seat 23 into a
lower jaw portion 24 into which the spanner screws 22A,
22B including the raised portion 21B are inserted and an
upper jaw portion 25 which connects with the lower jaw
portion 24 on the opposite side of the protruding direction
and which is arranged opposite to the lower jaw portion
24 behind the insert seat 23.

[0026] The upper jaw portion 25 is formed in the shape
of a recessed curved surface so that a surface thereof
facing a protruding direction protrudes gradually in the
protruding direction as the surface moves to the lower
jaw portion 24. The end thereof is positioned internally
from the outer diameter of a cylinder formed by the shank
portion 11 in a radial direction with respect to the center
axis O. On the other hand, a surface facing the protruding
direction of the lower jaw portion 24 is formed so as to
give approximately a raised circular-arc surface center-
ing around the center axis O Further, the raised circular
arc is made greater in radius than the cylinder formed by
the shank portion 11, thereby protruding in the protruding
direction. It is noted that the thickness of a part at which
these upper and lower jaw portions 24, 25 protrude in
the direction of the center axis O is smaller than the length
of a cutting edge 31 of a cutting insert 30 to be described
later.
[0027] Further, a counterbored portion 25A having a
bottom surface formed in a circular form together with
the bottom surface of the counterbored portion 15B is
formed on an upper surface of the upper jaw portion 25
in an attachment state where the head member 20 is
attached to the head portion of the holder 10. The bottom
surface of the counterbored portion 25A includes a step
so as to protrude markedly from the bottom surface of
the counterbored portion 15B. Still further, on one of the
side surfaces closely in contact with the leading end sur-
face of the holder 10 at the upper jaw portion 25, there
is formed a groove 25B having a U-shaped cross section
which is recessed from the one of the side surfaces to
extend to the protruding direction and which is opened
on a base end of the recessed curved surface facing to
the protruding direction of the upper jaw portion 25.
[0028] The insert seat 23 formed between the upper
and lower jaw portions 24, 25 is formed in such a manner
that the mutually opposing upper and lower surfaces of
the lower jaw portion 24 and the upper jaw portion 25 are
provided with the respective cross sections formed in a
reverse V shape, when viewed in the protruding direction.
A contact surface facing the protruding direction is
formed between the upper and lower surfaces behind
the insert seat 23 on the opposite side of the protruding
direction. Further, a slit 23A narrower in width than an
interval of the insert seat 23 is formed toward the opposite
side of the protruding direction from the contact surface
in such a manner that a connecting part 26 of the upper
and lower jaw portions 24, 25 remains without arriving at
a side surface facing the opposite side of the protruded
direction of the main body 21.
[0029] In this instance, as shown in FIG. 5, while being
bent at the upper jaw portion 25 toward the opposite side
of the protruding direction, the slit 23A is formed so as
to extend in a circular-arc shape coaxial with a through
hole on the main body 21 into which one of the spanner
screws 22A is inserted on the opposite side of the pro-
truding direction. It is desirable that a center angle of the
circular arc made by the slit 23A is ranged from 20° to
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50°. Further, the connecting part 26 remaining between
the slit 23A and the side surface facing the opposite side
of the protruding direction of the main body 21 is gradually
increased in thickness (the thickness along a direction
formed by the circular arch made by the slit 23A) as the
connecting part 26 moves to the rear end of the holder
10 in the direction of the center axis O.
[0030] Further, there are formed in the main body 21
of the head member 20 a plurality of recesses 27 which
are recessed from the other side surface without going
through the main body 21 of the head member 20 to have
an inner wall surface continuing circumferentially and a
bottom surface continuing to the inner wall surface over
the entire circumference on the other side surface facing
the leading end in a state of being attached to the holder
10, or opposite one of the side surfaces. These recesses
27 may be formed on one of the side surfaces closely in
contact with the leading end surface of the holder 10.
However, where the recesses 27 are formed on both of
two side surfaces, it is desirable that the recesses 27 are
formed in a shape mutually different when viewed from
a direction opposite to each of the side surfaces. Further,
the plurality of recesses 27 may be different in depth
when viewed from each of the side surfaces.
[0031] The main body 21 of the head member 20 hav-
ing these recesses 27 can be produced by an MIM meth-
od (Metal Injection Molding) in which, for example, a ma-
terial prepared by mixing a raw material of steel fine pow-
ders and a binder such as plastic which provides fluidity
is subjected to ejection molding inside a divided mold at
which the shape of the head member 20 is reversed and
the binder is thereafter removed thermally to sinter the
raw material of fine powders. Specifically, where the main
body 21 is produced according to the MIM method, it is
desirable that a volume of the recesses 27 is ranged from
2% to 15% on the basis of a volume of the main body 21
free of the recesses 27. It is also desirable that after sin-
tering, the top surface of the main body 21 is subjected
to shot peening.
[0032] A cutting insert 30 attached to the insert seat
23 of the above-described head member 20 is formed
with a hard material such as a cemented carbide in the
shape of a rectangular rod, with the outer shape being
an approximately rectangular cross section, and ar-
ranged between the upper and lower jaw portions 24, 25
of the insert seat 23. Both of the lower surface and an
upper central part of the cutting insert 30 are formed so
as to give a V-groove cross section, while the upper and
lower jaw portions 24, 25 of the insert seat 23 are raised
so as to give a reverse V-cross section. Then, the lower
surface of the cutting insert 30 can make contact with the
lower jaw portion 24 and the upper central part of the
cutting insert 30 can make contact with the upper jaw
portion 25 in such a manner that the respective V-shaped
bisectors are allowed to be in alignment with each other.
Further, rake surfaces are formed at the respective po-
sitions retracted markedly from the central part on both
ends of the upper surface, and a cutting edge 31 used

in groove-forming is formed at both end edges of the rake
surfaces.
[0033] The above-described cutting insert 30 is insert-
ed into the insert seat 23 along a radial direction perpen-
dicular to the center axis O from the protruding direction,
with one of the cutting edges 31 directed toward the pro-
truding direction, in such a manner that, as described
above, the lower surface and the upper central part of
the cutting insert 30 are respectively allowed to be in
contact with the upper and lower surfaces of the upper
and lower jaw portions 24, 25 of the insert seat 23 in a
sliding manner. Further, the end surface of the cutting
insert 30 continuing to the other of cutting edges 31 is
brought in contact with the contact surface of the insert
seat 23 beyond the center axis O, by which the end sur-
face is positioned in the radial direction with respect to
the center axis O and seated on the insert seat 23.
[0034] Then, ahead-equipped clamping screw 32 is
screwed into a screw hole of the counterbored portion
15B, pressing the counterbored portion 25A of the upper
jaw portion 25 by using the head, by which the upper jaw
portion 25 undergoes elastic deformation so as to sag to
the lower jaw portion 24, with a connecting part 26 used
as a supporting point. The cutting insert 30 is fixed on
the insert seat 23 so as to be clamped between the upper
jaw portion 25 and the lower jaw portion 24. Further, one
of the cutting edges 31 of the cutting insert 30 pointed at
the protruding direction in a clamped state is arranged in
parallel with the center axis O of the holder 10. Then, in
a such a manner that the distance from the center axis
O is slightly greater than the radius of a raised circular
arc formed by a surface of the lower jaw portion 24 facing
in the protruding direction, the cutting edge 31 in the cut-
ting tool outstandingly protrudes to the radially outer cir-
cumference in the radial direction from the center axis
O. Accordingly, the above-described cutting edge portion
40 is formed.
[0035] Then, a coolant hole 17 for supplying a coolant
(cutting lubricant) fed from a working machine is further
formed on the holder 10 of the cutting tool main body 1
so as to face the leading end from the rear end surface
of the holder 10 along the center axis O. In the present
embodiment, as shown in FIG. 2, the coolant hole 17 is
bifurcated into two parts within the head portion of the
holder 10. A coolant hole 17A, or one of the two parts,
has an opening at a position apart from the cutting edge
portion 40 on the circumferential surface at the head por-
tion of the holder 10, and the opening is provided in a
direction different from the protruding direction in the ra-
dial direction with respect to the center axis O. A coolant
C is flushed out from the opening of the coolant hole 17A
to an axially orthogonal plane P which is orthogonal to
the center axis O and also along the protruding direction
of the cutting edge portion 40.
[0036] In this instance, the bifurcated coolant hole 17A
in the present embodiment is smaller in diameter than
the coolant hole 17 extending along the center axis O
from the rear end surface of the holder 10 and opened,
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as shown in FIG. 2, on the opposite side of the cutting
edge portion 40 in a circumferential direction of the cutting
tool main body 1 behind an axially parallel plane Q or-
thogonal to the protruding direction along the center axis
O. In other words, the circumferential surface of the head
portion of the cutting tool main body 1 is divided into an
approximately semi-cylindrical region having the cutting
edge portion 40 at the center and a remaining approxi-
mately semi-cylindrical region by the border of the axially
parallel plane Q, when the head portion of the cutting tool
main body 1 is viewed from the direction of the center
axis O. In this instance, the opening of the coolant hole
exists at the remaining semi-cylindrical region devoid of
the cutting edge portion 40. In the present embodiment,
the coolant hole 17A is opened between the other side
surface 14 and the upper surface 15 at the head portion
of the holder 10. It is noted that the coolant hole 17A is
inclined so as to come close to the outer circumference
as close to the leading end of the cutting tool main body
from the bottom of the coolant hole 17, thereby extending
in a straight line. In addition, the coolant C is flushed out
from the coolant hole 17A in an oblique direction in rela-
tion to the axially orthogonal plane P.
[0037] The coolant hole 17A is bifurcated from the
coolant hole 17 along the center axis O and opened
straight in a straight line on the outer circumference sur-
face of the cutting tool main body 1, by which the coolant
hole 17A is opened in such a manner that the direction
in the radial direction with respect to the center axis O is
opposite to the protruding direction of the cutting edge
portion 40 in relation to the axially parallel plane Q. In
other words, when the head portion of the cutting tool
main body 1 is viewed from the direction of the center
axis O, the opening of the coolant hole 17A faces a di-
rection opposite to the leading end of the cutting edge
portion 40. In the present embodiment, for example, the
coolant hole 17A is opened in the radial direction with
respect to the center axis O at a position of approximately
135° toward a direction (the counter-clockwise direction
in FIG. 5) at which the rake surface of the cutting edge
31 faces the center axis O from the cutting edge 31.
[0038] In the present embodiment, as described
above, the coolant hole 17 extending from the rear end
surface of the holder 10 is bifurcated into two parts at the
head portion of the holder 10. The other of the thus bi-
furcated parts, the coolant hole 17B, extends to the op-
posite direction of the coolant hole 17A (the protruding
direction of the cutting edge portion 40) behind the axially
parallel plane Q and is opened on the leading end surface
of the holder 10 at a position communicating with the
groove 25B formed on one of the side surfaces of the
main body 21 of the head member 20 closely in contact
with the leading end surface of the holder 10.
[0039] Further, a groove 17C extending in the protrud-
ing direction on the leading end surface of the holder 10
is formed from the thus opened coolant hole 17B opened
on the leading end surface of the holder 10 so as to run
along the groove 25B, and opened on the side surface

13 facing the protruding direction of the head portion of
the holder 10.
[0040] It is noted that the groove 17C is formed so as
to have a semi-circular cross section in which, for exam-
ple, in an opening on the side surface 13, the width of an
opening on the leading end surface of the holder 10 is
greater than the groove 25B, and the depth of the groove
is gradually shallower as the groove 17C as close to the
opening of the side surface 13, in other words, toward
the protruding direction.
[0041] In one embodiment of the cutting method of the
present invention using the above-described detachable
insert-type cutting tool, as indicated by the arrow line in
FIG. 7A, the head portion of the holder 10 of the cutting
tool main body 1 is first inserted into a hole H formed in
advance on a workpiece W rotating around a rotating
axis L. More specifically, as indicated by the arrow line
in FIG 7B, the head portion is inserted into the hole H at
a position at which a groove is formed by the cutting edge
portion 40 in such a manner that the center axis O is
parallel to the rotating axis L and also the head portion
including the cutting edge portion 40 which has protruded
will not interfere with the hole H.
[0042] Then, as indicated by the arrow line in FIG. 8B,
the cutting tool main body 1 is carried perpendicularly
with respect to the center axis O in the protruding direc-
tion of the cutting edge portion 40, by which the cutting
edge 31 is allowed to cut into an inner circumferential
surface of the hole H. Thus, groove-forming is given to
the inner circumferential surface of the hole H so as to
run along the axially orthogonal plane P, thereby a groove
G is formed annularly so as to make one round continu-
ously at the center of the rotating axis L. As a result, the
coolant C is flushed out via the coolant hole 17 from open-
ings of the coolant holes 17A, 17B. The coolant C is
flushed out in a direction different from the protruding
direction or in the radial direction with respect to the cent-
er axis O in relation to the axially orthogonal plane P from
the coolant hole 17B apart from a position at which the
cutting edge portion 40 protrudes in the circumferential
direction of the cutting tool main body 1. The thus flushed
coolant C is supplied into the groove G along the axially
orthogonal plane P
[0043] Then, the coolant C supplied into the groove G
is retained inside the groove G by a centrifugal force re-
sulting from the rotation of the workpiece W and arrives
a cut site by the cutting edge 31 of the cutting edge portion
40 in association with the rotation of the workpiece W.
Therefore, the above-constituted cutting tool and the cut-
ting method using this tool are able to effectively cool and
lubricate the cutting edge 31 and the workpiece W at the
cut site. Further, the coolant C is flushed out toward the
axially orthogonal plane P, as described above. There-
fore, for example, even in the present embodiment where
the coolant hole 17A is formed so as to flush out the
coolant C in an oblique direction in relation to the axially
orthogonal plane P, the coolant C can be supplied to the
groove G until the groove G is formed to some depth, as
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shown in FIG. 9A and FIG. 9B.
[0044] Therefore, even where the coolant hole 17B is
provided apart from a position at which the cutting edge
portion 40 protrudes or in a direction different from the
protruding direction, it is possible to reliably supply the
coolant C to a cut site. Thus, for example, unlike a case
where a coolant hole is formed so as to be opened on a
surface facing the protruding direction of the upper and
lower jaw portions 24, 25 at which the cutting edge portion
40 protrudes, there is no chance that the coolant hole is
dimensionally restricted by the thickness of the upper
and lower jaw portions 24, 25. Further, there is no chance
that the cutting edge portion 40 is deteriorated in rigidity
or the cutting insert 30 is decreased in seating stability
by provision of the above-described coolant hole.
[0045] As a result, it is possible to secure a larger open-
ing area of the coolant hole 17A and also to supply a
sufficient quantity of the coolant C to a cut site. Further,
the coolant C is retained inside the groove G and reliably
supplied to the cut site without scattering by centrifugal
force. Still further, the coolant C is supplied to a position
different from the cutting edge portion 40 and arrives at
the cut site by the rotation of a workpiece W before mak-
ing one round from a supply position. In addition, the
cooling effect of the coolant C is not affected. Therefore,
the above-constituted cutting tool and the cutting method
are able to reduce cutting resistance by lubrication and
also extend the life of the cutting edge portion 40 by cool-
ing. Thus, it is possible to provide stable and smooth
cutting.
[0046] Further, in the present embodiment, the coolant
hole 17A is opened on the opposite side of the cutting
edge portion 40 of the cutting tool main body 1 behind
the axially parallel plane Q. Therefore, when the cutting
edge portion 40 is allowed to cut into the inner circum-
ferential surface of the hole H in the protruding direction,
a clearance is gradually increased according to a cut
amount on the opposite side of the cutting edge portion
40 behind the axially parallel plane Q, as shown in FIG.
7A to FIG. 9B. The coolant C is to be flushed out through
the clearance to the groove G formed on the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the hole H and retained reliably,
thereby the coolant C can be supplied in a more sufficient
quantity to the cut site.
[0047] In addition to the fact that the above-described
coolant hole 17A is provided on the opposite side of the
cutting edge portion 40 behind the axially parallel plane
Q, in the present embodiment, the direction at which the
coolant hole 17A opens in the radial direction is also op-
posite to the protruding direction of the cutting edge por-
tion 40 in relation to the axially parallel plane Q. Thereby,
the coolant C is supplied to the inner circumferential sur-
face of the hole H on the opposite side of the cutting edge
portion 40 behind the axially parallel plane Q. As a result,
even when the coolant C is supplied from the cutting edge
portion 40 to a position of 90° in a rotating direction of a
workpiece W around the center axis O, it is possible to
reduce the distance from this position to a cut site is ap-

proximately 3/4 of a circumference of the hole H.
[0048] Therefore, unlike Japanese Published Unex-
amined Patent Application No. H07-237006 in which if a
coolant does not make one round, the coolant will not
arrive at a cut site, the present invention is able to reliably
prevent the coolant C from being scattered or heated.
However, where the coolant hole 17A is provided on the
opposite side of the cutting edge portion 40 behind the
axially parallel plane Q but open so as to face the same
side as the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion
40 faces in relation to the axially parallel plane Q, there
are fears that the coolant C may be supplied from the
cutting edge portion 40 to a position of less than 90° in
the rotating direction of a workpiece W.
[0049] On the other hand, where the coolant hole 17A
of the present invention is open in the direction of the
center axis O of the cutting tool main body 1, the coolant
hole 17A is provided so as to flush out the coolant C in
an oblique direction in relation to the axially orthogonal
plane P. Consequently, since the coolant hole 17A is not
provided on the axially orthogonal plane P at which the
cutting edge portion 40 of the cutting tool main body 1 is
positioned, it is possible to improve the rigidity of the cut-
ting tool main body 1 at a position of the cutting edge
portion 40 on which cutting loads act. It is also possible
to prevent the machining accuracy from being deterio-
rated due to vibrations generated on the cutting tool main
body 1 at the time of cutting.
[0050] Further, the cutting edge portion 40 of the
present invention is a groove-forming cutting edge por-
tion at which the groove-forming cutting insert 30 is at-
tached to the insert seat 23. The cutting edge portion 40
is cut in the radial direction with respect to the rotating
axis L, and thereby an annular groove around the rotating
axis L is formed on the inner circumferential surface of
the hole H. In particular, in the present embodiment, the
cutting edge 31 of the cutting insert 30 is parallel to the
center axis O and a groove G having a U-shaped cross
section is formed on the inner circumferential surface of
the hole H. Therefore, the coolant C supplied to the
groove G is less likely to flow from the groove G in a
direction of the rotating axis L or in a circumferential di-
rection of the hole H, thus making it possible to supply
the coolant C to a cut site more effectively.
[0051] Further, in the present invention, in addition to
the above-described coolant hole 17A, the coolant hole
17B or the other part bifurcated from the coolant hole 17
is provided so as to be open at the base end of the cutting
edge portion 40 which has protruded. Since the coolant
C is flushed out from the coolant hole 17B as well, it is
possible to attain the further improved lubrication and
cooling effects. Furthermore, the coolant hole 17B com-
municates with a groove 25B formed on the main body
21 of the head member 20 on which the cutting insert 30
is mounted, and is supplied directly to a cut site by the
cutting edge 31 so as to be guided into the groove 25B.
Thereby, it is possible to lubricate and cool the cut site
more effectively.
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[0052] Further, in the present embodiment, the groove
25B communicating with the coolant hole 17B which
guides the coolant C is formed at the head member 20
attached to the leading end of the holder 10. Where the
main body 21 of the head member 20 is formed according
to the MIM method described previously, only a projected
streak for forming the groove 25B may be formed in a
divided mold for ejection molding. The coolant hole 17B
can be formed easily, for example, when compared with
a case of the head member 20 integrally formed with the
holder 10 in which, after the coolant hole 17B bifurcated
from the coolant hole 17 is formed in a straight line using
a drill or the like, a hole bent further from the coolant hole
17B is formed to seal an opening of the coolant hole 17B
other than the thus bent hole.
[0053] In the present embodiment, as described
above, the coolant hole 17 is bifurcated into two parts to
form the coolant hole 17B which is the other hole. How-
ever, where the coolant hole 17A is able to provide suf-
ficient cooling and lubrication, the other hole, that is, the
coolant hole 17B is not required, Further, the present
invention shall not be limited to only the above-described
groove-forming but may be applicable to a case where,
for example, after the cutting edge 31 is allowed to cut
the workpiece in a relatively small cutting depth, the cut-
ting tool main body 1 is moved in a direction of the rotating
axis L to cut an inner circumferential surface of the hole
H to a predetermined inner diameter.
[0054] Still further, in place of forming the coolant hole
17A so as to flush out the coolant C in an oblique direction
in relation to the axially orthogonal plane P as described
above, in order to flush out the coolant C along the axially
orthogonal plane P, the coolant hole 17A may be formed
on the outer circumference surface of the cutting tool
main body 1 on the axially orthogonal plane P so as to
extend and open along the axially orthogonal plane P. In
this instance, the coolant C can be supplied more reliably
to a groove G formed by the cutting edge portion 40,
where the cutting tool main body 1 is changed in position
in a radial direction with respect to the rotating axis L by
cutting of the cutting edge 31 or with respect to a hole H
whose inner diameter is changed depending on various
operations.
[0055] In particular, in the cutting tool main body 1 in
which the head member 20 is separated from the holder
10 as described in the present embodiment, in order to
form the coolant hole 17A opened on the axially orthog-
onal plane P, the coolant hole 17A is formed so as to be
opened on the leading end surface of the holder 10, as
with the coolant hole 17B. Then, a groove communicating
with the coolant hole 17A is open away from a position
at which the cutting edge portion 40 protrudes in a cir-
cumferential direction of the cutting tool main body 1 so
as to face a direction different from the protruding direc-
tion of the cutting edge portion 40, In addition, the groove
is formed along the axially orthogonal plane P so that the
coolant C can be flushed out to the axially orthogonal
plane P.

[0056] Then, FIG. 10 to FIG. 15 show a second em-
bodiment of the cutting tool in the present invention, and
elements common to the first embodiment shown in FIG.
1 to FIG. 6 will be given the same reference numerals
and a description thereof will be omitted. In other words,
in the cutting tool of the present embodiment, the holder
10 of the cutting tool main body 1 is integrally formed
from a shank portion 11 to a head portion 18. Thus, there
is not provided the head member 20 which is a separate
body in the first embodiment. A cutting insert 30 is de-
tachably attached to an insert seat 23 formed directly at
the leading end of the head portion 18 of the holder 10,
thereby constituting a cutting edge portion 40 protruding
in the radial direction with respect to the center axis O.
[0057] In this instance, a slit 19 is formed at the head
portion 18 so as to obliquely extend as close to an upper
surface 15 in a direction from the leading end surface of
the head portion 18 to the rear end thereof. The slit 19
faces opposite to the protruding direction of the cutting
insert 30. The cutting insert 30 is inserted into the insert
seat 23 formed on an opening of the slit 19 on the leading
end surface of the head portion 18, and a clamping screw
32 which is inserted from an inclination surface 15A of
the upper surface 15 so as to go through the slit 19 per-
pendicularly is screwed into the head portion 18, by which
the cutting insert 30 is clamped and fixed.
[0058] Then, in the present embodiment, the coolant
hole 17A is provided so as to be open inside a hollow
14A formed on the other side surface 14 facing the op-
posite side of the protruding direction of the head portion
18. An opening of the coolant hole 17A faces a direction
different from the protruding direction of the cutting edge
portion 40 in the radial direction with respect to the center
axis O in such a manner that the coolant C is flushed out
to the axially orthogonal plane P apart from a position at
which the cutting edge portion 40 protrudes in a circum-
ferential direction of the cutting tool main body 1. It is
noted that the coolant hole 17A of the present embodi-
ment is formed so as to be open at a position approxi-
mately opposite to the cutting edge portion 40 behind the
center axis O in the circumferential direction and at a
direction also approximately opposite to the protruding
direction behind the center axis O in the radial direction.
[0059] The same effects as those of the first embodi-
ment can also be obtained in the above-described cutting
tool of the second embodiment. Further, the head mem-
ber 20 of the first embodiment is not required and the
spanner screws 22A, 22B for fixing the head member 20
are not required either. It is, thereby, possible to decrease
the number of components and reduce the cost. In the
first and second embodiments, the cutting edge portion
40 is constituted by mounting the cutting insert 30. How-
ever, it is matter of course that the present invention can
also be applicable, for example, to a brazed tool in which
a hard cutting edge member is bonded by brazing or the
like and to a solid cutting tool in which the cutting edge
portion 40 is integrally formed on the cutting tool main
body 1.
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[0060] Descriptions have so far been given for pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, to which
the present invention shall not be, however, restricted.
The constitution of the present invention may be added
to, and the invention may be subjected to omissions, re-
placements and other modifications within a scope not
departing from the spirit of the present invention. The
present invention is not restricted to the above descrip-
tion and is only restricted by the scope of the attached
claims.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0061] A cutting tool of the present invention includes:
a cutting tool main body extending in the shape of a shaft;
a cutting edge portion which is provided on a head portion
of the cutting tool main body so as to radially-outwardly
protrude with respect to the center axis of the cutting tool
main body; and a coolant hole which is provided at the
cutting tool main body so as to have an opening at a
position apart from the cutting edge portion on a circum-
ferential surface of the head portion of the cutting tool
main body, thereby flushing out a coolant from the open-
ing to an axially orthogonal plane orthogonal to the center
axis and also in a protruding direction at which the cutting
edge portion protrudes. The opening of the coolant hole
faces a direction different from the protruding direction
of the cutting edge portion in a radial direction with re-
spect to the center axis. By the present invention, it is
possible to reliably supply a sufficient quantity of a coolant
to a cut site to improve the cooling and lubricating effects.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE SYM-
BOLS

[0062]

1: cutting tool main body
10: holder
11: shank portion
13: a side surface at a head portion of the holder 10
14: another side surface at a head portion of the hold-
er 10
17 (17A, 17B): coolant hole
20: head member
21: main body of the head member 20
22A, 22B: spanner screw
23: insert seat
30: cutting insert
31: cutting edge of the cutting insert 30
40: cutting edge portion
O: center axis of the cutting tool main body 1
P: axially orthogonal plane
Q: axially parallel plane
W: workpiece
H: hole
G: groove
C: coolant

L: rotating axis of the workpiece W

Claims

1. A cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a
hole, comprising:

a cutting tool main body extending in the shape
of a shaft;
a cutting edge portion which is provided on a
head portion of the cutting tool main body so as
to radially-outwardly protrude with respect to the
center axis of the cutting tool main body; and
a coolant hole which is provided at the cutting
tool main body so as to have an opening at a
position apart from the cutting edge portion on
a circumferential surface of the head portion of
the cutting tool main body, thereby flushing out
a coolant from the opening to an axially orthog-
onal plane orthogonal to the center axis and also
in a protruding direction at which the cutting
edge portion protrudes;
wherein the opening of the coolant hole faces a
direction different from the protruding direction
of the cutting edge portion in a radial direction
with respect to the center axis.

2. The cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a
hole according to claim 1, wherein the opening of
the coolant hole is positioned on the opposite side
of the cutting edge portion in a circumferential direc-
tion of the cutting tool main body behind an axially
parallel plane orthogonal to the protruding direction
of the cutting edge portion along the center axis.

3. The cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a
hole according to claim 2, wherein the opening of
the coolant hole is formed so as to face away from
the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion
and in the radial direction with respect to the center
axis in relation to the axially parallel plane orthogonal
to the protruding direction of the cutting edge portion
along the center axis.

4. The cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a
hole according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the opening of the coolant hole is provided so as to
flush out the coolant in an oblique direction in relation
to the axially orthogonal plane.

5. The cutting tool for machining an inner surface of a
hole according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the cutting edge portion is a groove-forming cutting
edge portion for forming an annular groove at the
center of the rotating axis on an inner circumferential
surface of a hole formed on a workpiece.
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6. A method for cutting an inner surface of a hole com-
prising:

a step in which a cutting tool for machining an
inner surface of a hole which has a cutting edge
portion protruding to a radially outer circumfer-
ence of the cutting tool main body with respect
to the center axis thereof at the head portion of
the cutting tool main body extending in the shape
of a shaft is inserted into a hole formed at the
center of the rotating axis of a workpiece which
rotates around the rotating axis;
a step in which the cutting edge portion is al-
lowed to cut into the hole in the protruding direc-
tion of the cutting edge portion, thereby cutting
the inner circumferential surface of the hole; and
a step in which a coolant is flushed out in the
radial direction with respect to the center axis
and in a direction different from the protruding
direction of the cutting edge portion from an
opening of a coolant hole which is provided on
the cutting tool main body, at a position apart
from the cutting edge portion in a circumferential
direction of the cutting tool main body, in relation
to the axially orthogonal plane orthogonal to the
center axis and in the protruding direction of the
cutting edge portion, thereby supplying the cool-
ant to the inner circumferential surface of the
hole.
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