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(54) Method for Providing Extension List Selection

(57) The disclosure is directed at a method of pro-
viding extension list dialing in a mobile communication
device comprising storing a plurality of extensions within
a single address book entry; sensing dialing of a phone
number associated with the single address book entry;
sensing connection between the mobile communication
device and the phone number to establish a call; and
displaying a screen dialog with each of the plurality of
extensions for selection of one of the plurality of exten-
sions.
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Description

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to mo-
bile communication devices. More particularly, the
present disclosure relates to a method for providing wait
extension list selection.
[0002] Mobile communication device use has grown
and continues to grow with the continued implementation
of new technologies. A mobile communication device can
provide different functionality such as a phone, a camera,
a music player or data storage capacity for use with an
address book application, a calendar application or an
email application.
[0003] In order to keep track of all of their contacts,
users are able to store contact information concerning
different individuals in the mobile communication device
address book. This contact information can include the
individual’s home address, work address, mobile phone
number, email address and work phone number includ-
ing extension.
[0004] Currently, when a user calls an individual’s
number, and assuming there is an extension associated
with this number, after the number is dialed, a dialog
screen 10 is presented to the user (as shown in Figure
1) which allows the user to either dial the extension via
button 12, skip the extension entry via button 14 or end
the call via button 16. If the user selects button 12 to dial
the extension, selection of this button causes the mobile
communication device to automatically dial the extension
for the user.
[0005] It is, therefore, desirable to provide an improved
method and apparatus for providing extension list selec-
tion.

GENERAL

[0006] The present disclosure is directed generally at
a method and apparatus for providing extension list se-
lection and dialing. When multiple extensions are asso-
ciated with a single telephone number of address book
entry are stored within a mobile communication device
address book, they can then be presented to a user after
the telephone number is dialed.
[0007] In a first aspect, the present disclosure may pro-
vide a method of providing wait extension dialing in a
mobile communication device comprising storing a plu-
rality of extensions within a single address book entry;
sensing dialing of a phone number associated with the
single address book entry; sensing connection between
the mobile communication device and the phone number
to establish a call; and displaying a screen dialog with
each of the plurality of extensions for selection of one of
the plurality of extensions.
[0008] Other aspects and features of the present dis-
closure will become apparent to those ordinarily skilled
in the art upon review of the following description of spe-
cific implementations of the disclosure in conjunction with
the accompanying figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] Implementations of the present disclosure will
now be described, by way of example only, with reference
to the attached Figures, wherein:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a prior art screen
dialog for use in dialing an extension with a mobile
communication device;
Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of a mobile commu-
nication device;
Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of a database storing
entries for a mobile communication device address
book;
Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of a screen dialog
for use in extension list selection;
Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of a second screen
dialog for us in extension list selection;
Figure 6 is a flowchart outlining a method of exten-
sion list dialing; and
Figure 7 is a schematic diagram of a mobile commu-
nication device.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0010] Generally, the present disclosure provides a
system and method for providing extension list dialing.
[0011] Turning to Figure 7, a perspective view of a mo-
bile communication device is shown. The mobile com-
munication device 20 has a body 60 which includes a
display screen 62, a keyboard/keypad 64, a set of buttons
66 and a trackball 68. It will be understood that the track-
ball 68 can also be a joystick, scroll wheel, roller wheel,
trackball or touchpad or the likes, or another button. As
will be further understood by one skilled in the art, the
device 20 includes other parts which are not shown or
described.
[0012] Turning to Figure 2, a schematic diagram of the
mobile communication device for use with a system and
method for providing extension list dialing is shown. The
mobile communication device 20 further includes a proc-
essor 22, a database 24, a keyboard 26 and a display
27. The keyboard 26 preferably includes a keypad portion
28 or the capability for the user to use the keyboard 26
to dial a telephone number. Although shown as being
external to the processor 22, the database 24 can also
be located within the processor 22. As will be understood,
only components of the device 20 which are necessary
for implementation or execution of the system and meth-
od for providing extension dialing are shown and that not
all components required for operation of the mobile com-
munication device are shown.
[0013] In one implementation, as schematically shown
in Figure 3, a table 30, which schematically represents
the information stored within the address book of the mo-
bile communication device, is stored within the database
24. As will be understood, the table 30 shown in Figure
3 is simply representative of one way to store address
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book information and that other storage methods are con-
templated both with respect to the information associated
with each address book entry or the method of storage.
[0014] The table 30 includes a plurality of address book
entries 32, whereby the entries 32 are numbered 1 to n
(where n represents a predetermined maximum number
of entries). The maximum number of entries can also be
determined by the amount of memory allotted for address
book storage. In the current table 30, each entry in the
table 30 includes a first name section 34, a last name
section 36, an address section 38, a phone number sec-
tion 40, a phone number extension section 42 and an
email section 44. Other sections can be included and it
will be understood that the type information stored in each
entry, as illustrated in Figure 3, is not meant to be an
exhaustive list.
[0015] With respect to entry 3 (IT Dept), a plurality of
extensions are associated with the phone number for this
entry. Storage of the plurality of extensions can be done
in any number of ways. In one implementation, the ex-
tensions are stored in a delimited list so that they can all
be displayed in a popup or screen dialog (such as shown
in Figures 4a or 4b) that is presented to the user after a
connection is achieved between the mobile communica-
tion device and the associated phone number. For in-
stance, the phone number and phone number extension
information can be stored as {617 3251 w "Terry" 922
ww "Will "945 ww "Joe" 961} where the ww is used as a
delimiter between different extensions. In an alternative
storage method, where an address book entry includes
an extension field, the extensions can be stored as {ww
"Terry" 922 ww "Will" 945 ww "Joe" 961}. It will be un-
derstood that the delimiter "ww" can be replaced with any
other delimiter that is acceptable or understood to be a
wait list extension delimited by the mobile communication
device. If the address book provides multiple extension
field entries the information can be stored as (x "Terry"
922) for the first field, (x "Will" 945) for the second field
and (x "Joe" 961) for the third field whereby the ’x’ is
optional since the device would already know that these
are phone number extensions. In a further implementa-
tion, there are no names associated with the individual
extensions.
[0016] In yet a further implementation, both x and ww
delimiters can be used in a single address book entry.
Use of x delimiters will be understood by one skilled in
the art. The "w" is used and understood by most com-
munication devices to provide the screen dialog of Figure
1 and therefore the "ww" can be used to instruct the mo-
bile device to display a list of all associated extensions.
For instance, with the entry {617 3251x 67 ww "Terry"
922 ww "Will" 945 ww "Joe" 961}, Figure 1 would be in-
itially displayed to the user and if the user selects the Dial
Extension 67 button 12, a second screen dialog, such as
Figure 4a or 4b is then displayed. Currently, the inclusion
of the letter x in an address book entry prompts the device
to display the screen or wait dialog.
[0017] Turning to Figure 4a, a schematic diagram of a

screen dialog in accordance with an implementation of
a system for providing a wait extension list selection di-
alog is shown. The screen dialog is associated with the
table 30. In operation, after the user has dialed the
number associated with entry 3 (617-3251) and a con-
nection is established, the screen dialog 40 is shown.
The user can then select which member of the IT Dept.
to contact. For instance, the user can select extension
922 for Terry (button or option 42), extension 945 for Will
(button or option 44), extension 961 for Joe (button or
option 46), by-pass or skip the extension entering (button
or option 48) or end the call (button or option 50). Alter-
natively, as shown in Figure 4b, the names of the indi-
viduals associated with the extensions is shown instead
of the extension so that the user recognizes whom he/she
is trying to contact. As shown in Figure 4b, the user can
select Terry (button 42), Will (button 44), Joe (button 46),
by-pass or skip the extension entering (button 48) or end
the call (button 50).
[0018] Although listed as buttons, this is for mobile de-
vices where the display is a touch screen. In an alterna-
tive implementation, the extensions or names are listed
and can be selected via use of the trackball or keyboard
using known methods.
[0019] Turning to Figure 5, a flowchart outlining a
method of providing extension list dialing or selection is
shown. Firstly, an address book entry is entered 100 into
the mobile communication device address book whereby
the address book entry includes at least two different
extensions associated with a telephone number. When
the processor 22 senses 102 that the phone number as-
sociated with the address book entry is dialed, the proc-
essor 22 accesses 104 the database 24 to retrieve the
extension information. After a connection is established
between the mobile communication device and the te-
lephony apparatus of the dialed number and the connec-
tion sensed 106 by the processor, the screen dialog 40
is then displayed 108 to the user on the display 27. The
user can then select the desired extension and is con-
nected by the telephony apparatus.
[0020] Implementations of the disclosure can be rep-
resented as a software product stored in a machine-read-
able medium (also referred to as a computer-readable
medium, a processor-readable medium, or a computer
usable medium having a computer-readable program
code embodied therein). The machine-readable medium
can be any suitable tangible medium, including magnetic,
optical, or electrical storage medium including a diskette,
compact disk read only memory (CD-ROM), memory de-
vice (volatile or non-volatile), or similar storage mecha-
nism. The machine-readable medium can contain vari-
ous sets of instructions, code sequences, configuration
information, or other data, which, when executed, cause
a processor to perform a method according to an imple-
mentation of the disclosure. Those of ordinary skill in the
art will appreciate that other instructions and operations
necessary to implement the described disclosure can al-
so be stored on the machine-readable medium. Software
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running from the machine-readable medium can inter-
face with circuitry to perform the described tasks.
The above-described implementations of the disclosure
are intended to be examples only. Alterations, modifica-
tions and variations can be effected to the particular im-
plementations by those of skill in the art without departing
from the scope of the disclosure, which is defined solely
by the claims appended hereto.

Claims

1. A method of providing extension list dialing in a mo-
bile communication device comprising:

storing a plurality of extensions within a single
address book entry;
sensing dialing of a phone number associated
with the single address book entry;
sensing connection between the mobile com-
munication device and the phone number to es-
tablish a call; and
displaying a screen dialog with each of the plu-
rality of extensions for selection of one of the
plurality of extensions.

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein sensing connection
between the mobile communication device and the
phone number further comprises:

retrieving extension information associated with
the single address book entry.

3. The method of Claim 1 or Claim 2 wherein storing a
plurality of extensions comprises:

storing the plurality of extensions with delimiters
in said address book entry.

4. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein names associated with each of the plurality
of extensions are displayed.

5. A method of providing extension list dialing in a mo-
bile communication device comprising:

retrieving an address book entry having a plu-
rality of extensions;
determining a number of extensions by search-
ing for delimiters in the address book entry; and
displaying a screen dialog with each of the list
of extensions for selection of one of the exten-
sions.

6. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein displaying a screen dialog further comprises
displaying an option for skipping extension entering.

7. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein displaying a screen dialog further comprises
displaying an option for ending the call.

8. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein displaying a screen dialog further comprises
displaying each of the plurality of extensions in a list.

9. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein the term "ww" or the term "x" is used as the
delimiter.

10. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein names associated with each of the plurality
of extensions are displayed.

11. Apparatus for providing extension list dialing in a mo-
bile communication device comprising:

a processor;
a database storing at least one address book
entry with multiple extensions;
where when the processor senses a dialing one
of the at least one address book entries with
multiple extensions, the processor displays a
screen dialog with each of the multiple exten-
sions for selection of one of the multiple exten-
sions.

12. The apparatus of Claim 11 wherein the database is
located within the processor.

13. The apparatus of Claim 11 or Claim 12 wherein the
database comprises a table for storing the at least
one address book entries.

14. The apparatus of Claim 13 wherein the table com-
prises an extension section for each of the at least
one address book entries.

15. A computer-readable medium storing computer-
readable instructions executable by a processor of
a computing device to cause said device to imple-
ment the steps of the method of claims 1 to 10.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A method of providing extension list dialing in a
mobile communication device (20) comprising:

storing a plurality of extensions within a single
address book entry (32);
sensing dialing of a phone number associated
with the single address book entry (32);
sensing connection between the mobile com-
munication device (20) and a telephony appa-
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ratus associated with the phone number to es-
tablish a call; and
displaying a screen dialog (40) with each of the
plurality of extensions and a name associated
with each of the plurality of extensions for selec-
tion of one of the plurality of extensions.

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein sensing connec-
tion between the mobile communication device (20)
and the telephony apparatus associated with the
phone number further comprises:

retrieving extension information associated with
the single address book entry (32).

3. The method of Claim 1 or Claim 2 wherein storing
a plurality of extensions comprises:

storing the plurality of extensions with delimiters
in the address book entry (32).

4. The method of Claim 1 further comprising:

retrieving the single address book entry (32)
having the plurality of extensions after sensing
dialing of the phone number associated with the
single address book entry (32); and
determining a number of extensions by search-
ing for delimiters in the single address book entry
(32) before displaying the screen dialog.(40)

5. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein displaying a screen dialog (40) further com-
prises displaying an option for skipping extension
entering.

6. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein displaying a screen dialog (40) further com-
prises displaying an option for ending the call.

7. The method of any one of the preceding Claims
wherein displaying a screen dialog (40) further com-
prises displaying each of the plurality of extensions
in a list.

8. The method of any one of Claims 3 or 4 wherein
the term "ww" or the term "x" is used as the delimiter.

9. Apparatus for providing extension list dialing in a
mobile communication device (20) comprising:

a processor (22);
a database (24) storing at least one address
book entry (32) with multiple extensions;
a display (27) adapted to display a screen dialog
(40) with each of the multiple extensions and a
name associated with each of the multiple ex-
tensions for selection of one of the multiple ex-

tensions after the processor (22) has connected
a call between the mobile communication device
(20) and a telephony apparatus associated with
the at least one address book entry (32).

10. The apparatus of Claim 9 wherein the database
(24) is located within the processor (22).

11. The apparatus of Claim 9 or Claim 10 wherein
the database (24) comprises a table (30) for storing
the at least one address book entry (32).

12. The apparatus of Claim 11 wherein the table (30)
comprises an extension section for each of the at
least one address book entries (32).

13. A computer-readable medium storing computer-
readable instructions executable by a processor (22)
of a computing device to cause the device to imple-
ment the steps of the method of claims 1 to 8.
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