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(57) There are provided a method by which a stress
history of an abject can be measured with high reliability
if the object, which has temporarily been elastically de-
formed upon receiving an external force, recovers from
the elastic deformation, and a composite material con-
taining cement as a main component, of which a stress
history can be measured with high reliability without re-
ducing the strength of the material itself and without
breaking the structure. To achieve the above-mentioned
advantages, the method includes the steps of: acquiring
an initial value of a twin density for calcite particles con-

tained in an object to be measured that is elastically de-
formable upon receiving an external force; and measur-
ing a history of stresses received by the object to be
measured on the basis of a difference from the initial
value in respect of the twin density for the calcite particles
after the object to be measured receives the external
force. The composite material includes calcite particles,
for which a twin density is known and which are mixed
to be distributed in the material, partially replacing an
aggregate of the material.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of
measuring a stress history and a composite material con-
taining cement as a main component.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, for example, a marker or a sen-
sor is provided at a concrete product or structure or the
like and then an existing stress is measured to obtain a
measurement of an internal stress in the concrete (as
disclosed in Patent Document 1) or an internal stress in
a concrete product or structure or the like is estimated
based on the rebound amount or the AE Kaiser effect of
a core extracted from the concrete (as disclosed in Patent
Documents 2 and 3).
[0003]

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application
Publication No. 2004-101322
Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent Application
Publication No. 11-295198
Patent Document 3: Japanese Patent Application
Publication No. 07-63624

Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] If a concrete structure is not broken but elasti-
cally deformed when a concrete structure, for example,
has been subjected to the momentary significant force
due to a natural disaster such as an earthquake and a
whirlwind or an accident such as a collision between the
concrete structure and a high-speed traffic entity, and
thereafter an external force is released and the elastic
deformation is recovered, the magnitude and distribution
of the force received by the concrete structure may not
accurately be known.
In such a case, a stress history of the concrete structure
may be analyzed by estimation through simulation or by
estimation of the maximum stress amount of a core ex-
tracted from a point of the concrete structure that is ex-
pected to be important, using an acoustic emission (AE)
measurement. By either method, however, the stress his-
tory may not be evaluated with high reliability.
In the estimation through simulation, the magnitude and
the direction of the external force, which abruptly oc-
curred, are obtained only through guessing, and thus the
simulation results may be ambiguous.
In the estimation through the AE measurement, a core
material is loaded on a mechanical testing machine to
obtain the AE of a minute breaking sound, and the max-
imum stress is estimated on the basis of a point in the
AE at which the minute breaking sound increases. By

this method, however, an accurate estimation cannot be
expected. In addition, the AE measurement is not a re-
production test because the direction of the maximum
stress at the occurrence of the event is not known. More-
over, because the AE measurement is performed by a
destructive inspection, the inspection may not be per-
formed at many points in the entire structure.
[0005] Further, another method may be to analyze a
stress history of a concrete structure by providing many
strain gauges in the entire concrete structure for contin-
uous monitoring. However, such a method is not practical
for ordinary buildings. In addition, embedding sensors,
which are foreign objects, in a concrete structure makes
the structure inhomogeneous, which may cause a break
of the structure.
[0006] In view of the foregoing circumstances, the in-
ventors made diligent studies to find that changes in twin
density of calcite in a composite material such as con-
crete exhibits a characteristic distribution that may serve
as an index of a stress, and that a stress history can be
analyzed on the basis of a measurement of the twin den-
sity of the calcite. The present invention was made on
the basis of this finding.
An object of the present invention is to provide a method
by which a stress history can be measured with high re-
liability if an obj ect, which has temporarily been elasti-
cally deformed upon receiving an external force, recovers
from the elastic deformation.
Another object of the present invention is to provide a
composite material containing cement as a main com-
ponent, of which a stress history can be measured with
high reliability without reducing the strength of the mate-
rial itself and without breaking the object.

Solution to Problem

[0007] A method of measuring a stress history accord-
ing to the present invention comprises the steps of: ac-
quiring an initial value of a twin density for calcite particles
contained in an object to be measured that is elastically
deformable upon receiving an external force; and meas-
uring a history of stresses received by the object to be
measured on the basis of a difference from the initial
value in respect of the twin density for the calcite particles
after the object to be measured receives the external
force.
[0008] In the method of measuring a stress history ac-
cording to the present invention, the initial value of the
twin density for the calcite particles may be acquired
since the calcite particles for which a twin density is
known are mixed in advance to be distributed in the object
to be measured.
In the above case, the calcite particles having the known
twin density preferably do not contain twin crystals.
[0009] The method of measuring a stress history ac-
cording to the present invention may further include the
steps of: defining at least one area of the object to be
measured as an area to be inspected and calculating an
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average value of the respective twin densities for a plu-
rality of calcite particles each having a crystal face ex-
posed on the area to be inspected to obtain an average
twin density; and estimating the magnitude and distribu-
tion of the external force which has acted on the entire
object to be measured on the basis of a difference be-
tween the initial value and the average twin density.
[0010] A composite material containing cement as a
main component, according to the present invention, in-
cludes calcite particles for which a twin density is known
and which are mixed to be distributed in the material,
partially replacing an aggregate of the material.

Effect of the Invention

[0011] According to the method of the present inven-
tion, twin crystals generated in accordance with the ex-
ternal force which has acted on the object to be measured
(for example, concrete) remain in the calcite particles
even after the external force is released and the object
to be measured itself recovers from the elastic deforma-
tion. Thus, the stress history, specifically the absolute
values of stresses including the maximum stress, the cur-
rently existing stress, and the momentary stress, and the
distribution of the stresses, for example, can be meas-
ured with high accuracy on the basis of a difference from
an initial value, which should be acquired in advance, in
respect of the twin density for the calcite particles.
In addition, the stress history of the entire object to be
measured can be estimated by utilizing the fact that the
average twin density for a plurality of calcite particles
existing in an area of a predetermined size exhibits a
characteristic distribution that the average twin density
tends to increase according to the external force. Thus,
the stress history can be detected for a multiplicity of
scales ranging from a microscopic scale to a scale of the
entire object to be measured such as a concrete struc-
ture, for example. A local phenomenon at an end of a
crack can also be analyzed.
Further, it is only necessary to perform a surface treat-
ment that does not affect the strength of the object to be
measured itself. Thus, the measurement itself does not
affect the measurement results. In addition, the meas-
urement can be performed in a non-destructive manner,
continuous observations such as a secular change, and
comparison between before and after occurrence of an
accident, can also be performed.
[0012] Furthermore, when calcite particles that do not
initially contain twin crystals (that is, the initial value of
the twin density for the calcite particles is 0) are used, a
sufficiently wide measurable range is obtained, and it is
not necessary to count twin crystals in an area to be
measured on which no stress has acted. Thus, high ef-
ficiency is obtained.
[0013] The composite material containing cement as
a main component according to the present invention,
on which the above-mentioned method can be per-
formed, is mixed with calcite particles which are foreign

matters. The calcite particles have such property that
they plastically flow (to form twin crystals) upon receiving
a shearing force of a certain magnitude and are compat-
ible with cement in an environment at a normal (low) tem-
perature. When using the composite material of the
present invention, it is possible to measure the stress
history of a product or a structure made of the composite
material without reducing the strength of the product or
the structure itself due to the presence of the calcite par-
ticles in the product or structure, and without breaking
the product or the structure. Best Mode for Carrying Out
the Invention
[0014] An embodiment of the present invention will be
described below assuming, for example, that a stress
history of a product (object to be measured) is to be meas-
ured wherein the product is made of concrete as a com-
posite material containing cement as a main component.
In carrying out the method of the present embodiment of
the present invention, it is necessary to prepare the con-
crete that includes calcite particles. The calcite particles
are crystalline particles that exhibit twin crystals upon
receiving a force including a shearing force of a certain
magnitude. The calcite particles should be mixed in ad-
vance to be substantially uniformly distributed, and the
initial value of the twin density for the calcite particles
should be known. Such concrete is obtained by partially
replacing sand as an aggregate with such calcite parti-
cles during production of the concrete. The term "twin
density" refers to the number of twin crystals contained
per predetermined length in an axial direction that is or-
thogonal to an e surface where twin crystals are gener-
ated upon receiving a shearing force of a certain magni-
tude.
[0015] The calcite particles are not specifically limited
as long as they have a known twin density. However, the
calcite particles preferably do not contain twin crystals
(that is, they preferably have a twin density of 0). This is
because high efficiency can be obtained as follows: a
sufficiently wide measurable range (allowance for chang-
es in the twin density) is secured in view of the measure-
ment principle that changes in twin density are detected,
and furthermore it is not necessary to count twin crystals
in an area to be measured on which no stress has acted.
Thus, high efficiency is obtained.
[0016] The particle diameter of the calcite particles is
preferably the same as the particle diameter of the sand
as the aggregate forming the concrete, and may be spe-
cifically 63 to 2000 Pm, for example. The term "particle
diameter of the calcite particles" refers to the short side
of a rectangle circumscribed around the maximum pro-
jection area of the calcite particle.
If the particle diameter of the calcite particles is too large,
the resulting concrete product or structure is not likely to
have a sufficient strength. If the particle diameter of the
calcite particles is too small, it may be difficult to measure
the twin density on a crystal face.
[0017] The calcite particles preferably account for 0.3
to 10% by volume of the total, for example, and more
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preferably 1 to 5% by volume. This ensures measure-
ment (inspection) of stresses over an intended period
while positively preventing a reduction in strength of the
concrete product or structure.
[0018] If the concrete in which the calcite particles are
mixed as described above is subjected to an external
force including a shearing force that does not break a
concrete product or structure itself made of the concrete
but that elastically deforms the concrete product or struc-
ture, for example, twin crystals are formed on some crys-
tal faces of the calcite particles. The twin crystals formed
on the calcite particles do not disappear even after the
external force is released and the elastic deformation is
recovered. Therefore, a history of stresses received by
the concrete product or structure can be measured by
measuring changes in twin density for the calcite particles
because the calcite particles may function as a whole to
be a micro stress meter.
[0019] An example of the method of measuring a
stress history will be specifically described. First, a part
of the surface of a thin concrete test specimen cut out
from an object to be measured is selected as an area to
be inspected, or a part of the surface of the object to be
measured is selected as an area to be inspected without
being cut out from the object to be measured as a test
specimen. The surface of the area to be inspected is
ground to expose respective crystal faces of a plurality
of calcite particles as surfaces to be inspected. The size
of the area to be inspected is not specifically limited, and
may be appropriately set in accordance with the purpose.
Then, the entire surface to be inspected is scanned using
an optical microscope, for example, and image analysis
is performed to measure the twin density for each of the
plurality of calcite particles, the crystal face of which has
been exposed to allow checking whether twin crystals
are present or absent. The average value of the respec-
tive twin densities thus obtained for the plurality of calcite
particles, or the average twin density, is calculated.
As discussed above, the average twin density for the
plurality of calcite particles, which exist in the area to be
inspected having a predetermined size, depends on the
magnitude of the external force, and tends to increase
as the external force becomes larger. Specifically, the
average twin density is proportional to the magnitude of
the external force. Thus, the absolute values and distri-
bution of the stresses received by the entire object to be
measured can be estimated on the basis of a change in
twin density, specifically a difference between the aver-
age twin density thus obtained and the initial value of the
twin density (for example,0).
[0020] Therefore, according to the above method, twin
crystals generated due to and according to the external
force which has acted on the object to be measured (for
example, concrete) remain in the calcite particles even
after the external force is released and the object to be
measured itself recovers from the elastic deformation.
Thus, the stress history, specifically the absolute values
of stresses including the maximum stress, the currently

existing stress, and the momentary stress, and the dis-
tribution of the stresses, for example, can be measured
with high accuracy on the basis of changes in twin density
or a difference from the acquired initial value with respect
to the twin density for the calcite particles.
In addition, the stress history of the entire object to be
measured can be estimated by utilizing the fact that the
average twin density for a plurality of calcite particles
existing in an area of a predetermined size exhibits a
characteristic distribution that the average twin density
tends to increase according to the external force. Thus,
the stress history can be detected for a multiplicity of
scales ranging from a microscopic scale to a scale of the
entire object to be measured such as a concrete struc-
ture, for example. A local phenomenon at an end of a
crack can also be analyzed.
Further, it is necessary only to perform a surface treat-
ment to such an extent that the measurement does not
affect the strength of the object to be measured itself.
Thus, the measurement itself does not affect the meas-
urement results. In addition, the measurement can be
performed in a non-destructive manner. Accordingly,
continuous observations such as a secular change, com-
parison between before and after occurrence of an acci-
dent, or the like, for example, can also be performed.
[0021] Moreover, when calcite particles that do not in-
itially contain twin crystals (that is, the initial value of the
twin density for the calcite particles is 0) are used, a suf-
ficiently wide measurable range is obtained, and it is not
necessary to count twin crystals in an area to be meas-
ured on which no stress has acted. Thus, high efficiency
is obtained.
[0022] An exemplary experiment was performed as
described below to demonstrate the effect of the present
invention.

<Exemplary Experiment>

[0023] High-strength mortar was produced by knead-
ing (cement + silica fume) , (sand + calcite particles), and
water at a mass ratio of 1:2.5:0.35. The proportion of the
silica fume was 10% with respect to the mass of the ce-
ment. The calcite particles were obtained by cutting a
calcite block that does not contain twin crystals into par-
ticles having a diameter of 1.6 to 2 mm (which are as
large as sand particles), and were added in a proportion
of 1% with respect to the mass of the sand.
[0024] The high-strength mortar thus obtained was
formed into a sample, which was matured in water at
20°C. Then, the bending strength and the compressive
strength of the sample at the material age of 28 days
were measured. In the bending strength test, the maxi-
mum load was 4905.0 [N] (0.5 [t]), and the bending
strength was 11.5 [N/mm2]. In the compressive strength
test, the maximum load was 131454.0 [N] (13.4 [t]), and
the compressive strength was 82.2 [N/mm2].
[0025] The bending strength test was performed in ac-
cordance with JIS R 5201, and the compressive strength
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test used a formed sample of 4 x 4 x 8 cm.
[0026] The twin density (initial value) for the calcite par-
ticles in the sample formed from the high-strength mortar
having the physical properties described above was
measured in an unloaded state. The measured twin den-
sity was substantially 0/mm. The twin density was meas-
ured by defining a part of the area of the sample as an
area to be inspected, grinding the surface of the area to
be inspected to expose respective crystal faces of a plu-
rality of calcite particles, and measuring the respective
twin densities for the calcite particles using an optical
microscope to calculate an average value.
Then, a load of about 60% of the breaking strength was
applied to the sample in the same way as in the above
compressive strength test, and thereafter the respective
twin densities for the calcite particles in the identical area
to be inspected were measured. The measured twin den-
sity (an average value of three particles) was 2.1/mm.
Meanwhile, a load of the breaking strength was applied
to the sample (to break the sample), and thereafter the
respective twin densities for the calcite particles were
measured. The measured twin density (an average value
was 21.3/mm. It was confirmed that the average value
of the twin densities increased in proportion to the load
applied to the sample.
[0027] While an embodiment of the present invention
has been described above, the present invention is not
limited to the above embodiment, and may be modified
in various ways.
For example, the method according to the present inven-
tion is applicable to any obj ect to be measured that may
contain calcite particles, which may specifically be a ma-
terial (composite material) for construction of the building
or the like, which contains cement as a main component
such as mortar, a mudsill (a structure formed by packing
soil) forming a foundation of a building, a molded resin
article, or the like.
Specific conditions such as the number and positions of
areas to be inspected that are selected in an obj ect to
be measured and the number of calcite particles required
to calculate an average twin density may be appropriately
determined in accordance with the purpose.
[0028] In the method described above, calcite parti-
cles, for which the initial value of the twin density is known
(for example, zero), are mixed in concrete before placing
the concrete, and a history of stresses received by an
object to be measured is measured after the object to be
measured, which has temporarily been elastically de-
formed upon receiving an external force, recovers from
the elastic deformation. However, if sand-like calcite par-
ticles, for which the twin density is unknown, are con-
tained in an existing concrete structure, for example, it
is possible (i) to measure a stress event that may occur
in the future, and (ii) to explore a local stress concentra-
tion inside the structure that occurred during a period
from construction to the present.
Specifically, in the above case (i), it is considered that
natural calcite particles have already experienced some

stress event and thus already have twin crystals. The
twin density in this state is acquired as an initial value,
and the twin density is continuously measured to monitor
an increase in twin density from the initial value due to a
stress event.
In the above case (ii), assuming that the respective twin
densities for the calcite particles are more or less con-
stant in the entire structure, the structure can be evalu-
ated by measuring an average twin density of a portion
that is considered to have been subjected to a relatively
low stress to determine the measured value as an initial
value for the entire structure, finding a portion where cal-
cite particles, for which the twin density is higher than the
initial value, locally concentrate, and defining the portion
thus found as the portion to be inspected.

Industrial Applicability

[0029] The present invention is suitable for application
to a structure that is subjected to a stress at all times
such as a dam and a power plant, a small bridge, a harbor
breakwater, a small structure such as an apartment build-
ing, and so forth. In particular, the present invention is
expected to be extremely useful to inspect whether a
small structure keeps a predetermined strength after re-
ceiving a force that is no so large as to break the structure,
for example a shake of an earthquake with an intensity
of 5 plus or 6 which is never large enough to break the
structure, to monitor a local stress concentration accom-
panied by deterioration of the structure itself, and so forth.
In addition, in evaluating the strength of a concrete struc-
ture, for example, in particular a reinforced concrete
structure, the present invention allows measurement of
the strength of concrete itself. Thus, it is expected that
adequate evaluation can be made as to whether or not
the arrangement of reinforcements is appropriate, wheth-
er or not the concrete material itself is appropriate, and
so forth.

Claims

1. A method of measuring a stress history, comprising
the steps of:

acquiring an initial value of a twin density for
calcite particles contained in an object to be
measured that is elastically deformable upon re-
ceiving an external force; and
measuring a history of stresses received by the
object to be measured on the basis of a differ-
ence from the initial value in respect of the twin
density for the calcite particles after the object
to be measured receives the external force.

2. The method of measuring a stress history according
to claim 1, wherein
the twin density for the calcite particles is known and
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the calcite particles are mixed in advance to be dis-
tributed in the object to be measured.

3. The method of measuring a stress history according
to claim 2, wherein
the calcite particles mixed in advance in the object
to be measured do not contain twin crystals.

4. The method of measuring a stress history according
to any one of claims 1 to 3, further comprising the
steps of:

defining at least one area of the object to be
measured as an area to be inspected, and cal-
culating an average value of the respective twin
densities for a plurality of calcite particles each
having a crystal face exposed on the area to be
inspected to obtain an average twin density; and
estimating the magnitude and distribution of the
external force which has acted on the entire ob-
ject to be measured on the basis of a difference
between the initial value and the average twin
density.

5. A composite material comprising:

cement as a main component and
calcite particles for which a twin density is known
and which are mixed to be distributed in the ma-
terial, partially replacing an aggregate of the ma-
terial.
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