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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
manufacturing a packaging bag in which a main bag body
can be kept in a prescribed shape by means of a frame-
work member.
[0002] US 6,334,710 B1 discloses a self-standing con-
tainer which is composed of a tubular shaped main body
having opposite open-end portions and of a bottom-form-
ing sheet. The bottom-forming sheet is joined to the pe-
riphery of the lower open-end portion of the main body
by a fusion-bonding method to form a flat bottom. Each
of the main body and the bottom-forming sheet is formed
of a laminate film having at least two layers. A holder
formed of paper for arranging the contents in a proper
condition may be Inserted in the container.
[0003] US 4,082,218 A describes a collapsible carton
and plastic bag container. A plastic sheet material of rec-
tangular configuration is laid out for receiving a carton
blank. The blank is affixed to the plastic sheet material
along its perimeter by an adhesive.
[0004] US 2,998,183 A relates to a composite contain-
er. A roll stock of thermoplastic material such as polyeth-
ylene is provided which has been prefolded along a bot-
tom defining line to form the two sides of the container.
A roll of band material Is provided on each side of the
prefolded polyethylene web. The band may be of various
tearable materials such as paper or the like. This material
is coated on its side adjacent the prefolded web with a
heat-sealable material. These coated bands are trained
around their respective idler roll and then brought into
contact with their corresponding side of the polyethylene
web. An electrically heated ribbon forms a longitudinal
seal along the side of the web and to its respective band.
The composite web is then passed through other idler
rolls and to a vertically reciprocating duplex sealing bar
which forms a double heat seal extending across both
sides of the container and also sealing the bands togeth-
er. A cut-off knife cuts the web between each double seal
to thereby form individual containers.
[0005] US 2,330,015 A refers to a container. Two webs
removed, respectively, from a roll are shaped about a
hollow form. The marginal edges are joined to form a
multi-ply tube. The multi-ply tube is flattened and trans-
versely sealed by heated clamping tools. The nested
tubes are substantially free of attachment to each other
except at the transverse seals. The space between the
two tubes is utilized to receive two strips fed from two
rolls between the webs. The strips introduced between
the nested tubes may serve as reinforcements for the
webs. The material of the strips may for example be pa-
per. Said document shows the features of the preamble
of claim 5.
[0006] WO 01/92111 A describes a plurality of discrete
packages which are manufactured from an indefinite
length of gusseted packaging material. Each package
has an insert inserted through an incision in the packag-
ing.

[0007] US 3,896,991 discloses three rolls which are
positioned so that a continuous length of semirigid ma-
terial on one roll is expanded between and substantially
centered between the continuous lengths of synthetic
plastic films expanded from the other rolls. The super-
posed sheets are then bonded together by pressing the
sheets together between heated rollers to form a web
laminate, which is subsequently cut into sheet lengths.
[0008] There have conventionally been various kinds
of packaging bags made of plastic film material. There
has recently been a strong demand to cause such a pack-
aging bag to receive products such as teabags having
predetermined shapes, without collapsing their shapes.
The applicant has pursued the development of a pack-
aging bag in response to the above-mentioned demand.
Such a packaging bag is composed of a main bag body
made of plastic film material and a sleeve disposed there-
in. The sleeve is foldable/unfoldable and is inserted into
the main bag body from an opening thereof. Accordingly,
the sleeve received in the main bag body is foldable/
unfoldable together with the main bag body, to enable
the sleeve and the main bag body to be shifted between
a generally flat collapsed state and an expanded state.
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No.
2001-322187 discloses such a packaging bag and tech-
nical effects provided by it.
[0009] In the above-mentioned packaging bag, it is es-
sential to place the sleeve having a suitable size to the
main bag body in proper position in the main bag body,
in order to provide an excellent external appearance of
the packaging bag in the expanded state.
[0010] However, it is not easy to insert the sleeve hav-
ing the suitable size into the main bag body from the
opening thereof. More specifically, when the length of
the opening of the main bag body, which is kept in the
collapsed state, is identical to the width of the sleeve,
which is also kept in the collapsed state, the total thick-
ness of the collapsed sleeve makes it difficult to insert
the sleeve into the main bag body, because of no exist-
ence of gusset. In case where the main bag body is pro-
vided in its opening with a linear fastener, the liner fas-
tener makes the insertion operation of the sleeve more
difficult. Such difficulty in insertion operation of the sleeve
deteriorates a manufacturing efficiency of the packaging
bag, thus leading to an increased manufacturing cost
thereof.
[0011] It is conceivable to reduce the size of the sleeve
in order to facilitate the inserting operation of the sleeve
into the main bag body. In this case, the sleeve kept in
the expanded state is loosely fitted into the main body
kept in the same expanded state to cause a large gap
between the sleeve and the main body, thus deteriorating
an external appearance of the packaging bag.
[0012] An object of the present invention, which was
made to solve the above-described problems, is to pro-
vide a method for manufacturing a packaging bag, which
permits to facilitate manufacture thereof, thus reducing
the manufacturing costs, and provide an excellent exter-
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nal appearance in an expanded state.
[0013] The above and other objects of the invention
are achieved by a method for manufacturing a packaging
bag according to claim 1. Preferred embodiments are
claimed in the dependent claims.
[0014] In order to solve the above-mentioned object,
a method according to the third aspect of the present
invention for manufacturing a packaging bag, comprises
the steps of:

(a) continuously feeding a pair of strips of plastic film
material for a main bag body in a longitudinal direc-
tion so as to be apart from each other;
(b) continuously feeding a pair of strips of thin sheet
material for a framework member to place said pair
of strips for the framework member on respective
inner surfaces of said pair of strips for the main bag
body in predetermined positions thereof;
(c) bonding said pair of strips for the framework mem-
ber to said pair of strips for the main bag body, re-
spectively;
(d) bringing one of said pair of strips for the main bag
body close to another of said pair of strips for the
main bag body so as to cause said pair of strips for
the framework member face each other, thus pre-
paring a set of composite strips;
(e) thermally bonding said set of composite strips in
a perpendicular direction to a longitudinal direction
thereof by predetermined intervals to form side heat-
sealed portions;
(f) thermally bonding said set of composite strips on
one of longitudinal edges of said set of composite
strips to form a bottom heat-sealed portion; and
(g) cutting each of said side heat-sealed portions in
two in said perpendicular direction to the longitudinal
direction of said set of composite strips,

thereby continuously manufacturing a plurality of pack-
aging bags each of which comprises the main bag body
and the framework member, which is foldable/unfoldable
together with said main bag body, to enable said frame-
work member and said main bag body to be shifted be-
tween a generally flat collapsed state and an expanded
state.
[0015] In the above-mentioned method, said steps (a)
to (g) may be carried out on a manufacturing line.
[0016] The above-mentioned method may further
comprise the step of: (h) prior to said step (b), forming
bending facilitation portions on each of said pair of strips
for the framework member so as to extend in a perpen-
dicular direction to a feeding direction of said pair of strips
for the framework member.
[0017] In the above-mentioned method, said steps (a)
to (h) may be
[0018] carried out on a manufacturing line.
[0019] The present disclosure also encompasses a
method for manufacturing a packaging bag, which is not
according to the present invention and comprises the

steps of:

(a) placing a pair of pieces of plastic film material for
a main bag body so as to be apart from each other;
(b) placing a pair of pieces of thin sheet material for
a framework member on respective inner surfaces
of said pair of pieces for the main bag body in pre-
determined positions thereof;
(c) bonding said pair of pieces for the framework
member to said pair of pieces for the main bag body,
respectively;
(d) bringing one of said pair of pieces for the main
bag body close to another of said pair of pieces for
the main bag body so as to cause said pair of pieces
for the framework face each other, thus preparing a
set of composite pieces; and
(e) thermally bonding said set of composite pieces
at opposite side edges and a bottom edge thereof
to form side heat-sealed portions and a bottom heat-
sealed portion;

thereby manufacturing the packaging bags, which com-
prises the main bag body and the framework member,
which is foldable/unfoldable together with said main bag
body, to enable said framework member and said main
bag body to be shifted between a generally flat collapsed
state and an expanded state, wherein the method further
comprises the step of:

(f) prior to said step (b), forming bending facilitation
portions on each of said pair of strips for the frame-
work member.

FIG. 1 is a front view of a packaging bag;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the packaging
bag in which a framework member is kept in an ex-
panded state and a main bag body is deformed ac-
cordingly;

FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view illustrating the
packaging bag in which the lower portion of the main
bag body, projecting downward from the lower end
of the framework member is folded to form a bottom;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the packaging
bag provided with the bottom as shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the packaging
bag in which the upper portion of the main bag body,
projecting upward from the upper edge of the frame-
work member is folded into a flat state, after the pack-
aging bag is filled with contents;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating the packaging
bag in which the opposite edges of the upper portion
of the main bag body, projecting horizontally from
the upper edge of the framework member as shown
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in FIG. 5, are further folded so as to come into contact
with the opposite sides of the packaging bag, respec-
tively, thus providing a rectangular parallelepiped;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating a strip of plas-
tic film for forming the main bag body, on which a set
of male members and a set of female members for
forming a linear fastener are provided while unrolling
the strip of plastic film;

FIG. 8 is a schematic perspective view illustrating a
pair of strips of plastic film material for forming the
framework member, which are subjected to a bend-
ing facilitation portion forming step to form bending
facilitation portions thereon and then traveled so as
to face each other;

FIG. 9 is a partial cross-sectional view illustrating a
roller having a projection, which is used to carry out
the bending facilitation portion forming step and a
resultant bending facilitation portion formed on the
strip of plastic film by means of the projection;

FIG. 10 is a schematic perspective view illustrating
a step for folding the single strip for the main bag
body with the pair of strips for the framework member
in two along the longitudinal central line of the single
strip for the main bag body;

FIG. 11 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating a
step for thermally bonding a folded composite strip
of the single strip for the main bag body and the pair
of strips for the framework member in a perpendic-
ular direction to a longitudinal direction thereof by
predetermined intervals to form heat-sealed por-
tions;

FIG. 12 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating a
step for cutting each of the heat-sealed portions in
two in the perpendicular direction to the longitudinal
direction of the folded composite strip;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view illustrating the pack-
aging bag manufactured by the method according
to the present invention;

FIG. 14 is a perspective view illustrating the pack-
aging bag as shown in FIG. 13, which is turned up-
side down;

FIG. 15 is a schematic perspective view illustrating
a step for continuously feeding a pair of strips of plas-
tic film material for the main bag body, while contin-
uously feeding a pair of strips of thin sheet material
for the framework member to place the pair of strips
for the framework member on the respective inner
surfaces of the pair of strips for the main bag body;

FIG. 16 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating a
step for thermally bonding a set of composite strips
of the pair of strips for the main bag body and the
pair of strips for the framework member in a perpen-
dicular direction to a longitudinal direction thereof by
predetermined intervals to form side heat-sealed
portions, a step for thermally bonding the set of com-
posite strips on one of longitudinal edges of the set
of composite strips to form a bottom heat-sealed por-
tion, and a step for cutting each of the heat-sealed
portions in two in the perpendicular direction to the
longitudinal direction of the set of composite strips;

FIG. 17 is a plan view illustrating the packaging bag
kept in a flat collapsed state, which is manufactured
through completion of the steps as shown in FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a schematic sectional view illustrating the
modification of the method of the present invention,
in which a set of three packaging bags can be pro-
vided in a region of the set of composite strips, which
extends in the perpendicular direction to the feeding
direction of the set of composite strips;

FIG. 19 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating a
series of steps of the modification as shown in FIG.
18;

FIG. 20 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating a
further method not according to the present inven-
tion, which utilizes a single piece of plastic film for
the main bag body and a pair of pieces of thin sheet
material for the framework member in order to man-
ufacture the single packaging bag;

FIG. 21 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating
another method not according to the present inven-
tion, which utilizes a pair of pieces of plastic film for
the main bag body and a pair of pieces of thin sheet
material for the framework member in order to man-
ufacture the single packaging bag; and

FIG. 22 is a schematic descriptive view illustrating
another method not according to the present inven-
tion, which utilizes a pair of pieces of plastic film for
the main bag body and a sleeve serving as the frame-
work member in order to manufacture the single
packaging bag.

[0020] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to the drawings.
[0021] FIG. 1 is a front view of a packaging bag 1. The
packaging bag 1 is composed of a main bag body 2 and
a framework member 10, which is joined to the main bag
body 2 prior to completion of a formation process thereof
and is foldable/unfoldable together with the main bag
body 2, to enable the framework member 10 and the
main bag body 2 to be shifted between a generally flat
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collapsed state and an expanded state.
[0022] More specifically, the main bag body 2 is made
of plastic film material through a main bag body formation
process in a rectangular shape in a generally flat col-
lapsed state. The main bag body 2 is formed by folding
a single rectangular piece of plastic film material for the
main bag body in two along the central line to form a pair
of opposite panel members 3, 3 and thermally bonding
the opposite sides of the thus folded piece to form side
heat-sealed portions 4, 4. The main bag body 2 has an
opening at an opposite side to the central line along which
the above-mentioned piece is folded in two. The main
bag body 2 is provided at the opening with a linear fas-
tener 5. The linear fastener 5 is composed of a male
member 5a formed on the inner surface of one of the
panel members 3, 3 at the above-mentioned opening and
a female member 5b formed on the inner surface of the
other of the panel members 3, 3 at the opening. The male
member 5a can engage with or disengage from the fe-
male member 5b so as to close or open the upper end
of the main bag body 2.
[0023] The framework member 10 is made of thin
sheet material such as plastic material or plastic/paper
composite material. The framework member 10 is com-
posed of a pair of opposite reinforcing sections, which
are thermally bonded to the inner surfaces of the panel
members 3, 3. Each of the reinforcing sections has a
rectangular shape. The positional determination of the
reinforcing section relative to the panel member 3 is made
so as to keep a distance "L1" between the lower edge
13 of the reinforcing section and the lower edge of the
panel member 3 and a distance "L2" between the upper
edge 12 of the reinforcing section and the upper edge of
the panel member 3, as shown in FIG. 1. Each of the
reinforcing sections has the first pair of opposite side edg-
es (i.e., the right and left hand side edges in FIG. 1) and
the second pair of opposite side edges (i.e., the upper
and lower side edges in FIG. 1). The length of each of
the upper and lower side edges of the reinforcing section
is substantially identical to the width of the main bag body
2 so that the right and left hand side edges of the rein-
forcing section are embedded in the side heat-sealed
portions 4, 4. Each of the upper and lower side edges of
each of the reinforcing sections is thermally bonded to
the inner surface of each of the panel members 3, 3 at
the other regions than the side heat-sealed portions 4, 4.
[0024] Each of the reinforcing sections of the frame-
work member 10 is provided at positions shifted inward
from the right and left hand side edges of the main bag
body 2 with a pair of bending facilitation portions 11, 11
extending in parallel with the side heat-sealed portions
4, 4. The bending facilitation portion 11 enables the re-
inforcing section to be easily bent along it, thus ensuring
a folding/unfolding operation of the framework member
10.
[0025] The male member 5a of the linear fastener 5 is
composed of three sections, i.e., a set of a central main
section and opposite side sections, which are placed in

line so as to be apart from each other, as shown in FIG.
7. Gaps between the central main section and the oppo-
site side sections are placed so as to correspond to the
above-mentioned bending facilitation portions. The fe-
male member 5b of the linear fastener 5 is also composed
of three sections in the similar manner as the male mem-
ber 5a. The gaps of each of the male member 5a and
the female member 5b enable the main bag body 2 to be
easily folded in accordance with the shift of the framework
member 10 between the collapsed state and the expand-
ed state.
[0026] The main bag body 2 and the framework mem-
ber 10 are designed so that the height of the framework
member 10 is substantially identical to the height of the
packaging bag 1, which is shifted to an expanded state
and subjected to a bending finishing step to provide a
finished product in the form of a rectangular parallelepi-
ped. The framework member 10 is bent at right angles
at the bending facilitation portions 11, 11, thus forming
the four side corner edges of the rectangular parallele-
piped.
[0027] Now, description will be given below of the plas-
tic film material for the main bag body 2 and the thin sheet
material for the framework member 10.
[0028] A plastic laminate film having a plurality of lay-
ers is used to form the main bag body 2. There may be
used, for example, a laminate film having a layer structure
of an oriented polypropylene (OPP) layer having a thick-
ness of 25Pm and a polyethylene (PE) layer having a
thickness of 50Pm, which are thermally bonded to each
other. In this case, the main bag body 2 is designed so
that the oriented polypropylene layer is placed on the
inner side of the main bag body 2. It is preferable to add
an aluminum layer to the laminate film in order to improve
barrier property. In this case, there may be used a lam-
inate film having a layer structure of an oriented polypro-
pylene (OPP) layer having a thickness of 25Pm, an alu-
minum layer having a thickness of 5Pm, and a polyeth-
ylene (PE) layer having a thickness of 50Pm, which are
thermally bonded to each other.
[0029] A plastic film having a predetermined strength
that enables the predetermined shape into which the
main bag body 2 is shifted together with the framework
member 10 in an expanded state, to be appropriately
maintained is used to form the framework member 10. A
polyethylene (PE) film having a thickness of 100Pm is
for example used for the framework member 10.
[0030] The packaging bag 1 having the above-de-
scribed structure is shifted from the generally flat col-
lapsed state as shown in FIG. 1 to the expanded finished
state as shown in FIG. 6 through the intermediate states
as shown in FIGS. 2 to 5.
[0031] First, the opposite sides of the packaging bag
1, which is kept in the generally flat collapsed state, are
pushed inwardly in directions as shown by arrows in FIG.
2, with the result that the pair of opposite reinforcing sec-
tions of the framework member 10 are folded at right
angles along the bending facilitation portions 11, 11, thus
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shifting the framework member 10 together with the main
bag body 2 from the generally flat collapsed state to the
expanded state in the form of sleeve. Such a pushing
operation provides opposite front and rear panel portions
8a, 8b, and opposite side panel portions 6, 6. The above-
mentioned pushing operation also provides an upper por-
tion 3a, which upwardly projects from the upper edge 12
of the framework member 10, and a lower portion 3b,
which downwardly projects from the lower edge 13 of the
framework member 10. In such a pushing operation, the
side heat-sealed portions 4, 4 are bent rearward.
[0032] Then, the lower portion 3b downwardly project-
ing from the lower edge 13 of the framework member 10
is folded along the lower edge 13 of the framework mem-
ber 10 into a flat state so as to provide a pair of triangular
portions 7a, 7a extending outwardly and generally hori-
zontally as shown in dotted lines in FIG. 2. The triangular
portions 7a, 7a are bent inwardly along the lower edge
of the framework member 10 and thermally bonded to
the counterpart, as shown in solid lines in FIG. 3, to form
a bottom panel portion 7 of the packaging bag 1. Any
other suitable bonding may be applicable to the bonding
of the triangular portions 7a, 7a, and these portions 7a,
7a may be bonded to the counterpart by a suitable ad-
hesive agent. The folding process of the lower portion 3b
of the packaging bag 1 to form the bottom panel portion
7 is completed in this manner. At this stage, the packag-
ing bag 1 is provided on its lower side with the lower
portion, which is folded into a box with a flat bottom having
a rectangular shape, on its upper side with the upper
portion 3a, which upwardly projects from the upper edge
of the framework member 10 and is kept in a semi-folded
state in which the width of the upper portion 3a of the
packaging bag 1 in its plan view gradually increases with
its height, as shown in FIG. 4.
[0033] Then, the upper portion 3a, which upwardly
projects from the upper edge of the framework member
10, is also folded along the upper edge 12 of the frame-
work member 10 into a flat state so as to provide a pair
of trapezoidal portions 9a, 9a projecting outwardly and
generally horizontally as shown in FIG. 5. In such a fold-
ing operation, the opening of the packaging bag 1, which
is closed by the linear fastener 5, is brought close to the
rear panel portion 8b.
[0034] The above-mentioned pair of trapezoidal por-
tions 9a, 9a is bent downwardly along the upper edge of
the framework member 10 and thermally bonded to the
opposite side panel portions 6, 6, respectively, thus pro-
viding a finished product, as shown in FIG. 6. The folding
process of the upper portion 3a of the packaging bag 1
to form the top panel portion 9 is completed in this man-
ner. Any other suitable bonding may be applicable to the
bonding of the trapezoidal portions 9a, 9a, and these
portions 9a, 9a may be bonded to the opposite side panel
portions 6, 6 by a suitable adhesive agent. Of course,
the above-mentioned folding process is carried out after
the packaging bag 1 is filled with contents.
[0035] The packaging bag 1, which is shifted from the

generally flat collapsed state to the expanded state, this
providing an external appearance of the box, has the
opposite front and rear panel portions 8a, 8b, which face
in parallel with each other, the side panel portions 6, 6,
which also face in parallel with each other on the opposite
sides of the front and rear panel portions 8a, 8b, the bot-
tom panel portion 7 that has been formed by folding the
bottom portion 3b of the packaging bag 1 in the flat state,
and the top panel portion 9 that has been formed by fold-
ing the upper portion 3a of the packaging bag 1 in the
flat state. The height of each of the front and rear panel
portions 8a, 8b and the side panel portions 6, 6 is sub-
stantially identical to the height of the framework member
10, which is provided in the packaging bag 1. More spe-
cifically, the lower edge 13 of the framework member 10
forms the corners 1a, 1a, 1a, 1a between the front, rear
and side panel portions 8a, 8b, 6, 6 and the bottom panel
portion 7, on the one hand, and the upper edge 12 of the
framework member 10 forms the corners 1c, 1c, 1c, 1c
between the front, rear and side panel portions 8a, 8b,
6, 6 and the top panel portion 9, on the one hand. In
addition, the bent portions of the framework member 10,
which are provided by bending the framework member
10 along the bending facilitation portions 11, form the
corners 1b, 1b, 1b, 1b between the front and rear panel
portions 8a, 8b and the side panel portions 6, 6.
[0036] The packaging bag 1 can be shifted from the
generally flat collapsed state to the expanded state and
then subjected to the folding processes to convert into a
box shape, which corresponds to the framework member
10 kept in the expanded state. Accordingly, it is possible
to receive products such as teabags having the prede-
termined shape in the packaging bag 1 kept in the ex-
panded state, without collapsing their shapes. The linear
fastener 5, which is provided at the opening of the pack-
aging bag 1, makes the packaging bag 1 reclosable even
after opening the packaging bag 1.
[0037] In the above-described packaging bag 1 each
of the upper and lower side edges of each of the rein-
forcing sections of the framework member 10 is thermally
bonded to the inner surface of each of the panel mem-
bers, 3, 3 at the other regions than the side heat-sealed
portions 4, 4. However, the upper and lower side edges
of each of the reinforcing sections of the framework mem-
ber 10 is may not necessarily bonded to the inner surface
of each of the panel members 3, 3 at the other regions
than the side heat-sealed portions 4, 4, in case where a
proper contact state of the reinforcing sections with the
inner surface of the panel members 3, 3 can be ensured,
or an existence of a possible gap between the reinforcing
sections and the panel members 3, 3 cause no problem
in a Filling operation of the packaging bag 1 with contents.
[0038] The above-described packaging bag 1 is pro-
vided with the linear fastener 5. Such a linear fastener
may be omitted, as an occasion demands.
[0039] Now, a method not according to the present in-
vention for manufacturing the above-described packag-
ing bag 1 will be described below with reference to FIGS.
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7 to 12.
[0040] The single strip 20 for the main bag body 2 and
the pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework member 10 are
used to manufacture the plurality of packaging bags 1.
[0041] More specifically, the method for manufacturing
the packaging bag 1 includes the essential steps of:

(1-a) continuously feeding a single strip 20 of plastic
film material for the main bag body 2 in a longitudinal
direction, the single strip 20 having opposite half por-
tions between which a longitudinal central line of the
single strip 20 exists;
(1-b) continuously feeding a pair of strips 30, 30 of
thin sheet material for the framework member 10 to
place the pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework mem-
ber 10 on a surface of the single strip 20 for the main
bag body 2 in predetermined positions of the respec-
tive opposite half portions of the single strip 20;
(1-c) bonding the pair of strips 30, 30 for the frame-
work member 10 to the single strip 20 for the main
bag body 2 in respective opposite half portions there-
of;
(1-d) folding the single strip 30 for the main bag body
3 with the pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework mem-
ber 10 in two along the longitudinal central line of the
single strip 20 for the main bag body 2 to bring one
of the opposite half portions of the single strip 20 for
the main bag body 2 close to another of the opposite
half portions to prepare a folded composite strip so
that the pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework mem-
ber 10 are placed in an inside of the folded composite
strip;
(1-e) thermally bonding the folded composite strip in
a perpendicular direction to a longitudinal direction
thereof by predetermined intervals to form heat-
sealed portions 4···4; and
(1-f) cutting each of the heat-sealed portions 4···4 in
two in the perpendicular direction to the longitudinal
direction of the folded composite strip,
and further includes optional steps of:
(1-g) prior to the step (1-b), forming bending facilita-
tion portions 11···11 on each of the pair of strips 30,
30 for the framework member so as to extend in the
perpendicular direction to the feeding direction of the
pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework member 10;
and
(1-h) during the step (1-a), providing a set of male
members 5a and a set of female members 5b in each
of the respective consecutive regions for the pack-
aging bags on the single strip for the main bag body 2.

[0042] First, the step (1-a) is carried out to unroll the
single strip 20 of plastic film material for the main bag
body 2 to continuously feed it in the longitudinal direction.
The single strip 20 has the opposite half portions between
which the longitudinal central line of the single strip 20
exists. The layer structure of the single strip 20 of plastic
film material for the main bag body 2 is the same as that

of the main bag body 2 of the packaging bag 1 as de-
scribed above and description of the layer structure is
therefore omitted.
[0043] The step (1-h) is carried out to continuously pro-
vide a plurality of sets of male members 5a and a plurality
of corresponding sets of female members 5b on the lon-
gitudinal opposite side edge portions of the upper surface
of the single strip 20 for the main bag body 2, so as to
form these members 5a, 5b integrally with the single strip
20 through an insert injection. A gap 15 exists between
the adjacent sets of male members 5a and another gap
15 also exists between the adjacent sets of female mem-
bers 5b corresponding to the above-mentioned gap 15.
The corresponding gaps 15, 15 are placed on the same
two-dot chain straight line as shown in FIG. 7, which is
perpendicular to the feeding direction of the single strip
20 for the main bag body 2. The single strip 20 will be
cut along the above-mentioned straight line into pieces
for the respective main bodies 2. Each set of male mem-
bers 5a is composed of a central main section and op-
posite side sections, which are placed in line so as to be
apart from each other, as shown in FIG. 7. Gaps 16···16
between the central main section and the opposite side
sections are placed so as to correspond to the bending
facilitation portions 11···11 as described later. Each set
of female members 5b is also composed of three sections
in the similar manner as the set of male members 5a.
The set of male members 5a can be engaged with or
removed from the set of female members 5b.
[0044] The step (1-b) is carried out to unroll the pair of
strips 30, 30 for the framework member 10 from a pair
of rolls, which is disposed on the left-hand side of FIG.
8, but not shown therein, to continuously feed them in
their longitudinal directions to place them on the surface
of the single strip 20 for the main bag body 2 in the pre-
determined positions of the respective half portions.
[0045] More specifically, the strips 30, 30 for the frame-
work member 10 are unrolled at the different positions
from each other and fed together in a prescribed zone,
thus traveling in parallel with each other in their longitu-
dinal directions. Before the pair of strips 30, 30 for the
framework member 10 reaches the above-mentioned
prescribed zone, the step (1-g) is carried out to form the
bending facilitation portions 11···11 on the opposite inner
surfaces of the pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework
member 10 so as to extend in the perpendicular direction
to the feeding direction of the pair of strips 30, 30 for the
framework member 10. The bending facilitation portions
11···11 are classified into a plurality of pairs of bending
facilitation portions 11, 11, which are placed so as to be
apart from each other by a predetermined distance in the
feeding direction of the pair of strips 30, 30 for the frame-
work member 10. The adjacent pairs of bending facilita-
tion portions 11, 11, 11, 11 are placed so as to be apart
from each other by a smaller distance than the above-
mentioned predetermined distance. The pair of strips 30,
30 is cut, as mentioned later, along the respective central
lines between the adjacent pairs of bending facilitation
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portions into pieces of a plurality of sets of reinforcing
sections. Each of the reinforcing sections is composed
of (i) a central portion defined by the pair of bending fa-
cilitation portions 11, 11 and (ii) opposite side portions
extending from the respective bending facilitation por-
tions 11, 11.
[0046] The pair of reinforcing sections is used for the
single packaging bag 1 so that the central portions of the
pair of reinforcing sections define the opposite front and
rear panel portions 8a, 8b of the packaging bag 1 as
shown in FIG. 6, respectively, and the combinations of
the corresponding side portions of the pair of reinforcing
sections define the side panel portions 6, 6 of the pack-
aging bag 1, respectively.
[0047] FIG. 9 shows a typical device for carrying out
the above-mentioned step (1-g) to form the bending fa-
cilitation portions 11···11 on each of the pair of strips 30,
30 for the framework member 10. The device is com-
posed of a roller 40 provided with a projection 41 formed
on the periphery thereof. The projection 41 extends over
the roller 40 in its longitudinal direction. The central axis
of the roller 40 is perpendicular to the feeding direction
of the strip 30 for the framework member 10. A base plate
(not shown) is disposed so as to face the roller 40 and
extend along it in its longitudinal direction. The distance
between the base plate and the outer peripheral surface
of the roller 40 is substantially identical or smaller than
the thickness of the strip 30 for the framework member
10. The above-mentioned base plate may be substituted
by another roller having no projection.
[0048] The strip 30 passes through between the base
plate and the roller 40 to dig the projection 41 into the
strip 30, thus forming a groove serving as the bending
facilitation portion 11, which extends in the perpendicular
direction to the feeding direction of the strip 30. A set of
rollers, i.e., the above-mentioned roller 40 and the other
roller having the same structure, which are disposed so
as to be away from each other by a predetermined dis-
tance, are utilized to form the above-described plurality
of pairs of bending facilitation portions 11···11 on one of
the pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework member 10.
The other set of rollers having the same structure are
utilized to form the plurality of pairs of bending facilitation
portions 11···11 on the other of the pair of strips 30, 30
for the framework member 10. According to these sets
of rollers, it is possible to continuously form the plurality
of pairs of bending facilitation portions 11···11 on the pair
of strips 30, 30 for the framework member 10, without
halting the feeding of the strips 30, 30.
[0049] The device for carrying out the step (1-g) is not
limited only to the above-mentioned roller type. For ex-
ample, an elongated pushing block having a longitudinal
edge may be used to form the bending facilitation portions
11···11 on the strip 30 for the framework member 10. In
this case, the feeding of the strip 30 is intermittently halted
and the pushing block is pressed against the strip 30 to
form the bending facilitation portion 11 during the halting
period of time.

[0050] The pair of strips 30, 30 for the framework mem-
ber 10, on which the bending facilitation portions 11···11
have been formed by carrying out the step (1-g), is con-
tinuously fed, during the step (1-b), to place them on the
inner surface of the single strip 20 for the main bag body
2 in the respective opposite half portions thereof.
[0051] The step (1-c) is carried out to thermally bond
the pair of strips 30, 30 at the respective opposite longi-
tudinal edges thereof to the single strip 20 for the main
bag body 2 in respective opposite half portions thereof.
[0052] Then, the step (1-d) is carried out to fold the
single strip 30 for the main bag body 3 with the pair of
strips 30, 30 for the framework member 10 in two along
the longitudinal central line of the single strip 20 for the
main bag body 2 to bring one of the opposite half portions
of the single strip 20 for the main bag body 2. close to
another of the opposite half portions to prepare a folded
composite strip so that the pair of strips 30, 30 for the
framework member 10 are placed in an inside of the fold-
ed composite strip, as shown in FIG. 10. In the step (1-
d), the set of male members 5a is engaged with the set
of the female members 5b. Of course, the step (1-d) may
be carried out, while conducting the steps (1-a), (1-b) and
(1-c).
[0053] As is clear from FIG. 10, the positional determi-
nation of each of the strips 30, 30 relative to the folded
composite strip is made so as to keep a distance "L1"
between the lower edge 13 of the folded composite strip
and the lower edge of each of the strips 30, 30 and a
distance "L2" between the upper edge 12 of the each of
the strips 30. 30 and the upper edge of the folded com-
posite strip. The lower portion of the folded composite
strip, which corresponds to the distance "L1", is used to
form the bottom panel portions 7 of the packaging bags
1, as shown in FIG. 3. The upper portion of the folded
composite strip, which corresponds to the distance "L2",
is used to form the top panel portions 9 of the packaging
bags 1, as shown in FIG. 6.
[0054] The step (1-e) is carried out to thermally bond
the folded composite strip in a perpendicular direction to
the longitudinal direction thereof by predetermined inter-
vals to form heat-sealed portions 4···4, as shown in FIG.
11. Such a thermal bonding process is conducted with
the use of a heat-sealing plate, which is brought into con-
tact with the outer surface of the folded composite strip.
The portions of the folded composite strip, to which the
thermal bonding process is to be applied, correspond to
the respective central lines between the adjacent pairs
of bending facilitation portions 11, 11, 11, 11 as described
above.
[0055] Then, the step (1-f) is carried out to cut each of
the heat-sealed portions 4···4 in two in the perpendicular
direction to the longitudinal direction of the folded com-
posite strip, thereby continuously manufacturing the plu-
rality of packaging bags 1. In each of the packaging bags
1, the opposite side edges of the reinforcing section,
which are in parallel with the bending facilitation portions
11, 11 are embedded in the heat sealed portions 4, 4.
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[0056] In the above-described method, the steps (1-a)
to (1-h) are carried out on the manufacturing line. The
steps (1-a) to (1-h) may however be carried out inde-
pendently each other on the different manufacturing
lines.
[0057] In the above-described method, each of the
bending facilitation portions 11···11 provided by the step
(1-g) is formed into a groove. The bending facilitation
portion 11 may have any other structure that enables the
reinforcing section, which is obtained by cutting the strip
30, to be easily bent along the bending facilitation portion
11. The bending facilitation portion 11 may for example
be provided in the different form for example of perfora-
tions.
[0058] In the above-described method, the insert in-
jection is applied to carry out the step (1-h). The male
members 5a and the female members 5b, which have
been previously formed through extrusion, may however
be bonded to the single strip 20 for the main bag body 2.
[0059] The above-described method includes the step
(1-h) to provide the sets of male members 5a and the
sets of female members 5b on the single strip 20 for the
main bag body 2. The step (1-h) may however be omitted,
as an occasion demands.
[0060] Now, the method of the first embodiment of the
present invention for manufacturing the above-described
packaging bag 1 will be described below with reference
to FIGS. 13 to 17.
[0061] FIGS. 13 and 14 illustrate the packaging bag
50 manufactured by the method of the first embodiment
of the present invention. The packaging bag 50 is differ-
ent from the packaging bag 1 as shown in FIGS. 1 to 6
in that the former has a heat-sealed portion on the bottom
panel portion. The packaging bag 50 is composed of a
main bag body 60 formed of plastic film material and a
framework member 70, which is joined to the main bag
body 60 prior to completion of the formation process
thereof. A framework member 70 is folded along bending
facilitation portions 73···73 formed thereon into a rectan-
gular parallelepiped, with the result that the main bag
body 60 is also folded into the similar shape. After the
packaging bag 50 is filed with contents, the upper portion
of the main bag body 60 is folded along the upper edge
71 of the framework member 70 into a flat state to form
an overlapped portion 61a. The overlapped portion 61a
is then bent toward the rear panel portion 52 to provide
a pair of trapezoidal portions 62a, 62a projecting out-
wardly. The pair of trapezoidal portions 62a, 62a is bent
downwardly along the upper edge of the framework
member 70 and thermally bonded to the opposite side
panel portions 54, 54, respectively, thus providing a fin-
ished product, as shown in FIG. 13. The folding process
of the upper portion of the packaging bag 50 to form the
top panel portion 62 is completed in this manner. Any
other suitable bonding may be applicable to the bonding
of the trapezoidal portions 62a, 62a, and these portions
62a, 62a may be bonded to the opposite side panel por-
tions 54, 54 by a suitable adhesive agent. Of course, the

above-mentioned folding process is carried out after the
packaging bag 50 is filled with contents.
[0062] FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the packaging
bag 50, which is folded and then subjected to the addi-
tional folding process to provide the finished product, il-
lustrating the bottom of the packaging bag 50. When the
packaging bag 50 is shifted from a generally flat collapsed
state to the expanded state, the lower portion of the pack-
aging bag 50 downwardly projects from the lower edge
72 of the framework member 70. The above-mentioned
lower portion, which has a bottom heat-sealed portion 57
formed on the lowermost edge thereof so as to extend
in the width direction of the packaging bag 50, is folded
along the lower edge 72 of the framework member 70
into a flat state so as to provide a pair of triangular portions
63a, 63a extending outwardly. The triangular portions
63a, 63a, which include the opposite side portions of the
above-mentioned bottom heat-sealed portion 57, re-
spectively, are bent inwardly along the lower edge 72 of
the framework member 70 and thermally bonded to the
counterpart, as shown in solid lines in FIG. 14, to form a
bottom panel portion 63 of the packaging bag 50. Any
other suitable bonding may be applicable to the bonding
of the triangular portions 7a, 7a, and these portions 7a,
7a may be bonded to the counterpart by a suitable ad-
hesive agent. The folding process of the lower portion of
the packaging bag 50 to form the bottom panel portion
63 is completed in this manner.
[0063] Now, a method of the present invention for man-
ufacturing the above-described packaging bag 50 will be
described below with reference to FIGS. 15 to 17.
[0064] In the present invention, the pair of strips 80,
80 for the main bag body 60 and the pair of strips 30, 30
for the framework member 10 are used to manufacture
the plurality of packaging bags 50.
[0065] More specifically, the method for manufacturing
the packaging bag 50 includes the essential steps of:

(2-a) continuously feeding a pair of strips 80, 80 of
plastic film material for the main bag body 60 in a
longitudinal direction so as to be apart from each
other;
(2-b) continuously feeding a pair of strips 90, 90 of
thin sheet material for the framework member 70 to
place the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework mem-
ber 70 on respective inner surfaces of the pair of
strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60 in predeter-
mined positions thereof;
(2-c) bonding the pair of strips 90, 90 for the frame-
work member 70 to the pair of strips 80, 80 for the
main bag body 60, respectively;
(2-d) bringing one of the pair of strips 80, 80 for the
main bag body 60 close to another of the pair of strips
80, 80 for the main bag body 60 so as to cause the
pair of strips 80, 80 for the framework member face
70 each other, thus preparing a set of composite
strips;
(2-e) thermally bonding the set of composite strips
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in a perpendicular direction to a longitudinal direction
thereof by predetermined intervals to form side heat-
sealed portions 56···56;
(2-f) thermally bonding the set of composite strips
on the lower longitudinal edges of the set of com-
posite strips to form a bottom heat-sealed portion
57; and
(2-g) cutting each of the side heat-sealed portions
56···56 in two in the perpendicular direction to the
longitudinal direction of the set of composite strips,
and further includes optional steps of:
(2-i) prior to said step (2-b), forming bending facili-
tation portions 73···73 on each of the pair of strips
90, 90 for the framework member 70 so as to extend
in a perpendicular direction to a feeding direction of
the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework member
70; and
(2-j) during the step (2-a), providing a set of male
members (not shown) and a set of female members
(not shown) in each of the respective consecutive
regions for the packaging bags on the pair of strips
80, 80 for the main bag body 60.

[0066] First, the step (2-a) is carried out to unroll the
pair of strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60 from the
rolled strips 81, 8a to continuously feed them in the lon-
gitudinal direction so as to be apart from each other. The
strips 80, 80 pass through between a pair of pressing
rollers 101, 101 so as to come into contact with each
other, as shown in FIG. 15. The layer structure of each
of the strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60 is the same
as that of the main bag body 2 of the packaging bag 1
as described above and description of the layer structure
is therefore omitted.
[0067] The step (2-j) is carried out to continuously pro-
vide a set of male members (not shown) and a set of
female members (not shown) in each of the respective
consecutive regions for the packaging bags on the pair
of strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60. The step (2-j)
is carried out on the upstream side of the above-men-
tioned pressing rollers 101, 101 relative to the feeding
direction of the strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60.
The step (2-j) is identical to the step (1-h) described
above and the detailed description of the step (2-j) is
therefore omitted.
[0068] The step (2-b) is carried out to unroll the pair of
strips 90, 90 for the framework member 70 from the rolled
strips 91, 91 to place them between the pair of strips 80,
80 for the main bag body 60 so that the pair of strips 90,
90 for the framework member 70 is located on respective
inner surfaces of the pair of strips 80, 80 for the main bag
body 60 in predetermined positions thereof. As a result,
the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework member 70
passes through between the above-mentioned pressing
rollers 101, 101 together with the pair of strips 80, 80 for
the main bag body 60 to carry out the step (2-d) to bring
one of the pair of strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60
close to another of the pair of strips 80, 80 for the main

bag body 60 so as to cause the pair of strips 80, 80 for
the framework member face 70 each other, thus prepar-
ing a set of composite strips. The pair of strips 90, 90 for
the framework member 70 is guided by means of a pair
of guide rollers 100, 100, as shown in FIG. 15. The layer
structure of each of the strips 90, 90 for the framework
member 70 is the same as that of the framework member
10 of the packaging bag 1 as described above and de-
scription of the layer structure is therefore omitted.
[0069] As is clear from FIG. 16, the positional determi-
nation of each of the strips 90, 90 for the main bag body
60 is made so as to keep a distance "L4" between the
lower edge of the strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60
and the lower edge of each of the strips 90, 90 and a
distance "L3" between the upper edge of the each of the
strips 90. 90 and the upper edge of the strips 80, 80 for
the main bag body 60. The lower portion of the strips 80,
80 for the main bag body 60, which corresponds to the
distance "L4", is used to form the bottom panel portions
55 of the packaging bags 50, as shown in FIG. 14. The
upper portion of the strips 80, 80 for the main bag body
60, which corresponds to the distance "L3", is used to
form the top panel portions 53 of the packaging bags 50,
as shown in FIG. 13.
[0070] Before the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework
member 70 reaches the above-mentioned guide rollers
100, 100, the step (2-i) is carried out to form the bending
facilitation portions 73···73 on the opposite inner surfaces
of the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework member 70
so as to extend in the perpendicular direction to the feed-
ing direction of the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework
member 70. The step (2-i) is identical to the step (1-g)
described above and the detailed description of the step
(2-i) is therefore omitted.
[0071] The step (2-c) is carried out to thermally bond
the pair of strips 90, 90 for the framework member 70 on
the opposite longitudinal edge portions thereof to the pair
of strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60, respectively.
The step (2-c) is conducted on the downstream side of
the pressing rollers 101, 101 relative to the feeding di-
rection of the strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60.
[0072] In addition, the step (2-e) is carried out to ther-
mally bond the combination of the pair of strips 80, 80
for the main bag body 60 with the pair of strips 90, 90 for
the framework member 70, i.e., the set of composite
strips in a perpendicular direction to the longitudinal di-
rection thereof by predetermined intervals to form side
heat-sealed portions 56···56.
[0073] The step (2-f) is also carried out to thermally
bond the set of composite strips on the lower longitudinal
edges of the set of composite strips to form a bottom
heat-sealed portion 57.
[0074] Then, the step (2-g) is carried out to cut each
of the side heat-sealed portions 56···56 in two in the per-
pendicular direction to the longitudinal direction of the set
of composite strips, thereby continuously manufacturing
the plurality of packaging bags 50. In each of the pack-
aging bags 50, the opposite side edges of the reinforcing
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section of the framework member 70, which are in parallel
with the bending facilitation portions 73, 73 are embed-
ded in the side heat sealed portions 56, 56, as shown in
FIG. 17.
[0075] In the above-described method of the present
invention, the steps (2-a) to (2-j) are carried out on the
manufacturing line. The steps (2-a) to (2-j) may however
be carried out independently each other on the different
manufacturing lines.
[0076] In the above-described method of the present
invention, the step (2-i) may be modified in the same
manner as the step (1-g) of the method described above.
[0077] In the above-described method of the present
invention, the step (2-j) may be modified in the same
manner as the step (1-h) of the method described above.
[0078] The above-described method of the present in-
vention includes the step (2-j) to provide the sets of male
members 5a and the sets of female members 5b on the
pair of strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60. The step
(2-j) may however be omitted, as an occasion demands.
[0079] In the above-described method of the present
invention, the width of the pair of strips 80, 80 for the
main bag body 60 is substantially identical to the height
of the packaging bag 50. Accordingly, each of the con-
secutive steps (2-g), i.e., the single cutting operation pro-
vides the single packaging bag 50. However, there may
be adopted a modification in which the width of each of
the pair of strips 80, 80 for the main bag body 60 is in-
creased so that a plurality of main bag bodies 60 can be
allocated in a region of the strip 80, which extends over
the entire width thereof, on the one hand, and a plurality
of pairs of strips 90, 90 for the framework member 70 is
fed, on the other hand.
[0080] Now, description will be given of an example of
such modification in which three main bag bodies are
allotted in a region of the strip 80, which extends over
the entire width thereof, with reference to FIGS. 18 and
19.
[0081] FIG. 18 is a schematic sectional view illustrating
the modification of the method of the present invention,
in which a set of three packaging bags can be provided
in a region of the set of composite strips, which extends
in the perpendicular direction to the feeding direction of
the set of composite strips. The horizontal direction in
FIG. 18 corresponds to the width direction, i.e., the per-
pendicular direction to the feeding direction of the pair of
strips 110, 110 for the main bag body.
[0082] Each of the pair of strips 110, 110 for the main
bag body has a width three times as much as the width
of the packaging bag 50 to be manufactured. These strips
110, 110 are fed in their longitudinal directions so as to
be apart from each other in the similar manner to the step
(2-a) of the above-described method of the present in-
vention.
[0083] Three pairs of strips 120, 120 for the framework
member are also fed in their longitudinal directions so as
to be placed between the above-mentioned pair of strips
110, 110 for the main bag body in the similar manner to

the step (2-b) of the above-described method of the
present invention. The three pairs of strips 120, 120 are
spaced apart from each other in the width direction of the
strips 110, 110 for the main bag body by a predetermined
distance.
[0084] The opposite longitudinal edge portions 121,
122 of the respective strips 120 are thermally bonded to
the corresponding strip 110 for the main bag body, and
then one of the pair of strips 110, 110 for the main bag
body is brought close to another thereof so as to cause
one of each pair of strips 120, 120 for the framework
member face another thereof to prepare a set of com-
posite strips in the similar manner to the steps (2-c) and
(2-d) of the above-described first embodiment of the
method of the present invention, as shown in the first
region between the two-dot chain straight lines "A1" and
"A2" in FIG. 19.
[0085] Then, the set of composite strips are thermally
bonded in the longitudinal direction at three positions,
i.e., the lowermost position of the set of composite strips
as shown in FIG. 19 and the additional two positions,
which divide the set of composite strips in the width di-
rection (i.e., the vertical direction in FIG. 19) into three
equal parts, to form three bottom heat-sealed portions
111, 111, 111 in the similar manner to the step (2-f) of
the above-described first embodiment of the method of
the present invention, as shown in the second region
between the two-dot chain straight lines "A2" and "A3"
in FIG. 19.
[0086] In addition, the set of composite strips are ther-
mally bonded in a perpendicular direction to the longitu-
dinal direction thereof by predetermined intervals to form
side heat-sealed portions 112···112 in the similar manner
to the step (2-e) of the above-described method of the
present invention, as shown in the third region between
the two-dot chain straight lines "A3" and "A4" in FIG. 19.
Each of the thus formed side heat-sealed portions
112···112 extends over the set of composite strips in the
width direction thereof. Areas defined by the bottom heat-
sealed portions 111, 111, 111 and the side heat-sealed
portions 112···112 are to form the respective packaging
bags.
[0087] Then, the set of composite strips thus heat-
sealed are cut in the longitudinal direction at two positions
into three semi-finished strips for the packaging bags, as
shown in the fourth region between the two-dot chain
straight lines "A4" and "A5" in FIG. 19. These two posi-
tions are located directly below the above-mentioned ad-
ditional two positions for the thermal bonding, which di-
vide the set of composite strips in the width direction into
three equal parts, as shown in FIG. 19. As a result, the
resultant three semi-finished strips for the packaging
bags have substantially the same width. Each of the thus
prepared semi-finished strips for the packaging bags is
formed into a chain of packaging bags. The above-de-
scribed method of the present invention does not include
such a cutting step.
[0088] Then, each of the semi-finished strips for the
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packaging bags is subjected to a further cutting step to
cut each of the side heat-sealed portions 112···112 in two
in the perpendicular direction to the longitudinal direction
of the semi-finished strip, thereby manufacturing a plu-
rality of independent packaging bags.
[0089] The above-described modification of the meth-
od of the present invention makes it possible to improve
remarkably the manufacturing efficiency.
[0090] The above-described method of the present in-
vention and the modification thereof provide the contin-
uous manufacture of the plurality of packaging bags. The
method of the present invention may be worked in the
form of batch manufacturing system in a manner as de-
scribed below.
[0091] Now, a further method not according to the
present invention for manufacturing the above-described
packaging bag will be described below with reference to
FIG. 20.
[0092] In the further method, the single piece for the
main bag body and the pair of pieces 140, 140 for the
framework member are used to manufacture the single
packaging bags.
[0093] More specifically, the further method for man-
ufacturing the packaging bag includes the essential steps
of:

(3-a) preparing a single piece of plastic film material
for a main bag body, the single piece having opposite
half portions 131, 131 between which a central line
130b of the single piece exists;
(3-b) placing a pair of pieces 140, 140 of thin sheet
material for a framework member on a surface of the
single piece for the main bag body in predetermined
positions of the respective opposite half portions
131, 131 of the single piece;
(3-c) bonding the pair of pieces 140, 140 for the
framework member to the single piece for the main
bag body in respective opposite half portions 131,
131 thereof;
(3-d) folding the single piece for the main bag body
with the pair of pieces for the framework member in
two along the central line 130b of the single piece
for the main bag body to bring one of the opposite
half portions 131, 131 of the single piece for the main
bag body close to another of the opposite half por-
tions 131, 131 to prepare a folded composite piece
so that the pair of pieces 140, 140 for the framework
member are placed in an inside of the folded com-
posite piece; and
(3-e) thermally bonding the folded composite piece
on opposite sides thereof to form heat-sealed por-
tions,
and further includes optional steps of:
(3-f) prior to the step (b), forming bending facilitation
portions on each of the pair of pieces for the frame-
work member; and
(3-g) providing a set of male members (not shown)
and a set of female members (not shown) in each of

the opposite longitudinal sides of the single piece for
the main bag body so as to extend in the width di-
rection thereof.

[0094] First, the step (3-a) is carried out to prepare the
single piece of plastic film material for the main bag body.
Such a piece for the main bag body is formed into a rec-
tangular shape provided with a long side having a length
of "M" and a short side having a length of "N". FIG. 20
illustrates the piece for the main bag body, which is semi-
folded in two, with the result that FIG. 20 includes the
indication of "M/2". The piece for the main bag body has
the opposite half portions 131, 131 between which the
central line 130b of the single piece exists. The layer
structure of the piece for the main bag body 60 is the
same as that of the main bag body 2 of the packaging
bag 1 of the present invention as described above and
description of the layer structure is therefore omitted.
[0095] The step (3-g) is carried out to provide a set of
male members (not shown) and a set of female members
(not shown) on the respective half portions of the piece
for the main bag body so as to extend in the width direc-
tion on the opposite portions of the long side of the piece
for the main bag body. The step (3-g) is similar to the
step (1-h) described above of the first embodiment of the
method of the present invention and the detailed descrip-
tion of the step (3-g) is therefore omitted.
[0096] The pair of pieces 140, 140 for the framework
member is prepared. Each of the pieces 140, 140 has a
smaller width than the width of the piece for the main bag
body, i.e., the short side having the length of "N", by a
length twice as much as the width "N1" of a portion 132
to be thermally bonded of the piece for the main bag
body, as shown in FIG. 20. The layer structure of each
of the pieces 140, 140 for the framework member is the
same as that of the framework member 10 of the pack-
aging bag 1 as described above and description of the
layer structure is therefore omitted.
[0097] The thus prepared pieces 140, 140 for the
framework member is subjected, prior to the step (3-b)
described later, to the step (3-f) to form a pair of bending
facilitation portions 141 on each of the pair of pieces 140,
140 for the framework member in the similar manner as
the step (1-g) described above. Each of the pieces 140,
140 has the first pair of opposite side edges (i.e., the
right-hand and left-hand side edges) and the second pair
of opposite side edges (i.e., the upper and lower side
edges) 142, 143. The bending facilitation portion 141 ex-
tends in parallel to the right-hand and left-hand side edg-
es of the piece 140 for the framework member, as shown
in FIG. 20.
[0098] Then, the step (3-b) is carried out to place the
pair of pieces 140, 140 of thin sheet material for the frame-
work member on the surface of the single piece for the
main bag body in the predetermined positions of the re-
spective opposite half portions 131, 131. The piece 140
is placed on the half portion 131 in the predetermined
position so as to keep a distance "M1" between the upper
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edge 142 of the piece 140 and one of the opposite short
side edges of the single piece for the main bag body and
a distance "M2" between the lower edge of the piece 140
and the central line 130b of the single piece. The same
positional determination of the piece 140 relative to the
half portion 131 of the single piece for the main bag body
is also made on the other half portion 131 thereof.
[0099] Then, the step (3-c) is carried out to thermally
bond the pair of pieces 140, 140 for the framework mem-
ber to the single piece for the main bag body in the re-
spective opposite half portions 131, 131 thereof. The
pieces 140, 140 are thermally bonded at their periphery
as hatched in FIG. 20 to the respective half portions 131,
131 of the single piece for he main bag body.
[0100] Then, the step (3-d) is carried out to fold the
single piece for the main bag body with the pair of pieces
140, 140 for the framework member in two along the cen-
tral line 130b of the single piece for the main bag body
to bring one of the opposite half portions 131, 131 of the
single piece for the main bag body close to another of
the opposite half portions 131, 131 to prepare a folded
composite piece so that the pair of pieces 140, 140 for
the framework member are placed in an inside of the
folded composite piece.
[0101] Then, the step (3-e) is carried out to thermally
bond the folded composite piece on opposite sides there-
of, i.e., at the portions 132, 132 to form heat-sealed por-
tions having the width of "N1", thereby manufacturing the
packaging bag. The thus manufactured packaging bag
is composed of the main bag body formed of the single
piece and the pair of reinforcing sections formed of the
pair of pieces 140, 140. The right-hand and left-hand side
edges (i.e., the first pair of opposite side edges) of the
reinforcing section 140 and the upper and lower side edg-
es (i.e., the second pair of opposite side edges) thereof
are thermally bonded to the main bag body at other re-
gions than the pair of side heat-sealed portions.
[0102] The packaging bag is shifted to an expanded
state and subjected to a bending finishing step to provide
a finished product in the form of a rectangular parallele-
piped in the same manner as the packaging bag as de-
scribed above and illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 6.
[0103] Now, the method of the second embodiment of
the present invention for manufacturing the packaging
bag will be described below with reference to FIG. 21.
[0104] In a further method, not according to the present
invention, the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the main bag
body and the pair of pieces 140, 140 for the framework
member are used to manufacture the single packaging
bags.
[0105] More specifically, the method for manufacturing
the packaging bag includes the essential steps of

(4-a) placing a pair of pieces 150, 150 of plastic film
material for the main bag body so as to be apart from
each other;
(4-b) placing a pair of pieces 160, 160 of thin sheet
material for the framework member on respective

inner surfaces of the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the
main bag body in predetermined positions thereof;
(4-c) bonding the pair of pieces 160, 160 for the
framework member to the pair of pieces 150, 150 for
the main bag body, respectively;
(4-d) bringing one of the pair of pieces 150, 150 for
the main bag body close to another of the pair of
pieces 150, 150 for the main bag body so as to cause
the pair of pieces 160, 160 for the framework face
each other, thus preparing a set of composite pieces;
and
(4-e) thermally bonding the set of composite pieces
at opposite side edges and a bottom edge thereof
to form side heat-sealed portions and a bottom heat-
sealed portion;

and further includes step of:

(4-f) prior to the step (b), forming bending facilitation
portions on each of the pair of pieces for the frame-
work member; and further includes optional step of:
(4-g) providing a set of male members (not shown)
and a set of female members (not shown) in each of
the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the main bag body so
as to extend in the width direction thereof.

[0106] First, the step (4-a) is carried out to place the
pair of pieces 150, 150 of plastic film material for the main
bag body so as to be apart from each other. Each of the
pieces 150, 150 for the main bag body has the same
rectangular shape. The layer structure of the pieces 150,
150 for the main bag body is the same as that of the main
bag body 2 of the packaging bag 1 as described above
and description of the layer structure is therefore omitted.
[0107] The step (4-g) is carried out to provide a set of
male members (not shown) and a set of female members
(not shown) each of the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the
main bag body so as to extend in the width direction there-
of. The step (4-g) is similar to the step (1-h) described
above and the detailed description of the step (4-g) is
therefore omitted.
[0108] The pair of pieces 160, 160 for the framework
member is prepared. Each of the pieces 160, 160 has a
smaller width than the width of each of the pieces 150,
150 for the main bag body by a length twice as much as
the width "R" of a portion 151 to be thermally bonded of
the piece for the main bag body, as shown in FIG. 21.
The layer structure of each of the pieces 160, 160 for the
framework member is the same as that of the framework
member 10 of the packaging bag 1 as described above
and description of the layer structure is therefore omitted.
[0109] The thus prepared pieces 160, 160 for the
framework member is subjected, prior to the step (4-b)
described later, to the step (4-f) to form a pair of bending
facilitation portions 161, 161 on each of the pair of pieces
160, 160 for the framework member in the similar manner
as the step (1-g) described above. Each of the pieces
160, 160 has the first pair of opposite side edges (i.e.,

23 24 



EP 1 967 460 B1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the right-hand and left-hand side edges) and the second
pair of opposite side edges (i.e., the upper and lower side
edges) 162, 163. The bending facilitation portion 161 ex-
tends in parallel to the right-hand and left-hand side edg-
es of the piece 160 for the framework member, as shown
in FIG. 21.
[0110] Then, the step (4-b) is carried out to place the
pair of pieces 160, 160 for the framework member on
respective inner surfaces of the pair of pieces 150, 150
for the main bag body in predetermined positions thereof.
The piece 160 is placed on the piece 150 in the prede-
termined position so as to keep a distance "P1" between
the upper edge 162 of the piece 160 and one of the op-
posite short side edges of the piece 150 for the main bag
body and a distance "P2" between the lower edge of the
piece 160 and the other the opposite short side edges of
the piece 150 for the main bag body. The same positional
determination of the piece 160 relative to the other piece
for the main bag body is also made.
[0111] Then, the step (4-c) is carried out to thermally
bond the pair of pieces 160, 160 for the framework mem-
ber to the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the main bag body,
respectively. The pieces 160, 160 are thermally bonded
at their periphery as hatched in FIG. 21 to the respective
pieces 150, 150 for he main bag body.
[0112] Then, the step (4-d) is carried out to bring one
of the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the main bag body close
to another of the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the main bag
body so as to cause the pair of pieces 160, 160 for the
framework face each other, thus preparing a set of com-
posite pieces.
[0113] Then, the step (4-e) is carried out to thermally
bond the set of composite pieces at opposite side edges
151, 151 and a bottom edge 151 thereof to form side
heat-sealed portions and a bottom heat-sealed portion,
thereby manufacturing the packaging bag. The thus man-
ufactured packaging bag is composed of the main bag
body formed of the pair of pieces 150, 150 and the pair
of reinforcing sections formed of the pair of pieces 160,
160. The right-hand and left-hand side edges (i.e., the
first pair of opposite side edges) of the reinforcing section
160 and the upper and lower side edges (i.e., the second
pair of opposite side edges) thereof are thermally bonded
to the main bag body at other regions than the pair of
side heat-sealed portions.
[0114] The packaging bag is shifted to an expanded
state and subjected to a bending finishing step to provide
a finished product in the form of a rectangular parallele-
piped in the same manner as the packaging bag as de-
scribed above and illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 6.
[0115] Now, another method not according to the
present invention for manufacturing the packaging bag
will be described below with reference to FIG. 22.
[0116] In the other method, the pair of pieces 180, 180
for the main bag body and a framework member 170,
which is formed into a sleeve, are used to manufacture
the single packaging bags.
[0117] More specifically, the method for manufacturing

the packaging bag includes the essential steps of:

(5-a) placing a pair of pieces 180, 180 of plastic film
material for a main bag body so as to be apart from
each other;
(5-b) placing a framework member 170, which is
formed into a sleeve, on respective inner surfaces
of the pair of pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body
in predetermined positions thereof;
(5-c) bonding the framework member 170 to the pair
of pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body, respec-
tively;
(5-d) bringing one of the pair of pieces 180, 180 for
the main bag body close to another of the pair of
pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body so as to re-
ceive the framework 170 between the pair of pieces
180, 180 for the main bag body, thus preparing a set
of composite pieces; and
(5-e) thermally bonding the set of composite pieces
at opposite side edges and a bottom edge thereof
to form side heat-sealed portions and a bottom heat-
sealed portion;

and further includes optional steps of:

(5-f) prior to the step (b), forming bending facilitation
portions on the framework member; and
(5-g) providing a set of male members (not shown)
and a set of female members (not shown) in each of
the pair of pieces 150, 150 for the main bag body so
as to extend in the width direction thereof.

[0118] First, the step (5-a) is carried out to place the
pair of pieces 180, 180 of plastic film material for the main
bag body so as to be apart from each other. Each of the
pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body has the same
rectangular shape. The layer structure of the pieces 180,
180 for the main bag body is the same as that of the main
bag body 2 of the packaging bag 1 as described above
and description of the layer structure is therefore omitted.
[0119] The step (5-g) is carried out to provide a set of
male members (not shown) and a set of female members
(not shown) in each of the pair of pieces 180, 180 for the
main bag body so as to extend in the width direction there-
of. The step (5-g) is similar to the step (1-h) described
above and the detailed description of the step (5-g) is
therefore omitted.
[0120] The framework member 170 is prepared in the
form of sleeve, which has openings on the upper and
lower sides thereof. The framework member 170, which
is formed of a piece of plastic material, is composed of
the pair of opposite reinforcing sections each having the
same rectangular shape. The opposite reinforcing sec-
tions are combined to each other by means of a pair of
bending facilitation portions 172, 172, which extend in
the opening direction of the sleeve, i.e., the framework
member 170. In addition, each of the opposite reinforcing
sections has the other pair of bending facilitation portions
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171, 171, which extend in parallel with the above-men-
tioned pair of bending facilitation portions 172, 172 in
positions shifted inwardly therefrom by the predeter-
mined distance. The six pending facilitation portions, i.e.,
the above-described pair of bending facilitation portions
172, 172, the first pair of bending facilitation portions 171,
171 provided in one of the opposite reinforcing sections
and the second pair of bending facilitation portions 171,
171 provided in the other thereof enables the framework
member 170 to be shifted between a generally flat col-
lapsed state and an expanded state. The width of the
framework member 170, which is kept in the generally
flat collapsed state, is smaller than the width of each of
the pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body by a length
twice as much as the width of a side edge portion 181 to
be thermally bonded of the piece 180 for the main bag
body, as shown in FIG. 22. The layer structure of the
plastic material for the framework member is the same
as that of the framework member 10 of the packaging
bag 1 as described above and description of the layer
structure is therefore omitted.
[0121] The above-described framework member 10 is
obtained by carrying out the step (5-f) to form the bending
facilitation portions 171, 171, 171, 171, 172, 172 on the
elongated piece of plastic material for the framework
member 170 and then the further additional step for bring-
ing one edge of the above-mentioned piece for the frame-
work member 170 close to the other edge thereof and
combining these edges to each other. The step (5-f) is
carried out in the similar manner as the step (1-g) de-
scribed above.. The connection portion in which the op-
posite edges of the piece for the framework member 170
is connected to each other, may be designed to serve as
one of the bending facilitation portions 171, 171, 171,
171, 172, 172.
[0122] Then, the step (5-b) is carried out to place the
framework member 170, which is kept in the generally
flat collapsed state, on respective inner surfaces of the
pair of pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body in prede-
termined positions thereof. The framework member 170
is placed on the piece 180 in the predetermined position
so as to keep a distance "S1" between the upper edge
173 of the framework member 170 and one of the oppo-
site short side edges of the piece 150 for the main bag
body and a distance "S2" between the lower edge of the
framework member 170 and the other the opposite short
side edges of the piece 180 for the main bag body. The
same positional determination of the framework member
170 relative to the other piece 180 for the main bag body
is also made.
[0123] Then, the step (5-c) is carried out to thermally
bond the framework member 170 to the pair of pieces
180, 180 for the main bag body, respectively. The frame-
work member 170 is thermally bonded at its opposite
peripheries as hatched in FIG. 22 to the respective pieces
180, 180 for the main bag body.
[0124] Then, the step (5-d) is carried out to bring one
of the pair of pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body close

to another of the pair of pieces 180, 180 for the main bag
body so as to receive the framework 170 between the
pair of pieces 180, 180 for the main bag body, thus pre-
paring a set of composite pieces.
[0125] Then, the step (5-e) is carried out to thermally
bond the set of composite pieces at opposite side edges
181, 181 and a bottom edge 181 thereof to form side
heat-sealed portions and a bottom heat-sealed portion,
thereby manufacturing the packaging bag. The thus man-
ufactured packaging bag is composed of the main bag
body formed of the pair of pieces 180, 180 and the frame-
work member 170, i.e., the sleeve. The portions 181, 181
of the pieces 180, 180 are thermally bonded to form the
opposite side heat-sealed portions to which the pair of
bending facilitation portions 172, 172 of the framework
member 170 are placed to be adjacent.
[0126] The packaging bag is shifted to an expanded
state and subjected to a bending finishing step to provide
a finished product in the form of a rectangular parallele-
piped in the same manner as the packaging bag as de-
scribed above and illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 6.
[0127] According to the present invention described
above, the packaging bag comprises the main bag body
and the framework member, which is joined to the main
bag body prior to completion of the main bag body for-
mation process, it is possible to avoid problems when
inserting the sleeve into the main bag body in accordance
with the prior art so as to facilitate manufacture of the
packaging bag, thus reducing the manufacturing cost. It
is also possible to provide an excellent external appear-
ance in the expanded state.
[0128] According to the method of the present inven-
tion, it is possible to manufacture the above-mentioned
packaging bag in an effective manner.

Claims

1. A method for manufacturing a packaging bag, com-
prising the steps of:

(a) continuously feeding a pair of strips (80, 80)
of plastic film material for a main bag body in a
longitudinal direction so as to be apart from each
other;
(b) continuously feeding a pair of strips (90, 90)
of thin sheet material for a framework member
to place said pair of strips (90, 90) for the frame-
work member on respective inner surfaces of
said pair of strips (80, 80) for the main bag body
in predetermined positions thereof;
(c) bonding said pair of strips (90, 90) for the
framework member to said pair of strips (80, 80)
for the main bag body, respectively;
(d) bringing one of said pair of strips (80, 80) for
the main bag body close to another of said pair
of strips (80, 80) for the main bag body so as to
cause said pair of strips (90, 90) for the frame-
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work member face each other,

thus preparing a set of composite strips;

(e) thermally bonding said set of composite
strips in a perpendicular direction to a longitudi-
nal direction thereof by predetermined intervals
to form side heat-sealed portions (56);
(f) thermally bonding said set of composite strips
on one of longitudinal edges of said set of com-
posite strips to form a bottom heat-sealed por-
tion (57); and
(g) cutting each of said side heat-sealed portions
(57) in two in said perpendicular direction to the
longitudinal direction of said set of composite
strips, thereby continuously manufacturing a
plurality of packaging bags each of which com-
prises the main bag body and the framework
member, which is foldable/unfoldable together
with said main bag body, to enable said frame-
work member and said main bag body to be shift-
ed between a generally flat collapsed state and
an expanded state.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
the step of:

(h) prior to said step (b), forming bending facili-
tation portions (73) on each of said pair of strips
(90, 90) for the framework member so as to ex-
tend in a perpendicular direction to a feeding
direction of said pair of strips (90, 90) for the
framework member.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein:

said steps (a) to (g) are carried out on a manu-
facturing line.

4. The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein:

said steps (a) to (h) are carried out on a manu-
facturing line.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Herstellen eines Verpackungsbeu-
tels, das die folgenden Schritte umfasst:

a) kontinuierliches Zuführen eines Paars Strei-
fen (80, 80) aus Kunststofffolienmaterial für ei-
nen Haupt-Beutelkörper in einer Längsrichtung
so, dass sie voneinander getrennt sind;
b) kontinuierliches Zuführen eines Paars Strei-
fen (90, 90) aus dünnem Plattenmaterial für ein
Rahmenelement, um die paarigen Streifen (90,
90) für das Rahmenelement auf jeweilige Innen-

flächen der paarigen Streifen (80, 80) für den
Haupt-Beutelkörper an vorgegebenen Positio-
nen derselben aufzulegen;
c) Verbinden der paarigen Streifen (90, 90) für
das Rahmenelement jeweils mit einem anderen
der paarigen Streifen (80, 80) für den Haupt-
Beutelkörper;
d) Heranführen eines der paarigen Streifen (80,
80) für den Haupt-Beutelkörper nahe an einen
anderen der paarigen Streifen (80, 80) für den
Haupt-Beutelkörper, um zu bewirken, dass die
paarigen Streifen (90, 90) für das Rahmenele-
ment einander zugewandt sind, um so eine
Gruppe zusammengesetzter Streifen zu ferti-
gen;
e) thermisches Verbinden der Gruppe zusam-
mengesetzter Streifen in einer Richtung senk-
recht zu einer Längsrichtung derselben in vor-
gegebenen Intervallen, um seitliche heißgesie-
gelte Abschnitte (56) auszubilden;
f) thermisches Verbinden der Gruppe zusam-
mengesetzter Streifen an einer der Längskan-
ten der Gruppe zusammengesetzter Streifen,
um einen unteren heißgesiegelten Abschnitt
(57) auszubilden; und
g) Schneiden jedes der seitlichen heißgesiegel-
ten Abschnitte (57) in zwei Teile in der Richtung
senkrecht zu der Längsrichtung der Gruppe zu-
sammengesetzter Streifen, um so kontinuierlich
eine Vielzahl von Verpakkungsbeuteln herzu-
stellen, von denen jeder den Haupt-Beutelkör-
per und das Rahmenelement umfasst, das zu-
sammen mit dem Haupt-Beutelkörper zusam-
men-/auseinandergefaltet werden kann, um zu
ermöglichen, dass das Rahmenelement und der
Haupt-Beutelkörper zwischen einem im Allge-
meinen flachen zusammengeklappten Zustand
und einem ausgedehnten Zustand bewegt wer-
den.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das des Weiteren den
folgenden Schritt umfasst:

h) vor dem Schritt b) Ausbilden von Biege-Er-
leichterungsabschnitten (73) an jedem der paa-
rigen Streifen (90, 90) für das Rahmenelement
so, dass sie sich in einer Richtung senkrecht zu
einer Zuführrichtung der paarigen Streifen (90,
90) für das Rahmenelement erstrecken.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

die Schritte a) bis g) auf einer Herstellungslinie
ausgeführt werden.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei:

die Schritte a) bis h) auf einer Herstellungslinie
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ausgeführt werden.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour fabriquer un sac d’emballage, com-
prenant les étapes suivantes :

(a) alimenter en continu une paire de bandes
(80, 80) de matière plastique en film pour un
corps de sac principal dans une direction longi-
tudinale de manière à les espacer l’une de
l’autre ;
(b) alimenter en continu une paire de bandes
(90, 90) de matière en feuille mince pour un élé-
ment d’armature pour placer ladite paire de ban-
des (90, 90) pour l’élément d’armature sur des
surfaces intérieures respectives de ladite paire
de bandes (80, 80) pour le corps de sac principal
dans des positions prédéterminées de celles-ci ;
(c) assembler respectivement ladite paire de
bandes (90, 90) pour l’élément d’armature à la-
dite paire de bandes (80, 80) pour le corps de
sac principal ;
(d) amener une bande de ladite paire de bandes
(80, 80) pour le corps de sac principal près de
l’autre bande de ladite paire de bandes (80, 80)
pour le corps de sac principal de manière à ame-
ner ladite paire de bandes (90, 90) pour l’élé-
ment d’armature à être l’une en face de l’autre,
en préparant ainsi un ensemble de bandes
composites ;
(e) assembler thermiquement ledit ensemble de
bandes composites dans une direction perpen-
diculaire à une direction longitudinale de celles-
ci à des intervalles prédéterminés pour former
des parties latérales thermosoudées (56) ;
(f) assembler thermiquement ledit ensemble de
bandes composites sur l’un des bords longitu-
dinaux dudit ensemble de bandes composites
pour former une partie inférieure thermosoudée
(57) ; et
(g) couper chacune desdites parties latérales
thermosoudées (57) en deux dans ladite direc-
tion perpendiculaire à la direction longitudinale
dudit ensemble de bandes composites, en fa-
briquant ainsi en continu une pluralité de sacs
d’emballage dont chacun comprend le corps de
sac principal et l’élément d’armature, qui peut
être plié/déplié conjointement avec ledit corps
de sac principal, pour permettre de changer ledit
élément d’armature et ledit corps de sac princi-
pal entre un état écrasé généralement à plat et
un état déployé.

2. Procédé tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 1,
comprenant en outre l’étape suivante :

(h) avant ladite étape (b), former des parties fa-
cilitant le pliage (73) sur chaque bande de ladite
paire de bandes (90, 90) pour l’élément d’arma-
ture de manière à s’étendre dans une direction
perpendiculaire à une direction de transfert de
ladite paire de bandes (90, 90) pour l’élément
d’armature.

3. Procédé tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 1,
dans lequel :

lesdites étapes (a) à (g) sont mises en oeuvre
sur une ligne de fabrication.

4. Procédé tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 2,
dans lequel :

lesdites étapes (a) à (h) sont mises en oeuvre
sur une ligne de fabrication.
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