
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

33
6 

99
7

A
2

��&����������
(11) EP 2 336 997 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
22.06.2011 Bulletin 2011/25

(21) Application number: 10195002.0

(22) Date of filing: 14.12.2010

(51) Int Cl.:
G08C 23/04 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 17.12.2009 US 640457

(71) Applicant: Spin Master Ltd.
Toronto,
Ontario M5V 1B6 (CA)

(72) Inventor: Miller, Andrew Kevin
New Territories Hong Kong (CN)

(74) Representative: Nemec, Harald
Schwarz & Partner 
Patentanwälte 
Wipplingerstrasse 30
1010 Wien (AT)

(54) Device and method for converting a computing device into a remote control

(57) There is provided a method and device allowing
a user to remotely control an electronic device with infra-
red signals using a media player device. Sound signals,
either generated by or saved on the media player device
correspond to infrared commands and are invoked by

the user through a user interface. The sound signal is
played back by the media player device and is received
by an external device, connected to the media player
device through a port, such as the headphone jack. The
external device than converts the sound signal into an
infrared signal.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the remote con-
trol of electronic devices using infrared (’IR’) waves. In
particular, the present invention relates to a device and
method for remotely controlling an electronic device by
converting sound signals produced by a media player
into an IR signal.

Background

[0002] Remote controlled devices are part of our eve-
ryday landscape. The low cost and simplicity of an IR
remote control device makes it an ideal solution for con-
sumer items of all types such as televisions, DVD players,
air conditioning units, stereos, remotely controlled toys
such as planes, cars, helicopters and the like.
[0003] Personal media players such as the iPod™ are
also common place, and while many of them have the
ability to communicate wirelessly, through technologies
such as Wi-Fi™ and Bluetooth™, there is no commonly
available way to allow personal media players to control
existing consumer items which do not also contain such
costly wireless solutions.
[0004] Therefore, it would be advantageous to allow
handheld devices having media playback capability to
remotely control IR enabled devices.

Summary of the Invention

[0005] There is therefore provided a device and meth-
od which enable a programmable device to send IR sig-
nals for the purpose of remotely controlling an electronic
device. Specifically, there is provided a method and de-
vice, in which the device can be connected to an output
port of a media player device, wherein the media player
device outputs signals through the output port, and
wherein the device translates the signal into an IR signal
which is broadcast and subsequently received by an
electronic device.
[0006] Therefore, according to one aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a device for convert-
ing a computing system into a remote control for elec-
tronic devices, comprising an input port for receiving an
audio signal from the computing system; an amplifier and
filter circuit connected to the input port; a modulator cir-
cuit, the modulator circuit producing a carrier frequency;
and an infrared emitter; wherein the infrared emitter is
configured to transmit an infrared signal modulated on
the carrier frequency and corresponding to the signal pro-
duced by the amplifier and filter circuit.
[0007] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a computing device comprising
a microprocessor; memory; an audio output port; and an
application stored in the memory, the application being
configured to send a signal to the audio output port in

response to user input; wherein the signal corresponds
to a command to be sent to a remotely controlled elec-
tronic device.
[0008] According to yet another aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a method for remotely con-
trolling an electronic device with a computing device,
comprising the steps of: generating, at the computing
device, a signal, the signal corresponding to a command
to be sent to the electronic device; sending the signal to
an audio output port of the media player device; receiving,
at the input port of an infrared emitter, the signal from the
audio output port of the media player device; converting,
at the infrared emitter, the signal into an infrared signal;
and emitting the infrared signal.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009] Figure 1 is a symbolic representation of an in-
frared signal corresponding to a command.
[0010] Figure 2 is a symbolic representation of a sys-
tem according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[0011] Figure 3 is a top plan view of a media player
device displaying the user interface of an application ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.
[0012] Figure 4 is a top plan view of a media player
device displaying the user interface of an application ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.
[0013] Figure 5 is a top plan view of a media player
device displaying the user interface of an application ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.
[0014] Figure 6 is a symbolic representation of an elec-
tronic circuit which may be used to implement an embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0015] Figure 7 is a top plan view of an infrared emitter
device according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[0016] Figure 8 is a symbolic representation of a sys-
tem according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

Detailed Description

[0017] Each IR-operated electronic device is equipped
with a receiver which is sensitive to infrared light and
which can translate the actual infrared light into bits. In
order to be differentiated from ambient light sources, the
infrared signal is typically modulated on a carrier frequen-
cy which typically ranges from 30 to 45 KHz. In at least
one embodiment, the carrier frequency is 38 kHz.
[0018] Reference is made to Figure 1, which shows a
typical 8-bit command signal to be sent to an IR-operated
electronic device. The signal conveys 8 bits, which in this
case are ’10000110’. It is understood that the electronic
device for which the signal is intended will interpret
’10000110’ as some type of command, like for example,
turning the electronic device on.
[0019] In particular, the signal 10 is started with a lead-
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er 12, of pre-determined duration, after which the signal’s
8 bits are represented by crests of pre-determined dura-
tions. For example, in Figure 1, a bit of ’1’ is represented
by a long crest followed by a trough. A ’0’ bit is repre-
sented by a short crest followed by a trough. In the ex-
ample of Figure 1, all troughs are of equal duration. It will
be understood by those skilled in the art that the signal
of Figure 1 is merely illustrative and other protocols for
sending information through infrared are applicable to
the present invention.
[0020] The present device and method allow a com-
puting device, such as a media player, having the capa-
bility of playing prerecorded sound files or generating
sound files dynamically, to produce an infrared signal
such as the one depicted in Figure 1. In particular, in at
least one embodiment, the present method involves a
media player playing or generating a sound signal which
is received at an external device connected to the media
player through the headphone jack. The signal is then
amplified and filtered by a first circuit and then modulated
on a high frequency by a second circuit. The signal is
then sent to an infrared light source which broadcasts
the infrared signal.
[0021] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that although the present disclosure refers to a "media
player" or a "media player device", the present invention
can be used with any general purpose computing device,
as long as the device is equipped with an audio output.
[0022] The above is better understood with reference
to Figure 2. In particular, Figure 2 shows a media player
device 20, which is characterized in that it has the ca-
pacity to playback pre-recorded sound files or generate
sound files on the fly. The sound file is then converted to
a signal 22, which is received by an amplifier and filter
circuit 24, producing an amplified and filtered signal 26.
The amplified and filtered signal 26 is then received by
modulator circuit 28, which modulates the signal on a
high carrier frequency, typically 30 to 45 KHz. The mod-
ulated signal is then sent to infrared light source 21, which
broadcasts the infrared signal 23 to electronic device 25.
[0023] It should be appreciated that the above is pro-
vided for illustrative purposes only and is not meant to
be limiting. For example, in an alternative embodiment
shown in Figure 8, signal 82, received from media player
80, is amplified and filtered by amplifier and filter circuit
84, to produce amplified and filtered signal 86. Infrared
light source 81 1 receives a carrier frequency from the
modulator circuit 88 and the amplified and filtered signal
86 separately.
[0024] As will be appreciated by those skilled in the
art, while the electronic device 25 of Figure 2 is depicted
as a television set, the present invention may be used
with any type of electronic device which is remotely con-
trolled by infrared signals, including but not limited to re-
motely controlled toys. Those skilled in the art will further
appreciate that the amplifier and filter circuit 24, the mod-
ulator circuit 28, and the infrared light source 21 are com-
ponents of a device which, in operation, is connected to

the media player 20 through a headphone jack or other
output port, as will be discussed in greater detail below.
[0025] Reference is now made to Figure 7, which
shows an embodiment of the device that connects to a
media player device. For simplicity, this device will be
referred to as an infrared signal converter.
[0026] The infrared signal converter 70 includes a
housing 72, an infrared source 74, and an input 76. As
will be appreciated by people skilled in the art, within the
housing 72 are circuits, such as the filtering, amplifying
and modulating circuits discussed above. The input 76
is shown as a headphone jack, however any type of input
suitable for receiving audio signals could be used.
[0027] In some embodiments, the media player main-
tains in memory a collection of sound files which corre-
spond to commands for the electronic device. In other
words, each sound file stored in memory would, when
played by the media player and run through the amplifier
and filter circuit 24, modulator circuit 28, and infrared
source 21, produce an infrared signal such as the one
depicted in Figure 1.
[0028] In Figure 1, the infrared signal conveys the byte
’10000110’ which corresponds, for example, to the com-
mand ’ON’. The sound signal which produces ’10000110’
can be saved in a file and accessed when the user selects
the ’ON’ button from an application residing on the media
player, as will be described in greater detail below. Other
commands, such as ’OFF’, ’PLAY’, ’STOP’, ’REWIND’,
would also correspond to a specific byte, which in turn
would correspond to a sound file to be accessed based
on user input.
[0029] For electronic devices like a television, there
may be a known number of commands which can be
sent. In such a case, every command may be saved in
a sound file on the media player.
[0030] As will be appreciated by those skilled in the
art, command sound files may be saved in a WAV format,
or any other suitable audio format.
[0031] In some cases however, the number and types
of commands to be sent may be too complex for the
above solution to be practical. In such cases, it may be
preferable to generate sound signals on the fly.
[0032] From the user’s perspective, the electronic de-
vice may be controlled remotely using a media player by
invoking an application residing on the media player. This
application could come pre-loaded at the time of manu-
facture, or could be added to the device at a later time.
[0033] According to one embodiment, the application
would include a graphical user interface (GUI) which
mimics the appearance of an actual remote control de-
vice. An example of such a GUI is shown in Figure 3.
[0034] As can be seen in Figure 3, the GUI of the ap-
plication includes all the buttons that would be expected
on a conventional remote control device. The example
of Figure 3 mimics the remote control device of a DVD
player, and therefore includes such functions as play,
stop, pause, select, fast-forward, rewind, next, previous
and menu. Other functions would be known to those
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skilled in the art.
[0035] As can also be seen in Figure 3, the button for
fast-forward (’FF’) is currently selected by the application.
The user can change the selected button by using a di-
rectional input or a touch screen of the media player de-
vice. The user may also activate a function by selecting
it and pressing the appropriate button on the media player
device.
[0036] In the embodiment of Figure 3, when the user
activates a function using the GUI, the application ac-
cesses the sound file associated with the activated func-
tion and plays it. The sound signal is then converted to
an infrared signal by the device connected to the output
port of the media player device as described above.
[0037] In some applications, a more complex applica-
tion and GUI are required. For example, as seen in Figure
4, there is shown a GUI for an application which controls
a remotely controlled toy vehicle. In the example of Figure
4, the media player device 40 includes a touch-screen
42. The GUI includes a steering wheel 44, forward and
reverse buttons 45 and 46, as well as left and right buttons
47 and 48.
[0038] In the example of Figure 4, the user may re-
motely control a toy vehicle by manipulating the GUI. The
application would translate the input received from the
user through the GUI into sound signals corresponding
to infrared signals to be received by the toy vehicle.
[0039] As would be appreciated by people skilled in
the art, the examples of Figure 3 and Figure 4 are merely
illustrative and the present invention is not so limited. The
present device and method may be modified to accom-
modate any device that is remotely controlled by infrared
signals.
[0040] In another embodiment, the application on the
media player device may provide an advanced GUI which
provides the user with a level of abstraction above the
traditional remote control. Figure 5 shows an example of
such a GUI.
[0041] Figure 5 shows a media player device 50 with
a touch screen 52 for controlling a toy vehicle, like that
of Figure 4. However, unlike the GUI of Figure 4, the GUI
of Figure 5 shows a grid 54, having thereon a bolded line
53, representing a trajectory. The trajectory 53 is created
by the user using the GUI, and represents the path that
the user wants the toy vehicle to take once it is launched.
When the user is satisfied with the trajectory, he may
signal through the GUI to launch the vehicle. This will
cause the application to translate the user-defined tra-
jectory into sound signals which will be converted as dis-
cussed above into infrared commands, and which in turn
will cause the toy vehicle to travel through the user-de-
fined trajectory.
[0042] As will be appreciated by those skilled in the
art, the example of Figure 5 is merely illustrative, and the
above concept can be adapted for other applications.
Specifically, an application may provide the user with the
ability to define compound commands which allows more
complex operations to be defined and executed more

easily.
[0043] Compound commands may be used in an em-
bodiment of the present invention which controls a tele-
vision set. As is known, modern television sets often pro-
vide complex menus to allow the user to optimize the
television for a given application. For example, a user
may wish to play games on a gaming console. This may
require the user to press the INPUT button on the remote
control four times, and the user may also wish to set his
television’s audio setting to GAMING. After, the same
user may want to watch sports on television. This could
require, for example, pressing the INPUT button twice,
and switching the television’s audio setting to SPORTS.
[0044] The present method and device allow the user
to define compound commands to perform each of these
operations with a single command, at least from the point
of view of the user. Using the above example, the user
could define a compound command for switching his tel-
evision’s settings from television to gaming, and from
gaming to television. This could be done by using a por-
tion of the application’s GUI which is intended for this
purpose, and compound commands could be saved in
permanent storage and would appear on the applica-
tion’s main GUI, as other commands, or alternatively, in
a sub-menu.
[0045] The exact definition of such compound com-
mands, would, as is appreciated by those skilled in the
art, depend on the particular television set for which they
are intended. However, one may very well imagine a
compound command for switching from television to
gaming to look like this:

INPUT;
INPUT;
INPUT;
INPUT;
MENU;
DIRECTION-DOWN;
DIRECTION-DOWN;
DIRECTION-LEFT;
EXIT;

[0046] The first four commands of the above com-
pound command are INPUT, and serve to change the
television’s input setting from the television receiver to
the gaming console’s input. The MENU command brings
up the television’s interface for controlling various param-
eters. The two DIRECTION-DOWN commands bring the
interface’s s cursor to the audio setting portion of the
interface, and the DIRECTION-LEFT command changes
the audio setting to GAMING. The EXIT command re-
moves the interface from the television screen.
[0047] The above is merely an example, and any type
of compound command, for any type of electronic device
controlled by infrared commands could be created and
used with the device and method of the present disclo-
sure.
[0048] As will further be appreciated by those skilled
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in the art, it may be necessary, in some applications, to
introduce a delay between commands of a compound
command, in order to allow the electronic device for which
the commands are intended to react to a first command
before the next one is sent. A default delay could be au-
tomatically introduced, and could be in the order of 10
milliseconds. Additional delays could be introduced ex-
plicitly as part of the compound command’s definition.
[0049] Reference is now made to Figure 6. Figure 6
shows an electronic circuit, and particularly a electronic
circuit which uses a microcontroller unit and which per-
forms the signal filtering, amplifying and modulating.
However, it is important to note that those skilled in the
art will be able to create circuits for performing these tasks
in any number of ways. Thus, the circuit of Figure 6 is
provided for illustrative purposes only and is not limiting.
[0050] The embodiments of the present invention de-
scribed herein are intended to be non-limiting. Various
modifications which are readily apparent to the person
of skill in the art are intended to be within the scope of
the invention, the only limitations to which are set forth
in the appended claims.
[0051] Enclosed some further advantageous embodi-
ments of the present invention.
A device for converting a computing system into a remote
control for electronic devices, comprising:

an input port for receiving an audio signal from the
computing system;
an amplifier and filter circuit, connected to the input
port;
a modulator circuit, the modulator circuit producing
a carrier frequency; and an infrared emitter;
wherein the infrared emitter is configured to transmit
an infrared signal modulated on the carrier frequency
and corresponding to the signal produced by the am-
plifier and filter circuit.

[0052] A computing device comprising:

a microprocessor;
memory;
an audio output port; and
an application stored in the memory, the application
being configured to send a signal to the audio output
port in response to user input;
wherein the signal corresponds to a command to be
sent to a remotely controlled electronic device.

[0053] The computing device, wherein the signal orig-
inates from a file stored in the memory.
[0054] The computing device, wherein the signal is
generated by the application.
[0055] The computing device, wherein the application
includes a user interface, the user interface allowing a
user to select a command for the remotely controlled
electronic device, and wherein selection of a command
will cause the application to send a signal corresponding

to the selected command.
[0056] The computing device, wherein the user inter-
face further allows the user to define compound com-
mands, a compound command comprising a sequence
of commands.
[0057] The computing device, wherein compound
commands are selectable by the user.
[0058] The computing device, wherein when the user
selects a compound command, the application sends a
signal corresponding to each command of the selected
compound command in sequence.
[0059] The computing device, wherein the application
delays for a predetermined period of time between the
sending of each signal.
[0060] The computing device, wherein compound
commands further comprise user-defined delays.
[0061] The computing device, wherein the remotely
controlled electronic device is a toy vehicle and wherein
the application includes a user interface, the user inter-
face providing controls for the toy vehicle.
[0062] The computing device, wherein the user inter-
face allows a user to define a trajectory, and wherein the
application is configured to send a plurality of signals to
the output port, the plurality of signals corresponding to
a plurality of infrared commands which cause the toy ve-
hicle to move through the trajectory.
[0063] A method for remotely controlling an electronic
device with a computing device, comprising the steps of:

generating, at the computing device, a signal, the
signal corresponding to a command to be sent to the
electronic device;
sending the signal to an audio output port of the com-
puting device;
receiving, at the input port of an infrared emitter, the
signal from the audio output port of the computing
device;
converting, at the infrared emitter, the signal into an
infrared signal; and emitting the infrared signal.

[0064] A system for remotely controlling an electronic
device comprising:

a device for converting a computing system into a
remote control for electronic devices according to
previously described; and
a computing system according to previously de-
scribed.

Claims

1. A system for remotely controlling an electronic de-
vice comprising:

a computing device comprising:

a microprocessor;
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memory;
an audio output port; and
an application stored in the memory, the ap-
plication being configured to send a signal
to the audio output port in response to user
input; wherein the signal corresponds to a
command to be sent to a remotely controlled
electronic device; and

a device for converting the computing device in-
to a remote control for electronic devices com-
prising:

an input port for receiving an audio signal
from the computing device;
an amplifier and filter circuit, connected to
the input port;
a modulator circuit, the modulator circuit
producing a carrier frequency; and
an infrared emitter;
wherein the infrared emitter is configured to
transmit an infrared signal modulated on the
carrier frequency and corresponding to the
signal produced by the amplifier and filter
circuit.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the signal originates
from a file stored in the memory.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the signal is gener-
ated by the application.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the application in-
cludes a user interface, the user interface allowing
a user to select a command for the remotely control-
led electronic device, and wherein selection of a
command will cause the application to send a signal
corresponding to the selected command.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the user interface
further allows the user to define compound com-
mands, a compound command comprising a se-
quence of commands.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein compound com-
mands are selectable by the user.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein when the user selects
a compound command, the application sends a sig-
nal corresponding to each command of the selected
compound command in sequence.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the application de-
lays for a predetermined period of time between the
sending of each signal.

9. The system of claim 5, wherein compound com-
mands further comprise user-defined delays.

10. The system of any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the
remotely controlled electronic device is a toy vehicle
and wherein the application includes a user inter-
face, the user interface providing controls for the toy
vehicle.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the user interface
allows a user to define a trajectory, and wherein the
application is configured to send a plurality of signals
to the output port, the plurality of signals correspond-
ing to a plurality of infrared commands which cause
the toy vehicle to move through the trajectory.

12. A computing device according to any one of claims
1 to 11.

13. A device for converting a computing system into a
remote control for electronic devices according to
any one of claims 1 to 11.

14. A method for remotely controlling an electronic de-
vice with a computing device, comprising the steps
of:

generating, at the computing device, a signal,
the signal corresponding to a command to be
sent to the electronic device;
sending the signal to an audio output port of the
computing device;
receiving, at the input port of an infrared emitter,
the signal from the audio output port of the com-
puting device;
converting, at the infrared emitter, the signal into
an infrared signal; and emitting the infrared sig-
nal.
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