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(54) Display apparatus, system, and control method thereof

(57) Disclosed are a display apparatus, system and
control method , the display apparatus including a com-
municating unit which performs a communication with an
external tuner, and receives an intermediate frequency
(IF) signal from the external tuner; an IF signal processing

unit which processes th e IF signal received in the com-
municating unit; and a control unit which controls the IF
signal processing unit to process the received IF signal
to be a signal displayable on a display unit if receiving
the IF signal from the external tuner.
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Description

BACKGROUND

Field

[0001] Exemplary embodiments relate to a display ap-
paratus, a system and a control method thereof which
provide a tuner unit by an external tuner to exclude a
tuner unit, thereby becoming more slimmed.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Currently, in a display apparatus, in addition to
how the apparatus functions, the design of the apparatus
has become an important factor to a user. Accordingly,
a display apparatus having a slimmed design has be-
come an important point of differentiation in a rapidly
growing market of a display apparatus of a liquid crystal
display (LCD) and a light emitting diode (LED). Accord-
ingly, a tuner unit may be mounted to an external appa-
ratus to manufacture a slimmed display apparatus. That
is, a tuner unit is mounted to an external apparatus, and
if the tuner unit of the external apparatus receives a
broadcasting signal, the received broadcasting signal is
demodulated and modulated to be displayed in a display
apparatus, and is then transmitted to the display appa-
ratus. However, in this case, since an element for de-
modulating and modulating the received broadcasting
signal is provided to a tuner unit provided to the external
apparatus as well as the display apparatus, the element
performing the same function is duplicated, and accord-
ingly, manufacturing costs are increased.

SUMMARY

[0003] Exemplary embodiments provide a slimmed
display apparatus excluding a tuner unit, and a system
and a control method thereof configured by a display ap-
paratus and an external tuner from which a duplicated
element for demodulating and modulating a broadcasting
signal is excluded.
[0004] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided an apparatus and method as set forth in the ap-
pended claims. Other features of the invention will be
apparent from the dependent claims, and the description
which follows.
[0005] According to an aspect of the exemplary em-
bodiments, there is provided a display apparatus includ-
ing: a communicating unit which performs a communica-
tion with an external tuner, and receives an intermediate
frequency (IF) signal from the external tuner; an IF signal
processing unit which processes the IF signal received
in the communicating unit; a display unit which displays
the signal processed in the IF signal processing unit; and
a control unit which controls the IF signal processing unit
to process the received IF signal to be a signal display-
able on the display unit if receiving the IF signal from the

external tuner.
[0006] The display apparatus further includes a user
input unit for selecting a channel, wherein, if a channel
selecting signal is received from the user input unit, the
control unit controls the communicating unit to transmit
the received channel selecting signal to the external tun-
er, and to receive an IF signal corresponding to the trans-
mitted channel selecting signal from the external tuner.
[0007] The IF signal which is received at the commu-
nicating unit has a signal format which is converted to
correspond to a communication protocol of the commu-
nicating unit, and the IF signal processing unit further
comprises a signal format converting unit which extracts
the received IF signal from the format-converted signal.
[0008] The received IF signal is a digital signal, and
the IF signal processing unit further comprises a digital
to analog converter (DAC) which converts the digital sig-
nal into an analog signal.
[0009] The IF signal processing unit further includes
an IF demodulating unit which demodulates the IF signal.
[0010] According to another exemplary embodiment
there is provided a display apparatus system including:
an external tuner which comprises a receiving unit which
receives a broadcasting signal, an IF signal converting
unit which converts a radio frequency (RF) signal of a
specific channel from the received broadcasting signal
into an intermediate frequency (IF) signal, and a commu-
nicating unit which performs a communication with a dis-
play apparatus and transmits the converted IF signal to
the display apparatus; and a display apparatus which
comprises a communicating unit which performs a com-
munication with the external tuner and receives the IF
signal from the external tuner, an IF signal processing
unit which processes the IF signal received in the com-
municating unit, a display unit which displays the signal
processed in the IF signal processing unit, and a control
unit which controls the IF signal processing unit to proc-
ess the received IF signal to be a signal displayable on
the display unit if receiving the IF signal from the external
tuner.
[0011] The external tuner further includes a digital to
analog converter (DAC) which converts an analog signal
into a digital signal.
[0012] The external tuner further includes a signal for-
mat converting unit converting the processed IF signal
to have a signal format corresponding to a communica-
tion protocol of the communicating unit.
[0013] The external tuner further includes a user input
unit for selecting a channel, and a receiving unit which
receives a channel selecting signal of the user input unit.
[0014] The display apparatus further includes a user
input unit for selecting a channel, and if a channel select-
ing signal is received from the user input unit, the control
unit controls the communicating unit to transmit the re-
ceived signal to the external tuner, and controls the com-
municating unit to receive an IF signal corresponding to
the transmitted signal from the external tuner.
[0015] The IF signal received in the communicating
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unit of the display apparatus has a signal format which
is converted to correspond to a communication protocol
of the communicating unit, and the IF signal processing
unit further includes a signal format converting unit which
extracts an IF signal from the format-converted signal.
[0016] The IF signal received in the communicating
unit of the display apparatus is a digital signal, and the
IF signal processing unit further comprises a digital to
analog converter (DAC) which converts a digital signal
into an analog signal.
[0017] The IF signal processing unit further includes
an IF demodulating unit which demodulates the IF signal.
[0018] According to another exemplary embodiment,
there is provided a control method of a display apparatus,
the method including: receiving an intermediate frequen-
cy (IF) signal from an external tuner in a communicating
unit; processing the received IF signal in an IF signal
processing unit; and displaying the processed signal on
a display unit.
[0019] The control method further comprises receiving
a channel selecting signal from a user input unit, and
transmitting the received signal to the external tuner from
the communicating unit.
[0020] The received IF signal has a signal format which
is converted to correspond to a communication protocol
of the communicating unit, and the processing the signal
further comprises extracting an IF signal from the format-
converted signal in a signal format converting unit.
[0021] The received IF signal is a digital signal, and
the processing the signal further includes converting the
digital signal into an analog signal in a digital to analog
converter (DAC).
[0022] T h e processing th e signal further includes
demodulating the IF signal in an IF demodulating unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] The above and/or other aspects will become
apparent and mo r e readily appreciated from th e follow-
ing description of the exemplary embodiments, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a configuration block diagram of a display
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a configuration block diagram of a display
apparatus system according to an exemplary em-
bodiment;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a control operation
of a display apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment; and
FIG. 4 and 5 are flowcharts illustrating a control op-
eration of a display apparatus system according to
an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0024] Below, exemplary embodiments will be de-

scribed in detail with reference to accompanying draw-
ings so as to be easily realized by a person having ordi-
nary knowledge in the art. The present inventive concept
may be embodied in various forms without being limited
to the exemplary embodiments set forth herein. Descrip-
tions of well-known parts are omitted for clarity, and like
reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0025] FIG. 1 is a configuration block diagram of a dis-
play apparatus according to a first exemplary embodi-
ment.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 1, a display apparatus accord-
ing to a first exemplary embodiment includes a commu-
nicating unit 110, an intermediate frequency (IF) signal
processing unit 120, a display unit 130, a control unit 140
and a user input unit 150.
[0027] The communicating unit 110 may communicate
with an external tuner (referring to 200 in FIG. 2), and
may receive an IF signal from the external tuner.
[0028] The communicating unit 110 may perform wired
or wireless communications with the external tuner 200.
If the communicating unit 110 performs wired communi-
cation, a cable, a coaxial cable or an optical cable is con-
nected with the external tuner 200, and a protocol corre-
sponding to the cable, the coaxial cable or the optical
cable may be included. Also, if the communicating unit
110 performs wireless communication, a wireless net-
work communication of any type can be available as long
as wireless network communication with the external tun-
er 200 may be performed, and a communication protocol
corresponding thereto may be included. Preferably but
not necessarily, the wireless network communication
may perform a Wi-Fi communication as a wireless local
area network (WLAN), and may include a communication
protocol corresponding thereto.
[0029] Accordingly, an IF signal received from the ex-
ternal tuner 200 through the communicating unit 110 is
a signal, a signal format of which is converted to corre-
spond to a communication protocol capable of perform-
ing the wire communication or the wireless communica-
tion. That is, the external tuner 200 transmits to the com-
municating unit 110 an IF signal packetized depending
on a communication protocol for performing wired or
wireless communications with the communicating unit
110.
[0030] The IF signal processing unit 120 may process
an IF signal received through the communicating unit 110
to be displayed in the display unit 130.
[0031] The IF signal processing unit 120 may include
a signal format converting unit 121, a digital to analog
converter (DAC) 122 and an IF demodulating unit 123.
[0032] As described above, the IF signal received to
the communicating unit 110 is a signal, a signal format
of which is converted to correspond to a communication
protocol capable of performing wired or wireless commu-
nication with the external tuner 200. That is, it is an IF
signal packetized in the external tuner 200.
[0033] Accordingly, the signal format converting unit
121 may extract only an IF signal from a signal, the signal
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format of which is converted, received to the communi-
cating unit 110.
[0034] That is, by depacketizing a packetized IF signal
received from the external tuner 200, only the IF signal
is extracted.
[0035] An IF signal received to the communicating unit
110 is a digital signal. Accordingly, the DAC 122 converts
an IF signal received to the communicating unit 110 from
a digital signal to an analog signal. This process may be
performed after the IF signal extracting process in the
signal format converting unit 121.
[0036] The IF demodulating unit 123 may demodulate
an IF signal. That is, the IF demodulating unit 123 may
demodulate an IF signal converted into an analog signal
into a signal of an MPEP TS, a CVBS, an SIF L/R, etc.
[0037] Here, the IF signal may include any or all of a
video signal, an audio signal and a data signal.
[0038] Accordingly, th e display apparatus may further
include a second signal processing unit besides the IF
signal processing unit 120. The second signal processing
unit may be included in the IF signal processing unit 120,
or may separately exist as a system on chip (SoC). The
second signal processing unit divides an IF signal de-
modulated in the IF demodulating unit 123 into a video
signal, an audio signal and a data signal, and the divided
video signal and the divided audio signal may be proc-
essed in a video signal processing unit (not shown) and
an audio signal processing unit (not shown), respectively.
Accordingly, the video signal processing unit (not shown)
may further include a decoder decoding a signal demod-
ulated by the IF demodulating unit 123, a scaler scaling
to be appropriate for the state of the display unit 130, etc.
Also, the display apparatus may further include a speaker
unit (not shown) for outputting an audio signal processed
in the audio signal processing unit.
[0039] The display unit 130 displays a signal proc-
essed in the IF signal processing unit 120, and may in-
clude various display units such as a cathode ray tube
(CRT), a liquid crystal display (LCD), a light emitting diode
(LED), a plasma display panel (PDP), etc.
[0040] If the control unit 140 receives an IF signal from
the external tuner 200, the control unit 140 may control
the IF signal processing unit 120 to process the received
IF signal to be a signal capable of being displayed in the
display unit 130.
[0041] The user input unit 150 is a user input unit for
selecting a channel, and may be provided to the display
apparatus as various types such as a button type, a touch
panel for a touch screen, a remote controller or a key-
board connected to the display apparatus by wire or wire-
less, etc.
[0042] Accordingly, if a channel selecting signal is re-
ceived from the user input unit 150, the control unit 140
may control the communicating unit 110 to transmit the
received channel selecting signal to the external tuner
200, and may control the communicating unit 110 to re-
ceive a video signal corresponding to the transmitted
channel selecting signal from the external tuner 200.

[0043] FIG. 2 is a configuration block diagram of a dis-
play apparatus system according to the second exem-
plary embodiment.
[0044] As shown in FIG. 2, a display apparatus system
according to this exemplary embodiment is configured
by a display apparatus 100 and an external tuner 200.
[0045] The display apparatus 100 is already described
above in FIG. 1, and the detail description thereof is omit-
ted.
[0046] The external tuner 200 includes a receiving unit
210, a signal converting unit 220 and a communicating
unit 230.
[0047] The receiving unit 210 is capable of receiving
a broadcasting signal transmitted from a broadcaster,
and may include an antenna. The broadcasting signal
received to the receiving unit 210 is a radio frequency
(RF) type.
[0048] The signal converting unit 220 includes an IF
signal converting unit 221 which may convert an RF sig-
nal of a specific channel among RF signals received
through the receiving unit 210 into an IF signal. The con-
verted IF signal has the advantage that, due to high se-
lectivity, only a wanted frequency channel can be cor-
rectly selected, and high sensitivity minimizes noises or
an ill effect of a surrounding circuit and stability can be
improved. Accordingly, the RF signal is converted to the
IF signal to improve a channel selectivity so that a user
can correctly select only a wanted frequency channel.
[0049] In the conventional case that there exist a tuner
unit in an outside apparatus, a received RF video signal
is converted into an IF video signal, and then is converted
again into a video signal having a low base band frequen-
cy to be transmitted to a TV. However, to convert into the
low base band frequency, there is the problem that an
analog decoder or a digital decoder is necessary to be
disposed in both an external apparatus that includes the
tuner unit, as well as the TV.
[0050] Accordingly, in the exemplary embodiments, to
remove duplicated elements having the same functions,
the RF signal is converted into the IF signal, and the
converted IF signal is transmitted to the display appara-
tus without being converted into the low base band fre-
quency. Accordingly, since it is unnecessary that an an-
alog decoder or a digital decoder should be mounted to
an external tuner 200 according to this exemplary em-
bodiment, the external tuner 200 can be simplified, and
a manufacturing cost thereof can be greatly reduced.
[0051] Also, the signal converting unit 220 may further
include an analog to digital converter (ADC) 222. The
ADC 222 may convert an analog signal to a digital signal.
As a broadcasting signal received through the receiving
unit 210 is analog, an IF signal converted in the IF signal
converting unit 221 is converted into a digital signal in
the ADC 222.
[0052] Also, the signal converting unit 220 may further
include a signal format converting unit 223. The signal
format converting unit 223 converts the format of a digital
IF signal converted in the ADC 222 into a signal format

5 6 



EP 2 337 339 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

corresponding to a protocol included in the communicat-
ing unit 230. It is not that data of the IF signal, the signal
format of which is converted by the signal format con-
verting unit 223 is distorted, but that packeting/packetiz-
ing thereof necessary for communication is performed.
Accordingly, if the communicating unit 230 includes wired
or wireless communication protocols, the signal format
converting unit 223 can convert the format of a digital IF
signal to correspond to a communication protocol of the
communicating unit 230.
[0053] The communicating unit 230 performs a com-
munication with the display apparatus 100, and all of a
wired communication and a wireless communication are
available. I f th e communicating unit 230 performs a
wired communication, a cable, a coaxial cable or an op-
tical cable is connected with the display apparatus 100,
and a protocol corresponding to the cable, the coaxial
cable or the optical cable may be included. Also, if the
communicating unit 230 performs a wireless communi-
cation, any type of wireless network communication can
be available as long as wireless network communication
with the external tuner 200 ma y be performed, and a
communication protocol corresponding thereto ma y be
included. Preferably but not necessarily, as a WLAN
communication, the wireless network communication
may perform a Wi-Fi communication, and may include a
communication protocol corresponding thereto.
[0054] Accordingly, th e external tuner according to ex-
emplary embodiment converts an analog RF signal re-
ceived in the receiving unit 210 into a digital IF signal,
and then converts this into a signal format corresponding
to a communication protocol of the communicating unit
230 to transmit to the display apparatus 100. Accordingly,
the external tuner of the exemplary embodiment can re-
move the conventional element such as a demodulator/
modulator necessary to convert an IF signal into a low
base band frequency.
[0055] Also, the communicating unit 230 may receive
a channel selecting signal of the user input unit 150 of
the display apparatus 100. Accordingly, the communi-
cating unit 230 transmits the received channel selecting
signal to the receiving unit 210 to receive an RF signal
corresponding to the channel selecting signal. Also, the
external tuner 200 of the exemplary embodiment may
include a control unit (not shown), and the communicat-
ing unit 230 may transmit the received channel selecting
signal to the control unit, and the control unit may control
the receiving unit 210 to receive an RF signal correspond-
ing to the received channel selecting signal.
[0056] Accordingly, an RF signal corresponding to the
channel selecting signal received to the receiving unit
210 is converted into a digital IF signal via the IF signal
converting unit 221, the ADC 222 and the signal format
converting unit 223, and the digital IF signal is transmitted
to the display apparatus 100 through the communicating
unit 230.
[0057] Accordingly, if there is no separate control sig-
nal receiving unit in the external tuner 200 of the exem-

plary embodiment, a control signal can be received from
the display apparatus 100 through the communicating
unit 230.
[0058] Also, the external tuner 200 according to the
exemplary embodiment may further include a receiving
unit (not shown) directly receiving a channel selecting
signal from the user input unit 150 of the display appa-
ratus 100.
[0059] If the user input unit 150 of the display apparatus
100 is a remote controller connected wirelessly, a user
may directly transmit a signal for selecting a channel to
the external tuner 200 instead of the display apparatus
100 by using the remote controller, and the external tuner
200 may select a RF signal corresponding to a channel
selecting signal received through the receiving unit.
[0060] Also, the external tuner 200 of the exemplary
embodiment may further include a user input unit (not
shown) for selecting a channel. The user input unit may
be provided to the external tuner 200 as various types
such as a button type, a remote controller connected to
the external tuner 200 in wired or in wireless, a keyboard,
etc. Accordingly, a user may directly input a signal for a
channel selection to the external tuner 200 instead of the
display apparatus 100 through the user input unit. Ac-
cordingly, the external tuner 200 receiving the channel
selecting signal can select an RF signal corresponding
to the signal.
[0061] FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a control oper-
ation of the display apparatus 100 according to the first
exemplary embodiment.
[0062] The communicating unit 110 of the display ap-
paratus 100 of the first exemplary embodiment transmits
a channel selecting signal received from the user input
unit 150 to the external tuner 200 (S100), and receives
an IF signal corresponding to the transmitted channel
selecting signal from the external tuner 200 (S110). Here,
the received IF signal is a digital IF signal, a signal format
of which is converted to correspond to a communication
protocol of the communicating unit 110. Accordingly, only
an IF signal is extracted from the format-converted signal
in the signal format converting unit 121 of the IF signal
processing unit 120 (S120). The extracted IF signal is a
digital signal. Accordingly, the digital IF signal is convert-
ed to an analog signal in the DAC 122 (S130). The analog
IF signal is demodulated in the IF demodulating unit 123
(S140). The demodulated signal is decoded and scaled
in a second signal processing unit (not shown) to be dis-
played on the display unit 130, and then is displayed on
the display unit 130 (S150).
[0063] FIGS. 4 and 5 are flowcharts illustrating a con-
trol operation of a display apparatus system including the
external tuner 200 and the display apparatus 100 accord-
ing to the second exemplary embodiment.
[0064] The external tuner 200 receives a channel se-
lecting signal (S200). The received channel selecting sig-
nal may be a channel selecting signal received from the
user input unit 150 of the display apparatus 100 and then
received through the communicating unit 230 of the ex-
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ternal tuner 200. That is, if a channel selecting signal is
received from the user input unit 150 of the display ap-
paratus 100 (S200), the control unit 140 of the display
apparatus 100 transmits the received channel selecting
signal to the external tuner 200 through the communicat-
ing unit 110.
[0065] Also, the external tuner 200 may include a re-
ceiving unit (not shown) directly receiving a channel se-
lecting signal which the user input unit 150 of the display
apparatus 100 transmits, and may directly receive the
channel selecting signal by the receiving unit. Also, the
external tuner 200 may further include a separate user
input unit (not shown), and a channel selecting signal
may be directly received from the separate user input
unit.
[0066] The external tuner 200 selects an RF signal cor-
responding to the received channel selecting signal
among received broadcasting signals (S210). The se-
lected RF signal is an analog signal. The selected RF
signal is converted into an IF signal in the IF signal con-
verting unit 221 (S220). The converted IF signal is still
an analog signal, and is converted to a digital signal in
the ADC 222 (S230). The IF signal converted into the
digital signal is converted to have a signal format corre-
sponding to a communication protocol of the communi-
cating unit 230 in the signal format converting unit 223
(S240), and this is transmitted to the display apparatus
100 through the communicating unit 230 (S250).
[0067] The communicating unit 110 of the display ap-
paratus 100 performs a communication with the commu-
nicating unit 230 of the external tuner 200 to receive the
format-converted digital IF signal (S260). Only an IF sig-
nal is extracted from the format-converted signal in the
signal format converting unit 121 of the IF signal process-
ing unit 120 (S270). The extracted IF signal is a digital
signal. Accordingly, the digital IF signal is converted into
an analog signal in the DAC 122 (S280), and is demod-
ulated in the IF demodulating unit 123 (S290). The de-
modulated signal is decoded/scaled to be displayable on
the display unit 130 in a second signal processing unit
(not shown) to be displayed on the display unit 130
(S300).
[0068] Also, the exemplary embodiment provides a
control method of a display apparatus.
[0069] A control method of the exemplary embodiment
may include an operation of receiving an IF signal from
an external tuner in a communicating unit, an operation
of processing the received IF signal in an IF signal
processing unit, and an operation of displaying the proc-
essed signal in a display unit.
[0070] Also, the control method may further include an
operation of receiving a channel selecting signal from a
user input unit, and an operation of transmitting the re-
ceived signal to the external tuner in the communicating
unit.
[0071] Further, the received IF signal may be a signal,
a signal format of which is converted to correspond to a
communication protocol of the communicating unit, and

the signal processing operation may further include an
operation of extracting an IF signal from the format-con-
verted signal in a signal format converting unit.
[0072] The received IF signal may be a digital signal,
and the signal processing operation may further include
an operation of converting the digital signal into an analog
signal in a DAC.
[0073] The signal processing operation may further in-
clude an operation of demodulating the IF signal in an IF
demodulating unit.
[0074] The control method of the exemplary embodi-
ment is already described in the control operation de-
scribed in FIGs. 3 and 4, and the duplicated description
thereof is omitted.
[0075] Although a few exemplary embodiments of the
present invention have been shown and described, it will
be appreciated by those skilled in the art that changes
may be made in these exemplary embodiments without
departing from the principles of the invention, the scope
of which is defined in the appended claims and their
equivalents.
[0076] Attention is directed to all papers and docu-
ments which are filed concurrently with or previous to this
specification in connection with this application and which
are open to public inspection with this specification, and
the contents of all such papers and documents are in-
corporated herein by reference.
[0077] All of the features disclosed in this specification
(including an y accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings), and/or all of the steps of any method or process
so disclosed, may be combined in any combination, ex-
cept combinations where at least some of such features
and/or steps are mutually exclusive.
[0078] Each feature disclosed in this specification (in-
cluding any accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings) may be replaced by alternative features serving the
same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly
stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated other-
wise, each feature disclosed is one example only of a
generic series of equivalent or similar features.
[0079] The invention is not restricted to the details of
the foregoing embodiment(s). The invention extends to
any novel one, or any novel combination, of the features
disclosed in th i s specification (including any accompa-
nying claims, abstract and drawings), or to any novel one,
or any novel combination, of the steps of any method or
process so disclosed.

Claims

1. A display apparatus, comprising:

a communicating unit which performs a commu-
nication with an external tuner, and receives an
intermediate frequency, IF, signal from the ex-
ternal tuner;
an IF signal processing unit which processes
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the IF signal received in the communicating unit;
and
a control unit which controls the IF signal
processing unit to process the received IF signal
to be a signal displayable on a display unit if
receiving the IF signal from the external tuner.

2. The display apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising a user input unit for selecting a channel,
wherein, if a channel selecting signal is received from
the user input unit, the control unit controls the com-
municating unit to transmit the received channel se-
lecting signal to the external tuner, and to receive an
IF signal corresponding to the transmitted channel
selecting signal from the external tuner.

3. The display apparatus according to any preceding
claim, wherein the IF signal which is received at the
communicating unit has a signal format which is con-
verted to correspond to a communication protocol of
the communicating unit, and
the IF signal processing unit further comprises a sig-
nal format converting unit which extracts the re-
ceived IF signal from the format-converted signal.

4. The display apparatus according to any preceding
claim, wherein the received IF signal is a digital sig-
nal, and
the IF signal processing unit further comprises a dig-
ital to analog converter, DAC, which converts the
digital signal into an analog signal.

5. The display apparatus according to any preceding
claim, wherein the IF signal processing unit further
comprises an IF demodulating unit which demodu-
lates the IF signal.

6. The display apparatus according to any preceding
claim, wherein the display apparatus displays the
signal processed in the IF signal processing unit.

7. An external tuner comprising:

a receiving unit which receives a broadcasting
signal from a broadcaster;
a signal converting unit which converts the
broadcasting signal into a digital IF signal; and
a communication unit which communicates with
an external display apparatus to transmit the dig-
ital IF signal to the external display apparatus;
wherein the display apparatus processes the
transmitted IF and displays the processed IF sig-
nal.

8. The external tuner according to claim 7, further com-
prising a digital to analog converter, DAC, which con-
verts an analog signal into a digital signal.

9. The external tuner according to any one of claims 7
to 8, further comprising a signal format converting
unit which converts the processed IF signal to have
a signal format corresponding to a communication
protocol of the communicating unit.

10. The external tuner according to any one of claims 7
to 9, further comprising a user input unit for selecting
a channel, and
a receiving unit which receives a channel selecting
signal of the user input unit.

11. A control method of a display apparatus, comprising:

receiving an intermediate frequency (IF) signal
from an external tuner in a communicating unit;
processing the received IF signal in an IF signal
processing unit; and
displaying the processed signal on a display
unit.

12. The control method of the display apparatus accord-
ing to claim 11, further comprising:

receiving a channel selecting signal from a user
input unit, and
transmitting the received signal to the external
tuner from the communicating unit.

13. The control method of the display apparatus accord-
ing to claim 11 or claim 12, wherein the received IF
signal has a signal format which is converted to cor-
respond to a communication protocol of the commu-
nicating unit, and
the processing the signal further comprises extract-
ing an IF signal from the format-converted signal in
a signal format converting unit.

14. The control method of the display apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 11 to 13, wherein the re-
ceived IF signal is a digital signal, and
the processing th e signal further comprises convert-
ing the digital signal into an analog signal in a digital
to analog converter, DAC.

15. The control method of the display apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 11 to 14, wherein the
processing the signal further comprises demodulat-
ing the IF signal in an IF demodulating unit.
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