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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a driving-force
laterally-distributing device and, more particularly, to a
technique for distributing a driving force from a driving
force source such as an engine properly to left and right
wheels in accordance with the running state of a vehicle.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In recent years, there has been developed a
device for controlling a yawing moment to act on a vehi-
cle, by generating a driving force difference between left
and right wheels at a turning time of a vehicle, thereby
to improve the turning performance of the vehicle.
[0003] For example, Japanese Patent No. 2,738,225
discloses a driving-force laterally-distributing device pro-
vided with a driving force transmission control mecha-
nism for distributing the driving forces of the left and right
wheels by transmitting the driving force of an engine from
an input unit, while allowing the rotation difference be-
tween the left and right wheels, through a differential
mechanism to transmit the driving force to the axles of
the left and right wheels and by shifting the driving force
of one of the axles of the left and right wheels to the
driving force of the other.
[0004] According to the technique disclosed in Japa-
nese Patent No. 2,738,225, however, the driving force
difference is established between the left and right
wheels by shifting the driving force to either the left or
right wheel, but cannot be limited.
[0005] Therefore, there arise a problem that the slip of
the left and right drive wheels at the straight running time
of the vehicle cannot be suppressed.
[0006] If the slip of the left and right drive wheels at the
straight running time of the vehicle is suppressed by the
technique of Japanese Patent No. 2,738,225, for exam-
ple, the driving force shifts to either the left or right wheel,
thereby to cause a problem that the vehicle turns.
[0007] Document US 2007/0021262 A1 describes a
vehicular driving force distribution system. In the vehic-
ular driving force distribution system, an oil pump which
produces a hydraulic pressure for operating a torque dis-
tribution mechanism is driven, via gears and a rotating
shaft, by the rotation of a differential case of a differential
device. Therefore, regardless of the rotational condition
of right and left wheels, namely, even if one of the right
and left wheels stops, the oil pump is driven by the driving
force of the rotating differential case, thereby reliably op-
erating the torque distribution mechanism. Also, a pump
unit for housing the oil pump is supported on a partition
wall that separates the differential device from the torque
distribution mechanism, thereby easily supporting the oil
pump.

[0008] Document EP 0 575 151 A1 describes a left/
right drive force adjusting apparatus. Thereby, a speed
increasing/decreasing mechanism is interposed be-
tween a left-wheel axle and a right-wheel axle. The mech-
anism is constructed integrally of a speed increasing
mechanism and a speed decreasing mechanism. The
speed increasing mechanism is adapted to increase a
rotational speed of the left-wheel axle 2) and then to out-
put the thus-increased rotational speed to a first interme-
diate axle. The speed decreasing mechanism, on the oth-
er hand, is adapted to decrease a rotational speed of the
left-wheel axle and then to output the thus-decreased
rotational speed to a second intermediate axle. A first
coupling of the variable transmitted torque capacity type
is interposed between the first intermediate axle and the
right-wheel axle to transmit drive torque therebetween.
A second coupling of the variable transmitted torque ca-
pacity type is interposed between the second intermedi-
ate axle and the right-wheel axle to transmit drive torque
therebetween.

SUMMARY

[0009] It is therefore one advantageous aspect of the
invention to provide a driving-force laterally-distributing
device which is enabled, by a simple constitution, to per-
form a driving force distribution more properly according
to a running state.
[0010] According to one aspect of the invention, there
is provided a device operable to distribute driving forces
to left and right wheels of a vehicle, the device including:
a differential mechanism, operable to distribute a driving
force from a drive source of the vehicle to the left and
right wheels as distributed driving forces, while allowing
a rotation difference between the left and right wheels; a
driving-force adjuster, operable to adjust each of the dis-
tributed driving forces; and a differential limiter, operable
to limit rotation difference between the left and right
wheels by applying a limiting torque to the differential
mechanism.
[0011] The device is provided with not only the differ-
ential mechanism and the driving-force adjuster but also
the differential limiter, by which the rotation difference,
as allowed by the differential mechanism, between the
left and right wheels is limited so that the slip of the left
and right wheels at the straight running time can be sup-
pressed.
[0012] As a result, the running stability at the vehicular
straight running time can be improved to perform the driv-
ing force distribution more properly according to the run-
ning state.
[0013] The device includes a body case including a
first wall partitioning, in a liquid-tight manner, a first area
accommodating the differential mechanism and the dif-
ferential limiter and reserving first oil, and a second area
accommodating the driving-force adjuster and reserving
second oil which is different from the first oil.
[0014] According to the above, the body case houses
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the differential mechanism, the driving-force adjuster and
the differential limiter, and such that walls partition liquid-
tight the side of one area for housing therein the differ-
ential mechanism and the differential limiter and the side
of the other area for housing the driving-force adjuster,
so that different oils are reserved in the one area and the
other area. As a result, the configuration can be made
so compact and simple that the individual units are
housed in the body case, and that the oils for the differ-
ential mechanism and the differential limiter are made
common.
[0015] For example, the friction members such as
clutches or brakes are used in slipping states in the driv-
ing-force adjuster, but in a low slipping state or in a com-
pletely direct coupling state in the differential limiter. Even
in this case, the oils and the friction members suitable
for the individual methods can be separately used with
ease in the constitution of the invention, so that the driv-
ing-force adjuster and the differential limiter can act most
properly.
[0016] As a result, it is possible to suppress the com-
plexity of the structure and layout in and the cost rise of
the device.
[0017] The first area may include: a third area accom-
modating the differential limiter; and a fourth area accom-
modating the differential mechanism.
[0018] The fourth area may be disposed between the
third area and the second area.
[0019] The body case may include a partition portion
adapted to partition the third area and the fourth area.
[0020] According to the above, the body case houses
the driving-force adjuster on one side of the axial direction
of the left and right wheel with respect to the differential
mechanism and the differential limiter on the other side,
and partitions the side of the differential mechanism and
the side of the differential limiter by the second wall, and
the second wall has the rib portions formed to extend in
the axial direction of the left and right wheel and in the
radial direction from one side face of the second wall.
[0021] The differential limiting unit is thus arranged on
the opposite side of the driving-force adjuster with re-
spect to the differential mechanism, so that the space for
the differential limiter can be sufficiently retained.
[0022] Moreover, the ribs are formed on the partition
portion defining the differential limiter and the differential
mechanism, so that the differential limiter and the body
case itself can be sufficiently supported.
[0023] Moreover, the ribs extend in the axial direction
of the left and right wheels and in the radial direction, that
is, radially of the left and right wheels so that they can
suppress the agitation of the oil, as might otherwise be
caused by the rotations on the left and right wheels, and
so that the temperature of the oil or the body case can
be suppressed from excessively rising by the heat dissi-
pation through the ribs.
[0024] As a result, it is possible to keep the actions of
the differential mechanism or the differential limiter sat-
isfactory.

[0025] The differential limiter includes a friction clutch,
adapted to engage with the differential mechanism to ap-
ply the limiting torque; and a pusher, operable to push
the function clutch in the axial direction to cause the func-
tion clutch to engage with the differential mechanism.
[0026] The friction clutch may be brought into contact
with a second surface of the second wall facing the third
area when the friction clutch engages with the differential
mechanism.
[0027] According to the above, the differential limiter
includes the friction clutch portions for applying, when
pushed and engaged by the pusher, the limiting torque
to the differential mechanism, and the friction clutch abut
at the one side face against the other side face of the
second wall. As a result, the pushing force at the engag-
ing time of friction clutch can be dispersed to the second
wall.
[0028] The ribs are formed at the second wall so that
they can allow the pushing force sufficiently. As a result,
the elastic deformation can be suppressed to improve
the responsiveness of the differential limitation and the
durability of the differential limiter satisfactorily.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0029] Embodiment may be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is an entire constitution diagram of a vehicle
having a driving-force lateral-distributing device ac-
cording to the invention;
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the driving-force laterally-
distributing device according to the invention;
Fig. 3 is a constitution diagram schematically show-
ing the driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to the invention;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a left partition portion
in the driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to the invention;
Fig. 5 is a constitution diagram schematically show-
ing a driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to a first modification;
Fig. 6 is a constitution diagram schematically show-
ing a driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to a second modification;
Fig. 7 is a constitution diagram schematically show-
ing a driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to a third modification;
Fig. 8 is a constitution diagram schematically show-
ing a driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to a fourth modification; and
Fig. 9 is a constitution diagram schematically show-
ing a driving-force laterally-distributing device ac-
cording to a fifth modification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0030] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
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tion are described in the following with reference to the
accompanying drawings.
[0031] Reference is made to Fig. 1 to Fig. 4, of which:
Fig. 1 is an entire constitution diagram of a vehicle having
a driving-force lateral-distributing device according to the
invention; Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the driving-force
laterally-distributing device according to the invention;
Fig. 3 is a constitution diagram schematically showing
the driving-force laterally-distributing device according to
the invention; and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a left
partition portion.
[0032] As shown in Fig. 1, a vehicle 1 is a four-wheel
drive vehicle constituted to comprise: an engine 2 mount-
ed as a drive source on a body front portion; a transmis-
sion 4 connected to one side of the engine 2; a center
diff 6 connected to the transmission 4 for distributing the
driving force to a front-wheel side and a rear-wheel side;
a front diff 16 for distributing the driving force distributed
to the front-wheel side by the center diff 6, to the individual
axles 12 and 14 of a left front wheel 8 and a right front
wheel 10; a propeller shaft 18 for transmitting the driving
force distributed to the rear-wheel side by the center diff
6, to the rear-wheel side; and a driving-force laterally-
distributing device 28 connected to one end of the pro-
peller shaft 18 for distributing the driving force to the in-
dividual axles 24 and 26 ( the left- and right-wheel axles)
of a left rear wheel 20 and a right rear wheel 22 in ac-
cordance with the running state of the vehicle 1.
[0033] The engine 2, the transmission 4, the center diff
6 and the front diff 16 thus far described are well known
in the art, and the driving-force laterally-distributing de-
vice 28 according to the invention is described in detail
in the following.
[0034] The driving-force laterally-distributing device
28 is constituted by housing, in a body case 30: an input
unit 32 forming one end side of the propeller shaft 18; a
differential mechanism unit 34 (a differential unit) con-
nected to the input unit 32 and arranged on the left rear-
wheel axle 24 and the right rear-wheel axle 26; a driving-
force laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36 (a driving-
force laterally-adjusting unit) arranged on the right rear-
wheel axle 26; and a differential limiting mechanism unit
38 (a differential limiting unit) arranged on the left rear-
wheel axle 24.
[0035] The body case 30 is constituted to include: an
input case unit 40 for housing the input unit 32; a central
wall portion 42 connected to the input case unit 40 and
partitioning the differential mechanism unit 34 and the
driving-force laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36; a
right-side wall portion 46 for housing the driving-force
laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36 together with the
central wall portion 42 while interposing a right partition
portion 44; a left partition portion 48 for housing the dif-
ferential mechanism unit 34 together with the central wall
portion 42 and partitioning the differential mechanism unit
34 and the differential limiting mechanism unit 38; and a
left-side wall portion 50 for housing the differential limiting
mechanism unit 38 together with the left partition portion

48.
[0036] The right-side wall portion 46, the left partition
portion 48 and the left-side wall portion 50 are generally
formed into such cup shapes as are individually opened
toward the central wall portion 42 and as have holes ca-
pable of passing the axles 24, 26 and so on of the left
and right wheels 20 and 22 therethrough.
[0037] Moreover, the central wall portion 42 and the
right partition portion 44 are also formed to have such
holes in their central portions as can pass the axles 24,
26 and so on therethrough. In the individual holes of those
individual wall portions 42, 44, 46, 48 and 50, moreover,
the individual axle members such as the left rear-wheel
axle 24 and the right rear-wheel axle 26 are rotatably
born through bearings or the like.
[0038] Especially in the central wall portion 42, oil seal
members 42a and 42b are arranged in the hole portions
so that they partition the side of the differential mecha-
nism unit 34 and the side of the driving-force laterally-
adjusting mechanism unit 36 liquid-tight.
[0039] In the body case 30, moreover, oils of different
kinds are reserved in such one area on the side of the
differential mechanism unit 34 partitioned liquid-tight that
the input unit 32, the differential mechanism unit 34 and
the differential limiting mechanism unit 38 are housed,
and in the other area on the side of the driving-force lat-
erally-adjusting mechanism unit 36.
[0040] As shown in Fig. 4, moreover, the left partition
portion 48 has a plurality of plate-shaped rib portions 48a
formed radially on its inner circumference in the axial
direction (as will be simply called the "axle direction") of
the axles 24 and 26 of the left and right rear wheels 20
and 22 and in the radial directions, i.e., radially of the
axles 24 and26. Here, the rib portions 48a are so spaced
at a predetermined distance from the differential mech-
anism unit 34 that they are positioned to have no direct
interference with the differential mechanism unit 34.
[0041] The specific constitutions of the individual units
housed in the body case 30 are described in the following.
[0042] The input unit 32 is equipped at its leading end
with a drive gear 32a, which meshes with the crown gear
52 of the differential mechanism unit 34.
[0043] In the differential mechanism unit 34, a gener-
ally cylindrical diff case 54 is connected to the left-side
face of the crown gear 52.
[0044] Moreover, the diff case 54 has the so-called
double pinion type planetary gear mechanism. Specifi-
cally, a ring gear 54a is formed on the inner circumference
of the diff case 54, and a sun gear 56 is splined to one
end portion of the right rear-wheel axle 26. Between the
ring gear 54a and the sun gear 56, there are arranged a
pair of planetary pinions 58a and 58b, which mesh with
the ring gear 54a on one side and with the sun gear 56
on the other side. Here in Figs. 2 and 3, the planetary
pinions 58a and 58b are individually shown by one, but
totally three sets of paired planetary pinions 58a and 58b
are arranged between the ring gear 54a and the sun gear
56.
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[0045] Moreover, the left-end portions of the shafts of
the individual planetary pinions 58a and 58b are borne
in a left-side planetary carrier 60a splined to one end
portion of the left rear-wheel axle 24. On the other hand,
the right-end portions of the shafts of the individual plan-
etary pinions 58a and 58b are borne on a right-side plan-
etary carrier 60b, which is splined to the left-end portion
of an input intermediate shaft 62 rotatably fitted on the
right rear-wheel axle 26.
[0046] Specifically in the differential mechanism unit
34, the rotational driving force from the engine 2 is trans-
mitted through the propeller shaft 18 from the input unit
32 to the crown gear 52 so that the diff case 54 rotates
together with the crown gear 52. Moreover, the ring gear
54a on the inner circumference of the diff case 54 rotates
so that the planetary pinions 58a and 58b revolve, while
rotating on their axes, around the sun gear 56. As a result,
the rotational driving forces are transmitted individually
through the left-side planetary carrier 60a to the left rear-
wheel axle 24, through the right-side planetary carrier
60b to the input intermediate shaft 62 of the driving-force
laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36, and through the
sun gear 56 to the right rear-wheel axle 26.
[0047] In the driving-force laterally-adjusting mecha-
nism unit 36, there are arranged: the input intermediate
shaft 62 which is rotatably fitted on the outer circumfer-
ence of the right rear-wheel axle 26 so that it rotates
synchronously with the right-side planetary carrier 60b;
an accelerating intermediate shaft 64 which is arranged
on the right side of the input intermediate shaft 62 and
rotatably fitted on the outer circumference of the right
rear-wheel axle 26; and a decelerating intermediate shaft
66 which is rotatably fitted on the outer circumference of
the accelerating intermediate shaft 64.
[0048] Moreover, at the right-end portion of the input
intermediate shaft 62, the left-end portion of the acceler-
ating intermediate shaft 64 and the left-end portion of the
decelerating intermediate shaft 66, respectively, there
are formed an input counter gear portion 62a, an accel-
erating counter gear portion 64a and a decelerating coun-
ter gear portion 66a. These individual counter gear por-
tions 62a, 64a and 66a are arrayed in the axle direction,
and their tooth numbers are set such that the accelerating
counter gear portion 64a is less but the decelerating
counter gear portion 66a is more than the input counter
gear portion 62a.
[0049] Moreover, accelerating/decelerating gears 68
are arranged on the outer circumference sides of the
aforementioned individual counter gear portions 62a,
64a and 66a. Here, only one accelerating/decelerating
gear 68 is shown in Figs. 2 and 3, but totally three sets
of accelerating/decelerating gears 68 are arranged on
the outer circumference sides of the individual counter
gear portions 62a, 64a and 66a.
[0050] The accelerating/decelerating gear 68 has a
center shaft 70 supported at the endportion of the body
case 30 by the central wall portion 42 and the right par-
tition portion 44. On the outer circumference of the center

shaft 70, moreover, there are integrally and rotatably
formed: an input gear portion 72 for meshing with the
input counter gear portion 62a, an accelerating gear por-
tion 74 for meshing with the accelerating counter gear
portion 64a; and a decelerating gear portion 76 for mesh-
ing with the decelerating counter gear portion 66a. The
tooth numbers of those individual gear portions 72, 74
and 76 are set such that the accelerating gear portion 74
is more but the decelerating gear portion 76 is less than
the input gear portion 72.
[0051] In short, the rotational driving force, as trans-
mitted to the input intermediate shaft 62, is transmitted
from the input counter gear portion 62a through the input
gear portion 72 to the accelerating/decelerating gear 68.
Moreover, the rotating speed, as transmitted from the
accelerating gear portion 74 of the accelerating/deceler-
ating gear 68 through the accelerating counter gear por-
tion 64a, of the accelerating intermediate shaft 64 is ac-
celerated, by the aforementioned tooth number relation,
i.e., by the relation of the gear ratio, to a rotating speed
higher than that of the input intermediate shaft 62. On
the other hand, the rotating speed, as transmitted from
the decelerating gear portion 76 through the decelerating
counter gear portion 66a, of the decelerating intermedi-
ate shaft 66 is decelerated to a rotating speed lower than
that of the input intermediate shaft 62.
[0052] Moreover, an accelerating clutch portion 78 and
a decelerating clutch portion 80 of multi-disc type friction
clutches are formed at the right-side end portions of the
accelerating intermediate shaft 64 and the decelerating
intermediate shaft 66.
[0053] Specifically, an accelerating-side disc support-
ing member 82 is splined to the right-side end portion of
the accelerating intermediate shaft 64, and a plurality of
accelerating-side inner discs 84 are splined, while keep-
ing a predetermined spacing inbetween, to the outer cir-
cumference of the accelerating-side disc supporting
member 82. On the other hand, a decelerating-side disc
supporting member 86 is so splined to the right-side end
portion of the decelerating intermediate shaft 66 as is
located on the left side of the accelerating-side disc sup-
porting member 82, and a plurality of decelerating-side
inner discs 88 are splined, while keeping a predetermined
spacing inbetween, to the outer circumference of the de-
celerating-side disc supporting member 86.
[0054] Moreover, outer discs 90 are individually ar-
ranged between the individual accelerating-side inner
discs 84 and between the individual decelerating-side
inner discs 88.
[0055] Moreover, a cylindrical clutch housing 92 is dis-
posed to cover the individual discs 84, 88 and 90 and the
individual disc supporting members 82 and 86, and the
outer circumferences of the outer discs 90 are splined to
the inner circumference of the clutch housing 92.
[0056] In the clutch housing 92, there is formed a par-
tition plate 92a which partitions the individual discs 84
and 90 on the accelerating side and the individual discs
88 and 90 on the decelerating side. In the two left- and
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right-side faces of the clutch housing 92, moreover, there
are formed a plurality of through holes 92b and 92c, which
are juxtaposed in the circumferential direction. Pistons
94a and 96a are so inserted into the through holes 92b
and 92c as can slide in the axial directions.
[0057] The pistons 94a and 96a are the portions of
hydraulic piston mechanisms 94 and 96, which are po-
sitioned on the two left and right sides of the clutch hous-
ing 92 and which are disposed in the right-side wall por-
tion 46 and the right partition portion 44 of the body case
30, respectively. The hydraulic piston mechanisms 94
and 96 form part of an electronically controlled oil pres-
sure generating device, which is operationally controlled
by the not-shown ECU mounted on the vehicle 1.
[0058] Moreover, the clutch housing 92 is splined at
its right-side end portion to the right rear-wheel axle 26.
[0059] In short, the accelerating clutch portion 78 is
constituted to include the clutch housing 92, the hydraulic
piston mechanism 94 disposed in the right-side wall por-
tion 46, the accelerating-side disc supporting member
82, and the inner disc 84 and the outer disc 90 on the
accelerating side. The decelerating clutch portion 80 is
constituted to include the clutch housing 92, the hydraulic
piston mechanism 96 disposed in the right partition por-
tion 44, the decelerating-side disc supporting member
86, and the inner disc 88 and the outer disc 90 on the
decelerating side.
[0060] When the individual discs 84 and 90 on the ac-
celerating side are pushed by the piston 94a on the ac-
celerating side, for example, the driving force is transmit-
ted between the accelerating intermediate shaft 64 and
the right rear-wheel axle 26. When the individual discs
88 and 90 on the decelerating side are pushed by the
piston 96a on the decelerating side, the driving force is
transmitted between the decelerating intermediate shaft
66 and the right rear-wheel axle 26. Here, the individual
disks 84, 88 and 90, as disposed in the accelerating
clutch portion 78 and the decelerating clutch portion 80,
are basically used in a slip state, i.e., in a half-clutch state.
[0061] On the other hand, the differential limiting mech-
anism unit 38 is the so-called differential limiting clutch
made of a multi-disc friction clutch.
[0062] Specifically, a differential limiting clutch disc
supporting member 100 is splined to the left-side end
portion of the diff case 54 of the differential limiting mech-
anism unit 34, and a plurality of differential limiting clutch
inner discs 102 are splined, while keeping a predeter-
mined spacing inbetween, to the outer circumference of
the differential limiting clutch disc supporting member
100.
[0063] Moreover, a differential limiting clutch outer disc
104 is arranged between the individual differential limiting
clutch inner discs 102.
[0064] Moreover, a cylindrical differential limiting
clutch housing 106 is disposed to cover those individual
discs 102 and 104, and the differential limiting clutch out-
er disc 104 is splined to the inner circumference of the
differential limiting clutch housing 106.

[0065] The differential limiting clutch housing 106
abuts rotatably at its right-side face against the left par-
tition portion 48 of the body case 30 through a thrust
bearing 108.
[0066] Moreover, the differential limiting clutch hous-
ing 106 is constituted to include two parts, i.e., a clutch
case 106a and a clutch flange 106b, which are splined
to each other. Therefore, the frictional clutch disc can be
assembled in the differential limiting clutch housing 106.
[0067] In the left-side face of the differential limiting
clutch housing 106, on the other hand, a plurality of
through holes 106c are so formed as are arrayed in the
circumferential direction. Pistons 110a are so individually
fitted in the through holes 106c as can slide in the axial
directions.
[0068] The pistons 110a form part of a differential lim-
iting clutch hydraulic piston mechanism 110, which is po-
sitioned on the left side of the differential limiting clutch
housing 106 and disposed in the left-side wall portion 50
of the body case 30. The differential limiting clutch hy-
draulic piston mechanism 110 also forms part of the elec-
tronic control oil pressure generating device, which is op-
erationally controlled like the hydraulic piston mechanism
94 and 96 of the accelerating clutch portion 78 and the
decelerating clutch portion 80 by the ECU of the vehicle 1.
[0069] Moreover, the left-side end portion of the differ-
ential limiting clutch housing 106 is splined to the left rear-
wheel axle 24.
[0070] Thus, the differential limiting mechanism unit
38 is constituted to include the differential limiting clutch
disc supporting member 100, the differential limiting
clutch housing 106, the differential limiting clutch hydrau-
lic piston mechanism 110, the differential limiting clutch
inner disk 102 and the differential limiting clutch outer
disk 104.
[0071] Moreover, the individual discs 102 and 104 are
pushed and engaged by the pistons 110a, for example,
so that the rotations transmitted from the diff case 54 are
transmitted, as they are, through the differential limiting
clutch housing 106 to the left rear-wheel axle 24. Here,
the differential limiting clutch inner disc 102 and the dif-
ferential limiting clutch outer disc 104 are made of such
steel discs as can be brought into complete engagement
(or can be directly coupled) .
[0072] The operations of the driving-force laterally-dis-
tributing device thus constituted are described in the fol-
lowing.
[0073] In this driving-force laterally-distributing device
28, the rotational driving force from the engine 2 is trans-
mitted from the drive gear 32a of the input unit 32 to the
crown gear 52 of the differential mechanism unit 34.
[0074] In this differential mechanism unit 34, moreo-
ver, when the diff case 54 rotates, and the planetary pin-
ions 58a and 58b rotate and revolve through the ring gear
54a so that the rotational driving force is transmitted
through the left-side planetary carrier 60a to the left rear-
wheel axle 24 and through the sun gear 56 to the right
rear-wheel axle 26.
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[0075] By these actions of the differential mechanism
unit 34, the rotating speed difference between the axles
24 and 26 is allowed by the behaviors of the planetary
pinions 58a and 58b, so that the rotational driving force
inputted is equivalently transmitted to the axles 24 and
26 of the left and right wheels 20 and 22.
[0076] On the other hand, the rotations of the right-side
planetary carrier 60b are transmitted through the input
intermediate shaft 62 to the driving-force laterally-adjust-
ing mechanism unit 36.
[0077] In the driving-force laterally-adjusting mecha-
nism unit 36, the rotating speed inputted from the input
intermediate shaft 62 is so transmitted through the ac-
celerating/decelerating gears 68 that it is accelerated for
the accelerating intermediate shaft 64 and decelerated
for the decelerating intermediate shaft 66.
[0078] On the other hand, the right rear-wheel axle 26
rotates through the sun gear 56 of the differential mech-
anism unit 34 so that the clutch housing 92 of the driving-
force laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36 also rotates.
[0079] In accordance with the control of the ECU,
moreover, the pistons 94a and 96a of the hydraulic piston
mechanisms 94 and 96 on either the accelerating side
or the decelerating side push the corresponding individ-
ual disks 84, 88 and 90 so that the driving force is trans-
mitted at the accelerating clutch portion 78 or the decel-
erating clutch portion 80 between the accelerating inter-
mediate shaft 64 or the decelerating intermediate shaft
66 and the right rear-wheel axle 26.
[0080] Specifically in the accelerating clutch portion
78, the rotating speed of the accelerating inner disc 84
on the side of the accelerating intermediate shaft 64 is
higher than the rotating speed of the outer disc 90 on the
side of the right rear-wheel axle 26. If the individual discs
84 and 90 are made in this state to engage with each
other, therefore, the rotational driving force on the side
of the accelerating intermediate shaft 64 shifts to the side
of the right rear-wheel axle 26 in accordance with the
principle that the driving force is transmitted from the
higher side to the lower side of the rotating speed. As a
result, the driving force of the right rear-wheel axle 26
increases, but the rotational driving force of the left rear-
wheel axle 24, as transmitted from the accelerating in-
termediate shaft 64 through the accelerating/decelerat-
ing gear 68, the input intermediate shaft 62 and the dif-
ferential mechanism unit 34, decreases.
[0081] In case the decelerating clutch unit 80 is en-
gaged, on the contrary, the rotational driving force of the
right rear-wheel axle 26 decreases, but the rotational
driving force of the left rear-wheel axle 24 increases.
[0082] When the accelerating clutch portion 78 and the
decelerating clutch portion 80 are individually out of en-
gagement, the rotational driving force is transmitted to
the axles 24 and 26 of the left and right wheels 20 and
22 exclusively by the operations of the differential mech-
anism unit 34.
[0083] On the other hand, the rotational driving force
of the diff case 54 of the differential mechanism unit 34

is transmitted through the differential limiting clutch disc
supporting member 100 of the differential limiting mech-
anism unit 38 to the differential limiting clutch inner disc
102.
[0084] In accordance with the control of the ECU,
moreover, the pistons 110a of the differential limiting
clutch hydraulic piston mechanism 110 push and engage
the friction clutches 102 and 104 of the individual differ-
ential limiting clutches. The engagement limits the differ-
ential, as has been allowed in the differential mechanism
unit 34, between the diff case 54 and the left rear-wheel
axle 24.
[0085] In short, the rotational driving force from the in-
put unit 32 is transmitted directly to the left rear-wheel
axle 24.
[0086] Moreover, the differential mechanism unit 34
limits the differential of the diff case 54 from the left-side
planetary carrier 60a connected to the left rear-wheel ax-
le 24, that is, the planetary gears 58a and 58b and the
sun gear 56. As a result, the limitation is also made on
the differential of the right rear-wheel axle 26 through the
sun gear 56, that is, on the differential of the axles 24
and 26 of the left and right rear wheels 20 and 22.
[0087] On the basis of the operations thus far de-
scribed, the ECU controls not only the accelerating clutch
portion 78 and the decelerating clutch portion 80 of the
driving-force laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36 but
also the differential limiting clutches of the differential lim-
iting unit 38 in accordance with the running state of the
vehicle 1, thereby to distribute the proper driving force to
the left and right rear wheels 20 and 22.
[0088] At a turning time of the vehicle 1, for example,
the driving force difference suitable for the turn can be
established in the left and right rear wheels 20 and 22 by
the aforementioned driving-force laterally-adjusting
mechanism, thereby to improve the turning performance
and the traction performance.
[0089] At the straight running time of the vehicle 1, on
the other hand, the slips of the left and right rear wheels
20 and 22 can be suppressed by the aforementioned
differential limiting mechanism, thereby to improve the
traction performance.
[0090] Thus, the running stability not only at the turning
time but also at the straight running time can be improved
to perform the driving force distribution more properly
according to the running state.
[0091] In the driving-force laterally-distributing device
28, moreover, the individual units 32, 34, 36 and 38 are
housed in the body case 30, and the oil is shared among
the input unit 32, the differential mechanism unit 34 and
the differential limiting mechanism unit 38. As a result,
the driving-force laterally-distributing device 28 can be
made to have the compact and simple constitution, there-
by to suppress the complexity of the structure and the
layout and the rise in the cost.
[0092] Moreover, the differential limiting mechanism
unit 38 is arranged on the left side of the differential mech-
anism unit 34, that is, on the side opposite to the driving-
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force laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36, so that its
space can be sufficiently retained.
[0093] Moreover, the rib portions 48a are formed at
the left partition portion 48 defining the differential mech-
anism unit 34 and the differential limiting unit 38, so that
they can support the differential limiting mechanism unit
38 and the body case 30 themselves sufficiently. More-
over, the rib portions 48a are formed radially of the axle
direction so that they can suppress the agitation of the
oil, as might otherwise be caused by the rotations of the
diff case 54 of the differential mechanism unit 34. At the
same time, the excessive temperature rise of the oil or
the body case 30 can be suppressed by the heat dissi-
pation through the rib portions 48a, thereby to keep the
actions of the differential mechanism unit 34, the differ-
ential limiting mechanism unit 38 and so on satisfactory.
[0094] On the other hand, the right-side face of the
differential limiting clutch housing 106 of the differential
limiting mechanism unit 38 abuts against the left partition
portion 48 having those rib portions 48a through the thrust
bearing 108. When the individual disks 102 and 104 are
pushed by the pistons 110a of the differential limiting
mechanism unit 38, the pushing force can be dispersed
to the left partition portion 48, so that the elastic defor-
mation of the differential limiting mechanism unit 38 can
be suppressed to improve the responsiveness of the dif-
ferential limitation and the durability satisfactorily.
[0095] Thus, the driving-force laterally-distributing de-
vice according to the invention is enabled, by the simple
constitution, to perform the driving force distribution more
properly according to the running state.
[0096] The description on the mode of embodiment of
the driving-force laterally-distributing device according to
the invention is thus far finished. However, the mode of
embodiment should not be limited to the aforementioned
one.
[0097] For example, the aforementioned mode of em-
bodiment may also be modified into driving-force later-
ally-distributing devices having constitutions, as shown
in Fig. 5 to Fig. 9.
[0098] Specifically, a driving-force laterally-distributing
device 200, as shown in Fig. 5, according to a first mod-
ification is constituted to have a differential mechanism
unit 202 equipped with a diff case 204 having the so-
called bevel gear, in place of the diff case 54 which is
disposed in the differential mechanism unit 34 of the
aforementioned mode of embodiment and which has the
planetary gear mechanism.
[0099] A driving-force laterally-distributing device 300,
as shown in Fig. 6, according to a second modification
is constituted to divide the driving-force laterally-adjust-
ing mechanism unit 36 of the aforementioned embodi-
ment so laterally that a right driving-force adjusting unit
304 for distributing the driving force from the left rear
wheel to the right rear wheel is arranged on the right side
of a differential mechanism unit 302 and that a left driving-
force adjusting unit 308 for distributing the driving force
from the right rear wheel to the left rear wheel is arranged

on the left side of a differential limiting unit 306.
[0100] A driving-force laterally-distributing device 400,
as shown in Fig. 7, according to a third modification is
constituted to have a driving-force laterally-adjusting
mechanism unit 402 equipped with an accelerating gear
404 having two gear portions, in place of the accelerating/
decelerating gear 68 which is disposed in the driving-
force laterally-adjusting mechanism unit 36 of the afore-
mentioned mode of embodiment and composed of the
three gear portions.
[0101] A driving-force laterally-distributing device 500,
as shown in Fig. 8, according to a fourth modification is
constituted to have a driving-force laterally-adjusting
mechanism unit 502 equipped with a brake 504 for shift-
ing the driving force from the left axle to the right axle
and a brake 506 for shifting the driving force from the
right axle to the left axle, in place of the accelerating clutch
portion 78 and the decelerating clutch portion 80, which
are disposed in the driving-force laterally-adjusting
mechanism unit 36 of the aforementioned mode of em-
bodiment.
[0102] A driving-force laterally-distributing device 600,
as shown in Fig. 9, according to a fifth modification is
constituted to divide the driving-force adjusting unit into
a right driving force adjusting unit 602 and a left driving
force adjusting unit 604, as in the aforementioned second
modification, so that the individual driving force adjusting
units are equipped with a brake 606 for shifting the driving
force from the left axle to the right axle and a brake 608
for shifting the driving force from the right axle to the left
axle, in place of the clutches of the aforementioned fourth
modification.
[0103] Here, the functions of the differential mecha-
nism unit, the driving force adjusting unit and the differ-
ential limiting mechanism unit in those individual modifi-
cations are substantially identical to those of the differ-
ential mechanism unit 34, the driving force adjusting unit
36 and the differential limiting mechanism unit 38.
[0104] In the aforementioned mode of embodiment, for
example, the driving-force laterally-distributing device 28
is disposed on the rear-wheel side of the four-wheel drive
vehicle. However, the invention should not be limited
thereto but can be so modified in addition to those mod-
ifications that the device is disposed on the front-wheel
side of the four-wheel drive or on the front-wheel drive
car or the rear-wheel drive car.
[0105] In the aforementioned mode of embodiment,
moreover, the vehicle 1 employs the engine 2 as the drive
source, which should not be limited thereto but may be
a motor or the like.
[0106] In the aforementioned mode of embodiment,
moreover, the driving-force laterally-distributing device
28 is equipped with the driving-force laterally-adjusting
mechanism unit 36 on the right side and the differential
limiting mechanism unit 38 on the left side with respect
to the differential mechanism unit 34. However, the con-
stitution may also be modified by reversing the arrange-
ment laterally.
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Claims

1. A driving-force laterally-distributing device (28) op-
erable to distribute driving forces to left (8; 20) and
right wheels (10; 22) of a vehicle (1), the device com-
prising:

a differential mechanism (34), operable to dis-
tribute a driving force from a drive source (2) of
the vehicle to the left and right wheels as distrib-
uted driving forces, while allowing a rotation dif-
ference between the left and right wheels;
a driving-force adjuster (36), operable to adjust
each of the distributed driving forces;
a differential limiter (38), operable to limit rota-
tion difference between the left and right wheels
by applying a limiting torque to the differential
mechanism, the differential limiter being coaxi-
ally mounted with the differential mechanism
along a rotation axis (24; 26) of the left and right
wheels, wherein the differential limiter includes
a friction clutch, adapted to engage with the dif-
ferential mechanism to apply the limiting torque;
and
a body case (30) comprising a first wall partition-
ing, in a liquid-tight manner, a first area accom-
modating the differential mechanism and the dif-
ferential limiter and reserving first oil, and a sec-
ond area accommodating the driving-force ad-
juster and reserving second oil which is different
from the first oil.

2. The driving-force laterally-distributing device (28)
according to claim 1, wherein:

the first area includes:

a third area accommodating the differential
limiter (38); and
a fourth area accommodating the differen-
tial mechanism (34);
the fourth area is disposed between the third
area and the second area; and
the body case comprises a second wall par-
titioning the third area and the fourth area.

3. The driving-force laterally-distributing device (28)
according to claim 2, wherein:

a first surface of the second wall facing the fourth
area is formed with a plurality of ribs having a
first part extending in an axial direction of the left
(8; 20) and right wheels (10; 22) and a second
part extending in a radial direction.

4. The driving-force laterally-distributing device (28)
according to one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein:

the differential limiter (38) comprises:

a friction clutch (102; 104), adapted to en-
gage with the differential mechanism to ap-
ply the limiting torque; and
a pusher, operable to push the friction clutch
in the axial direction to cause the friction
clutch to engage with the differential mech-
anism; and

the friction clutch is brought into contact with a
second surface of the second wall facing the
third area when the friction clutch engages with
the differential mechanism.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (28) zum lateralen Verteilen der An-
triebskraft, die betreibbar ist, Antriebskräfte auf linke
(8; 20) und rechte (10; 22) Räder eines Fahrzeugs
(1) zu verteilen, wobei die Vorrichtung umfasst:

ein Differentialmechanismus (34), der betreib-
bar ist, eine Antriebskraft von einer Antriebs-
quelle (2) des Fahrzeugs auf die linken und rech-
ten Räder als verteilte Antriebskräfte zu vertei-
len, während er eine Rotationsdifferenz zwi-
schen den linken und den rechten Rädern er-
laubt;
ein Antriebskrafteinsteller (36), der betreibbar
ist, jede der verteilten Antriebskräfte einzustel-
len;
ein Differentialbegrenzer (38), der betreibbar ist,
eine Rotationsdifferenz zwischen den linken
und rechten Rädern zu begrenzen durch Auf-
bringen eines begrenzenden Moments auf den
Differentialmechanismus, wobei der Differenti-
albegrenzer koaxial mit dem Differentialmecha-
nismus entlang einer Rotationsachse (24; 26)
der linken und rechten Räder angeordnet ist,
wobei der Differentialbegrenzer eine Reibungs-
kupplung umfasst, die angepasst ist, den Diffe-
rentialmechanismus zu kontaktieren, um das
begrenzende Moment aufzubringen; und
ein Gehäusebehälter (30) umfassend eine erste
Wandpartitionierung auf eine flüssigkeitsdichte
Weise, einen ersten Bereich, in dem der Diffe-
rentialmechanismus und der Differentialbegren-
zer untergebracht sind und der ein erstes Öl hält,
und einen zweiten Bereich, in dem der Antriebs-
krafteinsteller untergebracht ist und der ein
zweites Öl hält, das von dem ersten Öl verschie-
den ist.

2. Vorrichtung (28) zum lateralen Verteilen der An-
triebskraft nach Anspruch 1, wobei der erste Bereich
beinhaltet:
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einen dritten Bereich, in dem der Differentialbe-
grenzer (38) untergebracht ist; und
einen vierten Bereich, in dem der Differential-
mechansimus (34) untergebracht ist;
wobei der vierte Bereich zwischen dem dritten
und dem zweiten Bereich angeordnet ist; und
wobei der Gehäusebehälter eine zweite Wand-
partitionierung umfasst, die den dritten und den
vierten Bereich partitioniert.

3. Vorrichtung (28) zum lateralen Verteilen der An-
triebskraft nach Anspruch 2, wobei:

eine erste Oberfläche der zweiten Wand, die
dem vierten Bereich zugewandt ist, mit einer
Vielzahl von Rippen geformt ist, die einen ersten
Teil aufweisen, der sich in einer axialen Rich-
tung der linken (8; 20) und rechten (10; 22) Rä-
der erstreckt und einen zweiten Teil, der sich in
eine radiale Richtung erstreckt.

4. Vorrichtung (28) zum lateralen Verteilen der An-
triebskraft nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei:

der Differentialbegrenzer (38) umfasst:

eine Reibungskupplung (102; 104), die an-
gepasst ist, den Differentialmechanismus
zu kontaktieren, um das begrenzende Mo-
ment aufzubringen; und
einen Pusher, der eingerichtet ist, die Rei-
bungskupplung in axialer Richtung zu drän-
gen, um die Reibungskupplung dazu zu
bringen, den Differentialmechanismus zu
kontaktieren; und

wobei die Reibungskupplung mit einer zweiten
Oberfläche der zweiten Wand in Kontakt ge-
bracht wird, die dem dritten Bereich zugewandt
ist, wenn die Reibungskupplung den Differenti-
almechanismus kontaktiert.

Revendications

1. Dispositif (28) pour distribuer latéralement des for-
ces d’entraînement, pouvant fonctionner pour distri-
buer des forces d’entraînement aux roues gauche
(8 ; 20) et droite (10 ; 22) d’un véhicule (1), le dispo-
sitif comprenant :

un mécanisme de différentiel (34), pouvant fonc-
tionner pour distribuer une force d’entraînement
à partir d’une source d’entraînement (2) du vé-
hicule aux roues gauche et droite en tant que
forces d’entraînement distribuées, tout en per-
mettant une différence de rotation entre les
roues gauche et droite ;

un ajusteur de force d’entraînement (36) pou-
vant fonctionner pour ajuster chacune des for-
ces d’entraînement distribuées ;
un limiteur de différentiel (38), pouvant fonction-
ner pour limiter la différence de rotation entre
les roues gauche et droite en appliquant un cou-
ple de limitation sur le mécanisme de différentiel,
le limiteur de différentiel étant monté de manière
coaxiale avec le mécanisme de différentiel le
long d’un axe de rotation (24 ; 26) des roues
gauche et droite, dans lequel le limiteur de dif-
férentiel comprend un embrayage à friction,
adapté pour se mettre en prise avec le méca-
nisme de différentiel afin d’appliquer le couple
de limitation ; et
un carter (30) comprenant une première paroi
séparant, de manière étanche au liquide, une
première zone logeant le mécanisme de diffé-
rentiel et le limiteur de différentiel et conservant
la première huile, et une deuxième zone logeant
l’ajusteur de force d’entraînement et une deuxiè-
me zone logeant l’ajusteur de force d’entraîne-
ment et conservant la deuxième huile qui est
différente de la première huile.

2. Dispositif (28) pour distribuer latéralement des for-
ces d’entraînement selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel :

la première zone comprend :

une troisième zone logeant le limiteur de
différentiel (38) ; et
une quatrième zone logeant le mécanisme
de différentiel (34) ;
la quatrième zone est disposée entre la troi-
sième zone et la deuxième zone ; et
le carter comprend une deuxième paroi sé-
parant la troisième zone et la quatrième zo-
ne.

3. Dispositif (28) pour distribuer latéralement des for-
ces d’entraînement selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel :

une première surface de la deuxième paroi fai-
sant face à la quatrième zone est formée avec
une pluralité de nervures ayant une première
partie s’étendant dans une direction axiale des
roues gauche (8 ; 20) et droite (10 ; 22) et une
deuxième partie s’étendant dans une direction
radiale.

4. Dispositif (28) pour distribuer latéralement des for-
ces d’entraînement selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 3, dans lequel :

le limiteur de différentiel (38) comprend :
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un embrayage à friction (102 ; 104), adapté
pour se mettre en prise avec le mécanisme
de différentiel pour appliquer le couple de
limitation ; et
un poussoir, pouvant fonctionner pour
pousser l’embrayage à friction dans la di-
rection axiale pour amener l’embrayage à
friction à se mettre en prise avec le méca-
nisme de différentiel ; et
l’embrayage à friction est amené en contact
avec une deuxième surface de la deuxième
paroi faisant face à la troisième zone lors-
que l’embrayage à friction se met en prise
avec le mécanisme de différentiel.
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