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(54) VIBRATION DAMPING DEVICE

(57) An anti-vibration device includes a pair of anti-
vibration rubbers, each having an outer cylinder connect-
ed to any one of a vibration generating body and a vibra-
tion receiving body by means of a bracket member and
provided with a first flange portion formed on an end por-
tion of an outer side of the outer cylinder in an axial di-
rection to protrude toward an outer side in a radial direc-
tion; an inner cylinder connected to the other of the vi-
bration generating body and the vibration receiving body
by means of a plate member and disposed at an inner
side of the outer cylinder; and a main body rubber dis-
posed between the outer cylinder and the inner cylinder,
wherein the pair of anti-vibration rubbers is connected to
the bracket member by interposing the bracket member
between both sides of the pair of first flange portions in
the axial direction so that the inner ends in the axial di-
rection are opposite to each other, and a pair of plate
members respectively disposed at outer sides of the pair
of main body rubbers in the axial direction is pushed to
the inner side in the axial direction by means of a coupling
member passing through one pair of the inner cylinders
so that the pair of anti-vibration rubbers is interposed
between both sides in the axial direction by means of the
plate members, and wherein a first stopper rubber made
of a rubber material having a hardness equal to or greater
than that of the rubber material of the main body rubber
is fixed to any one of an inner peripheral surface of the
outer cylinder and an outer peripheral surface of the inner
cylinder while keeping a gap in the radial direction be-

tween the inner peripheral surface of the outer cylinder
and the outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an anti-vibra-
tion device used as a cabin mount, an engine mount, or
the like of an agricultural machine or a construction ma-
chine.
Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Application No.
2008-262918 filed on October 9, 2008, and Japanese
Patent Application No. 2009-124970 filed on May 25,
2009, the contents of which are incorporated herein by
references.

Background Art

[0002] This kind of anti-vibration device is generally
installed between a vibration generating body such as
an engine and a vibration receiving body such as a frame
body and used for decreasing or absorbing vibrations
transferred from the vibration generating body to the vi-
bration receiving body.
As disclosed in the Patent Document 1, for example, this
anti-vibration device includes a pair of anti-vibration rub-
bers respectively having an outer cylinder connected to
any one of a vibration generating body and a vibration
receiving body by means of a bracket member and pro-
vided with a first flange portion formed on an end portion
of an outer side thereof in an axial direction to protrude
toward an outer side in a radial direction, an inner cylinder
connected to the other of the vibration generating body
and the vibration receiving body by means of a plate
member and disposed at an inner side of the outer cyl-
inder, and a main body rubber disposed between the
outer cylinder and the inner cylinder. The pair of anti-
vibration rubbers is connected to the bracket member by
interposing the bracket member between both sides of
a pair of first flange portions in the axial direction so that
the inner ends in the axial direction are opposite to each
other, and a pair of plate members respectively disposed
at outer sides of the pair of main body rubbers in the axial
direction is pushed to the inner side in the axial direction
by means of a coupling member passing through one
pair of the inner cylinders so that the anti-vibration rub-
bers are interposed between both sides in the axial di-
rection by means of the plate members.
In addition, in the anti-vibration device disclosed in the
patent literature 1, the main body rubber is adhered to
the outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder and fitted
into the outer cylinder, so that the outer cylinder and the
inner cylinder are connected to each other by the same
main body rubber.

Patent Document

[0003]

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Patent Application,

First Publication No. 2006-300107

[Patent Document 2] Japanese Patent Application,
First Publication No. 2004-301196

[Patent Document 3] Japanese Patent Application,
First Publication No. 2006-300106

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] However, in the conventional anti-vibration de-
vice, since the outer cylinder and the inner cylinder are
connected by means of the same main body rubber so
that the main body rubber is filled between the outer cyl-
inder and the inner cylinder, a spring constant in the radial
direction is increased, which makes it difficult to improve
the anti-vibration ability.
In addition, when the vibration generating body and the
vibration receiving body are relatively greatly displaced
in the radial direction, the main body rubber may be ex-
cessively compressed and deformed between the outer
cylinder and the inner cylinder, and thus the durability of
the main body rubber is low.
[0005] The invention is made in consideration of the
above-described conventional problems, and an object
of the invention is to provide an anti-vibration device ca-
pable of improving anti-vibration ability and durability.

Solution to Problem

[0006] An anti-vibration device of one aspect of the
present invention includes a pair of anti-vibration rubbers,
each having an outer cylinder connected to any one of a
vibration generating body and a vibration receiving body
by means of a bracket member and provided with a first
flange portion formed on an end portion of an outer side
of the outer cylinder in an axial direction to protrude to-
ward an outer side in a radial direction; an inner cylinder
connected to the other of the vibration generating body
and the vibration receiving body by means of a plate
member and disposed at an inner side of the outer cyl-
inder; and a main body rubber disposed between the
outer cylinder and the inner cylinder, wherein the pair of
anti-vibration rubbers is connected to the bracket mem-
ber by interposing the bracket member between both
sides of the pair of first flange portions in the axial direc-
tion so that the inner ends of the pair of anti-vibration
rubbers in the axial direction are opposite to each other,
and a pair of plate members respectively disposed at
outer sides of the pair of main body rubbers in the axial
direction is pushed to the inner side in the axial direction
by means of a coupling member passing through one
pair of the inner cylinders so that the pair of anti-vibration
rubbers is interposed between both sides in the axial di-
rection by means of the plate members, and wherein a
first stopper rubber made of a rubber material having a
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hardness equal to or greater than that of the rubber ma-
terial of the main body rubber is fixed to any one of an
inner peripheral surface of the outer cylinder and an outer
peripheral surface of the inner cylinder while keeping a
gap in the radial direction between the inner peripheral
surface of the outer cylinder and the outer peripheral sur-
face of the inner cylinder.
[0007] In the invention, since the first stopper rubber
is fixed to any one of the inner peripheral surface of the
outer cylinder and the outer peripheral surface of the in-
ner cylinder while keeping a gap in the radial direction
between the inner peripheral surface of the outer cylinder
and the outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder, it
is possible to control a spring constant in the radial di-
rection to a lower level when the vibration generating
body and the vibration receiving body are displaced rel-
atively less than the size of the gap in the radial direction,
and thus it is possible to improve the anti-vibration ability.
In addition, when the vibration generating body and the
vibration receiving body move to become displaced rel-
atively greater than the size of the gap in the radial di-
rection, it is possible to control an amount of deformation
of the main body rubber by contacting the first stopper
rubber with the other of the inner peripheral surface of
the outer cylinder and the outer peripheral surface of the
inner cylinder to decompress the displacement, which
may improve the durability of the main body rubber.
Further, since the first stopper rubber is made of a rubber
material having a hardness equal to or greater than that
of the rubber material of the main body rubber, when the
first stopper rubber contacts the other of the inner pe-
ripheral surface of the outer cylinder and the outer pe-
ripheral surface of the inner cylinder as mentioned above,
it is possible to increase a repulsive force generated at
the first stopper rubber while suppressing an impact force
or an impact acceleration occurring at the anti-vibration
device, and thus it is possible to securely control the
above displacement and reliably control an amount of
deformation of the main body rubber.
[0008] Here, in the other of the inner peripheral surface
of the outer cylinder and the outer peripheral surface of
the inner cylinder, a region opposite to the first stopper
rubber in the radial direction may be covered with a coat-
ing member made of a rubber material.
[0009] In this case, since the region of the other of the
inner peripheral surface of the outer cylinder and the out-
er peripheral surface of the inner cylinder, which is op-
posite to the first stopper rubber in the radial direction, is
covered with the coating member, when the vibration
generating body and the vibration receiving body move
to become displaced relatively greater than the size of
the gap in the radial direction, the first stopper rubber
contacts the other of the inner peripheral surface of the
outer cylinder and the outer peripheral surface of the in-
ner cylinder while interposing the coating member ther-
ebetween, so that an impact force or an impact acceler-
ation occurring at the contact can be controlled.
[0010] In addition, a second flange portion protruding

toward the inner side in the radial direction may be formed
at the end portion of the inner side of the outer cylinder
in the axial direction, so that the first stopper rubber is
fixed to the second flange portion to support the main
body rubber from the inner side in the axial direction and
protrudes toward more inner side in the radial direction
than the inner peripheral edge of the second flange por-
tion
[0011] In this case, since the main body rubber and
the first stopper rubber are supported by the second
flange portion from the inner side in the axial direction, it
is possible to prevent each deformation of the main body
rubber and the first stopper rubber in the axial direction
from being excessively increased and deteriorating the
durability.
Further, since the first stopper rubber protrudes toward
more inner side in the radial direction than the inner pe-
ripheral edge of the second flange portion, when the vi-
bration generating body and the vibration receiving body
move to become displaced relatively greater than the size
of the gap in the radial direction, it is possible to prevent
the second flange portion from contacting the outer pe-
ripheral surface side of the inner cylinder, so that an im-
pact force or an impact acceleration occurring at the con-
tact can be reliably controlled.
[0012] Further, the main body rubber may be made of
a rubber material having a dynamic ratio lower than that
of the rubber material of the first stopper rubber, and the
first stopper rubber may be made of a rubber material
having a higher loss tangent than that of the rubber ma-
terial of the main body rubber.
[0013] In this case, since the main body rubber is made
of a rubber material having a lower dynamic ratio than
the rubber material of the first stopper rubber, the anti-
vibration ability of the anti-vibration device can be im-
proved. In addition, since the first stopper rubber is made
of a rubber material having a higher loss tangent than
the rubber material of the main body rubber, it is possible
to more reliably control an impact force or an impact ac-
celeration occurring when the first stopper rubber con-
tacts the other of the inner peripheral surface of the outer
cylinder and the outer peripheral surface of the inner cyl-
inder, so that it is possible to prevent an impact force or
an impact acceleration applied to the vibration generating
body or the vibration receiving body from increasing by
providing the first stopper rubber.
[0014] In addition, a second stopper rubber made of a
rubber material having a hardness equal to or greater
than that of the rubber material of the main body rubber
and supporting the main body rubber from the outer side
in the radial direction may be fixed to the outer surface
of the first flange portion facing the outer side in the axial
direction, and a gap in the axial direction may be formed
between the second stopper rubber and the plate mem-
ber.
[0015] In this case, since the second stopper rubber
is fixed to the first flange portion to form a gap in the axial
direction between the second stopper rubber and the
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plate member, it is possible to control a spring constant
in the axial direction to a lower level when the vibration
generating body and the vibration receiving body dis-
place relatively smaller than the size of the gap in the
axial direction, and thus the anti-vibration ability can be
improved.
In addition, when the vibration generating body and the
vibration receiving body move to become displaced rel-
atively greater than the size of the gap in the axial direc-
tion, the deformation of the main body rubber can be
controlled by contacting the second stopper rubber with
the plate member to suppress the displacement, which
improves the durability of the main body rubber.
Further, the second stopper rubber is made of a rubber
material having a hardness equal to or greater than that
of the rubber material of the main body rubber. Therefore,
when the second stopper rubber contacts the plate mem-
ber as mentioned above, it is possible to increase a re-
pulsive force generated by the second stopper rubber
while controlling the impact force or the impact acceler-
ation occurring at the anti-vibration device. And thus it is
possible to more securely suppress the above displace-
ment and reliably control the deformation of the main
body rubber.
[0016] Further, in the first flange portion, a region
where the second stopper rubber is fixed may be en-
larged toward the outer side in the axial direction.
[0017] In this case, since the region of the first flange
portion where the second stopper rubber is fixed is en-
larged toward the outer side in the axial direction, it is
possible to control the size of the second stopper rubber
in the axial direction to a smaller level, and thus the du-
rability of the second stopper rubber can be improved.
[0018] In addition, the first stopper rubber and the sec-
ond stopper rubber may be integrally formed with the
same rubber material.
[0019] In this case, since the first stopper rubber and
the second stopper rubber can be integrally formed with
the same rubber material, it is possible to control the in-
crease of production costs of the anti-vibration device.
[0020] Further, the first stopper rubber may be formed
with a ring shape so that a radial gap of the same size is
formed over the entire circumference between the first
stopper rubber and the other of the inner peripheral sur-
face of the outer cylinder and the outer peripheral surface
of the inner cylinder.
In this case, when the anti-vibration device is assembled,
there is no need to arrange circumferential positions of
the outer cylinder, the first stopper rubber, the inner cyl-
inder, and the main body rubber, and also the increase
of production costs of the anti-vibration device can be
further reliably controlled.
Further, the stopper formed by bending back the outer
peripheral end of the first flange portion in the radial di-
rection toward the outer side in the axial direction may
be further provided, so that the second stopper rubber
may be fixed to the outer side facing toward the inner
side of the stopper in the radial direction to support the

second stopper rubber from the outer side in the radial
direction, and also the second stopper rubber may extend
to more outer side in the axial direction than the stopper.
In this case, when the engine and the frame body move
to become displaced relatively greater than the size of
the gap B in the axis 0 direction, and though the second
stopper rubber comes into contact with the plate member
to additionally deform the second stopper rubber, further
displacement (deformation of the main body rubber and
the second stopper rubber in the axis O direction) can
be controlled by contacting the stopper with the plate
member.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0021] By using the anti-vibration device of the inven-
tion, the anti-vibration ability and the durability can be
improved.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0022]

FIG 1 is a sectional view showing an anti-vibration
device for illustrating one embodiment of the inven-
tion.
FIG 2 is a sectional view showing a anti-vibration
rubber before the anti-vibration device of FIG. 1 is
assembled.
FIG 3 is a sectional view showing an exploded state
of the anti-vibration rubber of FIG 2.
FIG 4 is a sectional view showing an anti-vibration
device for illustrating another embodiment of the in-
vention.

Description of Embodiments

[0023] Hereinafter, an anti-vibration device according
to one embodiment of the invention will be described with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 2.
The anti-vibration device 1 is applied as an engine mount
for example, and the transfer of vibrations, which are di-
rected from an engine (a vibration generating body)(not
shown) mounted on a construction machine or the like
to a frame body (a vibration receiving body)(not shown),
is controlled by decreasing or absorbing the input vibra-
tions.
The anti-vibration device 1 has a pair of anti-vibration
rubbers 2.
[0024] The anti-vibration rubber includes an outer cyl-
inder 20, an inner cylinder 21 formed with a smaller di-
ameter than the outer cylinder 20 and disposed in the
outer cylinder 20, and a main body rubber 22 interposed
between the outer cylinder 20 and the inner cylinder 21.
The outer cylinder 20, the inner cylinder 21, and the main
body rubber 22 are respectively formed with cylindrical
shapes and disposed on the common axis. Hereinafter,
the common axis is referred to as an axis O.
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Also, the pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 are disposed so
as to face each other in the axis O direction and installed
on the same axis as the axis O. Hereinafter, in one anti-
vibration rubber 2 of the pair of anti-vibration rubber 2,
the side toward the other anti-vibration rubber 2 in the
axis O direction is called the inner side in the axis O di-
rection, and the side of one anti-vibration rubber 2 oppo-
site to the other anti-vibration rubber 2 in the axis O di-
rection is called the outer side in the axis O direction.
[0025] A first flange portion 23 protruding toward the
outer side in a radial direction is formed at the end portion
of the outer side in the axis O direction of the outer cyl-
inder 20. The first flange portion 23 continuously extends
along the entire circumference of the outer cylinder 20.
Also, in the shown example, an enlarged portion 23a en-
larging toward the outer side in the axis O direction is
formed at the inner end of the first flange portion 23 in
the radial direction. Further, a second flange portion 24
protruding toward the inner side in the radial direction is
formed at the end portion of the inner side of the outer
cylinder 20 in the axis O direction. The second flange
portion 24 continuously extends on the entire circumfer-
ence of the outer cylinder 20. Also, in the shown example,
the second flange portion 24 extends in parallel along
the radial direction.
[0026] The inner cylinder 21 has a longer length than
the outer cylinder 20 along the axis O direction, and the
inner cylinder 21 is disposed in the outer cylinder 20 while
protruding to the outer side from the outer cylinder 20 in
the axis O direction. Also, in a state before the anti-vi-
bration device 1 is assembled, as shown in FIG 2, the
end edge of the inner cylinder 21 at the inner side in the
axis O direction is located at more outer side in the axis
O direction than the end edge of the outer cylinder 20 at
the inner side in the axis O direction.
[0027] The main body rubber 22 is formed in a cylin-
drical shape, and the inner peripheral surface of the main
body rubber 22 is vulcanized and adhered to the outer
peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21 so that the
outer peripheral surface of the main body rubber 22 is
detachably inserted to the inner peripheral surface of the
outer cylinder 20 as shown in FIG. 3, thereby elastically
connecting the inner cylinder 21 to the outer cylinder 20.
In the shown example, in the main body rubber 22, the
outer side portion 22a in the axis O direction has a grad-
ually-enlarged diameter from the outer side to the inner
side along the axis O direction, and the inner side portion
22b in the axis O direction has a gradually-decreased
diameter from the outer side to the inner side along the
axis O direction, so that the outer diameter is most in-
creased at the center portion 22c in the axis O direction,
located between the portions 22a and 22b. Also, in the
outer end surface of the main body rubber 22 oriented
to the outer side in the axis O direction, a first annular
concave portion 22d is formed at a region connected to
the inner cylinder 21. Also, in the inner end surface of
the main body rubber 22 oriented to the inner side in the
axis O direction, a second annular concave portion 22e

having a truly-circular shape around the axis O is formed
at a region connected to the inner cylinder 21. Also, the
first annular concave portion 22d and the second annular
concave portion 22e respectively have a U-shaped ver-
tical cross-section and continuously extend over the en-
tire circumference. Also, the outer end surface of the main
body rubber 22 and the end edge of the inner cylinder
21 at the outer side in the axis O direction are located on
the same plane orthogonal to the axis O.
[0028] A pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 configured as
above is configured so that the anti-vibration rubbers 2
are vertically symmetric with each other as shown in FIG
1, and thus the anti-vibration rubbers 2 are disposed on
the same axis so that the inner side ends of the anti-
vibration rubbers 2 in the axis 0 direction are opposite to
each other. Also, the anti-vibration rubbers 2 are con-
nected to a bracket member 3 by interposing the bracket
member 3 between both sides thereof in the axis 0 di-
rection by means of a pair of first flange portions 23, and
also one pair of plate members 4 respectively disposed
at the outer side of one pair of main body rubbers 22 in
the axis O direction are pushed to the inner side in the
axis O direction by means of a coupling member 5 in-
serted through one pair of inner cylinders 21 so that the
anti-vibration rubbers 2 are interposed between both
sides in the axis O direction by means of those plate
members 4.
[0029] The bracket member 3 is a thick plate-type
member and is fixed to any one of an engine and a frame
body, not shown, to extend in a substantially horizontal
direction. The bracket member 3 has circular mounting
holes 30 into which the outer cylinders 20 of one pair of
anti-vibration rubbers 2 are respectively inserted sepa-
rately from both sides in the axis O direction. In the inner
and outer surfaces of the bracket member 3, regions
around the mounting holes 30 are interposed between
both sides in the axis O direction by means of each of
the first flange portions 23 of one pair of anti-vibration
rubbers 2.
[0030] One pair of plate members 4 is plate materials
between which one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 are
interposed between both sides in the axis O direction,
and the plate members 4 are respectively mounted to
the ends of one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 at the
outer side in the axis O direction. At least one of one pair
of plate members 4 is fixed to the other of an engine and
a frame body, not shown. In other words, in a case where
the engine is fixed to the bracket member 3, the plate
member 4 is fixed to the frame body, while, in a case
where the bracket member 3 is fixed to the frame body,
the plate member 4 is fixed to the engine. Also, bolt holes
40 are respectively formed in one pair of plate members
4 so that bolts 50, explained later, is inserted. The bolt
holes 40 are communicated with the inner cylinder 21.
[0031] The coupling member 5 has a bolt 50 and a nut
51. The bolt 50 is inserted from the outer side of any one
of the plate members 4 in the axis O direction into the
bolt hole 40 of the corresponding plate member 4 so that
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the bolt 50 is inserted through one pair of upper and lower
inner cylinders 21 and the bolt hole 40 of the other plate
member 4 and protrudes from the other plate member 4
to the outer side in the axis O direction. In addition, the
nut 51 is screwed and securely fastened to the front end
portion of the bolt 50 protruding from the bolt hole 40 of
the other plate member 4. In this way, the coupling mem-
ber 5 pushes one pair of plate members 4 to the inner
side in the axis O direction so that the bracket member
3 is interposed between both sides in the axis O - direction
by means of the first flange portion 23 of the outer cylinder
20.
[0032] In addition, in this embodiment, a ring-shaped
first stopper rubber 25 made of a rubber material having
a hardness equal to or greater than that of the rubber
material of the main body rubber 22 is fixed to any one
of the inner peripheral surface of the outer cylinder 20
and the outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21
while forming a gap A in the radial direction over the entire
circumference between the inner peripheral surface of
the outer cylinder 20 and the outer peripheral surface of
the inner cylinder 21. In the shown example, the first stop-
per rubber 25 is vulcanized and adhered while forming
the gap A in the radial direction between the inner pe-
ripheral surface of the outer cylinder 20 and the outer
peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21. Also, the first
stopper rubber 25 supports the main body rubber 22 from
the inner side in the axis O direction since the inner end
surface of the first stopper rubber 25 oriented to the inner
side in the axis O direction is vulcanized and adhered to
the outer surface of the second flange portion 24 of the
outer cylinder 20 oriented to the outer side in the axis O
direction.
[0033] Here, in this embodiment, in the outer periph-
eral surface of the inner cylinder 21, a region at more
inner side than the main body rubber 22 in the axis O
direction and opposite to the inner peripheral surface of
the first stopper rubber 25 in the radial direction is covered
with a coating member 26 made of a rubber material. In
the shown example, the coating member 26 is formed in
a thin-walled cylindrical shape so that the gap A in the
radial direction is formed between the outer surface of
the coating member 26 and the inner peripheral surface
of the first stopper rubber 25. Further, since the first stop-
per rubber 25 is disposed on the same axis as the axis
O and continuously extends over the entire circumfer-
ence, the gap A has a regular size over the entire cir-
cumference. Here, the second annular concave portion
22e is perforated in the gap A.
In addition, the coating member 26 is integrally formed
with the same rubber material as the main body rubber
22. Further, since the inner diameter of the first stopper
rubber 25 is decreased to be smaller than the inner di-
ameter of the second flange portion 24 of the outer cyl-
inder 20, the inner peripheral edge of the first stopper
rubber 25 is located at more inner side in the radial di-
rection than the inner peripheral edge of the second
flange portion 24.

[0034] Also in this embodiment, a ring-shaped second
stopper rubber 27 made of a rubber material having a
hardness equal to or greater than that of the rubber ma-
terial of the main body rubber 22 is fixed at the outer
surface of the first flange portion 23 of the outer cylinder
20, oriented to the outer side in the axis O direction, to
support the main body rubber 22 from the outer side in
the radial direction.
Gaps B in the axis O direction are respectively formed
between the second stopper rubber 27 and one pair of
plate members 4. Also, the second stopper rubber 27 is
disposed on the same axis as the axis O and continuously
extends over the entire circumference, and thus the gaps
B have regular sizes over the entire circumference. Fur-
ther, the second stopper rubber 27 is installed substan-
tially in the entire region of the outer surface of the first
flange portion 23, including the enlarged portion 23a.
[0035] Also in this embodiment, the first stopper rubber
25 and the second stopper rubber 27 are integrally
formed with the same rubber material. In the shown ex-
ample, the connection portion between the inner periph-
eral surface of the outer cylinder 20 and the outer surface
of the first flange portion 23 is covered with a thin-walled
cylindrical connection piece 28 made of a rubber mate-
rial, and thus the second stopper rubber 27 is connected
to the first stopper rubber 25 via the connection piece 28.
Also, the connection piece 28 has a cylindrical shape
having a gradually-enlarged diameter from the inner side
to the outer side along the axis O direction.
[0036] In addition, in the main body rubber 22, the cent-
er portion 22c in the axis O direction is inserted into the
second stopper rubber 27 and the inner portion 22b in
the axis O direction is inserted into the connection piece
28 so that the inner end surface oriented to the inner side
in the axis O direction is disposed on the outer end sur-
face of the first stopper rubber 25 oriented to the outer
side in the axis O direction. Also, an engagement protru-
sion 27a to be engaged with the center portion 22c of the
main body rubber 22 in the axis O direction from the outer
side in the axis O direction is installed to protrude on the
inner peripheral surface of the second stopper rubber 27.
[0037] Here, the main body rubber 22, the first stopper
rubber 25, the coating member 26, the second stopper
rubber 27, and the connection piece 28 are respectively
made of NR, NBR, or the like. Also, the hardness of the
rubber material used for producing the main body rubber
22 and the coating member 26 is considered to be in the
range from 40° to 75°, for example, which is lower than
the hardness (for example, 70° to 80°) of the rubber ma-
terial of the first stopper rubber 25, the second stopper
rubber 27, and the connection piece 28. Further in this
embodiment, the main body rubber 22 and the coating
member 26 are made of a rubber material having a lower
dynamic ratio than that of the rubber material of the first
stopper rubber 25, the second stopper rubber 27, and
the connection piece 28. Also, the first stopper rubber
25, the second stopper rubber 27, and the connection
piece 28 are made of a rubber material having a higher

9 10 



EP 2 345 827 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

loss tangent than that of the rubber material of the main
body rubber 22 and the coating member 26.
[0038] Next, an assembling method of the anti-vibra-
tion device 1 having one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2
as described above will be described.
First, the outer cylinder 20 of one anti-vibration rubber 2
is inserted into the mounting hole 30 from one side of the
bracket member 3 in the axis 0 direction, and the outer
cylinder 20 of the other anti-vibration rubber 2 is inserted
into the mounting hole 30 from the other side in the axis
O direction. At this time, the outer diameter of the outer
cylinder 20 is smaller than the inner diameter of the
mounting hole 30, and the outer cylinder 20 is inserted
without being fitted (loosely inserted) into the mounting
hole 30. Also, in this state, the second flange portions 24
of each of one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 are opposite
to each other in the mounting hole 30 in the axis O direc-
tion, and also the first flange portions 23 of each of one
pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 interposes the regions
around the mounting holes 30 in the inner and outer sur-
faces of the bracket member 3 from both sides in the axis
O direction.
[0039] Next, one pair of plate members 4 are sepa-
rately disposed respectively on the end surface of one
pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 at the outer side in the
axis O direction, namely on the outer end surface of the
main body rubber 22 and the end edge of the inner cyl-
inder 21 at the outer side in the axis O direction. Also,
the bolt 50 is inserted from the bolt hole 40 of one plate
member 4 through one pair of inner cylinders 21 so that
the front end portion of the bolt 50 protrudes from the bolt
hole 40 of the other plate member 4. After that, the nut
51 is screwed to the front end portion of the bolt 50 so
that one pair of plate members 4 is connected by means
of the coupling member 5 (the bolt 50).
[0040] Next, the bolt 50 and the nut 51 are relatively
rotated around the axis O to securely fasten the coupling
member 5 so that a gap between one pair of plate mem-
bers 4 is decreased, thereby pressing one pair of anti-
vibration rubbers 2 from both ends in the axis O direction
by means of the plate members 4. In this way, the inner
cylinder 21 is pushed from the outer cylinder 20 to the
inner side in the axis O direction so that the end edge of
the inner cylinder 21 at the inner side in the axis O direc-
tion is located at more inner side in the axis O direction
than the end edge of the outer cylinder 20 at more inner
side in the axis O direction. Thus the end edges of the
inner cylinders 21 of one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2
at the inner side in the axis O direction are respectively
opposite to each other. Also, the main body rubber 22 is
compressed to the inner side in the axis O direction to
be elastically deformed so as to swell to the outer side
in the radial direction. In this way, the first flange portions
23 of each outer cylinder 20 of one pair of anti-vibration
rubbers 2 are closely adhered to the inner and outer sur-
faces of the bracket member 3 to increase the diameter
of the outer cylinder 20, so that the surrounding surface
of the outer cylinder 20 is closely adhered to the inner

peripheral surface of the mounting hole 30. Also, the gap
in the axis O direction is ensured between the second
flange portions 24 of each of one pair of anti-vibration
rubbers 2. In this way, one pair of anti-vibration rubbers
2 is fixed to the bracket member 3.
[0041] Here, the enlarging deformation of the main
body rubber 22 toward the outer side in the radial direc-
tion is controlled by means of the outer cylinder 20 and
the second stopper rubber 27 when the coupling member
5 is securely fastened to compressively strain the main
body rubber 22 in the axis O direction as mentioned
above. Therefore, the main body rubber 22 is compres-
sively strained not only in the axis O direction but also in
the radial direction. Hereinafter, a compression strain of
the main body rubber 22 when the anti-vibration device
1 is assembled is referred to as a preliminary compres-
sion strain.
In addition, in this embodiment, the preliminary compres-
sion strain of the main body rubber 22 in the axis O di-
rection is considered to be greater than the size of the
gap B, and also the preliminary compression strain of the
main body rubber 22 in the radial direction becomes
greater than the size of the gap A.
[0042] If a load is applied to the anti-vibration device
1 along the axis O direction in this way, the main body
rubber 22 of one anti-vibration rubber 2 is compressively
strained in the axis O direction so that the main body
rubber 22 of the other anti-vibration rubber 2 is tension-
strained in the axis O direction. However, if this strain is
greater than the size of the gap B, the second stopper
rubber 27 supporting the main body rubber 22 of one
anti-vibration rubber 2 from the outer side in the radial
direction is contacted with the plate member 4. The sec-
ond stopper rubber 27 is further compressively strained
before the main body rubber 22 of the other anti-vibration
rubber 2 is subjected to tension strain greater than the
preliminary compression strain in the axis O direction.
At this time, the size of the gap B is set based on the
stiffness against the compressive load of the second
stopper rubber 27 in the axis O direction and a maximum
value of the load applied to the anti-vibration rubber 2 in
the axis O direction. Thus the main body rubber 22 of the
other anti-vibration rubber 2 is not tension-strained great-
er than the preliminary compression strain in the axis O
direction, and it is possible to prevent the main body rub-
ber 22 from being separated from the plate member 4.
[0043] In addition, a case is considered where a load
in the radial direction is applied to the anti-vibration device
1 so that the outer cylinder 20 is relatively moved toward
the inner cylinder 21 along the radial direction while the
main body rubber 22 is elastically deformed in the radial
direction. In this case, if the movement becomes greater
than the size of the gap A, the inner cylinder 21 comes
into contact with the first stopper rubber 25 via the coating
member 26 so that the first stopper rubber 25 is com-
pressively strained before the main body rubber 22 elas-
tically deformed in the radial direction greater than the
preliminary compression strain in the radial direction. At
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this time, the size of the gap A is set based on the stiffness
of the first stopper rubber 25 against the compressive
load in the radial direction and the maximum value of the
load applied to the anti-vibration rubber 2 in the radial
direction. Accordingly, the main body rubber 22 is not
elastically deformed in the radial direction greater than
the preliminary compression strain in the radial direction,
and it is possible to prevent the main body rubber 22 from
being separated from the second stopper rubber 27 and
the connection piece 28.
[0044] As described above, if the anti-vibration device
1 according to this embodiment is used, the first stopper
rubber 25 is fixed while forming the gap A in the radial
direction between the inner peripheral surface of the out-
er cylinder 20 and the outer peripheral surface of the
inner cylinder 21. Accordingly, it is possible to control the
spring constant in the radial direction to a low level when
the engine and the frame body displace in the radial di-
rection relatively smaller than the size of the gap A, there-
by improving the anti-vibration ability.
In addition, when the engine and the frame body move
to become displaced relatively greater than the size of
the gap A in the radial direction, the first stopper rubber
25 comes into contact with the outer peripheral surface
side of the inner cylinder 21. Therefore, the displacement
can be suppressed to control the deformation of the main
body rubber 22, and thus the durability of the main body
rubber 22 can be improved.
Further, since the first stopper rubber 25 is made of a
rubber material having a hardness equal to or greater
than the rubber material of the main body rubber 22.
Therefore, when the first stopper rubber 25 comes into
contact with the outer peripheral surface side of the inner
cylinder 21, it is possible to suppress the impact force or
the impact acceleration occurring at the anti-vibration de-
vice 1 and increase the repulsive force generated at the
first stopper rubber 25. Accordingly, it is possible to se-
curely suppress the above displacement and reliably
control the deformation of the main body rubber 22.
[0045] Also in this embodiment, since the region of the
outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21, which
is opposite to the first stopper rubber 25 in the radial
direction, is covered with the coating member 26. There-
fore, when the engine and the frame body move to be-
come displaced relatively greater than the size of the gap
A in the radial direction, the first stopper rubber 25 comes
into contact with the outer peripheral surface of the inner
cylinder 21 via the coating member 26. Accordingly, the
impact force or the impact acceleration generated at the
contact can be controlled.
[0046] Further, the main body rubber 22 and the first
stopper rubber 25 are supported by the second flange
portion 24 from the inner side in the axis O direction.
Therefore, it is possible to prevent each deformation of
the main body rubber 22 and the first stopper rubber 25
in the axis O direction from being excessively increased
and the durability thereof deteriorating.
In addition, the first stopper rubber 25 protrudes toward

more inner side in the radial direction than the inner pe-
ripheral edge of the second flange portion 24. Therefore,
when the engine and the frame body move to become
displaced relatively greater than the size of the gap A in
the radial direction, it is possible to prevent the second
flange portion 24 from contacting the outer peripheral
surface side of the inner cylinder 21. Accordingly, the
impact force or the impact acceleration generated at the
contact can be reliably controlled.
[0047] Further, since the main body rubber 22 is made
of a rubber material having a dynamic ratio lower than
that of the rubber material of the first stopper rubber 25,
the anti-vibration ability of the anti-vibration device 1 can
be improved. In addition, the first stopper rubber 25 is
made of a rubber material having a higher loss tangent
than that of the rubber material of the main body rubber
22. Therefore, it is possible to more reliably control the
impact force or the impact acceleration occurring when
the first stopper rubber 25 comes into contact with the
outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21 as de-
scribed above. Accordingly, it is possible to prevent the
impact force or the impact acceleration applied to the
engine or the frame body from increasing by providing
the first stopper rubber 25.
[0048] In addition, the second stopper rubber 27 is
fixed to the first flange portion 23 so that the gap B in the
axis O direction is formed between the second stopper
rubber 27 and the plate member 4. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to control the spring constant in the axis O direction
to a low level when the engine and the frame body are
displaced relatively smaller than the size of the gap B in
the axis O direction, thereby improving the anti-vibration
performance.
Also, when the engine and the frame body move to be
displaced relatively greater than the size of the gap B in
the axis O direction, the deformation of the main body
rubber 22 can be controlled by contacting the second
stopper rubber 27 to the plate member 4 to suppress the
displacement, and thus the durability of the main body
rubber 22 can be improved.
Further, the second stopper rubber 27 is made of a rubber
material having a hardness equal to or greater than that
of the rubber material of the main body rubber 22. There-
fore, when the second stopper rubber 27 comes into con-
tact with the plate member 4, it is possible to increase
the repulsive force generated at the second stopper rub-
ber 27 while controlling the impact force or the impact
acceleration occurring at the anti-vibration device 1. Ac-
cordingly, the above displacement can be securely sup-
pressed and the deformation of the main body rubber 22
can be reliably controlled.
[0049] In addition, the enlarged portion 23a enlarged
toward the outer side in the axis O direction is formed at
the region of the first flange portion 23 where the second
stopper rubber 27 is fixed. Accordingly, it is possible to
suppress the size of the second stopper rubber 27 in the
axis O direction to a low level, and thus the durability of
the second stopper rubber 27 can be improved.
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Further, since the first stopper rubber 25 and the second
stopper rubber 27 are integrally made of the same rubber
material, it is possible to prevent the increase of produc-
tion costs of the anti-vibration device 1.
[0050] In addition, the first stopper rubber 25 is formed
with a ring shape so that the gap A of the same size in
the radial direction is formed over the entire circumfer-
ence between the first stopper rubber 25 and the outer
peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21. Therefore,
when the anti-vibration device 1 is assembled, there is
no need to arrange circumferential positions of the outer
cylinder 20, the first stopper rubber 25, the inner cylinder
21, and the main body rubber 22, and also the increase
of production costs of the anti-vibration device 1 can be
further controlled.
[0051] Further in the present embodiment, the anti-vi-
bration rubber 2 is configured so that the inner peripheral
surface of the main body rubber 22 is fixed to the outer
peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21, and the outer
peripheral surface of the first stopper rubber 25 is fixed
to the inner peripheral surface of the outer cylinder 20 so
that the main body rubber 22 is detachably inserted to
the inner side of the outer cylinder 20 as shown in FIG
3. Thus, when the anti-vibration device 1 is tuned, any
one of the inner cylinder 21 to which the main body rubber
22 is fixed and the outer cylinder 20 to which the first
stopper rubber 25 is fixed can be exchanged with another
one having a different rubber material or size, and thus
the tuning work can be performed with high efficiency
and high precision.
[0052] In addition, the scope of the invention is not lim-
ited to the above embodiments, but various changes can
be made within the scope of the invention.
For example, though the first stopper rubber 25 has a
ring shape in this embodiment, the shape of the first stop-
per rubber 25 may be suitably changed into a block shape
or the like, without being limited to the above. In this con-
figuration, the installation position of the first stopper rub-
ber 25 is not limited to a point symmetry arrangement
around the axis 0, but the first stopper rubber 25 may be
installed at any location having a gap around the axis O.
In this case, a positioning protrusion, a concave portion,
or a mark or the like may be formed such as at the inner
cylinder 21 and the outer cylinder 22 of the anti-vibration
rubber 2 in order to determine the position around the
axis O.
In addition, though the first stopper rubber 25 is fixed to
the outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder 21, it
may be suitably changed, without being limited to the
above. For example, the first stopper rubber 25 may also
be fixed to the inner peripheral surface of the outer cyl-
inder 20 to form the gap A between the first stopper rubber
25 and the inner cylinder 21.
Further, the first stopper rubber 25 may have a ring shape
such as an oval shape, for example, without being limited
to a truly circular shape.
In addition, the second flange portion 24 and the enlarged
portion 23 a may not be formed at the outer cylinder 20.

Further, an anti-vibration device not having the coating
member 26, the connection piece 28, the second stopper
rubber 27, the first annular concave portion 22d, and the
second annular concave portion 22e may also be used.
In addition, though the second annular concave portion
22e having a truly circular shape based on the axis O is
formed at the main body rubber 22, a suitable change
can be made instead. For example, a plurality of spot-
type concave portions or an oval-shaped concave portion
may be used.
Further, the inner peripheral edge of the second flange
portion 24 may be covered with the inner peripheral edge
of the first stopper rubber 25.
In addition, though one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2
uses the same anti-vibration rubbers 2 in the above em-
bodiment, one pair of anti-vibration rubbers 2 of the in-
vention may use anti-vibration rubbers having different
configurations. For example, anti-vibration rubbers in
which the outer cylinder 20, the inner cylinder 21, or the
main body rubber 22 or the like has different materials
or different shapes may be used in combination.
In addition, in the above embodiment, the preliminary
compression strain of the main body rubber 22 in the
radial direction is set to be greater than the size of the
gap A so that the main body rubber 22 is not elastically
deformed in the radial direction greater than the prelim-
inary compression strain in the radial direction. There-
fore, it is prevented that the main body rubber 22 is sep-
arated from the second stopper rubber 27 and the con-
nection piece 28. However, without being limited to the
above, the main body rubber 22 may be elastically de-
formed in the radial direction equal to or greater than the
preliminary compression strain in the radial direction by
setting the preliminary compression strain of the main
body rubber 22 to be equal to or smaller than the size of
the gap A. Therefore, the main body rubber 22 may be
separated from the second stopper rubber 27 and the
connection piece 28.
In addition, as shown in FIG 4, a stopper 24a bending
back to the outer side in the axis O direction (to the axial
outer side) is further formed at the outer side edge of the
first flange portion 23 in the radial direction. The second
stopper rubber 27 is fixed to the outer surface of the stop-
per 24a facing toward the inner side in the radial direction
so that the second stopper rubber 27 is supported from
the outer side in the radial direction. In this case, the end
of the second stopper rubber 27 at the outer side in the
axis O direction protrudes toward more outer side in the
axis O direction than the stopper 24a.
In the anti-vibration device 10 as described above, when
the engine and the frame body move to be displaced in
the axis O direction relatively greater than the size of the
gap B and the second stopper rubber 27 comes into con-
tact with the plate member 4 to further deform the second
stopper rubber 27, further displacement (the deformation
of the main body rubber 22 and the second stopper rub-
ber 27 in the axis O direction) can be suppressed by
contacting the stopper 24a with the plate member 4.
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[0053] In addition, within the scope not departing from
the scope of the invention, any component in the above
embodiment may be suitably replaced with a well-known
component, and also the above modifications may be
suitably combined.

Industrial Applicability

[0054]  If the anti-vibration device of the embodiment
of the present invention is used, the anti-vibration ability
and the durability can be improved.

Reference Signs List

[0055]

1, 10: ANTI-VIBRATION DEVICE
2: ANTI-VIBRATION RUBBER
3: BRACKET MEMBER
4: PLATE MEMBER
5: COUPLING MEMBER
20: OUTER CYLINDER
21: INNER CYLINDER
22: MAIN BODY RUBBER
23: FIRST FLANGE PORTION
23a: ENLARGED PORTION
24: SECOND FLANGE PORTION
24a: STOPPER
25: FIRST STOPPER RUBBER
26: COATING MEMBER
27: SECOND STOPPER RUBBER
30: MOUNTING HOLE
A: GAP IN THE RADIAL DIRECTION
B: GAP IN THE AXIAL DIRECTION
O: AXIS

Claims

1. An anti-vibration device, comprising:

a pair of anti-vibration rubbers, each having:

an outer cylinder connected to any one of a
vibration generating body and a vibration re-
ceiving body by means of a bracket member
and provided with a first flange portion
formed on an end portion of an outer side
of the outer cylinder in an axial direction to
protrude toward an outer side in a radial di-
rection;
an inner cylinder connected to the other of
the vibration generating body and the vibra-
tion receiving body by means of a plate
member and disposed at an inner side of
the outer cylinder; and
a main body rubber disposed between the
outer cylinder and the inner cylinder,

wherein the pair of anti-vibration rubbers is con-
nected to the bracket member by interposing the
bracket member between both sides of the pair
of first flange portions in the axial direction so
that the inner ends of the pair of anti-vibration
rubbers in the axial direction are opposite to
each other, and a pair of plate members respec-
tively disposed at outer sides of the pair of main
body rubbers in the axial direction is pushed to
the inner side in the axial direction by means of
a coupling member passing through one pair of
the inner cylinders so that the pair of anti-vibra-
tion rubbers is interposed between both sides in
the axial direction by means of the plate mem-
bers, and
wherein a first stopper rubber made of a rubber
material having a hardness equal to or greater
than that of the rubber material of the main body
rubber is fixed to any one of an inner peripheral
surface of the outer cylinder and an outer pe-
ripheral surface of the inner cylinder while keep-
ing a gap in the radial direction between the inner
peripheral surface of the outer cylinder and the
outer peripheral surface of the inner cylinder.

2. The anti-vibration device according to claim 1,
wherein, in the other of the inner peripheral surface
of the outer cylinder and the outer peripheral surface
of the inner cylinder, a region opposite to the first
stopper rubber in the radial direction is covered with
a coating member made of a rubber material.

3. The anti-vibration device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein a second flange portion protruding toward
the inner side in the radial direction is formed at an
end portion of an inner side of the outer cylinder in
the axial direction, and
wherein the first stopper rubber is fixed to the second
flange portion to support the main body rubber from
the inner side in the axial direction and protrudes
toward more inner side in the radial direction than
the inner peripheral edge of the second flange por-
tion.

4. The anti-vibration device according to claim 1,
wherein the main body rubber is made of a rubber
material having a dynamic ratio lower than that of
the rubber material of the first stopper rubber, and
wherein the first stopper rubber is made of a rubber
material having a higher loss tangent than that of the
rubber material of the main body rubber.

5. The anti-vibration device according to claim 1,
wherein a second stopper rubber made of a rubber
material having a hardness equal to or greater than
that of the rubber material of the main body rubber
and supporting the main body rubber from the outer
side in the radial direction is fixed to an outer surface
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of the first flange portion facing toward the outer side
in the axial direction, and
wherein a gap in the axial direction is formed be-
tween the second stopper rubber and the plate mem-
ber.

6. The anti-vibration device according to claim 5,
wherein a region of the first flange portion where the
second stopper rubber is fixed is enlarged toward
the outer side in the axial direction.

7. The anti-vibration device according to claim 5 or 6,
wherein the first stopper rubber and the second stop-
per rubber are integrally formed with the same rubber
material.

8. The anti-vibration device according to claim 5 or 6,
further comprising a stopper formed by bending back
the outer peripheral end of the first flange portion in
the radial direction toward the outer side in the axial
direction,
wherein the second stopper rubber is fixed to the
outer surface of the stopper toward the inner side in
the radial direction so that the second stopper rubber
is supported from the outer side in the radial direc-
tion, and the second stopper rubber extends to more
outer side in the axial direction than the stopper.

9. The anti-vibration device according to claim 7, further
comprising a stopper formed by bending back the
outer peripheral end of the first flange portion in the
radial direction toward the outer side in the axial di-
rection,
wherein the second stopper rubber is fixed to the
outer surface of the stopper facing toward the inner
side in the radial direction so that the second stopper
rubber is supported from the outer side in the radial
direction, and the second stopper rubber extends to
more outer side in the axial direction than the stop-
per.
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