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(54) Multichannel WDM-PON module with integrated OTDR function

(57) The present document relates to passive optical
networks (PON). In particular, it relates to the cost effi-
cient provisioning of an OTDR (optical time-domain re-
flectometer) into multichannel Wavelength Division Mul-
tiplexing-PON (WDM-PON) modules. A WDM-PON
transmitter configured to analyze an optical fiber and a
corresponding method are described. The transmitter
(200) comprises a plurality of light sources (111, 112)

configured to respectively generate a plurality of optical
signals at different wavelengths; a multiplexing unit (113)
configured to combine the plurality of optical signals for
transmission over the optical fiber (121); a tapping unit
(230) downstream of the merging unit (113) configured
to extract a backscattered optical signal from the fiber
(121); and analysis means configured to analyze the
backscattered optical signal.
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Description

[0001] The present document relates to passive opti-
cal networks (PON). In particular, it relates to the cost
efficient provisioning of an OTDR (optical time-domain
reflectometer) into multichannel Wavelength Division
Multiplexing-PON (WDM-PON) modules.
[0002] An optical time-domain reflectometer (OTDR)
is an optoelectronic instrument used to characterize an
optical fiber. An OTDR injects test patterns, e.g. a single
pulse or a series of optical pulses, into the fiber under
test and extracts, from the same end of the fiber, light
that is backscattered along the fiber link or reflected back
from points in the fiber where the index of refraction
changes. The backscattered signal may be analyzed and
provides information on possible faults, such as breaks,
and other properties of the fiber under test. An OTDR
may also be used for estimating the fiber’s length and
overall attenuation, including splice and connector loss-
es.
[0003] Wavelength Division Multiplexing PON (WDM-
PON) is currently under investigation for increasing the
capacity of PON systems. The multiple wavelengths of
a WDM-PON can be used to separate individual or
groups of Optical Network Units (ONUs) into several vir-
tual PONs co-existing on the same physical infrastruc-
ture. Typically, one wavelength of the WDM system is
used for the downstream communication from a central
office OLT (optical line terminal) to one or more ONUs,
and another wavelength of the WDM system is used for
the upstream communication from the one or more ONUs
to the OLT. The downstream and upstream communica-
tion may be performed on the same or on separate fibers.
[0004] In order to monitor the quality of the one or more
optical fibers used in such WDM-PON systems and in
order to monitor the quality of the different optical trans-
mission channels, it would be beneficial to provide an
efficient and cost-effective embedded OTDR functional-
ity for WDM-PON systems.
[0005] According to an aspect a WDM-PON transmit-
ter and/or a transceiver module configured to analyze an
optical fiber is described. In the following, reference is
made to a transmitter, but the aspects should also apply
to a transceiver module. In particular, the WDM-PON
transmitter may be configured to determine discontinui-
ties of the refractive index of the optical fiber. The trans-
mitter may comprise a plurality of light sources, e.g. la-
sers, configured to respectively generate a plurality of
optical signals at different wavelengths. Furthermore, the
transmitter may comprise a merging or multiplexing unit
configured to combine the plurality of optical signals for
transmission over the optical fiber. The multiplexing unit
may be implemented as a power combiner and/or a
wavelength multiplexer. As such, the WDM-PON trans-
mitter may be configured to transmit optical signals over
a plurality of wavelengths using a single optical fiber.
[0006] The WDM-PON transmitter may comprise a
tapping unit downstream of the multiplexing unit config-

ured to extract a backscattered optical signal from the
fiber. The tapping unit may be implemented as an optical
power splitter. It may be configured to extract a pre-de-
termined fraction, e.g. 10%, of the backscattered optical
signal from the fiber.
[0007] Furthermore, the transmitter may comprise
analysis means configured to analyze the backscattered
optical signal. The analysis means may comprise a con-
trol and analysis unit configured to initiate the generation
of an electrical test signal and/or receive an electrical
response signal. The response signal may be associated
with the test signal. Furthermore, the control and analysis
unit may be configured to determine information associ-
ated with the fiber based on the electrical test signal and
the electrical response signal. In an embodiment, the
transmitter comprises one single control and analysis
unit.
[0008] The transmitter may further comprise an optical
receiver configured to convert the backscattered optical
signal into an electrical response signal, which is e.g.
passed to the control and analysis unit. In an embodi-
ment, the transmitter comprises one single optical receiv-
er for the backscattered light of the optical fiber.
[0009] The WDM-PON transmitter may further com-
prise a test pattern scheduling unit configured to generate
an electrical test signal and to pass the test signal to the
plurality of light sources by means of at least one test
pattern insertion unit. In an embodiment, the transmitter
comprises one single test pattern scheduling unit which
passes the test signal to the plurality of light sources.
This may be performed by means of a plurality of test
pattern insertion units, e.g. modulators, associated with
the plurality of light sources, respectively. The test pattern
insertion units may be configured to merge the test signal
with a data signal which is to be transmitted via a light
source over the optical fiber. In particular, the transmitter
may comprise a plurality of data signal units configured
to provide a plurality of electrical data signals which are
to be transmitted using the plurality of optical signals,
respectively. One or more test pattern insertion units may
be configured to modulate at least one of the plurality of
electrical data signals with the test signal.
[0010] The test signal may comprise at least one pulse
and the response signal may be associated with a pulse
response of the fiber to the at least one pulse. This pulse
response may be used to determine information associ-
ated with the fiber, e.g. information on a location in the
fiber with changed refractive index.
[0011] The test pattern scheduling unit may be config-
ured to sequentially pass the test signal to each of the
plurality of light sources and the control and analysis unit
may be configured to receive a plurality of response sig-
nals respectively, associated with the test signal passed
to the plurality of light sources. Alternatively or in addition,
the test pattern scheduling unit may be configured to si-
multaneously pass the test signal to each of the plurality
of light sources and the control and analysis unit may be
configured to receive a response signal associated with
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the test signal passed to the plurality of light sources.
[0012] According to a further aspect, a WDM-PON net-
work is described. The network may comprise a WDM-
PON transmitter comprising any of the aspects outlined
in the present document. In particular, the WDM-PON
transmitter may be configured to transmit a plurality of
optical signals at different wavelengths. The network may
comprise a feeder fiber, a plurality of drop fibers, and a
plurality of optical network units, referred to as ONUs,
connected to the feeder fiber via the plurality of drop fib-
ers, respectively. The plurality of ONUs may be config-
ured to respectively receive the plurality of optical signals
at different wavelengths. The WDM-PON transmitter
may be configured to determine information on a location
with changed refractive index in one of the plurality of
drop fibers.
[0013] According to another aspect, a method for an-
alyzing an optical fiber of a WDM-PON network is de-
scribed. The method may comprise generating a plurality
of optical signals at different wavelengths; combining the
plurality of optical signals for transmission over the optical
fiber using a merging unit; extracting a backscattered op-
tical signal from the fiber using a tapping unit downstream
of the multiplexing unit; and analyzing the backscattered
optical signal.
[0014] It should be noted that the above mentioned
aspects may be combined with one another or extracted
from one another in various ways. In particular, all pos-
sible claim and feature combinations are considered to
be disclosed by the present document. Furthermore, the
aspects and features outlined in relation with a system
are equally applicable in relation to the corresponding
method.
[0015] The objects and features of the invention will
become apparent from the following description of ex-
amples. The present invention is described in the follow-
ing by referring to exemplary embodiments illustrated
schematically in the accompanying figures, wherein

Fig. 1 illustrates an example WDM-PON architec-
ture;
Fig. 2a shows an exemplary WDM-PON transmitter
comprising an OTDR;
Fig. 2b shows an exemplary WDM-PON transceiver
module comprising an OTDR; and
Fig. 3 illustrates an example modulated transmitted
signal and a corresponding OTDR pulse response.

[0016] Fig. 1 shows a WDM-PON network 100 com-
prising an optical line terminal (OLT) 110 and a plurality
of optical network units (ONU) 151, 152. In the shown
example the network comprises two feeder fibers 121,
122, wherein the first feeder fiber 121 carries the down-
stream wavelengths λ1, ..., λ8 and the second feeder fiber
122 carries the upstream wavelengths λ9, ..., λ16. Using
a remote node 130, the wavelengths are assigned to par-
ticular ONUs 151, 152. Each ONU 151, 152 is connected
to the remote node 130 via a drop fiber 141, 142. In the

illustrated example, the wavelengths λ1 and λ9 are as-
signed to a first ONU 151 and the wavelengths λ2 and
λ10 are assigned to a second ONU 152. As such, a WDM-
PON network is shown, where each ONU 151, 152 is
assigned a dedicated wavelength for the downstream
and the upstream communication. In other words, each
ONU 151 has a unique set of wavelengths λ1 and λ10 for
the downstream and upstream communication, respec-
tively.
[0017] It should be noted that a WDM-PON may also
make use of the broadcasting functionality on the down-
stream channel and the TDMA (time division multiple ac-
cess) multiplexing scheme on the upstream channel
known from PON systems, e.g. GPON systems. As such,
several ONUs 151, 152 may use the same set of wave-
lengths λ1 and λ10 for the downstream and upstream
communication.
[0018] Regardless the particular configuration of the
WDM-PON network architecture, it is desirable to obtain
information on the condition of the feeder fibers 121, 122
and/or on the drop fibers 141, 142. Such information may
be determined using optical time-domain reflectometers
(OTDRs) for the different wavelengths λ1,...,λ8. In partic-
ular, a dedicated OTDR circuit may be associated with
each laser 111, 112 of the OLT 110. Using the dedicated
OTDR circuit of laser 111, a optical pulse or an optical
pulse pattern of a certain wavelength λ1 is inserted into
the fiber 121 via a WDM merging/splitting unit 113. The
backscattered light corresponding to the wavelength λ1
could be extracted at a point 114 between the laser 111
and the WDM merging/splitting unit 113. The extracted
backscattered light would then be input into the OTDR
for analysis of the fiber conditions. This scenario would
allow for the use of combined laser/OTDR components.
On the other hand, it would require the use of multiple
OTDRs, one for each WDM wavelength. This leads to a
considerable cost increase which should be avoided
when providing OTDR testing functionality in the context
of WDM-PON.
[0019] An exemplary cost effective setup for an OLT
transmitter 200 comprising a OTDR functionality is
shown in Fig. 2a. The OLT transmitter 200 comprises a
plurality of lasers 111, 112, each configured to generate
a wavelength λ1,...,λ8 for WDM transmission. Further-
more, the OLT transmitter 200 comprises a WDM merg-
ing/splitting unit 113 which is configured to merge the
different wavelengths λ1,...,λ8 onto a single fiber 121.
The merging/splitting unit 113 may be implemented as a
power combiner and/or power splitter which passively
combines and/or splits the optical power of the different
wavelengths λ1,...,λ8. Alternatively, the merging/splitting
unit 113 may be implemented as an wavelength routing
multiplexer and/or de-multiplexer. Typically, a merging/
splitting unit 113 based on an active wavelength routing
multiplexer and/or de-multiplexer involves a reduced loss
of signal power compared to a merging/splitting unit 113
based on a passive power combiner and/or power split-
ter.
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[0020] Furthermore, the OLT transmitter 200 compris-
es a single OTDR control and analysis unit 210, which
may be implemented using a single ASIC (application
specific integrated circuit). This OTDR control and anal-
ysis unit 210 may be in communication with a controller
205 of the OLT transmitter 200, in order to synchronize
with the overall operation of the OLT transmitter 200. The
OTDR control and analysis unit 210 is configured to
schedule the OTDR measurement cycles. For controlling
the measurements, the OTDR control and analysis unit
210 may make use of a test pattern scheduling unit 220
which is configured to control the generation of the trans-
mitted optical test pulse and/or test pattern. Depending
on the wavelength λ1, ..., λ8 which is to be tested, an
electrical test pattern is generated and forwarded to the
respective laser 111, 112.
[0021] A test pattern may be a sequence of pulses at
a certain frequency or bitrate. The bitrate is typically low
compared to the optical WDM data channel bitrate asso-
ciated with the respective wavelength λ1,...,λ8. Typically,
the bitrate of the test pattern pulses is in the range of
Mbit/s, whereas the optical data channel bitrate is in the
range of Gbit/s. The test pattern may correspond to pseu-
do-noise (PN) which is also referred to as a pseudo noise
pattern (PNP). As shown in Fig. 3, the test pattern 302
may be superimposed onto the data signal 301 which is
to be transmitted over the optical transmission channel.
As a result of the superposition, a modulated data signal
303 is obtained. Typically, the data signal 301 is internsity
modulated by the test pattern 302. The modulation index
is selected to be around 5% to 10%, thereby yielding only
a small amplitude modulation of the modulated data sig-
nal 303.
[0022] The modulation of the data signal 301 by the
test pattern is performed in the test pattern insertion unit
221, 222. It can be seen in Fig. 2a that the OLT transmitter
200 comprises a test pattern insertion unit 221, 222 for
each transmitting WDM channel. It should be noted that
alternative embodiments of the test pattern insertion unit
221, 222 exist. By way of example, the data signal 301
and the test pattern 302 may be added. Furthermore, the
test pattern 302 may be inserted solely during silence
periods or off periods of the data signal 301.
[0023] The test pattern insertion unit 221, 222 inserts
an electrical test pattern 302 which is converted into an
optical signal at a certain wavelength λ1, λ2 by the laser
111, 112 of the respective WDM channel. Subsequently,
the optical signal is combined with other wavelengths in
the merging/splitting unit 113 and transmitted over the
fiber 121.
[0024] As a result of discontinuities of the refractive
index in the fiber 121 and in subsequence network com-
ponents, e.g. the remote node 130 and/or the drop fibers
141, 142, light is scattered back to the OLT transmitter
200. In order to extract the backscattered light from the
optical fiber 121, the OLT transmitter 200 comprises an
optical tapping unit 230. The tapping unit 230 is posi-
tioned on the common feeder path 231 within the OLT

transmitter 200, i.e. between the merging/splitting unit
113 and the feeder fiber 121. As such, only a single tap-
ping unit 230 is required for the different wavelengths
λ1,...,λ8. This is advantageous over a positioning of the
tapping unit 230 between the lasers 111, 112 and the
merging/splitting unit 113, i.e. at the position indicated
by reference sign 114, where a separate tapping unit 230
would be required for each wavelength λ1,...,λ8. Further-
more, the positioning of the tapping unit 230 downstream
of the merging/splitting unit 113 allows for a simplified
implementation of the merging/splitting unit 113 as a pure
power combiner or wavelength multiplexer, without a
power splitting or wavelength demultiplexing functional-
ity.
[0025] The tapping unit 230 may be implemented as
a power splitter, separating a certain amount of the back-
scattered light from the fiber 121. Typically about 10% of
the optical power is tapped at the tapping unit 230.
[0026] The extracted backscattered light is passed
from the tapping unit 230 to a single OTDR receiver 240
which is configured to convert the received optical signal
into an electrical signal. Typically, the OTDR receiver 240
comprises one or more photodiodes for this purpose. It
should be noted that in a similar manner to the tapping
unit 230, the described extraction of the backscattered
light downstream of the merging/splitting unit 113 is ad-
vantageous as only a single OTDR receiver 240 is re-
quired for the plurality of transmitting WDM channels.
[0027] The electrical received OTDR signal is passed
to the OTDR control and analysis unit 210 which is con-
figured to analyze the received OTDR signal and thereby
determine information on the condition of the optical path.
In particular, an OTDR pulse response 310 as shown in
Fig. 3 may be determined. This pulse response 310 may
be determined by analyzing the transmitted test pattern
and the corresponding received OTDR signal which is
associated with the backscattered light. Signal compo-
nents of the received OTDR signal which are due to the
backscattered light of the transmitted data signal 301
should be removed. Typically, a pulse response is deter-
mined for each pulse comprised in the test pattern 301.
Eventually, an average pulse response is determined by
averaging the pulse response for the different pulses of
the test pattern 301. The exemplary OTDR pulse re-
sponse 310 of Fig. 3 comprises distinct peaks 311, 312
at certain time instances. The time instances at which
these peaks 311, 312 appear provide an indication on
the location of a backscattering event, e.g. a discontinuity
in the refractive index caused by a fiber cut.
[0028] It should be noted that the use of a single OTDR
control and analysis unit 210 for the different wavelengths
λ1, ..., λ8 allows for the implementation of various modes
of operation of the OTDR. The OTDR testing of the dif-
ferent WDM channels may be performed sequentially in
a round robin manner. In such cases, the test pattern
scheduling unit 220 is configured to sequentially insert
the OTDR test pattern on the different WDM channels.
By using this mode of operation unique test results can
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be determined for each WDM wavelength λ1, ..., λ8. This
may be particularly useful if the different WDM wave-
lengths λ1, ..., λ8 are partially transmitted over different
fiber paths as shown e.g. in Fig. 1. It can be seen in Fig.
1 that the wavelength λ1 is transmitted over drop fiber
141, wherein the wavelength λ2 is transmitted over drop
fiber 142. By performing separate OTDR tests for the
different wavelengths, fiber deteriorations on the drop
fibers 141, 142 can be uniquely identified.
[0029] The OTDR testing may also be performed si-
multaneously for all WDM channels. In such cases, test
pattern scheduling unit 220 may be configured to simul-
taneously insert the OTDR test pattern onto all transmit-
ting WDM channels. This may be advantageous as the
power budget for the OTDR test can be improved. As a
matter of fact, the losses which are typically incurred in
the merging/splitting unit 113 can be fully or partially com-
pensated, because the test pattern 302 is inserted into
all the contributing WDM channels. On the other hand,
the OTDR test results may comprise ambiguities on fiber
deteriorations due to the fact that the OTDR pulse re-
sponses involving a plurality of drop fibers 141, 142 are
cumulated. Such ambiguities also arise in the context of
GPON, where a specific wavelength is shared by a plu-
rality of ONUs 151, 152 which are connected by a plurality
of drop fibers 141, 142, respectively. Consequently, the
OTDR test response comprises the backscattered light
from the plurality of drop fibers 141, 142.
[0030] It should be noted that such ambiguities may
be removed by combined modes of operation, i.e. by per-
forming simultaneous OTDR testing of the WDM wave-
lengths in combination with sequential OTDR testing of
the WDM wavelengths. The simultaneous OTDR tests
would allow for tests with an increased power budget,
whereas the sequential OTDR tests would allow for the
removal of ambiguities.
[0031] The above aspects are not limited to WDM-
PON systems 100 comprising a plurality of feeder fibers
121, 122. The described OTDR test setup may also be
applied to WDM-PON systems which use a single fiber
121 for downstream WDM channels and for upstream
WDM channels. An OLT transceiver 250, i.e. the OLT
transmitting and receiving unit, may comprise the same
components as the OLT transmitter 200. In addition, the
tapping unit 230 may be configured to separate the down-
stream wavelengths λ1,...,λ8 from the upstream wave-
lengths λ9,...,λ16.
[0032] Furthermore, the OLT transceiver 250 may
comprise a splitting unit 260 which is configured to split
up the received wavelengths λ9,...,λ16 for the upstream
communication. The splitting unit 260 may be implement-
ed as a power splitter in combination with a wavelength
filter and/or as a wavelength routing de-multiplexer. The
received signals of the separated WDM wavelengths
λ9,...,λ16 may be detected by a plurality of optical detec-
tion units 270, e.g. a plurality of photo-diodes.
[0033] In the present document, a system and method
for performing OTDR testing in a WDM-PON network

has been described. The proposed testing setup allows
for an efficient and cost-effective implementation of OT-
DR testing for the different WDM wavelengths. Different
modes of operation of the OTDR test setup have been
described which may enable an unambiguous determi-
nation of fiber deteriorations on the feeder fibers and/or
the drop fibers; and which may enable improved power
budgets for OTDR testing.
[0034] It should be noted that the description and draw-
ings merely illustrate the principles of the proposed meth-
ods and systems. It will thus be appreciated that those
skilled in the art will be able to devise various arrange-
ments that, although not explicitly described or shown
herein, embody the principles of the invention and are
included within its spirit and scope. Furthermore, all ex-
amples recited herein are principally intended expressly
to be only for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in
understanding the principles of the proposed methods
and systems and the concepts contributed by the inven-
tors to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples
and conditions. Moreover, all statements herein reciting
principles, aspects, and embodiments of the invention,
as well as specific examples thereof, are intended to en-
compass equivalents thereof.
[0035] Furthermore, it should be noted that steps of
various above-described methods and components of
described systems can be performed by programmed
computers. Herein, some embodiments are also intend-
ed to cover program storage devices, e.g., digital data
storage media, which are machine or computer readable
and encode machine-executable or computer-executa-
ble programs of instructions, wherein said instructions
perform some or all of the steps of said above-described
methods. The program storage devices may be, e.g., dig-
ital memories, magnetic storage media such as a mag-
netic disks and magnetic tapes, hard drives, or optically
readable digital data storage media. The embodiments
are also intended to cover computers programmed to
perform said steps of the above-described methods.
[0036] In addition, it should be noted that the functions
of the various elements described in the present patent
document may be provided through the use of dedicated
hardware as well as hardware capable of executing soft-
ware in association with appropriate software. When pro-
vided by a processor, the functions may be provided by
a single dedicated processor, by a single shared proc-
essor, or by a plurality of individual processors, some of
which may be shared. Moreover, explicit use of the term
"processor" or "controller" should not be construed to re-
fer exclusively to hardware capable of executing soft-
ware, and may implicitly include, without limitation, digital
signal processor (DSP) hardware, network processor,
application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA), read only memory (ROM)
for storing software, random access memory (RAM), and
non volatile storage. Other hardware, conventional
and/or custom, may also be included.
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[0037] Finally, it should be noted that any block dia-
grams herein represent conceptual views of illustrative
circuitry embodying the principles of the invention. Sim-
ilarly, it will be appreciated that any flow charts, flow di-
agrams, state transition diagrams, pseudo code, and the
like represent various processes which may be substan-
tially represented in computer readable medium and so
executed by a computer or processor, whether or not
such computer or processor is explicitly shown.

Claims

1. A WDM-PON transmitter (200) configured to analyze
an optical fiber (121), the transmitter (200) compris-
ing

- a plurality of light sources (111, 112) configured
to respectively generate a plurality of optical sig-
nals at different wavelengths;
- a multiplexing unit (113) configured to combine
the plurality of optical signals for transmission
over the optical fiber (121);
- a tapping unit (230) downstream of the merging
unit (113) configured to extract a backscattered
optical signal from the fiber (121); and
- analysis means configured to analyze the
backscattered optical signal.

2. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 1, further
comprising:

- a single optical receiver (240) configured to
convert the backscattered optical signal into an
electrical response signal.

3. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 2, further
comprising:

- a test pattern scheduling unit (220) configured
to generate an electrical test signal and to pass
the test signal to the plurality of light sources
(111, 112) by means of at least one test pattern
insertion unit (221, 222).

4. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 3, wherein
the analysis means comprise a control and analysis
unit (210) configured to

- initiate the generation of the electrical test sig-
nal;
- receive the electrical response signal; wherein
the response signal is associated with the test
signal; and
- determine information associated with the fiber
(121) based on the electrical test signal and the
electrical response signal.

5. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 4, wherein

- the test signal comprises at least a pulse; and
- the response signal is associated with a pulse
response of the fiber (121) to the pulse.

6. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims 4
or 5, wherein

- the information associated with the fiber (121)
comprises information on a location in the fiber
(121) with changed refractive index.

7. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims 4
to 6, wherein

- the test pattern scheduling unit (220) is further
configured to sequentially pass the test signal
to each of the plurality of light sources (111, 112);
and
- the control and analysis unit (210) is further
configured to receive a plurality of response sig-
nals respectively associated with the test signal
passed to the plurality of light sources (111,
112).

8. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims 4
to 7, wherein

- the test pattern scheduling unit (220) is further
configured to simultaneously pass the test sig-
nal to each of the plurality of light sources (111,
112); and
- the control and analysis unit (210) is further
configured to receive a response signal associ-
ated with the test signal passed to the plurality
of light sources (111, 112).

9. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims 3
to 8, further comprising a plurality of data signal units
configured to provide a plurality of electrical data sig-
nals to be transmitted using the plurality of optical
signals, respectively; wherein the at least one test
pattern insertion unit (221, 222) is configured to mod-
ulate at least one of the plurality of electrical data
signals with the test signal.

10. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any previous
claim, wherein the tapping unit (230) is configured
to extract a pre-determined fraction of the backscat-
tered optical signal from the fiber (121).

11. A WDM-PON network, comprising

- a WDM-PON transmitter according to any of
claims 1 to 10; wherein the WDM-PON trans-
mitter is configured to transmit a plurality of op-
tical signals at different wavelengths;
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- a feeder fiber (121);
- a plurality of drop fibers (141, 142); and
- a plurality of optical network units (151, 152),
referred to as ONUs, connected to the feeder
fiber (121) via the plurality of drop fibers (141,
142), respectively; wherein the plurality of ONUs
(151,152) is configured to respectively receive
the plurality of optical signals at different wave-
lengths.

12. The WDM-PON network according to claim 11,
wherein the WDM-PON transmitter is configured to
determine information on a location with changed
refractive index in one of the plurality of drop fibers
(141, 142).

13. A method for analyzing an optical fiber (121) of a
WDM-PON network (100), the method comprising

- generating a plurality of optical signals at dif-
ferent wavelengths;
- combining the plurality of optical signals for
transmission over the optical fiber (121) using a
multiplexing unit (113);
- extracting a backscattered optical signal from
the fiber (121) using a tapping unit (230) down-
stream of the multiplexing unit (113); and
- analyzing the backscattered optical signal.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A WDM-PON transmitter (200) configured to an-
alyze an optical fiber (121), the transmitter (200)
comprising

- a plurality of light sources (111, 112) configured
to respectively generate a plurality of optical sig-
nals at different wavelengths;
- a multiplexing unit (113) configured to combine
the plurality of optical signals for transmission
over the optical fiber (121);
- a tapping unit (230) downstream of the multi-
plexing unit (113) configured to extract a back-
scattered optical signal from the fiber (121); and
- analysis means configured to analyze the
backscattered optical signal.

2. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:

- a single optical receiver (240) configured to
convert the backscattered optical signal into an
electrical response signal.

3. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 2, fur-
ther comprising:

- a test pattern scheduling unit (220) configured
to generate an electrical test signal and to pass
the test signal to the plurality of light sources
(111, 112) by means of at least one test pattern
insertion unit (221, 222).

4. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 3,
wherein the analysis means comprise a control and
analysis unit (210) configured to

- initiate the generation of the electrical test sig-
nal;
- receive the electrical response signal; wherein
the response signal is associated with the test
signal; and
- determine information associated with the fiber
(121) based on the electrical test signal and the
electrical response signal.

5. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of claim 4,
wherein

- the test signal comprises at least a pulse; and
- the response signal is associated with a pulse
response of the fiber (121) to the pulse.

6. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims
4 or 5, wherein

- the information associated with the fiber (121)
comprises information on a location in the fiber
(121) with changed refractive index.

7. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims
4 to 6, wherein

- the test pattern scheduling unit (220) is further
configured to sequentially pass the test signal
to each of the plurality of light sources (111, 112);
and
- the control and analysis unit (210) is further
configured to receive a plurality of response sig-
nals respectively associated with the test signal
passed to the plurality of light sources (111,
112).

8. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims
4 to 7, wherein

- the test pattern scheduling unit (220) is further
configured to simultaneously pass the test sig-
nal to each of the plurality of light sources (111,
112); and
- the control and analysis unit (210) is further
configured to receive a response signal associ-
ated with the test signal passed to the plurality
of light sources (111, 112).
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9. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any of claims
3 to 8, further comprising a plurality of data signal
units configured to provide a plurality of electrical
data signals to be transmitted using the plurality of
optical signals, respectively; wherein the at least one
test pattern insertion unit (221, 222) is configured to
modulate at least one of the plurality of electrical data
signals with the test signal.

10. The WDM-PON transmitter (200) of any previous
claim, wherein the tapping unit (230) is configured
to extract a pre-determined fraction of the backscat-
tered optical signal from the fiber (121).

11. A WDM-PON network, comprising

- a WDM-PON transmitter according to any of
claims 1 to 10; wherein the WDM-PON trans-
mitter is configured to transmit a plurality of op-
tical signals at different wavelengths;
- a feeder fiber (121);
- a plurality of drop fibers (141, 142); and
- a plurality of optical network units (151, 152),
referred to as ONUs, connected to the feeder
fiber (121) via the plurality of drop fibers (141,
142), respectively; wherein the plurality of ONUs
(151,152) is configured to respectively receive
the plurality of optical signals at different wave-
lengths.

12. The WDM-PON network according to claim 11,
wherein the WDM-PON transmitter is configured to
determine information on a location with changed
refractive index in one of the plurality of drop fibers
(141, 142).

13. A method for analyzing an optical fiber (121) of
a WDM-PON network (100), the method comprising

- generating a plurality of optical signals at dif-
ferent wavelengths;
- combining the plurality of optical signals for
transmission over the optical fiber (121) using a
multiplexing unit (113);
- extracting a backscattered optical signal from
the fiber (121) using a tapping unit (230) down-
stream of the multiplexing unit (113); and
- analyzing the backscattered optical signal.
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