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Description

Background of the invention

[0001] The invention relates generally to methods of
externally storing data processed by a processing device.
In particular, the invention relates to methods of external
data storage, methods of internalising data and method
of enabling external data storage and internalisation of
data. The invention also relates to the application of such
methods in a multimedia system and to a system and
computer program for executing such methods.
[0002] Examples of a method of enabling external data
storage and of a method of external data storage and
system adapted to carry out such a method are known,
e.g. from US 5 757 919. This publication discloses a
method and system for maintaining integrity and confi-
dentiality of pages paged to an external storage unit from
a physically secure environment. This physically secure
environment contains a secure processor coupled by a
bus to a random access memory. An integrity check en-
gine performs a one-way hash of data paging between
the secure environment and the insecure environment,
particularly an external storage unit. In one embodiment,
the secure processor is architected to use a 1K page. A
host processor in the insecure environment treats the
pages of the secure processor stored in external memory
as 1K data blocks. If a page is identified as needed, a
determination is made if the page is present within the
secure memory. If the page is present, a page hit occurs
and no further action is required. If the page is not present,
a page fault occurs. When a page fault occurs, a deter-
mination is made if there is space available in the secure
memory to which the needed page can be mapped. If no
space is available, then a page is selected to page out.
Various selection criteria may be employed such as least
recently used.
[0003] The known method and system has the disad-
vantage that it is difficult to select the piece of data to be
transferred to the secondary data storage system. Be-
cause paging in and paging out generally involve latency
and the security services increase the latency in the event
of a page fault, this slows down the processing of active
records.
[0004] Another example of a method of external data
storage, method of internalising data and method of
processing records in a multimedia system and system
adapted to carrying out such methods is disclosed in FR-
A-2 803 471. This publication discloses a memory man-
agement process in a television receiver. The television
system comprises a television, local memory means im-
planted in the television and external memory means as-
sociated with the television, such as a memory card or
disk drive. The system comprises a computer program
comprising a plurality of executable modules. A first mod-
ule receives and analyses each request to memorise in-
formation. If the characteristics of the memory means do
not permit the storage of new information, the first module

triggers a second module. The second module frees
memory space whilst respecting usage criteria of the
stored information. The first and second module use a
series of simple procedures to optimise the storage of
information. These procedures realise, for example, the
removal of data from a first memory means to a second
memory means.
[0005] EP-A-0 330 404 discloses an integrated circuit
card including an internal data memory and a central
processing unit combination with a larger memory pro-
vided on the same card. Access to the information in the
larger memory by an external card acceptance device is
only possibly using address data stored in the internal
memory of the card. The internal memory comprises a
first directory defining the format areas of the file allotted
for the external memory. The external memory is much
larger than the internal memory. External memory may
store information that overflows the internal memory. In
such a case, the date of the record must be recorded
simultaneously. The first directory of the internal memory
contains a memory history directory and the file contains
a history record area. The memory history directory in-
dicates physical addresses on the external memory. The
date on which a write operation to the external memory
is made is recorded in the history record area.
[0006] WO 00/26866 discloses a method for securely
expanding the storage capacity of an IC portable device’s
memory. A master certificate is indexed in the memory
of the portable device. A secondary certificate is stored
together with a data object on a data storage medium
external to the portable device. The secondary certificate
is derived from and determinable only using the master
certificate.
[0007] A problem of this known system and method is
that they do not allow processing of part or all of the record
once it has been externalised. If this were to happen and
the piece of data were to be transferred back to the tel-
evision at a later stage, the complete set of data belong-
ing to the record would not be identical to the complete
set of data as last processed by the application on the
television set before externalisation.

Summary of the invention

[0008] The invention provides a method of enabling
external data storage, a method of external data storage,
a method of internalising a record, a method of enabling
the internalisation of a record, a primary processing de-
vice and computer program means that are more efficient
in terms of the number of transfers of data to and from
the secondary storage system.
[0009] The invention also provides a method of exter-
nal data storage, method of internalising data, method
of processing records in a multimedia system and system
and computer program that allow the primary processing
device to verify the integrity of the data belonging to a
record.
[0010] This is achieved by providing a method of ex-
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ternal data storage in a system including a primary
processing device, having a processor and a primary da-
ta storage unit, adapted to process active records in the
processor and configured to store data belonging to ac-
tive records in the primary data storage unit; and a sec-
ondary data storage system, accessible to the primary
processing device, which method includes
loading data belonging to an active record into the pri-
mary data storage unit and
externalising the record by transferring at least a piece
of data belonging to the record to the secondary data
storage system for storage, wherein
the method includes storing information reflecting a ver-
sion count for the externalised record and incrementing
the version count prior to externalising the record.
[0011] Thus, if after externalisation, any part of the data
belonging to the record, for example the externalised
piece of data or any data remaining in the primary data
storage unit, is modified, A comparison can be made with
the version count stored, to determine whether the parts
are still synchronised.
[0012] The invention has the additional advantage
that, because a count is maintained reflecting the number
of times the record has been externalised, a measure is
obtained of the use of the record by the primary device,
allowing a limit to be set to this use. A further effect is
that it is possible to keep track of which record is exter-
nalised most often, so that this record can be maintained
in the primary memory unit, and another record external-
ised instead.
[0013] Preferably, the method includes storing a ref-
erence data object in a data storage unit of the primary
processing device for each externalised record, including
a unique identifier and a copy of the information reflecting
the version count.
[0014] Thus, the primary processing device has ac-
cess to a copy of the information which cannot be
changed by any other processing device to which the
secondary storage system is also accessible.
[0015] The preferred embodiment further includes
transferring at least one data section including data cor-
responding to at least an associated part of the piece of
data and data corresponding to the information reflecting
the version count to the secondary data storage system.
[0016] Thus, a version count valid for the part of the
piece of data in a section is stored in the secondary stor-
age system with each section. This embodiment has the
advantage that it allows the piece of data to be split into
parts that are stored externally in such a way that it can
be verified that these parts belong to the same version
of the total collection of data belonging to the record. In
particular, the data sections can be stored on different
storage units within the secondary data storage system
and assembled again into one valid collection of data
belonging to the record.
[0017] A preferred embodiment includes determining
whether any data belonging to an active record has been
changed after loading into the primary data storage unit

and incrementing the version count only after determin-
ing that some data belonging to the active record has
been changed.
[0018] This limits the range within which the version
count value can lie. It is particularly advantageous when
a copy of the information reflecting the version count is
stored in the primary storage unit, since less memory
need be reserved for storing this copy.
[0019] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a method of internalising a record in a
system including
a primary processing device, having a processor and a
primary data storage unit, adapted to process active
records in the processor and configured to store data
belonging to an active record in the primary data storage
unit; and a secondary data storage system, accessible
to the primary processing device, and arranged to store
a piece of data transferred by means of a method ac-
cording to any one of the last-recited methods of external
data storage according to the invention, wherein at least
one data section including
data corresponding to at least an associated part of the
piece of data is retrieved from the secondary data storage
system, wherein
a data section including information reflecting a version
count for the externalised record is received and the ver-
sion count is compared with a reference version count.
[0020] The method has the advantage of enabling a
check of the data retrieved from the secondary storage
system. It is particularly useful in environments which
allow records to be externalised and internalised by dif-
ferent primary processing devices. If the record has been
externalised by a first primary processing device and sub-
sequently internalised and externalised by a second pri-
mary processing device, the first primary processing de-
vice can determine with minimal processing effort that
the version of the record it last processed is no longer
available for internalisation. Thus, it knows that it will need
to be provided with information on the latest version now
in the secondary storage system.
[0021] One embodiment of the method includes re-
ceiving the reference version count from a trusted third
party system.
[0022] This enables a ’swap’ in primary processing de-
vices. A first primary processing device may externalise
the record. The second primary processing device then
executes this embodiment of the method, in order to be
able to internalise the record and continue processing it.
It is especially useful in environments where security is
of concern. The trusted third party controls access to ex-
ternalised records. Namely, if the second primary
processing device externalises the record again, the ver-
sion count is incremented again. The first primary
processing device can then only internalise the record if
it receives an updated version count from the trusted third
party system.
[0023] An advantage is obtained through the applica-
tion of any one of the above-mentioned methods in a
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method of processing records in a multimedia system,
adapted to provide access to at least one consecutive
piece of digital content forming an event and including a
conditional access sub-system arranged to control ac-
cess to the event in accordance with information con-
tained in at least one record, wherein the multimedia sys-
tem includes a secure primary processing device, having
a processor and a primary data storage unit, adapted to
run at least one application program for processing active
records in the processor when an event is being ac-
cessed and configured to store data belonging to an ac-
tive record in the primary data storage unit; and
a secondary data storage system, accessible to the pri-
mary processing device.
[0024] In the context of the present invention, the term
’secure’ means that the primary processing device is
equipped with means to resist invasive and non-invasive
attacks on the data stored and/or processed by it, which
means may be hardware or software implemented or be
implemented by a combination of both. Because the cost
and effort involved in making the primary processing de-
vice tamper-resistant increases with its capacity, i.e. stor-
age and/or processing capacity, it is preferred to limit the
size, in particular the size of the primary data storage
unit. The invention allows this to be done whilst retaining
the capacity to access a large number of different
records, as part or all of the data belonging to records
can be externally stored in the secondary storage system
in an advantageous manner.
[0025] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a primary processing device, having a
processor and a primary data storage unit, adapted to
process active records in the processor, configured to
store data belonging to an active record in the primary
data storage unit, and adapted to execute any one of the
above-discussed methods according to the invention.
[0026] According to yet another aspect of the invention
there are provided computer program means which,
when run by a primary processing device having a proc-
essor and a primary data storage unit, enable the primary
processing device to execute any one of the above-dis-
cussed methods according to the invention.
[0027] The invention will now be described in further
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings, of
which

Brief description of the drawings

[0028]

Fig. 1 is a very schematic overview of a type of sys-
tem for which the invention is intended.
Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of a database main-
tained by the primary processing device in a variant
of the invention.
Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram of a database stored
in the secondary storage system in the variant of Fig.
3.

Fig. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating the creation of a
record.
Fig. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating the modification
of the record by the primary processing device.
Fig. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating several steps in
the externalisation of a record.
Fig. 7 shows an example of a multimedia system in
which the invention has been implemented.
Fig. 8 shows an example of the basic architecture of
the primary processing device shown in Fig. 1.

Specific description

[0029] To explain the general principles of the method
of external data storage according to the invention, Fig.
1 shows a simplified example of a system in which it may
be applied. A more specific example will be illustrated
further below with reference to Figs. 7 and 8.
[0030] In Fig. 1 a first processing device 1 comprises
a central processing unit (CPU) 2, main memory 3 and
a primary mass storage device 4. The first processing
device 1 may, for example, be implemented as a server
(e.g. a database server), a personal computer, personal
digital assistant, embedded processing device, mobile
phone, etc. In short, any data processing device with a
processor, data storage unit and means for accessing a
secondary data storage unit is suitable for implementing
the invention. Depending on the implementation, main
memory 3 may be integrated on a single chip with the
CPU 2.
[0031] In the example to be described herein, the
method according to the invention is used to make the
most of the limited capacity of the primary mass storage
device 4, by temporarily transferring data from the pri-
mary mass storage device 4 to a secondary storage sys-
tem. However, the method could equally well be applied
to make better use of the capacity of the main memory
3 or of a cache memory (not shown) in the CPU 2. Thus,
the term primary data storage unit as used herein can
refer to both volatile and non-volatile data storage means,
including optical, magnetic and solid state storage devic-
es.
[0032] In Fig. 1, the first processing device 1 is con-
nected to a secondary data storage system, formed by
a second processing device 5. The connection is by
means of a data link 6. The second processing device 5
also comprises a central processing unit (CPU) 7 with
main memory 8 and first and second secondary mass
storage devices 9 and 10, respectively. In basic embod-
iments of the invention, it is not a necessary requirement
that the second processing device comprise the CPU 7,
although some sort of microprocessor to direct data to
the secondary mass storage devices will be present if
the secondary storage system is implemented as an ex-
ternal device such as the second processing device 5.
In its most simple embodiment, the invention could simply
make the most of the limited capacity of primary mass
storage device 5 by temporarily transferring data to a
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second mass storage device inside the first processing
device 1.
[0033] In the preferred embodiment, however, use is
made of an external device, because the method of the
invention is implemented in a system in which the primary
processing device is more heavily secured against hack-
ing attacks than the secondary processing device. In
such systems, the method according to the invention is
particularly useful in that it provides a mechanism by
means of which the capacity and/or size of the primary
processing device can be kept small, thus making it eas-
ier and cheaper to protect.
[0034] The data link 6 can be a network link, for exam-
ple an Ethernet, IEEE 1394 (FireWire) link, or it can be
a data bus link, for example using a USB, SCSI, RS-232,
Bluetooth or similar type link. Depending on the type of
link used and the processing capacity needed to process
messages belonging to the protocol, a simpler controller
may be substituted for the CPU 7 of the second process-
ing device.
[0035] The first processing device 1 is adapted to run
one or more application programs, which are executed
by CPU 2. At least one application program is configured
to process records. For the present purpose, a record is
understood to mean a collection of data items arranged
for processing by the application program. The arrange-
ment of the data is prescribed by the application program
that processes it. The invention encompasses both fixed-
length and variable length records. According to the in-
vention, records that are to be processed by the applica-
tion program executed on the CPU 2, are made active.
Active records, i.e. all data belonging to records made
active by application programs being run on the firs
processing device 1 at any one instant, are stored in the
primary mass storage device 4, at least for so long as
the records are active. This does not preclude that (pos-
sible no longer current) copies of part or all of the data
are stored elsewhere as well, for example on one of the
secondary mass storage devices 9,10.
[0036] The application programs according to the in-
vention are configured to decide autonomously whether
to store part or all of the data externally, i.e. on a different
storage device than primary mass storage device 4. The
rules according to which such decisions are made may
vary. For example, part or all of the data may be backed
up. However, the invention is preferably used to exter-
nalise a record in order that a large part of the data be-
longing to the record may be removed from the primary
mass storage device 4 to free up space. This part, or
data enabling its recovery, i.e. data corresponding to this
part, is transferred to one of the secondary mass storage
devices 9,10 for storage and later retrieval by means of
processes referred to herein as externalisation and in-
ternalisation, respectively.
[0037] Upon resolving that a record is to be external-
ised, the application program makes a call to an interface,
arranged to transfer a piece of data belonging to the
record to the second processing device 5. An interface

is defined herein as the physical and logical arrangement
supporting attachment to the secondary storage system.
Preferably, a further application program or operating
system is installed on the first processing device 1, which
supports an application program interface, to which the
application program processing the record to be exter-
nalised may make a call. Thus, the developers of appli-
cation programs for the first processing device 1 need
not concern themselves exactly with the mechanism for
externalising records. Nevertheless, embodiments in
which part or all of the logic for externalising the record
is comprised in the application program are not excluded
from the scope of the present invention. In such embod-
iments, the interface referred to is largely the physical
interface, i.e. the mechanism to transfer data over the
data link 6 to the second processing device 5.
[0038] It is noted that in the present invention, the ap-
plication program running on the first processing device
1 and processing the record makes the call to the inter-
face to externalise the record. However, another appli-
cation, using data belonging to the record, provided to it
by the application processing the record on the first
processing device may also make the call and further
terminate processing of the record by the application pro-
gram running on the first processing device 1. This other
application may even be running on a separate process-
ing device connected to the first processing device 1,
including on the second processing device 5.
[0039] To allow subsequent internalisation of the
record, a primary database (Fig. 2) is stored in a primary
data storage unit of the primary processing device 1. This
is preferably the primary mass storage device 4, but may
be another data storage unit, e.g. main memory 3, or
some other volatile or non-volatile memory unit. It is noted
that the primary data storage unit in which the first
processing device 1 stores the primary database may
also be a peripheral device, but is preferably an internal
device for faster access to the primary database. In any
case, it is preferably comprised in a secure environment
shared with the first processing device 1.
[0040] The composition of a primary database table
11 in the primary database is illustrated in Fig. 2. Note
that the table is an example of an implementation of the
invention. The exact data structure is not important for
the invention, so long as there is at least a reference data
object for each record that has been externalised. In this
example, there is a primary database record 12a-12e,
corresponding to a row in the primary database table 11,
for each externalised record. Each primary database
record 12 comprises a field in an index column 13, con-
taining a unique key or index number used to access the
primary database record 12. The value in the index col-
umn 13 is unique for each externalised record. In a ver-
sion number column 14 of the primary database table
11, a version number is stored for each externalised
record. The version number may be a simple counter, or
it may any other type of information reflecting a version
count for the associated externalised record. For exam-
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ple, where a record comprises a number of fields which
can each have a finite number of values, the information
in the version number column 14 may be information
uniquely identifying one of the finite number of possible
permutations of the values in the fields of the externalised
record. Other types of information reflecting a version
count are conceivable.
[0041] In the present example, the second processing
device 5 maintains an extension record table 15 (Fig. 3)
in a database stored on each of the secondary mass
storage devices 9,10. Each of the shown rows corre-
sponds to an extension record 16a-16e. Each extension
record 16 is associated with an externalised record. En-
tries in an index column 17 comprise information reflect-
ing an identifier unique to the associated externalised
record. The extension record table 15 further comprises
first, second and third data chunk columns 18-21. Thus,
each extension record in the example secondary mass
storage devices 9,10 may comprise three data chunks.
Each data chunk in an extension record 16 for an exter-
nalised record includes data corresponding to at least an
associated part of a piece of data belonging to the exter-
nalised record. By corresponding, it is meant that the
associated part of the piece of data can be fully recovered
from the data in the externalised record. Thus, the data
in the data chunk may be an encrypted, encoded or com-
pressed version of the associated part of the piece of
data belonging to the externalised record. Preferably, an
authentication string is stored with each data chunk. The
extension record table further includes a version number
column 21, in which information reflecting a version count
for the externalised record is stored. What has been stat-
ed above in connection with the entries in the version
number column 14 of primary database table 11 (Fig. 2)
also holds true for the entries in the version number col-
umn 21 illustrated in Fig. 3. In an alternative implemen-
tation, each data chunk in one of the first, second and
third data section columns 18-20 may comprise, or be
stored with, separate information reflecting a version
count valid for only that data chunk.
[0042] When a record is created by an application pro-
gram being run on the first processing device 1 and using
the invention, the first processing device 1 goes through
steps shown in Fig. 4. In a first step 22, a version counter
is initialised. For example, when sequential numbers are
used, the version counter is set to value zero, i.e. incre-
mented from minus one to zero. The application program
then makes the record active and proceeds to process
it as normal. During processing the data belonging to the
record, which is modified by the application program, is
stored in the primary mass storage device 4. At some
point, the application program may determine that the
record will not be processed any further, or that another
reason exists for externalising the record. It will thus in-
itiate the externalisation of the record, by making a call
to an interface. As mentioned, this may be an application
program interface provided as part of the operating sys-
tem of the first processing device 1 or by another appli-

cation program.
[0043] It is assumed that at least the CPU 2, main
memory 3 and primary mass storage device 4 are part
of a secure environment, and that the data belonging to
the record is to be protected. Thus, in a second step 23,
the data belonging to the record is encrypted and at least
one authentication string is calculated for the data. In a
further step 24, a primary record is written to the primary
database table 11 in the primary mass storage device 4.
This entails entering information reflecting an identifier
unique to the record being externalised in a correspond-
ing entry in the index column 13. Furthermore, the version
count is written to an entry in the version number column
14. Thus, a reference data object is stored in the primary
mass storage device 4 for the externalised record, which
reference data object includes a unique identifier and a
copy of the information reflecting the version count.
[0044] Then, the encrypted piece of data belonging to
the record is transferred to the second processing device
5, together with an authentication string and information
reflecting the version count, in step 25. The second
processing device 5 stores the contents of the transferred
data section in the extension record table 15.
[0045] According to the invention, an application pro-
gram using a record that has been externalised may also
decide autonomously to internalise the record again. An
embodiment of the internalisation process is illustrated
in Fig. 5. Thus, at some point, the application program
using, i.e. configured to use, the data belonging to the
record determines that the record is to be internalised.
The application program makes a call to an interface to
the secondary storage system. Software, for example an
application program interface, that is part of the interface
to the secondary storage system ensures that a message
is sent to the second processing device 5, requesting
data sections including data corresponding to data be-
longing to an externalised record. The message includes
at least information reflecting the identifier unique to the
externalised record. This information is retrieved from
the associated entry in the index column 13 of the primary
database table 11. The interface ensures that at least
one data section including data corresponding to at least
an associated part of the piece of data stored externally,
is retrieved in step 26. The retrieved data section includes
information reflecting a version count. This information
is obtained from the associated entry in the version
number column 21 of the extension record table 15. In
step 27, the first processing device 1 decrypts the en-
crypted part of the piece of data in the data section re-
trieved, using a secret encryption key. It then calculates
a verification authentication string from the decrypted da-
ta. The verification authentication string is compared in
step 28 with an authentication string included in the re-
trieved data section. If the two match, a version count is
derived from the information included in the retrieved da-
ta section, and compared with a version count derived
from an entry in the version number column 14 of the
primary database table 11. If the two match, the decrypt-
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ed piece of data is used to assemble the now internalised
record. The internalised record is stored in primary mass
storage device 4 for use by the application program.
[0046] It will be assumed that the application program
being run on the first processing device 1 actually mod-
ifies the data belonging to the record (step 29). After mod-
ification, it may again decide that the record is to be ex-
ternalised. In that case, the version count is updated, i.e.
incremented, in step 30. A piece of data belonging to the
record is encrypted and an authentication string is cal-
culated for it in step 31. Then, the primary record in pri-
mary database table 11 is re-written, i.e. information re-
flecting the incremented version count is written to the
corresponding entry in the version number column 14. A
data section, including the encrypted piece of data, the
authentication string and a copy of the information re-
flecting the updated version count is transferred to the
second processing device 5, where the corresponding
extension record 16 in the extension record table 15 is
updated, or re-written if it has been erased.
[0047] It is noted that a preferred embodiment of the
invention takes account of characteristics of the CPU 2
and/or main memory 3 and/or data link 6. This is illus-
trated in Fig. 6. Whilst a part of a piece of data 34 be-
longing to a record is processed for inclusion in a data
section to be transferred or retrieved from a retrieved
data section, it is held in main memory 3. The capacity
of the CPU 2 or main memory 3 may thus set a bound
to the size of the part, above which the in- and external-
isation would unacceptably slow down the first process-
ing device 1. Another limit to the size of the part of a piece
of data is the size of the resulting data section, including
the encrypted part, the authentication string and version
count and index information. Taking into account the
most limiting of the above-mentioned constraints, the first
processing device 1 divides the piece of data 34 belong-
ing to a record to be externalised into a number of parts
35-37 in a first step 38. In this case, there are first, second
and third parts 35-37. The division into parts 35-37 may
be carried out by the application program processing the
record, or by executing a module belonging to an appli-
cation program interface called by the application pro-
gram. In a subsequent step 39, each of the parts 35-37
is separately encrypted using a secret encryption key 40,
stored inside the secure environment of which the prima-
ry mass storage device 4 and the CPU 2 and main mem-
ory 3 are also part. A first data chunk 41 corresponds to
a first part 35 of the piece of data 34 belonging to the
record being externalised, a second data chunk 42 cor-
responds to a second part 36 and a third data chunk 43
corresponds to a third part 37.
[0048] In a next step 44 a first authentication string 45
is calculated for the first part 35 of the piece of data 34,
using the first data chunk 41 as input, as well as a secret
authentication key 46. The secret authentication key 46
is also stored inside the secure environment of which the
primary mass storage device 4 and the CPU 2 and main
memory 3 are also part. In a following step 47, a first data

section 48 is created. The first data section 48 includes
the first data chunk 41, the first authentication string 45,
information corresponding to the index value stored in
the entry in the index column 13 of the primary database
table 11 for the externalised record, and information re-
flecting the fact that the first data section 48 is associated
with the first part 35 in the sequence of parts 35-37 mak-
ing up the piece of data 34. This first data section 48 is
then transferred to the second processing device 5 for
storage.
[0049] Concurrently, a second authentication string 49
is calculated in step 50. The second authentication string
49 is calculated from the second data chunk 42 and the
first authentication string 45. This may, for example, be
done by first concatenating the second data chunk 42
with the first authentication string 45 and then subjecting
the result to the same authentication algorithm using the
authentication key 46 as was used in step 44.
[0050] In step 51 a second data section 52 is created.
Step 51 corresponds to step 50. Thus, the second data
section 52 comprises the second data chunk 42, the sec-
ond authentication string 49 and information reflecting
an identifier unique to the externalised record, as well as
information reflecting the fact that the second data sec-
tion 52 is associated with the second part 36 in the se-
quence of parts 35-37 formed from the piece of data 34.
[0051] In step 53, a third authentication string 54 is
calculated, using the second authentication string 49 as
input, as well as the authentication key 46 and the third
data chunk 43. Step 53 corresponds substantially to step
50.
[0052] In step 55 a third data section 56 is created and
transferred to the second processing device 5. Similar to
the first and second data sections 48,52, the third data
section 56 includes the third data chunk 43, the third au-
thentication string 54 and information reflecting an iden-
tifier unique to the externalised record, as well as infor-
mation reflecting the fact that the third data section 56 is
associated with the third part 37 in the sequence of parts
formed from the piece of data 34.
[0053] It is noted that the method of the invention may
be simultaneously applied to pieces of data belonging to
other records than the one to which the piece of data 34
belongs. The data sections 48,52,56 associated with the
parts 35-37 of the piece of data 34 belonging to one
record do not, however, contain data chunks associated
with parts of a piece of data belonging to another record.
This ensures that the first, second and third data sections
48,52,56 remain of a size appropriate to the data link 6.
It also ensures efficient processing by the second
processing device 5. In particular, when the record is
internalised again, exact copies of the first, second and
third data sections 48,52,56 are retrieved. To prevent
needless transfer of data, it is advantageous to separate
data sections created for one record from those created
for another.
[0054] Fig. 7 illustrates a specific example of a system
in which records are processed, which is well suited to
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application of the invention. The illustrated system is a
multimedia system adapted to provide access to at least
one consecutive piece of digital content and comprising
a conditional access sub-system for controlling access
to the digital content. Specifically, Fig. 7 shows a personal
video recorder 57 for recording and playing back content
data downloaded from or received in a broadcast from,
a distributor of such content.
[0055] The personal video recorder comprises a tuner
58 for tuning to a specific carrier frequency. It further com-
prises a demodulator 59 for retrieving a transport stream
including one or more elementary streams carrying digital
content. These could, for instance be MPEG-2 elemen-
tary streams or streams of MPEG-4 access units. The
elementary streams are processed by a multimedia proc-
essor 60, which has access to main memory 61 for this
purpose. The multimedia processor 60 is connected to
a system bus 62, for example an I2C bus. The multimedia
processor 60 is further connected to a video encoder 63
and an audio Digital-to-Analogue Converter (DAC) 64.
Thus, the personal video recorder is capable of making
analogue video and audio signals available to a replay
device, such as a television through appropriate outputs.
Of course, in an alternative embodiment, the personal
video recorder could also comprise an encoder for mak-
ing an output available in the shape of an (unprotected)
MPEG-2 encoded stream carried, for example over an
Ethernet or IEEE 1394 home network to one or more
home network end devices.
[0056] An interface controller 65 is also connected to
the system bus 62. The interface controller 65 relays
commands from a user to the multimedia processor 60
controlling operation of the personal video recorder 57,
and may optionally provide feedback information to the
user. For example, the interface controller could control
an infra-red port for accepting commands from a remote
control unit (not shown) or it could control a front panel
interface of the personal video recorder 57.
[0057] The personal video recorder 57 further compris-
es a disk controller 66, connected to the system bus 62,
and to an optical disk drive 67 and hard disk drive 68.
The optical disk drive 67 and hard disk drive 68 are to be
considered merely as representative of mass storage
units comprised in a secondary data storage system for
use in the method according to the invention.
[0058] The conditional access sub-system comprises
a conditional access module (CAM) 70, including a proc-
essor 71 for directing communications to and from the
conditional access module 70. The CAM 73 additionally
comprises a cryptographic co-processor 72, a dedicated
digital signal processor for carrying out encryption and/or
decryption operations. Examples of such CAMs 70 are
known from Digital Video Broadcast (DVB) implementa-
tions, in which the CAM 70 communicates with an inte-
grated receiver decoder, of which the personal video re-
corder 57 is a particular example, through a common
interface (CI). In these known implementations, the con-
ditional access module 70 comes in the shape of a PC-

MCIA card.
[0059] The conditional access sub-system further
comprises a smart card 72, carrying a smart card Inte-
grated Circuit (IC) 73. The smart card 72 preferably con-
forms to the ISO 7816-2 standard. The smart card 72
interfaces to the CAM 70 and through it to the personal
video recorder 57, by means of a physical interconnec-
tion system, comprising contact pads (not shown) on the
smart card and contact pins (not shown) in the CAM 70,
and one or more software modules implementing a com-
munication protocol.
[0060] Fig. 8 shows that the smart card IC 73 includes
a central processing unit (CPU) 74. It further includes
three types of memory module, namely a mask Read
Only Memory (mask ROM) 75, Random Access Memory
(RAM) 76 and Electronically Erasable Programmable
Read Only Memory (EEPROM) 77. Of course, the smart
card IC 73 also comprises an Input/Output (I/O) port 78
as part of the interface to the CAM 70. Alternative em-
bodiments of the smart card IC 73 could comprise a Fer-
ro-electric Random Access Memory instead of the EEP-
ROM 77.
[0061] The mask ROM 75 is non-volatile memory. The
operating system of the smart card 72 is stored in the
mask ROM 75. Examples of suitable operating systems
are MULTOS, Javacard and Windows card. Additionally,
one or more secret keys may be stored in the mask ROM
75. The RAM 76 forms the memory working space. RAM
76 is volatile memory, and all data is lost when power to
the smart card IC 72 is removed. The EEPROM 77 rep-
resents non-volatile storage memory for storing dynamic
application data.
[0062] Of the three types of memory comprised in the
smart card IC 73, the RAM 76 is generally the most ex-
pensive, followed by the EEPROM 77 and the mask ROM
75 in that order. It is consequently advantageous to keep
the amount of memory, especially of the more expensive
types, limited. By internalising and externalising records
comprised in the dynamic application data stored in a
primary data storage unit of the smart card 72, i.e. the
EEPROM 77, the smart card 72 can make do with a lim-
ited capacity EEPROM 77. By dividing pieces of data
belonging to records that are internalised and external-
ised into parts, as part of the method according to the
invention, the smart card IC 73 can manage with a RAM
76 of limited size and an I/O port 78 of limited capacity.
[0063] A broadcast system in which the multimedia
system illustrated in Fig. 7 is typically used, comprises a
subscriber management system (SMS) where the details
of all subscribers are kept. Information such as the chan-
nels and events that the subscriber is enabled for, his
payment status, whether his smart card 72 is active or
not and other information is kept on the SMS. An event
is defined as a consecutive piece of digital content, e.g.
a piece of a DVB MPEG-2 service, that is both subject
to conditional access and has associated event informa-
tion. An event is scrambled with one or more control
words as keys to the scrambling algorithm. From the
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SMS, invoices for payment of subscriptions are sent out.
The SMS controls the smart cards 72 distributed to sub-
scribers by sending commands to them via a conditional
access (CA) system. The CA system transforms these
commands into the correct format for the smart card 72
and inserts the commands into a transport stream. An-
other function of the CA system is to encrypt control
words with which an event is scrambled when it is broad-
cast to the subscribers. These encrypted control words
are transmitted together with the content that forms the
event as entitlement control messages (ECMs).
[0064] The content on offer and each event happening
in the broadcast is scheduled by a scheduling system.
The content is encoded/compressed by content servers.
The formatted data from the content servers and CA sys-
tem is multiplexed into a transport stream which is then
modulated for the appropriate broadcast network (i.e.
satellite, cable, terrestrial, internet, etc.).
[0065] The personal video recorder 57 uses the tuner
58 and demodulator 59 to recover the transport stream.
The transport stream, which is scrambled, is routed to
the conditional access module 70 by the multimedia proc-
essor 60. The conditional access sub-system de-scram-
bles the transport stream using a key hierarchy. Stored
in the smart card 72, for example in the mask ROM 75
is a key unique to the smart card 72, known as the Xkey.
In some alternative systems there can be a hierarchy of
X-keys, of which the higher level ones are called group
keys and are assigned to groups of subscribers. For sim-
plicity, this description shall assume one level only.
[0066] The multimedia system comprises one or more
software modules, of which at least some are installed
on the smart card 72 (others may be installed on the
personal video recorder 57 or CAM 70), which implement
an Event Management System (EMS). The event man-
agement system comprises an application run on the
smart card 72, which processes records containing in-
formation used to control access to events. These
records include session records and event records.
Whilst event records and session records are being proc-
essed, they are active, and stored in the EEPROM 77.
Both event records and session records can be external-
ised by transferring at least a piece of data belonging to
the record to a storage device in a secondary storage
system, for example to the hard disk drive 68 in the per-
sonal video recorder 57.
[0067] In an exemplary embodiment, event records in-
clude the following fields: an active flag, a changed flag,
a version number, a record identification, a playback
count and a count of the number of copies. The active
flag is set each time the event record is active. An event
record is active at least when the event is being recorded,
copied or played back. When an event record is active,
it is processed by the CPU 74 of the smart card and data
belonging to the record is stored in the EEPROM 77. If,
in the course of the processing of the event record, a
change is made to any of the data belonging to the event
record, the changed flag is set. The virtue of having a

changed flag is that unnecessary externalisations can be
prevented. In the preferred embodiment, when a com-
mand is received to externalise the event record, a check
is first made of the changed flag. If it is not set, external-
isation is not necessary, since the copy stored in the per-
sonal video recorder 57 is still accurate. The version
number is incremented prior to each externalisation of
the event record. The record identification allows the
event record to be identified in calls made to and by the
application program interface on the smart card 72. The
playback count and the count of the number of copies
are both types of information reflecting a playback count,
which is incremented each time the event record is made
active in order to provide access to the associated event.
This will occur whenever access is required to the event,
for example to make a copy of the event, to de-scramble
and decode it, to record it on an optical disk inserted into
the optical disk drive 67 or on the hard disk drive 68, etc.
[0068] Session records include entitlement informa-
tion and program keys (P-Keys). P-keys are needed to
decrypt the encrypted control words contained in the EC-
Ms that are received, and may be recorded as part of the
scrambled transport stream, by the personal video re-
corder 57. The P-keys and entitlement information for an
event are obtained by paying for the event, whereupon
the broadcaster’s CA system transmits one or more En-
titlement Management Messages (EMMs), comprising
the entitlement information and the P-keys, encrypted
under the X-key of the smart card 72. The smart card 72
retrieves the P-keys and entitlement information from the
EMMs and adds them to a session record. There is a
session record for each recording session, i.e. each con-
secutive period of time during which content data is re-
corded on the hard disk drive 68 or on a disk in optical
disk drive 67. Each session record is linked to one or
more event records and thus associated with the events
with which these event records are associated. Access
to one of the events is provided in the course of a viewing
session for which time the session record is active, i.e.
the data belonging to the session record is present in the
EEPROM 77. The event record is also active during play-
back of the event.
[0069] To enable externalisation and later internalisa-
tion of event and session records, the smart card 72 com-
prises an application program interface, arranged to re-
ceive and process messages from an application imple-
menting the EMS, and thus using the event and session
records. Assuming that an event has been recorded dur-
ing a session and that the P-keys needed to access the
event have been stored in an associated session record,
the application controlling the recording, and thus using
the event and session record, makes an externalisation
call to the smart card API implementing the externalisa-
tion of records when the recording has finished and no
immediate playback is required. The following descrip-
tion will focus on the externalisation of the event record,
in the understanding that externalisation of the session
record is carried out in a similar way.
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[0070] In one embodiment, the API divides a piece of
data belonging to the record, which may comprise all of
the data belonging to the record or a sub-set thereof, into
a sequence of consecutive parts. Each part is sized in
accordance with the maximum processing capacity of
the interface between the EEPROM 77 and the hard disk
drive 68 of the personal video recorder 57. The maximum
processing capacity may be determined by the size of
the RAM 76, central processing unit 74, I/O port 78, proc-
essor 70, the PCMCIA interface between the CAM 69
and the personal video recorder 57, or the size of the
system bus 62, depending on the particular implemen-
tation.
[0071] Subsequently, the API receives an externalisa-
tion message for each part, each externalisation mes-
sage represents a request to transfer a data section in-
cluding data corresponding to at least an associated part
of the piece of data to be transferred. The API generates
the data sections using the method outlined in connection
with Fig. 6. That is to say, each part of the piece of data
belonging to the event record is encrypted and an au-
thentication value is calculated for it. For each part of the
piece of data, a separate data section is created, com-
prising the calculated authentication value, the encrypted
part of the piece of data, and the position of the part in
the sequence of parts created by dividing up the piece
of data into consecutive parts. In addition, the section
comprises information reflecting the version number.
[0072] The API receives a separate externalisation
message for each data section. The data sections cre-
ated using the method illustrated in Fig. 6 are returned
one by one, each in response to an associated external-
isation message. These externalisation messages com-
prise information corresponding to the event record iden-
tification and information identifying the data section by
means of the position of the associated part of the piece
of data in the sequence of parts. Optionally, the API may
return information representing how many parts are in
the sequence in response to the first received call.
[0073] After the last data section has been transferred,
the application sends a confirmation request. If correct
externalisation is confirmed, the changed flag in the copy
of the data belonging to the record kept in the EEPROM
77 is reset. Only then may the record be made inactive
and may the piece of data belonging to the record that
was transferred for external storage be deleted from the
EEPROM 77. However, a reference data object is kept
in the EEPROM 77 for each externalised record. The
reference data object includes the record identification,
and the version number.
[0074] When the event record is internalised again, for
example to enable playback of the associated event, the
smart card API receives a call from an application using
data belonging to the event record. The API then retrieves
the data sections stored on the hard disk drive 68. Again,
the data sections are retrieved and processed separate-
ly. Where each data section includes data corresponding
to a part of a piece of data belonging to the record with

a well-defined position in a sequence, the data sections
are retrieved in order. Thus, the data section including
data corresponding to the first part in the sequence is
retrieved first. This is necessary in order to be able to
calculate a reference authentication value for each sec-
tion without having to buffer all the data sections first.
Only the reference authentication value for the first sec-
tion can be calculated without using the reference au-
thentication values calculated for one or more of the other
data sections. Note that the use of calculated reference
authentication values obviates the need for storing ref-
erence authentication values. Only an authentication key
need be stored. The authentication key can be stored in
the mask ROM 75, which is less expensive than the EEP-
ROM 77. Alternatively, it can be stored in the EEPROM
77 to allow a change of authentication key during the
lifetime of the smart card 72.
[0075] The data section is decrypted using the encryp-
tion key stored in the smart card 72 (it is assumed that a
symmetric algorithm is used). Then, the version number
included with the data section is compared with the cal-
culated reference authentication value and the version
number of the event record is compared with the version
number stored in the reference data object stored in the
EEPROM 77. If both are correct, the process is repeated
for each of the subsequent data sections, and the piece
of data belonging to the event record is re-assembled in
the EEPROM 77. After that, the event record can be ac-
tivated and data retrieved from it to allow the conditional
access sub-system to control the playback, copying or
other use of an event stored on the hard disk drive 68.
[0076] Because data belonging to the event record is
stored externally in encrypted form, it is difficult for hack-
ers to, for example, modify the playback count down-
wards to enable more viewings than are allowed accord-
ing to the entitlement information in a session record.
Even if the hacker has deduced the encryption key, then
the authentication key would be needed to calculated a
new authentication value for a data section containing
information corresponding to the downwardly modified
playback count. Because chaining is used, the authenti-
cation values for all the other data sections associated
with the event record would also be needed. It is not
possible to simply make a copy of an earlier data section,
because its version number does not match the version
number stored in the reference data object in the EEP-
ROM 77 of the smart card 72, so such earlier data sec-
tions will not lead to a successful internalisation of the
event record.
[0077] The inclusion of a version number in the refer-
ence data object remaining in the EEPROM 77 of the
smart card 72 and in the data sections transferred to the
hard disk drive 68 enables a process for replacing a first
smart card by a second smart card to be implemented.
A second smart card is provided with data corresponding
to the data in the reference data object in the first smart
card, preferably from a trusted third party, such as the
CA system broadcasting data to the personal video re-
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corder 57. The second smart card can then internalise
the record using the data provided. When it subsequently
externalises the record again, the version number is in-
cremented. Thus, the first smart card will no longer inter-
nalise the record, because it is storing a reference data
object with the previous version number for the record.
Of course, the second smart card should be provided
with the encryption and authentication key, as well as the
reference data object.
[0078] The invention is not limited to the embodiments
described above, but may be varied upon within the
scope of the attached claims. For instance, the system
comprising the personal video recorder 57 and condition-
al access module 69 with inserted smart card 72 is rep-
resentative of similar multimedia systems which are sim-
ilarly well-suited to application of the invention. This in-
cludes systems including a set-top box instead of the
personal video recorder, a personal computer with asso-
ciated peripheral hardware to receive digital content pro-
tected by a method of conditional access, or a personal
video recorder arranged to receive an analogue signal.

Claims

1. Method of external data storage in a system includ-
ing
a primary processing device (1;72), having a proc-
essor (2;74) and a primary data storage unit (4;77),
adapted to process active records in the processor
(2;74) and configured to store data belonging to ac-
tive records in the primary data storage unit (4;77);
and
a secondary data storage system (5;57,69), acces-
sible to the primary processing device (1;72), which
method includes loading data belonging to an active
record into the primary data storage unit (4;77) and
externalising the record by transferring at least a
piece (34) of data belonging to the record to the sec-
ondary data storage system (5; 57, 69) for storage,
characterised in that
the method includes storing information reflecting a
version count for the externalised record and incre-
menting the version count prior to externalising the
record.

2. Method according to claim 1, including storing a ref-
erence data object (11) in a data storage unit (4;77)
of the primary processing device (1;72) for each ex-
ternalised record, including a unique identifier and a
copy of the information reflecting the version count.

3. Method according to claim 1 or 2, including transfer-
ring at least one data section (48,52,56) including
data corresponding to at least an associated part
(35-37) of the piece (34) of data and data corre-
sponding to the information reflecting the version
count to the secondary data storage system (5;

57,69).

4. Method according to any one of claims 1-3, including
determining whether any data belonging to an active
record has been changed after loading into the pri-
mary data storage unit (4;77) and incrementing the
version count only after determining that some data
belonging to the active record has been changed.

5. Method according to any one of claims 1-4, including
setting a flag in an active record if any data belonging
to the record is modified after loading into the primary
data storage unit (4;77), wherein the record is only
externalised after determining that the flag has been
set.

6. Method of internalising a record in a system including
a primary processing device (1;72), having a proc-
essor (2;74) and a primary data storage unit (4;77),
adapted to process active records in the processor
(2;74) and configured to store data belonging to an
active record in the primary data storage unit (4;77);
and
a secondary data storage system (5;57,69), acces-
sible to the primary processing device (1;72), and
arranged to store a piece (34) of data transferred by
means of a method according to any one of claims
1-5, wherein at least one data section (48,52,56) in-
cluding data (41-43) corresponding to at least an as-
sociated part (35-37) of the piece (34) of data is re-
trieved from the secondary data storage system (5;
57,69),
characterised in that
a data section (48,52,56) including information re-
flecting a version count for the externalised record
is received and the version count is compared with
a reference version count.

7. Method according to claim 6, wherein the parts
(35-37) of the piece (34) of data are only retrieved
from the corresponding data (41-43) included in the
data sections (48,52,56) and loaded into the primary
data storage unit (4;77) if the version count corre-
sponds to the reference version count.

8. Method according to claim 6 or 7, including retrieving
the reference version count from a reference data
object (11) for the externalised record, stored in a
data storage unit (4;77) of the primary processing
device (1).

9. Method according to any one of claims 6-8, including
receiving the reference version count from a trusted
third party system.

10. Method according to any one of claims 6-8, including
receiving the reference version count from the sec-
ondary storage system (5;57,69).
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11. Method of processing records in a multimedia sys-
tem (57,69,72), adapted to provide access to at least
one consecutive piece of digital content forming an
event and including a conditional access sub-system
(69,72) arranged to control access to the event in
accordance with information contained in at least
one record, wherein the multimedia system
(57,69,72) includes a secure primary processing de-
vice (72), having a processor (74) and a primary data
storage unit (77), adapted to run at least one appli-
cation program for processing active records in the
processor (74) when an event is being accessed and
configured to store data belonging to an active record
in the primary data storage unit (77); and
a secondary data storage system (57,69), accessi-
ble to the primary processing device (72), charac-
terised by the application of a method according to
any one of claims 1-10.

12. Method according to claim 11, including making at
least one event record associated with an event ac-
tive when the associated event is being accessed.

13. Method according to claim 12, wherein an event
record includes information reflecting a playback
count, which method includes incrementing a play-
back count when the event record is made active.

14. Method according to any one of claims 11-13,
wherein access to an event is provided during a ses-
sion associated with the event and the method in-
cludes making a session record, associated with the
session, active in the course of the associated ses-
sion.

15. Method according to claim 14, including, in the
course of a session, receiving encrypted data for pro-
viding access to the associated event, retrieving at
least one key (40) from the associated session
record, decrypting the encrypted data and returning
the decrypted data.

16. Method according to claim 14, including, in the
course of a session, receiving access data for pro-
viding access to an event and storing the access
data in a session record associated with a session
associated with the event.

17. Primary processing device, having a processor (2;
74) and a primary data storage unit (4;77), adapted
to process active records in the processor (2;74),
configured to store data belonging to an active record
in the primary data storage unit (4;77), and adapted
to execute a method according to any one of claims
1-16.

18. Computer program means which, when run by a pri-
mary processing device (1;72) having a processor

(2;74) and a primary data storage unit (4;77), enable
the primary processing device (1;72) to execute a
method according to any one of claims 1-16.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum externen Speichern von Daten in ei-
nem System, aufweisend:

eine primäre Verarbeitungsvorrichtung (1, 72),
die einen Prozessor (2, 74) und eine primäre
Datenspeichereinheit (4, 77) aufweist, die zum
Verarbeiten von aktive Datensätzen in dem Pro-
zessor (2, 74) eingerichtet ist und zum Spei-
chern von zu aktiven Datensätzen gehörenden
Daten in der primären Datenspeichereinheit (4,
77) konfiguriert ist, und
ein sekundäres Datenspeichersystem (5, 57,
69), auf das die primäre Verarbeitungsvorrich-
tung (1, 72) zugreifen kann, wobei das Verfah-
ren aufweist:

Laden von zu einem aktiven Datensatz ge-
hörenden Daten in die primäre Datenspei-
chereinheit (4, 77) und
Externalisieren des Datensatzes durch
Übertragen mindestens eines zu dem Da-
tensatz gehörenden Datenelements (34)
zum Speichern an das sekundäre Daten-
speichersystem (5, 57, 69),
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
das Verfahren das Speichern von eine Ver-
sionszählung für den externalisierten Da-
tensatz reflektierenden Informationen und
das Inkrementieren der Versionszählung
vor dem Externalisieren des Datensatzes
aufweist.

2. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, aufweisend das Spei-
chern eines Referenzdatenobjekts (11) in einer Da-
tenspeichereinheit (4, 77) der primären Verarbei-
tungsvorrichtung (1, 72) für jeden externalisierten
Datensatz, das einen eindeutigen Identifizierer und
eine Kopie der Informationen aufweist, die die Ver-
sionszählung reflektieren.

3. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1 oder 2, aufweisend
das Übertragen an das sekundäre Datenspeicher-
system (5, 57, 69) mindestens eines Datenab-
schnitts (48, 52, 56), der aufweist: Daten, die min-
destens einem verknüpften Teil (35-37) des Daten-
elements (34) entsprechen, und Daten, die den In-
formationen entsprechen, die die Versionszählung
reflektieren.

4. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, auf-
weisend: Ermitteln, ob irgendwelche zu einem akti-
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ven Datensatz gehörenden Daten nach dem Laden
in die primäre Datenspeichereinheit (4, 77) geändert
wurden, und Inkrementieren der Versionszählung
nur nach dem Ermitteln, dass einige zu dem aktiven
Datensatz gehörende Daten geändert wurden.

5. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, auf-
weisend das Setzen einer Markierung in einem ak-
tiven Datensatz, wenn irgendwelche zu dem Daten-
satz gehörenden Daten nach dem Laden in die pri-
märe Datenspeichereinheit (4, 77) modifiziert wer-
den, wobei der Datensatz nur nach dem Ermitteln,
dass die Markierung gesetzt wurde, externalisiert
wird.

6. Verfahren zum Internalisieren eines Datensatzes in
ein System, aufweisend:

eine primäre Verarbeitungsvorrichtung (1, 72),
die einen Prozessor (2, 74) und eine primäre
Datenspeichereinheit (4, 77) aufweist, die zum
verarbeiten von aktiven Datensätzen in dem
Prozessor (2, 74) eingerichtet ist und zum Spei-
chern von zu einem aktiven Datensatz gehören-
den Daten in der primären Datenspeichereinheit
(4, 77) konfiguriert ist, und
ein sekundäres Datenspeichersystem (5, 57,
69), auf das die primäre Verarbeitungsvorrich-
tung (1, 72) zugreifen kann und das zum Spei-
chern eines mittels eines Verfahrens gemäß ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5 übertragenen Da-
tenelements (34) eingerichtet ist, wobei minde-
stens ein Datenabschnitt (48, 52, 56), der Daten
(41-43) aufweist, die mindestens einem ver-
knüpften Teil (35-37) des Datenelements (34)
entsprechen, aus dem sekundären Datenspei-
chersystem (5, 57, 69) wiedergewonnen wird,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

ein Datenabschnitt (48, 52, 56), der Infor-
mationen aufweist, die eine Versionszäh-
lung für den externalisierten Datensatz re-
flektieren, empfangen wird und die Versi-
onszählung mit einer Referenz-Versions-
zählung verglichen wird.

7. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 6, wobei die Teile
(35-37) des Datenelements (34) nur dann aus den
entsprechenden in den Datenabschnitten (48, 52,
56) enthaltenen und in die primäre Datenspeicher-
einheit (4, 77) geladenen Daten (41-43) wiederge-
wonnen werden, wenn die Versionszählung der Re-
ferenz-Versionszählung entspricht.

8. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 6 oder 7, aufweisend
das Wiedergewinnen der Referenz-Versionszäh-
lung aus einem Referenzdatenobjekt (11) für den
externalisierten Datensatz, das in einer Datenspei-

chereinheit (4, 77) der primären Verarbeitungsvor-
richtung (1) gespeichert ist.

9. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 8, auf-
weisend das Empfangen der Referenz-Versions-
zählung von einem zuverlässigen Drittsystem.

10. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 8, auf-
weisend das Empfangen der Referenz-Versions-
zählung von dem sekundären Speichersystem (5,
57, 69).

11. Verfahren zum Verarbeiten von Datensätzen in ei-
nem Multimediasystem (57, 69, 72), das zum Bereit-
stellen von Zugriff auf mindestens ein fortlaufendes
Element von ein Ereignis bildendem digitalem Inhalt
eingerichtet ist und ein bedingterzugriff-Teilsystem
(69, 72) aufweist, das zum Steuern des Zugriffs auf
das Ereignis gemäß in mindestens einem Datensatz
enthaltenen Informationen eingerichtet ist, wobei
das Multimediasystem (57, 69, 72) aufweist:

eine sichere primäre Verarbeitungsvorrichtung
(72), die einen Prozessor (74) und eine primäre
Datenspeichereinheit (77) aufweist, die einge-
richtet ist zum Betreiben mindestens eines An-
wendungsprogramms zum Verarbeiten von ak-
tiven Datensätzen in dem Prozessor (74), wenn
auf ein Ereignis zugegriffen wird, und die zum
Speichern von zu einem aktiven Datensatz ge-
hörenden Daten in der primären Datenspeicher-
einheit (77) konfiguriert ist, und
ein sekundäres Datenspeichersystem (57, 69),
auf das die primäre Verarbeitungsvorrichtung
(72) zugreifen kann, gekennzeichnet durch
die Anwendung eines Verfahrens gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 10.

12. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 11, aufweisend das Ak-
tivieren mindestens eines mit einem Ereignis ver-
knüpften Ereignisdatensatzes, wenn auf das ver-
knüpfte Ereignis zugegriffen wird.

13. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 12, wobei ein Ereignis-
datensatz Informationen aufweist, die eine Wieder-
gabezählung reflektieren, wobei das Verfahren das
Inkrementieren einer Wiedergabezählung aufweist,
wenn der Ereignisdatensatz aktiviert wird.

14. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 11 bis 13,
wobei der Zugriff auf ein Ereignis während einer Sit-
zung, die mit dem Ereignis verknüpft ist, bereitge-
stellt wird, und wobei das Verfahren das Aktivieren
eines mit der Sitzung verknüpften Sitzungsdatensat-
zes während der verknüpften Sitzung aufweist.

15. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 14, während einer Sit-
zung das Empfangen von verschlüsselten Daten
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zum Bereitstellen von Zugriff auf das verknüpfte Er-
eignis, das Wiedergewinnen mindestens eines
Schlüssels (40) aus dem verknüpften Sitzungsda-
tensatz, das Entschlüsseln der verschlüsselten Da-
ten und das Zurückgeben der entschlüsselten Daten
aufweisend.

16. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 14, während einer Sit-
zung das Empfangen von Zugriffsdaten zum Bereit-
stellen von Zugriff auf ein Ereignis und das Spei-
chern der Zugriffsdaten in einem Sitzungsdatensatz
aufweisend, der mit einer Sitzung verknüpft ist, die
mit dem Ereignis verknüpft ist.

17. Primäre Verarbeitungsvorrichtung, aufweisend ei-
nen Prozessor (2, 74) und eine primäre Datenspei-
chereinheit (4, 77), die zum Verarbeiten von aktiven
Datensätzen in dem Prozessor (2, 74) eingerichtet
ist, zum Speichern von zu einem aktiven Datensatz
gehörenden Daten in der primären Datenspeicher-
einheit (4, 77) konfiguriert ist und zum Durchführen
eines Verfahrens gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
16 eingerichtet ist.

18. Computerprogrammmittel, die, wenn sie von einer
primären Verarbeitungsvorrichtung (1, 72) betrieben
werden, die einen Prozessor (2, 74) und eine primäre
Datenspeichereinheit (4, 77) aufweist, der primären
Verarbeitungsvorrichtung (1, 72) das Durchführen
eines Verfahrens gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
16 ermöglichen.

Revendications

1. Procédé de stockage externe de données dans un
système comprenant un dispositif de traitement prin-
cipal (1 ; 72), comprenant un processeur (2 ; 74) et
une unité de stockage de données principale (4 ; 77),
adaptée pour traiter des enregistrements actifs dans
le processeur (2 ; 74) et configurée pour stocker des
données appartenant à des enregistrements actifs
dans l’unité de stockage de données principale (4 ;
77) ; et
un système de stockage de données auxiliaire (5 ;
57, 69), accessible au dispositif de traitement prin-
cipal (1 ; 72), le procédé comprenant
le chargement de données appartenant à un enre-
gistrement actif dans l’unité de stockage de données
principale (4 ; 77) et
l’extemalisation de l’enregistrement en transférant
au moins un élément (34) de données appartenant
à l’enregistrement vers le système de stockage de
données auxiliaire (5 ; 57, 69) pour le stockage,
caractérisé en ce que
le procédé comprend le stockage d’informations re-
flétant un numéro de version pour l’enregistrement
externalisé et incrémentant le numéro de version

avant d’externaliser l’enregistrement.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant le
stockage d’un objet de données de référence (11)
dans une unité de stockage de données (4 ; 77) du
dispositif de traitement principal (1 ; 72) pour chaque
enregistrement extemalisé, comprenant un identifi-
cateur unique et une copie des informations reflétant
le numéro de version.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant
le transfert d’au moins une section de données (48,
52, 56) comprenant des données correspondant à
au moins une partie associée (35-37) de l’élément
(34) de données et des données correspondant aux
informations reflétant le numéro de version au sys-
tème de stockage de données auxiliaire (5 ; 57, 69).

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3, comprenant la détermination du fait que n’im-
porte quelle donnée appartenant à un enregistre-
ment actif a été changée après le chargement dans
l’unité de stockage de données principale (4 ; 77) et
l’incrémentation du numéro de version seulement
après la détermination du fait que certaines données
appartenant à l’enregistrement actif ont été chan-
gées.

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 4, comprenant l’activation d’un indicateur dans
un enregistrement actif si n’importe quelle donnée
appartenant à l’enregistrement est modifiée après le
chargement dans l’unité de stockage de données
principale (4 ; 77), dans lequel l’enregistrement est
externalisé seulement après la détermination que
l’indicateur a été activé.

6. Procédé d’internalisation d’un enregistrement dans
un système comprenant un dispositif de traitement
principal (1 ; 72), comprenant un processeur (2 ; 74)
et une unité de stockage de données principale (4 ;
77), adaptée pour traiter des enregistrements actifs
dans le processeur (2 ; 74) et configurée pour stoc-
ker des données appartenant à des enregistrements
actifs dans l’unité de stockage de données principale
(4 ; 77) ; et
un système de stockage de données auxiliaire (5 ;
57, 69), accessible au dispositif de traitement prin-
cipal (1 ; 72), et agencé pour stocker un élément (34)
de données transférées au moyen d’un procédé se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans
lequel au moins une section de données (48, 52, 56)
comprenant des données (41-43) correspondant à
au moins une partie associée (35-37) de l’élément
(34) de données est récupérée à partir du système
de stockage de données auxiliaire (5 ; 57, 69),
caractérisé en ce que
une section de données (48, 52, 56) comprenant des
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informations reflétant un numéro de version pour
l’enregistrement externalisé est reçue et le numéro
de version est comparé à un numéro de version de
référence.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel les
parties (35-37) de l’élément (34) de données sont
enregistrées seulement à partir des données corres-
pondantes (41-43) comprises dans les sections de
données (48, 52, 56) et chargées dans l’unité de
stockage de données principale (4 ; 77) si le numéro
de version correspond au numéro de version de ré-
férence.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 6 ou 7, comprenant
la récupération du numéro de version de référence
à partir d’un objet de données de référence (11) pour
l’enregistrement externalisé, stocké dans une unité
de stockage de données (4 ; 77) du dispositif de trai-
tement principal (1).

9. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
6 à 8, comprenant la réception du numéro de version
de référence à partir d’un système tiers de confiance.

10. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
6 à 8, comprenant la réception du numéro de version
de référence à partir du système de stockage auxi-
liaire (5 ; 57, 69).

11. Procédé de traitement d’enregistrements dans un
système multimédia (57, 69, 72), adapté pour fournir
un accès à au moins un élément consécutif de con-
tenu numérique formant un événement et compre-
nant un sous-système d’accès conditionnel (69, 72)
agencé pour contrôler l’accès à l’événement en fonc-
tion d’informations contenues dans au moins un en-
registrement, dans lequel le système multimédia
(57, 69, 72) comprend un dispositif de traitement
principal sécurisé (72), comprenant un processeur
(74) et une unité de stockage de données principale
(77), adapté pour exécuter au moins un programme
d’application pour traiter des enregistrements actifs
dans le processeur (74) quand un événement a été
accédé et configuré pour stocker des données ap-
partenant à un enregistrement actif dans l’unité de
stockage de données principale (77) ; et
un système de stockage de données auxiliaire (57,
69), accessible pour le dispositif de traitement prin-
cipal (72), caractérisé par
l’application d’un procédé selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 10.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 11, comprenant le
fait de rendre actif au moins un enregistrement
d’événement avec un événement quand l’événe-
ment associé a été accédé.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 12, dans lequel un
enregistrement d’événement comprend des infor-
mations reflétant un nombre de lectures, lequel pro-
cédé comprend l’incrémentation d’un nombre de lec-
tures quand l’enregistrement d’événement est rendu
actif.

14. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
11 à 13, dans lequel un accès à un événement est
fourni durant une session associée à l’événement et
le procédé comprend le fait de rendre actif un enre-
gistrement de session, associé à la session, au cours
de la session associée.

15. Procédé selon la revendication 14, comprenant, au
cours d’une session, la réception de données chif-
frées pour fournir l’accès à l’événement associé, la
récupération d’au moins une clé (40) à partir de l’en-
registrement de session associé, le déchiffrage des
données chiffrées et le renvoi des données déchif-
frées.

16. Procédé selon la revendication 14, comprenant, au
cours d’une session, la réception de données d’ac-
cès pour fournir l’accès à un événement et le stoc-
kage des données d’accès dans un enregistrement
de session associé à une session associée à l’évé-
nement.

17. Dispositif de traitement principal, comprenant un
processeur (2 ; 74) et une unité de stockage de don-
nées principale (4 ; 77), adapté pour traiter des en-
registrements actifs dans le processeur (2 ; 74), con-
figuré pour stocker des données appartenant à un
enregistrement actif dans l’unité de stockage de don-
nées principale (4 ; 77), et adapté pour exécuter un
procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 16.

18. Moyen de programme d’ordinateur qui, quand il est
exécuté par un dispositif de traitement principal (1 ;
72) comprenant un processeur (2 ; 74) et une unité
de stockage de données principale (4 ; 77), permet
au dispositif de traitement principal (1 ; 72) d’exécu-
ter un procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 16.
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