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(54) INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE CONTROLLER

(57) Disclosed is an internal combustion engine con-
trol device that includes a particulate matter sensor (2)
which has a pair of electrodes (8, 10) disposed at a dis-
tance from each other and measures the amount of par-
ticulate matter in a gaseous body, and elimination means
(16) for burning and eliminating particulate matter at-
tached to the particulate matter sensor. The control de-
vice performs a particulate matter elimination process to
judge whether the amount of particulate matter attached
to the particulate matter sensor is smaller than a refer-
ence particulate matter amount that is predefined as the

minimum amount of remaining particulate matter re-
quired to bring the pair of electrodes into electrical con-
duction at one or more spots. When the amount of par-
ticulate matter is judged to be smaller than the reference
particulate matter amount, the control device causes the
elimination means to terminate the particulate matter
elimination process. This makes it possible to detect the
amount of particulate matter in accordance with a sensor
output even immediately after the particulate matter elim-
ination process while reducing the amount of power con-
sumed to eliminate the particulate matter accumulated
on a sensor element section.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a control device
for an internal combustion engine. More specifically, the
present invention relates to an internal combustion en-
gine control device having a particulate matter sensor
that is installed in an exhaust path of an internal combus-
tion engine to detect the amount of particulate matter in
exhaust gas.

Background Art

[0002] As disclosed in Patent Document 1, a sensor is
conventionally known that detects the amount of partic-
ulate matter (hereinafter may be referred to as PM) in
exhaust gas of an internal combustion engine. The sen-
sor disclosed in Patent Document 1 includes an insula-
tion layer on which the PM is to be deposited, and a pair
of electrodes which are disposed on the insulation layer
with those positioned apart from each other. When the
sensor comes into contact with the exhaust gas so that
the PM in the exhaust gas is accumulated between the
electrodes, electrical conductivity between the elec-
trodes changes in accordance with the amount of accu-
mulated PM, thereby changing the resistance between
the electrodes. Therefore, when changes in the resist-
ance between the electrodes are detected, the amount
of PM accumulated between the electrodes is detected.
Thus, the amount of PM in the exhaust gas is estimated.
[0003] When the amount of accumulated PM exceeds
a certain value, the resistance value between the elec-
trodes does not change anymore so that the sensor is
no longer able to generate an output value in accordance
with the amount of accumulated PM. A technology dis-
closed in Patent Document 1, on the other hand, performs
a PM reset by heating the sensor for a predetermined
period of time with a heater built in the sensor to burn
and eliminate the accumulated PM when the amount of
accumulated PM is increased.

Prior Art Literature

Patent Documents

[0004]

Patent Document 1: JP-A-2009-144577
Patent Document 2: JP-A-2009-144512

Summary of the Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0005] The technology disclosed in Patent Document
1 heats the sensor for a predetermined period of time to
burn and eliminate the PM. When this PM reset is per-

formed, the PM accumulated on the insulation layer is
eliminated completely or almost completely. However,
the heater generally consumes a large amount of elec-
trical power to eliminate the PM accumulated on the sen-
sor virtually completely. It is therefore desired that the
amount of such power consumption be reduced.
[0006] Further, when the PM is eliminated virtually
completely by the PM reset, there is no electrical con-
duction between the sensor electrodes. For a certain pe-
riod of time after the PM reset, therefore, the electrodes
are insulated from each other to exhibit a high resistance.
Thus, the resulting sensor output value is close to 0 (ze-
ro). In other words, the sensor output cannot be obtained
in accordance with the amount of accumulated PM until
the PM is accumulated between the electrodes to form
an electrically conductive path between the electrodes
through the PM, after the PM reset. Hence, changes in
the amount of PM in the exhaust gas cannot be deter-
mined before the electrodes are brought into electrical
conduction.
[0007] Therefore, when, for instance, a PM filter in-
stalled upstream of the sensor becomes defective, the
amount of PM in the exhaust gas may drastically increase
within a short period of time. However, when the
above-described conventional PM reset is performed,
such an extraordinary change in the amount of PM may
not be detected for a certain period of time after the PM
reset. The failure to detect such a change in the amount
of PM should be avoided. It is demanded that the amount
of PM be consistently determined for a longer period of
time.
[0008] An object of the present invention is to solve the
above problem and provide an improved internal com-
bustion engine control device that is capable of detecting
the amount of PM in accordance with a sensor output
even immediately after the elimination of PM while re-
ducing the amount of electrical power consumed to elim-
inate the PM accumulated on a sensor element section.

Means for Solving the Problem

[0009] In accomplish the above object, according to a
first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a
control device for an internal combustion engine, includ-
ing: a particulate matter sensor that includes a pair of
electrodes disposed at a distance from each other and
measures an amount of particulate matter in a gaseous
body; elimination means for burning and eliminating par-
ticulate matter attached to the particulate matter sensor;
particulate matter amount judgment means for judging
whether the amount of particulate matter attached to the
particulate matter sensor is smaller than a reference par-
ticulate matter amount that is predefined as a minimum
amount of remaining particulate matter required to bring
the pair of electrodes into electrical conduction at one or
more spots; and elimination process control means for
causing the elimination means to terminate a process of
eliminating the particulate matter when the amount of
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particulate matter is judged to be smaller than the refer-
ence particulate matter amount.
[0010] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided control device as described
in the first aspect, the control device further including
reference time setup means for setting, as a reference
time, a time required for the elimination process to de-
crease the amount of particulate matter to the reference
particulate matter amount in accordance with an operat-
ing status of the internal combustion engine. The partic-
ulate matter amount judgment means judges whether
the amount of particulate matter is smaller than the ref-
erence particulate matter amount by determining wheth-
er the elimination process is performed for the reference
time.
[0011] According to a third aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided control device as described in the
first or the second aspect, the control device further in-
cluding sensor output detection means for detecting an
output of the particulate matter sensor. The particulate
matter amount judgment means judges whether the
amount of particulate matter is smaller than the reference
particulate matter amount by determining whether the
output of the particulate matter sensor is lower than a
reference output that is set as a particulate matter sensor
output that is equivalent to the reference particulate mat-
ter amount.
[0012] According to a fourth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided control device as described in
the third aspect, the control device further including: tem-
perature detection means for detecting a temperature of
an element section of the particulate matter sensor; and
reference output setup means for setting the reference
output in accordance with the temperature detected by
the temperature detection means.
[0013] According to a fifth aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided control device as described in the
first or the second aspect, the control device further in-
cluding: temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of the particulate matter sensor; and
heat generation amount calculation means for calculat-
ing an amount of heat generated by the particulate matter
sensor in accordance with the temperature detected by
the temperature detection means. The particulate matter
amount judgment means judges whether the amount of
particulate matter is smaller than the reference particu-
late matter amount by determining whether the amount
of generated heat is larger than a reference heat gener-
ation amount.
[0014] According to a sixth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided control device as described in
the first or the second aspect, the control device further
including: temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of the particulate matter sensor; heat gen-
eration amount calculation means for calculating an
amount of heat generated by the particulate matter sen-
sor in accordance with the temperature detected by the
temperature detection means; and integrated heat gen-

eration amount detection means for detecting an inte-
grated amount of heat generated since a beginning of
the elimination process. The particulate matter amount
judgment means judges whether the amount of particu-
late matter is smaller than the reference particulate mat-
ter amount by determining whether the integrated
amount is larger than a reference integrated heat gener-
ation amount.
[0015] According to a seventh aspect of the present
invention, there is provided control device as described
in the first or the second aspect, the control device further
including: temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of the particulate matter sensor; and tem-
perature change calculation means for calculating a
change in the temperature of the particulate matter sen-
sor. The particulate matter amount judgment means
judges whether the amount of particulate matter is small-
er than the reference particulate matter amount by de-
termining whether the temperature change is smaller
than a reference temperature change amount.
[0016] According to a eighth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided control device as described in
the any one of the fourth to the seventh aspect, wherein
the temperature detection means is a temperature sen-
sor that is installed near the pair of electrodes of the par-
ticulate matter sensor.
[0017] According to a ninth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided control device as described in
the any one of the first to the eighth aspect, wherein the
elimination means is a heater installed near the pair of
electrodes; and wherein the elimination process control
means supplies electrical power having a fixed pulse
width to the heater to heat the pair of electrodes and burn
the particulate matter.
[0018] According to a tenth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided control device as described in
the any one of the first to the ninth aspect, wherein the
elimination means is a heater installed near the pair of
electrodes; wherein the pair of electrodes each have a
dense area where the electrodes are relatively densely
disposed; and wherein the heater mainly heats the dense
area of the pair of electrodes.

Advantages of the Invention

[0019]  According to the first aspect of the present in-
vention, the process of eliminating the particulate matter
is terminated when the amount of particulate matter is
smaller than a reference particulate matter amount that
is predefined as the minimum amount of remaining par-
ticulate matter required to bring the pair of electrodes into
electrical conduction at one or more spots. Hence, even
immediately after the process of eliminating the particu-
late matter, the sensor output changes in accordance
with the amount of accumulated particulate matter.
Therefore, the measurement of the amount of particulate
matter in a gaseous body can be resumed immediately
after the process of eliminating the particulate matter.
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Further, as the elimination process terminates at a timing
when the amount of remaining particulate matter is equal
to the reference particulate matter amount, the duration
of the elimination process can be minimized. This makes
it possible to let the particulate matter sensor measure
the amount of particulate matter for an increased period
of time and reduce, for instance, the amount of electrical
power consumed to perform the elimination process.
[0020] According to the second aspect of the present
invention, the duration of the elimination process for de-
creasing the amount of particulate matter to the reference
particulate matter amount is set in accordance with the
operating state, and the timing when the elimination proc-
ess terminates is determined on the basis of the duration
of the elimination process. Therefore, the elimination
process can be performed for an optimum period of time
in accordance with the operating state. In addition, the
elimination process can be terminated with increased
certainty when the amount of remaining particulate mat-
ter is equal to the reference particulate matter amount.
Further, as the duration of the elimination process can
be set as described above to ensure that it is optimized
and is no more than adequate, the amount of electrical
power consumed to perform the elimination process is
minimized.
[0021] According to the third aspect of the present in-
vention, whether the elimination process should be ter-
minated is determined by judging whether the output of
the particulate matter sensor is lower than the predefined
reference output. The reference output is set as a sensor
output that is equivalent to the reference particulate mat-
ter amount. Therefore, the elimination process can be
terminated unfailingly at an optimum timing when the
amount of remaining particulate matter is equal to the
reference particulate matter amount.
[0022] According to the fourth aspect of the present
invention, the reference output, which is used as the basis
for determining whether the elimination process should
be terminated, can be set in accordance with the tem-
perature of the element section of the particulate matter
sensor. Therefore, even when the temperature of the par-
ticulate matter sensor varies greatly during the elimina-
tion process, the reference output, which serves as the
basis for determination, can be set to an output value
that corresponds to the reference particulate matter
amount prevailing at the temperature. Consequently, the
elimination process can be terminated at a better timing.
[0023] According to any one of the fifth to seventh as-
pects of the present invention, the amount of heat gen-
erated by the particulate matter sensor, the cumulative
amount of heat generated by the particulate matter sen-
sor, or a change in the temperature of the particulate
matter sensor is detected in accordance with a detected
temperature of the particulate matter sensor. Further, the
timing at which the process of eliminating the particulate
matter is terminated is determined. When the process of
eliminating the particulate matter is performed, heat gen-
eration occurs in accordance with the amount of burned

particulate matter. Therefore, the timing at which the
elimination process terminates can be properly deter-
mined in accordance with the amount of heat generated
by the particulate matter sensor, the cumulative amount
of heat generated by the particulate matter sensor, or a
change in the temperature of the particulate matter sen-
sor.
[0024] According to the eighth aspect of the present
invention, the temperature sensor installed near the pair
of electrodes detects a temperature. Therefore, changes
in the temperature of the electrodes and the amount of
heat generated by the electrodes can be detected with
increased accuracy.
[0025] According to the ninth aspect of the present in-
vention, the elimination process is performed by supply-
ing electrical power having a fixed pulse width to the heat-
er. As this makes it possible to locally heat the electrodes
for a short period of time, the amount of electrical power
consumption can be reduced.
[0026] According to the tenth aspect of the present in-
vention, the heater mainly heats an area where the pair
of electrodes are relatively densely disposed. Therefore,
the electrodes can be heated with increased efficiency
during the elimination process. This makes it possible to
reduce the amount of electrical power consumed during
the elimination process.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0027]

[Fig.1] Fig. 1 is schematic diagram illustrating a PM
sensor according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
[fig.2] Fig. 2 is schematic diagram illustrating a con-
figuration of a sensor element section of the PM sen-
sor according to the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[Fig.3] Fig. 3 is schematic diagram illustrating a con-
figuration of a sensor element section of the PM sen-
sor according to the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[Fig.4] Fig. 4 is a set of diagrams illustrating how the
PM is accumulated on the PM sensor according to
the first embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig.5] Fig. 5 is a graph illustrating the relationship
between the reference time and the operating status
of the internal combustion engine according to the
first embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig.6] Fig. 6 is a graph illustrating how the sensor
output changes when the PM reset is performed in
the first embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig.7] Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a control rou-
tine that is executed by the control device according
to the first embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig.8] Fig. 8 is a graph illustrating the element tem-
perature of the PM sensor during the PM reset ac-
cording to second embodiment of the present inven-
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tion.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a control rou-
tine that is executed by the control device in the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig.10] Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a control
routine that is executed by the control device in the
third embodiment of the present invention.

Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0028] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. In each of the drawings, identical or corresponding
parts or elements will be designated by the same refer-
ence numerals to simplify or omit the description thereof.

First Embodiment

[Overall System Configuration of First Embodiment]

[0029] Figs. 1 and 2 are schematic diagrams illustrat-
ing a PM sensor (particulate matter sensor) according to
an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 1 is an over-
all view of the PM sensor. Fig. 2 is a partially enlarged
view of a sensor element section. As shown in Fig. 1, the
PM sensor 2 includes a cover 4 and an element section
6 which is positioned in a space inside the cover 4. The
cover 4 has a plurality of holes that permits a gaseous
body to pass therethrough. When the PM sensor 2 is
used, the cover 4 is placed in an exhaust path of an in-
ternal combustion engine so that an exhaust gas flows
into the cover 4 through the plurality of holes in the cover
4. The element section 6 is then brought into contact with
the exhaust gas.
[0030] As shown in Fig. 2, a pair of electrodes 8, 10
are mounted on a surface of the element section 6. The
pair of electrodes 8, 10 are not in contact with each other
and are disposed at a predetermined distance from each
other. The electrodes 8, 10 each have a dense area
where the electrodes are relatively densely disposed.
More specifically, the electrodes 8, 10 each include an
electrically-conductive part 8a, 10a, which is disposed in
an area other than the dense area and extended in the
longitudinal direction of the element section 6. Mean-
while, the dense area, which is positioned close to the
leading end of the element section 6, includes the elec-
trically-conductive parts 8a, 10a and a plurality of elec-
trically-conductive parts 8b, 10b, which are formed in a
direction perpendicular to the electrically-conductive
parts 8a, 10b. In other words, the electrodes 8, 10 each
have the electrically-conductive parts 8b, 10b that are
arranged in the dense area of the element section 6 to
form a comb-shaped structure. The comb-shaped por-
tions are disposed to mesh with each other.
[0031] Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a cross
section taken along line A-B of Fig. 2. The upper portion
of Fig. 3 corresponds to the surface side of the element
section 6 shown in Fig. 2. As shown in Fig. 3, the elec-

trodes 8, 10 are disposed in contact with an insulation
layer 12. The insulation layer 12 functions so that PM
(particulate matter) adheres to it. Thermocouples or other
temperature sensors 14 (temperature detection means),
which relate to the electrodes 8 and 10, are embedded
in the insulation layer 12 and positioned at close proximity
to the electrodes 8 and 10.
[0032] A heater 16 (elimination means) is embedded
beneath the temperature sensors 14. The heater 16 is
formed so that the center of its heat generation is posi-
tioned directly below the dense area of the electrodes 8,
10 in order to efficiently heat the dense area in particular.
[0033] The electrodes 8, 10 are connected to a power
source (not shown) through their respective power supply
circuits or the like. Thus, a voltage can be applied be-
tween the electrodes 8 and 10. When a detector (not
shown) detects an output (electrical current value) gen-
erated upon voltage application, the amount of PM in the
exhaust gas can be determined in accordance with the
corresponding resistance value between the electrodes
8 and 10.
[0034] The temperature sensors 14 are connected to
detectors (not shown) which detect electromotive force
generated in the temperature sensors 14, through a pre-
determined circuit. Temperatures prevailing near the
electrodes 8, 10 can be detected by detecting the elec-
tromotive force of the temperature sensors 14. Further,
the heater 16 is connected to a power source (not shown)
through a power supply circuit or the like. When prede-
termined electrical power is supplied to the heater 16,
the heater heats the element section 6 including the elec-
trodes 8, 10.
[0035] The above detectors and the power supply cir-
cuits or the like are connected to a control device (not
shown). The control device detects, for instance, the
amount of PM in accordance with a detector output, cal-
culates values in accordance with various sensor out-
puts, and supplies control signals to the power supply
circuits or the like to control, for instance, the supply of
electrical power to the electrodes 8, 10 and the heater 16.
[0036] In the first embodiment, the control device pro-
vides control over, for instance, the detection of the
amount of PM and the process of eliminating accumulat-
ed PM (hereinafter referred to as the "PM reset").

[Detecting the Amount of PM]

[0037] Fig. 4 is a set of diagrams illustrating how the
PM is accumulated on the element section 6. Immedi-
ately after the conventional PM reset, where the PM be-
tween the electrodes 8 and 10 is virtually completely elim-
inated (or in an initial sensor state), almost no PM is ac-
cumulated between the electrodes 8 and 10 as indicated
in the left-hand diagram of Fig. 4. In this state, there is
no electrical conduction between the electrodes 8 and
10. Therefore, even when a predetermined voltage for
sensor output detection is applied between the elec-
trodes 8 and 10, the output (electrical current value) of
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the PM sensor 2 is close to 0 (zero). While the electrodes
8, 10 are insulated from each other as described above,
the PM sensor 2 does not exhibit a significant change no
matter whether the amount of accumulated PM changes
to a certain extent.
[0038] However, when the PM sensor 2 comes into
contact with the exhaust gas, the PM is gradually accu-
mulated between the electrodes 8 and 10. As indicated
in the right-hand diagram of Fig. 4, the accumulated PM
brings one or more spots of the electrodes 8, 10 into
electrical conduction. In this state, the sensor output be-
gins to change in accordance with changes in the elec-
trical conduction between the electrodes 8 and 10. In
other words, the sensor output begins to change in ac-
cordance with the amount of PM accumulated between
the electrodes 8 and 10. In the resulting state, the control
device applies a predetermined voltage between the
electrodes 8 and 10, detects the resulting electrical cur-
rent as the sensor output, determines the corresponding
resistance value between the electrodes 8 and 10, and
estimates the amount of PM in the exhaust gas of the
internal combustion engine in accordance with the de-
termined resistance value.

[PM Reset in First Embodiment]

[0039] When the amount of PM accumulated between
the electrodes 8 and 10 of the PM sensor 2 is further
increased until it is saturated, the PM sensor 2 no longer
exhibits further output changes. In this state, the amount
of PM cannot be properly measured. Therefore, the con-
trol device performs the PM reset in order to eliminate
the PM accumulated between the electrodes 8 and 10
before saturation. More specifically, the control device
flows a predetermined DC current to the heater 16 to
raise the temperature of the element section 6 to approx-
imately 800°C. The accumulated PM is then burned and
eliminated.
[0040] However, if electrical power is supplied in a con-
ventional manner until the PM is completely eliminated,
PM does not exist to form an electrically conductive path
between the electrodes 8 and 10 (see the left-hand dia-
gram of Fig. 4). As a result, the sensor output between
the electrodes 8 and 10 substantially remains close to 0
(zero). Therefore, even if the amount of accumulated PM
changes, the sensor output does not exhibit a significant
change until the PM is accumulated to form an electrically
conductive path between the electrodes 8 and 10. It
means that an increase in the amount of PM cannot be
detected during a period during which an electrically con-
ductive path is not formed between the electrodes 8 and
10. For descriptive purposes, this period may be herein-
after referred to as the "dead zone."
[0041]  The system according to the first embodiment
controls the time of the PM reset so that the dead zone
does not arise. More specifically, the system terminates
the PM reset when a "reference time" elapses. The ref-
erence time elapses when the amount of PM is de-

creased to a reference PM amount (reference particulate
matter amount) that meets conditions (A) and (B) below:

(A) The amount of PM that allows the PM to form an
electrically conductive path between the electrodes
8 and 10 at one or more spots
(B) The minimum amount of PM that allows the sen-
sor output to exhibit significant changes in accord-
ance with changes in the amount of accumulated
PM even immediately after the PM reset

The method of setting the reference time for the PM reset
will be described below.

[Reference Time Setup in First Embodiment]

[0042] Fig. 5 is a graph illustrating the relationship be-
tween the reference time and the operating status of the
internal combustion engine according to the first embod-
iment of the present invention. Referring to Fig. 5, when
a gaseous body flow rate or an air-fuel ratio A/F is high,
there is an increase in the amount of oxygen circulating
in the exhaust path in which the PM sensor 2 is installed.
This facilitates the combustion of PM during the PM reset.
Therefore, the higher the gaseous body flow rate or the
air-fuel ratio A/F, the shorter the reference time setting.
Further, a high gaseous body temperature also facilitates
the combustion of PM. Hence, the higher the gaseous
body temperature, the shorter the reference time setting.
[0043] Moreover, the larger the amount of accumulat-
ed PM, the longer the time required for burning and elim-
inating the PM. Thus, the larger the amount of accumu-
lated PM, the longer the reference time setting. The
amount of accumulated PM can be estimated by detect-
ing the sensor output prevailing immediately before the
start of the PM reset.
[0044] The optimum reference time adapted, for in-
stance, to the gaseous body flow rate, the air-fuel ratio,
an exhaust gas temperature, or the amount of accumu-
lated PM (sensor output) can be predetermined by ex-
periment or the like. In other words, the optimum time
required for decreasing the amount of accumulated PM
to the reference PM amount can be determined as the
reference time for each combination of the operating sta-
tus and the amount of accumulated PM. The relationship
between the operating status, the amount of accumulat-
ed PM, and the reference time, which is determined as
described above, is stored as a map in the control device.
During actual control, the control device detects, for in-
stance, the current gaseous body flow rate, the current
air-fuel ratio, the current exhaust gas temperature, and
the current amount of accumulated PM, and uses the
map to set the reference time in accordance with the
detected values.
[0045] Fig. 6 is a graph illustrating how the sensor out-
put changes when the PM reset is performed in the first
embodiment. In Fig. 6, the horizontal axis represents time
whereas the vertical axis represents the sensor output.
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Solid lines (a) in Fig. 6 indicate the sensor output prevail-
ing when the PM reset is performed in accordance with
the first embodiment. For comparison purposes, the bro-
ken line (b) in Fig. 6 indicates the sensor output prevailing
when the conventional PM reset is performed.
[0046] At first, the PM reset starts at time t1, as shown
in Fig. 6, when the amount of accumulated PM is judged
to be saturated. In the first embodiment, the reference
time T is the time for equalizing the remaining amount of
PM with the reference PM amount. Therefore, the refer-
ence time T is shorter than time A, which is the time of
the conventional PM reset.
[0047] At time t2, which arrives when the reference
time T elapses after time t1, the initial PM reset according
to the first embodiment terminates. At this time, the
amount of PM remaining between the electrodes 8 and
10 is equal to the reference PM amount so that an elec-
trically conductive path is formed at one or more spots.
Therefore, after an elapse of the reference time T, the
sensor output immediately exhibits a change in accord-
ance with the amount of accumulated PM. Subsequently,
until time t4 at which the PM sensor 2 is saturated again,
the amount of PM can be detected in accordance with
the output of the PM sensor 2.
[0048] When, on the other hand, a conventional elim-
ination process is performed for a period of reference
time A, which is relatively long, to completely eliminate
the PM, dead zone B, during which the output of the PM
sensor 2 remains unchanged, persists until time t5 at
which the PM is accumulated again to form an electrically
conductive path between the electrodes 8 and 10 after
an elapse of reference time A. In other words, when the
conventional PM reset is performed, the PM sensor can-
not detect the amount of accumulated PM for total period
C which is determined by adding reference time A to dead
zone B. On the other hand, performing the PM reset ac-
cording to the first embodiment makes it possible to elim-
inate the dead zone of the PM sensor 2, effectively use
the PM sensor 2, and detect the amount of PM during a
period other than a short PM reset time.
[0049] Meanwhile, reference time T is set in accord-
ance with the operating status as described above. How-
ever, if the operating status suddenly changes during the
PM reset, the amount of accumulated PM may not de-
crease to the reference PM amount even when the PM
reset is performed for initially set reference time T. In
such a case, too, the PM sensor output changes in ac-
cordance with the amount of PM as far as the PM is elim-
inated to a certain extent. However, it is preferred that
the amount of accumulated PM be decreased to the pre-
determined reference PM amount when the PM reset is
performed.
[0050] Therefore, when the amount of accumulated
PM is not decreased to the reference PM amount after
the PM is reset is performed for a period of reference
time T, the PM reset is continuously performed until the
amount of accumulated PM decreases to the reference
PM amount. More specifically, when the output of the PM

sensor 2 is not lower than the reference output after the
PM reset is performed for a period of reference time T,
the remaining amount of accumulated PM is detected
again in accordance with the current PM sensor output.
Further, the operating status is detected to set reference
time T again in accordance with the detected items of
information. Subsequently, the PM reset is continuously
performed until re-set reference time T elapses. In this
instance, the reference output is set to be equivalent to
a sensor output that is generated at a temperature pre-
vailing during the PM reset while the amount of accumu-
lated PM is equal to the reference PM amount.

[Details of Control Exercised in First Embodiment]

[0051] Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a control routine
that is executed by the control device according to the
present invention. The routine shown in Fig. 7 is executed
when a command for performing a PM elimination proc-
ess is issued.
[0052] When a command for performing the PM reset
is issued, the routine shown in Fig. 7 first performs the
PM reset (step S100). The PM reset begins when the
control device issues a signal to apply a predetermined
voltage to the heater 16, thereby causing a DC current
to flow to the heater 16. The electrodes 8, 10 are then
heated so that the PM accumulated between the elec-
trodes 8 and 10 is gradually eliminated. While the PM
reset is performed, the element temperature is raised to
approximately 800°C.
[0053] Next, the routine starts the counting of PM reset
execution time t (step S102). The execution time t is
counted to indicate the elapsed time after the start of the
counting. Next, the routine detects the amount of current-
ly accumulated PM (step S104). In step S104, the control
device calculates the amount of accumulated PM in ac-
cordance with the current output of the PM sensor 2 and
the current output values of the temperature sensors 14.
[0054] Next, the routine detects the current operating
status of the internal combustion engine (step S106). As
the operating status, operating states serving as param-
eters necessary for determining the reference time are
detected. In the first embodiment, the air-fuel ratio A/F
based on the output of an A/F sensor (not shown), the
gaseous body flow rate based on the output of an air flow
meter (not shown), and the exhaust gas temperature
based on the outputs of the temperature sensors installed
in the exhaust path are detected.
[0055] Next, the routine sets the reference time T for
the PM reset (step S108). The map stored in the control
device is used to calculate the reference time T in ac-
cordance with the amount of accumulated PM which is
detected in step S104, and with the detected values rep-
resenting the operating states detected in step S106.
[0056] Next, the routine performs step S110 to judge
whether the PM reset execution time t is longer than the
reference time T. In step S110, the routine judges wheth-
er the PM reset is performed for a period longer than the

11 12 



EP 2 570 802 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

reference time T which is defined to ensure that the
amount of PM remaining between the electrodes 8 and
10 is equal to the reference PM amount, that is, the min-
imum required PM amount. When the judgment result
obtained in step S110 does not indicate that the execution
time t is longer than the reference time T, the routine
repeatedly performs step S110 until the execution time
t is longer than the reference time T.
[0057] When, on the other hand, the judgment result
obtained in step S110 indicates that the execution time
t is longer than the reference time T, the routine proceeds
to step S112 and detects the current sensor output. Next,
the routine proceeds to step S114 and judges whether
the sensor output is lower than the reference output. The
reference output is a fixed value that is stored in the con-
trol device to represent a sensor output corresponding
to the reference PM amount at a temperature (approxi-
mately 800°C) prevailing during the PM reset or at a pre-
defined temperature (approximately 200°C to 800°C).
[0058] When the judgment result obtained in step S114
does not indicate that the sensor output is lower than the
reference output, the routine proceeds to step S116 and
judges whether the value of a counter i is greater than a
reference count I. The counter i counts the number of
times the PM reset is performed in steps S102 to S116.
The initial value of the counter i is set to 1. The reference
count I is a reference value that is stored in the control
device to judge whether the PM sensor 2 is faulty.
[0059] When the judgment result obtained in step S116
indicates that the value of the counter i is greater than
the reference count I, it means that the sensor output is
not decreased to the reference output corresponding to
the reference PM amount after the PM reset performed
for a period equal to the reference time T is repeated a
number of times equal to the reference count I. In this
instance, the routine concludes that the PM sensor 2 is
faulty (step S118) and performs a predetermined proc-
ess, for instance, to illuminate a warning lamp.
[0060] Subsequently, the routine proceeds to step
S120 and terminates the PM reset. More specifically, the
routine shuts off the power supply to the heater 16. Next,
the routine proceeds to step S122 and sets the counter
i to its initial value 1. This brings the current process to
an end.
[0061] When, on the other hand, the judgment result
obtained in step S120 indicates that the value of the coun-
ter i is smaller than the reference count I, the routine
proceeds to step S124 and increments the counter i by
one so that i = i + 1. The routine then returns to step
S102, resets the PM reset execution time t, and starts
anew to count the PM reset execution time t. Subsequent-
ly, the routine performs steps S104 to S114 in the same
manner as described above.
[0062] When the sensor output is found in step S114
to be lower than the reference output after completion of
the above processing steps, it implies that the PM is
burned and eliminated until the amount of accumulated
PM is decreased to the reference PM amount. Therefore,

the routine proceeds to step S120 and terminates the
PM reset. More specifically, the routine shuts off the pow-
er supply to the heater 16. Next, the routine proceeds to
step S122 and sets the counter i to 1. This brings the
current process to an end.
[0063] As described above, the first embodiment sets
the reference time T for the PM reset as appropriate in
accordance with the amount of accumulated PM and the
operating status. The reference time T is equivalent to a
period of time during which the amount of remaining PM
forms an electrically conductive path between the elec-
trodes 8 and 10 at one or more spots. It is the time that
is equivalent to a value close to the upper-limit value of
a time range within which the sensor output changes in
accordance with changes in the amount of accumulated
PM from a point immediately after the PM reset. There-
fore, changes in the amount of PM can be monitored
beginning with a point immediately after the PM reset.
When the minimum required short period of time is set
as the reference time as described above, it is possible
to reduce the amount of electrical power consumed dur-
ing the PM reset.
[0064] The first embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the PM reset terminates only when
the sensor output is decreased to the predefined refer-
ence output after an elapse of the preset reference time
T. The PM reset terminates as described above in order
to provide against a case where the amount of PM cannot
be reduced to the reference PM amount when the amount
of burned PM is smaller than predicted amount due to a
great operating status change even after an elapse of
the reference time T. In other words, performing the PM
reset only when the PM sensor output is decreased to
the reference output makes it possible to prevent the ter-
mination of the PM reset while the amount of remaining
PM is excessively large. Further, even in the above in-
stance, the reference time is set on a case-by-case basis.
This prevents the PM reset from being performed for an
unduly long period of time to let the PM elimination proc-
ess progress excessively.
[0065] However, the present invention is not limited to
a case where, as is the case with the first embodiment,
the elapse of the reference time and the sensor output
are considered in conjunction with each other to deter-
mine whether the PM reset should be terminated. The
PM reset may alternatively be terminated immediately
when the preset reference time is found to have elapsed.
[0066] The first embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the sensor output and the operating
status are detected again to set the reference time T
again only when the sensor output cannot be lower than
the reference output. However, the present invention is
not limited to the above-described setup of the reference
time. For example, the current operating status may be
repeatedly detected to correct the reference time T ac-
cordingly while the PM reset is performed until the refer-
ence time T is found to have elapsed. Thus, the time
during which the subsequent PM reset should be per-
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formed can be corrected in accordance with the current
operating status. This makes it possible to cope with op-
erating status changes during the PM reset and perform
the PM reset for a more appropriate period of time.
[0067] The first embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the reference time T is set in accord-
ance with the amount of accumulated PM, the air-fuel
ratio A/F, the gaseous body flow rate, and the gaseous
body temperature. However, the present invention is not
limited to the use of such a method of reference time
setup. Alternatively, however, the reference time may be
set in accordance with one or more parameters affecting
the amount of accumulated PM or the amount of burned
PM.
[0068] The first embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the PM sensor 2 is judged to be faulty
when the sensor output is found in step S114 to be lower
than the reference output a number of times equal to the
reference count I. However, the present invention need
not always perform such a failure diagnosis. Alternative-
ly, the present invention may immediately conclude that
the PM sensor 2 is faulty when the sensor output is once
found in step S114 to be lower than the reference output.
[0069] The first embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the temperature sensors 14 are em-
bedded beneath the electrodes 8, 10. However, the
present invention is not limited to the use of the PM sensor
2 having such a configuration. Alternatively, temperature
detection means other than the temperature sensors 14
may be used to detect the temperature of the element
section. Another alternative is to detect the temperature
of the element section of the PM sensor by detecting the
impedance of the PM sensor without resorting to the tem-
perature detection means. This is also true for later-de-
scribed embodiments.
[0070] Heating means for the present invention is not
limited to the use of the configuration of the heater 16
described in the first embodiment. The heating means
may be mounted at a different position. Further, heating
means other the heater 16 may be used to heat the vi-
cinity of the electrodes 8, 10. This is also true for the later-
described embodiments.
[0071] The first embodiment has been described on
the assumption that individual steps are performed for
judgment purposes while a predetermined voltage is ap-
plied during PM processing to use the value of an elec-
trical current flowing between the electrodes 8 and 10 as
a sensor output. However, the present invention is not
limited to the application of such a fixed voltage. Alter-
natively, the present invention may be applied to a case
where the applied voltage varies. In such an instance,
the resistance value between the electrodes 8 and 10
may be calculated in accordance with the PM sensor
output to perform the individual judgment steps on the
basis of the calculated resistance value. More specifical-
ly, when, for instance, a resistance value is greater than
a reference resistance value in step S110 in a situation
where the individual judgment steps are performed by

using a resistance value corresponding to the sensor out-
put, the PM reset is terminated as the amount of accu-
mulated PM is found to be smaller than the reference PM
amount. This is also true for the later-described embod-
iments.
[0072]  In the first embodiment, the "reference time set-
up means" according to the present invention is imple-
mented when the process in step S108 is performed; the
"sensor output detection means" is implemented when
the process in step S112 is performed; the "particulate
matter amount judgment means" is implemented when
the process in step S110 or step S114 is performed; and
the "elimination process control means" is implemented
when the process in step S120 is performed.

Second Embodiment

[0073] In the first embodiment, the output of the PM
sensor 2 and the reference time T which is set in accord-
ance with the operating status, are used as parameters
that determine whether the PM reset should be terminat-
ed. In a second embodiment of the present invention, on
the other hand, the amount of heat generated by the PM
sensor 2 is used to determine whether the PM reset
should be terminated.
[0074] Fig. 8 is a graph that relates to the second em-
bodiment of the present invention and illustrates the re-
lationship between the PM reset execution time and the
element temperature of the PM sensor 2. In Fig. 8, the
horizontal axis represents time whereas the vertical axis
represents the element temperature. Curve (a) in Fig. 8
indicates temperature changes encountered when the
PM reset is performed on the PM sensor in which the PM
is accumulated. Curve (b), on the other hand, indicates
temperature changes encountered when the PM reset is
performed on the PM sensor in which the PM is not ac-
cumulated.
[0075] As shown in Fig. 8, while the PM reset is being
performed, the element temperature of the PM sensor in
which the PM is accumulated and the element tempera-
ture of the PM sensor in which the PM is not accumulated
both rise due to heating by the heater 16. In the PM sensor
in which the PM is accumulated, however, the PM begins
to burn. Thus, heat generated by the burning PM raises
the element temperature to a greater extent than provid-
ed by the heat generated by the heater 16. Therefore,
when the PM begins to burn after the execution of the
PM reset, the element temperature of the PM sensor in
which the PM is accumulated rises higher than the ele-
ment temperature of the PM sensor in which no PM is
burning. When, sooner or later, no more heat is gener-
ated by the burning PM as the PM is completely burned
and eliminated, the element temperature of the PM sen-
sor in which the PM is accumulated decreases and
equals the element temperature of the PM sensor in
which the PM is not accumulated.
[0076] The amount of burned PM correlates with the
amount of generated heat. The larger the amount of
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burned PM, the larger the amount of generated heat.
Therefore, the progress of PM burning can be determined
by detecting the amount of heat generated by the cur-
rently burning PM. The second embodiment uses this
relationship and terminates the PM reset when the
amount of heat generated by the burning PM Q reaches
a reference heat generation amount α. This makes it pos-
sible to stop the burning of the PM at a stage before the
PM is completely burned and eliminated and ensure that
the amount of PM remaining on the element surface is
equal to the reference PM amount.
[0077] The amount of generated heat Q is a value ob-
tained by subtracting from the detected element temper-
ature the element temperature reached when the PM
sensor in which the PM is not accumulated is heated by
the heater 16 in the same manner as for the execution
of the PM reset. The amount of generated heat Q can be
determined from the relationship between the present
time, the amount of power supplied to the heater 16, and
the element temperature. The relationship is predeter-
mined by experiment or the like and stored as a map in
the control device. During actual control, the map is used
to determine the amount of generated heat Q in accord-
ance, for instance, with the element temperature and the
present time.
[0078] The reference heat generation amount α rela-
tive to the amount of generated heat Q is set to a value
close to the upper-limit value of a heat generation amount
range within which the PM remains on the element sec-
tion surface to the extent that the amount of PM remaining
in the PM sensor 2 forms an electrically conductive path
between the electrodes 8 and 10 at one or more spots,
that is, to the extent that the dead zone does not arise
even immediately after the PM reset performed on the
PM sensor 2. This value is predetermined by experiment
or the like and stored in the control device. In the second
embodiment, it is assumed that the PM reset starts when
the amount of accumulated PM is estimated to be equal
to a predetermined amount, and that the reference heat
generation amount α relative to the amount of generated
heat Q is a fixed value.
[0079] Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a control routine
that is executed by the control device in the second em-
bodiment of the present invention. The routine shown in
Fig. 9 first performs step S202 in which the heater 16 is
energized to start the PM reset. In the next step, which
is step S204, the routine detects the element tempera-
ture. The element temperature is detected in the control
device while the outputs of the temperature sensors 14
installed beneath the electrodes 8, 10 are used as input
information.
[0080] Next, the routine proceeds to step S206 and
calculates the amount of generated heat Q. The amount
of generated heat Q is the amount of heat generated by
burning the PM. The relationship between the amount of
generated heat Q, time, the amount of power supplied
to the heater 16, and the like is stored in the control de-
vice. The amount of generated heat Q is calculated in

accordance with the stored relationship.
[0081] Next, the routine proceeds to step S208 and
judges whether the amount of generated heat Q is larger
than the reference heat generation amount α. When the
judgment result obtained in step S208 does not indicate
that the amount of generated heat Q is larger than the
reference heat generation amount α, the routine returns
to step S204, detects the element temperature, calcu-
lates the amount of generated heat Q, proceeds to step
S208 for judgment purposes. The routine repeats steps
S204 to S208 until the amount of generated heat Q is
larger than the reference heat generation amount α.
[0082]  When, on the other hand, the judgment result
obtained in step S208 indicates that the amount of gen-
erated heat Q is larger than the reference heat generation
amount α, the routine proceeds to step S210 and termi-
nates the PM reset. More specifically, the routine shuts
off the power supply to the heater 16. This ensures that
the PM reset can be terminated while the amount of PM
remaining in the PM sensor 2 is equal to the reference
PM amount, which represents the required amount of
PM. Subsequently, the current process terminates.
[0083] As described above, the second embodiment
has been described on the assumption that whether the
PM reset should be terminated is determined by judging
whether the amount of generated heat Q is larger than
the reference heat generation amount α. The amount of
generated heat Q depends on the burning of the PM. It
increases with an increase in the amount of PM that is
burned and eliminated. Therefore, when whether the PM
reset should be terminated is determined in accordance
with the amount of generated heat Q, the burning of the
PM can be terminated at an appropriate stage at which
the burning of the PM has progressed to a certain extent.
This makes it possible to terminate the PM reset while
an appropriate amount of PM remains. Consequently,
immediately after the PM reset is terminated, changes in
the output of the PM sensor 2, which are based on the
amount of accumulated PM, can be detected to start
measuring the amount of PM.
[0084] In the second embodiment, the element tem-
perature is detected in accordance with the output of the
temperature sensors 14 installed beneath the electrodes
8, 10. Hence, changes in the temperatures of the elec-
trodes 8, 10 can be detected with high sensitivity and
high accuracy. Therefore, the amount of heat generated
Q due to the burning of the PM can be properly detected
with high accuracy. This makes it possible to terminate
the PM reset at an optimum stage. However, the present
invention is not limited to the use of such element tem-
perature detection means. For example, an element tem-
perature sensor may alternatively be embedded into a
certain portion of the insulation layer, positioned away
from the electrodes 8, 10, and used to detect the element
temperature. Another alternative is to detect the element
temperature in accordance with changes in the imped-
ance between the electrodes 8 and 10 and without in-
stalling the temperature sensors 14.
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[0085] The second embodiment has been described
on the assumption that whether the PM reset should be
terminated is determined by calculating the amount of
generated heat Q and judging whether the amount of
generated heat Q is larger than the reference heat gen-
eration amount α. However, the present invention is not
limited to the use of the above method. As described
above, the amount of generated heat Q gradually in-
creases during a period after the beginning of PM burn-
ing; however, the element temperature rise rate of the
PM sensor 2 increases during this period. Therefore,
when, for instance, the amount of change in the element
temperature of the PM sensor 2 (sensor temperature dif-
ferential value) exceeds its reference value, whether the
PM reset should be terminated may be determined. The
reference value may be set to be close to the upper-limit
value of an element temperature change range within
which the amount of remaining PM is equal to the refer-
ence PM amount despite the PM reset.
[0086] Further, the total amount of PM burned by the
PM reset correlates with the integrated value of the
amount of generated heat Q. Therefore, the integrated
value of the amount of heat generated since the begin-
ning of the PM reset may be calculated. When the inte-
grated value of the amount of generated heat exceeds a
reference amount, the reset of the PM sensor 2 may be
terminated. The reference amount may be close to the
total amount of heat generated when the PM is burned
and decreased to the reference PM amount.
[0087] The second embodiment has been described
on the assumption that a fixed value is used as the ref-
erence heat generation amount α for judgment relative
to the amount of generated heat Q, the reference value
for judgment on the basis of a temperature change
amount, or the reference amount for judgment on the
basis of the integrated value. However, the present in-
vention is not limited to the use of such a fixed value. For
example, the total amount of heat generated during the
PM reset varies with the amount of PM that is actually
burned and eliminated. It is therefore conceivable that
the amount of generated heat Q, a temperature change
value, and an integrated heat generation amount prevail-
ing when the amount of PM remaining in the PM sensor
2 is equal to the reference PM amount vary with the
amount of PM accumulated immediately before the start
of the PM reset. Consequently, when, for instance, the
start of the PM reset is to be determined only in accord-
ance with the elapsed time after the last PM reset or it is
anticipated that the amount of PM accumulated at the
beginning of the PM reset may vary, more effective re-
sults will be obtained by accordingly set the reference
heat generation amount α, a reference temperature
change amount, and a reference amount for the integrat-
ed value, which serve as the reference for terminating
the PM reset.
[0088] The second embodiment has been described
on the assumption that whether the PM reset should be
terminated is determined in accordance with the amount

of generated heat (or the temperature change amount or
the integrated heat generation amount). However, the
present invention is not limited to the use of such a meth-
od. For example, as is the case with the first embodiment,
the PM reset may be terminated when a predetermined
reference time has elapsed and the reference heat gen-
eration amount is exceeded by the amount of generated
heat. When coordinated control is exercised as described
above to set the reference time for the PM reset, the
amount of generated heat can be investigated at a stage
where the PM reset has been performed for an appro-
priate period of time. Consequently, the amount of PM
remaining on the element section surface equals the ref-
erence PM amount with increased certainty.
[0089] Further, if the sensor output is not decreased
even after step S208 is repeated a number of times equal
to the reference count to determine whether or not to
terminate the PM reset, the routine may conclude that
the PM sensor 2 is faulty, as is the case with the first
embodiment.
[0090] In the second embodiment, the "temperature
detection means" according to the present invention is
implemented when the process in step S204 is per-
formed; the "heat generation amount calculation means"
is implemented when the process in step S206 is per-
formed; the "particulate matter amount judgment means"
is implemented when the process in step S208 is per-
formed; and the "elimination process control means" is
implemented when the process in step S210 is per-
formed.

Third Embodiment

[0091] The system according to a third embodiment of
the present invention has the same configuration as the
system according to the first embodiment. In the third
embodiment, only the sensor output is used to determine
whether the PM reset should be terminated. More spe-
cifically, when the PM reset begins, the system according
to the third embodiment supplies a pulse voltage to the
heater 16. In other words, the power supply to the heater
16 is turned on and off at very short time intervals. Re-
peatedly turning on and off the power supply for a short
period of time locally heats a region close to the elec-
trodes 8, 10.
[0092] Whether the PM reset should be terminated is
determined in accordance with the sensor output. As de-
scribed earlier, the resistance value between the elec-
trodes 8 and 10, which corresponds to the sensor output,
correlates with the amount of accumulate PM. While the
voltage remains unchanged, the sensor output decreas-
es with a decrease in the amount of accumulated PM.
Therefore, when the sensor output decreases below the
reference output at a predetermined voltage, the system
according to the third embodiment terminates the PM
reset because it concludes that the amount of PM accu-
mulated in the PM sensor 2 is decreased to the reference
PM amount.

19 20 



EP 2 570 802 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0093] Even when the amount of accumulated PM re-
mains unchanged, the sensor output varies with the el-
ement temperature. In other words, the sensor output for
a fixed amount of accumulated PM increases with an
increase in the element temperature and decreases with
a decrease in the element temperature. Particularly, the
system according to the third embodiment supplies elec-
trical power to the heater 16 in a pulsed manner. This
repeatedly causes the electrodes 8, 10 to be locally heat-
ed for a short period of time. Hence, while the PM reset
is being performed, the element temperature of the PM
sensor 2 greatly changes and does not always remain
the same.
[0094]  As such being the case, the system according
to the third embodiment corrects the reference output,
which is the sensor output for the reference PM amount,
in accordance with the prevailing temperature. Correc-
tion values used for such a correction are predetermined,
for instance, by conducting an experiment to determine
how the reference output for the reference PM amount
varies with the temperature. The relationship between
temperatures, reference output, and correction values,
which is determined as described above, is stored as a
map in the control device. When actual control is exer-
cised, the map is used to calculate the correction value
to be used.
[0095] Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a control routine
that is executed by the control device in the third embod-
iment of the present invention. The routine shown in Fig.
10 first performs step S302. In step S302, the PM reset
begins so that electrical power is supplied to the heater
16 in a pulsed manner.
[0096] Next, the routine proceeds to step S304 and
detects the sensor output. The sensor output is detected
in the control device as the value of an electrical current
between the electrodes 8 and 10 of the PM sensor 2.
Next, the routine performs step S306 to detect a sensor
temperature. The sensor temperature is detected in the
control device while the outputs of the temperature sen-
sors (thermocouples) 14 installed beneath the electrodes
8, 10 are used as input information.
[0097] Next, the routine performs step S308 to calcu-
late the reference output. The reference output is calcu-
lated by correcting a stored output value in accordance
with the temperature. A correction value used for such a
correction is determined by acquiring a value according
to the temperature from the map stored in the control
device.
[0098] Next, the routine performs step S310 to judge
whether the sensor output is lower than the reference
output, which was set in step S308. When the judgment
result obtained in step S310 does not indicate that the
sensor output is lower than the reference output, the rou-
tine returns to step S304 and repeatedly detect the sen-
sor output, detect the sensor temperature, calculate the
reference output, and judge whether the sensor output
is lower than the reference output (steps S304 to S310).
[0099] When the judgment result obtained in step S310

indicates that the sensor output is lower than the refer-
ence output, the routine proceeds to step S312 and ter-
minates the PM reset. This brings the current process to
an end.
[0100] As described above, the system according to
the third embodiment heats the element section in a
pulsed manner. Further, the heater 16 is patterned so as
to particularly heat the comb-shaped portions of the elec-
trodes 8, 10. Therefore, when the PM reset is performed,
the comb-shaped portions of the electrodes 8, 10 can be
locally heated for a short period of time. This makes it
possible to prevent the whole element section from being
excessively heated and reduce the power consumption
during the PM reset.
[0101] Moreover, when the sensor output is lower than
the reference output, the system according to the third
embodiment terminates the PM reset. This makes it pos-
sible to ensure that the amount of PM remaining in the
PM sensor 2 is equal to the reference PM amount, which
represents the required amount of PM. Thus, the period
during which the amount of PM can be measured by the
PM sensor 2 can be lengthened by eliminating or short-
ening the dead zone prevailing immediately after the PM
reset.
[0102] In addition, the reference output, which is used
as the basis for determining whether or not to terminate
the PM reset, is corrected in accordance with the tem-
perature. Therefore, a proper reference output corre-
sponding to the reference PM amount can be used to
accurately determine whether the amount of PM is de-
creased.
[0103] The third embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the reference output is corrected in
accordance with the temperature. However, the present
invention is not limited to the use of such a reference
output. As is the case with the first embodiment, a fixed
reference output may be stored for use. In such an in-
stance, too, electrical power can be supplied in a pulsed
manner to perform the PM reset while suppressing an
excessive temperature rise in the vicinity of the elec-
trodes 8, 10. This pulsed power supply to the heater 16
may also be applicable to the first and second embodi-
ments.
[0104] The third embodiment has been described on
the assumption that electrical power is supplied to the
heater 16 in a pulsed manner. However, the present in-
vention is not limited to a case where electrical power is
supplied to the heater 16 in a pulsed manner. For exam-
ple, the PM reset may be performed by supplying a DC
current to the heater 16, as is the case with the first and
second embodiments. Even when such an alternative
power supply method is used, the PM reset can be ter-
minated when the sensor output is lower than the refer-
ence output (corrected value). Consequently, it is possi-
ble to prevent the PM from being excessively eliminated.
[0105] The third embodiment has been described on
the assumption that the reference output is corrected in
accordance with the temperature. This correction is par-
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ticularly effective in a situation where the temperature is
likely to vary due, for instance, to pulsed heating. How-
ever, a scheme for correcting the reference output in ac-
cordance with the temperature, which has been de-
scribed in connection with the third embodiment, is also
applicable to the reference output according to the first
embodiment.
[0106] Further, the reference time setting, which is per-
formed for the PM reset according to the first embodi-
ment, may be used in conjunction with the third embod-
iment so that whether the sensor output is lower than the
corrected reference output is determined only when the
PM reset is performed for the reference time.
[0107] In the third embodiment, the "sensor output de-
tection means" according to the present invention is im-
plemented when the process in step S304 is performed;
the "temperature detection means" is implemented when
the process in step S306 is performed; the "reference
output setup means" is implemented when the process
in step S308 is performed; the "particulate matter amount
judgment means" is implemented when the process in
step S310 is performed; and the "elimination process
control means" is implemented when the process in step
S312 is performed.
[0108] When a numerical value is used to indicate, for
instance, the number of elements or the quantity, volume,
or range of the elements for the purpose of describing
the foregoing embodiments, the present invention is not
limited to such a numerical value except when the nu-
merical value is used to expressly describe the elements
or clearly state the principles of the elements. Further,
structures and arrangements describing the foregoing
embodiments are not always essential to the present in-
vention except when such structures and arrangements
are used to expressly describe the elements or clearly
state the principles of the elements.

Description of Notations

[0109]

2 Sensor

6 element section

8, 10 electrode

12 insulation layer

14 temperature sensors

16 heater

Claims

1. A control device for an internal combustion engine,
comprising:

a particulate matter sensor, for measuring an
amount of particulate matter in a gaseous body,
that includes a pair of electrodes disposed at a
distance from each other;
elimination means for burning and eliminating
particulate matter attached to the particulate
matter sensor;
particulate matter amount judgment means for
judging whether the amount of particulate matter
attached to the particulate matter sensor is
smaller than a reference particulate matter
amount that is predefined as a minimum amount
of remaining particulate matter required to bring
the pair of electrodes into electrical conduction
at one or more spots; and
elimination process control means for causing
the elimination means to terminate a process of
eliminating the particulate matter when the
amount of particulate matter is judged to be
smaller than the reference particulate matter
amount.

2. The control device according to claim 1, further com-
prising:

reference time setup means for setting, as a ref-
erence time, a time required for the elimination
process to decrease the amount of particulate
matter to the reference particulate matter
amount in accordance with an operating status
of the internal combustion engine;
wherein the particulate matter amount judgment
means judges whether the amount of particulate
matter is smaller than the reference particulate
matter amount by determining whether the elim-
ination process is performed for the reference
time.

3. The control device according to claim 1 or 2, further
comprising:

sensor output detection means for detecting an
output of the particulate matter sensor;
wherein the particulate matter amount judgment
means judges whether the amount of particulate
matter is smaller than the reference particulate
matter amount by determining whether the out-
put of the particulate matter sensor is lower than
a reference output that is set as a particulate
matter sensor output that is equivalent to the
reference particulate matter amount.

4. The control device according to claim 3, further com-
prising:

temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of an element section of the partic-
ulate matter sensor; and
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reference output setup means for setting the ref-
erence output in accordance with the tempera-
ture detected by the temperature detection
means.

5. The control device according to claim 1 or 2, further
comprising:

temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of the particulate matter sensor;
and
heat generation amount calculation means for
calculating an amount of heat generated by the
particulate matter sensor in accordance with the
temperature detected by the temperature detec-
tion means;
wherein the particulate matter amount judgment
means judges whether the amount of particulate
matter is smaller than the reference particulate
matter amount by determining whether the
amount of generated heat is larger than a refer-
ence heat generation amount.

6. The control device according to claim 1 or 2, further
comprising:

temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of the particulate matter sensor;
heat generation amount calculation means for
calculating an amount of heat generated by the
particulate matter sensor in accordance with the
temperature detected by the temperature detec-
tion means; and
integrated heat generation amount detection
means for detecting an integrated amount of
heat generated since a beginning of the elimi-
nation process;
wherein the particulate matter amount judgment
means judges whether the amount of particulate
matter is smaller than the reference particulate
matter amount by determining whether the inte-
grated amount is larger than a reference inte-
grated heat generation amount.

7. The control device according to claim 1 or 2, further
comprising:

temperature detection means for detecting a
temperature of the particulate matter sensor;
and
temperature change calculation means for cal-
culating a change in the temperature of the par-
ticulate matter sensor;
wherein the particulate matter amount judgment
means judges whether the amount of particulate
matter is smaller than the reference particulate
matter amount by determining whether the tem-
perature change is smaller than a reference tem-

perature change amount.

8. The control device according to any one of claims 4
to 7,
wherein the temperature detection means is a tem-
perature sensor that is installed near the pair of elec-
trodes of the particulate matter sensor.

9. The control device according to any one of claims 1
to 8,
wherein the elimination means is a heater installed
near the pair of electrodes; and
wherein the elimination process control means sup-
plies electrical power having a fixed pulse width to
the heater to heat the pair of electrodes and burn the
particulate matter.

10. The control device according to any one of claims 1
to 9,
wherein the elimination means is a heater installed
near the pair of electrodes; wherein the pair of elec-
trodes each have a dense area where the electrodes
are relatively densely disposed; and
wherein the heater mainly heats the dense area of
the pair of electrodes.
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