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(54) Actuator for optical pickup

(57) An actuator for an optical pickup is provided.
The actuator for an optical pickup so as to drive a sup-
port (20), on which an objective lens (10) is mounted, in
focusing and tracking directions includes a pair of mag-
nets (50) installed on a base (40), and a plate coil (60)
installed in the support (20) to be placed between the
magnets (50). Each magnet has a shape in which N and

S poles of the magnet are alternately magnetized in four
regions asymmetrically split vertically and horizontally.
In the above structure, the actuator for an optical pickup
can be less affected by sensitivity variations when the
support is displaced, and the size of the electromagnetic
driving unit can be reduced by reducing the number of
magnetized gaps formed on the magnet.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an actuator for
an optical pickup, and more particularly, to an actuator
for an optical.
[0002] In general, optical pickups record information
by irradiating light to a disc as a recording medium
through an objective lens or reproduce information by
receiving light that is reflected from the disc. Optical
pickups include an actuator which adjusts the position
of the objective lens such that light is irradiated to a pre-
cise position of the disc.
[0003] Figure 1 illustrates the structure of a conven-
tional actuator for an optical pickup. Referring to Figure
1, the actuator for an optical pickup includes a support
20 on which an objective lens 1 is mounted, a plurality
of wires 7 which supports the support 2 in order to ena-
ble the support 20 to move toward a holder 3, a pair of
magnets 5 which is installed on a base 4 as an electro-
magnetic drive unit which drives the support 2 in a fo-
cusing direction Z and a tracking direction X and adjusts
the position of the objective lens 1, and a plate coil 6
which is installed on the support 2 to be arranged be-
tween the pair of magnets 5.
[0004] As shown in Figure 2, a plurality of pattern coils
6a and 6b are formed in the plate coil 6. Thus, if current
flows through the plurality of pattern coils 6a and 6b, an
electromagnetic force caused by interaction with the
magnets 5 is generated, and thus the support 2 is driven.
Reference numerals 6a and 6b denote a focusing coil
and a tracking coil, respectively. In the prior art, a wind-
ing coil wound in a predetermined position of the support
2 instead of the plate coils 6a and 6b is employed, but
the plate coil 6 is preferred for reducing the size of optical
pickups.
[0005] As shown in Figures 2 and 3, one side of each
magnet 5 is polarized into several portions. Since the
pattern coils 6a and 6b for focusing and tracking are
placed on one plane due to the structural characteristics
of the plate coil 6, each magnet 5 is formed in a polarized
structure as in Figures 2 and 3, so as to form magnetic
force lines corresponding to each of the pattern coils 6a
and 6b.
[0006] If one side of each magnet 5 is polarized into
several portions, a magnetized gap G exists between
the poles of each of the magnets 5. The magnetized gap
G generally has the width W of about 0.2 - 1.2 mm, the
size of a slim type magnet is only 3.5 - 4 mm, the size
of a half-height type magnet is only 5 -7 mm, and thus,
the width W of the magnetized gap G cannot be ignored.
In particular, as shown in Figures 2 and 3, in a structure
where the magnetized gap G is formed in three places
in a horizontal direction and in two places in a vertical
direction, the sum of the width W of the magnetized gap
G affects more the size of each of the magnets 5. Fur-
thermore, if polarization becomes more active, the ef-
fective magnet area required to generate an electro-
magnetic force is reduced, and thus sensitivity is low-

ered.
[0007] Thus, actuators for optical pickups which can
minimize the number of polarizations of a magnet and
prevent a decrease in actuator sensitivity are necessary.
[0008] With a view to solve or reduce the above prob-
lems, it is an aim of embodiments of the present inven-
tion to provide an actuator for an optical pickup which
can prevent a decrease in actuator sensitivity and re-
duce the size of the optical pickup by reducing the
number of polarizations of a magnet.
[0009] According to a first aspect of the invention
there is provided an actuator for an optical pickup so as
to drive a support, on which an objective lens is mount-
ed, in focusing and tracking directions, the actuator
comprising: a pair of magnets installed on a base; and
a plate coil installed in the support to be placed between
the magnets; wherein each magnet has a shape in
which N and S poles of the magnet are alternately mag-
netized in four regions asymmetrically split vertically and
horizontally.
[0010] Preferably, the plate coil includes a focusing
substrate on which a focusing coil is formed, and a track-
ing substrate that is attached to the focusing substrate,
on which a tracking coil is formed.
[0011] Preferably, the focusing coil is formed of a pair
of closed loops that are arranged symmetrically with re-
spect to a vertical line, and the tracking coil is formed of
a pair of closed loops that are arranged up and down
with respect to a horizontal line passing through the
center of the focusing coil and arranged symmetrically
with respect to the vertical line.
[0012] Preferably, there is provided a magnetized gap
forming a boundary between the four regions of the
magnet comprises: a horizontal magnetized gap which
passes the magnet in a horizontal direction and splits
the magnet into two portions up and down; a first vertical
magnetized gap which splits the magnet asymmetrically
with respect to a vertical line, from the upper portion of
the horizontal magnetized gap; and a second vertical
magnetized gap which splits the magnet asymmetrically
in a right and left ratio opposite to that of the first vertical
magnetized gap from the lower portion of the horizontal
magnetized gap.
[0013] For a better understanding of the invention,
and to show how embodiments of the same may be car-
ried into effect, reference will now be made, by way of
example, to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings
in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a conventional actuator for an
optical pickup;

Figure 2 illustrates an electromagnetic driving unit
of the actuator for an optical pickup shown in Figure
1;

Figure 3 illustrates magnets of the electromagnetic
driving unit show in Figure 2;
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Figure 4 illustrates an actuator for an optical pickup
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

Figure 5 illustrates an electromagnetic driving unit
of the actuator for an optical pickup shown in Figure
4;

Figure 6 illustrates a plate coil of the electromag-
netic driving unit shown in Figure 5;

Figure 7 illustrates correlation of an initial position
between the plate coil and a magnet of the electro-
magnetic driving unit shown in Figure 5;

Figures 8A through 11B illustrate position variations
caused by the control from the initial position shown
in Figure 7; and

Figures 12 through 15 are graphs comparing sen-
sitivity variations of the prior art caused by the dis-
placement of the actuator for an optical pickup with
those of embodiments of the present invention, re-
spectively.

[0014] Figure 4 illustrates the structure of an actuator
for an optical pickup according to the present invention.
Referring to Figure 4, a holder 30 is placed on a base
30, and a support 20 on which an objective lens 10 is
mounted, is supported by a plurality of wires 70 in order
to enable the support 20 to move toward the holder 30.
And an electromagnetic driving unit which drives the
support 20 in a focusing direction Z and in a tracking
direction X and controls the position of the objective lens
10, is provided. The electromagnetic driving unit in-
cludes a pair of magnets 50 that is installed to be oppo-
site to the base 40 and a plate coil 60 that is installed in
the support 20 to be placed between the magnets of the
pair of magnets 50.
[0015] As shown in Figure 5, each magnet of the pair
of magnets 50 has a shape in which N and S poles of
the magnet 50 are alternately magnetized in four re-
gions asymmetrically split vertically and horizontally.
Namely, each magnet of the pair of magnets 50 is split
up and down into two portions by a horizontal magnet-
ized gap G1, and the horizontal magnetized gap G1 has
a shape in which upper and lower portions are split while
passing a portion higher than the center of each magnet
of the pair of magnets 50. Thus, the upper and lower
portions of the horizontal magnetized gap G1 are asym-
metrically split into two portions. Likewise, the upper
portion of the horizontal magnetized gap G1 of the two
portions split up and down, is again split into two portions
by a first vertical magnetized gap G2. The first vertical
magnetized gap G2 is asymmetrically split right and left
toward the right of Figure 5 from the center of each mag-
net of the pair of magnets 50. Also, the lower portion of
the horizontal magnetized gap G1 is split right and left

by a second vertical magnetized gap G3. The second
vertical magnetized gap G3 is asymmetrically split right
and left toward the left of Figure 5 from the center of
each magnet of the pair of magnets 50. N and S poles
of each magnet of the pair of magnets 50 are alterna-
tively magnetized in the split four portions. Of course,
an opposite pole is arranged at the opposite side of each
magnet of the pair of magnets 50 so as to generate an
attractive force.
[0016] The plate coil 60 is placed between the mag-
nets of the pair of magnets 50 that are asymmetrically
four-split and magnetized. The plate coil 60 includes a
focusing substrate 61 on which a focusing coil 61a is
formed, and a tracking substrate 62 on which a tracking
coil 62a is formed. The focusing coil 61a of the focusing
substrate 61 is formed of a pair of closed loops that are
arranged symmetrically with respect to a vertical line V.
The tracking coil 62a of the tracking substrate 62 is
formed of a pair of closed loops that are arranged up
and down with respect to a horizontal line H passing
through the center of the focusing coil 61a, and arranged
symmetrically with respect to the vertical line V. The
tracking substrate 62 is attached to front and back sides
of the focusing substrate 61, respectively, in the same
form.
[0017] Initial relative positions of each magnet of the
pair of magnets 50 and the plate coil 60 are as shown
in Figure 7. In this state, if position control of the objec-
tive lens 10 is performed, current flows through the plate
coil 60 and thus the support 20 moves. Here, the plate
coil 60 is fixed in the support 20. The movement of the
support 20 in the position of the plate coil 60 will be de-
scribed below.
[0018] Figures 8A and 8B illustrate the relative posi-
tions of each magnet of the pair of magnets 50 and the
plate coil 60 when focusing control is performed down-
ward and thus the support 20 descends in the lowest
position. And Figures 9A and 9B illustrate the case
where tracking control is performed in the descended
state as in Figure 8A, and thus the support 20 moves to
a right limit. According to embodiments of the present
invention, there are only the first and second vertical
magnetized gaps G2 and G3 in a horizontal direction,
and thus the effective area of the magnet is relatively
large compared to the structure of the prior art shown in
Figure 1. Even if it seems that a two-stage gap is formed
by the first and second vertical magnetized gaps G2 and
G3 in a horizontal direction, this is actually the same as
a one-stage gap because the first and second vertical
magnetized gaps G2 and G3 are alternately arranged
for asymmetrical division. Thus, an effective area of the
magnet larger than of the prior art can be obtained. This
is in close relation with the sensitivity increase of the
actuator for an optical pickup. As shown in Figures 8A
through 9B, even though focusing control and tracking
control are simultaneously performed and thus the sup-
port 20 moves to an extreme position, the effective area
of each magnet of the pair of magnets 50 which faces
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the plate coil 60 can be effectively maintained.
[0019] Conversely, Figures 10A and 10B illustrate the
relative positions of each magnet of the pair of magnets
50 and the plate coil 60 when focusing control is per-
formed upward, and thus the support 20 ascends in the
highest position. Figures 11A and 11B illustrate the case
where tracking control is performed in the ascended
state as in Figure 10A, and thus the support 20 moves
to a left limit. Similarly, even though the support 20
moves to the extreme position, the effective area be-
tween the plate coil 60 and each magnet of the pair of
magnets 50 that are used for tracking control, can be
effectively maintained.
[0020] If the effective area is maintained by each mag-
net of the pair of magnets 50 that is asymmetrically mag-
netized and the plate coil 60 corresponding to each
magnet of the pair of magnets 50, the sensitivity of the
actuator for an optical pickup can be increased. If the
sensitivity of the actuator for an optical pickup is high, a
higher force which moves the support 20 can be ob-
tained in case of the same current supplied. Figures 12
through 15 are graphs comparing sensitivity variations
of the prior art caused by the displacement of the actu-
ator for an optical pickup with those of embodiments of
the present invention, respectively. Maximums of the
graphs represent the sensitivity in an initial state where
focusing or tracking control is not performed, i.e., max-
imum forces which affect the actuator for an optical pick-
up in case of the same current supplied. In this case,
the effective area where magnetized portions of the fo-
cusing coil 61a, the tracking coil 62a, and the magnets
of the pair of magnets 50 face one another, is the largest,
and thus the largest sensitivity of the actuator for an op-
tical pickup can be obtained. If the support 20 moves in
the focusing direction Z or the tracking direction X from
the highest points, the effective area is reduced gradu-
ally, and thus the sensitivity of the actuator for an optical
pickup is reduced gradually.
[0021] Figure 12 illustrates sensitivity variations in the
focusing direction caused by the displacement of the ac-
tuator in the focusing direction. It can be known from
Figure 12 that a deviation between a maximum value
and a minimum value is reduced greatly in the structure
of the present invention than in a conventional structure.
That is, the sensitivity in the initial state in the conven-
tional structure is nearly similar to the sensitivity in the
initial state in structures according to embodiments of
the present invention, but the sensitivity in the initial
state in the conventional structure is rapidly reduced
when focusing control begins, and thus the displace-
ment of the support 20 increases. However, the lowering
of the sensitivity is not severe in the structure according
to embodiments of the present invention, and thus a
sensitivity like that in the initial state can be maintained.
[0022] Figure 13 illustrates sensitivity variations in the
focusing direction caused by the displacement of the ac-
tuator in the tracking direction. It can be known from Fig-
ure 13 that the sensitivity of the actuator for an optical

pickup according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion is higher compared with that of a conventional ac-
tuator for an optical pickup.
[0023] Figure 14 illustrates sensitivity variations in the
tracking direction caused by the displacement of the ac-
tuator in the focusing direction. Similarly, it can be known
from Figure 14 that the deviation between the maximum
value and the minimum value is reduced more com-
pared with that of the conventional actuator for an optical
pickup.
[0024] Figure 15 illustrates sensitivity variations in the
tracking direction caused by the displacement of the ac-
tuator in the tracking direction. It can be known from Fig-
ure 15 that the conventional actuator for an optical pick-
up and the actuator for an optical pickup according to
embodiments of the present invention show similar sen-
sitivity.
[0025] Hence, it can be overall known that the actua-
tor for an optical pickup according to embodiments of
the present invention is less affected by sensitivity var-
iations caused by the movement of the support 20 com-
pared with that of the conventional actuator for an optical
pickup. This is because the effective area between the
plate coil 60 and the magnet 50 is properly maintained
even though the support 20 is displaced. Consequently,
the actuator for an optical pickup can reduce the size of
the electromagnetic driving unit by reducing the number
of magnetized gaps that are formed on each magnet of
the pair of magnets 50, while being less affected by sen-
sitivity variations when the support 20 moves.
[0026] As described above, the actuator has the fol-
lowing advantages: first, since the number of magnet-
ized gaps formed on one magnet is reduced in horizon-
tal and vertical directions, the entire actuator for an op-
tical pickup can be made slim by reducing the size of
the electromagnetic driving unit; and second, sensitivity
variations caused by the displacement of the support
can be reduced during focusing and tracking control,
and thus the reliability of control is increased.
[0027] While this invention has been particularly
shown and described with reference to preferred em-
bodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes in form and details may
be made therein without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention as defined by the appended
claims.
[0028] The reader's attention is directed to all papers
and documents which are filed concurrently with or pre-
vious to this specification in connection with this appli-
cation and which are open to public inspection with this
specification, and the contents of all such papers and
documents are incorporated herein by reference.
[0029] All of the features disclosed in this specifica-
tion (including any accompanying claims, abstract and
drawings), and/or all of the steps of any method or proc-
ess so disclosed, may be combined in any combination,
except combinations where at least some of such fea-
tures and/or steps are mutually exclusive.
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[0030] Each feature disclosed in this specification (in-
cluding any accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings), may be replaced by alternative features serving
the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless ex-
pressly stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated
otherwise, each feature disclosed is one example only
of a generic series of equivalent or similar features.
[0031] The invention is not restricted to the details of
the foregoing embodiment(s). The invention extends to
any novel one, or any novel combination, of the features
disclosed in this specification (including any accompa-
nying claims, abstract and drawings), or to any novel
one, or any novel combination, of the steps of any meth-
od or process so disclosed.

Claims

1. An actuator for an optical pickup so as to drive a
support (20), on which an objective lens (10) is
mounted, in focusing and tracking directions, the
actuator comprising:

a pair of magnets (50) installed on a base (40);
and

a plate coil (60) installed in the support (20) to
be placed between the magnets (50);

wherein each magnet (50) has a shape in
which N and S poles of the magnet are alternately
magnetized in four regions asymmetrically split ver-
tically and horizontally.

2. The actuator of claim 1, wherein the plate coil (60)
includes a focusing substrate (61) on which a focus-
ing coil (61a) is formed, and a tracking substrate
(62) that is attached to the focusing substrate (61),
on which a tracking coil (62a) is formed.

3. The actuator of claim 2, wherein the focusing coil
(61a) is formed of a pair of closed loops that are
arranged symmetrically with respect to a vertical
line, and the tracking coil (62a) is formed of a pair
of closed loops that are arranged up and down with
respect to a horizontal line passing through the
center of the focusing coil (61a) and arranged sym-
metrically with respect to the vertical line.

4. The actuator of claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein a magnet-
ized gap forming a boundary between the four re-
gions of the magnet comprises:

a horizontal magnetized gap (91) which passes
the magnet in a horizontal direction and splits
the magnet into two portions up and down;

a first vertical magnetized gap (92) which splits

the magnet asymmetrically with respect to a
vertical line, from the upper portion of the hori-
zontal magnetized gap; and

a second vertical magnetized gap (93) which
splits the magnet asymmetrically in a right and
left ratio opposite to that of the first vertical mag-
netized gap from the lower portion of the hori-
zontal magnetized gap.
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