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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to compositions and methods for treating and preventing oxalate related condi-
tions. More particularly, the invention relates to compositions and methods comprising oxalate-degrading or oxalate-
reducing bacteria.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Kidney-urinary tract stone disease (urolithiasis) is a major health problem throughout the world. Most of the
stones associated with urolithiasis are composed of calcium oxalate alone or calcium oxalate plus calcium phosphate.
Other disease states have also been associated with excess oxalate. These include, vulvodynia, oxalosis associated
with end-stage renal disease, cardiac conductance disorders, Crohn’s disease, and other enteric disease states.
[0003] Oxalic acid, and/or its salt, oxalate, is found in a wide variety of foods, and is therefore, a component of many
constituents in human and animal diets. Increased oxalate absorption may occur after foods containing elevated amounts
of oxalic acid are eaten. Foods such as spinach and rhubarb are well known to contain high amounts of oxalate, but a
multitude of other foods and beverages also contain oxalate. Because oxalate is found in such a wide variety of foods,
diets that are low in oxalate and which are also palatable are hard to formulated. In addition, compliance with a low
oxalate diet is often problematic.
[0004] Endogenous oxalate is also produced metabolically by normal tissue enzymes. Oxalate, which includes dietary
oxalate that is absorbed as well as oxalate that is produced metabolically, is not further metabolized by tissue enzymes
and must therefore be excreted. This excretion occurs mainly via the kidneys. The concentration of oxalate in kidney
fluids is critical, with increased oxalate concentrations causing increased risk for the formation of calcium oxalate crystals
and thus the subsequent formation of kidney stones,
[0005] The risk for formation of kidney stones revolves around a number of factors that are not yet completely under-
stood. Kidney or urinary tract stone disease occurs in as many as 12% of the population in Western countries and about
70% of these stones are composed of calcium oxalate or of calcium oxalate plus calcium phosphate. Some individuals
(e.g., patients with intestinal disease such as Crohn’s disease, inflammatory bowel disease, or steatorrhea and also
patients that have undergone jejunoileal bypass surgery) absorb more of the oxalate in their diets than do others. For
these individuals, the incidence of oxalate urolithiasis increases markedly. The increased disease incidence is due to
increased levels of oxalate in kidneys and urine, and this, the most common hyperoxaluric syndrome in man, is known
as enteric hyperoxaluria. Oxalate is also a problem in patients with end-stage renal disease and there is recent evidence
(Solomons, C. C., M. H. Melmed, S. M. Heitler [1991] "Calcium citrate for vulvar vestibulitis" Journal of Reproductive
Medicine 36:879-882) that elevated urinary oxalate is also involved in vulvar vestibulitis (vulvodynia).
[0006] Bacteria that degrade oxalate have been isolated from human feces (Allison, M. J., H. M. Cook, D. B. Milne,
S. Gallagher, R. V. Clayman [1986] "Oxalate degradation by gastrointestinal bacteria from humans" J. Nutr. 116:455-460).
These bacteria were found to be similar to oxalate-reducing bacteria that had been isolated from the intestinal contents
of a number of species of animals (Dawson, K. A., M. J. Allison, P. A. Hartman [1980] "Isolation and some characteristics
of anaerobic oxalate-degrading bacteria the rumen" Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 40:833-839; Allison, M. J., H. M. Cook
[1981] "Oxalate degradation by microbes of the large bowel of herbivores: the effect of dietary oxalate" Science
212:675-676; Daniel, S. L., P. A. Hartman, M. J. Allison [1987] "Microbial degradation of oxalate in the gastrointestinal
tracts of rats" Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 53:1793-1797). These bacteria are different from any previously described or-
ganism and have been given both a new species and a new genus name (Allison, M. J., K. A. Dawson, W. R. Mayberry,
J. G. Foss [1985] "Oxalabacter formigenes gen. nov., sp. nov.: oxalate-degrading anaerobes that inhabit the gastroin-
testinal tract" Arch. Microbiol. 141:1-7).
[0007] Not all humans carry populations of O. formigenes in their intestinal tracts (Allison, M. J., S. L. Daniel, N. A.
Comick [1995] "Oxalate-degrading bacteria" In Khan, S. R. (ed.), Calcium Oxalate in Biological Systems CRC Press;
Doane, L. T., M. Liebman, D. R. Caldwell [1989] "Microbial oxalate degradation: effects on oxalate and calcium balance
in humans" Nutrition Research 9:957-964). There are low concentrations or a complete lack of oxalate degrading bacteria
in the fecal samples of persons who have had jejunoileal bypass surgery (Allison et al. [1986] "Oxalate degradation by
gastrointestinal bacteria from humans" J. Nutr. 116:455-460). Also, certain humans and animals may maintain colonies
of O. formigenes but nevertheless have excess levels of oxalate for reasons which are not clearly understood. What is
needed are methods for treating humans and animals to reduce the oxalate levels in their bodies so that oxalate-related
conditions are treated or prevented. Desirable methods would include administration of oxalate-reducing compositions.
Enteric coated composition containing oxalate degrading bacteria has been disclosed. US20040234514A1 describes
compositions containing oxalate degrading bacteria or enzymes that have been lyophilized or frozen in liquid or paste
form and encapsulated in a gel capsule or other enteric protection. However, the present inventors have identified that
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there is a need for developing further compositions for oral administration designed to deliver oxalate degrading bacteria
to the intestine, i.e. such a composition should enable the passage of the oxalate degrading bacteria through the stomach
to the intestine without any loss of activity when passing the stomach. Moreover, there is a need for developing such
compositions that also have an acceptable shelf-life under storage conditions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention comprises compositions and methods for treating and preventing oxalate-related con-
ditions. Compositions of the present invention comprise pharmaceutical compositions comprising Oxalobacter formi-
genes that reduce oxalate. More particularly, the present invention provides a composition for oral administration to a
human or an animal, the composition comprising an oral delivery vehicle comprising an oxalate degrading composition
comprising a) from 3% to 25% of oxalate degrading bacteria, b) from 1.5% to 6% of a disaccharide, c) from 45% to 60%
of a maltodextrin, d) from 4% to 6% of an alginate, and e) from 20% to 35% of an oligofructose; for delivery of oxalate-
degrading bacteria to the intestines of a human or an animal upon oral administration, wherein the oxalate degrading
bacteria is Oxalobacter formigenes. The composition is designed to have a suitable storage shelf-life and furthermore,
it enables delivery to the intestine of the oxalate degrading bacteria. The present invention contemplates that one or
more suitable oxalate degrading enzymes may be added in addition to the bacteria in the composition, provided that
the enzyme is active in the intestinal environment such as e.g. a pH of about 6.8 and more. At present, to the best of
the inventors knowledge only the native oxalayl CoA decarboxylase enzyme is active at such a pH, but this enzyme also
requires formyl CoA transferase to activate oxalate to oxalyl CoA, a substrate of oxalayl CoA decarboxylase. Modified
enzymes may be developed in the future. Use of a purified enzyme will offer further advantages with respect to activity,
purity etc. The compositions provided by the present invention are sufficiently stable and are formulated to avoid any
release of contents during passage through the stomach in order to avoid any substantial degradation of the bacteria
while in the stomach.
[0009] Methods of the present invention comprise administering the pharmaceutical compositions to treat or prevent
oxalate-related conditions, and methods for making such pharmaceutical compositions. One embodiment comprises
methods which reduce the risk for developing oxalate- related disorders by reducing the amount of oxalate in the
gastrointestinal tract. This reduction in the gastrointestinal tract leads to a reduction in systemic oxalate levels thereby
promoting good health.
[0010] In one embodiment of the subject invention, a reduction in oxalate absorption is achieved by supplying oxalate-
degrading bacteria to the gastrointestinal tract.
[0011] These bacteria are Oxalobacter formigenes. These bacteria use oxalate as a substrate. This utilization reduces
the concentration of soluble oxalate in the intestine and, thus, the amount of oxalate available for absorption. A reduction
of oxalate in the gastrointestinal tract can also lead to removal of oxalate from the circulatory system. Methods of the
present invention contemplate an overall reduction of the oxalate load in an individual.
[0012] In a specific embodiment, the subject invention provides methods and compositions for the delivery of viable
O. formigenes to the gastrointestinal tracts of persons who are at increased risk for oxalate-related disease. Bacteria
remove oxalate from the intestinal tract, thereby reducing the amount of oxalate available for absorption and leading to
increased oxalate excretion from the blood into the intestines.
[0013] Compositions comprise the microbes that degrade oxalate, and produce enzymes which confer upon these
microbes the ability to degrade oxalate.
[0014] Such microbes or enzymes may be provided in compositions that are provided as pharmaceutical compositions
and formulations taught herein wherein the microbes or enzymes may be provided in pharmaceutical formulations
comprising excipients, and other pharmaceutical carriers known in the art. Further, such pharmaceutical compositions
comprise delivery vehicles, such as powders, capsules, pills, granules or tablets, for delivery to the gastrointestinal tract
of humans or animals.
[0015] Enzymes having a role in oxalate degradation may be used in the methods and compositions of the present
invention and include, but are not limited to formyl-CoA transferase, oxalyl-CoA decarboxylase, oxalate oxidase, oxalate
decarboxylase and other enzymes, cofactors, and co-enzymes that are substituents of oxalate degradation pathways
or involved in oxalate metabolic pathways, particularly oxalate reduction.
[0016] The present invention also comprises methods and compositions comprising enzymes for reducing oxalate
levels in order to treat or prevent oxalate related conditions. For example, a reduction in oxalate levels is achieved by
administering enzymes which act to degrade oxalate. These enzymes may be administered as a cell lysate. The cell
lysate is made from microorganism that has oxalate-reducing function, O. formigenes. In a specific embodiment, the
enzymes which are administered are one or more of the enzymes of the present invention such as, but not limited to,
oxalate decarboxylase, oxalate oxidase, formyl-CoA transferase and oxalyl-CoA decarboxylase. Optionally, additional
factors which improve enzyme activity can be administered. These additional factors may be, for example, oxalyl CoA,
MgCl2 , and TPP (thiamine diphosphate, an active form of vitamin B1). The pharmaceutical compositions comprising
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enzymes comprise one or more enzymes, and optionally, cofactors, coenzymes, and other agents that enhance enzyme
activity, individually or in combination, and are provided along with pharmaceutically acceptable carriers and excipients.
[0017] A further aspect of the subject invention pertains to pharmaceutical compositions and/or nutritional supplements
for oral administration. These compositions release the oxalate degrading microbes, or oxalate degrading enzymes, in
the intestines of humans or animals. The compositions of the present invention comprise pharmaceutically acceptable
formulations. For example, the methods and compositions of the present invention comprise a dose delivery system
that provides the compositions to the desired locations, such as delivery of the compositions to the gastrointestinal tract
of the recipient. The compositions of the present invention may be administered as a constituent of foods, such as milk,
meats, and yogurt.
[0018] In a further embodiment of the subject invention, a reduction in oxalate absorption is achieved in domesticated,
agricultural, or exotic animals deficient in oxalate-degrading bacteria by administering oxalate-degrading microorgan-
isms, plants, and enzymes individually or in combinations.
[0019] Methods of the present invention comprise treating or preventing oxalate-related conditions in humans and
animals by administering an effective amount of oxalate reducing compositions comprising one or more oxalate reducing
microorganisms, one or more oxalate reducing enzymes or combinations and mixtures thereof. Oxalate-related conditions
include, but are not limited to, hyperoxaluria, primary hyperoxaluria, idiopathic calcium oxalate kidney stone disease
(urolithiasis), enteric hyperoxaluria, vulvodynia, oxalosis associated with end-stage renal disease, cardiac conductance
disorders, inflammatory bowel disease, Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0020]

FIG. 1A is a graph of data from a high calcium diet.
FIG. 1B is a graph of data from a low calcium diet.
FIG. 2A is a graph of excreted oxalate.
FIG. 2B a graph of excreted oxalate.
FIG. 2C a graph of excreted oxalate.
FIGS. 3A-C a graph of excreted oxalate.
FIG. 4 a graph of excreted oxalate.
FIG. 5 is a graph of CFU/capsule in coated capsules vs storage in weeks at 4°C and -20°C.
FIG. 6 is a graph showing average losses in coated capsules vs storage in weeks at 4°C and -20°C.
FIG. 7 is a graph of average losses in gelatin versus HPMC capsules storage in weeks.
FIG. 8 is a graph of average losses in aqueous vs organic coated capsules.
FIG. 9 is a graph of average losses sorted by coating and capsule type.
FIG. 10 is a graph of average losses with or without Avicel®.
FIG. 11 is a graph of average losses in polyproppylene tubes vs blister packaging.
FIG. 12 is a graph of average losses in polyproppylene tubes vs blister packaging without error bars.

DETAILED DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0021] The present invention comprises methods and compositions for oxalate reduction. The compositions of the
present invention comprise bacteria, but may, in some embodiments, contain microorganisms, enzymes, polynucleotide
sequences, vectors, cells, plants or animals that are capable of reducing oxalate. Compositions comprise microorganisms
that are capable of reducing oxalate. Such microorganisms include, Oxalobacter formigenes.
[0022] Compositions also comprise enzymes that are components of oxalate reduction pathways. Such compositions
comprise one or more enzymes and optionally include cofactors, coenzymes, and other factors needed or desired for
enzyme activity. Compositions comprise one or more enzymes including, but not limited to, oxalate reducing enzymes
and other enzymes involved in oxalate metabolism found in plants, animals or humans. The compositions comprise one
or more of the oxalate reducing enzymes taught herein. As used herein, the term "one or more enzymes" means that
one type of enzyme may be present,, such as formyl-CoA transferase is intended, or more than one type of enzyme,
such as a composition comprising, for example oxalyl CoA decarboxylase and formyl CoA transferase; oxalate decar-
boxylase and oxalate oxidase, or a combination of wild-type enzyme and mutant enzyme, are present in the composition..
As is known in the art, the term does not mean one enzyme molecule, but multiples of molecules of one or more enzyme
types.
[0023] As used herein, the terms oxalate-degrading enzymes and oxalate-reducing enzymes are interchangeable and
both refer to enzymes involved in the reduction or degradation of oxalate in any organism, or to active fragments or
recombinant proteins comprising active fragments capable of reducing or degrading oxalate.
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[0024] Compositions of the present invention also comprise pharmaceutical compositions comprising viable oxalate-
reducing bacteria and optionally, pharmaceutical excipients or carriers in a delivery vehicle. Compositions also comprise
pharmaceutical compositions comprising one or more purified oxalate-reducing enzymes, including but not limited to,
purified from natural sources of such enzymes, recombinantly produced or synthetically produced enzymes, and op-
tionally, pharmaceutical excipients or carriers, in a delivery vehicle.
[0025] Pharmaceutical compositions of the present invention comprise oral delivery vehicles, including, but not limited
to, powders, capsules, pills, granules and tablets, that may be coated to resist harsh environments such as the stomach.
Such oral delivery vehicles are used to deliver viable oxalate reducing bacteria and enzymes in the dosages and methods
taught herein. Such pharmaceutical compositions are stable. Compositions may provide viable bacteria and, if relevant,
enzymes having activity for at least 12 months, with minimal loss in cfu (colony forming units) and enzyme activity.
[0026] To be more specific, a composition of the invention may be one, wherein the oral delivery vehicle comprises
a gel capsule. In a specific embodiment such a gel capsule is further reinforced to exclude intrusion of gastric juice into
the capsule during its transit through the stomach. A suitable reinforcement is found to be banding of the gel capsule
by seaming the edges of the two parts of the capsule with a suitable material. The present inventors have found that
when the gel capsule is made of gelatin, a suitable seaming material is gelatin and when the gel capsule is made of
hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose (HPMC), a suitable seaming material is HPMC. Combinations or use of other materials
with similar properties may also prove suitable. The oxalate-degrading bacteria present in a composition of the invention
may be in the form of a cell paste, a freeze dried powder, micro- or nanoparticles, micro- or nanoparticles emulsions, etc.
[0027] A feature of a composition of the present invention is its ability to withstand negative impact from the acidic
gastric environment (and negative impact of enzymes present in the stomach as well). One method is to provide the
composition with an enteric coating. In those cases, where a gel capsule is provided with a banding, the enteric coating
is provided after the banding process. Suitable enteric coating materials are normally polymeric materials such as, e.g.,
materials conventionally used in the pharmaceutical industry to produce enteric coatings. These include materials listed
in Remington’s Pharmaceutical Science, notably cellulose derivatives including cellulose acetate phthalate, hydroxy-
propyl methylcellulose phthalate and hydroxypropyl methylcellulose acetate succinate; methacrylic acid polymers in-
cluding methacrylic acid copolymers such as Eudragit® L and S, available from Röhm GmbH, Germany; and polyvinyl
acetate pththalate and the like.
[0028] In a composition of the present invention, wherein the oxalate-degrading activity is provided by a cell paste,
the oxalate degrading composition has a cfu/g of at least from about 1x103 to about 1x1013, from about 1x105 to about
1x1012. Such a cell paste, not in a delivery composition of the present invention, normally has a higher level of cfu/g and
each process step may contribute to a reduction in the cfu/g of the final composition, which must be taken into according
during preparation. Normally, an oxalate degrading composition of the invention has a cfu/unit dosage form of from about
5x105 to about 1x1010 or from about 5x105 to about 5x107.
[0029] A composition of the invention is conveniently in unit dosage form such as e.g. capsules, sachets, tablets or
the like. In an interesting embodiment, the composition is in the form of a capsule. Tablets are also of interest, but may
have a problem of lessening stability and activity, namely the risk for losing activity during the tableting process. Fur-
thermore, any coating to be provided on the surface of the tablet may have the risk of coming in direct contact with the
bacteria and thereby, increasing the risk of loss of activity and stability.
[0030] As demonstrated in the examples herein, a composition provided by the invention has an acceptable storage
stability. Thus, the loss of colony forming units of the oxalate degrading bacteria in a composition of the invention upon
storage for 6 months at 4°C is at the most 3 log, such as, e.g., at the most 2 log, at the most 1 log or at the most 0.5 log,
and/or the loss of colony forming units of the oxalate degrading bacteria in a composition of the invention upon storage
for 12 months at 4°C is at the most 3 log, such as, e.g., at the most 2 log, at the most 1 log or at the most 0.5 log.
[0031] Moreover or alternatively, the loss of colony forming units of the oxalate degrading bacteria in a composition
of the invention upon storage for 6 months at - 20°C is at the most 2 log, such as, e.g., at the most 1.5 log, at the most
1 log or at the most 0.5 log, and/or the loss of colony forming units of the oxalate degrading bacteria in a composition
of the invention upon storage for 12 months at -20°C is at the most 2 log, such as, e.g., at the most 1.5 log, at the most
1 log or at the most 0.5 log.
[0032] The acceptable stability can also be expressed by the enzymatic activity. Thus, an oxalate degrading compo-
sition of the present invention has an oxalate degrading enzyme activity/g of at least from about 2 mg oxalate degraded/hr
to about 2500 mg oxalate degraded/hr such as, e.g. from about 60 to about 250 mg/hr or from about 20 to about 100 mg/hr.
[0033] In some situations it is contemplated that delivery of said composition to the intestines leads to colonization
with oxalate degrading bacteria of the intestine. The bacteria may become a part of the normal gut flora as shown by
analysis of the fecal material after the treatment with oxalate-reducing bacteria is stopped. In some instances, the
colonization of the intestine is transient. Previous experience in human studies has shown that the bacteria could be
detected in the stool sample one week after stopping the treatment with oxalate-reducing bacteria, but was not present
in a sample collected two weeks post-treatment.
[0034] A composition of the present invention is normally presented as a solid dosage form. According it is suitable
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that the oxalate reducing composition comprises a lyophilized powder. To this end, the presence of a cryopreserving
agent is suitable, especially during the preparation of the composition. Suitable cryopreserving agents are carbohydrates,
amino acids, polymers, polyols, and salts of organic acids. In a specific embodiment, the cryopreserving agent is a
disaccharide such as, e.g., trehalose.
[0035] The cryopreserving agent may be a carbohydrate selected from the group consisting of trehalose, glucose,
fructose, sucrose, lactose, maltose, sucrose, diglucose, raffinose, starch including maize starch, potato starch, rice
starch, tapioca starch, and wheat starch, or it may be a sugar alcohol such as a sugar alcohol such as mannitol, xylitol,
sorbitol, inositol, and maltitol.
[0036] As is well known in the pharmaceutical industry, formulation of pharmaceutical compositions may use phar-
maceutically acceptable excipients in order to adjust the compositions’ technical properties (e.g. flow ability of a powder
in order to fill the capsule or tablet machine; addition of bulking agents in order to increase the mass of the individual
dosage form; addition of binding agents, fillers, diluents etc.). In the present invention, it is normally necessary to add
excipients to increase the mass of each dosage form. In an interesting embodiment the excipient may also have other
suitable properties such as, e.g., to increase flowability of the powder to be filled into e.g. capsules, to increase stability
or it may function as a cryopreservative agent or a moisture scavenger. Accordingly, in one embodiment, a composition
of the invention comprises one or more excipients that are pharmaceutically acceptable excipients. Notably, such an
excipient may be a bulking agent. In some cases, the excipient also has cryopreserving properties.
[0037] Examples of such excipients for use in the present invention include, but are not limited to, maltodextrin,
raftilose/oligofructose and alginate, or from gelatin, cellulose derivatives, lactose, or starches. In a specific embodiment
the excipient is an alginate such as, e.g., an alkali metal or alkaline earth metal salt of alginic acid including sodium
alginate, potassium alginate or calcium alginate.
[0038] A composition of the invention may also comprise one or more moisture scavengers such as, e.g. celluloses,
celluloses derivatives, silica and silica derivatives. Specific examples are cellulose, microcrystalline cellulose, sodium
carboxymethyl cellulose, hydroxypropyl cellulose, hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose,or a silica including a fumed silicon
dioxide. Notably, the microcrystalline cellulose may be Avicel™ and/or the fumed silicon dioxide may be Cabosil™.
[0039] It is contemplated that the specific surface area of the one or more moisture scavengers is important for its
function. Accordingly, in one embodiment the one or more moisture scavengers has a specific surface area of at least
0.6 m2/g such as, e.g. at least 0.7 m2/g, or at least 1 m2/g.
[0040] The delivery comprises from about 3% to about 25% of oxalate degrading bacteria, b) from about 1.5% to about
6% of a disaccharide, c) from about 45% to about 60% of a maltodextrin, d) from about 4% to about 6% of an alginate,
and e) from about 20% to about 35% of an oligofructose.
[0041] In those cases where a lyophilized powder is employed, the powder normally has a particle size of about 10
microns to about 2000 microns, such as, e.g., from about 500 microns to about 1500 microns, from about 600 microns
to about 1000 microns, such as about 800 microns.
[0042] The composition administered is normally in solid form e.g. in the form of particles or in a solid dosage form
e.g. in the form of sachets, capsules or tablets (e.g. the particles are further processed into a suitable dosage form by
methods well-known by a person skilled in the art). To this end, suitable pharmaceutically acceptable excipients may
be added such as, e.g., fillers, binders, disintegrants, colors, flavors, pH-adjusting agents, stabilizers, buffering agents,
solubilizing agents, preservatives, cofactors for the enzymes etc. Moreover, one or more further therapeutically and/or
prophylactically substance may be added and/or other enzymes, cofactors, substrates, coenzymes, minerals and other
agents that are helpful in the reduction of oxalate.
[0043] Examples of suitable pharmaceutically acceptable excipients include: dextrins, maltodextrins, dextrose, fruc-
tose, glucose, lactose, cellulose derivatives including carboxymethylcellulose calcium, carboxymethylcellulose sodium,
hydroxypropylcellulose, hydroxypropylmethylcellulose (HPMC), microcrystalline cellulose (e.g., various grades of Avi-
cel®), starches or modified starches (e.g. potato starch, maize starch, rice starch, pre-gelatinised starch), polyvinyl
acetate, polyvinylpyrrolidone, agar, sodium alginate, sodium croscarmellose, calcium hydrogen phosphate, calcium
phosphate (e.g. basic calcium phosphate, calcium hydrogen phosphate), calcium sulphate, carboxyalkylcellulose,
dextrates, dibasic calcium phosphate, gelatine, gummi arabicum, hydroxypropyl cellulose, hydroxypropylmethylcellulose,
methylcellulose, polyethylene glycol, polyethylene oxide, and as lubricants: talc, magnesium stearate, calcium stearate,
stearic acid, hydrogenated vegetable oils and the like.
[0044] Methods of the present invention comprise making and using the compositions of the present invention. Methods
also comprise making compositions comprising cell lysates having oxalate reducing activity, compositions comprising
one or more enzymes having oxalate reducing activity, and compositions comprising dietary constituents made from
plants or microorganisms having altered oxalate levels. Methods also comprise making stable, oral pharmaceutical
compositions comprising viable oxalate-reducing bacteria.
[0045] Methods of the present invention comprise using the compositions of the present invention. The present in-
vention comprises methods of administering the compositions of the present invention to plants or animals for altering
the oxalate levels of the plant or animal. Methods also include dietary supplementation methods such that the compo-
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sitions of the present invention are administered to plants or animals in food or fertilizer sources or concurrent with food
or fertilizer source to alter the oxalate levels in the food, during the digestion of the food or during the uptake by the plants.
[0046] Methods of the present invention comprise methods of treating or preventing oxalate related conditions. Methods
comprise administering the compositions of the present invention in amounts effective to alter the oxalate level in an
organism. Such methods are effective for treatment of oxalate conditions in humans and animals including, but not
limited to, hyperoxaluria, primary hyperoxaluria, idiopathic calcium oxalate kidney stone disease (urolithiasis), enteric
hyperoxaluria, vulvodynia, oxalosis associated with end-stage renal disease, cardiac conductance disorders, inflamma-
tory bowel disease, Crohn’s disease, steatorrhea, patients who have undergone gastrointestinal surgery such as jeju-
noileal bypass surgery, antibiotic treatment, and ulcerative colitis.
[0047] The subject invention pertains to the introduction of compositions comprising one or more oxalate-degrading
bacteria and/or enzymes into a human or animal gastrointestinal tract where the activity of the compositions reduces
the amount and/or concentration of oxalate present thereby reducing the risk of disease due to oxalate.
[0048] The present invention comprises methods and compositions for the treatment and prevention of oxalate-related
conditions in humans and animals. A method for treating oxalate conditions comprises administering a composition
comprising one or more oxalate-reducing enzymes. Such compositions may be administered one or more times a day
for one or more days depending on the severity of the oxalate-related condition or the amount of oxalate in the gut or
body fluids of the human or animal. The treatments may continue as long as unwanted levels or oxalate are present in
the human or animal. For example, the enzyme composition may be administered one or more times a day for a range
of time including from one day to years. For humans or animals with chronic oxalate-related conditions, the composition
may be administered for the entire remaining lifespan of the human or animal.
[0049] The methods for treating and preventing oxalate-related conditions may comprise administering a composition
comprising an effective amount of oxalate-reducing enzymes or enzyme activity for reduction of oxalate. An effective
amount comprises an amount of activity units of oxalate-reducing enzyme activity that will reduce a portion of the oxalate
present or a level of activity units of oxalate-reducing enzyme activity that will initiate a reduction in the amount of oxalate
or maintain a lowered amount of oxalate in the individual compared to the amount of oxalate present before administration
of the composition. The number of activity units of oxalate-reducing enzyme activity that can be used in a single dose
composition can range from about 0.0001 units to about 5,000 units, from about 5 units to 100 units, from 0.05 to 50
units, to 0.5 to 500, from about 0.01 units to about 50 units, from about 0.01 units to about 5 units, from about 1 units to
about 100 units, from about 25 units to about 50 units, from about 30 units to about 100 units, from about 40 units to
about 120 units, from about 60 units to about 15 from about 50 units to about 100 units, from about 100 units to about
500 units, from about 100 units to about 300 units, from about 100 units to about 400 units, from about 100 units to about
5,000 units, from about 1,000 units to about 5,000 units, from about 2,500 units to about 5,000 units, from about 0.001
units to about 2,000 units and all ranges encompassed therein. The compositions may further include other enzymes,
cofactors, substrates, coenzymes, minerals and other agents that are helpful in the reduction of oxalate. A unit of the
enzyme is the amount of enzyme that will degrade one micromole of oxalate per minute at 37°C.
[0050] In a specific embodiment, the subject invention pertains to methods for the preparation and administration of
compositions comprising cells of oxalate-degrading bacteria of the species, Oxalobacter formigenes, to the human or
animal gastrointestinal tract where the activity of the microbes reduces the amount of oxalate present in the intestine
thereby causing a reduction of concentrations of oxalate in the kidneys and in other cellular fluids. In another embodiment,
the present invention comprises methods for the preparation and administration of compositions comprising one or more
oxalate-degrading enzymes, derived from any source, to the human or animal gastrointestinal tract where the activity
of the one or more enzymes reduces the amount of oxalate present in the intestine and lead to a reduction of concentrations
of oxalate in the kidneys and in other cellular fluids. The introduced cells or enzymes degrade oxalate and the bacteria
may or may not replicate in the intestinal habitat so that progeny of the initial cells colonize the intestine and continue
to remove oxalate. The presence of oxalate reducing bacteria reduces the risk for formation of kidney stones as well as
other disease complications caused by excess oxalic acid. In an embodiment for human use, the specific strains of O.
formigenes used are strains isolated from human intestinal samples. The strains are thus part of the normal human
intestinal bacterial flora. However, since they are not present in all persons, or are present in insufficient numbers, the
introduction of these organisms corrects a deficiency that exists in some humans.
[0051] Though not wishing to be bound by any particular theory, it is believed that enrichment of the contents of the
intestines with one or more species of oxalate-degrading bacteria or oxalate reducing enzymes causes a reduction of
oxalate in the intestinal contents. Some of the bacteria or administered enzymes carry out oxalate degradation at or
near the site of absorption. The activity of the bacteria or administered enzymes decreases the level of absorption of
dietary oxalate. A reduction in oxalate concentration in the intestines can also lead to a removal of oxalate from cells
and the general circulation. More specifically, a reduction of oxalate concentration in the intestines can also lead to
enhanced secretion of oxalate into the intestine from the blood and thus reduce the amount of oxalate that needs to be
excreted in urine. Thus, the methods of the subject invention for administering oxalate reducing bacteria or oxalate
reducing enzymes can be used to treat or prevent oxalate-related conditions such as primary hyperoxaluria in addition
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to treatment of dietary hyperoxaluria. The compositions and methods of the subject invention are particularly advanta-
geous in the promotion of healthy oxalate levels in humans and animals.
[0052] Pharmaceutical and nutriceutical compositions for the introduction of oxalate degrading bacteria or one or more
oxalate degrading enzymes, alone or in combinations, into the gastrointestinal tract include bacteria or enzymes that
have been lyophilized or frozen in liquid or paste form and may be delivered by an oral delivery vehicle such as by a gel
capsule or other enteric protection vehicle. The gel cap material is preferably a polymeric material which forms a delivery
pill or capsule that is resistant to degradation by the gastric acidity and enzymes of the stomach but is degraded with
concomitant release of oxalate-degrading compositions by the higher pH and bile acid contents in the intestine. The
released composition then converts oxalate present in the intestine to harmless products. Pharmaceutical or nutriceutical
carriers also can be combined with the bacteria or enzymes. These may include, for example, saline-phosphate or
bicarbonate buffer. Methods of the present invention comprise administration of oxalate-reducing compositions to the
gastrointestinal tract of humans or animals.
[0053] Oxalate-reducing compositions comprising one or more oxalate reducing bacteria or one or more oxalate
reducing enzymes, or combinations of bacteria and enzymes, to be administered can be delivered as capsules or
microcapsules designed to protect the composition from adverse effects of stomach acid. One or more of several enteric
protective coating methods can be used. Descriptions of such enteric coatings include the use of cellulose acetate
phthalate (CAP) (Yacobi, A., E. H. Walega, 1988, Oral sustained release formulations: Dosing and evaluation, Pergam-
mon Press). Other descriptions of encapsulation technology include U.S. Pat. No. 5,286,495. The compositions of the
subject invention can also be formulated as suppositories.
[0054] Other methods of administration of these compositions comprising one or more microorganisms, one or more
oxalate reducing enzymes or combinations and mixtures, to the intestines include adding the compositions directly to
food sources. The one or more bacteria may be added as freshly harvested cells, freeze dried cells, or otherwise protected
cells. The one or more enzymes may be added as lyophilized proteins, encapsulated or microencapsulated enzyme
compositions, enzymes complexed to other materials to maintain activity of the enzymes, and other methods known to
those skilled in the art for adding active enzymes to compositions. Foods may be supplemented with oxalate degrading
compositions without affecting their taste or appearance. These foods may be, for example, yogurt, milk, peanut butter
or chocolate. Upon ingestion, when the food products are being digested and absorbed by the intestines, the oxalate
degrading compositions, including one or more microorganisms, one or more enzymes or combinations, degrade oxalate
present in the intestines thus reducing absorption of oxalate into the bloodstream.
[0055] As noted above, a variety of foods can be supplemented with oxalate degrading compositions. Methods for
making such foods containing oxalate reducing compositions include admixing a food material with an oxalate reducing
composition. For example, oxalate reducing microbes can be grown in media and separated from the media by, for
example, centrifugation. Traditional yogurt cultures obtained from a commercial dairy can be mixed with the oxalate
degrading microbial culture. This mixture of cultures then can be added to the basic dairy yogurt premix without adversely
affecting taste or consistency. The yogurt can then be produced and packaged using traditional commercial procedures.
In another example, the oxalate degrading bacteria can be added to already produced yogurts. In a similar method, an
oxalate reducing composition comprising one or more oxalate reducing enzymes can be added to the yogurt bacterial
culture or to the yogurt food product.
[0056] Another example of the methods of the present invention is to add the oxalate reducing composition to milk
after it has been homogenized and sterilized. Such a method is currently used in the dairy industry for adding Lactobacillus
acidophilis organisms to milk. Any food source containing bacteria can be used by supplementing with oxalate-degrading
bacteria. These food products include cheese or meat products that have desirable microorganisms added during
processing. Foods comprising oxalate reducing compositions comprising oxalate reducing enzymes are not limited to
those foods that comprise microorganisms, but include any food source in which active enzymes can be added. The
materials commonly thought of as food materials can be used as carrier material for the enzymes so that the enzymes
are active on oxalate present in the food material at any stage of production or growth of the food material, or any stage
of or digestion by the human or animal, or on oxalate present in the gut.
[0057] In one embodiment, the strains of bacteria, O. formigenes, used according to the subject invention are pure
cultures that are isolated from anaerobic cultures that have been inoculated with dilutions of intestinal contents from
normal humans or, for use with animals, from normal animals. A special calcium oxalate containing medium that allows
detection of oxalate degrading colonies can be used In one embodiment, the purity of each strain can be assured through
the use of at least two subsequent repetitive cloning steps.
[0058] Strains of O. formigenes useful according to the subject invention have been characterized based upon several
tests, these include: patterns of cellular fatty acids, patterns of cellular proteins, DNA and RNA (Jensen, N. S., M. J.
Allison (1995) "Studies on the diversity among anaerobic oxalate degrading bacteria now in the species Oxalobacter
formigenes" Abstr. to the General Meeting of the Amer. Soc. Microbiol., 1-29), and responses to oligonucleotide probes
(Sidhu et al. 1996). Two groups of these bacteria (Groups I and II, both existing within the present description of the
species) have been described. Strains used have been selected based upon oxalate degrading capacity, and evidence
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of the ability to colonize the human intestinal tract. Strains selected include representatives of both Groups I and II of
the species.
[0059] One embodiment of the present invention involves procedures for selection, preparation and administration of
the appropriate oxalate-degrading bacteria to a diversity of subjects. Prominently, but not exclusively, these are persons
or animals which do not harbor these bacteria in their intestines. These non-colonized or weakly-colonized persons or
animals are identified using tests that allow for rapid and definitive detecting of O. formigenes even when the organisms
are at relatively low concentrations in mixed bacterial populations such as are found in intestinal contents. The methods
of the subject invention can also be used to treat individuals or animals whose oxalate-degrading bacteria have been
depleted due to, for example, antibiotic treatment or in post-operative situations. The methods of the subject invention
can also be used to treat individuals or animals who have colonies of oxalate-degrading bacteria but who still have
unhealthy levels of oxalate due to, for example, oxalate susceptibility and/or excessive production of endogenous oxalate.
[0060] Bacteria which can be used according to the subject invention can be identified by at least two methods:

1) Oligonucleotide probes specific for these bacteria can be used; and/or
2) A culture test wherein an anaerobic medium with 10 mM oxalate is inoculated and after incubation at 37°C for 1
to 7 days, the loss of oxalate is determined.

[0061] Methods of making the pharmaceutical compositions are taught herein and methods for growing bacteria are
known generally to those skilled in the art. For example, pure cultures of O. formigenes strains can be grown in large
fermenter batch cultures and cells can be harvested using techniques known to those skilled in the art. Cells from a
selected single strain or mixtures of known strains can be treated as needed (e.g., freeze dried with trehalose or glycerol)
to preserve viability and are then placed in capsules designed to protect the cells through their passage through the acid
stomach (enteric coated capsules). Bacterial cells, either fresh from fermentation or from frozen stocks, may be mixed
with carriers or excipients, and then lyophilized. A delivery vehicle is then loaded loaded with the powdered composition.
For example, for delivery to the intestines of a human or animal of a composition of oxalate-reducing viable bacteria, a
stable pharmaceutical composition may comprise a delivery vehicle of a capsule having an enteric coating and enclosed
within the capsule is a powdered lyophilized composition of viable oxalate-reducing bacteria.
[0062] Pharmaceutical compositions taught herein are ingested in dosages and quantities and at intervals determined
by the needs of individuals. In some cases a single, or periodic, dose may be all that is needed and in other cases regular
ingestion (e.g., with meals) may be needed. Dosages of effective amounts are taught herein. Pharmaceutical compo-
sitions comprise viable oxalate-reducing bacteria and/or oxalate-reducing enzymes alone or in combination with phys-
iologically acceptable excipients or carriers or pharmaceutical carriers or excipients, such terms are used interchangeably
herein. The dose of the pharmaceutical composition of the present invention may be less than, equal to, or more than
the amount of oxalate made constitutively and/or ingested by the individual, in an effective amount administered the
oxalate reducing dose over a certain period of time. For some oxalate related conditions, the amount of oxalate reducing
activity administered by the methods and compositions of the present invention may be less than the amount of oxalate
ingested or constitutively made, and may only need to complement or supplement a low level of oxalate reduction
capability in the patient. For other conditions, more oxalate reducing activity may need to be provided.
[0063] For example, in primary hyperoxaluria (PH), which is a genetic disease and a most severe form of hyperoxaluria,
the patients produce about 100-300 mg of oxalate per day. Methods of treating PH and preventing the sequellae of PH
comprise administering an amount of an oxalate reducing composition that effective at reducing at least 100-300 mg
oxalate per day, or at least 200 mg per day, or 300 mg per day, or greater than 300 mg per day, or 400 mg per day.
Such administration regimen may by an oral administration route. For example, if provided by an oral delivery vehicle
disclosed herein, such as an enteric coated capsule comprising a composition of lyophilized oxalate reducing bacteria,
the capsule may be provided at least one time per day, at least two times per day, at least three times per day, at least
four times per day, or as needed to deliver an effective amount of oxalate reducing activity. For convenience for the
patient, a dosing schedule may comprise oral administration of an enteric coated capsule comprising a composition
comprising lyophilized oxalate reducing bacteria comprising 5x105 to 5x107cfu/capsule, and this dose is given two to
three times a day with a meal. Each capsule has an oxalate reducing activity of at least 6.5 -10mg oxalate/h or
120-240mg/day and two or three such capsules may provide the maximum amount of oxalate produced by a PH pa-
tient/day.
[0064] Carriers can be solid-based dry materials for formulations in tablet, capsule or powdered form, and can be
liquid or gel-based materials for formulations in liquid or gel forms, which forms depend, in part, upon the routes of
administration.
[0065] Typical carriers for dry formulations include trehalose, malto-dextrin, rice flour, micro-crystalline cellulose (MCC)
magnesium stearate, inositol, FOS, (fructose oligosaccharides) gluco-oligosaccharides (GOS), dextrose, sucrose, and
the like carriers.
[0066] Suitable liquid or gel-based carriers are well known in the art, such as water and physiological salt solutions,
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urea, alcohols and glycols such as methanol, ethanol, propanol, butanol, ethylene glycol and propylene glycol, and the
like. Preferably, water-based carriers are about neutral pH.
[0067] Suitable carriers include aqueous and oleaginous carries such as, for example, white petrolatum, isopropyl
myristate, lanolin or lanolin alcohols, mineral oil, sorbitan mono-oleate, propylene glycol, cetylstearyl alcohol (together
or in various combinations), hydroxypropyl cellulose (MW=100,000 to 1,000,000), detergents (e.g., polyoxyl stearate or
sodium lauryl sulfate) and mixed with water to form a lotion, gel, cream or semi-solid composition. Other suitable carriers
comprise water-in-oil or oil-in-water emulsions and mixtures of emulsifiers and emollients with solvents such as sucrose
stearate, sucrose cocoate, sucrose distearate, mineral oil, propylene glycol, 2-ethyl-1, 3- hexanediol, polyoxypropylene-
15-stearyl ether and water. For example, emulsions containing water, glycerol stearate, glycerin, mineral oil, synthetic
spermaceti, cetyl alcohol, butylparaben, propylparaben and methylparaben are commercially available. Preservatives
may also be included in the carrier including methylparaben, propylparaben, benzyl alcohol and ethylene diamine tetraa-
cetate salts. Well-known flavorings and/or colorants may also be included in the carrier. The composition may also
include a plasticizer such as glycerol or polyethylene glycol (MW=800 to 20,000). The composition of the carrier can be
varied so long as it does not interfere significantly with the viability of the oxalate reducing bacteria or the oxalate reducing
enzymes in the composition.
[0068] A typical composition of this invention can further contain any of the following inactive ingredients: acacia,
aspartame, citric acid, D&C Yellow No. 10, FD&C Yellow No. 6, flavor (natural and/or artificial), polysorbate 80, propylene
glycol alginate, colloidal silicon dioxide and sucrose and xanthan gum.
[0069] A composition can also comprise the following inactive ingredients: aspartame, beta carotene, citric acid, flavor
(natural and artificial), glycerine, maltol, mannitol, and methylcellulose.
[0070] In the methods disclosed herein for making O. formigenes pharmaceutical compositions for oral delivery to the
gastrointestinal tract, comprising growing the bacteria using fermentation methods known to those skilled in the art,
optionally freezing the bacterial cells, thawing the frozen cells and lyophilizing the bacterial cells, optionally mixed in an
excipient solution, followed by sieving the lyophilized cells into a powder and providing the powder in a delivery vehicle
for a pharmaceutical formulation.
[0071] The invention further pertains to administration to the human or animal gastrointestinal tract of oxalate-degrading
products or enzymes prepared from oxalate reducing organisms such as O. formigenes cells.
[0072] The enzymes are coated or otherwise formulated or modified to protect the enzymes so that they are not
inactivated in the stomach, and are available to exert their oxalate-degrading activity in the small intestine. Examples of
such formulations are known to those skilled in the art and are described in, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,286,495.
[0073] Oxalate degrading enzymes as used herein include all enzymes involved in oxalate pathways and include but
are not limited to, oxalate oxidase, oxalate decarboxylase, formyl CoA transferase and oxalyl-CoA decarboxylase.
Oxalate oxidase is expressed in higher plants and it catalyzes the oxygen dependent oxidation of oxalate to CO2 with
concomitant formation of H2O2. Oxalate oxidases have been purified from many sources for example, barley seedlings
roots and leaves; beet stems and leaves; wheat germ; sorghum leaves; and banana peel. A rapid three step purification
procedure has been developed to obtain oxalate oxidase from barley roots. The gene encoding the barley root oxalate
oxidase has been cloned, sequenced and expressed.
[0074] Oxalate decarboxylase is mainly present in fungi. A bacterial oxalate decarboxylase has been recently reported
in B. subtilis and is encoded by the yvrk gene. Oxalate decarboxylases catalyze the degradation of free oxalate to CO2
and formate. This enzyme has been reported in several fungi, including Myrothecium, verrucaria, certain strains of
Aspergillus niger, and white rot fungus, Coriolus versicolor. The gene encoding the Flammulina velutipes oxalate de-
carboxylase has been cloned and sequenced; See WO 98/42827.
[0075] Oxalyl-CoA decarboxylase is active on a CoA-activated substrate and converts it into formyl-CoA. A formyl-
CoA transferase then acts to exchange formate and oxalate on CoA. These enzymes have been studied in the oxalate
degrading bacteria, Pseudomonas oxalaticus present in the soil and in Oxalobacter formigenes, residing in the gastroin-
testinal tract of vertebrates, including humans. O. formigenes has been shown to play a symbiotic relationship with its
host by regulating oxalic acid absorption in the intestine as well as oxalic acid levels in plasma. As a result the absence
of this bacteria has been found to be a risk factor in oxalate related disorders like recurrent idiopathic calcium oxalate
urolithiasis and enteric hyperoxaluria secondary to jejunoileal bypass surgery, cystic fibrosis and inflammatory bowel
disease.
[0076] Patents describing various oxalate-degrading enzymes and the genes encoding these enzymes include U.S.
Patent Nos. 5,912,125; 6,090,628; and 6,214,980. The term oxalate-degrading enzyme includes but is not limited to
oxalate oxidase, oxalate decarboxylase, oxalyl-CoA decarboxylase, and formyl-CoA transferase, and includes enzymes
that are capable of interacting with oxalate or oxalic acid. These enzymes may be derived from natural sources or
synthesized using recombinant means known in the art, and include all fragments, such as binding sites, active sites,
or fragments capable of interacting with oxalate or oxalic acid. This term also includes but is not limited to all necessary
cofactors, coenzymes, metals, or binding or substrate materials that are needed by the enzyme in interacting with oxalate
or oxalic acid.
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[0077] The use of O. formigenes is particularly advantageous because it is an anaerobe that does not grow in aerobic
tissue environments and does not produce any compounds which are toxic to humans or animals. Oxalate-degrading
enzymes prepared from such bacteria may be administered or the entire microbe may be administered.
[0078] In addition, all aforementioned embodiments are applicable to domesticated, agricultural, or zoo-maintained
animals suffering from deficient numbers of oxalate-degrading bacteria, as well as to humans. For example, oxalate-
degrading enzymes and/or microbes may be administered to house pets such as dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets, guinea
pigs, hamsters and gerbils, as well as to agricultural animals, such as horses, sheep, cows and pigs, or wild animals
maintained for breeding purposes such as river otters. Many animals that are capable of oxalate reduction lose that
ability when captured. The present invention comprises methods and compositions for restoring lost or reduced oxalate
reducing activity. One aspect of the present invention comprises treating animals retrieved from the wild that have lost
or lowered oxalate reducing activity with the compositions taught herein.
[0079] The present invention comprises compositions and methods for the administration of compositions comprising
one or more oxalate-degrading bacteria, or combinations of bacteria and enzymes, into a human or animal gastrointestinal
tract. Such compositions and methods are effective in reducing the amount and/or concentration of oxalate present.
Such methods and compositions are effective in treating and preventing oxalate related conditions. The present invention
comprises methods for delivering one or more oxalate-degrading enzymes to the gastrointestinal tract of a human or
animal as pharmaceutical and/or nutriceutical carrier compositions. Such enzymes include, but are not limited to oxalate
oxidase, oxalate decarboxylase, oxalyl-CoA decarboxylase, and formyl-CoA transferase. These enzymes can be derived
from sources known to those skilled in the art. For example, the plant enzyme, oxalate oxidase (OXO) can be purified
from Barley seedlings, and oxalate decarboxylase can be purified from bacterial or fungal sources.
[0080] Alternatively the oxalate-degrading enzymes can be derived by recombinant means. For example, recombinant
means such as cloning, expression and purification may be used to obtain oxalate reducing enzymes, for example the
B. subtilis oxalate decarboxylase enzyme. Such recombinant methods are known to those skilled in the art. For example,
disclosed, in general, is the cloning and expression of B. subtilis oxalate decarboxylase (YvrK) gene: The gene for
oxalate decarboxylase protein (YvrK) has been cloned into the pET-9a and pET-14b plasmid (Novagen,WI), under the
control of a strong bacteriophage T7 promoter, for over-expression as soluble cytosolic protein. The expression host
was the E. coli strain BL 21(DE3) pLysS, a λDE3 lysogen deficient in proteases and which contains a chromosomal
copy of the T7-RNA polymerase gene under the lacUV5 control. In addition, this strain carries a pET-compatible plasmid
that encodes T7 lysozyme, a bifunctional enzyme that cuts a bond in the peptidoglycan layer of the cell wall and inhibits
T7 RNA polymerase. This enables greater control of uninduced basal expression and allows the use of methods that
disrupt the inner membrane, such as freeze-thaw, or mild detergents, etc.) to efficiently lyse the cell. Expression of the
gene product is induced by the addition of isopropyl-β-D-thiogalactopyranoside (TPTG). Accordingly, an aspect of the
present invention comprises methods comprising the administration of oxalate-degrading enzymes that have been
produced by a recombinant microbe. A variety of expression vectors and hosts can be used to produce oxalate degrading
enzymes as recombinant proteins, and such methods are known to those skilled in the art.
[0081] Another aspect of the present invention comprises methods for reducing oxalate absorption by supplying
oxalate-degrading bacteria to the gastrointestinal tract of a human or animal. Such bacteria include Oxalobacter formi-
genes. O. formigenes has been isolated from human fecal specimens and cloned through the selection of individual
colonies. This includes the isolate HC-1 which was originally obtained by Ixion Biotechnology in 1996 from Dr. Milton
Allison. For example, frozen stocks of human strain HC-1, can be used. Methods of the present invention comprise
enriching of the intestines with one or more species of oxalate-degrading bacteria, overall reducing of oxalate in the
intestinal contents, reducing oxalate absorption in the intestines, reducing oxalate concentration in blood and renal fluids
and reducing the deleterious effects on the body due to the presence of oxalate.
[0082] Accordingly, an aspect of the present invention comprises compositions and methods for supplying oxalate-
reducing bacteria and oxalate degrading enzymes that can reduce oxalate to the intestinal tracts of persons having
increased risk of oxalate-related diseases and/or conditions. Such diseases and conditions include but are not limited
to hyperoxaluria, primary hyperoxaluria, idiopathic calcium oxalate kidney stone disease (urolithiasis), enteric hyper-
oxaluria, vulvodynia, oxalosis associated with end-stage renal disease, cardiac conductance disorders, inflammatory
bowel disease, Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, persons having undergone jejunoileal bypass surgery, persons having
insufficient concentrations of oxalate-degrading bacteria, and other enteric disease states. Humans and animals that
have undergone antibiotic treatment, chemotherapeutic treatment or other treatments that change the intestinal flora
are treated with the compositions and methods of the present invention. The present invention is used to restore oxalate
reduction capability to humans or animals with changed intestinal flora. Increased levels of urinary oxalate excretion
promote the formation of kidney stones, contribute to renal scarring, and may even result in kidney failure. Accordingly,
an aspect of the present invention comprises compositions and methods for reducing the formation of kidney stones.
[0083] A reduction in overall oxalate concentrations in the intestines can also lead to removal of oxalate from cells
and general circulation. More specifically, a reduction of oxalate concentration in the intestines can also lead to enhanced
secretion of oxalate into the intestine from the blood. Though not wishing to be bound by any particular theory, it is
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currently believed that there is a transepithelial gradient for the enteric elimination of oxalate. Accordingly, an aspect of
the present invention comprises compositions and methods for lowering blood levels of oxalate and increasing oxalate
excretion by promoting excretion of oxalate from the blood via a transepithelial gradient of oxalate for colonic oxalate
excretion. A method of the present invention comprises providing to the intestines of a human or animal a composition
for lowering the oxalate concentration or level of a human or animal. Such lowering can comprise lowering of the amount
of oxalate found in the intestines, in blood, in serum, in tissue fluids, and in other bodily fluids.
[0084] One composition of the present invention comprises an O. formigenes paste prepared for oral administration.
For each lot of O. formigenes paste, a single stock vial of HC-1 is used to generate a seed culture in order to initiate
growth in large-scale production fermentation. The bacteria from each fermentation are collected by centrifugation and
blended with cryoprotective excipients, which provide protection against freeze-drying. The cell paste can also be sub-
jected to freeze-drying, or spraying drying, or vacuum drying, resulting in a fine powder which has a potency in the range
of 107 to 109 CFUs/gram. The resulting powder is placed into gelatin capsules, or other capsules, such as HPMC
capsules, that are enteric coated for safe delivery of the bacteria to the small intestine.
[0085] Compositions of the present invention comprise compositions made from extracts of one or more oxalate-
reducing bacteria in the range from about 103 to about 1012 cfus/gram, from about 103 to about 1010 cfus/gram, from
about 105 to about 1012 cfus/gram, from about 105 to about 1010 cfus/gram, from about 107 to about 109 cfus/gram,
from about 107 to about 108 cfus/gram and all ranges in between.
[0086] Compositions of the present invention also comprise compositions comprising one or more enzymes that have
activity in reducing oxalate. An effective amount of an enzyme composition is capable of reducing a portion of oxalate
in the intestines or lowering the oxalate concentration in a human or animal from the level measured prior to administering
the composition. Such measurement may be a measurement of oxalate present in the gut from food sources or may be
a level measured in a body fluid like blood or urine.
[0087] The present invention comprises methods for treating or preventing oxalate related conditions by administering
compositions containing O. formigenes to the gastrointestinal tracts of a human or animal. Subjects may be dosed with
enteric capsules containing ≥ 103 cfus/gm of viable O. formigenes cells. Such dosing may occur at least twice a day
with meals. The present invention also comprises methods for administering oxalate reducing compositions comprising
one or more oxalate reducing microorganisms, one or more oxalate reducing enzymes or combinations thereof. A method
of the present invention comprises administering at least one time a day an effective amount of an oxalate reducing
composition wherein the oxalate reducing composition comprises one or more oxalate reducing enzymes. Methods also
include administering such compositions more than one time per day, more than two times per day, more than three
times per day and in a range from 1 to 15 times per day. Such administrations may be continuously, as in every day for
a period of days, weeks, months or years, or may occur at specific times to treat or prevent oxalate-related conditions.
For example, a person or animal may be administered oxalate reducing compositions at least once a day for years to
treat or prevent oxalate-related conditions or a person or animal may be administered oxalate reducing compositions at
least once a day only at times when oxalate-containing foods are ingested, or for a restricted time period, such as days
or weeks, following procedures or treatments that interfere with normal bacterial flora. Such administration can occur
through routes known for administration of pharmaceuticals. Administration through oral or intestinal routes, or in com-
bination with food materials are contemplated by the present invention.
[0088] The invention further contemplates a therapeutic system for reducing oxalate comprising a container comprising
label and a therapeutic composition according to the present invention, wherein said label comprises instructions for
use of the composition for reduction of oxalate.
[0089] Typically, the system is present in the form of a package containing a therapeutic composition of this invention,
or in combination with packaging material. The packaging material includes a label or instructions for use of the com-
ponents of the package. The instructions indicate the contemplated use of the package component as described herein
for the methods or compositions of the invention. For example, a system can comprise one or more unit dosages of a
therapeutic composition according to the invention. Alternatively, the system can contain bulk quantities of a therapeutic
composition. The label contains instructions for using the therapeutic composition in either unit dose or in bulk forms as
appropriate, and may include information regarding storage of the composition, disease indications, dosages, routes of
administration and the like information.
[0090] The present invention comprises pharmaceutical compositions and methods for reducing oxalate in humans
and animals. The composition may comprise an oral delivery vehicle comprising a capsule, a pill, a granule or a tablet.
The composition may further comprise an enteric coating on the oral delivery vehicle. The enteric coating may be a
polymeric material. Such polymeric materials may be one of many different Eudragits or other polymeric materials known
to those skilled in the art for use as enteric coatings.
[0091] The compositions may comprise oxalate reducing bacteria that is Oxalobacter formigenes, or compositions
wherein the oxalate reducing bacteria is Oxalobacter formigenes strain HCl. The oxalate reducing compositions may
comprise a lyophilized powder. The powder may have a particle size of about 10 microns to about 2000 microns, or
from about 100 microns to about 1000 microns, or from about 500 microns to about 1500 microns, or from about 500
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microns to about 1000 microns, 500 to about 1500 microns, or any ranges therein or thereabout.
[0092] The composition may comprise the disaccharide, trehalose, or wherein the alginate is sodium alginate. The
oxalate reducing composition may have a cfu/gm of at least from about 1E+03 to, about 1E+13 of oxalate reducing
bacterial. oxalate reducing composition may have an oxalate enzyme reducing activity/gm of at least from about 2 mg
oxalate degraded/hr to about 2500 mg oxalate degraded/hr.
[0093] A composition for reducing an oxalate concentration in a human or animal comprise an oral delivery vehicle
comprising an oxalate reducing composition comprising, a composition comprising a delivery vehicle comprising a
composition comprising, a) from about 3% to about 25% of an oxalate reducing bacteria; b) from about 1.5% to about
6% of a disaccharide; c) from about 45% to about 60% of a maltodextrin; d) from about 4% to about 6% of an alginate;
and e) from about 20% to about 35% of an oligofructose.
[0094] A composition for oxalate reduction comprises an effective amount of oxalate-reducing activity that will reduce
a portion of oxalate present and further comprises a pharmaceutical delivery vehicle. The pharmaceutical delivery vehicle
may comprise a powder, a pill, a granule, a suppository, or a tablet. Optionally, an enteric coating is provided on the
delivery vehicle, and the enteric coating is generally a polymeric material. An effective amount of oxalate reducing activity
may be provided by oxalate reducing bacteria which may be Oxalobacter formigenes, or which may be Oxalobacter
formigenes strain HC1. The composition may be provided as a lyophilized powder. The powder may have a particle size
of about 10 microns to about 2000 microns, or from about 100 microns to about 1000 microns, or from about 500 microns
to about 1500 microns, or from about 500 microns to about 1000 microns, 500 to about 1500 microns, or any ranges
therein or thereabout. The oxalate reducing composition may have a cfu/gm of at least from about 1E+03 to about 1E+13
of oxalate reducing bacteria. Oxalate reducing composition may have an oxalate enzyme reducing activity/gm of at least
from about 2 mg oxalate degraded/hr to about 2500 mg oxalate degraded/hr.
[0095] Methods of the present invention comprise methods for reducing oxalate concentrations in humans and animals,
methods of treating oxalate conditions in humans and animals, methods of preventing oxalate conditions in humans and
animals, and methods of making oxalate reducing compositions. The present invention also comprises systems for
oxalate reduction. A method for reducing an oxalate concentration in a human or animal comprises administering to a
human or animal an effective amount of a composition comprising a delivery vehicle comprising an oxalate reducing
composition comprising, a) from 3% to 25% of oxalate degrading bacteria, b) from 1.5% to 6% of a disaccharide, c) from
45% to 60% of a maltodextrin, d) from 4% to 6% of an alginate, and e) from 20% to 35% of an oligofructose. The delivery
vehicle may comprise a suppository, a powder, a pill, a granule or a tablet, which may further comprise an enteric coating
on the delivery vehicle. The enteric coating may be a polymeric material. The oxalate reducing bacteria may be Oxalo-
bacter formigenes, or may be Oxalobacter formigenes strain HCl. The composition may be provided as a lyophilized
powder. The powder may have a particle size of about 10 microns to about 2000 microns, or from about 100 microns
to about 1000 microns, or from about 500 microns to about 1500 microns, or from about 500 microns to about 1000
microns, 500 to about 1500 microns, or any ranges therein or thereabout. The composition may comprise the disaccharide,
trehalose, or wherein the alginate is sodium alginate. The oxalate reducing composition may have a cfu/gm of at least
from about 1E+03 to about 1E+13 of oxalate reducing bacteria, oxalate reducing composition may have an oxalate
enzyme reducing activity/gm of at least from about 2 mg oxalate degraded/hr to about 2500 mg oxalate degraded/hr.
The method may administer by oral routes of administration.
Methods may also comprise preventing an oxalate-related condition comprising administering the compositions taught
herein. Such methods may also comprise treating an oxalate-related condition comprising administering the compositions
taught herein. Oxalate related conditions include, but are not limited to, hyperoxaluria, primary hyperoxaluria, idiopathic
calcium oxalate kidney stone disease (urolithiasis), enteric hyperoxaluria, vulvodynia, oxalosis, associated with end-
stage renal disease, cardiac conductance disorders, inflammatory bowel disease, ulcerative colitis, Crohn’s disease,
steatorrhea, patients who have undergone gastrointestinal surgery such as jejunoileal bypass surgery, or have undergone
antibiotic treatment. Methods include administering the compositions taught herein more than one time a day for a period
of time until a sufficient level of oxalate is reduced or indefinitely to control oxalate levels continuously. A method comprises
a method for preventing an oxalate-related condition comprising, administering to a human or animal an effective amount
of oxalate-reducing activity that will reduce a portion of oxalate present comprising, a) from 3% to 25% of oxalate
degrading bacteria, b) from 1.5% to 6% of a disaccharide, c) from 45% to 60% of a maltodextrin, d) from 4% to 6% of
an alginate, and e) from 20% to 35% of an oligofructose, and further comprising a pharmaceutical delivery vehicle. The
pharmaceutical delivery vehicle may comprise a powder, a pill, a granule, a suppository, or a tablet. The pharmaceutical
delivery vehicle may comprise a capsule. Any of these delivery vehicles may comprise an enteric coating. Such enteric
coatings may be a polymeric material. The oxalate reducing bacteria may be Oxalobacter formigenes, or may be Oxalo-
bacter formigenes strain HCl. The composition may be provided as a lyophilized powder. The powder may have a particle
size of about 10 microns to about 2000 microns, or from about 100 microns to about 1000 microns, or from about 500
microns to about 1500 microns, or from about 500 microns to about 1000 microns, 500 to about 1500 microns, or any
ranges therein or thereabout. The composition may comprise the disaccharide, trehalose, or wherein the alginate is
sodium alginate. The oxalate reducing composition may have a cfu/gm of at least from about 1E+03 to about 1E+13 of
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oxalate reducing bacteria. oxalate reducing composition may have an oxalate enzyme reducing activity/gm of at least
from about 2 mg oxalate degraded/hr to about 2500 mg oxalate degraded/hr. The method may administer by oral routes
of administration. The oxalate-related conditions that may be treated ore prevented include hyperoxaluria, primary
hyperoxaluria, idiopathic calcium oxalate kidney stone disease (urolithiasis), enteric hyperoxaluria, vulvodynia, oxalosis
associated with end-stage renal disease, cardiac conductance disorders, inflammatory bowel disease, ulcerative colitis,
Crohn’s disease, steatorrhea, patients who have undergone gastrointestinal surgery such as jejunoileal bypass surgery,
or have undergone antibiotic treatment.
[0096] Methods for making an oxalate reducing pharmaceutical composition, comprise providing oxalate reducing
bacteria in a concentration of at least from about 1E+03 to about 1E+13; optionally mixing the oxalate reducing bacteria
one or more pharmaceutically acceptable excipients; lyophilizing the bacteria; and loading or providing the bacteria in
a pharmaceutical delivery vehicle. Such excipients may comprise one or more of disaccharide, maltodextrin, algicide,
or oligofructose. The oxalate reducing bacteria may be Oxalobacter formigenes, or may be Oxalobacter formigenes
strain HCl. The pharmaceutical delivery vehicle may be a powder, a pill, a granule, a suppository, or a tablet. There may
be an enteric coating on the delivery vehicle. The enteric coating may be a polymeric coating, such as a coating comprising
Eudragit.
[0097] It must be noted that, as used in this specification and the appended claims, the singular forms "a", "an", and
"the" include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates otherwise.
[0098] Following are examples which illustrate procedures for practicing the invention. These examples are not to be
construed in any way as imposing limitations upon the scope of the present invention.
[0099] Examples 1 to 9 are not part of the invention.

EXAMPLE 1

Treatment of High Risk Patients

[0100] Primary Hyperoxaluric patients were fed enteric coated capsules containing freeze dried powder of O. formi-
genes twice a day preferable with their two big meals of the day. Each size-2 capsule contained about 137 mg of
lyophilized bulk powder containing at least 108 Colony Forming Units (CFUs)/gram.
[0101] For high risk subjects this may be a life long treatment. Subjects in clinical studies showed that colonization
dropped when the treatment was stopped. In the clinical study, treatment was done for 4 weeks and there was a two
week follow up. The 4-week treatment resulted in significant decrease in blood and urinary oxalate levels as compared
to the baseline levels. But during the follow up period, the stool counts for Oxalobacter dropped and the plasma and
urine oxalate values started to increase. Thus, it is proposed that continuous feeding of oxalate-reducing compositions
will be needed to provide the reduced oxalate conditions. Compositions comprising bacteria that can colonize and
establish themselves continuously in the gut could lead to the need for fewer administrations of oxalate-reducing com-
positions.
[0102] Enteric coated capsules of O. formigenes cells can be ingested by patient populations at high risk for oxalate
related disease. These include:

1. Persons who produce too much endogenous oxalate due to, for example, a genetic defect like Primary Hyper-
oxaluria
2. Persons at risk for urolithiasis with high urinary oxalate due to enteric disease (enteric-hyperoxaluria).
3. Persons that have a history of urolithiasis with multiple episodes of idiopathic stone disease.
4. Persons with high serum oxalate levels due to end stage renal disease.
5. Persons with vulvar vestibultitis.
6. Persons that have diets with high levels of oxalate such as found in certain areas and seasons in India and in
Saudi Arabia. This would also include individuals who happen to prefer foods such as spinach which are high in
oxalate.

[0103] Anyone of the above described persons or animals are provided a composition of the present invention. For
example, a person with higher than normal endogenous oxalate levels is treated two times a day, with a capsule designed
for delivery of its contents to the large intestine, wherein the capsule contains approximately 106 cfus of O. formigenes.
The capsule is preferably given with food.
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EXAMPLE 2

Treatment of Low Risk Patients

[0104] Enteric protected O. formigenes cells, such as provided in enteric coated capsules can also be ingested by
individuals in populations at lower risk for oxalate related disease. It would be desired to colonize these patients with
one or two treatments comprising compositions of oxalate-reducing materials, such as oxalate-reducing bacteria. These
patients could also routinely receive treatments of oxalate-reducing materials, either as supplements or as additions to
foods such as milk or yogurt. These include:

1. Persons that have lost populations of normal oxalate degrading bacteria due to: treatments with oral antibiotics
or bouts of diarrheal disease.
2. Infants can be inoculated so that a normal protective population of Oxalobacter will be more easily established
than is the case later in life when competitive exclusion principles operate.

[0105] The persons or animals who are low risk are treated two times a day, with a capsule designed for delivery of
its contents to the large intestine, wherein the capsule contains at least 107 cfus of one or more oxalate reducing
organisms, such as O. formigenes. The capsule is preferably given with food.

EXAMPLE 3

[0106] Use of Oxalate Degrading Enzymes from Oxalobacter formigenes to Control Hyperoxaluria
[0107] A study was conducted to evaluate the efficacy of oxalate degrading enzymes from Oxalobacter formigenes
for the control of hyperoxaluria.
Animals Used: Male Sprague Dawley Rats: BW 250-300 g Diets Used: Normal Diet (N.D.): Harlan Teklad TD 89222;
0.5% Ca, 0.4% P Drug Used: Lyophilized mixture of Oxalobacter formigenes lysate (source of enzymes) with Oxalyl
CoA, MgCl2 and TPP.
Drug Delivery System (Capsules): Size 9 capsules for preclinical rat studies (Capsu-Gel). Enteric Coating Eudragit L-
100-55 (Hulls America, Inc.). Basal 24 hr urine collection. Fecal analysis for Oxalobacter formigenes--rats were not
colonized with Oxalobacter formigenes.

Experimental Protocol:

A. Long-term Studies:

Animal Protocol:

[0108]

Group I (n=4): Fed oxalate diet with lysate. Rats were given two capsules everyday at 4:00 p.m. and oxalate diet
overnight. Diet was removed during the day (8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)
Group II (n=4): Fed oxalate diet as described for Group I (Hyperoxaluric Controls). 24 hr urine samples were collected
on Day 7 and Day 9 of the above treatment.

[0109] Data on the mean urinary oxalate concentration for the two groups of rats shown above indicated that feeding
of Oxalobacter lysate lowered the urinary oxalate concentration in Group I rats as compared to the hyperoxaluric controls
(Group II). The enzymes can not be active for a long duration in the gastrointestinal tract; therefore, short-term studies
were performed as described below.

B. Short-term Studies:

Animal Protocol:

[0110]

Group I (n=4): Fed 1 capsule at 8:00 a.m.; oxalate diet for two hours (rats were fasted overnight so that they eat
well during this period) and 1 capsule at 10:00 a.m.
Group II (n=4): Oxalate diet for two hours as for Group I.
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Urine was collected from all the animals for the next five-hour period and analyzed for oxalate concentration.
This was performed on days 11, 12 and 15 of this study.
[0111] The results of this study show that feeding the Oxalobacter lysate produces a significant decrease in urinary
oxalate levels in a 5 hour period after oxalate and drug administration in Group I rats as compared to the hyperoxaluric
control group (Group II). At this point a crossover study between the two groups of rats was performed.

C. Cross-Over Studies:

Animal Protocol:

[0112]

Group I: Fed oxalate diet twice a day at 8:00-10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m-5:00 p.m.
Group II: Fed 1 capsule twice a day before feeding the oxalate diet as for Group I.

[0113] Short-term studies for the effect of oxalobacter lysate feeding on urinary oxalate levels were performed as
described in Section-B above on day-2 and day-5 after the cross-over.
[0114] Crossover studies showed that previously hyperoxaluric Group II rats, which were fed the Oxalobacter lysate,
showed a decline in urinary oxalate levels. In contrast the Group-I rats reverted to hyperoxaluria upon withdrawal of the
drug.

EXAMPLE 4

Treatment with Oxalobacter formigenes Cells to Rats

[0115] A study was conducted to evaluate the fate of dietary oxalate when Oxalobacter formigenes cells are included
in the diet.
[0116] Methods: Male Wistar rats were fed a normal calcium (1%), high oxalate (0.5%) diet, or a low calcium (0.02%),
high oxalate diet (0.5%) diet during two separate experiments. 14C -oxalate (2.0 mCi) was given on day 1 and again on
day 7 of the study. Oxalobacter formigenes cells (380 mg/d) were administered in rat drinking water on days 5-11. The
fate of 14C from oxalate was measured based on analysis of 14C in feces, urine and expired air. The rats served as self
controls and measurements during the control period (before Oxalobacter cells were fed) were made during days 1-4;
during the experimental period (when bacterial cells were fed) measurements were made on days 7-11.

Results:

[0117]

1. When rats were fed the normal (1%) calcium diet, less than 1% of the administered dose of 14C from oxalate was
recovered in expired air (as carbon dioxide produced from 14C oxalate in the intestine, absorbed into blood and then
expired) however in all cases more of the 14C was recovered during the period when rats were fed Oxalobacter
cells (FIG. 1a) This is in contrast to results obtained when the diet was low in calcium (0.02%) when more than 50%
of the 14C from oxalate was recovered as carbon dioxide in expired air during the experimental period when rats
were fed Oxalobacter cells (FIG. 1b). These results are strikingly different from the very low quantities of 14C (less
than 5%) recovered during the control period (before the feeding of Oxalobacter cells). Thus feeding Oxalobacter
formigenes cells to rats markedly increased the amount of dietary oxalate that was degraded in the intestinal tract.
2. Feeding Oxalobacter cells also decreased the amount of 14C -oxalate that was excreted in urine. Values for a 4
day collections during both the control and experimental periods and for a single day in each of these periods are
shown in FIGS. 2a and 2b respectively. Quantities of oxalate recovered in rat feces were also lower during the
experimental period (when Oxalobacter cells were fed) than was found for the control period (FIG. 2c).

[0118] Most laboratory rats do not carry Oxalobacter in their intestinal tracts (they are not colonized). The present
results showed that purposeful administration of these oxalate-degrading bacteria to rats caused a large portion of the
dietary oxalate to be degraded and that consequently less of the oxalate from the diet was excreted in urine.
[0119] The effects of dietary calcium on oxalate degradation are marked. Calcium complexes with oxalate so that its
solubility and availability for attack by Oxalobacter is limited and the amount that is degraded when rats are fed a high
calcium diet is much less than amounts degraded when calcium in the diet is low.
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EXAMPLE 5

Effect of Feeding O. formigenes on Urinary Oxalate Excretion in Pigs

[0120] Pigs are naturally colonized with Oxalobacter. Decolonization was achieved in experimental pigs by antibiotic
supplementation of the diet. Pigs were fed Oxalobacter in culture broth, which they readily consumed. The pigs were
fed a soybean/corn based feed supplemented with 1300 mg oxalate/kg. The basal diet contained 680 mg oxalate/kg.
Results are shown in FIGS. 3a-c for three individual pigs.
[0121] In all the three pigs urinary oxalate was dramatically decreased during the consumption of Oxalabacter. The
level of excretion of oxalate in these pigs decreased to a minimum of approximately 6 mg/g creatinine in all three pigs.
This is to be compared with a level of 8-10 mg/g creatinine that has been observed in humans taking oxalate-free formula
diets. This level is equated to the endogenous synthesis in humans as the dietary load has been eliminated. It appears
that this level reflects endogenous synthesis in pigs and that the intestinal absorption has been eliminated by Oxalobacter
treatment. Furthermore, these results indicate that the ingested Oxalobacter were able to remove both the crystalline
oxalate added and the food-borne oxalate that was bioavailable.
[0122] In this experiment each pig was fed 1.0 g of cell paste with the morning meal. At O.D600 of 0.6, viable cell count
is 2.1.x108 cells/ml, which extrapolates to 2.1.x1013 cells per 100 L. The 100 L fermenter run provides on the average
50-60 gm wet wt of cells. Therefore, 1 gm wet wt of cells is about 3.5 x 1011 viable cells.
[0123] The dose of 3.5 x 1011 viable cells as indicated above could eliminate intestinal absorption of about 2.0 gm of
oxalate present per kg diet (1300 mg added oxalate + 680 mg present in the diet). The animals consumed 1 kg diet per
meal.
[0124] The body weight of the pigs is about 200 lbs. and the digestive system of the pigs is believed to be very close
to that of humans. In humans the average daily consumption of oxalate is about 100-400 mg depending on the diet
composition which is also split into three meals/day, therefore on an average a daily dose of 108 to 1010 viable cells
would be sufficient to prevent the dietary absorption of oxalate.

EXAMPLE 6

Effect of O. formigenes supplementation on urinary oxalate excretion in rats fed high oxalate diet

[0125] A study was conducted to determine the effect of the IxOC-3 formulation on colonization status and urinary
oxalate levels following a high oxalate diet. An IxOC-3 formulation comprises freeze-dried viable cells of an oxalate
reducing bacteria, such as O. formigenes. The formulation contains approximately 106-107 cfus/ gram per dose. The
formulation also comprises cyropreservation agents such as trehelose and maltodextrin.

Methods:

[0126] Male Harlan Sprague Dawley rats were randomly assigned to 3 groups (6 animals/group). Animals of group 1
served as the control group and were administered size 9 enteric coated placebo formulation twice daily by oral gavage
at a dose level of 100 colony forming units (CFU). Animals of Groups 2 and 3 were administered Oxalobacter formigenes
IxOC-3formulation in size 9 enteric coated capsule form twice daily by oral gavage at dose levels of 106 and 107 CFUs
respectively. Capsule gavage was followed by an autoclaved tap water wash down for all three groups. Following an
initial acclimatization period, all groups were feed a standard diet supplemented with 1% oxalate per gram.
[0127] Test materials and the placebo control material were prepared following a standardized protocol. Prior to use,
representative samples of each test material were analyzed to confirm identity, purity, and potency of the test capsules,
as well as to confirm the absence of Oxalobacter formigenes in the placebo control material during the dosing period.
[0128] Diet was restricted to two daily 1 hour periods starting 15 minutes following morning and evening gavage to
ensure capsules were dosed on an empty stomach. Water was provided ad libitum. Food consumption was recorded
twice daily. Fecal and 24 hour urine samples were collected at Day 1 (prior to oxalate supplemented diet) and weekly
thereafter. The urine data was analyzed via a repeated measures analysis for differences in mean urinary parameters
across dosage groups and time. A dosage group by time interaction term was also included to assess any possible
interaction between dosage group and time.

Results:

[0129] The results of the analysis indicated there was a statistically significant interaction between dose groups and
time (p<0.0001) for all parameters indicating that the urinary parameter profile across time was different across the
dosage groups. To aid in the interpretation of this interaction, an analysis of the data was conducted by time point for
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each parameter to determine if there was a difference between the dosage groups with respect to the mean urinary
parameters. This analysis revealed that for the low dose and high dose groups, there was an increase in urinary oxalate
from baseline to 7 days (p<0.0001 both groups) but there was no increase from 7 days to 28 days (p= 0.1094 low dose
and p=0.6910 high dose). For the placebo group, however, there was an increase from baseline to 28 days (p=0.0010).
Also at day 21 and day 28, mean urinary oxalate levels in the placebo Group I were significantly higher than those for
the low (Group II) and high (Group III) dose, groups, but no significant difference between the low dose and the high
dose. Thus, there was an overall significant decrease in urinary oxalate excretion in treated rats as compared to rats
that were fed the placebo.

EXAMPLE 7

[0130] The effects of oral administration of O. formigenes on urinary oxalate levels in patients suffering from primary
hyperoxaluria (PH)

Methods:

[0131] Nine patients with biopsy proven primary hyperoxaluria (PH) participated in the study. After receiving initial
baseline evaluations, all subjects were administered Oxalobacter formigenes 1 g cell paste (≥ 1010 cfus/gram) bid with
their main meals for 4 weeks. During this time period, all patients continued to take their normal medication, were asked
to eat their normal diet, and to keep their fluid intake as high as normal. Except for spinach and rhubarb, foods high in
oxalate were not forbidden. Oxalobacter colonization and its influence on urinary and oxalate plasma levels were meas-
ured in weeks 5 and 6. Treatment efficacy was followed in terms of urinary oxalate excretion in subjects with normal
renal function and plasma oxalate in subjects with end-stage renal disease (ESRD).

Results:

[0132] 1. Treatment demonstrated a significant lowering of urinary oxalate in subjects with normal urine function.
Plasma oxalate decreased significantly in seven out of nine subjects. There was a dramatic lowering of plasma oxalate
in two subjects with ESRD providing evidence for enteric elimination of endogenous oxalate into the gut against a trans-
epithelial gradient.
[0133] Consumption of O. formigenes strain HC-1 at dosages ranging from 0.25g to 2.0g per meal were well tolerated
by normal, healthy volunteers receiving diets containing average or high oxalate levels. A dosage of 1.0gm cell paste
twice a day for 28 days was well tolerated by PH patients.

EXAMPLE 8

Treatment of High Risk Patients with Oxalate Reducing Enzyme Compositions

[0134] Primary hyperoxaluric patients are fed one or more enteric coated capsules containing a lyophilized oxalate-
reducing enzyme composition, comprising oxalate decarboxylase and/or oxalate oxidase, twice a day preferable with
the two main meals of the day. An effective amount of the enzyme composition is administered. For example, each size-
2 capsule contains about 5-100 units of each enzyme.
[0135] For high risk subjects this is a continuous administration for an extended period of time, probably a life long
treatment. Colonization will drop when the treatment is stopped.
[0136] Enteric coated capsules of oxalate reducing compositions comprising oxalate reducing enzymes can be ad-
ministered to patient populations at high risk for oxalate related disease. These include:

1. Persons who produce too much endogenous oxalate due to, for example, a genetic defect like Primary Hyper-
oxaluria
2. Persons at risk for urolithiasis with high urinary oxalate due to enteric disease (enteric-hyperoxaluria)
3. Persons that have a history of urolithiasis with multiple episodes of idiopathic stone disease.
4. Persons with high serum oxalate levels due to end stage renal disease.
5. Persons with vulvar vestibultitis.
6. Persons that have diets with high levels of oxalate such as found in certain areas and seasons in India and in
Saudi Arabia. This would also include individuals who happen to prefer foods such as spinach which are high in
oxalate.

[0137] Anyone of the above described persons or animals are provided a composition of the present invention. For
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example, a person with higher than normal endogenous oxalate levels is treated two times a day, with a capsule designed
for delivery of its contents to the large intestine, wherein the capsule contains approximately an equivalent effective
amount of an enzyme composition having enzyme activity similar to that provided by 107 cfus of an oxalate-reducing
bacterium, such as O. formigenes. The capsule is preferably given with food.

EXAMPLE 9

Treatment of Low Risk Patients with Oxalate Reducing Enzyme Compositions

[0138] Enteric protected oxalate reducing compositions comprising a mixture of the oxalate reducing enzymes oxalate
decarboxylase and/or oxalate oxidase, such as provided in enteric coated capsules can also be administered to individuals
in populations at lower risk for oxalate-related disease or at risk for oxalate-related conditions. An effective amount of
the enzyme composition is administered in the desired treatment regimen.
[0139] It would be desired to administer the compositions to these patients either for shorter periods of time when they
are at risk for oxalate-related conditions or simultaneously with materials that contribute to oxalate-related condition.
These patients could also routinely receive treatments of oxalate-reducing compositions, either as supplements or as
additions to foods such as milk or yogurt. These include persons that have lost populations of normal oxalate degrading
bacteria due to: treatments with oral antibiotics or bouts of diarrheal disease, or infants.
[0140] The persons or animals who are low risk are treated two times a day, with a capsule designed for delivery of
its contents to the large intestine, wherein the capsule contains an effective amount of the enzyme composition. For
example, each size-2 capsule contains about 5-100 units of each enzyme. The capsule is preferably given with food.

EXAMPLE 10

A Method for Making Enteric Coated Capsules Containing Lyophilized Oxalobacter formigenes

[0141] An Oxalobacter formigenes cell paste of 200 grams was used (oxalate degrading enzyme activity/g in a range
of from about 60 to about 1600 mg/g). The cell paste can be fresh, from fermentation, or can be from frozen stocks that
are thawed. A 100mM Trehalose cryopreservative or cryoprotectant solution was blended with the cell paste. The solution
was constantly stirred. This blend was then mixed with an excipient mixture. The excipient mixture was Maltodextrin
M500 and sodium alginate mixed together and added to 79% Raftilose P95 solution. The cell paste mixture was then
poured onto lyophilization tray(s). The filled trays were then lyophilized in an Edwards Lyofast S24 dryer (any suitable
type dryer may be used), for 40-65 hours, which may be altered for different production runs. After lyophilization, the
dried cake was hand ground and pushed through a US size 20 mesh sieve. This provided a powder with particle size
of < 850 mm.
[0142] Once the dried powder was sieved, it was ready for filling into capsules. The capsules were filled using a manual
capsule filling machine, but any method of capsule filling can be used such as automated filling machines. Generally,
size 2 capsules were used. The capsules were coated with enteric-coating polymers such as Eudragit (commercially
obtained from Rhom Pharma (Degussa) using an aqueous coating process, alternatively a solvent coating process can
be used. This company makes many different types of Eudragit polymers which specifically dissolve at different pH.
[0143] Coating was performed using standard techniques. Eudragit polymers are methacrylic acid polymers and co-
polymers. For example, Eudragit L100-55 is a methacrylic acid copolymer type C, Eudragit L30 is a methacrylic acid
copolymer dispersion, and Eudragit S100 is a methacrylic acid copolymer Type B. These and other enteric coatings are
known in the art.

Aqueous coating

[0144] Eudragit FS30D, a film former, and Eudragit L30D55, a film former were used and other materials along with
plasticizers, detackifiers, and carriers, such as water and those known in the pharmaceutical arts.
[0145] 800 gram of capsules were coated with a coating suspension to obtain uniformly coated capsules with USP
disintegration profile. Disintegration profile: no disintegration in simulated gastric fluid (pH 1.2) in one hour and complete
disintegration in simulated intestinal fluid (pH 6.8) within one hour.

Solvent coating Process:

Eudragit L100-55 film former,

[0146] Eudragit S100, a film former and were used along with other materials can be used, such as plasticizers,
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detackifiers, and carriers, such as water and those known in the pharmaceutical arts.
[0147] 800 gram of capsules were coated with a coating suspension containing to obtain uniformly coated capsules
with USP disintegration profile Disintegration profile: no disintegration in simulated gastric fluid (pH 1.2) in one hour and
complete disintegration in simulated intestinal fluid (pH 6.8) within one hour.

EXAMPLE 11

[0148] For oral delivery capsules made with the method of Example 10, for seven different experiments, over 1 year
of testing, the following data was obtained. Can we add the content of the capsules??The pharmaceutical compositions
so manufactured were evaluated for stability in terms of bacterial viability and oxalate degrading activity. The following
table, Table 1, show 7 production runs and the stability of pharmaceutical compositions comprising enteric coated
capsules comprising viable oxalate-reducing bacteria, in particular, O. formigenes.

[0149] Another Example is shown in the data in Table 2 below.

[0150] In another production run, the following data was obtained:

[0151] Activity is mg of oxalate degraded per hour.

TABLE 1

Exp # 0 months 1 month 2 months 3 months 3.4 months 6 months 9 months 12 months

1 3.6E+08 2.2E+06 1.6E+06 1.1E+06 1.2E+06 5.1E+05

2 3.6E+08 1.8E+07 3.9E+06 1.5E+06 2.2E+06 6.0E+05

3 1.5E+08 1.8E+07 4.2E+06 2.0E+06 1.8E+06 1.1E+06

4 1.5E+08 1.2E+07 3.5E+06 4.1E+06 1.7E+06 1.1E+06

5 1.5E+08 5.9E+06 5.9E+06

6 2.4E+08 2.9E+07 1.7E+07 3.4E+06 3.7E+06 2.3E+05

7 2.4E+08 7.1E+07 1.2E+07 2.0E+06 1.2E+06 1.5E+05

TABLE 2

Time in Months OX degrading act/cap (mg/h/capsule)

0 2.9

1 3.9

3 3.48

6 3.6

9 1.6

12 2.5

TABLE 3

Month CFUs/gm powder CFUs/capsule Activity/gm powder Activity/caps ule

0 2.4E+08 3.3E+07 18.6 2.55

1 2.9E+07 4.0E+06 42.9 5.88

2 1.7E+07 2.3E+06 39.1 5.36

6 3.4E+06 4.7E+05 23.2 3.18

9 3.7E+06 5.1E+05 24.8 3.40

12 2.3E+05 3.2E+04 22.2 3.04
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EXAMPLE 13

[0152] Formulations for Oral Delivery of Viable Oxalobacter formigenes pharmaceutical compositions

[0153] For example, trehalose can be obtained from Sigma Co. Trehalose is a disaccharide and thus, a formulation
of the present invention comprised a disaccharide such as maltose, lactose, cellobiose, sucrose, diglucose, or trehalose.
Maltodextrin QD M-500 has a DE value of 10 and is a white powder or granular white powder. It is non-sweet, nutritive
saccharide polymer composed of D-glucose units linked primarily by alpha-1-4 bonds. DE is dextrose equivalents, a
quantitative measure of the degree of starch polymer hydrolysis. The higher the DE, the greater the extent of starch
hydrolysis. Stabilizers are also components of the formulation, such as sodium alginate, which is also used as a stabilizer,
thickener, gelling agent, or emulsifier. Sodium alginate is a natural amylose carbohydrate distilled from alga. It is widely
applied to food, medicine, textile, printing and dyeing, paper-making and daily chemicals as thickene , emulsifier, stabilizer
and binder etc. Molecular formula is C6H7O6Na)n and is a white or light yellow, vagiform power, odorless, tasteless,
dissolves in water, insoluble in ethanol and ether. Raftilose P95 is a powder of 95% oligofructose DP2 to DP7, and the
sugars glucose, fructose and sucrose (5%).

Formulation 1

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste (dry) 24.00 6%

D(+) Trehalose (Cryoprotectant) 11.34 3%

Maltodextrin QD M-500 240.00 57%

Sodium alginate 16.00 4%

Raftilose P95 or oligofructose 126.24 30%

Formulation 2

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste(dry) 41.7.00 10%

D(+) Disaccharide 11.34 3%

Maltodextrin QD M-500 221.00 53%

Sodium alginate 16.00 4%

Oligofructose 126.24 30%

Formulation 3

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste (dry) 24.00 6%

D(+) Disaccharide (Maltose) 11.34 3%

Maltodextrin QD M-500 240.00 57%

Sodium alginate 16.00 4%

Oliogofructose 126.24 30%

Formulation 4

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste 83.4 20%

D(+) Dissacharide 22.6 6%
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(continued)

Component Amount (g) %

Maltodextrin QD M-500 196.26 47%

Sodium alginate 16.00 4%

Raftilose P95 95.91 23%

Formulation 5

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste (dry) 62.64 15%

D(+) Disaccharide 25.05 6%

Maltodextrin QD M-500 212.97 51%

Sodium alginate 16.00 4%

Oligofructose 100.22 24%

Formulation 6

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste (dry) 12.52 3 %

D(+) Disaccharide 6.26 1.5 %

Maltodextrin QD M-500 240.00 57%

Sodium alginate 25.05 6 %

Oligofructose 137.80 33%

Formulation 7

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste (dry) 104.40 25 %

D(+) Trehalose 25.05 6 %

Maltodextrin QD M-500 187.91 45%

Sodium alginate 16.00 4%

Oligofructose 83.52 20%

Formulation 8

Component Amount (g) %

Ox.formigenes cell paste (dry) 396.04 95 %

Disaccharide excipient 8.34 2 %

Excipient Mix-Maltodextrin, Na alginate, Oligofructose 12.5 3 %
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EXAMPLE 14

Stability test of compositions of the invention

[0154] Material from 13 different coating runs (7 aqueous + 6 organic; utilizing 8 different batches of the formulation
of Example 10) were stored under refrigerated (56 3°C) and -20°C storage conditions. Six out of 13 runs have data
included up to 36 week time point; 3 out of 13 have data up to 24 weeks; 2 out of 13 have data up to 12 weeks and the
remaining 2 have data up to 4 week time point. The only variables that were being investigated under these studies were:

Storage temperature (refrigerated and -20°C)
Capsule Type (Gelatin vs HPMC)
Coating Type (Aqueous vs Organic)

[0155] With or without additional stabilizer ( 6 Avicel in a concentration of 1-5% w/w)

Packaging ( polypropylene (PP) tubes verses Blister)

[0156] The results are shown in Figures 5-12.
[0157] Figure 5 shows the results from a stability study of the enteric coated capsules stored at 4°C and -20°C,
respectively. The result show that storage at -20°C leads to a less decrease in cfus/capsule than storage at 4°C. The
data is presented in the following table. Figure 5 is a graph showing the average cfu/capsule in coated capsules, where
the diamonds are capsules kept at 4°C, and the squares are capsules kept at -20°C.
[0158] Data from the table below is presented in Figure 6 which shows the log loss as a function of storage time.
Figure 6 is a graph showing the average log losses in coated capsules, where the diamonds are capsules kept at 4°C,
and the squares are capsules kept at -20°C.

[0159] Figure 7 show the difference in average losses in enteric coated gelatin and HPMC (hydroxypropylmethyl
cellulose) capsules. For up to about 36 weeks of storage, it seemed as if the composition contained in the enteric coated
gelatin capsules was more stable than the composition contained in the enteric coated HPMC capsule. Figure 7 is a
graph showing log losses over time, where the diamonds are coated gelatin capsules, and the squares are coated HPMC
capsules.
[0160] The capsules of gelatin or HPMC may be coated using either an aqueous based or organic solvent based
coating composition. In Figure 8 is shown the impact on the average loss dependant on the coating composition and in
Figure 9 is shown the results for the different types of capsules. Figure 8 is a graph that shows the average log losses
in aqueous vs organic coated capsules. Diamonds are aqueous coated capsules stored at 56 3°C; squares are organic
solvent-base coated capsules stored at 56 3°C; triangles are aqueous coated capsules stored at -20°C; and cross-
hatches (x) are organic solvent based coated capsules stored at -20°C. Figure 9 is a graph that shows the log losses
for different coatings on different capsule types. Diamonds are aqueous coated gelatin capsules; squares are aqueous
coated HPMC capsules; triangles are organic solvent-base coated gelatin capsules; and cross-hatches (x) are organic
solvent based coated HPMC capsules, all stored at 56 3°C.
[0161] Avicel® may be added as a moisture scavenger or a stabilizing agent. Figure 10 shows the impact of Avicel®
on the average loss. Figure 10 is a graph showing the average log losses in coated capsules with and without Avicel®.
The diamonds are coated capsules with Avicel®, stored at 56 3°C; the squares are coated capsules without Avicel®,
stored at 56 3°C; the triangles are coated capsules with Avicel®, stored at -20°C; and cross-hatches (x) are coated
capsules without Avicel®, stored at -20°C.
[0162] Figure 11 and 12 relate to the packaging of the capsules. The capsules were either packed in tubes of poly-

TABLE 4

Average Log losses in Coated capsules

Time in Weeks 1 4 8 12 24 36

Log Losses @ 4°C 0.43 0.62 0.96 1.25 1.81 2.25

Log Losses @-20°C 0.33 0.25 0.30 0.37 0.75 0.77

Log Losses @ 4°C (+ S.D) Values 0.26 0.28 0.37 0.40 0.48 0.64

Log Losses @ -20°C (+ S.D) Values 0.31 0.31 0.56 0.33 0.40 0.32
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propylene or in blister packs. However, the results did not exactly simulate a user situation due to the fact that the tubes
were only opened when a sample was withdrawn. Real life situation is different from this situation as the patient normally
will open the tube any time a new dose is to be taken, i.e. the remaining capsules are much more exposed to the
surroundings than during the experiment reported here. Figure 11 is a graph showing the average log loss of activity for
coated capsules, for packaging in polypropylene tubes and blister packaging. The diamonds are coated capsules pack-
aged in polypropylene, stored at 56 3°C; the squares are coated capsules packaged in blister packs, stored at 56 3°C;
the triangles are coated capsules packaged in polypropylene, stored at -20°C; and cross-hatches (x) are coated capsules
packaged in blister packs, stored at -20°C. Figure 12 is a graph showing the average log loss of activity for coated
capsules, for packaging in polypropylene tubes and blister packaging, and is identical to Figure 11, minus the error bars.
The diamonds are coated capsules packaged in polypropylene, stored at 56 3°C; the squares are coated capsules
packaged in blister packs, stored at 56 3°C; the triangles are coated capsules packaged in polypropylene, stored at
-20°C; and cross-hatches (x) are coated capsules packaged in blister packs, stored at -20°C.

EXAMPLE 15

Variation in coating process

[0163] Capsules (size 2) containing the freeze-dried powder comprising bacteria and excipients of Example were
provided with a coating composition as described in the table below. Coating was performed using an aqueous coating
compositions as described in Table 4, below. The following were used for the coating formulation: Eudragit® 30 D-55
(Röhm America, Piscataway NJ), Triethyl Citrate (Morflex Inc., Greensboro, NC), Glycerol Monostearate (Imwitor 900K,
Sasol, Germany) and Polysorbate 80 (Merck KGaA, Germany).
[0164] The final theoretical weight gain of the Eudragit L30 D-55 polymer for each of the trials was 14 mg/cm2. This
corresponds to a total capsule weight gain of 31.1% w/w.

Total solids 25.0% w/w

Coating dispersion preparation procedure

[0165]

1. Add 45% of water to a clean vessel and heat to 70°C.
2. Add the polysorbate 80, triethyl citrate, and glycerol monostearate to the heated water from step 1.
3. Remove the dispersion from step 2 from heat and homogenize with a high shear mixer for 10 minutes.
4. Add the remainder of the water to the emulsion from step 3 and allow to cool to room temperature.
5. In a second clean vessel add Eudragit® L 30 D-55 and start mixing gently with a low shear mixer.
6. Slowly add the emulsion from step 4 to Eudragit® L 30 D-55 from step 5 and continue mixing for 30 minutes.
7. Sieve the dispersion from step 6 through a 60-mesh (250 mm) screen.
8. Continue mixing the dispersion from step 7 with a low shear mixer for the duration of the coating process.

[0166] The film coating dispersions were applied (film coated) onto:

a. A 600 g total batch size of capsules in a Compu-Lab 15 inch perforated coating pan (Thomas engineering, IL)
b. A 800 g total batch size of capsules in a GPCG 1 fluid bed system (Glatt air Techniques, NJ) equipped with a 6
inch Wurster and a type D air distribution plate. The partition height was 25 mm.

TABLE 5

Excipient Function Amount (g) Dry substance (g) % of dry polymer substance

Eudragit® L30 D-55 Polymer 804.9 241.5 ..

Triethyl Citrate Plasticizer 48.3 48.3 20%

Glycerol Monostearate Glidant 16.9 16.9 7%

Polysorbate 80 Emulsifier 6.8 6.8 40% of GMS

De-ionized water Medium 376.8 ..

TOTAL 1253.7 313.4
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[0167] The process parameters were as shown in the following table:

[0168] The samples were placed in suitable containers for packaging and labeled accordingly.

Conclusion

[0169] The enteric formulation was applied to the capsules in both pan and fluid bed coating systems without any
processing problems.

EXAMPLE 16

Banding of enteric coated capsules

[0170] In order to avoid leakage of the capsules and entrance of any acidic medium (gastric fluid) after oral adminis-
tration, the following experiments were performed with banding of the capsules. Banding denotes application of a sealing
at the edges where the two capsule shells overlaps and leave a space (the capsule seam). As noted herein before, this
transition from one capsule shell to the other may in some circumstances lead to diffusion of gastric fluid into the capsule,
a process that is highly unwanted due to the instability of the bacteria in acidic environment.
[0171] Moreover, disintegration tests were carried out.

Materials:

[0172]

Pharmacoat 606 (HPMC (Shin Etsu)
Ethanol (Spectrum)
Red 40 Dye (Sensient)
Polysorbate 80 (PS-80) (Qualicaps)
Gelatin, NF (Qualicaps)
Eudragit L100 (Degussa)
Triethyl Citrate (TEC) (Morflex)
Talc (Whittaker)
Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) (Univar)
Eudragit L100-55 (Degussa)
Eudragit S100 (Degussa)

Testing

[0173] Disintegration apparatus was according to USP. The appropriate number of vessels were filled with approx.
900 ml buffer pH 1.2 and maintained at 37° C. One capsule was placed in each of the tubes of the basket for each lot
and covered with a wire screen. The machine was operated for an hour and the number of remaining capsule was

TABLE 6

Coating System Pan Fluid Bed

Fluid Nozzle (mm) 1.0 1.2

Air flow 180 CFM 150 m3/h

Pan Speed (rpm) 15-16

Atomization pressure 26 psi 2 Bar

Inlet air temp. (°C) 28-40 30-34

Exhaust temp. (°C) 25-28 26-28

Product temp. (°C) 21-28 25-28

Spray rate (g/min/kg) 6 3-10

Process time (min) 180 146
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recorded. The baskets were then transferred to new vessels filled with approx. 900 ml of buffer pH 6.8 maintained at
37° C. After an hour, the number of disintegrated capsules was recorded.

Formulation Development

Banding

[0174] Both HPMC and gelatin capsules were banded according to the formulas in the following table using a Schaefer
Technologies STI Laboratory Model Capsule Bander.
A)

1) Mix water and surfactant gently
2) Add B-1dye. Gently mix by hand.
3) Gently mix in gelatin, NF. Allow to swell for 1-2 hours
4) Cover tightly. Place in a 55°C oven or bath to melt gelatin.

B)

1) Add HPMC to the ethanol and stir.
2) add dye to the DI water and stir
3) add (2) to (1) and stir.

[0175] Table. A) Capsule banding formula for gelatin banding B) Capsule banding formula for HPMC banding.
[0176] Normally, the gelatin capsules were banded with a gelatin-containing composition and the HPMC capsules
were banded with a HPMC-containing composition. The banding was made before the capsules were subjected to
enteric coating. Apart from reinforcing the capsule seam, the banding also seemed to enable a better and more even
enteric coating.

Coating Trials

[0177] Various coating trials were performed on the gelatin and HPMC banded capsules. Coating was investigated
both in a fluid bed dryer as well as perforated pan coaters. Two different organic coating formulations were investigated
for pan coating trials.

TABLE 7

Ingredient Lot # % w/w g/batch

PS-80 N0601316 1.20% 4.6

Gelatin, NF N0602132 28.31% 108.5

DI Water NA 70.23% 269.2

B-1 Dye AM9123 0.26% 1

Total 100.00% 383.3

TABLE 8

Ingredient Lot # % w/w g/batch

Pharmacoat 606 (HPMC) 5106041 16.0% 80

Ethanol VN0458 50.4% 252

DI Water NA 33.1% 165.5

Red-40 Dye AM8564 0.5% 2.5

Total -- 100.00% 500.0
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Pan Coating - Trial 1

[0178] Trial 1 was performed to evaluate the viability of a new solvent formula as well as determining processing
parameters. The coating formula and parameters used are as follows:

Procedure:

[0179]

1) Disperse Eudragit into 6000g IPA.
2) Add water to (1).
3) Mix TEC, talc, and remaining IPA (2654g).
4) Combine (2) and (3) and mix for 1 hour.

Coating Parameters:

[0180]

Product Temp = 23-27°C Atomization Air = 25-27 psiAir
Flow = 250 cfm Spray Rate = 52-56 g/min
Pan speed = 15 rpm

[0181] The 15" coating pan was charged with approximately 800 g of capsules. The pan was then started and the
processing conditions were set. Almost immediately upon start-up, the product temperature reached the desired range
and the spray was started at a rate of approximately 52 g/min. The initial spray burst, likely due to pressure build-up in
the lines, appeared to cause slight sticking, however, sticking or clumping throughout the remaining run was not observed.
Samples were collected at 8, 12, 15, and 20% theoretical weight gains.

Trial 2

[0182] Trial 2 was performed as described below.

TABLE 9

Coating Formula

Ingredient Lot # % w/w g/batch g solids/batch % solids/batch

Eudragit L 100 B040503013 6.00% 600 600 6.00%

Triethyl 000006306 0.60% 60 60 0.60%

Citrate (TEC)

Talc H05015 1.80% 180 180 1.80%

Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) MV016821523 86.54% 8654 0 0.00%

Water 5.06% 506 0 0.00%

Total -- 100.00% 10000 840 8.40%

TABLE 10

Enteric Coated Capsules

Ingredient Lot # % w/w g/batch g solids/batch % solids/batch

Eudragit L100-55 B041004023 7.18% 107.7 107.7 7.18%

Eudragit S100 B03005052 5.85% 87.75 87.75 5.85%

Talc H05015 5.00% 75 75 5.00%

TEC 000006306 1.30% 19.5 19.5 1.30%
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1) Procedure:
2) Mix talc and 200 g IPA.
3) Bag blend Eudragit L100-55 and Eudragit S100.
4) Mix the remaining IPA (935.5 g) and water.
5) Add (2) to (3).
6) Add TEC and (1) to (4).

[0183] Trial 2 was performed similarly to Trial 1, however, sticking was observed upon start-up. The spray rate was
drastically decreased to prevent further sticking and the coating trial proceeded without additional mishaps. The capsules
were coated to a 20% weight gain.

Results

[0184] Disintegration testing on capsules from Trials 1 and 2 were performed. The results are as follows:

Conclusion

[0185] Both Trials 1 and 2 were successful in creating an enteric capsule coating under low temperature and low
moisture conditions. It is recommended, however, Trial 1 seemed to be better for a number of reasons. Because this
formula had lower solids content, coating uniformity theoretically improved due the longer coating period. In addition,
the lower solids content reduces the possibility of capsule to capsule sticking. Furthermore, the formula in Trial 1 uses
only one type of Eudragit which simplifies solution preparation. Finally, the formula and process used for Trial 1 produce
capsules that pass enteric disintegration with as little as 8% weight gain.
[0186] Trial 1 is viewed as the most successful trial for a number of reasons. Because this formula had lower solids

(continued)

Enteric Coated Capsules

Ingredient Lot # % w/w g/batch g solids/batch % solids/batch

Water 5.00% 75 0 0.00%

IPA MV016821523 75.70% 1135.5 0 0.00%

Total 100.03% 1500 289.95 19.33%

Process Parameters:
Product Temp = 25-28°C Atomization Air = 38-42 psiAir
Flow = 250 cfm Spray Rate = 17-20 g/min

Pan Speed= 15-16 rpm

TABLE 11 Disintegration results for capsules from Trial 1 and Trial 2.

# Disintegrated in 1 hour

Capsule Type Trial # 1.2 Buffer 6.8 Buffer

Gelatin Banded Placebo, 20% w.g. Trial 2 0 6

HPMC Banded Placebo, 20% w.g. Trial 2 0 6

Gelatin Banded Placebo, 20% w.g. Trial 1 0 4

HPMC Banded Placebo, 20% w.g. Trial 1 0 6

Gelatin Banded Placebo, 15% w.g. Trial 1 0 6

HPMC Banded Placebo, 15% w.g. Trial 1 0 6

Gelatin Banded Placebo, 8% w.g. Trial 1 0 6

HPMC Banded Placebo, 8% w.g. Trial 1 0 6
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content, coating uniformity theoretically improved due the longer coating period. In addition, the lower solids content
reduces the possibility of capsule to capsule sticking. Furthermore, the formula in Trial 1 uses one type of Eudragit which
simplifies solution preparation. Finally, the formula and process used for trial one produce capsules that pass enteric
disintegration with as little as 8% weight gain.

Claims

1. A composition for oral administration to a human or an animal, comprising an oral delivery vehicle comprising an
oxalate degrading composition comprising:

a) from 3% to 25% of oxalate degrading bacteria,
b) from 1.5% to 6% of a disaccharide,
c) from 45% to 60% of a maltodextrin,
d) from 4% to 6% of an alginate, and
e) from 20% to 35% of an oligofructose,

for delivery of oxalate-degrading bacteria to the intestines of a human or an animal upon oral administration, wherein
the oxalate degrading bacteria is Oxalobacter formigenes.

2. A composition according to claim 1, further comprising one or more moisture scavengers, wherein the one or more
moisture scavengers are selected from the group consisting of celluloses, celluloses derivatives, silica, and silica
derivatives.

3. A composition according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the oral delivery vehicle comprises a powder, a capsule, a pill, a
granule or a tablet.

4. A composition according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the oxalate degrading bacteria is Oxalobacter
formigenes strain HCl.

5. A composition according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the oxalate degrading composition has a cfu/g of
at least from 1 x 103 to 1 x 103.

6. A composition according to any of the preceding claims, wherein a single dose of the oxalate degrading composition
has an oxalate reducing enzyme activity of from 5 units to 5,000 units.

7. A composition according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the oxalate degrading composition comprises a
lyophilized powder.

8. A composition according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the disaccharide is trehalose.

Patentansprüche

1. Zusammensetzung zur oralen Verabreichung an einen Menschen oder ein Tier, umfassend ein orales Abgabeve-
hikel, das eine Oxalat-abbauende Zusammensetzung umfasst, umfassend:

a) 3 % bis 25 % Oxalat-abbauende Bakterien,
b) 1,5 % bis 6 % eines Disaccharids,
c) 45 % bis 60 % eines Maltodextrins,
d) 4 % bis 6 % eines Alginats und
e) 20 % bis 35 % einer Oligofructose,

zur Abgabe eines Oxalat-abbauenden Bakteriums in die Eingeweide eines Menschen oder eines Tieres durch orale
Verabreichung, wobei das Oxalat-abbauende Bakterium Oxalobacter formigenes ist.

2. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 1, weiter umfassend einen oder mehrere Feuchtigkeitsfänger, wobei der eine
oder die mehreren Feuchtigkeitsfänger aus der Gruppe, die aus Cellulose, Cellulosederivaten, Silica und Silicade-
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rivaten besteht, ausgewählt ist/sind.

3. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das orale Abgabevehikel ein Pulver, eine Kapsel, eine Pille, ein
Granulat oder eine Tablette umfasst.

4. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Oxalat-abbauende Bakterium Oxalo-
bacter formigenes des Stammes HCl ist.

5. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Oxalat-abbauende Zusammensetzung
eine KBE/g von zumindest 1 x 103 bis 1 x 1013 aufweist.

6. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei eine Einzeldosis der Oxalat-abbauenden
Zusammensetzung eine Oxalat-reduzierende Enzymaktivität von 5 Einheiten bis 5.000 Einheiten aufweist.

7. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Oxalat-abbauende Zusammensetzung
ein lyophilisiertes Pulver umfasst.

8. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Disaccharid Trehalose ist.

Revendications

1. Composition pour administration orale à un être humain ou à un animal, comprenant un véhicule d’administration
orale comprenant une composition dégradant l’oxalate comprenant :

a) de 3 % à 25 % de bactéries dégradant l’oxalate,
b) de 1,5 % à 6 % d’un disaccharide,
c) de 45 % à 60 % d’une maltodextrine,
d) de 4 % à 6 % d’un alginate, et
e) de 20 % à 35 % d’un oligofructose,

pour l’administration de bactéries dégradant l’oxalate dans les intestins d’un être humain ou d’un animal par admi-
nistration orale, dans laquelle les bactéries dégradant l’oxalate sont des Oxalobacter formigenes.

2. Composition selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre un ou plusieurs piégeurs d’humidité, dans laquelle les
un ou plusieurs piégeurs d’humidité sont choisis dans un groupe constitué de celluloses, de dérivés de cellulose,
de silices et de dérivés de silice.

3. Composition selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans laquelle le véhicule d’administration orale comprend une poudre,
une capsule, une pilule, un granule ou un comprimé.

4. Composition selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle les bactéries dégradant l’oxalate
sont la souche HCl Oxalobacter formigenes.

5. Composition selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle la composition dégradant l’oxa-
late a un cfu/g allant au moins de 1 x 103 à 1 x 1013.

6. Composition selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle une dose unique de la compo-
sition dégradant l’oxalate a une activité enzymatique réductrice d’oxalate allant de 5 unités à 5 000 unités.

7. Composition selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle la composition dégradant l’oxa-
late comprend une poudre lyophilisée.

8. Composition selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle le disaccharide est le tréhalose.
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