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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention. The present invention
relates generally to medical apparatus and methods for
treatment. More particularly, the present invention re-
lates to methods and systems for crossing and filling ab-
dominal and other aneurysms.
[0002] Aneurysms are enlargements or "bulges" in
blood vessels which are often prone to rupture and which
therefore present a serious risk to the patient. Aneurysms
may occur in any blood vessel but are of particular con-
cern when they occur in the cerebral vasculature or the
patient’s aorta.
[0003] The present invention is particularly concerned
with aneurysms occurring in the aorta, particularly those
referred to as aortic aneurysms. Abdominal aortic aneu-
rysms (AAA’s) are classified based on their location with-
in the aorta as well as their shape and complexity. An-
eurysms which are found below the renal arteries are
referred to as infrarenal abdominal aortic aneurysms. Su-
prarenal abdominal aortic aneurysms occur above the
renal arteries, while thoracic aortic aneurysms (TAA’s)
occur in the ascending, transverse, or descending part
of the upper aorta.
[0004] Infrarenal aneurysms are the most common,
representing about eighty percent (80%) of all aortic an-
eurysms. Suprarenal aneurysms are less common, rep-
resenting about 20% of the aortic aneurysms. Thoracic
aortic aneurysms are the least common and often the
most difficult to treat. Most or all present endovascular
systems are also too large (above 12F) for percutaneous
introduction.
[0005] The most common form of aneurysm is "fusi-
form," where the enlargement extends about the entire
aortic circumference. Less commonly, the aneurysms
may be characterized by a bulge on one side of the blood
vessel attached at a narrow neck. Thoracic aortic aneu-
rysms are often dissecting aneurysms caused by hem-
orrhagic separation in the aortic wall, usually within the
medial layer. The most common treatment for each of
these types and forms of aneurysm is open surgical re-
pair. Open surgical repair is quite successful in patients
who are otherwise reasonably healthy and free from sig-
nificant co-morbidities. Such open surgical procedures
are problematic, however, since access to the abdominal
and thoracic aortas is difficult to obtain and because the
aorta must be clamped off, placing significant strain on
the patient’s heart.
[0006] Over the past decade, endoluminal grafts have
come into widespread use for the treatment of aortic an-
eurysm in patients who cannot undergo open surgical
procedures. In general, endoluminal repairs access the
aneurysm "endoluminally" through either or both iliac ar-
teries in the groin. The grafts, which typically have been
fabric or membrane tubes supported and attached by
various stent structures, are then implanted, typically re-

quiring several pieces or modules to be assembled in
situ. Successful endoluminal procedures have a much
shorter recovery period than open surgical procedures.
[0007] Present endoluminal aortic aneurysm repairs,
however, suffer from a number of limitations. A significant
number of endoluminal repair patients experience leak-
age at the proximal juncture (attachment point closest to
the heart) within two years of the initial repair procedure.
While such leaks can often be fixed by further endolumi-
nal procedures, the need to have such follow-up treat-
ments significantly increases cost and is certainly unde-
sirable for the patient. A less common but more serious
problem has been graft migration. In instances where the
graft migrates or slips from its intended position, open
surgical repair is required. This is a particular problem
since the patients receiving the endoluminal grafts are
often those who are not considered good candidates for
open surgery. Further shortcomings of the present en-
doluminal graft systems relate to both deployment and
configuration. Current devices are unsuitable for treating
many geometrically complex aneurysms, particularly in-
frarenal aneurysms with little space between the renal
arteries and the upper end of the aneurysm, referred to
as short-neck or no-neck aneurysms. Aneurysms having
torturous geometries, are also difficult to treat.
[0008] For these reasons, it would be desirable to pro-
vide improved methods and systems for the endoluminal
and minimally invasive treatment of aortic aneurysms. In
particular, it would be desirable to provide systems and
methods which provide prostheses with minimal or no
endoleaks, which resist migration, which are relatively
easy to deploy, and which can treat many if not all aneu-
rysmal configurations, including short-neck and no-neck
aneurysms as well as those with highly irregular and
asymmetric geometries. It would be further desirable to
provide systems and methods which are compatible with
current designs for endoluminal stents and grafts, includ-
ing single lumen stents and grafts, bifurcated stents and
grafts, parallel stents and grafts, as well as with double-
walled filling structures which are the subject of the com-
monly owned, copending applications described below.
The systems and methods would preferably be deploy-
able with the stents and grafts at the time the stents and
grafts are initially placed. Additionally, it would be desir-
able to provide systems and methods for repairing pre-
viously implanted aortic stents and grafts, either endolu-
minally or percutaneously. At least some of these objec-
tives will be met by the inventions described hereinbelow.
[0009] 2. Description of the Background Art.
US2006/0025853 describes a double-walled filling struc-
ture for treating aortic and other aneurysms. Copending,
commonly owned application no. 11/413,460
(US2006/0212112), describes the use of liners and ex-
tenders to anchor and seal such double-walled filling
structures within the aorta. WO 01/21108 describes ex-
pandable implants attached to a central graft for filling
aortic aneurysms. See also US 5,330,528; 5,534,024;
5,843,160; 6,168,592; 6,190,402; 6,312,462; 6,312,463;
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US2002/0045848; US2003/0014075;
US2004/0204755; US2005/0004660; and WO
02/102282.
[0010] US 5,693,088 describes an intraluminal vascu-
lar graft to be deployed within a vessel for incorporation
therein without use of hooks or barbs. The intraluminal
vascular graft structure comprises a tubular body formed
of a biocompatible material and a frame structure, having
both circumferential support and longitudinal support
structures, which support the graft at a distal end thereof
and upwardly from the distal end. The vascular graft has
attachment means which provide for fixed attachment of
the graft to the interior of the vessel. In the example shown
in Figure 5, the attachment means surrounds a tubular
body of the graft as a toroidal encasement member hav-
ing an internal space which is enlargeable or inflatable.
[0011] WO 2004/045393 describes devices and meth-
ods for treatment of vascular aneurysms. A two-part pros-
theses is described where one part is an expandable
sponge structure and the other part is an expandable
tubular mesh structure. The expandable tubular sponge
structure is intended to fill the aneurysm cavity to prevent
further dilation of the vessel wall by creating a buffer or
barrier between the pressurised pulsating blood flow and
the thinning vessel wall. The expandable tubular mesh
structure is placed across the aneurysm contacting the
inner wall of the healthy vessel proximal and distal to the
aneurysm. The sponge filler may be delivered by a cath-
eter delivery system in which case the delivery catheter
tip may have a balloon or other expandable mechanism
to hold the delivery catheter in place whilst the expand-
able sponge is delivered via the delivery catheter.
[0012] WO 2006/116725 which published after the ear-
liest priority date of the present application and so is cit-
able only under Article 54(3) EPC describes graft sys-
tems having filling structures supported by scaffolds
wherein the filling structures are double-wall filling struc-
tures which have a generally toroidal structure with an
outer wall, an inner wall, a potential space or volume
between the outer and inner walls to be filled with a filling
medium, and a generally tubular lumen inside of the inner
wall which provides the blood flow lumen after the pros-
thesis has been deployed.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] The present invention is set out in the appended
claims. Described herein are methods and systems for
the treatment of aneurysms, particularly aortic aneu-
rysms including both abdominal aortic aneurysms
(AAA’s) and thoracic aortic aneurysms (TAA’s). Treat-
ments are particularly useful in endoluminal protocols
where vascular catheters may be used to advance and
manipulate the various system components. In some in-
stances, however, the systems and methods will also be
useful for the percutaneous, minimally invasive treatment
of aneurysms where the aneurysm may be accessed
from the outside through a controlled penetration in the

aneurysmal wall.
[0014] Described systems comprise a scaffold which
is adapted to be placed across the aneurysm to provide
one or more blood flow lumens thereacross. The scaffold
may be any type of conventional aneurysmal treatment
scaffold, including bare stents, grafts, stent-reinforced
grafts, double-walled filling structures (as described in
detail in copending application no. 11/413,460
(US2006/0212112), and the like. Optionally, the scaffold
will be coated with, impregnated with, or otherwise adapt-
ed to carry a medicament which will be released in the
aneurysmal sac after the scaffold is implanted therein.
Generally reliance will primarily be on stents and grafts
which are endoluminally placed to provide the desired
blood flow lumen(s) across the aneurysm and to define
an aneurysmal space between an outside surface of the
scaffold and an inside surface of all or a portion of the
aneurysmal wall. As discussed above in the Background
section, the aneurysmal space which remains around an
aneurysmal scaffold is subject to leakage and in some
cases allows for migration of the scaffold from the origi-
nally implanted location. Both outcomes are undesirable,
and the described methods and systems will help both
seal the aneurysmal space in order to reduce the risk of
leakage and help anchor the aneurysmal scaffold in place
to reduce the risk of migration.
[0015] Described herein is the deployment of one or
more expandable structures, such as inflatable balloons
or bladders, within the aneurysmal space. The expand-
able structures are usually placed after deployment of
the aneurysmal scaffold and more usually are deployed
through the wall of the scaffold into the aneurysmal
space. In other instances, however, the space-filling ex-
pandable structures maybe deployed prior to placement
of the aneurysmal scaffold, where such pre-deployed ex-
pandable structures may be expanded either before or
after deployment of the aneurysmal scaffold. In other in-
stances, the expandable structures may be deployed
days, weeks, or even longer after an initial endoluminal
or other aneurysmal repair. The expandable structures
are useful for developing voids which may open around
a previously implanted scaffold over time. For such "re-
vision" treatments, the expandable structures may be
placed through the aneurysmal scaffold or may be per-
cutaneously placed through the wall of the aneurysm.
[0016] When filling the aneurysmal space after deploy-
ment of an aneurysmal scaffold, it is necessary to avoid
over pressuring the aneurysmal sac in order to reduce
the risk of accidental rupture. Different protocols are pro-
vided for controlling pressurization within the aneurysmal
space as the expandable structure is being expanded.
For example, excess expansion medium being fed to one
or more of the expandable structures may be selectively
bled from the structure if the pressure within the aneu-
rysmal space is excessive. A drain tube or lumen may
be connected to the expandable structure while it is being
expanded in order to bleed the excess expansion medi-
um. Such selective bleeding could be controlled by a
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pressure relief valve, a feedback pressure control sys-
tem, or the like. Alternatively, excessive pressurization
within the aneurysmal sac can be controlled by bleeding
fluid from the aneurysmal space as the expandable struc-
ture is being expanded. Such control could be provided
by one or more drain catheters deployed directly into the
aneurysmal space and connected to pressure relief
valves or active pressure control systems.
[0017] Described herein are methods for treating an
aneurysm in a blood vessel by placing a scaffold across
the aneurysm to define an aneurysmal space between
an outside surface of the scaffold and an inside surface
of the aneurysmal wall. At least one expandable structure
is expanded using an expansion medium which passes
by or through the scaffold or through the aneurysmal wall
to fill at least a portion of the aneurysmal space.
[0018] The scaffold may comprise any conventional
vascular scaffold of a type which may be positioned
across an aneurysm. For example, the scaffold could
comprise a conventional bare metal stent having suffi-
cient length and suitable diameter to be implanted across
the aneurysm with a first end anchored in healthy vas-
culature on one side of the aneurysm and a second end
anchored in healthy vasculature on the other side of the
aneurysm. Such bare metal stents may be balloon ex-
pandable, self-expanding, provide for a ratcheting ex-
pansion, or the like. Alternatively, fabric, braid, or other
vascular grafts may be anchored in healthy vasculature
on either side of the aneurysm, often using barbs, staples,
or the like. The graft structures will typically comprise a
blood-impermeable wall, and thus the expandable struc-
tures will typically be delivered before graft deployment,
around a partially deployed graft, or through the aneu-
rysmal wall, as described generally below. In addition to
stents and grafts, stent-reinforced graft structures can be
used which are typically expanded and anchored within
the target blood vessel. Such stent-grafts may also be
balloon expandable, self-expanding, or a combination
thereof.
[0019] The described systems and methods may be
used to treat aneurysms having a variety of geometries.
While the systems and methods are particularly useful
for treating aneurysms wherein the enlargement circum-
scribes the blood vessel (fusiform), such as most aortic
aneurysms, they will also be useful for treating various
asymmetric aneurysms where the bulge is present over
only a portion of the periphery of the blood vessel wall.
In all cases, it is generally desirable that the expandable
structures occupy at least most and preferably all of the
void in the aneurysmal space in order to most effectively
inhibit leakage and migration of the scaffold.
[0020] The described methods and systems are com-
patible with the use of both single scaffolds and multiple
scaffold systems. In treating linear aneurysms, two or
more stents, grafts, or other scaffolds may be placed in
series in order to span the entire length of the aneurysm.
In bifurcated aneurysms, such as abdominal aortic an-
eurysms, a pair of parallel scaffolds may be placed in the

aneurysm and extend from the aorta into each of the iliac
branch vessels. Alternatively, bifurcated scaffolds having
branch ends may be placed from the aorta into the iliac
arteries. When treating such branch vessels, it will also
be possible to add stents, cuffs, and other sealing mem-
bers which extend the length of the scaffold at either end.
[0021] The expandable structures will typically be bal-
loons or other structures which are inflatable with a fluid
inflation medium. Such inflatable structures will typically
have a fluid impermeable wall which is sufficiently flexible
to conform to the aneurysmal wall, the scaffold, and other
expandable structure(s) which may be or have been
placed in the aneurysmal space. The inflatable structures
may be elastic or non-elastic, typically being formed from
parylene, polyester (e.g., Dacron®), PET, PTFE, and/or
a compliant material, such as silicone, polyurethane, la-
tex, or combinations thereof. Usually, it will be preferred
to form at least a portion of the inflatable member partially
or entirely from a non-compliant material to enhance con-
formance of the outer wall of the scaffold to the inner
surface of the aneurysm.
[0022] The walls of the expandable structures may
consist of a single layer or may comprise multiple layers
which are laminated, glued, heat bonded, ultrasonically
bonded, or otherwise formed together. Different layers
may comprise different materials, including both compli-
ant and/or non-compliant materials. The structure walls
may also be reinforced in various ways, including braid
reinforcement layers, filament reinforcement layers, and
the like.
[0023] The expandable structures may also be ex-
panded with non-fluid expansion medium, such as pow-
ders, pellets, coils, foams, and the like. In such instances,
the expandable structure will not necessarily be formed
from an impermeable material, but instead could be
formed from lattices, braids, nets, or other permeable or
foramenous structures which contain the expansion me-
dium but might permit blood and fluid permeation.
[0024] In some instances, the expandable structure
will be extruded in situ, typically at the same time that it
is being expanded or inflated with a separate expansion
material. Various extrudable polymers exist which can
be delivered from a delivery catheter.
[0025] Expanding the expandable structure will usually
be performed at least in part using a delivery catheter
which both positions and fills the expansion structure
within the aneurysmal space. Most commonly, the deliv-
ery catheter will be positioned inside of the scaffold and
will deliver the expansion medium through the catheter
wall. In other instances, however, the delivery catheter
may be positioned around one end of the scaffold to per-
mit positioning and filling of the expandable structure be-
fore or after the scaffold has been placed. In still further
instances, the delivery catheter may be passed through
a penetration in the aneurysmal wall to access a void in
the aneurysmal space which requires filling.
[0026] In a first exemplary embodiment, the delivery
catheter will be used to deliver and position the expand-
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able structure through the scaffold wall after the scaffold
has been placed in the aneurysm. The delivery catheter
may be passed through a discrete window or opening
formed in the scaffold wall which is enlarged relative to
other openings and intended particularly for delivering
the expandable structure. More typically, however, the
delivery catheter will be passed through openings or in-
terstices which are inherently part of the cellular construc-
tion of the scaffold. By passing through the cellular open-
ings which are already present, multiple expandable
structures may be placed at locations which may be de-
termined during the course of the procedure.
[0027] In alternative protocols, the delivery catheter
may be used to place the expandable structure prior to
delivery of the scaffold. The scaffold may then be placed
so that at least one end of the scaffold is deployed and
anchored over the delivery catheter(s). In such instances,
the expandable structures will usually be inflated or oth-
erwise expanded after the scaffold is deployed. Alterna-
tively, the expandable structures may be expanded at
least partly prior to deployment of the scaffold so long as
care is taken not to over pressurize the aneurysmal sac
when the scaffold is expanded and implanted.
[0028] In yet another protocol, the delivery catheter
may be introduced into the aneurysmal space by passing
a cannula or other delivery tube through a penetration in
the aneurysmal wall. The cannula may be positioned us-
ing thoracoscopic or other minimally invasive techniques
in order to access the outside wall of the aneurysm. Such
percutaneous deployment of the expandable structures
will be particularly suitable for treating patients where a
void or expansion of the aneurysmal sac has occurred
sometime after a primary treatment.
[0029] Usually, at least two expandable structures will
be delivered to substantially fill the aneurysmal space.
Often, three, four, five, or even more expandable struc-
tures may be delivered. Typically, the treating physician
will sequentially deliver multiple expandable structures
through the wall of the aneurysmal scaffold while visual-
izing the aneurysmal space fluoroscopically. A sufficient
number of expansion members can then be delivered in
order to substantially fill the void within the aneurysmal
space, as confirmed by the fluoroscopic visualization. In
other instances, two or more expandable structures may
be expanded simultaneously, in mixed protocols where
expandable structures are sometimes delivered simulta-
neously and other times delivered sequentially may also
be employed.
[0030] Systems described for treating an aneurysm in
a blood vessel comprise a scaffold, and expandable
structure, and a delivery catheter. The scaffold may com-
prise any of the scaffolds generally described above. The
delivery catheters will typically comprise a flexible elon-
gate tubular member having at least one lumen there-
through for delivering expansion medium to the expand-
able structure. In some embodiments, the expandable
structure may be initially attached at a distal end of a
delivery catheter and the lumen of the delivery catheter

used only for delivering the expansion medium to the
expandable structure. The expandable structure will be
detachable from the delivery catheter after it has been
filled and will usually include a self-sealing valve or other
attachment port which closes and retains the expansion
medium within the structure after detachment of the de-
livery catheter. In other instances, the delivery catheter
may be adapted to deliver both the expandable structure
and the expansion medium to the expandable structure.
In such instances, the delivery catheter can be used for
sequentially delivering two or more expansion structures
together with filling of those structures. In still other in-
stances, separate delivery catheters or delivery catheter
components may be used for delivering an expandable
structure and for filling the expandable structure.
[0031] The described systems may further comprise a
cannula for positioning a delivery catheter and expand-
able structure percutaneously through the wall of an an-
eurysm. The cannula will have an axial lumen for con-
taining the expandable structure and/or delivery catheter
can be used to access the aneurysm in a conventional
manner.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0032]

Fig. 1 illustrates a single scaffold placed across an
abdominal aortic aneurysm and creating an aneu-
rysmal space around the scaffold.

Figs. 2A and 2B illustrate use of a delivery catheter
for positioning and expanding an expandable struc-
ture in accordance with the principles of the present
invention.

Figs. 3 and 4 illustrate use of a single delivery cath-
eter for delivering multiple expandable structures.

Fig. 5 illustrates the use of a pair of delivery catheters
for delivering multiple expandable structures.

Fig. 6 illustrates the use of a pair of delivery catheters
for delivering expandable structures through sepa-
rate parallel scaffolds.

Fig. 7 illustrates the use of a pair of delivery catheters
for delivering multiple expandable structures through
a single bifurcated scaffold.

Fig. 8 illustrates positioning of a valve in an exem-
plary expandable structure

Fig. 9 illustrates and expandable structure having an
axial channel or groove for receiving a deployed
scaffold.

Figs. 10A - 10E illustrate use of a delivery catheter
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for extruding pairs of expandable structures.

Figs. 11A - 11D illustrate delivery of expandable
structures where the delivery catheter is placed past
one end of a scaffold.

Fig. 12 illustrates use of an expandable structure for
filling a void region around a double-walled fillable
scaffold.

Fig. 13 illustrates a cannula which may be used for
deploying an expandable structure percutaneously
through an aneurysmal wall.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0033] Referring to Fig. 1, a scaffold 10 is placed within
an aneurysm to span the length of the aneurysm between
regions of relatively healthy vasculature. Scaffold 10 is
illustrated in an abdominal aortic aneurysm AAA and ex-
tends from the renal arteries RA to the iliac arteries IA.
The scaffold 10 is shown as a bare metal stent which
may be balloon expandable or self-expanding within the
aneurysm. It will be appreciated, that the scaffold could
comprise a more conventional graft structure, a stent-
graft structure, and could comprise barbs, hooks, staples,
or other elements for anchoring the scaffold within the
regions of healthy vasculature. As shown in Fig. 1, an
annular aneurysmal space AS circumferentially sur-
rounds the scaffold 10. The described method and sys-
tems are intended for at least partially and preferably
substantially completely filling the aneurysmal space to
reduce the risk of endoleaks and to anchor the scaffold
to inhibit migration.
[0034] Referring now to Figs. 2A and 2B, delivery cath-
eters 12 may be used to both deliver expandable struc-
tures 16 and to fill the expandable structures with an ex-
pansion medium, for example by using a syringe 20 to
deliver the medium through a lumen of the catheter 12.
Most commonly, the distal end 14 of the delivery catheter
12 will be positioned through openings in the cellular
structure of the scaffold 10, as shown in Fig. 2A. Alter-
natively, as shown in Fig. 2B, a window 18 may be formed
within a wall of the scaffold 10 to permit positioning of
the distal end 14 of the delivery catheter 12 therethrough.
Use of such a window will usually be compatible only with
the delivery of single expandable structure 16 which can
occupy substantially the entire aneurysmal space AS.
Thus, delivery through the normal opening in the cellular
structure of a stent or other scaffold 10 will normally be
preferred since it allows the physician to deliver and po-
sition multiple expandable structures 16 as needed in
order to fully occupy the void region of the aneurysmal
space AS.
[0035] Use of a single delivery catheter 12 for sequen-
tially positioning a plurality of expandable structures 16a-
16c is illustrated in Fig. 3. A catheter 12 is used to deliver
a first expandable structure 16a, moved and extended

out through a different portion of the scaffold 10, and then
used to deliver a second expandable structure 16b. A
third expandable structure 16c is shown as being inflated
and delivered in Fig. 3. When using a single delivery cath-
eter 12 to deliver multiple expandable structure 16, it will
usually be desirable to employ separate inflatable mem-
bers with inflation tubes detachably fixed thereto. Thus,
the inflatable expansion member 16 can be delivered,
inflated with the inflation tube, and then detached and
left in place. After withdrawing one inflation tube, a sec-
ond inflation tube can then be used to deliver a second
inflatable expandable structure 16. Positioning of the ex-
pandable structure 16 can be effected by repositioning
the delivery catheter 12 and/or extending the inflatable
tube (not shown) from the delivery catheter 12 into dif-
ferent regions of the aneurysmal space AS as needed to
fill different portions of the space.
[0036] Referring now to Fig. 4, the catheter 12 of Fig.
3 has been used to deliver additional expandable struc-
tures 16, with a fourth and a fifth expandable structure
16d and 16e shown as being deployed. Additional ex-
pandable structures 16 will be added until the entire an-
eurysmal space AS is filled, usually as confirmed under
fluoroscopic. A single catheter 12 has been introduced
to the aneurysmal space AS through the iliac artery IA.
[0037] Referring now to Fig. 5, a pair of delivery cath-
eters 12a and 12b can be used to simultaneously position
two expandable structures 16. The delivery catheters 12a
and 12b are introduced through the two iliac arteries IA,
and they may be used to both simultaneously and se-
quentially deliver multiple expandable structures 16.
[0038] Referring now to Fig. 6, a pair of delivery cath-
eters 12a and 12b can be used simultaneously and/or
sequentially deliver multiple expandable structures 16
through a pair of parallel scaffold 22 and 24. The upper
ends of the scaffolds 22 and 24 are positioned in the
aorta and anchored above the renal arteries RA, while
the lower ends are respectively in the right and left iliac
arteries IA. The delivery catheters are introduced through
the iliac arteries into the lower ends of the scaffolds 22
and 24. Similarly, a pair of delivery catheters 12a and
12b can be used to deliver multiple expandable struc-
tures 16 simultaneously or sequentially through a bifur-
cated lower end of a bifurcated stent 26, as shown in Fig.
7. In all the cases described thus far, the multiple ex-
pandable structures 16 are particularly adapted to con-
form around regions of thrombus T within the aneurysmal
space AS.
[0039] The expandable structure 16 can take a variety
of forms. As shown in Fig. 8, expandable structure 16A
comprises an outer wall formed from a flexible material,
typically a polymer as described above. A valve structure
30 is provided to detachably secure to the distal end of
a delivery catheter or inflation tube. The delivery catheter
tube may deliver any one of the expandable media de-
scribed above, and the valve 30 will usually be self-clos-
ing after the delivery catheter inflation tube is detached.
As shown in Fig. 9, and expandable structure 16B can
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be shaped from semi-compliant or non-compliant mate-
rials to provide a particular filling geometry. The expand-
able structure 16B has a C-shaped cross-section which
is particularly useful for filling an annular aneurysmal
space surrounding a scaffold where the scaffold is re-
ceived in an axial channel 32 in the expandable structure.
[0040] Referring now to Figs. 10A to 10E, expandable
structures 40 may be extruded around the scaffold 10. A
highly conformable bag may be pushed out from the de-
livery catheter 12 under pressure from the fill material.
As shown in Fig. 10A, a first extrudable expandable struc-
ture 40a is delivered by a first delivery catheter 12a, so
that it expands and conforms to the scaffold 10, as shown
in Fig. 10B. Optionally, a second extrudable expandable
structure 40b may be delivered using a second delivery
catheter 12b, as shown in Fig. 10C. The delivery of ex-
trudable expandable structures may similarly be per-
formed in parallel stents 22 and 24, as shown in Fig. 10D
or in bifurcated stents 26 as shown in Fig. 10E. Once the
aneurysmal space AS has been substantially filled, the
extrudable expandable structures 40 may be sealed, op-
tionally with a heating element, a clip, an adhesive, or
other techniques for terminating the extrusion. The de-
livery catheters can then be removed, leaving the extrud-
ed expandable structures in place.
[0041] As described thus far, the expandable struc-
tures 16 have been delivered from a central lumen or
passage of the scaffold into the aneurysmal space sur-
rounding the scaffold. As an alternative, the expandable
structures may also be delivered by positioning a delivery
catheter on the outside of the scaffold, as illustrated gen-
erally in Figs. 11A-11D. Usually, the delivery catheter 12
will be positioned so that the expandable structure 16 is
located in the aneurysmal space AS prior to deployment
of the scaffold 10. The expandable structure 16 may then
be expanded or partially expanded before placement of
the scaffold 10, but will more usually be expanded after
the scaffold 10 has been fully expanded. As shown in
Fig. 11A, a single delivery catheter is positioned to deliver
a single expandable structure 16, where the expandable
structure 16 is expanded after deployment of a single
scaffold 10. As shown in Fig. 11B, a pair of expandable
structures 16a and 16b delivered by delivery catheters
12a and 12b, respectively, are positioned prior to deploy-
ment of the single scaffold 10. Again, the expandable
structure 16a and 16b will be expanded after expansion
of the scaffold 10. The use of delivery catheters 12 for
delivering single or pairs of expandable structures 16
may also be utilized with parallel scaffolds 22 and 24, as
shown in Fig. 11C, and with bifurcated scaffolds 26 as
shown in Fig. 11D. While delivery of only a single or pair
of expandable structures 16 is illustrated, it will be ap-
preciated that the delivery catheter 12, 12a, or 12b, could
be utilized together with a separate inflation tube for de-
livering multiple expandable structures through the lu-
men of the delivery catheter which will remain in place.
After the delivery of expandable structures is complete,
the delivery catheters 12 may with drawn from the outside

of the scaffold 12, 22, 24, or 26.
[0042] In all deployment protocols described thus far
which employ open lattice or mesh scaffolds, it will be
appreciated that expansion of the expandable structures
within the aneurysmal space may displace fluid or mate-
rials present in the aneurysmal space into the lumen of
the scaffold. This is advantageous since it reduces the
risk of over pressurization of the aneurysmal sac.
[0043] Referring now to Fig. 12, use of the described
systems for percutaneously accessing and filling a void
in an aneurysmal sac after an earlier deployment of a
scaffold in sealing system will be described. A double-
walled filling structure 50 may be deployed within the
abdominal aortic aneurysm AAA, generally as described
in prior application no. 11/413,460 US 2006/0212112. As
the abdominal aortic aneurysm AAA shown in Fig. 12 is
quite asymmetric, there may be sometimes be a void
region left even after the filling structure 50 has been fully
deployed. The described system provides for percutane-
ous placement of an expandable structure 52 which is
introduced through a penetration formed in the wall of
the aneurysm. While shown in connection with the dou-
ble-walled filling structure 50, it will be appreciated that
such percutaneous introduction of expandable structures
may be performed whenever there is a void left at the
periphery of the aneurysmal space, or more commonly
when such a void occurs sometime after an initial treat-
ment of the aneurysm. The expandable structure 52 may
be any of the inflatable or other members described pre-
viously, and will typically be introduced using a cannula
54 (Fig. 13) or other tubular introduction device. Cannula
54 carries the expandable structure 52 in a constrained
configuration. The expandable structure 52 is connected
to an inflation tube 56 or other device for delivering an
expansion medium to the expandable structure. Pene-
tration is formed in the wall of the aneurysm by conven-
tional thoracoscopic or other techniques. Once the void
is accessed, the cannula may be introduced through the
penetration, and the expandable structure 52 advanced
out a distal end of the cannula. After the expandable
structure is in place, it may be inflated or otherwise ex-
panded through inflation tube 56. After the expandable
structure is fully expanded and/or the void is fully filled,
the inflation member 56 may be detached and the ex-
pandable structure 52 sealed. Optionally, additional ex-
pandable structures may be introduced through the can-
nula until the entire void region is filled.
[0044] While the above is a complete description of the
preferred embodiments of the invention, various alterna-
tives, modifications, and equivalents may be used.
Therefore, the above description should not be taken as
limiting the scope of the invention which is defined by the
appended claims.

Claims

1. A system for treating an aneurysm in a blood vessel,
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said system comprising:

a scaffold (10; 22,24; 26) adapted to be placed
across the aneurysm;
one or more expandable structures (16;
16a,16b,16c; 40; 40a,40b) not attached to the
scaffold, wherein the one or more expandable
structure are adapted to be expanded by filling
a fillable space of each of the one or more ex-
pandable structures with an expansion medium
to at least partly fill an aneurysmal space be-
tween an outside of the scaffold and an inside
surface of the aneurysm; and
a delivery catheter (12) adapted to deliver the
one or more expandable structures to the aneu-
rysmal space between the outside of the scaffold
and the inside surface of the aneurysm, deliver
the expansion medium to the expandable struc-
ture when the one or more expandable struc-
tures is positioned in the aneurysmal space and
detach the one or more expandable structures
after expansion such that the expanded one or
more expandable structures remain within the
aneurysmal space after removal of the catheter
from the blood vessel, wherein the fillable space
of each of the one or more expandable struc-
tures extends only partly about the scaffold.

2. A system as in claim 1, wherein the scaffold (10;
22,24; 26) comprises a stent which may be at least
partially covered to form a graft.

3. A system as in claim 2, wherein the delivery catheter
(12) is adapted to deliver the one or more expandable
structures (16; 16a,16b, 16c; 40; 40a,40b) through
an opening in the stent.

4. A system as in claim 2 or 3, wherein the stent (10;
22,24; 26) is balloon expandable.

5. A system as in claim 2 or 3, wherein the stent (10;
22,24; 26) is self-expanding.

6. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the scaffold (10; 22,24; 26) has a window
for receiving the delivery catheter, the delivery cath-
eter (12) being adapted to deliver each of the one or
more expandable structures (16; 16a,16b,16c; 40;
40a,40b) and associated expansion medium for fill-
ing of the one or more expandable structures through
the window of the scaffold.

7. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the scaffold (10; 22,24; 26) is adapted to
cross an abdominal aortic aneurysm or a thoracic
aortic aneurysm, and may comprise:

a bifurcated stent (26) having a main body

adapted to lie in the aorta and a pair of legs
adapted to enter the iliac arteries, or
a pair of stents (22,24) adapted to be positioned
in parallel in the aorta and to each enter one of
the iliac arteries.

8. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the expandable structure (16; 16a,16b,16c;
40; 40a,40b) comprises an inflatable structure,
which may be at least partly inelastic.

9. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the expandable structure (16; 16a,16b,16c;
40; 40a,40b) comprises an inflatable structure hav-
ing a valve (30) which removably couples to the de-
livery catheter (12), wherein the valve is self-closing
when detached from the delivery catheter.

10. A system as in any one of the preceding claims, com-
prising at least three expandable structures
(16a,16b,16c).

11. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the expandable structure (16b) is adapted
to conform around the scaffold (10; 22,24; 26).

12. A system as in claim 11, wherein the expandable
structure has a channel (32) for receiving the scaffold
(10; 22,24; 26).

13. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the scaffold (10; 22,24; 26), the one or more
expandable structures (16; 16a,16b,16c; 40;
40a,40b) and the delivery catheter (12) are adapted
to deliver the one or more expandable structures
through the scaffold after placement of the scaffold
across the aneurysm.

14. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the delivery catheter (12) is adapted to se-
quentially deliver and expand multiple expandable
structures (16; 16a,16b,16c; 40; 40a,40b) through
the scaffold (10; 22,24; 26) after placement of the
scaffold across the aneurysm.

15. A system as in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein each of the one or more expandable struc-
tures (10; 22, 24; 26) comprises a fillable, conform-
able bag.

Patentansprüche

1. System zum Behandeln eines Aneurysma in einem
Blutgefäß, wobei das genannte System Folgendes
umfasst:

ein Gerüst (10; 22, 24; 26), das zum Platzieren

13 14 
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über das Aneurysma ausgelegt ist;
eine oder mehrere ausdehnbare Strukturen (16;
16a, 16b, 16c; 40; 40a, 40b), die nicht an dem
Gerüst angebracht sind, wobei die ein oder meh-
reren ausdehnbaren Strukturen so ausgelegt
sind, dass sie durch Füllen eines füllbaren
Raums von jeder der ein oder mehreren aus-
dehnbaren Strukturen mit einem Ausdehnungs-
medium ausgedehnt werden können, um einen
aneurysmatischen Raum zwischen einer Au-
ßenseite des Gerüsts und einer Innenfläche des
Aneurysmas wenigstens teilweise zu füllen; und
einen Zuführungskatheter (12), ausgelegt zum
Zuführen der ein oder mehreren ausdehnbaren
Strukturen zu dem aneurysmatischen Raum
zwischen der Außenseite des Gerüsts und der
Innenfläche des Aneurysmas, Zuführen des
Ausdehnungsmediums zu der ausdehnbaren
Struktur, wenn die eine oder mehreren aus-
dehnbaren Strukturen in dem aneurysmati-
schen Raum positioniert sind, und Lösen der ein
oder mehreren ausdehnbaren Strukturen nach
dem Ausdehnen, so dass die ausgedehnten ein
oder mehreren ausdehnbaren Strukturen nach
dem Entfernen des Katheters von dem Blutge-
fäß in dem aneurysmatischen Raum bleiben,
wobei der füllbare Raum von jeder der ein oder
mehreren ausdehnbaren Strukturen nur teilwei-
se um das Gerüst verläuft.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Gerüst (10; 22,
24; 26) einen Stent umfasst, der wenigstens teilwei-
se bedeckt werden kann, um einen Pfropf zu bilden.

3. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei der
2uführungskatheter (12) zum Zuführen der ein oder
mehreren ausdehnbaren Strukturen (16; 16a, 16b,
16c; 40; 40a, 40b) durch eine Öffnung in dem Stent
ausgelegt ist.

4. System nach Anspruch 2 oder 3, wobei der Stent
(10; 22, 24; 26) mit einem Ballon ausdehnbar ist.

5. System nach Anspruch 2 oder 3, wobei der Stent
(10; 22, 24; 26) selbstausdehnend ist.

6. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei das Gerüst (10; 22, 24; 26) ein Fenster zum Auf-
nehmen des Zuführungskatheters hat, wobei der Zu-
führungskatheter (12) zum Zuführen von jeder der
ein oder mehreren ausdehnbaren Strukturen (16;
16a, 16b, 16c; 40; 40a, 40b) und des assoziierten
Ausdehnungsmediums zum Füllen der ein oder
mehreren ausdehnbaren Strukturen durch das
Fenster des Gerüsts ausgelegt ist.

7. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei das Gerüst (10; 22, 24; 26) zum Überqueren ei-

nes abdominalen Aortaaneurysmas oder eines tho-
rakalen Aortaaneurysmas ausgelegt ist und Folgen-
des umfassen kann:

einen gegabelten Stent (26) mit einem Haupt-
körper, der so ausgelegt ist, dass er in der Aorta
liegt, und einem Paar Schenkel, die zum Eintre-
ten in die Beckenarterien ausgelegt sind, oder
ein Paar Stents (22, 24), die zum parallelen Po-
sitionieren in der Aorta und zum Eintreten in je-
weils eine der Beckenarterien ausgelegt sind.

8. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei die ausdehnbare Struktur (16; 16a, 16b, 16c; 40;
40a, 40b) eine aufblasbare Struktur umfasst, die we-
nigstens teilweise unelastisch sein kann.

9. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei die ausdehnbare Struktur (16; 16a, 16b, 16c; 40;
40a, 40b) eine aufblasbare Struktur mit einem Ventil
(30) umfasst, das entfernbar mit dem Zuführungs-
katheter (12) gekoppelt wird, wobei das Ventil selbst-
schließend ist, wenn es vom Zuführungskatheter ab-
gelöst ist.

10. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, das
wenigstens drei ausdehnbare Strukturen (16a, 16b,
16c) umfasst.

11. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei die ausdehnbare Struktur (16b) so ausgelegt ist,
dass sie sich der Form um das Gerüst (10; 22, 24;
26) anpasst.

12. System nach Anspruch 11, wobei die ausdehnbare
Struktur einen Kanal (32) zur Aufnahme des Gerüsts
(10; 22, 24; 26) hat.

13. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei das Gerüst (10; 22, 24; 26), die eine oder meh-
reren ausdehnbaren Strukturen (16; 16a, 16b, 16c;
40; 40a, 40b) und der Zuführungskatheter (12) zum
Zuführen der ein oder mehreren ausdehnbaren
Strukturen durch das Gerüst nach dem Platzieren
des Gerüsts über das Aneurysma ausgelegt sind.

14. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei der Zuführungskatheter (12) zum sequentiellen
Zuführen und Ausdehnen mehrerer ausdehnbarer
Strukturen (16; 16a, 16b, 16c; 40; 40a, 40b) durch
das Gerüst (10; 22, 24; 26) nach dem Platzieren des
Gerüsts über das Aneurysma ausgelegt ist.

15. System nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei jede der ein oder mehreren ausdehnbaren Struk-
turen (10; 22, 24; 26) einen füllbaren, formanpas-
sungsfähigen Beutel umfasst.
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Revendications

1. Système pour le traitement d’un anévrisme dans un
vaisseau sanguin, ledit système comprenant :

un support (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26) conçu pour être
placé sur toute l’étendue de l’anévrisme ;
une ou plusieurs structures expansibles (16 ;
16a, 16b, 16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) non fixées au sup-
port, lesdites une ou plusieurs structures expan-
sibles étant conçues pour être dilatées par rem-
plissage d’un espace remplissable de chacune
desdites une ou plusieurs structures expansi-
bles avec un agent d’expansion pour remplir au
moins en partie un espace anévrismal entre un
extérieur du support et une surface intérieure de
l’anévrisme ; et
un cathéter de mise en place (12) conçu pour
amener lesdites une ou plusieurs structures ex-
pansibles à l’espace anévrismal entre l’extérieur
du support et la surface intérieure de l’anévris-
me, amener l’agent d’expansion à la structure
expansible quand lesdites une ou plusieurs
structures expansibles sont positionnées dans
l’espace anévrismal et détacher lesdites une ou
plusieurs structures expansibles après l’expan-
sion de telle sorte que lesdites une ou plusieurs
structures expansibles dilatées restent à l’inté-
rieur de l’espace anévrismal après le retrait du
cathéter du vaisseau sanguin, l’espace remplis-
sable de chacune desdites une ou plusieurs
structures expansibles s’étendant seulement en
partie autour du support.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le sup-
port (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26) comprend un stent qui peut
être au moins en partie recouvert pour former un
greffon.

3. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le ca-
théter de mise en place (12) est conçu pour amener
lesdites une ou plusieurs structures expansibles
(16 ; 16a, 16b, 16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) en passant par
une ouverture dans le stent.

4. Système selon la revendication 2 ou 3, dans lequel
le stent (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26) est expansible sous l’action
d’un ballon.

5. Système selon la revendication 2 ou 3, dans lequel
le stent (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26) est auto-expansible.

6. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le support (10 ; 22, 24 ;
26) comporte une fenêtre pour recevoir le cathéter
de mise en place, le cathéter de mise en place (12)
étant conçu pour amener chacune desdites une ou
plusieurs structures expansibles (16 ; 16a, 16b,

16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) et l’agent d’expansion associé
pour le remplissage desdites une ou plusieurs struc-
tures expansibles en passant par la fenêtre du sup-
port.

7. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le support (10 ; 22, 24 ;
26) est conçu pour traverser un anévrisme aortique
abdominal ou un anévrisme aortique thoracique, et
peut comprendre :

un stent présentant une bifurcation (26) com-
portant un corps principal conçu pour reposer
dans l’aorte et une paire de branches conçues
pour pénétrer dans les artères iliaques, ou
une paire de stents (22, 24) conçus pour être
positionnés parallèlement dans l’aorte et pour
pénétrer chacun dans une des artères iliaques.

8. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la structure expansible
(16 ; 16a, 16b, 16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) comprend une
structure gonflable, qui peut être au moins en partie
inélastique.

9. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la structure expansible
(16 ; 16a, 16b, 16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) comprend une
structure gonflable comportant une valve (30) qui se
raccorde de façon amovible au cathéter de mise en
place (12), la valve se fermant automatiquement
quand elle est détachée du cathéter de mise en pla-
ce.

10. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant au moins trois structures
expansibles (16a, 16b, 16c).

11. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la structure expansible
(16b) est conçue pour s’adapter au pourtour du sup-
port (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26).

12. Système selon la revendication 11, dans lequel la
structure expansible comporte un canal (32) pour
recevoir le support (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26).

13. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le support (10 ; 22, 24 ;
26), lesdites une ou plusieurs structures expansibles
(16 ; 16a, 16b, 16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) et le cathéter de
mise en place (12) sont conçus pour amener lesdites
une ou plusieurs structures expansibles par l’inter-
médiaire du support après la mise en place du sup-
port sur toute l’étendue de l’anévrisme.

14. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le cathéter de mise en pla-
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ce (12) est conçu pour amener et dilater séquentiel-
lement des multiples structures expansibles (16 ;
16a, 16b, 16c ; 40 ; 40a, 40b) par l’intermédiaire du
support (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26) après la mise en place du
support sur toute l’étendue de l’anévrisme.

15. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel chacune desdites une ou
plusieurs structures expansibles (10 ; 22, 24 ; 26)
comprend une poche remplissable, conformable.
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