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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an operation
device for game machine and a hand-held game ma-
chine. More specifically, the present invention relates to
an operation device for game machine and a hand-held
game machine that permit to operate operating switches
or operation keys placed on a main surface and a side
surface of a housing while the housing is held with both
hands.
[0002] As a related art, there is an operation device for
game machine disclosed in Japanese Utility Model Ap-
plication Laying-open No. 4-42029 [H01H 25/00 21/00].
According to the related art disclosed in Japanese Utility
Model Application Laying-open No. 4-42029, on a main
surface of a horizontally-long housing, a cross key (di-
rection designating operator) and push button switches
(action instructing operator) are arranged, and these op-
eration keys and the operating switches are mainly op-
erated with thumbs of both hands, and additionally, op-
erating switches (action instructing operator) depressa-
ble with the index fingers are formed on an upper side
surface of the housing.
[0003] In Japanese Utility Model Application Laying-
open No. 4-42029, as understood from Figure 4 and Fig-
ure 6 thereof, as to a third operating switch, a pin of a
keytop is formed in the proximity of the fingertip of an
index finger of a player. Therefore, in a case that the
player operates the operating switch with the index finger,
it is impossible to successfully depress the keytops with-
out depressing the end of the keytop nearer to a base of
the finger. Here, it is more difficult to depress the keytop
with force for the base (inside) of the fmger than for the
fingertip, causing less operability.
[0004] US Patent Publication No. 6,153,843 describes
a control-key device. The unit comprises Left and Right
buttons with the longitudinal axis of each one of the but-
tons extending outwardly either side of a centre line of
the control-key device. Also, each Left and Right button
has a pair of shafts arranged with a common rotational
axis aligned parallel to the longitudinal axis of the button.
The shafts are mounted in cut-outs in an inner wall sur-
face of a top case of the device.
[0005] Therefore, it is a primary object of the present
invention to provide a novel operation device for game
machine and hand-held game machine.
[0006] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an operation device for game machine and a hand-
held game machine capable of improving operability of
operating switches.
[0007] The other object of the present invention is to
provide an operation device for game machine and a
hand-held game machine capable of preventing a keytop
of an operating switch from being damaged as little as
possible while improving in operability.
[0008] The invention according to Claim 1 is an oper-
ation device for a game machine, comprising: a housing;
and a pair of operating means placed at symmetrical po-

sitions either side of a center of said housing in a hori-
zontal direction on an upper side surface of said housing,
wherein each of said operating means includes a keytop,
a switch portion, and a pivot portion, the operation device
being characterized by further comprising an elastic body
for elastically pushing said keytop toward a state in which
said switch portion is not actuated, wherein when said
keytop is depressed against the elastic force of said elas-
tic body, said keytop is rotated about said pivot portion
to actuate said switch portion and being characterized
by the switch portion being provided at a first end of the
keytop, the first end being the nearer of the two opposing
ends of the keytop to the center of said housing; and the
pivot portion being provided at a second end of said key-
top opposing said first end and the pivot portion compris-
ing a pin and a bearing with the difference in diameter
between the bearing and the pin being greater in a vertical
direction than in said horizontal direction, such that there
is play between the pin and the bearing in a direction in
which the keytop is depressed.
[0009] In the embodiments, the present invention is
applied to the hand-held game machine (10: reference
numeral designating a portion corresponding in the em-
bodiments). The housing (12) is, for example, a horizon-
tally-long rectangular shape, and provided with a pair of
operating means (32L, 32R: upper side surface operating
means) on the top main surface (20) at symmetrical po-
sitions with respect to the center of the housing in the
horizontal direction, such as at right and left edges. The
operating means (32L) includes the keytop (90L: Figure
13-Figure 15), and at a position corresponding to one
end that becomes an inner end (nearer to the center of
the housing in the horizontal direction) of the keytop
(90L), an acting portion (96L) functioning as a switch por-
tion is formed, and at the other end on the opposite side
to the one end, the pivot portion (92L, 94L) is formed.
Accordingly, the keytop (90L) becomes rotatable around
the pivot portion. The elastic body such as a coil spring
(104L) allows the keytop to be elastically pushed such
that the switch portion is normally not actuated, that is,
the acting portion (96L) does not act on a switch contact
(100L). That is, the keytop is pushed up. Then, when the
keytop is depressed with an index finger against an elas-
tic force of the elastic body, for example, the other end
of the keytop is rotated around the pivot portion to actuate
the switch portion. In the embodiments, the acting portion
(96L) acts on the switch contact (100L).
[0010] According to the invention of Claim 1, in a case
that the operating means is operated with the index finger
of the player, the fingertip is positioned nearer to the one
end of the keytop, and therefore, a slight force with the
fingertip allows an easy rotating operation. Thus, it is pos-
sible to obtain an operation device for game machine or
a hand-held game machine having a good operability.
[0011] In the invention, a pin (92L) constituting the piv-
ot portion is provided on the keytop, and a bearing (94L)
is formed on the housing. The pin is inserted into the
bearing to construct the pivot portion. A diameter of the
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bearing in the horizontal direction is little greater than a
diameter of the pin, and a diameter in a vertical direction
is greater than a diameter in the horizontal direction, and
therefore, a freeplay is formed between the pin of the
keytop and the bearing in a depressing direction of the
keytop. Thus, even if an excessive force is applied to the
keytop in that direction, it is possible to reduce a force
applied to the pin, capable of preventing the keytop from
being damaged.
[0012] The invention according to Claim 2 is an oper-
ation device for game machine according to claim 1,
wherein the elastic body is provided so as to cause the
second end of the keytop to be pushed.
[0013] In the invention according to Claim 2, the elastic
force of the elastic body is more strongly acted on the
pivot portion, and an excessive force applied to the pivot
portion can be also reduced by the elastic body, capable
of effectively preventing the keytop from being damaged.
[0014] The invention according to Claim 3 is an oper-
ation device for game machine according to any one of
claims 1 to 2, and further comprising other operating
means placed at symmetrical positions with respect to
the center of the main surface of the housing.
[0015] In the invention according to Claim 3, other op-
erating means (16; 18a, 18b: front operating means) are
placed on a right and left positions of the top main surface
of the housing (12). When the player operates these front
operating means with thumbs, it is impossible to hold the
housing with the thumbs, making a holding state of the
housing unstable. However, in the invention according
to Claim 3, the switch portion of the upper side surface
operating means is placed at a side of the center, and
the pivot portion thereof is placed at an outer side, and
therefore, while the fingertip of the index finger is put on
the switch portion, the index finger can be securely put
on the keytop of the upper side surface operating means,
and the inner surfaces (balls) or bases of the index fingers
and the palms extending therefrom can be brought into
contact with and fixed with right and left side surfaces of
the housing, the holding state of the housing can be made
stable.
[0016] The invention according to Claim 4 is an oper-
ation device for game machine according to any one of
Claims 1 to 3, and each of right and left side surfaces of
the housing in the vertical direction is 4 to 6 centimeters
in length.
[0017] In the invention according to Claim 4, length of
the left and right side surfaces (52, 48) of the housing
are relatively short in the vertical direction, and therefore,
it is necessary to bring the inner surfaces (balls) or bases
of the index fingers and the palms extending therefrom
into contact with the right and left side surfaces across
the almost entire area in order to securely hold the hous-
ing. However, as the related art, in a case that the pivot
portion of the upper side surface operating means is ar-
ranged nearer to the center, and the switch portion there-
of is arranged at the outer side, the switch portion has to
be depressed with the fingertip of the index finger by

bending the index finger, making it difficult to enlarge
contacting areas to the right and left side surfaces of the
housing. In the invention according to Claim 4, the switch
portion of the upper side surface operating means is ar-
ranged nearer to the center, and the pivot portion is pro-
vided away from the center, and therefore, while putting
the fmgertip of the index finger on the switch portion, the
contacting areas with the right and left side surfaces of
the housing can be enlarged, capable of stably operating
while being made compact.
[0018] The invention according to Claim 5 is an oper-
ation device for game machine according to any one of
Claims 1 to 4, and the second end of the keytop is in the
same plane as the right and left side surfaces of the hous-
ing.
[0019] In the invention according to Claim 5, while the
fingertips of the index fingers is put on the switch portion,
the index fingers can be securely put on the keytops of
the upper side surface operating means, and the inner
surfaces (balls) or bases of the index fingers and the
palms extending therefrom can be brought into contact
with and fixed with the right and left side surfaces of the
housing, realizing a secure holding state of the housing.
This also makes the keytop and the stroke larger, pro-
viding superior operability. Especially, even if the oper-
ation device for game machine is made compact in size,
it is possible to ensure operability.
[0020] The invention according to Claim 6 is an oper-
ation device for game machine according to any one of
Claims 1 to 5, wherein the housing is a rectangular par-
allelepiped, and its front is horizontally long rectangle in
shape.
[0021] In the invention according to Claim 6, the same
advantage as the invention according to Claim 4 or Claim
5 will be expected.
[0022] The invention according to Claim 7 is that the
operating device is adapted to be a hand-held game ma-
chine.
[0023] According to the present invention, in a case
that the operating means is operated with the index finger
of the player, the fingertip is positioned nearer to the one
end of the keytop, and therefore, a slight force of the
fingertip allows an easy rotating operation. Thus, it is pos-
sible to obtain an operation device for game machine and
a hand-held game machine improved in operability.
[0024] The above described objects and other objects,
features, aspects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become more apparent from the following de-
tailed description of the present invention when taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a top surface,
a front surface, and a right side surface of a hand-
held game machine of one embodiment of the
present invention.
Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the top sur-
face, a rear surface, and a left side surface of the
hand-held game machine of the embodiment.
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Figure 3 is an illustrative view showing a state when
viewing the top surface of the hand-held game ma-
chine shown in Figure 1 and shown Figure 2 in plane,
top plane view.
Figure 4 is an illustrative view showing a state when
viewing a cover detachably attached to the hand-
held game machine in the embodiment in plane, top
plane view.
Figure 5 is a perspective view showing a top surface,
a left side surface, and a front surface of the cover
in Figure 4.
Figure 6 is a perspective view showing a bottom sur-
face, a left side surface, and a rear surface of the
cover in Figure 4.
Figure 7 is a top plane view showing a state that the
cover of the hand-held game machine in the embod-
iment is removed.
Figure 8 is an illustrative view showing a state that
an engaging hook provided at one end of the cover
is inserted into an engaging hole provided at one end
of the housing so as to attach the cover.
Figure 9 is an illustrative view showing a state that
by rotating the cover from the state in Figure 8, an
engaging hook provided at an other end of the cover
is engaged with an engaging hole provided at an
other end of the housing.
Figure 10 is an illustrative view showing a state when
the cover is removed from the state in Figure 9.
Figure 11 is an illustrative view showing a state that
an operating switch and an operation key on a top
surface are operated while the hand-held game ma-
chine in the embodiment is held with hands.
Figure 12 is an illustrative view showing a state, dif-
ferent from Figure 10, in that the operating switch
and the operation key on the top surface are oper-
ated while the hand-held game machine in the em-
bodiment is held with the hands.
Figure 13 is an illustrative view showing a released
state of an L (left) switch provided on an upper side
surface of the embodiment.
Figure 14 is an illustrative view showing a depressed
state of the L switch in Figure 13.
Figure 15 is an illustrative view showing a state in
which an object is bumped against a corner of the L
switch in Figure 13.
Figure 16 is a schematic sectional view taken along
with lines XVI-XVI of Figure 7 with an inside omitted.
Figure 17 is an illustrative view showing a state that
a start switch and a select switch are operated in the
embodiment.
Figure 18 is a perspective view showing a modified
example in which positions of the start switch and
the select switch are changed.
Figure 19 is a cross-sectional illustrative view show-
ing structure of the start switch and the select switch
shown in Figure 17 in an enlarged manner.
Figure 20 is a block diagram showing a power-supply
circuit of the embodiment.

Figure 21 is a block diagram showing an LED control
circuit of the embodiment.

[0025] Referring to Figure 1 and Figure 2, a hand-held
game machine 10 of an embodiment of the present in-
vention includes a horizontal-long housing 12 made of a
thin sheet of metal through bending, for example. As one
example, an aspect ratio of the housing 12 is 1:2. It is
noted that it is not limited to the aspect ratio. Then, a
vertical dimension of the housing 12 (right and left sides)
may be 4-6 centimeters as one example and is 5 cen-
timeters in this embodiment. However, the dimensions
are merely examples. On a top surface (top main surface)
of the housing 12, a cover 14 made of a thin sheet of
plastic, for example, is detachably mounted. The cover
14 has a size and shape capable of almost covering over
an entire area of the top main surface of the housing 12.
On the top surface of the housing 12, a cross key 16
functioning as a direction designating operator and an A
button 18a and a B button 18b are respectively provided
on left and right sides thereof such that they come through
and protrude through the cover 14. It is noted that the
cross key 16 or either of the A buttons 18a and the B
button 18b may be omitted.
[0026] The cross key 16 is a digital joystick, and is able
to, by operating any one of four depression portions, des-
ignate a moving direction of a character or object oper-
able by a game player (player character or player object),
and a cursor.
[0027] The A button 18a is formed by a push button
switch, and allows the player character to perform an
arbitrary action, except for instructing or designating the
direction, such as hitting (punching), throwing, holding
(obtaining), riding, jumping, etc. For example, in an action
game, it is possible to apply an instruction of jumping,
punching, moving weapons, etc. In a role-playing game
(RPG) and a simulation RPG, it is possible to apply an
instruction of obtaining an item, selecting and determin-
ing weapon or command, etc. The B button 18b is also
formed by the push button switch, and is utilized for
changing a game mode selected by a select switch 30
described later, canceling an action determined by the A
button 18a, and so forth.
[0028] The cross key 16, and the A button 18a and the
B button 18b, described above, may be called front op-
erating means because the top main surface is a front
side in the game machine 10.
[0029] A shape of the housing 12 when viewed in plane
is a rectangular shape having a predetermined aspect
ratio, but a shape of the top surface has a horizontally-
long pincushion shape as can especially be understood
from Figure 3. Here, the pincushion shape means that
center portions of upper and lower sides of a rectangular
shape are inwardly curved in arc shape. Thus, the top
main surface of the housing 12 is formed in the pincush-
ion shape, so that the cover 14 when viewed from the
plane is also formed in the pincushion shape as shown
in Figure 4.

5 6 



EP 1 727 174 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0030] The housing 12 is rectangle, and the housing
12 has an upper side surface 20 and a lower side surface
22, and also formed with an inclined surface 24 connect-
ing the upper side surface 20 and the top surface, and
an inclined surface 26 connecting the lower side surface
22 and the top surface. The inclined surface 24, as es-
pecially understood from Figure 2, is formed so as to rise
from the upper side surface 20 to the top surface, and
the inclined surface 26 is, as especially understood from
Figure 1, is formed so as to rise from the lower side sur-
face 22 to the top surface. As described above, plane
shapes of the top surface of the housing 12 and the cover
14 each has the pincushion shape, so that the above-
described upper inclined surface 24 has a center portion
24a having a maximum width, and a left portion 24b and
a right portion 24c that narrowly extend from the center
portion 24a to both the right and left sides. Similarly, the
lower inclined surface 26 has a center portion 26a having
a maximum width, and a left portion 26b and a right por-
tion 26c that narrowly extend from the center portion 26a
to both the right and left sides.
[0031] In the hand-held game machine 10 of this em-
bodiment, at the center portion 26a of the lower inclined
surface 26 of the housing 12, a start switch 28 and the
select switch 30 each of which is a push button switch
are provided. The start switch 28 is utilized for starting
(restarting) a game, temporarily stopping (pausing) of the
game, and so forth. The select switch 30 is utilized for a
game mode selection, etc.
[0032] Thus, although the lower inclined surface 26 is
provided with the start switch 28 and the select switch
30 in this embodiment, the upper inclined surface 24 has
no switches, so that by eliminating the upper inclined
surface 24, alteration is made on the upper side of the
housing 12 such that the top main surface and the upper
side surface 20 are directly connected with each other.
It is noted that forming the inclined surfaces 24 and 26
up and down is for reasons of design.
[0033] On the upper side surface 20 of the housing 12,
a left switch 32L and a right switch 32R each having hor-
izontally-long keytop 90L (Figure 13-Figure 15) are pro-
vided. The left switch 32L and the right switch 32R are
constructed by a push button switch, and can be used
as an operation similar to the A button 18a and the B
button 18b, respectively and can also be used as a sub-
sidiary operation of the A button 18a and the B button
18b, respectively. The left switch 32L and the right switch
32R are provided on the upper side surface of the hand-
held game machine 10, and may thus be called an upper
side surface operating means.
[0034] The cover 14 is formed with a horizontally-long
transparent window 34 at approximately the center there-
of, and below the transparent window 34, a display 36
formed of an LCD (liquid crystal display) attached to the
top surface of the housing 12 is placed. Accordingly, the
player can view the game screen (formed by the player
object, non-player objects, background images, etc.) to
be displayed on the display 36 through the transparent

window 34 of the cover 14. It is noted that the display 36
may be replaced with other type of displays not an LCD,
an EL (Electronic Luminescence), etc. for example.
[0035] In the hand-held game machine 10 of this em-
bodiment, a memory cartridge (not illustrated) is utilized
as a program storage medium for game machine, and
for attachment of the game cartridge, a cartridge insertion
slot 38 is formed on the lower side surface 22 of the hous-
ing 12 with a portion thereof being opened or notched.
Then, a cartridge connector not shown is placed at a
recess of the cartridge insertion slot 38, and by connect-
ing the game cartridge to the connector, program data
stored in advance in a semiconductor ROM or RAM, a
flash memory, or the like that is incorporated in the game
cartridge can be developed in a memory of a game com-
puter (not illustrated) having a CPU (MPU) controlling an
overall operation of the hand-held game machine 10 to
execute them. In this case, as well known, the game com-
puter controls an advance of the game dependent on an
operation state of each of the operating means 16, 18a,
18b, 28, 30, 32L, 32R.
[0036] Beside the cartridge insertion slot 38 on the low-
er side surface 22 of the housing 12, a power switch 40
is provided. The power switch 40 which is a slide switch
in this embodiment may be constructed by a push button
switch. On the lower side surface, a headphone connec-
tion terminal 42 is provided at a side opposed with the
power switch 40 sandwiching the cartridge insertion slot
38 therebetween.
[0037] An expansion connector 44 is provided at ap-
proximately the center of the upper side surface 20 of
the housing 12 between the left switch 32L and the right
switch 32R. The expansion connector 44 can be con-
nected with various function expansion elements. For ex-
ample, when a wireless unit (not illustrated) is inserted
into the expansion connector 44, the hand-held game
machine 10 of the embodiment can form a wireless net-
work by use of a feeble radio wave, for example, and can
transmit and receive data between respective game ma-
chines in a wireless manner. Accordingly, it is possible
to play the same game between a large number of game
machines. It is noted that when a connecting cable (not
illustrated) is connected to the expansion connector 44,
it is possible to receive and transmit data through the
connecting cable, and to play a match-up game between
two game machines. Furthermore, by connecting the
hand-held game machine 10 with the use of the connect-
ing cable connected to the expansion connector 44 with
a controller port of another game machine main body
(game console), it is possible to use the hand-held game
machine 10 as a controller of the game machine main
body.
[0038] Sound release holes 46 for releasing a sound
from a speaker 45 (Figure 7) is formed below the B button
18b of the top surface of the housing 12. A volume/back-
light adjustment switch 50 for adjusting an output volume
from the speaker 45 is provided at the right side surface
48 of the housing 12. The volume/backlight adjustment
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switch 50 is used for adjusting light amount of the back-
light when the display 36 is an LCD as well as the volume
of the speaker.
[0039] On the left side surface 52 of the housing 12,
an insertion hole 54 to which an ejector 80 (Figure 10) is
inserted in removing the cover 14.
[0040] Referring to Figure 4-Figure 6, the cover 14 has
a size and a shape so as to cover almost entire area of
the top surface of the housing 12, and has an outline of
a pircussion shape formed by right and left sides 56 and
58 and upper and lower curving sides 60 and 62 accord-
ing to the shape of the top main surface of the housing
12 in this embodiment, and has the above-described
transparent window 34 at the center thereof. For exam-
ple, if an entire portion of the cover 14 is made of trans-
parent resin, and it is colored from the back thereof with
a portion of transparent window 34 remained as it is, it
is possible to easily form the transparent window 34. Also,
changing in color and pattern allows various covers to
be produced.
[0041] At a left side of the transparent window 34 on
the cover 14, a cross-shaped opening 64 for exposing a
keytop of the cross key 16 is formed, and at a right side
of the transparent window 34, circle openings 66a and
66b for exposing keytops of the respective A button 18a
and B button 18b are formed. Below the B button opening
66b, the above-described sound release holes for speak-
er 46 are formed.
[0042] As describing later with referring to Figure 8-
Figure 10, the cover 14, which is detachable to the hous-
ing 12, is provided with the openings 64 and 66 (Figure
4-Figure 6) that are similar to the shapes of the keytops
of the operation key and the operating switch each having
different shapes at left and right portions sandwiching
the transparent window 34 on the cover 14. Therefore,
merely observing the shapes of the openings, it is pos-
sible to easily identify the up and down and right and left
of the cover 14. Even children never turn the cover 14
upside down and confuse right and left of the cover 14
in attaching it to the housing 12.
[0043] At a right edge of a rear surface (bottom surface)
of the cover 14, a pair of engaging hooks 68 for attaching
the cover 14 to the housing 12 is provided, and at a left
edge, a pair of engaging hooks 70 is similarly provided.
Each of the engaging hooks 68, as especially understood
from Figure 6, has a vertical piece 68a vertically extend-
ing from the rear surface of the cover 14 and an engaging
piece 68b bending from a tip end of the vertical piece 68a
and outwardly extending to the right side 58. The tip of
the engaging piece 68b outwardly protrudes from the
right side 58 of the cover 14. Each of the engaging hooks
70, as especially understood from Figure 6, has a vertical
piece 70a extending from the rear surface of the cover
14 and an engaging piece 70b bending from a tip end of
the vertical piece 70a to the upper and lower bending
sides 60 and 62 in the same plane as the vertical piece
70a. Since the engaging piece 70b is in the same plane
as the vertical piece 70a, it never protrudes from the left

side 56 of the cover 14.
[0044] Figure 7 shows a top plane view of the hand-
held game machine 10 with the cover 14 removed. As
understood from Figure 7, the display 36 is provided at
the center of the housing 12 and under the transparent
window 34 of the cover 14. That is, the opening for ar-
ranging the display 36 at a predetermined range, roughly
the entire area in this embodiment, is formed on the front
of the housing 12 (top main surface), and upper and lower
peripheral edges of the opening are curved to become
the highest at the center in the horizontal direction viewed
from the upper and lower sides and gradually become
lower toward ends of the right and left sides according
to the above-described upper and lower bending sides
60 and 62. At the center of an inside the opening, the
display 36 is placed at a position lower than the upper
and lower peripheral edges when viewed from the upper
and lower sides. Then, as sandwiching the opening, that
is, the display 36, on the top surface of the housing 12,
the cross key 16, and the A button 18a and B button 18b
are respectively provided on the left side and on the right
side. These operating means are provided such that the
keytops thereof become higher positions than the upper
and lower peripheral edges of the opening when viewed
from the upper and lower sides. The keytops of the op-
erating means are exposed to the top surface of the cover
14 through the opening 64, the openings 66a and 66b of
the cover 14. Then, the speaker 45 is provided at a po-
sition beneath the sound release holes 46 of the cover 14.
[0045] A pair of engaging holes 72 are formed at po-
sitions sandwiching the A button 18a at a right end portion
of the top surface of the housing 12. A position of each
of the engaging holes 72 corresponds to the position of
each of the engaging hooks 68 of the cover 14. That is,
the pair of engaging holes 72 is for engaging with the pair
of engaging hooks 68. An engaging piece 72a is formed
on an inner edge of the engaging hole 72 at an outer side
of the housing 12.
[0046] A pair of engaging holes 74 are formed at po-
sitions sandwiching the cross key 16 at the left end por-
tion of the top surface of the housing 12. A position of
each of the engaging holes 74 corresponds to the each
of the position of the engaging hooks 70 of the cover 14.
That is, the pair of engaging holes 74 is for engaging a
pair of engaging hooks 70. As especially understood from
Figure 8 and Figure 9, an engaging piece 76 is provided
under the engaging hole 74. The engaging piece 76 en-
gages with the engaging piece 70b of the engaging hooks
70 of the cover 14 shown in Figure 5 and Figure 6 in a
manner shown in Figure 9 to prevent the engaging hook
70 from being disengaged from the engaging hole 74.
[0047] On the other hand, the engaging piece 76 is
formed integral with a depressed portion 78 (Figure 9
and Figure 10). By inserting the ejector 80 through the
insertion hole 54 formed on the left side surface 52 of the
housing 12, it is possible to depress the depressed por-
tion 78. When the depressed portion 78 is depressed by
the ejector 80, the engaging piece 76 integrally formed

9 10 



EP 1 727 174 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

therewith is also depressed to be inclined inwardly as
shown in Figure 10. Accordingly, engagement of the en-
gaging piece 70b and the engaging piece 76 is released.
[0048] In order to attach the cover 14 to the hand-held
game machine 10, that is, to the housing 12, the engaging
piece 68b of the engaging hook 68 is inserted into the
engaging hole 72 in a state that the cover 14 is raised as
shown in Figure 8. The cover 14 is tilted as shown by the
arrow in Figure 8 in that state, and the engaging piece
70b of the engaging hook 70 of the cover 14 is inserted
into the engaging hole 74. Then, the engaging piece 76
is engaged with the engaging piece 70b. Accordingly,
the cover 14 is held by the engagement between the
engaging hook 68 and the engaging hole 72 at one end,
and by the engagement between the engaging hook 70
and the engaging hole 74 at the other end.
[0049] In order to remove the cover 14, as shown in
Figure 10, the ejector 80 is inserted into the insrtion hole
54 on the left side surface 52 of the housing 12. Then,
the ejector 80 tilts the depressed portion 78, i.e., the en-
gaging piece 76 to disengage the engaging piece 70b
from the engaging piece 76. When the cover 14 is picked
up in that state so as to be raised as shown in Figure 8,
the engaging hook 68 is disengaged from the engaging
hole 72, capable of removing the cover 14.
[0050] In the hand-held game machine 10 of this em-
bodiment, there is provided with the cover 14 above the
display 36 such as an LCD, for example, so that it is
possible to more effectively protect the display 36 than
a game machine with a directly exposed display 36. The
top main surface of the housing 12 has a center slightly
curved so as to be raised toward the top main surface
than the right and left side edges as shown in Figure 1,
Figure 2 and further Figure 8-Figure 10 (in these Figures,
a dotted line indicates a curved state and a position of
the housing 12), and the cover 14 is also curved accord-
ingly, so that it is possible for the cover 14 to easily dis-
perse a received force from the center being the most
raised portion to the right and left sides directions. There-
fore, even if an excessive force is applied to the cover
14 during a game play is usually performed with the use
of the hand-held game machine 10, or if the hand-held
game machine 10 is dropped or bumped against object,
a force or shock at that time is not directly transmitted to
the display 36, but dispersed by or absorbed into the
cover 14 once to be transmitted to the display 36, thus
capable of protecting the display without excessive load
on the display 36. Since a space is formed between the
cover 14 and the display 36 as understood from Figure
9, for example, a protective effect of the display 36 by
such the cover 14 is remarkable.
[0051] It is noted that if a degree of curve (illustrated
by the dotted line) on the top main surface of the housing
12 and a degree of curve of the cover 14 are little differ-
ence from each other, one may be larger than or smaller
than the other.
[0052] For example, when the former is larger the latter
in the degree of curve, that is, when a curvature of the

cover 14 is less than that of the housing 12, the engaging
hooks 68 and 70 are inserted into the engaging holes 72
and 74 by applying a bending force to the cover 14 at a
time of attachment of the cover 14. In this case, after
attachment of the cover 14, the cover 14 intends to re-
store to an original state with small curvature, and the
engaging hooks 68 and 70 are deformed in an outwardly
extending direction, and therefore, the engaging hooks
68 and 70 are leaned against the inner peripheral edge
of the engaging holes 72 and 74 at the outer sides of the
housing. This advantageously prevents the engaging
hooks 68 and 70 from being disengaged from the engag-
ing holes 72 and 74, respectively.
[0053] In this manner, the cover 14 not through bend-
ing and thus in a plane state my be used, although this
depends on a flexibility to what extent the cover with-
stands the bending strength.
[0054] In addition, although there is a clearance
(space) between the cover 14 and the display 36 in this
embodiment, the top main surface of the housing 12 and
the rear surface of the cover 14 are intimately contacted
with each other as understood from Figure 9, for example,
it is possible ensure an enough amount of upward pro-
trusion of the keytops of the cross key 16 and the A button
18a and the B button 18b from the cover 14. That is,
supposing that a space is ensured between the top main
surface of the housing 12 and the rear surface of the
cover 14 over an entire area in order to form a clearance
(space) between the cover 14 and the display 36, the
protrusion amount of the keytops of the cross key 16 and
the A button 18a and B button 18b from the cover 14 is
accordingly decreased, causing a necessity to change
the height of the keytop itself and being a factor of high
costs. However, there is no spaces between the cover
14 and the housing 12 at the area where the operation
key and the operating switches are provided, it is possible
to ensure a protrusion amount without changing the
heights of the keytops.
[0055] Additionally, if an antireflection process is ap-
plied to the transparent window 34 of the cover 14, it is
possible to further improve visibility (legible or easy to
view) of the display 36 provided under it.
[0056] In a case of playing a game on the hand-held
game machine 10 in the embodiment, the player, as
shown in Figure 10 and Figure 11, presses palms LHp
and RHp of a left hand LH and a right hand RH against
the game machine 10, that is, the lower right and left
corners 82 and 84 (Figure 3) of the housing 12 such that
the right side surface 48 of the housing 12 is matched
with the palm RHp of the right hand RH, and the left side
surface 52 of the housing 12 is matched with the palm
Hp of the left hand LH. In this state, an index finger RHi
of the right hand RH is set so as to position its second
joint at the upper right corner 86 of the housing 12 (Figure
3), and to reach its tip to the right switch 32R. Similarly,
an index finger LHi of the left hand LH is set so as to
position its second joint at the upper left corner 88 of the
housing 12, and to reach its tip to the left switch 32L.
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[0057] A thumb RHt of the right hand RH is for mainly
operating the A button 18a or the B button 18b, and a
thumb LHt of the left hand LH is for operating the cross
key 16. Figure 11 shows a state in which the B button
18b is depressed by the thumb RHt of the right hand RH,
and the right direction designating portion of the cross
key 16 is depressed by the thumb LHt of the left hand
LH. A state shown by Figure 12 is a state in which the A
button 18a is depressed by the thumb RHt of the right
hand RH, and the left direction designating portion of the
cross key 16 is depressed with the thumb LHt of the left
hand LH. An operation state of Figure 11 is a state that
both of the thumbs RHt and LHt are set at the innermost
positions, and an operation state of Figure 12 is a state
where both of the thumbs RHt and LHt are set at the
outermost positions. In either states, the game machine
10 in the embodiment is fairly compact, and therefore,
unless the left and right side surfaces 48 and 52 of the
game machine 10 are tightly supported by the right and
left palms RHp and Lhp and the index fingers RHi and
LHi of the player, the game machine 10 totterily moves.
That is, it is necessary to put the left and right palms LHp
and RHp with the left and right side surfaces 48 and 52
of the game machine 10. In this state, it is the fingertips
of the index fmgers RHi and LHi that can be relatively
freely moved. Therefore, if the right switch 32R and the
left switch 32L are arranged so as to be operated with
inner surfaces (balls) or bases ofthe index fingers like
conventional game machines, less operability occurs.
[0058] Therefore, in the hand-held game machine 10
of the embodiment, the left switch 32L (and right switch
32R) functioning as an operating means (upper side sur-
face operating means) or the first operating means is
modified as shown in Figure 13 and Figure 14 to enable
an operation with the fmgertip of the index finger LHi (and
RHi). In addition, although Figure 13 and Figure 14 indi-
cate only the left switch 32L, it is pointed out in advance
that the right switch 32R is also constructed similarly
(symmetrical).
[0059] Referring to Figure 13, the left switch 32L has
a horizontally-long keytop 90L, and one end (nearer the
center of the housing 12 in the horizontal direction) of the
keytop 90L becomes a free end, and at an other end
opposed thereto is provided a pin 92L. The pin 92L is
inserted into a bearing 94L formed on the upper left cor-
ner 88 of the housing 12. The bearing 94L takes a form
of a vertically-long hole, and therefore, the pin 92L is
loosely inserted into the bearing 94L. On the one end of
the keytop 90L, an acting portion 96L is formed. Within
the housing 12, a switch substrate 98 is housed, and the
switch substrate 98 is provided with a switch contact 100L
at a position corresponding to the above-described acting
portion 96L. The acting portion 96L and the switch contact
100L function as a switch portion. Additionally, on the
switch substrate 98, or separately from the switch sub-
strate 98, a support base 102L is fixedly provided. The
support base 102L is mounted with a coil spring 104L at
one end thereof The other end of the coil spring 104L is

abutted against or secured to a lower end surface of the
keytop 90L nearer to the outside. This causes an elastic
force normally pushing the keytop 90L up in an arrow A
direction between the support base 102L and the keytop
90L. This is a state where the left switch 32L is released.
[0060] It is noted that an elastic body properly elasti-
cally pushing the keytop 90L such as leaf spring, rubber,
or the like can be used in place of or in combination with
the coil spring 104L in the embodiment.
[0061] It is noted that the switch substrate 98 may be
shared with a circuit board 108 (Figure 16) described
later.
[0062] As shown in Figure 11 and Figure 12, when the
one end, that is, the free end of the keytop 90L is de-
pressed by the fmgertip of the index fmger LHi of the left
hand, a force in an arrow B direction shown in Figure 14
is applied at this position. When the keytop 90L receives
the force, the keytop 90L is pushed down against the
elastic force of the coil spring 104L. Accordingly, the act-
ing portion 96L which is formed on a lower surface of a
tip end of the keytop is brought into contact to the contact
100L. Thus, the contact 100L, that is, the left switch 32L
is turned on.
[0063] Here, a reason why the bearing 94L into which
the pin 92L of the keytop 90L is inserted is made in a
vertically-long hole will be made.
[0064] The game machine 10 may be dropped due to
a hand-held game machine. At this time, a corner of the
hand-held game machine 10, that is, the housing 12 may
be bumped against a floor. In the conventional structure,
the left switch and the right switch are formed at the cor-
ners of the game machine such that its acting portions
are operated by inner surfaces (balls) of the index fingers,
and the acting portions are normally raised and held by
elasticity of the springs. Therefore, assuming that the
hand-held game machine is dropped on the floor to bump
its corner against the floor surface, a shock is absorbed
by the spring, eliminating a possibility of fracture of these
right and left switches by the shock.
[0065] However, in the hand-held game machine 10
of the embodiment, as described above, as to the left
switch 32L, as with a case of the right switch 32R, the
pin 92L of the keytop 90L is placed at the outer (comer)
of the housing 12 of the hand-held game machine 10
contrary to the related art in order to enable an operation
of the fingertip of the index finger. Therefore, in a case
that the hand-held game machine 10 is dropped, or in a
case that the hand-held game machine 10 is brought into
contact to another object 106, a base end side of the
keytop 90L directly receives a shock. Accordingly, if the
bearing 94L has a little clearance with the pin 92L, the
above-described shock is directly transmitted to the pin
92L, having a probability of fracture of the pin 92L.
[0066] Therefore, in this embodiment, the bearing 94L
into which the pin 92L passes takes a shape of a verti-
cally-long hole. More specifically, the bearing 94L is a
long hole with a short diameter and a long diameter. The
short diameter is made slightly larger than a diameter of

13 14 



EP 1 727 174 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the pin 92L because of being in need of insertion of the
pin 92L, and the long diameter is made larger than the
short diameter. Then, as illustrated, the bearing 94L is
placed such that the long diameter is along a depressing
direction of the keytop 90L (arrow B direction). Thus, as
shown in Figure 14, even if another object 106 bumps
against the corner of the game machine 10, the base end
portion of the keytop 90L, that is, the pin 92L moves to
the long diameter direction in the bearing 94L. If a
traveling length, that is, a length of the long diameter of
the bearing 94L is designed such that an upper end sur-
face of the keytop 90L is made inside an outline (outer
line) of the housing 12 when the base end of the keytop
90L is full-depressed, even if the object 106 is bumped,
the keytop 90L is merely full-depressed, there is no pos-
sibility that a shock is directly conveyed to the keytop
90L. That is, the shock to the keytop 90L from an outside
is absorbed by the movement of the pin 92L whithin the
bearing 94L, eliminating damage of the left switch 32L
due to the drop of the game machine 10, bump of the
object 106 against the corner.
[0067] In addition, in this embodiment, an elastic body
such as the coil spring 104L is used to elastically push
the keytop 90L toward a state that the switch portion is
not normally or usually acted, and the elastic body is
placed not on the one end of the keytop 90L (nearer to
the center of the housing in the horizontal direction) but
on the other end (nearer to side surface of the housing),
and therefore, the elastic body acts as reducing the shock
applied to the pin 92L of the keytop 90L. Therefore, it is
possible to effectively prevent the keytop 90L, that is, the
left switch 32L from being damaged combined with shock
absorbency by the vertically-long shape bearing 94L.
[0068] It is noted that the above-described traveling
amount is needed to be, at least, the same to a protrusion
amount of the keytop 90L from the outline of the housing
12 in a released state or a normal state shown by a dotted
line in Figure 14, but it is preferable that the traveling
amount is set to be little larger than the protrusion
amount. Thus, even if the game machine 10 is dropped
to make the keytop 90L full-depressed, the keytop 90L
is completely retracted from the outline of the housing
12, eliminating a possibility of being damaged by a strong
shock from the outside, and capable of preventing the
left switch 32L from being damaged.
[0069] Additionally, in the embodiment, the left switch
32L made as a so-called outer axis switch that the pin
92L is not set at a position nearer to the center of the
housing 12 in the horizontal direction, but at a position
nearer to the left side surface 52 of the housing 12. On
the contrary thereto, conventional same kind of switch is
so-called inner axis switch having a pin at the inner side
of the housing. In a case of an inner axis switch, each of
the bearings has to be formed at a position of the pin,
requiring to cut away a large area of the circuit board at
the position. When two notches are formed at an upper
side of the circuit board, continuity of a board surface is
interrupted. Accordingly, a degree of freedom of arrang-

ing parts or component on the circuit board is restricted,
being hard to realize high density and high integration.
On the contrary thereto, if the outer axis switch, as this
embodiment is adopted, the bearings for the pins are
simply provided at right and left edges, and eliminates
the circuit board only at the positions, and therefore, dis-
continuity of the board surface of the circuit board never
occurs in comparison with the related art of the middle
of the circuit board being cut away. Thus, in the hand-
held game machine 10 of the embodiment utilizing the
outer axis switch, there are advantages of securing de-
gree of freedom of arranging parts or components on the
circuit board, and of providing further high density and
high integration.
[0070] Furthermore, in this embodiment, a height of
the keytop 90L at the other end (pin 92L side) is, as un-
derstood from Figure 3 and Figure 13-15, in appropriately
the same as the upper edge of the right and left side
surface 52, 54 (Figure 3) of the housing 12 (same plane).
Thus, the index fingers can be stably put on the keytop
90L while the fingertips of the index fingers put on the
switch portion (acting portion 96L), and the right and left
side surfaces 52 and 48 of the housing can be secured
by bringing the base of the index fmgers LHi, RHi and
the palms LHp, RHp extending therefrom into contact
thereto, realizing secure and stable holding state of the
housing 12. The keytop 90L and the stroke thereof can
be made larger, providing superior operability. Especial-
ly, even if the hand-held game machine is made compact
in size, it is possible to ensure operability of the left and
right switches 32L and 32R.
[0071] It is noted that although the pin 92L may be
formed on the keytop 90L, and the bearing 94L may be
formed on the housing 12 in the embodiment, the pin 92L
may be formed on the housing 12 and the bearing 94
may be formed on the keytop 90L on the contrary thereto.
[0072] As described above, in the hand-held game ma-
chine 10 in the embodiment, operations except for with
the right and left switches 32L, 32R are carried out by
the thumbs RHt and LHt being relatively freely movable.
On the other hand, the left and right sides 48 and 52 of
the game machine 10 are required to be tightly held with
the palms LHp and RHp of the left and right hands as
described above in order to stably hold the hand-held
game machine 10. Therefore, ranges that the thumbs
RHt and LHt reach become relatively narrower. That is,
if the palms may be away from the side surfaces of the
hand-held game machine, it is possible to operate the
operation keys and switches at a relatively distant place
with the thumbs RHt and LHt. However, if the palms are
released from the side surfaces of the hand-held game
machine, the hand-held game machine 10 is liable to
become unstable, and therefore, when operating each
of the operation keys and the operating switches, it be-
comes difficult to make the palms away from the side
surfaces of the hand-held game machine. This results in
making the reachable ranges of the thumbs RHt and LHt
narrower.
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[0073] Therefore, in the hand-held game machine 10
of the embodiment, the start switch 28 to be operated
with the left hand thumb LHt and the select switch 30 to
be operated with the right hand thumb RHt are placed
on a front side inclined surface 26 of the housing 12 so
as to be arranged within the reachable ranges of the
thumbs RHt and LHt.
[0074] Such the start switch 28 and the select switch
30 can be provided on the lower side surface 22 (Figure
1, Figure 3) of the housing 12. However, such the ar-
rangement is likely to cause a probability of being hard
to depress the start switch 28 and the select switch 30
due to the above-described reachable ranges of the
thumbs. This is noticeable in children.
[0075] Alternatively, the start switch 28 and the select
switch 30 may be placed on the top surface of the housing
12. However, as described above, the hand-held game
machine 10 in the embodiment is compact, so that when
requirements of providing the display 36 on the top sur-
face of the housing 12 and making the display 36 as large
as possible are taken into account, it is unrealistic to pro-
vide the start switch 28 and the select switch 30 on the
top surface of the housing 12.
[0076] Therefore, in this embodiment, as shown in Fig-
ure 1-Figure 3 and Figure 16, the two switches, that is,
the start switch 28 and the select switch 30 are provided
on the lower inclined surface 26 connecting the lower
side surface 22 and the top surface of the housing 12.
Thus, as shown in Figure 17, even when the housing 12
is held with the palm RHp and LHp along the side surfaces
48 and 52 of the housing 12 while the index fingers RHi
and LHi are put on the operating means or the first op-
erating means (right switch 32R and left switch 32L), the
thumbs RHt and LHt respectively reach the select switch
30 and the start switch 28, making it easy to operate
them. Also, the top main surface of the housing 12 is
provided with the second operating means (cross key
16, A button 18a, B button 18b) to be operated with the
thumbs RHt and LHt, so that when the start switch 28
and the select switch 30, that is, the third operating means
is operated following the operation of the second oper-
ating means, the third operating means can be operated
more easily than a case where the third operating means
is placed on the lower side surface22. It is noted that the
select switch 30 and the start switch 28 are formed on
the inclined surface 26, and may be called an inclined
surface operating means.
[0077] Furthermore, when the start switch 28 and the
select switch 30 are placed on the lower inclined surface
26, at a time of being operated with the thumb as shown
in Figure 17, an oblique depressing force is applied to
the keytops of the start switch 28 and the select switch
30. Accordingly, the depressing force never shakes the
housing 12, and when the start switch 28 and the select
switch 30 are depressed, so-called unintentionally vibra-
tion never occurs. In the hand-held game machine 10 in
the embodiment, a depressing force to the keytop by the
third operating means is directed to roughly the center

of the game machine 10 in comparison with a case that
such the depressing type third operating means (start
switch 28 and select switch 30) is provided at the lower
part of the front (top main surface of the housing 12), and
it is depressed to the direction vertical to the surface, and
therefore, when the third operating means is operated,
a grasped state of the game machine 10 hardly become
unstable.
[0078] In addition, if the start switch 28 and the select
switch 30, that is, the third operating means are thus pro-
vided at the lower inclined surface 26, these keytops are
viewable from the top main surface direction of the hand-
held game machine 10, that is, the front, it is easy to
operate the third operating means in comparison with a
case that the third operating means is provided on the
lower side surface 22. That is, by placing the third oper-
ating means on the inclined surface 26 between the top
main surface and the lower side surface, operability of
the first operating means, the second operating means,
and the third operating means will never be compro-
mised.
[0079] It is noted that in this embodiment, the start
switch 28 and the select switch 30 are placed on the
center portion 26a (Figure 1) on the lower inclined surface
26 as a unity (so as to be adjacent with each other). A
reason is that the inclined surface 26 has the largest width
at the center portion 26a. That is, while securing the ar-
rangement space of the third operating means (start
switch 28 and select switch 30), areas of the right and
left side surfaces of the housing 12 are ensured, and
therefore, it is possible to ensure larger contacted areas
between the both hands RH and LH and the housing
when holding the housing 12, making it easy to hold the
housing.
[0080] It is noted that the start switch 28 and the select
switch 30 may be placed away from each other at the left
portion 26b and right portion26c deviated from the center
portion 26a as shown in Figure 18. This causes the
thumbs LHt and RHt of the left and right hands to respec-
tively close to the start switch 28 and the select switch
30, making it easy to operate even for children.
[0081] As described above, the top surface of the
housing 12 and the cover 14 take the shape of pincushion
to consequently allow the start switch 28 and select
switch 30 to be provided on the lower inclined surface 26
as described above, which offers the following advan-
tage.
[0082] As described above, since the cover 14 is put
over the housing 12 almost entirely, the cover 14 requires
to be provided with the apertures or openings 64, 66, 66b
(Figure 3-Figure 6) for the operation key 16 and the op-
eration buttons 18a, 18b. On the other hand, forming the
apertures on the cover 14 results in reduction in strength
of the cover 14. Assuming that the start switch 28 and
the select switch 30 are placed on the top main surface
of the housing 12, the apertures or openings for the start
switch 28 and the select switch 30 are also to be formed
on the cover 14, resulting in a risk of further reduction in
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strength of the cover 14. That is, when the housing 12 is
constructed to be covered with the cover 14 like this em-
bodiment, it is necessary to provide the apertures or
openings on the cover 14 the same number as the op-
erating switches (keys) arranged on the main surface of
the housing 12 to be covered with the cover 14. However,
in this embodiment, the start switch 28 and the select
switch 30 are formed on the lower inclined surface 26,
so that this eliminates a need for apertures or openings
except for the apertures 64, 66, 66b on the cover 14. That
is, apertures or openings less than the operating switches
(keys) are merely provided, and therefore, it is possible
to ensure the strength of the cover 14 at a certain level.
[0083] Figure 19 is a cross-sectional view showing
structure of a part of the start switch 28 and the select
switch 30 in the embodiment shown in Figure 1 and Fig-
ure 17. As shown in Figure 16, inside the housing 12, a
holder 110 made of plastic, for example, is located for
holding the display 36 and the circuit board 108 below
the same together. Although not shown, on the circuit
board 108 provided are a game computer and other nec-
essary circuit components for executing a game process
according to a game program in a cartridge (not illustrat-
ed) in response to an operation signal from the operating
means (cross key 16, A button 18a, B button 18b, right
switch 32R and left switch 32L).
[0084] Then, a part of the holder 110 is arranged as
being extended to the lower inclined surface 26 of the
housing 12. Each of the inclined surface 26 and the holder
110 has horizontally-long throughholes 112a, 114a and
112b, 114b at the center portion 26a (Figure 1) of the
inclined surface 26 adjacent to each other in the horizon-
tal direction of the hand-held game machine 10. The
shape and size of these throughholes 112a, 114a and
112b, 114b are designed according to shapes and sizes
of the start switch 28 and the select switch 30 (of the
keytop). Thus, each of the keytops of the start switch 28
and the select switch 30 is exposed from the inclined
surface 26 of the housing 12 through the throughholes
112a, 114a and 112b, 114b as shown in Figure 19.
[0085] It is noted that each of the keytops of the start
switch 28 and the select switch 30 is required to emit light
of light-emitting diodes described later from a top surface
thereof, so that at least a part of it is formed as a light
transmission part. In the embodiment, each of the key-
tops of the start switch 28 and the select switch 30 is
entirely made from milky white plastic, and therefore, en-
abling them to emit light from anywhere.
[0086] It is noted that each of the keytops of the start
switch 28 and the select switch 30 is provided with stop-
pers 28a and 30a in a shape of a flange around it at the
lower part, and therefore, each of the keytops is never
disengaged from the transparent holes 112a, 114a and
112b, 114b.
[0087] Referring to Figure 19, on the lower surfaces of
the key top of the start switch 28 and the select switch
30, acting portions 28b and 30b are formed, respectively.
In addition, each of the parts of the flange shaped stop-

pers 28a and 30a of the keytops of the start switch 28
and select switch 30 extend in the opposite direction with
each other to form leaf spring portions 28c and 30c. Each
of free ends of the leaf spring portions 28c and 30c is
secured on a supporting member116 provided under the
holder 110. The supporting member116 is also used as
a supporting member to support a switch board 118 at a
position beneath each of the keytops. It is noted that the
switch board 118 and the leaf spring portions 28c and
30c may employ different supporting members from each
other.
[0088] Switch contacts 120 and 122 are provided at
positions corresponding to the acting portions 28b and
30b on the top surface of the switch board 118 opposing
to the lower surfaces of the keytops of the start switch
28 and the select switch 30. The keytops of each of the
switches 28 and 30 is normally pushed by the action of
the leaf spring portions 28c and 30c in the direction shown
by the arrow C in Figure 19, and when the keytops are
depressed with the thumbs as shown Figure 17, the key-
tops are lowered against the elastic force of the leaf
spring portions 28c and 30c to contact the acting portions
28b and 30b with the switch contacts 120 and 122.
[0089] In this embodiment, more characteristically, on
the top surface ofthe switch board 118, two light-emitting
diodes 124R, 124B and 126R, 126B are provided below
the keytops of the start switch 28 and the select switch
30, respectively. Both of the light-emitting diodes 124R
and 126R are red light-emitting diodes, and both of the
light-emitting diodes124B and 126B are blue light-emit-
ting diodes. These light-emitting diodes 124R, 124B and
126R, 126B are turned on below the keytops of the start
switch 28 and the select switch 30 to display reduction
of the remaining amount and a charged state of the bat-
tery, etc.
[0090] More specifically, Figure 20 is a power-supply
circuit of the hand-held game machine 10 in the embod-
iment, and Figure 21 is a driving circuit of the light-emit-
ting diodes 124R, 124B and 126R, 126B. The light-emit-
ting diodes 124R, 124B and 126R, 126B are turned on
or off by the driving circuits.
[0091] The power supply of the hand-held game ma-
chine is supplied by a secondary battery 128 such as
lithium-ion, for example, shown in Figure 20. The battery
128 is connected to a battery connector 130, and from
the connector 130, a power is applied to a power supply
IC 134 through a fuse132 and a power switch 40. The
power supply IC receives a direct-current voltage from
the battery 128, or a direct-current voltage from a charg-
ing circuit 136 to generate and output powers required
for respective parts of the hand-held game machine. It
is noted that the direct-current voltage from an AC adapt-
er (not illustrated) is input to the charging circuit 136, and
the charging circuit 136 charges the battery 128 by a
direct-current while the direct-current voltage is regulated
adjusted through the connector 130. The output of the
charging circuit 136 is also applied to the power switch
40, and therefore, the hand-held game machine can be
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driven by the output from the battery 128 or the output
from the charging circuit 136 as described above. A rating
of the battery 128 is 3.7-3.8 volts, and a voltage (Vcc) to
be input to the power supply IC 134 is in the order of 3.6
volts.
[0092] The output of the battery 128 and the output of
the charging circuit 136 are also input to a voltage de-
tection input of the power supply IC 134 via a high resist-
ance 138. The power supply IC 134 can detect a remain-
ing amount of the battery 128 and covers and shorts of
the output voltage of the charging circuit 136 by detecting
the voltage applied to the voltage detection input. For
example, the power supply IC 134, by detecting the volt-
age of the charging circuit 136 in charging the battery
128, performs a feedback control on a charging current
from the charging circuit 136 to the battery 128.
[0093] The power supply IC 134 outputs a remaining
amount signal LOWBAT indicative of "1" for a enough
amount of the remaining amount, and "0" for reduction
in the remaining amount depending on the remaining
amount of the battery 128 thus detected, and outputs an
LED control signal LED indicative of"1" when or at a tim-
ing the light-emitting diodes124R, 124B and 126R, 126B
are to be turned on, and "0" when they are to be turned
off. It is noted that the signal LED is shifted to "0" when
the battery 128 is full-charged.
[0094] The remaining amount signal LOWBAT and the
LED control signal LED are applied to an LED driving
circuit in Figure 21. That is, the remaining amount signal
LOWBAT is input to an LED control IC 140, and the LED
control IC 140 outputs a signal LEDR indicating whether
the red light-emitting diodes 124R and 126R are to be
driven or turned off depending on the remaining amount
signal LOWBAT. The signal LEDR is output as "1" when
the red LEDs are to be driven and as "0" when the the
red LEDs are to be turned off. The LED control IC 140
further outputs a signal LEDB indicating whether the blue
light-emitting diodes 124B and 126B are to be driven or
turned off depending on the remaining amount signal
LOWBAT. The signal LEDB is output as "1" when the
blue LEDs are to be driven and output as "0" when they
are to be turned off.
[0095] A driving circuit 142 receives the signals LEDR
and LEDB, and the previous LED control signal LED. The
LED control signal LED is repeatedly turned on and off
for a constant time period (three seconds, for example)
when the power switch 40 of the hand-held game ma-
chine 10 is turned on, that is, at a time of start-up so as
to be blinked. Accordingly, at start-up, the red light-emit-
ting diodes 124R and 126R or the blue light-emitting di-
odes 124B and 126B blink (start illumination) for a con-
stant time period. It is noted that which is blinked, the red
light-emitting diodes 124R and 126R and the blue light-
emitting diodes 124B and 126B at start-up depends on
the remaining amount of the battery. That is, if the re-
maining amount of the battery is enough at start-up, the
LED control IC outputs the signal LEDR as "0" and the
signal LEDB as "1" according to "1" of the signal LOW-

BAT. In response thereto, the driving circuit 142 blinks
the blue light-emitting diodes 124B and 126B according
to the signal LED repeating the turn-on and turn-off and
the signal LEDB of "1".
[0096] Except for the start-up, the LED control signal
LED is continuously turned on. Then, when there is an
enough amount of the battery and during the game, the
LED control IC 140 outputs both of driving signals LEDR
and LEDB as "0" responsive to "1" of the remaining
amount signal LOWBAT. Accordingly, when there is an
enough amount of the battery and during the game, both
of the red light-emitting diodes 124R and 126R and the
blue light-emitting diodes 124B and 126B are turned off.
[0097] It is noted that when the remaining amount of
the battery is reduced during the game, the remaining
amount signal LOWBAT becomes "0", and the LED con-
trol IC 140 outputs the driving signal LEDR as "1", and
the driving signal LEDB "0" responsive to "0" of the re-
maining amount signal LOWBAT. Accordingly, when the
remaining amount of the battery is in short during the
game, both the blue light-emitting diodes 124B and 126B
are turned off, and only the red light-emitting diodes 124R
and 126R are continuously turned on.
[0098] In addition, during charge of the battery 128,
the remaining amount signal LOWBAT is "0" at a start of
charging, and therefore, only the driving signal LEDR is
output as "1" from the LED control IC 140. Thus, only the
red light-emitting diodes 124R and 126R are continuous-
ly turned on. Then, when the battery 128 is charged to a
certain extent, the remaining amount signal LOWBAT
becomes "1", and the LED control IC 140 only outputs
the driving signal LEDB as "1". Accordingly, after the bat-
tery 128 is charged to a certain extent from the start of
charging, only the blue light-emitting diodes 124B and
126B are turned on.
[0099] Then, when the battery 128 is full-charged, the
LED control signal LED becomes "0", both the driving
signals LEDR and LEDB are output as "0" from the LED
control IC 140, so that the blue light-emitting diodes124B
and 126 as well as the red light-emitting diodes 124R
and 126R are turned off.
[0100] As described above, a circuit configuration of
the driving circuit 142 causing each of the light-emitting
diodes to turn on, turn off, and further blink is not a primary
object, can be easily attained from the above description,
a detailed description is omitted here.
[0101] In this manner, the light-emitting diodes 124R
and 126R and 124B and 126 are provided below the start
switch 28 and the select switch 30, and changed in their
display manner according to the state of the power sup-
ply, and whereby, it is possible to easily grasp a state of
the power supply while playing the game. In addition, the
start switch 28 and the select switch 30 are provided on
the inclined surface with respect to a display surface of
the display 36, and therefore, even when the start switch
28 and the select switch 30 light up, the light-emission is
deviated from the eyes of player, which eliminates a pos-
sibility of offending the player’s eyes and becoming ob-
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structive to the game.
[0102] It is noted that a description is made on the em-
bodiment applying the present invention to the hand-held
game machine 10 hitherto. However, the present inven-
tion can also directly be applied to operation devices for
game machine that have not any game functions at all
in themselves, that is, game controllers. In order to apply
the present invention to the game controllers, the game
functions are eliminated from the hand-held game ma-
chine 10 in the embodiment, and a function for transmit-
ting operation signals from the cross key 16, the buttons
18a, 18b, the left right switches 32L, 32R, the start switch
28, and the select switch 30 to a game machine main
body (console) with a line or wirelssly may be added to
the hand-held game machine 10 in the embodiment. It
is noted that such the game controller itself has well been
known in Japanese Utility Model Application Laying-open
No. 4-42029 cited before and the like, so that a further
description will not be needed here.
[0103] Furthermore, as described above, the hand-
held game machine 10 in the embodiment can be utilized
as a controller (operation device) of another game ma-
chine. In this case, the hand-held game machine 10 in
the embodiment is merely connected to the game ma-
chine through the expansion connector 44, and the dis-
play 36 can be utilized as a sub-display according to cir-
cumstances.
[0104] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood
that the same is by way of illustration and example only
and is not to be taken by way of limitation, the scope of
the present invention being limited only by the terms of
the appended claims.

Claims

1. An operation device for a game machine (10), com-
prising:

a housing (12); and
a pair of operating means (32L, 32R) placed at
symmetrical positions either side of a center of
said housing (12) in a horizontal direction on an
upper side surface of said housing (12), wherein
each of said operating means (32L, 32R) in-
cludes
a keytop (90L),
a switch portion (96L), and
a pivot portion (92L, 94L), the operation device
being characterized by further comprising
an elastic body (104L) for elastically pushing
said keytop (90L) toward a state in which said
switch portion (96L) is not actuated, wherein
when said keytop (90L) is depressed against the
elastic force of said elastic body (104L), said
keytop (90L) is rotated about said pivot portion
(92L, 94L) to actuate said switch portion and be-

ing characterized by
the switch portion (96L) being provided at a first
end of the keytop (90L), the first end being the
nearer of the two opposing ends of the keytop
(90L) to the center of said housing (12); and
the pivot portion (92L, 94L) being provided at a
second end of said keytop (90L) opposing said
first end and the pivot portion (92L, 94L) com-
prising a pin (92L) and a bearing (94L) with the
difference in diameter between the bearing
(94L) and the pin (92L) being greater in a vertical
direction than in said horizontal direction, such
that there is play between the pin (92L) and the
bearing (94L) in a direction in which the keytop
(90L) is depressed.

2. An operation device for game machine according to
claim 1, wherein said elastic body (104L) is provided
so as to cause the second end of said keytop (90L)
to be pushed.

3. An operation device for game machine according to
any one of claims 1 to 2, further comprising other
operating means (16; 18a, 18b) placed at symmet-
rical positions with respect to said center of a main
surface of said housing (12).

4. An operation device for game machine according to
any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein a length of each
of right and left side surfaces of said housing in the
vertical direction is 4 to 6 centimeters.

5. An operation device for game machine according to
any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein said second end
of said keytop (90L) is in the same plane as the right
and left side surfaces of said housing (12).

6. An operation device for game machine according to
any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein said housing (12)
is a rectangular parallelepiped, and a front surface
thereof is horizontally-long rectangular shape.

7. An operation device as claimed in any one of claims
1 to 6, wherein the operation device is adapted to be
a hand-held game machine.

Patentansprüche

1. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät (10), umfas-
send:

ein Gehäuse (12); und
ein Paar Bedieneinrichtungen (32L, 32R), die
an symmetrischen Positionen beidseitig von ei-
ner Mitte des Gehäuses (12) aus in einer hori-
zontalen Richtung auf einer oberen Seitenfläche
des Gehäuses (12) platziert sind, wobei
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jede von den Bedieneinrichtungen (32L, 32R)
enthält:

einen Tastenkopf (90L),
einen Schalterabschnitt (96L), und
einen Schwenkabschnitt (92L, 94L), wobei
die Bedienvorrichtung dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet ist, dass sie des Weiteren um-
fasst
einen elastischen Körper (104L) zum ela-
stischen Drücken des Tastenkopfes (90L)
in einen Status, in dem der Schalterab-
schnitt (96L) nicht betätigt ist, wobei, wenn
der Tastenkopf (90L) gegen die elastische
Kraft des elastischen Körpers (104L) her-
untergedrückt wird, der Tastenkopf (90L)
um den Schwenkabschnitt (92L, 94L) ge-
dreht wird, um den Schalterabschnitt zu be-
tätigen, und dadurch gekennzeichnet ist,
dass
der Schalterabschnitt (96L) an einem ersten
Ende des Tastenkopfes (90L) vorgesehen
ist, wobei das erste Ende dasjenige der bei-
den gegenüberliegenden Enden des Ta-
stenkopfes (90L) ist, das sich näher zur Mit-
te des Gehäuses (12) befindet; und
der Schwenkabschnitt (92L, 94L) an einem
zweiten Ende des Tastenkopfes (90L) vor-
gesehen ist, das gegenüber dem ersten En-
de liegt, und der Schwenkabschnitt (92L,
94L) einen Zapfen (92L) und ein Lager (94L)
umfasst, wobei die Differenz des Durch-
messers zwischen dem Lager (94L) und
dem Zapfen (92L) in einer vertikalen Rich-
tung größer ist als in der horizontalen Rich-
tung, so dass es ein Spiel zwischen dem
Zapfen (92L) und dem Lager (94L) in einer
Richtung gibt, in der der Tastenkopf (90L)
heruntergedrückt wird.

2. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät gemäß An-
spruch 1, wobei der elastische Körper (104L) so vor-
gesehen ist, dass er bewirkt, dass das zweite Ende
des Tastenkopfes (90L) gedrückt wird.

3. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 2, des Weiteren umfassend wei-
tere Bedieneinrichtungen (16; 18a, 18b), die an sym-
metrischen Positionen in Bezug auf die Mitte einer
Hauptfläche des Gehäuses (12) platziert sind.

4. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei eine Länge von jeder
der rechten und linken Seitenflächen des Gehäuses
in der vertikalen Richtung 4 bis 6 Zentimeter beträgt.

5. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei sich das zweite Ende

des Tastenkopfes (90L) in derselben Ebene befindet
wie die rechten und linken Seitenflächen des Ge-
häuses (12).

6. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wobei das Gehäuse (12) ein
rechteckiges Parallelepiped ist, von dem eine Vor-
derfläche eine horizontale lange rechteckige Form
hat.

7. Bedienvorrichtung für ein Spielgerät gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei die Bedienvorrichtung
dazu angepasst ist, ein mit der Hand haltbares Spiel-
gerät zu sein.

Revendications

1. Un dispositif d’exploitation pour une machine de jeu
(10), comportant :

un logement (12) ; et
une paire de moyens d’exploitation (32L, 32R)
placés à des positions symétriques de chaque
côté d’un centre dudit logement (12) dans un
sens horizontal sur une surface latérale supé-
rieure dudit logement (12), où
chacun desdits moyens d’exploitation (32L,
32R) comprend
un dessus de touche (90L),
une portion de commutation (96L), et
une portion de pivot (92L, 94L), le dispositif d’ex-
ploitation étant caractérisé par le fait qu’il
comporte en outre
un corps élastique (104L) pour pousser de façon
élastique ledit dessus de touche (90L) vers un
état dans lequel ladite portion de commutation
(96L) n’est pas actionnée, où lorsque ledit des-
sus de touche (90L) est enfoncé contre la force
élastique dudit corps élastique (104L), ledit des-
sus de touche (90L) est mis en rotation autour
de ladite portion de pivot (92L, 94L) pour action-
ner ladite portion de commutation et étant ca-
ractérisé par le fait que
la portion de commutation (96L) est fournie au
niveau d’une première extrémité du dessus de
touche (90L), la première extrémité étant la plus
proche, parmi les deux extrémités opposées du
dessus de touche (90L), du centre dudit loge-
ment (12) ; et
la portion de pivot (92L, 94L) est fournie au ni-
veau d’une deuxième extrémité dudit dessus de
touche (90L) opposé à ladite première extrémité
et la portion de pivot (92L, 94L) comporte une
broche (92L) et un palier (94L), la différence de
diamètre entre le palier (94L) et la broche (92L)
étant plus grande dans un sens vertical que
dans ledit sens horizontal, de telle sorte qu’il y
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ait du jeu entre la broche (92L) et le palier (94L)
dans un sens dans lequel le dessus de touche
(90L) est enfoncé.

2. Un dispositif d’exploitation pour une machine de jeu
selon la revendication 1, où ledit corps élastique
(104L) est fourni de façon à amener la deuxième
extrémité dudit dessus de touche (90L) à être pous-
sée.

3. Un dispositif d’exploitation pour une machine de jeu
selon n’importe laquelle des revendications 1 à 2,
comportant de plus d’autres moyens d’exploitation
(16 ; 18a, 18b) placés à des positions symétriques
par rapport audit centre d’une surface principale du-
dit logement (12).

4. Un dispositif d’exploitation pour une machine de jeu
selon n’importe laquelle des revendications 1 à 3,
où une longueur de chacune des surfaces latérales
droite et gauche dudit logement dans le sens vertical
fait de 4 à 6 centimètres.

5. Un dispositif d’exploitation pour une machine de jeu
selon n’importe laquelle des revendications 1 à 4,
où ladite deuxième extrémité dudit dessus de touche
(90L) est dans le même plan que les surfaces laté-
rales droite et gauche dudit logement (12).

6. Un dispositif d’exploitation pour une machine de jeu
selon n’importe laquelle des revendications 1 à 5,
où ledit logement (12) est un parallélépipède rectan-
gulaire, et une surface avant de ce dernier est de
forme rectangulaire longue horizontalement.

7. Un dispositif d’exploitation tel que revendiqué dans
n’importe laquelle des revendications 1 à 6, où le
dispositif d’exploitation est adapté pour être une ma-
chine de jeu portative.
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