
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

35
7 

16
7

A
1

��&�����������
(11) EP 2 357 167 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
17.08.2011 Bulletin 2011/33

(21) Application number: 09822097.3

(22) Date of filing: 19.10.2009

(51) Int Cl.:
C07C 281/02 (2006.01) C07D 271/10 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/JP2009/068296

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2010/047400 (29.04.2010 Gazette 2010/17)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 20.10.2008 JP 2008269413

(71) Applicant: Sumitomo Chemical Company, Limited
Tokyo 104-8260 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• HAGIYA, Koji

Ibaraki-shi
Osaka 567-0833 (JP)

• AOYAGI, Yasutaka
Oita-shi
Oita 870-0832 (JP)

(74) Representative: Duckworth, Timothy John
J.A. Kemp & Co. 
14 South Square 
Gray’s Inn
London WC1R 5JJ (GB)

(54) METHOD FOR PRODUCING OXADIAZOLINONE COMPOUND AND INTERMEDIATE THEREOF

(57) A compound represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent, Ar’
represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent, and R represents
an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound and an intermediate
thereof.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] As a method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound, there is known a method in which a 2-aryl-substituted
hydrazinecarboxylic acid methyl ester is treated with phosgene to give a 2-(chlorocarbonyl)-2-aryl-substituted hydrazi-
necarboxylic acid methyl ester, which is then cyclized by the action of a base (for example, refer to JP-B-60-19302).
However, such a method uses phosgene having strong toxicity, which requires facilities provided with safety measures
for industrial practice.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Thus, the present inventors have developed a method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound without
using phosgene having strong toxicity, thus accomplishing the present invention.
[0004] That is, the present application provides the following inventions.

[1] A compound represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar and Ar’ each independently represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms
which may have a substituent, and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.
[2] The compound according to [1], wherein Ar is a phenyl group, and Ar’ is a phenyl group which has an alkoxy
group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.
[3] The compound according to [1], wherein Ar is a phenyl group, Ar’ is a 2-methoxyphenyl group, and R is a methyl
group.
[4] A method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound represented by the formula (2):

wherein Ar’ and R have the same meanings as defined below, which comprises step I of reacting a compound
represented
by the formula (3):
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wherein Ar’ represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent,
and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, with a compound represented by the formula (4):

ClCO2Ar (4)

wherein Ar represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent;
and step II of reacting a compound represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar and Ar’ each independently has the same meaning as defined above, which is obtained by step I, with
a strong base.
[5] A method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound represented by the formula (2):

wherein Ar’ and R have the same meanings as defined below, which comprises a step of reacting a compound
represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar and Ar’ each independently represent an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms
which may have a substituent, and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, with a strong base.
[6] The method according to [4] or [5], wherein the strong base is selected from the group consisting of an alkali
metal hydride, an alkali metal amide compound, and an alkali metal hydroxide.
[7] A method for producing a compound represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar, Ar’ and R have the same meanings as defined below, which comprises a step of reacting a compound
represented by the formula (3):
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wherein Ar’ represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent,
and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, with a compound represented by the formula (4):

ClCO2Ar (4)

wherein Ar represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent.
[8] The method according to [4], [5] or [7], wherein Ar is a phenyl group, and Ar’ is a phenyl group which has an
alkoxy group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.
[9] The method according to [4], [5] or [7], wherein Ar is a phenyl group, Ar’ is a 2-methoxyphenyl group, and R is
a methyl group.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0005] According to the present invention, it is possible to produce an oxadiazolinone compound industrially easily
without requiring special facilities since phosgene having strong toxicity is not used.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0006] Hereinafter, the present invention will be described in detail.
[0007] The compound of the present invention (hereinafter, this compound is sometimes referred to as a "compound
(1)") is represented by the following formula (1).

[0008] In the present description, Ar represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which
may have a substituent.
[0009] In the present description, examples of the aromatic hydrocarbon group include a phenyl group and a naphthyl
group.
[0010] Examples of the substituent in the aromatic hydrocarbon group include alkyl groups having 1 to 6 carbon atoms,
such as a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a butyl group, an isobutyl group, a sec-butyl
group, a tert-butyl group, a pentyl group, and a hexyl group; haloalkyl groups having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, such as a
fluoromethyl group and a trifluoromethyl group; alkoxy-substituted alkyl groups having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, such as a
methoxymethyl group, an ethoxymethyl group, and a methoxyethyl group; alkoxy groups having 1 to 6 carbon atoms,
such as a methoxy group, an ethoxy group, a propoxy group, an isopropoxy group, a butoxy group, an isobutoxy group,
a sec-butoxy group, a tert-butoxy group, and a pentyloxy group; haloalkoxy groups having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, such
as a fluoromethoxy group and a trifluoromethoxy group; alkoxy-substituted alkoxy groups having 2 to 10 carbon atoms,
such as a methoxymethoxy group, an ethoxymethoxy group, and a methoxyethoxy group; halogen atoms such as a
fluorine atom and a chlorine atom; a nitro group; cycloalkyl groups having 3 to 6 carbon atoms, such as a cyclopentyl
group; and cycloalkyloxy groups such as a cyclopentyloxy group.
[0011] Specific examples of Ar include a phenyl group, an alkyl-substituted phenyl group, a halogen-substituted phenyl
group, and an alkoxy-substituted phenyl group, and more specific examples thereof include a 2-methylphenyl group, a
4-chlorophenyl group, a 4-methylphenyl group, and a 2-methoxyphenyl group.
[0012] In the present description, Ar’ represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which
may have a substituent.
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[0013] Specific examples of Ar’ include a phenyl group, an alkyl-substituted phenyl group, a halogen-substituted phenyl
group, and an alkoxy-substituted phenyl group, and more specific examples thereof include a 2-methylphenyl group, a
4-chlorophenyl group, a 4-bromophenyl group, and a 2-methoxyphenyl group.
[0014] In the present description, R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.
[0015] Examples of the alkyl group represented by R incldue a methyl group, an ethyl group, a n-propyl group, an
isopropyl group, a n-butyl group, and a t-butyl group.
[0016] As described above, the compound (1) has a structure represented by the formula (1) and therefore it can be
easily converted into a compound (2). Accordingly, the compound (1) is useful as an intermediate in the production of
the compound (2).
[0017] The compound (1) is preferably a compound of the formula (1) in which Ar is a phenyl group, and Ar’ is a phenyl
group which has an alkoxy group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, and more preferably a compound of the formula (1) in
which Ar is a phenyl group, Ar’ is a 2-methoxyphenyl group, and R is a methyl group.
[0018] Examples of the compound (1) include 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydra-
zine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-nitrophenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-chlo-
rophenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-(2-fluorophenoxycarbonyl)-1-(2-methoxyphenyl)-2-methoxycar-
bonylhydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-methylphenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbo-
nyl-2-(2-methoxyphenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-trifluoromethylphenoxy-
carbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(4-methylphenyl) hydrazine, 1-
methoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(4-chlorophenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(4-
chlorophenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-fluorophenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-
2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(4-bromophenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(4-nitrophenyl) hydra-
zine, 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-phenylhydrazine, 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxy-
phenyl) hydrazine, 1-(phenoxycarbonyl)-1-(2-methoxyphenyl)-2-propoxycarbonylhydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-
2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-phenylhydrazine, 1-(4-chlorophenoxycarbonyl)-1-phenyl-2-methoxycarbonylhydrazine, 1-bu-
toxycarbonyl-2-(2-fluorophenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, and 1-butoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-
2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine.
[0019] The compound (1) can be produced by an operation of step I described hereinafter.
[0020] The method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound of the present invention include step I of reacting a
compound represented by the formula (3) (hereinafter sometimes referred to as a compound (3)) with a compound
represented by the formula (4) (hereinafter sometimes referred to as a compound (4)) and step II of reacting the compound
(1) obtained by step I with a strong base.
[0021] The method for producing the compound (1) including step I, and the method for producing the oxadiazolinone
compound (hereinafter sometimes referred to as a compound (2)) including step II are also one of the present invention.
[0022] In the present description, a compound (3) is represented by the formula (3):

wherein Ar’ and R are as respectively defined above.
[0023] Examples of the compound (3) include 1-(C1-C4 alkoxy)carbonyl-2-phenylhydrazine, 1-(C1-C4 alkoxy)carbo-
nyl-2-[(C1-C4 alkoxy)phenyl] hydrazine, and 1-(C1-C4 alkoxy)carbonyl-2-halophenylhydrazine, and more specific ex-
amples thereof include 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenylhydrazine, 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-phenylhydrazine, 1-methoxycarbo-
nyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-methylphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-chlo-
rophenyl) hydrazine, 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-(4-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(2-fluorophenyl) hydra-
zine, 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(4-nitrophenyl) hydrazine, 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 1-(2-methoxy-
phenyl)-2-propoxycarbonylhydrazine, and 1-butoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine.
[0024] As the compound (3), a commercially available product may be used, or those produced by the method described
in JP-B-60-19302 or the like, that is, a method of reacting phenylhydrazine with a compound represented by ClCO2R
may be used.
[0025] In the present description, the compound (4) is represented by the formula (4):

ClCO2Ar (4)

wherein Ar is as defined above.
[0026] Examples of the compound (4) include phenyl chloroformate, (nitro-substituted phenyl) chloroformate, (halogen-
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substituted phenyl) chloroformate, (C1-C4 alkyl-substituted phenyl) chloroformate, (C1-C4 alkoxy-substituted phenyl)
chloroformate, and (C1-C4 haloalkyl-substituted phenyl) chloroformate, and more specific examples thereof include
phenyl chloroformate, (4-nitrophenyl) chloroformate, (4-chlorophenyl) chloroformate, (2-fluorophenyl) chloroformate, (4-
methylphenyl) chloroformate, (2-methoxyphenyl) chloroformate, and (4-trifluoromethylphenyl) chloroformate.
[0027] As the compound (4), a commercially available product may be used, or those produced by a known method
described in Tetrahedron, 58, 10011 (2002) or the like may be used.
[0028] In step I, the use amount of the compound (4) may be 1 mol or more, usually from 1 to 10 mol, and preferably
from 1 to 3 mol, per mol of the compound (3).
[0029] In the reaction of step I, it is preferred to optionally use a base. It is possible to neutralize hydrogen chloride
produced as a by-product in the reaction by using the base.
[0030] Any of an organic base and an inorganic base can be used as such a base.
[0031] Examples of the organic base include tertiary amines such as triethylamine, trioctylamine, and diisopropylethyl-
amine; nitrogen-containing aromatic compounds such as pyridine and imidazole; and alkali metal alkoxides such as
sodium methoxide and sodium ethoxide.
[0032] Examples of the inorganic base include carbonates of alkali metals or alkali earth metals, such as lithium
carbonate, sodium carbonate, potassium carbonate, cesium carbonate, magnesium carbonate, and calcium carbonate;
hydrogen carbonates of alkali metals or alkali earth metals, such as lithium hydrogencarbonate, sodium hydrogencar-
bonate, potassium hydrogencarbonate, cesium hydrogencarbonate, magnesium hydrogencarbonate, and calcium hy-
drogencarbonate; hydroxides of alkali metals or alkali earth metals, such as lithium hydroxide, sodium hydroxide, po-
tassium hydroxide, cesium hydroxide, magnesium hydroxide, and calcium hydroxide; and any mixtures thereof. Car-
bonates of alkali metals or alkali earth metals are preferred.
[0033] The use amount of the base may be 1 mol or more per mol of the compound (4), which is usually within the
range from 1 to 3 mol although there is no particular upper limit.
[0034] The reaction of step I is usually carried out in the presence of an organic solvent. Examples of the organic
solvent include ether solvents such as methyl tert-butyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, dimethoxyethane, and diglyme; nitrile
solvents such as acetonitrile and propionitrile; and aromatic hydrocarbon solvents such as toluene and xylene.
[0035] There is no particular limitation on the use amount of the organic solvent. Taking volume efficiency into con-
sideration, the use amount of the organic solvent is usually 0.5 parts by weight or more and 100 parts by weight or less
per part by weight of the compound (3), from the viewpoint of practical use.
[0036] The reaction temperature is usually within the range from -20 to 200°C, and preferably from 0 to 100°C.
[0037] In the reaction of step I, it is preferred that the compound (3), an organic solvent and, if necessary, a base are
mixed in any order and a compound (4) is added to the obtained mixture.
[0038] The reaction is usually carried out under a normal pressure condition. Proceeding of the reaction can be
confirmed by conventional analysis means such as gas chromatography, high-performance liquid chromatography, thin-
layer chromatography, NMR, and IR.
[0039] After completion of the reaction, the compound (1) can be isolated from the mixture by means such as crys-
tallization, filtration, distillation, and extraction. The isolated compound (1) may be further purified, for example, by
conventional purification means such as rectification and column chromatography.
[0040] Next, step II of reacting the compound (1) with a strong base will be described.
[0041] Examples of the strong base include alkali metal hydrides such as lithium hydride, sodium hydride, and potas-
sium hydride; alkali metal amide compounds such as lithium amide, sodium amide, and potassium amide; and alkali
metal hydroxides such as lithium hydroxide, sodium hydroxide, and potassium hydroxide. Alkali metal hydrides and
alkali metal hydroxides are preferable, and sodium hydride and potassium hydroxide are more preferable.
[0042] The use amount of the strong base may be usually 0.8 mol or more per mol of the compound (1), which is
preferably within the range from 0.8 to 3 mol although there is no particular upper limit.
[0043] The reaction of step II is usually carried out in the presence of an organic solvent. Examples of the organic
solvent include ether solvents such as methyl tert-butyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, dimethoxyethane, and diglyme; nitrile
solvents such as acetonitrile and propionitrile; and aromatic hydrocarbon solvents such as toluene and xylene. There
is no particular limitation on the use amount of the organic solvent. Taking volume efficiency into consideration, the use
amount of the organic solvent is usually 0.5 parts by weight or more and 100 parts by weight or less per part by weight
of the compound (1), from the viewpoint of practical use.
[0044] The reaction temperature is usually within the range from -20 to 100°C, and preferably from -20 to 50°C.
[0045] In the reaction of step II, the compound (1) and an organic solvent may be mixed and a strong base may be
added to the obtained mixture, or a strong base and an organic solvent may be mixed and the compound (1) may be
added to the obtained mixture, or the compound (1) and a strong base may be simultaneously added to an organic
solvent. It is preferred that a strong base and an organic solvent are mixed and the compound (1) is added to the obtained
mixture.
[0046] The reaction of step II is usually carried out under normal pressure conditions. Proceeding of the reaction can
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be confirmed by conventional analysis means such as gas chromatography, high-performance liquid chromatography,
thin-layer chromatography, NMR, and IR.
[0047] After completion of the reaction, the compound (2) can be isolated from the mixture by means such as crys-
tallization, filtration, distillation, and extraction. The isolated compound (2) may be further purified by conventional puri-
fication means such as rectification and column chromatography.
[0048] Examples of the compound (2) include 5-methoxy-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, 5-ethoxy-3-
phenyl-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, 5-methoxy-3-(4-methylphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, 5-methoxy-3-(4-chlorophe-
nyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, 5-ethoxy-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, 5-methoxy-3-(2-fluorophenyl)-
1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, 5-methoxy-3-(4-bromophenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, and 5-methoxy-3-(4-nitrophenyl)-
1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one, and 5-methoxy-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one is preferable.

EXAMPLES

[0049] The present invention will be described in more detail by Examples as follow, but the present invention is not
limited to these Examples.

Example 1

(Step I-1) Preparation of Compound (1)

[0050] In a nitrogen-substituted 100 ml flask, 2.0 g of 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl)hydrazine, 7.0 g of
potassium carbonate and 50 g of acetonitrile were charged, and 8.0 g of phenyl chloroformate was added dropwise at
room temperature under stirring over 1 hour, and then the mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 7 hours. The
inorganic salt precipitated from the obtained reaction mixture was filtered and then acetonitrile was distilled off. When
5 g of ethyl acetate and 10 g of n-hexane were added to the residue, a crystal was precipitated. The precipitated crystal
was filtered and dried to obtain 3.0 g of a pale yellow crystal.
[0051] As a result of analysis by 1H-NMR, the crystal was identified as 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-(2-
methoxyphenyl) hydrazine. Yield: 93%.
[0052] 1H-NMR (δppm, CDCl3, TMS standard): 3.74(s,3H), 3.88(s,3H), 6.9-7.42(m,9H), 7.65(bs,1H)

(Step II-1) Preparation of Compound (2)

[0053] In a nitrogen-substituted 50 ml flask, 92 mg of 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl)
hydrazine synthesized in step I-1 and 2 g of acetonitrile were charged and cooled to 0°C, followed by the addition of 14
mg of sodium hydride (60% in paraffin liquid) under stirring and then stirring at the same temperature for 1 hour. To the
obtained reaction mixture, 10 g of ethyl acetate and 10 g of water were added and the organic layer was analyzed by
gas chromatography (internal standard method). As a result, the yield of 5-methoxy-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadi-
azolin-2-one was 46%.

Example 2

(Step I-2) Preparation of Compound (1)

[0054] In a nitrogen-substituted 100 ml flask, 5.0 g of 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine, 3.9. g of
triethylamine and 15 g of tetrahydrofuran were charged and 6.0 g of phenyl chloroformate was added dropwise at room
temperature under stirring over 1 hour, and then the mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 2 hours. To the
obtained reaction mixture, 15 g of toluene and 15 g of a 5% hydrochloric acid solution were added and, after stirring,
the mixture was allowed to stand, resulting in separation into two layers. Therefore, the aqueous layer as the lower layer
was separated. In the same manner, the oil layer was washed once with 15 g of a 5% hydrochloric acid solution, washed
once with 15 g of water and concentrated, and then 10 g of ethyl acetate and 20 g of n-hexane were added to the residue.
As a result, a crystal was precipitated. The precipitated crystal was filtered and dried to obtain 7.7 g of a pale yellow
crystal. As a result of analysis by 1H-NMR, the crystal was identified as 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-(2-
methoxyphenyl) hydrazine. Yield: 96%.

(Step II-2) Preparation of Compound (2)

[0055] In a nitrogen-substituted 50 ml flask, 200 mg of sodium hydride (60% in paraffin liquid) and 5 g of acetonitrile
were charged and cooled to 0°C. To this mixed solution, 1 g of 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxy-
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phenyl) hydrazine synthesized in step I-2 was dividedly added (each 50 mg) at the same temperature under stirring over
30 minutes, followed by stirring at the same temperature for 30 minutes. To the obtained reaction mixture, 10 g of toluene
and 10 g of water were added and the organic layer was analyzed by gas chromatography (internal standard method).
As a result, the yield of 5-methoxy-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one was 28% and 72 % of 1-methoxycar-
bonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine as a raw material remained.

Example 3 Preparation of Compound (2)

[0056] In a nitrogen-substituted 50 ml flask, 300 g of 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-(2-methoxyphenyl)
hydrazine synthesized in Example 1 (step I-1) and 10 g of acetonitrile were charged and cooled to 0°C, followed by
addition of 64 mg of a potassium hydroxide powder under stirring and then stirring at the same temperature for 1 hour.
To the obtained reaction mixture, 10 g of ethyl acetate and 10 g of water were added and the organic layer was analyzed
by gas chromatography (internal standard method). As a result, the yield of 5-methoxy-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,4-
oxadiazolin-2-one was 26% and 30% of 1-methoxycarbonyl-2-(phenoxycarbonyl)-2-(2-methoxyphenyl) hydrazine as a
raw material was recovered.

Example 4

(Step I-3) Preparation of Compound (1)

[0057] In a nitrogen-substituted 100 ml flask, 500 mg of 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-phenylhydrazine, 420 mg of triethylamine
and 5 g of tetrahydrofuran were charged and 650 mg of phenyl chloroformate was added dropwise at room temperature
under stirring for 30 minutes, and then the mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 2 hours. To the obtained
reaction mixture, 10 g of toluene and 5 g of a 5% hydrochloric acid solution were added and, after stirring, the mixture
was allowed to stand, resulting in separation into two layers. Therefore, the aqueous layer as the lower layer was
separated. In the same manner, the oil layer was washed once with 5 g of a 5% hydrochloric acid solution, washed once
with 5 g of water and concentrated, and then 3 g of ethyl acetate and 5 g of n-hexane were added to the residue. As a
result, a crystal was precipitated. The precipitated crystal was filtered and dried to obtain 410 mg of a pale yellow crystal.
As a result of analysis by 1H-NMR, the crystal was identified as 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-phenylhydrazin.
Yield: 50%.
[0058] 1H-NMR (δppm, CDCl3, TMS standard): 1.29(t,3H), 4.22(q,2H), 7.0-7.42(m,10H)

(Step II-3)

Preparation of Compound (2)

[0059] In a nitrogen-substituted 50 ml flask, 100 mg of 1-ethoxycarbonyl-2-phenoxycarbonyl-2-phenylhydrazine syn-
thesized in step I-3 and 2 g of acetonitrile were charged and cooled to 0°C, followed by addition of 20 mg of sodium
hydride (60% in paraffin liquid) under stirring and then stirring at the same temperature for 1 hour. To the obtained
reaction mixture, 10 g of ethyl acetate and 10 g of water were added and the organic layer was analyzed by gas
chromatography (internal standard method), and thus production of 5-ethoxy-3-phenyl-1,3,4-oxadiazolin-2-one was
confirmed.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0060] According to the present invention, an oxadiazolinone compound can be produced industrially easily without
requiring special facilities.

Claims

1. A compound represented by the formula (1):
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wherein Ar and Ar’ each independently represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms
which may have a substituent, and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.

2. The compound according to claim 1, wherein Ar is a phenyl group, and Ar’ is a phenyl group which has an alkoxy
group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.

3. The compound according to claim 1, wherein Ar is a phenyl group, Ar’ is a 2-methoxyphenyl group, and R is a methyl
group.

4. A method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound represented by the formula (2):

wherein Ar’ and R have the same meanings as defined below, which comprises step I of reacting a compound
represented by the formula (3):

wherein Ar’ represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent,
and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, with a compound represented by the formula (4):

ClCO2Ar (4)

wherein Ar represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent;
and step II of reacting a compound represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar and Ar’ each independently has the same meaning as defined above, which is obtained by step I, with
a strong base.
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5. A method for producing an oxadiazolinone compound represented by the formula (2):

wherein Ar’ and R have the same meanings as defined below, which comprises a step of reacting a compound
represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar and Ar’ each independently represent an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms
which may have a substituent, and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, with a strong base.

6. The method according to claim 4 or 5, wherein the strong base is selected from the group consisting of an alkali
metal hydride, an alkali metal amide compound, and an alkali metal hydroxide.

7. A method for producing a compound represented by the formula (1):

wherein Ar, Ar’ and R have the same meanings as defined below, which comprises a step of reacting a compound
represented by the formula (3):

wherein Ar’ represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent,
and R represents an alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, with a compound represented by the formula (4):

ClCO2Ar (4)

wherein Ar represents an aromatic hydrocarbon group having 6 to 20 carbon atoms which may have a substituent.
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8. The method according to claim 4, 5 or 7, wherein Ar is a phenyl group, and Ar’ is a phenyl group which has an alkoxy
group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms.

9. The method according to claim 4, 5 or 7, wherein Ar is a phenyl group, Ar’ is a 2-methoxyphenyl group, and R is a
methyl group.
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