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(54) Counter-rotatable generator

(57) A counter-rotatable generator (180) includes a
generator stator (186) concentric with concentric coun-
ter-rotatable radially inner pole and outer magnet rotors
(216, 212). The magnet rotor (212) encircles the pole
rotor (216) and the pole rotor (216) encircles the gener-
ator stator (186). A rotor air gap (130) is disposed be-
tween the magnet and pole rotors (212, 216), and a trans-
former air gap (224) is disposed between the pole rotor
(216) and the stator (186). The magnet rotor (212) in-
cludes a circular array of magnets (214) having circum-
ferentially alternating north/south and south/north orien-
tations, retained within a magnet retention ring (215), and
the magnets (214) are circumferentially separated from
each other by non-magnetic material spacers (213). One
stator (186) includes an annular hub (272), axial windings
(252, 254) around equi-distantly spaced axial poles (256,
258) on the annular hub (272), radial cores (260) extend-
ing radially outwardly from and equi-angularly spaced
about a pole hub (250) on the annular hub (272) between
the first and second axial windings (252, 254), and radial
windings (262) around the radial cores (260).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to electrical generators
and motors and, more particularly, electrical generators
and motors with counter-rotatable rotors.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

[0002] Aircraft systems are increasingly being de-
signed to accommodate greater and greater electrical
loads as are other applications for generating electricity.
Electrical power is extracted mechanically from the en-
gines that power aircraft as well as other vehicles. When
operating an aircraft engine at relatively low power levels,
e.g., while idly descending from altitude, extracting elec-
trical power from the engine mechanical power may re-
duce the ability to operate the engine properly. Current
turbofan aircraft gas turbine engines requiring higher de-
mands for aircraft power utilize very large generators
mounted to a core engine driven gearbox. At flight con-
ditions where lower thrust is required but high electric
power such as approach, the core engine must run fast
to keep up the demand but the result is more thrust which
must be spoiled to maintain approach speeds thus re-
ducing fuel efficiency.
[0003] Electrical power may be extracted from the
high-pressure (HP) engine spool in a gas turbine engine.
The relatively high operating speed of the HP engine
spool makes it an ideal source of mechanical power to
drive the electrical generators connected to the engine.
However, it is desirable to draw power from other sources
within the engine, rather than to rely solely on the HP
engine spool to drive the electrical generators. The low-
pressure (LP) engine spool provides an alternate source
of power transfer, however, the relatively lower speed of
the LP engine spool typically requires the use of a gear-
box, as slow-speed electrical generators are often larger
than similarly rated electrical generators operating at
higher speeds. Electrical generators operating off the LP
rotor or spool require large generators due to low speeds
of the LP rotor or gearboxes to increase speed. These
generators are a simple rotor and stator configuration.
[0004] Therefore, there is a need for an electrical gen-
erator for aircraft turbofan gas turbine and other engines
that can be used to provide a great amount of electrical
power over a wide range of engine operating speeds.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] A counter-rotatable generator includes a gen-
erator stator and counter-rotatable radially inner pole and
outer magnet rotors and all being concentric. In one em-
bodiment of the counter-rotatable generator, the radially
outer magnet rotor encircles the radially inner pole rotor,

the radially inner pole rotor encircles the generator stator,
a rotor air gap is disposed between the magnet and pole
rotors, and a transformer air gap is disposed between
the pole rotor and the stator. The magnet rotor includes
a circular array of magnets having circumferentially al-
ternating north/south and south/north orientations re-
tained within a magnet retention ring and circumferen-
tially separated from each other by non-magnetic mate-
rial spacers.
[0006] A more particular embodiment of the pole rotor
includes one or more pole assemblies having one or more
pole hubs supporting one or more sets of axially extend-
ing rotatable bar poles respectively. Each of the bar poles
includes an axially extending outer bar connected to a
respective one of the pole hubs by a connector extending
radially outwardly from the respective one of the pole
hubs to the outer bar. Non-magnetic material is disposed
axially and radially between the pole assemblies. The
non-magnetic material may be in an arbor disposed ax-
ially and radially between the pole assemblies. The pole
hubs and the bar poles are made of a magnetic steel.
[0007] A more particular embodiment of the stator in-
cludes axial windings around annular axial poles evenly
distributed or equi-distantly spaced on a shaft or the an-
nular hub and radial cores extending radially outwardly
from a generally cylindrical or annular pole hub axially
centered on the stator cylindrical shaft or the annular hub
between the first and second axial windings. The radial
cores are equi-angularly spaced about the pole hub and
radial windings are wound around the radial cores.
[0008] An alternative stator includes a stator cylindrical
shaft or annular hub sets of radial cores extending radially
outwardly from and equi-distantly spaced on the stator
cylindrical shaft or the annular hub. The radial cores in
each of the sets are equi-angularly spaced about the sta-
tor cylindrical shaft or the annular hub and radial windings
are wound around the radial cores.
[0009] The counter-rotatable generator may include
the stator having a stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub
with axially adjacent stator poles having Delta-connected
and/or Y-connected stationary windings.
[0010] The stator may be Y-connected and the coun-
ter-rotatable generator multi-phase with an N number of
phases. Then the stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub
has the same N number of the Y-connected stationary
windings and all the Y-connected stationary windings
may be radial windings. A more particular embodiment
of stator includes Y-connected stationary axial end wind-
ings at opposite ends of the shaft or annular hub and all
the Y-connected stationary windings between the axial
end windings being radial windings.
[0011] A counter-rotatable generator may have the
Delta-connected stator and be multi-phase with an N
number of phases. The stator cylindrical shaft or annular
hub has N+1 number of the stator poles with the same
N+1 number of the Delta-connected stationary windings.
All the Delta-connected stationary windings are axial
windings. A more particular embodiment of the stator in-
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cudes Delta-connected stationary radial end windings at
opposite ends of the shaft or annular hub and all the
Delta-connected stationary windings between the axial
end windings being axial windings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The foregoing aspects and other features of the
invention are explained in the following description, taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings where:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of an exemplary embodiment of a coun-
ter-rotatable electrical generator disposed in an air-
craft turbofan gas turbine engine with counter-rotat-
able booster stages.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged more detailed longitudinal sec-
tional view illustration of the counter-rotatable elec-
trical generator illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an axial view diagrammatical illustration of
a differential gearbox through which the counter-ro-
tatable electrical generator is driven as taken through
3-3 in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a partially cutaway perspective view illus-
tration of the counter-rotatable electrical generator
illustrated in FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is an elevational view illustration of stationary
radial windings of a stator of the counter-rotatable
electrical generator taken through 5-5 in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view diagrammatical illustra-
tion of the pole rotor of the counter-rotatable electri-
cal generator illustrated in FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view diagrammat-
ical illustration of the pole rotor illustrated in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustration of the stator
of the counter-rotatable electrical generator illustrat-
ed in FIG. 4.

FIG. 9 is a sectional view diagrammatical illustration
of an alternative single phase counter-rotatable elec-
trical generator having four PMG magnets.

FIG. 10 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of the counter-rotatable electrical gener-
ator taken through 10-10 in FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view illustration of an alter-
native stator for the counter-rotatable electrical gen-
erator illustrated in FIG. 4.

FIG. 12 is a schematical view illustration of a three

phase Y-connected stator for a counter-rotatable
electrical generator.

FIG. 13 is a schematical view illustration of a three
phase Delta-connected stator for a counter-rotatable
electrical generator.

FIG. 14 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a counter-rotatable electrical alternator
with a single phase stator having a single axial wind-
ing.

FIG. 15 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a counter-rotatable electrical generator
with three phase Y-connected axial and radial stator
windings.

FIG. 16 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a three phase Y-connected stator with
all radial stator windings for the generator illustrated
in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a counter-rotatable electrical generator
with three phase Delta-connected axial stator wind-
ings.

FIG. 18 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a three phase Delta-connected stator
with axial and radial stator windings for the generator
illustrated in FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a multi-phase Y-connected stator with
axial and radial stator windings.

FIG. 20 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a multi-phase Y-connected stator with
only radial stator windings.

FIG. 21 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a multi-phase Delta-connected stator
with only axial stator windings.

FIG. 22 is an axial sectional view diagrammatical
illustration of a multi-phase Delta-connected stator
with radial stator windings and only axial stator wind-
ings therebetween.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0013] Diagrammatically illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 is
an exemplary turbofan gas turbine engine 10 circum-
scribed about an engine centerline 8 and having a fan
section 12 which receives inlet airflow of ambient air 5.
The fan section 12 includes a single fan stage 104 of fan
blades 14. Downstream of the fan section 12 is a counter-
rotatable booster 16 with counter-rotatable first and sec-
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ond sets of booster stages 15, 19. The first set of booster
stages 15 includes first, third, and fifth booster stages
38, 40, 42 of rotatable booster blades 17. The second
set of booster stages 19 includes counter-rotatable sec-
ond and fourth booster stages 62, 64 with counter-rotat-
able booster blades 65. One of the first and second sets
of booster stages 15, 19 is rotatable in a clockwise direc-
tion about the engine centerline 8 and another of the first
and second sets of booster stages 15, 19 is rotatable in
a counter-clockwise direction about the engine centerline
8. Thus, the first and second sets of booster stages 15,
19 may be described as being counter-rotatable with re-
spect to each other.
[0014] The first, third, and fifth booster stages 38, 40,
42 have first, third, and fifth booster blade rows 48, 50,
52, respectively. The second and fourth booster stages
62, 64 have second and fourth booster blade rows 66,
68, respectively. The first and third booster blade rows
48, 50 are interdigitated with the second and fourth boost-
er blade rows 66, 68.
[0015] Referring to FIG. 1, following the fan section 12
is a high pressure compressor (HPC) 18, a combustor
20 which mixes fuel with the air 5 pressurized by the HPC
18 for generating combustion gases which flow down-
stream through a high pressure turbine (HPT) 24, and a
low pressure turbine (LPT) 26 from which the combustion
gases are discharged from the engine 10. A high pres-
sure shaft 27 joins the HPT 24 to the HPC 18. The high
pressure compressor 18, combustor 20, and high pres-
sure turbine 24 collectively are referred to as a core en-
gine 25 which includes, for the purposes of this patent,
the high pressure shaft 27.
[0016] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the single fan stage
104 is drivenly connected to the low pressure turbine 26
by a low pressure shaft 30. The first set of booster stages
15 is also drivenly connected to the low pressure shaft
30. The second set of booster stages 19 is drivenly con-
nected through a differentially geared gearbox 56 to the
low pressure shaft 30 so as to be counter-rotatable with
respect to the fan stage 104. The gearbox 56 is disposed
within a booster cavity 57 of the engine located radially
inwardly of the counter-rotatable first and second sets of
booster stages 15, 19 of the counter-rotatable booster 16.
[0017] The gearbox 56, as further illustrated in FIG. 3,
includes an annular carrier 202 supported by a fan frame
34 and planetary gears 204 rotatably mounted on pins
206 cantilevered off the annular carrier 202. A sun gear
208 is meshed with and rotatably mounted radially in-
wardly of the planetary gears 204 and a ring gear 210 is
meshed with and rotatably mounted radially outwardly of
the planetary gears 204. The sun gear 208 is drivenly
connected to the low pressure turbine 26 by the low pres-
sure shaft 30. The sun gear 208 is operable to drive the
planetary gears 204 which, in turn, are operable to drive
the ring gear 210 counter-rotatably with respect to the
sun gear 208. The second set of booster stages 19 are
connected to the ring gear 210 so as to be counter-ro-
tatable with respect to the fan stage 104 and the first set

of booster stages 15.
[0018] illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 is a counter-rotata-
ble generator 180 disposed within the booster cavity 57.
The counter-rotatable generator 180 has an axis of rota-
tion coinciding with the engine centerline 8 about which
a generator stator 186 is disposed. The generator stator
186 is mounted to and supported by the fan frame 34. A
radially inner pole rotor 216 encircles the generator stator
186 and a radially outer magnet rotor 212 encircles the
radially inner pole rotor 216 to counter-rotate during the
engine’s operation. The radially outer magnet rotor 212
is counter-rotatable with respect to the radially inner pole
rotor 216. The pole rotor 216 is drivenly connected to the
low pressure turbine 26 by the low pressure shaft 30 and,
thus, is co-rotatable with the fan stage 104 and the first
set of booster stages 15. The magnet rotor 212 is drivenly
connected to the ring gear 210 and, thus, is counter-ro-
tatable with respect to the pole rotor 216 and co-rotatable
with the second set of booster stages 19. A generator
stator 186 is mounted to and supported by the fan frame
34. The radially outer magnet rotor 212 and the radially
inner pole rotor 216 and the generator stator 186 are
concentric about a centerline which coincides with the
engine centerline 8 as illustrated herein. Furthermore, in
the exemplary embodiment of the counter-rotatable gen-
erator 180 illustrated herein, the radially outer magnet
rotor 212 and the radially inner pole rotor 216 and the
generator stator 186 are axially co-extensive. The coun-
ter-rotatable generator 180 includes a rotor air gap 130
between the magnet and pole rotors 212, 216 and a trans-
former air gap 224 between the pole rotor 216 and the
stator 186. Patent Application 230317-2, entitled "COUN-
TER-ROTATABLE GENERATOR", filed June 15, 2009,
assigned to the present assignee discloses a counter-
rotatable generator and is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.
[0019] The counter-rotatable generator 180 illustrated
in greater detail in FIGS. 4 and 5 is a 3 phase, 12 pole
counter-rotating permanent magnet generator (PMG) for
which the windings can be connected in either a Y or
delta arrangement. The counter-rotatable generator 180
illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 8 is a 3 phase, 6 pole counter-
rotating permanent magnet generator (PMG) shown for
simplicity in explaining the counter-rotatable generator
180. Referring to FIG. 4, the counter-rotatable generator
180 is a permanent magnet generator (PMG) including
a stator 186, a pole rotor 216, and a magnet rotor 212.
The magnet rotor 212 includes a circular array of magnets
214 with circumferentially alternating north/south and
south/north orientations N, S. The magnets 214 are ra-
dially retained within a magnet retention ring 215. The
magnets 214 are circumferentially separated from each
other by non-magnetic material spacers 213.
[0020] Referring to FIGS. 4, 6, and 7, the pole rotor
216 includes first, second, and third pole assemblies 225,
227, 229 having first, second, and third pole hubs 230,
232, 234 supporting corresponding first, second, and
third sets 236, 238, 240 of axially extending rotatable bar
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poles 242. Each of the bar poles 242 includes an axially
extending outer bar 244 connected by a radially extend-
ing connector 246 to a respective one of the first, second,
and third pole hubs 230, 232, 234. The connector 246
extends radially outwardly from the respective one of the
first, second, and third pole hubs 230, 232, 234 to the
outer bar 244. The three pole assemblies provide the
generator with its three phase operation or generation.
[0021] Non-magnetic material 217, which may be in
the form of an arbor 219, is disposed axially and radially
between the first, second, and third pole assemblies 225,
227, 229. The non-magnetic material 217 is illustrated
as transparent hatching and helps provide a solid cylin-
drically annular shape to the pole rotor 216. The non-
magnetic material 217 is not illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 7
for the purpose of clarity.
[0022] The pole rotor 216 illustrated in FIGS. 4, 6 and
7 has three hubs, and twelve poles with each pole having
one bar and one connector. Alternative embodiments of
the pole rotor 216 can include a different number of hubs
and a different number of poles on each hub. The hub
and pole combination may be made of a magnetic steel
and may be homogeneous or laminated. The laminations
may be axially stacked along the engine centerline 8.
Another possible orientation for the laminations is for hub
and bar sections of the laminations to be axially stacked
along the centerline 8 and connector sections to be gen-
erally circumferentially stacked between the hub and bar
sections and the connectors.
[0023] Referring to FIGS. 4, 5, and 8, the stator 186
includes a stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub 272 hav-
ing stationary windings 228 on axially adjacent radial and
axial poles 266 and 226. The stationary windings 228
illustrated in these FIGS. are first and second axial wind-
ings 252, 254 and radial windings 262. The stator radial
pole 266 is illustrated in FIGS. 4, 5, and 8, as a generally
cylindrical or annular pole hub 250 and is centered on
the stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub 272 and cir-
cumscribed about the centerline 8. The stationary first
and second axial windings 252, 254 are wound around
axial cores 259 of first and second axial poles 256, 258,
respectively that are evenly distributed or equi-distantly
spaced on the shaft or hub 272. The first and second
axial poles 256, 258 further include annular or cylindrical
stator pole ends 264 continuous or integral with the axial
cores 259.
[0024] The stator radial pole 266 includes stationary
radial cores 260 extending radially outwardly from the
pole hub 250 and are axially centered between the first
and second axial windings 252, 254. The radial windings
262 are wound around the radial cores 260. The radial
cores 260 are equi-angularly spaced about the pole hub
250 and support a pole rim 268 circumscribed around
the radial cores 260.
[0025] Stator poles 261 include the stator radial pole
266 and first and second axial poles 256, 258, and the
stator poles 261 are equi-distantly spaced on the shaft
or hub 272 of the stator 186. The stator pole ends 264

are located at opposite ends of the shaft or hub 272 and
the stator radial pole 266 is positioned equidistantly be-
tween the stationary stator pole ends 264. The exemplary
embodiment of the stator 186 illustrated in FIGS. 4-6 has
four radial cores 260. Other embodiments of the counter-
rotatable generator 180 may have more or less radial
cores, axial poles, and/or magnets 214.
[0026] The magnet and pole rotors 212, 216 are coun-
ter-rotatable with respect to each other. The magnet rotor
212 is driven in one rotational direction (clockwise or
counter-clockwise) and provides a rotating flux field just
as it would in a conventional alternator. The pole rotor
216 is driven in another rotational direction (clockwise or
counter-clockwise). At any given circumferential position,
the flux field alternates between a N-S and S-N polarity
with an approximately sinusoidal magnitude. The station-
ary windings 228 are stationary with respect to the coun-
ter-rotatable magnet and pole rotors 212, 216 and are
illustrated herein as supported by the fan frame 34 in
FIGS. 1 and 2.
[0027] The magnet rotor in a conventional PMG is po-
sitioned either inside or outside a fixed coaxial stator,
which has poles that conduct the alternating magnetic
field through electrical windings on the poles. The alter-
nating magnetic field in the windings induce an electrical
field in the windings, thus, generating electrical potential
to provide to an external electrical system. For a given
geometry and magnet design, the generated voltage is
proportional to the frequency at which the field oscillates,
that is the speed at which the magnet rotor spins.
[0028] The counter-rotatable generator 180 increases
the apparent speed of the generator by spinning the rotor
in one direction and what is conventionally referred to as
the "stator" in another direction. To avoid the need for
slip rings to conduct current from the rotating "stator" to
the stationary part of the system, a rotating transformer
concept is employed whereby the poles are rotated on
the pole rotor 216 and the windings 228 are on the stator
186, a stationary part of the engine 10, mounted to and
supported by the fan frame 34. In the rotating transformer,
the flux is conveyed across featureless ring-shaped air-
gaps axially separated. A conventional magnet-bearing
rotor has to observe the same speed and diameter limits
as in the conventional machine, but the pole rotor, having
simple magnetic alloy shapes (much like the rotor of a
homopolar or induction generator) with no windings or
magnets, can be rotated at a higher speed. The counter-
rotatable generator 180 includes a rotor air gap 130 be-
tween the magnet and pole rotors 212, 216 and the trans-
former air gap 224 between the pole rotor 216 and the
stator 186.
[0029] The counter-rotatable generator 180 may be
used in various other gas turbine engine installations as
well as other installations. The counter-rotatable gener-
ator 180 may be driven, along with counter-rotatable
fans, by counter-rotatable low pressure turbines. The
counter-rotatable generator 180 may be driven by coun-
ter-rotatable high pressure turbines as well. The counter-
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rotatable generator 180 may be disposed within the en-
gine in a cavity other than a booster cavity 57 such as in
a tail cone or centerbody cavity. Patent Application
230317-1, entitled "AIRCRAFT GAS TURBINE ENGINE
COUNTER-ROTATABLE GENERATOR", filed June 15,
2009, assigned to the present assignee, discloses some
other exemplary installations of the counter-rotatable
generator 180 and is incorporated herein by reference.
[0030] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a bypass duct 21
radially bounded by a fan casing 11 and a rotatable an-
nular radially inner bypass duct wall 9 surrounds the
booster 16 and a core engine inlet duct 29 to the high
pressure compressor 18 of the core engine 25. The fan
casing 11 is fixedly connected to the fan frame 34 by fan
frame struts 35. A plurality of booster struts 37, radially
inwardly supported by the fan frame 34, are disposed in
the core engine inlet duct 29 between the fourth booster
stage 64 and the fifth booster stage 42. The bypass duct
21 is radially outwardly bounded by the annular fan cas-
ing 11 and radially inwardly bounded by an annular ra-
dially inner bypass duct wall 9 illustrated in FIG. 2. The
radially inner bypass duct wall 9 includes a rotatable wall
section 22 fixedly mounted to the first booster blade row
48 of the first booster stage 38. The radially inner bypass
duct wall 9 also includes a fixed or non-rotatable wall
section 23 fixedly mounted to the fan frame 34.
[0031] Illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10 is a counter-rotat-
able generator 180, more specifically an alternator, hav-
ing a single-phase 4-pole design though many other de-
signs are contemplated as illustrated above. The magnet
rotor 212 has 4 magnets 214 that are radially retained
within a magnet retention ring 215 and circumferentially
separated from each other by non-magnetic material
spacers 213. The pole rotor 216 has first and second
pole assemblies 225, 227 having first and second pole
hubs 230, 232 supporting corresponding first and second
sets 236, 238 of axially extending rotatable bar poles
242. Two bar poles 242 extend radially outwardly from
each of the first and second pole hubs 230, 232. The bar
poles 242 are separated and radially supported by a non-
magnetic material 217 illustrated as an arbor 219 herein.
The generator’s stator 186 has 1 axial pole 226 support-
ing 1 axial winding 218 and is distributed in a balanced
fashion. The pole rotor 216 and the stator 186 cooperate
to function as a transformer. The windings 218 are held
in place on the axial poles 226 with a non-magnetic ma-
terial 217 such as an epoxy.
[0032] As the outer magnet rotor 212 turns relative to
the inner pole rotor 216, sinusoidally varying magnetic
flux is conveyed to the stator 186 across the transformer
air gaps 224 which induces a single phase sinusoidal
voltage in the stator winding illustrated in FIG. 9 and 10
as a single axial winding 218. The magnitude of the volt-
age and the frequency are both proportional to rotor
speed. The magnitude of the voltage is also affected by
the size of a transformer air gap 224 between the pole
rotor 216 and the stator 186. As a general rule, the smaller
the transformer air gap the greater the magnetic field

strength created in the stator 186.
[0033] The counter-rotatable generator 180 increases
the apparent speed of the generator by spinning the rotor
in one direction and what is conventionally referred to as
the "stator" in another direction. To avoid the need for
slip rings to conduct current from the rotating "stator" to
the stationary part of the system, a rotating transformer
concept is employed whereby the poles are rotated on
the pole rotor 216 and the winding 218 is mounted on
the generator stator 186 which is non-rotatable with re-
spect to the magnet and pole rotors 212, 216.
[0034] In the rotating transformer, the flux is conveyed
across featureless axially separated ring-shaped air-
gaps. A conventional magnet-bearing rotor has to ob-
serve the same speed & diameter limits as in the con-
ventional machine, but the pole rotor, having simple mag-
netic alloy shapes (much like the rotor of a homopolar or
induction generator) with no windings or magnets, can
be rotated at a higher speed. The counter-rotatable gen-
erator 180 includes a rotor air gap 130 between the mag-
net and pole rotors 212, 216 and the transformer air gap
224 between the pole rotor 216 and the stator 186.
[0035] One alternative stator 270, illustrated in FIG.
11, has no axial windings. The alternative stator 270 has
three sets (other numbers of sets may be used) of sta-
tionary radial cores 260 extending radially outwardly from
a stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub 272. The sets are
evenly distributed or equi-distantly spaced on the shaft
or hub 272. Radial windings 262 are wound around the
radial cores 260. The radial cores 260 are equi-angularly
spaced about the hub 272.
[0036] FIG. 12 schematically illustrates a three phase
Y-connected stator for a counter-rotatable electrical gen-
erator having three stator annular poles 261 labelled A,
B, and C and three Y-connected stationary windings 228
labelled a, b, and c. FIG. 13 schematically illustrates a
three phase Delta-connected stator for a counter-rotat-
able electrical generator having three stator annular
poles 261 labelled A, B, and C and three Delta-connected
stationary windings 228 labelled ab, bc, and ca. FIGS.
12 and 13 illustrate how the stator 186 may have either
Y-connected or Delta-connected stationary windings
228.
[0037] FIG. 14 diagrammatically illustrates a portion of
a counter-rotatable electrical alternator 280 having a sin-
gle phase stator 186 with a single axial winding 274 be-
tween two stator pole ends 264 located at opposite ends
of the shaft or hub 272. The pole rotor 216 includes first
and second pole assemblies 225, 227, having first and
second pole hubs 230, 232, supporting corresponding
first and second sets 236, 238, of axially extending ro-
tatable bar poles 242. Each of the bar poles 242 includes
an axially extending outer bar 244 connected by a radially
extending connector 246 to a respective one of the first
and second pole hubs 230, 232.
[0038] FIG. 15 diagrammatically illustrates a counter-
rotatable electrical generator 180 with three phase Y-
connected axial and radial stator windings 218 and 262
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on the stator 186. This configuration is illustrated in more
detail in FIGS. 4, 5, and 8 and discussed above. FIG. 16
diagrammatically illustrates a three phase Y-connected
stator 186 with three radial stator windings 262 which
may be used in the generator 180 illustrated in
[0039] FIG. 15. Stator annular poles 261 include pole
rims 268 circumscribing and supported by radial cores
about which the radial stator windings 262 are wound.
[0040] FIG. 17 diagrammatically illustrates a counter-
rotatable electrical generator 180 with three phase Delta-
connected axial stator windings 218 on the stator 186.
The stator 186 includes four stator annular poles 261
including two stator pole ends 264 located at opposite
ends of the shaft or hub 272 and two stator intermediate
poles 266 located equidistantly between the stationary
stator pole ends 264.
[0041] FIG. 18 diagrammatically illustrates a three
phase Delta-connected stator 186 with a single axial sta-
tor winding 218 centered between two radial stator wind-
ings 262 on the shaft or hub 272 and designed for use
in a generator as illustrated in FIG. 17. The single axial
stator winding 218 is disposed on the shaft or hub 272
between two stator annular poles 261. Stator end poles
266 include pole rims 268 supported by radial cores about
which the radial stator windings 262 are wound.
[0042] The counter-rotatable electrical generator 180
illustrated herein may be multiphase or N-phase gener-
ators with either Y-connected or Delta-connected stators.
FIGS. 19-20 conceptually illustrate N-phase stators 186
with either Y-connected or Delta-connected stationary
windings 228 that are either the radial stator windings
262 or the axial stator windings 218 or a combination of
both the radial stator windings 262 and the axial stator
windings 218. Some general rules regarding the config-
uration of the stators are as follow.
[0043] An alternator (illustrated in FIG . 14) is a single
phase generator and has only a single axial winding 274
wound around an axial cores 259 between two stator
pole ends 264.
[0044] For multi-phase stators 180, the two windings
at the two ends of the stator can be radial windings 262
or axial windings 218 such as the stator 186 illustrated
in FIG. 16 compared to the stator 186 illustrated in FIG.
15.
[0045] Y-connected multi-phase stators 180, as illus-
trated in FIGS. 19 and 20, have N number of phases, N
number of stator poles 181, and N number of stator wind-
ings, and except for the end windings 278 at opposite
ends of the shaft or annular hub 272, the stator windings
must be radial windings 262. This is illustrated as the
three phase Y-connected stator 186 illustrated in FIGS.
15, 16, 19, and 20. The dashed line 276 illustrated in
FIGS. 19 and 20 indicate additional stator windings and
stator poles.
[0046] Delta-connected multi-phase stators 180, as il-
lustrated in FIGS. 21 and 22, have N number of phases,
N+1 number of stator poles 181 and N number of stator
windings, and except for the end windings 278, the wind-

ings must be axial windings 218. The dashed line 276
illustrated in FIGS. 20 and 21 indicate additional stator
windings and stator poles.
[0047] The present invention has been described in an
illustrative manner. It is to be understood that the termi-
nology which has been used is intended to be in the na-
ture of words of description rather than of limitation. While
there have been described herein, what are considered
to be preferred and exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, other modifications of the invention
shall be apparent to those skilled in the art from the teach-
ings herein and, it is, therefore, desired to be secured in
the appended claims all such modifications as fall within
the true spirit and scope of the invention.

Claims

1. A counter-rotatable generator (180) comprising:

a generator stator (186),
counter-rotatable radially inner pole and outer
magnet rotors (216, 212), and
the radially outer magnet rotor (212), the radially
inner pole rotor (216), and the generator stator
(186) being concentric.

2. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising:

the radially outer magnet rotor (212) encircling
the radially inner pole rotor (216),
the radially inner pole rotor (216) encircling the
generator stator (186),
a rotor air gap (130) between the magnet and
pole rotors (212, 216), and
a transformer air gap (224) between the pole
rotor (216) and the stator (186).

3. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 2, further comprising:

the magnet rotor (212) including a circular array
of magnets (214) having circumferentially alter-
nating north/south and south/north orientations,
the circular array of magnets (214) retained with-
in a magnet retention ring (215), and
the magnets (214) circumferentially separated
from each other by non-magnetic material spac-
ers (213).

4. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 2, further comprising:

the pole rotor (216) including one or more pole
assemblies (225, 227, 229) having one or more
pole hubs (230, 232, 234) supporting one or
more sets (236, 238, 240) of axially extending
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rotatable bar poles (242) respectively,
each of the bar poles (242) including an axially
extending outer bar (244) connected to a re-
spective one of the pole hubs (230, 232, 234)
by a connector (246) extends radially outwardly
from the respective one of the pole hubs (230,
232, 234) to the outer bar (244), and
non-magnetic material (217) disposed axially
and radially between the pole assemblies (225,
227, 229).

5. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 4, further comprising the pole hubs (230, 232,
234) and the bar poles (242) being made of a mag-
netic steel.

6. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 2, further comprising:

the stator (186) including a stator cylindrical
shaft or annular hub (272) with axially adjacent
radial and axial poles (266, 226),
the axial poles (226) including one or more axial
windings (252, 254) wound around axial cores
(259) of annular axial poles (256, 258) on the
shaft or the annular hub (272),
each of the radial poles (226) including radial
windings (262) wound around radial cores (260)
extending radially outwardly from a cylindrical
or annular pole hub (250) on the stator cylindrical
shaft or the annular hub (272), and
the radial cores (260) equi-angularly spaced
about the pole hub (250).

7. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 6, further comprising:

the magnet rotor (212) including a circular array
of magnets (214) having circumferentially alter-
nating north/south and south/north orientations,
the circular array of magnets (214) retained with-
in a magnet retention ring (215), and
the magnets (214) circumferentially separated
from each other by non-magnetic material spac-
ers (213).

8. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 6, further comprising:

the stator (186) including a stator cylindrical
shaft or annular hub (272),
axial windings (252, 254) wound around annular
axial poles (256, 258) evenly distributed or equi-
distantly spaced on the shaft or the annular hub
(272),
radial cores (260) extending radially outwardly
from a generally cylindrical or annular pole hub
(250) axially centered on the stator cylindrical

shaft or the annular hub (272) between the first
and second axial windings (252, 254),
the radial cores (260) equi-angularly spaced
about the pole hub (250), and
radial windings (262) wound around the radial
cores (260).

9. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 2, further comprising:

the counter-rotatable generator (180) being an
alternator (280) having a single axial winding
(274) between two stator pole ends (264) locat-
ed at opposite ends of the shaft or hub (272),
the magnet rotor (212) including a circular array
of magnets (214) having circumferentially alter-
nating north/south and south/north orientations,
the circular array of magnets (214) retained with-
in a magnet retention ring (215), and
the magnets (214) circumferentially separated
from each other by non-magnetic material spac-
ers (213).

10. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 2, further comprising:

the stator (186) including a stator cylindrical
shaft or annular hub (272) with axially adjacent
stator poles (261) having Delta-connected
and/or Y-connected stationary windings (228).

11. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 10, further comprising:

the stator (186) being Y-connected,
the counter-rotatable generator (180) being mul-
ti-phase with an N number of phases,
the stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub (272)
having the same N number of the Y-connected
stationary windings (228), and,
all the Y-connected stationary windings (228)
being radial windings (262).

12. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 10, further comprising:

the stator (186) being Y-connected,
the counter-rotatable generator (180) being mul-
ti-phase with an N number of phases,
the stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub (272)
having the same N number of the Y-connected
stationary windings (228), and
Y-connected stationary axial end windings (278)
at opposite ends of the shaft or
annular hub (272),
and all the Y-connected stationary windings
(228) between the axial end windings (278) be-
ing radial windings (262).
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13. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 10, further comprising:

the stator (186) being Delta-connected,
the counter-rotatable generator (180) being mul-
ti-phase with an N number of phases,
the stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub (272)
having N+1 number of the stator poles (261) with
the same N+1 number of the Delta-connected
stationary windings (228),
and
all the Delta-connected stationary windings
(228) being axial windings (218).

14. A counter-rotatable generator (180) as claimed in
claim 10, further comprising:

the stator (186) being Delta-connected,
the counter-rotatable generator (180) being mul-
ti-phase with an N number of phases,
the stator cylindrical shaft or annular hub (272)
having N+1 number of the stator poles (261) with
the same N+1 number of the Delta-connected
stationary windings (228),
and
Delta-connected stationary radial end windings
(278) at opposite ends of the shaft or
annular hub (272),
and all the Delta-connected stationary windings
(228) between the axial end windings (278) be-
ing axial windings (262).
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