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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This invention relates to a printhead substrate,
printhead, head cartridge, and printing apparatus and,
more particularly, to a printhead substrate, containing a
circuit for driving a printing element by sending a prede-
termined electric current, which is used to print in accord-
ance with an inkjet method, printhead, head cartridge,
and printing apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] An inkjet printhead (to be referred to as a print-
head hereinafter), which generates thermal energy by
sending an electric current to a heater arranged in the
nozzle so as to discharges ink, has conventionally been
known.
[0003] This printhead is a printhead which employs a
method of bubbling ink near the heater by using the gen-
erated thermal energy, and discharging ink from the noz-
zle to print.
[0004] In order to print at a high speed, heaters (print-
ing elements) mounted in a printhead are desirably con-
currently driven as many as possible to discharge ink at
the same timings. However, due to the limited capacity
of the power supply of a printing apparatus having the
printhead and a voltage drop caused by the resistance
of a wiring line extending from the power supply to the
heater, a current value which can be supplied at once is
limited. For this reason, a time divisional driving method
of time-divisionally driving a plurality of heaters to dis-
charge ink is generally adopted. For example, a plurality
of heaters are divided into a plurality of groups, and time
divisional control is so executed as not to concurrently
drive two or more heaters in each group. This can sup-
press a total electric current flow through heaters and
eliminate the need to supply large power at once.
[0005] Fig. 13 is a circuit diagram showing an example
of the arrangement of a heater driving circuit mounted in
a conventional inkjet printhead.
[0006] The heater driving circuit shown in Fig. 13 is
configured by mounting x heaters in each of m groups
so as to concurrently drive one heater in each group, i.e.,
a total of m heaters, perform this operation x times, and
complete driving of one cycle.
[0007] As shown in Fig. 13, MOS transistors 1102-11
to 1102-mx corresponding to respective heaters 1101-11
to 1101-mx are divided into m groups 1100-1 to 1100-m
which contain the same number of (x) MOS transistors.
More specifically, in the group 1100-1, a power supply
line from a power supply pad 1103 (power source termi-
nal) is commonly connected to the heaters 1101-11 to
1101-1x, and the MOS transistors 1102-11 to 1102-1x
are series-connected to the corresponding heaters
1101-11 to 1101-1x between the power supply pad 1103
and ground (GND) 1104.

[0008] When a control signal is supplied from a control
circuit 1105 to the gates of the MOS transistors 1102-11
to 1102-1x, the MOS transistors 1102-11 to 1102-1x are
turned on so that an electric current can flow from the
power supply line through corresponding heaters and the
heaters 1101-11 to 1101-1x are heated.
[0009] Fig. 14 is a timing chart showing a timing at
which an electric current is sent to drive heaters in each
group of the heater driving circuit shown in Fig. 13. Fig.
14 exemplifies the group 1100-1 in Fig. 13.
[0010] In Fig. 14, control signals VG1 to VGx are timing
signals for driving the first to x-th heaters 1101-11 to
1101-1x belonging to the group 1100-1. More specifical-
ly, the control signals VG1 to VGx represent the wave-
forms of signals input to the control terminals (gates) of
the MOS transistors 1102-11 to 1102-1x of the group
1100-1. A corresponding MOS transistor 1102-1i (i = 1,
x) is turned on for a high-level control signal, and a cor-
responding MOS transistor is turned off for a low-level
control signal. This also applies to the remaining groups
1100-2 to 1100-m. In Fig. 14, Ih1 to Ihx represent current
values flowing through the heaters 1101-11 to 1101-1x.
[0011] In this manner, heaters in each group are se-
quentially and time-divisionally driven by sending an
electric current. The number of heaters driven in each
group by sending an electric current can always be con-
trolled to one or less, and no large electric current need
be supplied to a heater substrate.
[0012] Fig. 15 is a view showing the layout (actual ar-
rangement) of power supply lines connected from the
power supply pad 1103 to the groups 1100-1 to 1100-m
shown in Fig. 13.
[0013] As shown in Fig. 15, power supply lines 1301-1
to 1301-m are individually connected from the power sup-
ply pad 1103 to the respective groups 1100-1 to 1100-
m, and power supply lines 1302-1 to 1302-m are con-
nected to the ground (GND) pad 1104. In a printhead
having m x x heaters (printing elements), time divisional
driving of sequentially driving one printing element in
each group requires m power supply lines and m ground
lines.
[0014] As described above, by keeping the maximum
number of concurrently drivable heaters in each group
to "one", a current value flowing through a wiring line
divided for each group can always be suppressed to be
equal to or smaller than a current flowing through one
heater. Even when a plurality of heaters are concurrently
driven, voltage drop amounts on wiring lines on the heater
substrate can substantially be made constant. At the
same time, even when a plurality of heaters are concur-
rently driven, the amounts of energy applied to respective
heaters can be made almost constant.
[0015] Recently, printing apparatuses require higher
speeds and higher precision, and a mounted printhead
integrates a larger number of nozzles at a higher density.
Heaters are required to be simultaneously driven as
many as possible in view of improving the printing speed.
[0016] A printhead substrate (to be referred to as a
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head substrate hereinafter) which integrates heaters and
their driving circuit is prepared by forming many heaters
and their driving circuit on the same semiconductor sub-
strate. For the purpose of reducing the production cost,
in the manufacturing process, the number of heater sub-
strates formed from one semiconductor wafer must be
increased, and downsizing of the head substrate is also
demanded.
[0017] When, however, the number of concurrently
driven heaters is increased, as described above, the
head substrate requires wiring lines corresponding to the
number of concurrently driven heaters. As the number
of wiring lines increases, the wiring width per wiring line
decreases to increase the wiring resistance when the
area of the head substrate is limited. Further, each wiring
width decreases, and variations in resistance between
wiring lines on the head substrate increase. This problem
occurs also when the head substrate is downsized, and
the wiring resistance and variations in resistance in-
crease. Since heaters and power supply lines are series-
connected to the power supply on the head substrate,
as described above, increases in wiring resistance and
variations in resistance lead an increase in the variation
of a voltage applied to each heater.
[0018] When energy applied to a heater is too small,
ink discharge becomes unstable; when the energy is too
large, the heater durability degrades. In other words, in
a case where the variation of the voltage applied to heat-
ers is large, the heater durability degrades or ink dis-
charge becomes unstable. For this reason, to print with
high quality, energy applied to a heater is desirably con-
stant. Furthermore, it is also desirable to stably apply
appropriate energy in view of the durability.
[0019] In the above-described time divisional driving
where the number of concurrently driven heater is one
or less, the voltage drop can be suppressed within the
head substrate. However, since a wiring line outside the
head substrate is common to a plurality of heaters of
plural groups, the amount of voltage drop on the common
wiring line changes depending on the number of concur-
rently driven heaters. In order to make energy applied to
each heater constant against variations in the above volt-
age drop, energy applied to each heater is conventionally
adjusted by the voltage application time. However, as
the number of concurrently driven heaters increases, a
current flowing through a common wiring line generates
a large amount of voltage drop. As a result, the voltage
applied to a heater decreases. The voltage application
time in heater driving must be prolonged to compensate
for the voltage drop, and this makes it difficult to drive a
heater at a high speed.
[0020] Taking into consideration the above back-
ground and problems to be solved, it is desirable to em-
ploy a method in which a constant electric current is sup-
plied to each heater so that energy to be applied to each
heater is made constant.
[0021] As a method which solves such problems
caused by variations in energy applied to a heater, for

example, Japanese Patent Publication Laid-Open No.
2001-191531 proposes a method of driving a printing el-
ement by a constant current.
[0022] Fig. 16 is a circuit diagram showing a heater
driving circuit disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open
No. 2001-191531.
[0023] In this arrangement, printing elements (R1 to
Rn) are driven by a constant current using constant cur-
rent sources (Trl4 to Tr(n+13)) and switching elements
(Ql to Qn) which are arranged for the respective printing
elements (R1 to Rn).
[0024] The US patent US 5,517,229 discloses a con-
figuration for electrothermal printhead triggering includ-
ing a controllable energy source supplying energy for var-
ious pixels of a printed image to the electrodes of the
printing unit and a switching unit through which the con-
trollable energy source acts upon the electrodes tempo-
rarily connected to the energy source with a voltage or
with a constant current, having a magnitude with a de-
pendency on a temporarily different number of electrodes
for supplying a larger number of electrodes with a higher
voltage or a higher constant current than a lesser number
would be.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0025] Accordingly, the present invention is conceived
as a response to the above-described disadvantages of
the conventional art.
[0026] For example, a printhead substrate, a printhead
integrating the printhead substrate, a head cartridge in-
tegrating the printhead, and a printing apparatus using
the printhead according to various aspects of the present
invention are capable of supplying a predetermined con-
stant current to each printing element to drive it at a high
speed.
[0027] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, preferably, there is provided a printhead substrate
as defined in claim 1.
[0028] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, preferably, there is provided a printhead sub-
strate as defined in claim 4.
[0029] Further developments and/or modifications of
the printhead substrate according to any one of the above
aspects are defined in respective dependent claims.
[0030] According to still another aspect of the present
invention, preferably, there is provided a printhead using
a printhead substrate having the above arrangement, as
defined in claim 9.
[0031] The printhead may desirably include an inkjet
printhead which is adapted to print by discharging ink.
[0032] According to still another aspect of the present
invention, preferably, there is provided a head cartridge
integrating the above inkjet printhead and an ink tank
containing ink to be supplied to the inkjet printhead, as
defined in claim 11.
[0033] According to still another aspect of the present
invention, preferably, there is provided a printing appa-
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ratus for discharging ink into a printing medium for print-
ing by using an inkjet printhead or head cartridge having
the above arrangement, as defined in claim 12.
[0034] The invention according to the above a speeds
is particularly advantageous since generation of a refer-
ence current is controlled using a logic signal from the
printing apparatus main body for an electric current sup-
plied to the printing element, and the same logic signal
as a control signal for selectively driving the printing el-
ements of the printhead by the printing apparatus main
body can be used. No interface circuit associated with
current control need be newly interposed between the
printing apparatus main body and the printhead, sup-
pressing an increase in the cost of the printing apparatus
main body.
[0035] Since the control signal which is supplied ex-
ternally, e.g., from the printing apparatus main body and
used to regulate an electric current is a logic signal, even
an inkjet printhead substrate which suffers large varia-
tions in electric current value upon driving/non-driving of
a heater exhibits a higher noise tolerance to a control
signal and can reduce malfunctions in current regulating
control in comparison with current control using an ana-
log signal. Based on the reference current, a constant
electric current can be supplied to each printing element
to drive it. Constant energy can be applied to the printing
element without regulating the voltage application time,
unlike the conventional case, and printing can be done
at a higher speed.
Further, high-quality printing can be implemented without
any printing error caused by a voltage drop, unlike the
conventional case.
[0036] Other features and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the following description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which like reference characters designate the same or
similar parts throughout the figures thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0037] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of the specification, illus-
trate embodiments of the invention and, together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the inven-
tion.

Fig. 1 is an outer perspective view showing a sche-
matic arrangement around the carriage of an inkjet
printing apparatus as a typical embodiment of the
present invention;
Fig. 2 is an outer perspective view showing the de-
tailed arrangement of an inkjet cartridge IJC;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing part of the three-
dimensional structure of a printhead IJHC which dis-
charges ink;
Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing the control arrange-
ment of the printing apparatus shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a circuit diagram showing the arrangement

of a head substrate integrated in a printhead IJH ac-
cording to a first embodiment;
Fig. 6 is a circuit diagram showing an arrangement
of a head substrate having (x x m) heaters which are
time-divisionally driven at x-timings in unit of m sub-
stantially concurrently drivable heaters;
Fig. 7 is a timing chart showing a time-divisional driv-
ing sequence for one period;
Fig. 8 is a circuit diagram showing an arrangement
of the voltage conversion circuit 1108-11 used for
driving a single heater;
Fig. 9 is a timing chart showing signals supplied to
the head substrate shown in Fig. 5;
Fig. 10 is a circuit diagram showing the arrangement
of a head substrate according to a second embodi-
ment;
Fig. 11 is a circuit diagram showing the arrangement
of a head substrate integrated in a printhead IJH ac-
cording to a first comparative example;
Fig. 12 is a circuit diagram showing the arrangement
of a head substrate according to a second compar-
ative example;
Fig. 13 is a circuit diagram showing an example of
the arrangement of a heater driving circuit mounted
in a conventional inkjet printhead;
Fig. 14 is a timing chart showing a timing at which
an electric current is sent to drive heaters in each
group of the heater driving circuit shown in Fig. 13;
Fig. 15 is a view showing the layout of power supply
lines connected from a power supply pad 1103 to
groups 1100-1 to 1100-m shown in Fig. 13; and
Fig. 16 is a circuit diagram showing a heater driving
circuit according to the conventional art.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0038] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion as well as comparative examples not covered by the
present invention will now be described in accordance
with the accompanying drawings.
[0039] In this specification, the terms "print" and "print-
ing" not only include the formation of significant informa-
tion such as characters and graphics, but also broadly
includes the formation of images, figures, patterns, and
the like on a print medium, or the processing of the me-
dium, regardless of whether they are significant or insig-
nificant and whether they are so visualized as to be vis-
ually perceivable by humans.
[0040] Also, the term "print medium" not only includes
a paper sheet used in common printing apparatuses, but
also broadly includes materials, such as cloth, a plastic
film, a metal plate, glass, ceramics, wood, and leather,
capable of accepting ink.
[0041] Furthermore, the term "ink" (to be also referred
to as a "liquid" hereinafter) should be extensively inter-
preted similar to the definition of "print" described above.
That is, "ink" includes a liquid which, when applied onto
a print medium, can form images, figures, patterns, and
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the like, can process the print medium, and can process
ink (e.g., can solidify or insolubilize a coloring agent con-
tained in ink applied to the print medium).
[0042] Furthermore, unless otherwise stated, the term
"nozzle" generally means a set of a discharge orifice, a
liquid channel connected to the orifice and an element
to generate energy utilized for ink discharge.
[0043] The following printhead substrate (head sub-
strate) means not only a base merely made of a silicon
semiconductor but also a base having elements, wiring
lines, and the like.
[0044] Furthermore, the term "on a substrate" means
not only "on a head substrate", but also "the surface of
a head substrate" or "inside a head substrate near the
surface". The term "built-in" in the present invention does
not represent that each separate element is arranged as
a separate member on a substrate surface, but repre-
sents that each element is integrally formed and manu-
factured on a head substrate by a semiconductor circuit
manufacturing process or the like.
[0045] The term "constant electric current" and "con-
stant electric current source" means a predetermined
constant electric current to be supplied to a printing ele-
ment regardless of a variation on a number of concur-
rently driven printing element(s) or the like and an electric
current source which supplies the electric current. The
value of the electric current which is expected to be con-
stant also includes a case where it is variably set to a
predetermined electric current value.

<Brief Description of Apparatus Main Unit (Fig. 1)>

[0046] Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the outer
appearance of an inkjet printing apparatus as a typical
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to Fig.
1, a carriage HC engages with a spiral groove 5004 of a
lead screw 5005, which rotates via driving force trans-
mission gears 5009 to 5011 upon forward/reverse rota-
tion of a driving motor 5013. The carriage HC has a pin
(not shown), and is reciprocally scanned in the directions
of arrows a and b in Fig. 1. An inkjet cartridge IJC which
incorporates an inkjet printhead IJH (hereinafter referred
to as "printhead") and an ink tank IT for containing ink is
mounted on the carriage HC.
[0047] The inkjet cartridge IJC integrally includes the
printhead IJH and the ink tank IT.
[0048] Reference numeral 5002 denotes a sheet
pressing plate, which presses a paper sheet against a
platen 5000, ranging from one end to the other end of
the scanning path of the carriage. Reference numerals
5007 and 5008 denote photocouplers which serve as a
home position detector. Reference numeral 5016 de-
notes a member for supporting a cap member 5022,
which caps the front surface of the printing head IJH; and
5015, a suction device for sucking ink residue through
the interior of the cap member. The suction device 5015
performs suction recovery of the printing head via an
opening 5023 of the cap member 5015. Reference nu-

meral 5017 denotes a cleaning blade; 5019, a member
which allows the blade to be movable in the back-and-
forth direction of the blade. These members are support-
ed on a main unit support plate 5018.
[0049] The capping, cleaning, and suction recovery
operations are performed at their corresponding posi-
tions upon operation of the lead screw 5005 when the
carriage reaches the home-position side region. Howev-
er, the present invention is not limited to this arrangement
as long as desired operations are performed at known
timings.
[0050] Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing a detailed
outer appearance of the configuration of an inkjet car-
tridge IJC.
[0051] As shown in Fig. 2, the inkjet cartridge IJC is
comprised of a cartridge IJCK that discharges black ink
and a cartridge IJCC that discharges three colors of ink,
cyan (C), magenta (M) and yellow (Y). These two car-
tridges are mutually separable, with each being inde-
pendently detachably mounted on the carriage HC.
[0052] The cartridge IJCK is comprised of an ink tank
ITK that contains black ink and a printhead IJHK that
prints by discharging black ink, combined in an integrated
structure. Similarly, the cartridge IJCC is comprise of an
ink tank ITC that contains ink of three colors, cyan (C),
magenta (M) and yellow (Y), and a printhead IJHC that
prints by discharging ink of these colors, combined in an
integrated structure. Note that it is assumed that the car-
tridge in this embodiment is a cartridge in which ink is
filled in the ink tank.
[0053] The cartridges IJCK and IJCC are not limited
to the integrated-type, and the ink tank and printhead
may be separable.
[0054] The printhead IJH is used to generally refer to
the printheads IJHK and IJHC together.
[0055] Further, as can be appreciated from Fig. 2, an
array of nozzles that discharges black ink, an array of
nozzles that discharges cyan ink, an array of nozzles that
discharges magenta ink and an array of nozzles that dis-
charges yellow ink are aligned in a direction of movement
of the carriage, the arrayed direction of the nozzles being
disposed diagonal to the carriage movement direction.
[0056] Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing part of a
three-dimensional structure of a printhead that discharg-
es ink.
[0057] Fig. 3 exemplifies two nozzles which receive
cyan (C) ink and discharge ink droplets. The number of
nozzles is generally much larger, and this structure also
applies to the remaining color inks.
[0058] The printhead IJHC has an ink channel 2C that
supplies cyan (C) ink, an ink channel (not shown) that
supplies magenta (M) ink, and an ink channel (not shown)
that supplies yellow (Y) ink.
[0059] Particularly, Fig. 3 reveals the flow of cyan (C)
ink supplied from the ink tank ITC.
[0060] As shown in Fig. 3, the ink flow path 301C is
provided in correspondence to electrothermal transduc-
ers (heaters) 401. The cyan ink that pass through the ink

7 8 



EP 1 753 624 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

flow path 301C is led to electrothermal transducers (that
is, heaters) 401 provided on the substrate. Then, when
the electrothermal transducers (heaters) 401 are activat-
ed via circuits to be described later, the ink on the elec-
trothermal transducers (heaters) 401 is heated, the ink
boils, and, as a result, ink droplet 900C is discharged
from the orifice 302C by the bubble that arises.
[0061] In the arrangement shown in Fig. 3, the ink or-
ifice 302C, ink channel 2C, and ink flow path 301C are
arranged in a straight line. Alternatively, a socalled side-
shooter type arrangement may be employed in which the
orifice 302 is arranged opposite to the electrothermal
transducers (heaters) 401.
[0062] It should be noted that, in Fig. 3, reference nu-
meral 1 denotes a printhead substrate (hereinafter re-
ferred to as "head substrate") on which are formed elec-
trothermal transducers and the variety of circuits that
drive the electrothermal transducers to be described lat-
er, a memory, a variety of pads that form the electrical
contacts with the carriage HC, and a variety of signal
wires.
[0063] Moreover, one electrothermal transducer
(heater), and the MOS-FET that drives it are together
called a printing element, with a plurality of printing ele-
ments called a printing element portion.
[0064] Note that although Fig. 3 is a diagram showing
a three-dimensional structure of a printhead IJHC that
discharges one color ink (cyan ink) among a plurality of
color inks, the structure is the same as that of the print-
head that discharges the remaining color inks.
[0065] Next, a description is given of the control con-
figuration for executing print control of the printing appa-
ratus described above.
[0066] Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing the arrange-
ment of a control circuit of the printing apparatus.
[0067] Referring to Fig. 4 showing the control circuit,
reference numeral 1700 denotes an interface for input-
ting a printing signal; 1701, an MPU; 1702, a ROM for
storing a control program executed by the MPU 1701;
and 1703, a DRAM for storing various data (the printing
signal, printing data supplied to the printhead, and the
like). Reference numeral 1704 denotes a gate array
(G.A.) for performing supply control of printing data to
the printhead IJH. The gate array 1704 also performs
data transfer control among the interface 1700, the MPU
1701, and the RAM 1703.
[0068] Reference numeral 1709 denotes a convey-
ance motor (not shown in Fig. 1) for conveying a printing
sheet P. Reference numeral 1706 denotes a motor driver
for driving the conveyance motor 1709, and reference
numeral 1707 denotes a motor driver for driving the car-
riage motor 5013.
[0069] This head driver also outputs a signal (analog
signal or logic signal) which serves as a control signal
for making a constant electric current value to be supplied
to a heater of the printhead IJH variable.
[0070] The operation of the above control arrangement
will be described next. When a printing signal is input to

the interface 1700, the printing signal is converted into
printing data for a printing operation between the gate
array 1704 and the MPU 1701. The motor drivers 1706
and 1707 are driven, and the printhead IJH is driven in
accordance with the printing data supplied to the carriage
HC, thus printing an image on the printing paper P.
[0071] The embodiment uses printheads having the
arrangement as shown in Fig. 2, and they are controlled
so that printing by the printhead IJHK and printing by the
printhead IJHC do not overlap each other in each scan-
ning of the carriage. In color printing, the printheads IJHK
and IJHC are alternately driven in each scanning. For
example, when the carriage reciprocally scans, the print-
heads IJHK and IJHC are so controlled as to drive the
printhead IJHK in forward scan and the printhead IJHC
in backward scan. Driving control of the printheads is not
limited to this, and printing operation may be done in only
forward scan and the printheads IJHK and IJHC may be
driven in two forward scan operations without conveying
the printing sheet P.
[0072] Several embodiment and comparative exam-
ples on the arrangement and operation of the head sub-
strate integrated in the printhead IJH will be explained.
[0073] Several embodiments and comparative exam-
ples will be described for the arrangement and operation
of the head substrate integrated in the printhead IJH.

<First Embodiment>

[0074] Fig. 5 is a circuit diagram showing an example
of the arrangement of a head substrate integrated in a
printhead IJH.
[0075] As shown in Fig. 5, the circuit of the head sub-
strate is mainly comprised of a reference voltage circuit
101, current regulating circuit 102, reference current cir-
cuit 103, and constant electric current source block 104.
[0076] As also described in the conventional case, the
first embodiment will explain about driving of a printhead
having a total number of (x x m) heaters divided into m
groups each having x heaters. The same reference nu-
merals as those described in Fig. 13 of the conventional
case denote the same building components, and a de-
scription thereof will be omitted.
[0077] In Fig. 5, the reference voltage circuit 101 gen-
erates the reference voltage (Vref) of the current regu-
lating circuit 102. The reference voltage source is desir-
ably an voltage source which outputs a stable voltage
against changes in power supply voltage and tempera-
ture. For example, if the voltage source is a reference
power source which uses the bandgap voltage, it is pos-
sible to provide a stable voltage against changes in power
supply voltage and temperature. Since this reference
power source uses a unique voltage based on charac-
teristics of a semiconductor, it is hardly influenced by
manufacturing variations.
[0078] The operation of the current regulating circuit
102 will be explained.
[0079] The current regulating circuit 102 generates a
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variable current output corresponding to digital input data
on the basis of the reference voltage (Vref) serving as
an output from the reference voltage circuit 101.
[0080] In the first embodiment, the basic voltage con-
version arrangement adopts a digital-to-analog conver-
sion circuit formed from an R-2R resistor array of a re-
sistance value (R) and double the resistance value (2R)
(details of which will be described later). However, the
same effects can also be obtained by the arrangement
of another digital-to-analog conversion circuit.
[0081] Note that the circuit arrangement according to
this embodiment is desirable in view of a small circuit
scale and high accuracy since it is composed of resistors
and switching transistors.
[0082] The current regulating circuit 102 comprises
two blocks: a serial-parallel conversion circuit made up
of shift registers (S/Rs) 102a and latch circuits (Latches)
102b; and a variable current circuit made up of R-2R
resistor arrays and MOS transistors.
[0083] The serial-parallel conversion circuit is formed
from the shift registers (S/Rs) 102a which receive a data
signal (DATA) from the external printing apparatus main
body in synchronism with a clock signal (CLK), and the
latch circuits (Latches) 102b which receive signals from
the shift registers (S/Rs) 102a, which receives serially
input signals, in synchronism with a latch signal (LT). The
serial-parallel conversion circuit comprises n shift regis-
ters and n latch circuits in correspondence with the
number of bits of a signal processed by the variable cur-
rent circuit. The serial-parallel conversion circuit converts
arbitrary serial input data into parallel data as latch out-
puts, and outputs the latch outputs to the variable current
circuit.
[0084] The variable current circuit is formed from re-
sistors and MOS transistors serving as switches. In this
case, (n + 1) resistors ral to ran+1 having a resistance
value "R" are series-connected to each other with a
ground terminal (GND) as one terminal. To the contrary,
one terminal of each of resistors rb1 to rbn having a re-
sistance value "2R" double the resistance value of the
resistors ra1 to ran+1 is connected to a corresponding one
of the nodes of the resistors ra1 to ran, and the other ter-
minal is connected to both the source of a corresponding
one of MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na and the source
of a corresponding one of MOS transistors 102-1b to 102-
nb.
[0085] The drains of the MOS transistors 102-1a to
102-na and 102-1b to 102-nb are respectively connected
to a reference current output terminal (Iref) and reference
voltage (Vref). The gates of the MOS transistors 102-1a
to 102-na receive digital signals from the latch circuits
102b, whereas the gates of the MOS transistors 102-1b
to 102-nb which are paired with the MOS transistors
102-1a to 102-na receive outputs prepared by inverting
signals from the latch circuits 102b by inverters 102c.
[0086] The MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na and
102-1b to 102-nb function as switches which close/open
their source-drain paths, and are controlled by digital sig-

nals from the latch circuits 102b.
[0087] An operational amplifier 102d has a non-invert-
ing input terminal (+) connected to the reference voltage
(Vref) and the drains of the MOS transistors 102-1b to
102-nb, and an inverting input terminal (-) connected to
the drain terminals of the MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-
na and the source of an output MOS transistor 102e. The
output of the operational amplifier 102d is connected to
the gate of the output MOS transistor 102e. The drain of
the MOS transistor 102e serves as the output terminal
of the electric current (Iref), and the electric current (Iref)
is output to the reference current circuit 103.
[0088] The inverting input terminal (-) of the operational
amplifier 102d receives a source output from the output
MOS transistor 102e so as to make the signal potential
of the inverting input terminal (-) equal to the reference
voltage (Vref) input to the non-inverting input terminal
(+). An output from the operational amplifier 102d is input
to the gate of the output MOS transistor 102e to control
the source output of the output MOS transistor 102e. As
a result, the reference voltage (Vref) is also applied to
the drains of the MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na con-
nected to the inverting input terminal (-) of the operational
amplifier 102d.
[0089] On the other hand, the reference voltage (Vref)
is input to the drains of the MOS transistors 102-1b to
102-nb. As shown in Fig. 5, the MOS transistors 102-1a
to 102-na and 102-1b to 102-nb are respectively paired,
the gates of each pair of the MOS transistors are con-
nected via the inverter 102c, and either MOS transistor
of each of the MOS transistor pairs respectively connect-
ed to the resistors rb1 to rbn is always ON.
[0090] Assuming that the resistances between the
sources and drains when the MOS transistors 102-1a to
102-na and 102-1b to 102-nb are ON are negligible com-
pared to the resistance values (2R) of the resistors rb1 to
rbn, the reference voltage (Vref) is always applied to the
terminals of the resistors rb1 to rbn on one side via the
MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na or 102-1b to 102-nb.
[0091] Currents I1 to In flowing through the resistors
rb1 to rbn are I1 = Vref/(2 x R), I2 = Vref/(2 x 2 x R),...,
and In = Vref/(2n x R).
[0092] Of the MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na, MOS
transistors corresponding to ON signals among digital
input signals output a sum of corresponding electric cur-
rents out of the electric currents I1 to In to a current output
terminal (Iout).
[0093] Since the electric currents I1 to In are weighted
by 1/2 each, as described above, an electric current hav-
ing 2n values can be output from the current output ter-
minal (Iout) in accordance with arbitrary digital signals
input to the MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na. In other
words, the output reference current (Iref) can be changed
in 2n steps within the range of 0 to Vref/R.
[0094] By connecting a resistor Roff of a resistance
value (R1) between the source of the MOS transistor
102e and GND, Vref can be applied across the resistor
Roff to always supply an electric current Vref/R1. The
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offset Vref/R1 can be added to the variable range of the
electric current, and the variable range of the reference
current (Iref) can be set to Vref/R1 to Vref/R1 + Vref/R.
[0095] As is apparent from Fig. 5, the reference current
(Iref) and constant electric current sources 106-1 to 106-
m form current mirror circuits, and the constant electric
current sources 106-1 to 106-m output constant electric
currents Ih1 to Ihm proportional to the reference current
(Iref) on the basis of the reference current (Iref).
[0096] As described with reference to Fig. 13 of the
conventional case, the constant electric current source
block 104 comprises (x x m) heaters 1101-11 to 1101-
mx, (x x m) switching elements (MOS transistors)
1102-11 to 1102-mx, and it further comprises the m elec-
tric current sources (constant electric current sources)
106-1 to 106-m corresponding to respective groups in
this embodiment. These electric current sources change
the value of an electric current to be supplied to heaters
by changing the reference current. However, once the
value is set, the set value is made constant regardless
of the number of concurrently driven heater(s). There-
fore, these electric current source are called "constant
electric current sources".
[0097] As described with reference to Fig. 13, each
switching element 1102-11 to 1102-mx controls supply/
stop of an electric current to each element by a control
signal from a control circuit (not shown) in accordance
with an image signal used for printing. In this embodi-
ment, each electrothermal transducer (heater) 1101-11
to 1101mx and each switching element 1102-11 to
1102mx in each group are series-connected, and these
switching elements in each group are commonly con-
nected to a corresponding one of the constant electric
current source 106-1 to 106-m via a common connection
wiring. The electrotheremal transducers are commonly
connected to a power supply line VH (higher potential
wiring side), GND terminals of the constant electric cur-
rent sources 106-1 to 106-m are commonly connected
to a ground line (lower potential wiring side).
[0098] By ON/OFF-controlling switching elements in
each group in accordance with a control signal, the output
currents Ih1 to Ihm are supplied to desired heaters from
the constant electric current sources 106-1 to 106-m cor-
responding to the respective groups.
[0099] In Fig. 5, a MOS transistor is used as a switching
element 1102-11 to 1102mx, and the gate terminal is
connected to the control circuit, as described in the con-
ventional case with reference to Fig. 13. Switching be-
tween the drain and source of the MOS transistor is con-
trolled by a control signal from the circuit.
[0100] The arrangement where a heater and switching
element which are series-connected are connected to a
power supply line having a higher potential, and constant
electric current sources are connected to a GND line hav-
ing a lower potential can attain the following advantage.
[0101] More specifically, when the switching element
1102-ij (1=1,m; j=1,x) is OFF (open), the power voltage
is not applied to a drain of the MOS transistor 106-i

(i=1,m) used as a constant electric current source. On
the other hand, when the switching element 1102-ij
(i=1,m; j=1,x) is ON (closed), a high voltage is not applied
to the drain of the MOS transistor 106-i (i=1,m) used as
a constant electric current source due to the voltage drop
since an electric current flows through a heater 1101-ij
(i=1,m: j=1,x).
[0102] For this reason, a relatively poor-voltage-toler-
ant MOS transistor can be used as the MOS transistor
serving as the constant electric current source, while a
relatively high-voltage-tolerant MOS transistor must be
used as the MOS transistor serving as the switching el-
ement. In other words, a simple structure MOS transistor
produced from manufacturing process without any spe-
cial process for enhancing a tolerance to a voltage is
utilized for a MOS transistor serving as a constant electric
current source.
[0103] The use of such MOS transistors contributes to
reducing characteristic variations between the MOS tran-
sistors serving as constant electric current sources. This
results in effectively reducing a variation of an output cur-
rent.
[0104] According to an arrangement of the present in-
vention, a constant electric current source and switching
element are composed of separate transistors. Thus, the
influence of the switching operation on a constant electric
current is effectively suppressed.
[0105] Furthermore, according to the arrangement, a
MOS transistor serving as a constant electric current
source can be a low-voltage tolerant transistor as dis-
cussed above. Thus, the influence of the variation be-
tween the constant electric current sources is minimized.
[0106] Note that a MOS transistor operable in a satu-
rated region where a variation of a drain current is smaller
than that of a drain voltage may preferably be used as
the constant electric current sources 106-1 to 106-m.
[0107] An arrangement where an ON(close)/OFF
(open) control of an electric current flowing through a
switching element and a heater in accordance with an
image signal used for printing will be described here.
[0108] Fig. 6 is a circuit diagram showing an arrange-
ment of a head substrate having (x x m) heaters which
are time-divisionally driven at x-timings in unit of m sub-
stantially concurrently drivable heaters.
[0109] Fig. 6 particularly shows a specific example of
an arrangement of a drive circuit of performing matrix
drive by selecting any desired heater from a logical prod-
uct (AND) of an output of a register storing M-bit data
and X selection signals for concurrent driving unit. Note
that, in Fig. 6, the same reference numerals as those
described in the above denote the same building com-
ponents, and a description thereof will be omitted.
[0110] In Fig. 6, numeral 1103-11 and 1104-11 denote
first and second AND circuits for performing a logical
product from logical signal inputs, respectively, and nu-
meral 1105 denotes a Y to X decoder for decoding Y-bit
control signals for concurrent driving unit selection sup-
plied from a printing apparatus main body and selecting
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one of X concurrent driving unit selection signal lines
1107. Numeral 1106 denotes a Y-bit shift register (S/R)
and Y-bit latch circuit for inputting Y-bit control signals
(DATA) for concurrent driving unit selection serially trans-
ferred from the printing apparatus main body in synchro-
nism with a clock signal (CLK) and latching these signals
in synchronism with a latch signal (LT). Numeral 1108-11
denotes a voltage conversion circuit for converting a logic
signal voltage into a voltage suitable to driving a gate of
the MOS transistor 1102-11.
[0111] Note that the circuit arrangement shown in Fig.
6 includes (x x m) first AND circuits, (x x m) second AND
circuits, and (x x m) voltage conversion circuits corre-
sponding to (x x m) heaters and (x x m) switching ele-
ments (MOS transistors). To refer to any of the respective
elements, we use the following generic reference sym-
bols in harmony with the circuit arrangement described
below: 1103-ij (i=1,x; j=1,m) for the first AND circuit; 1104-
ij (i=1,x; j=1,m) for the second AND circuit; and 1108-ij
(i=1,x; j=1,m) for the voltage conversion circuit.
[0112] As shown in Fig. 6, (x x m) heaters, (x x m)
switching elements, (x x m) first AND circuits, (x x m)
second AND circuits, and (x x m) voltage conversion cir-
cuits are grouped into m groups 1200-1 to 1200-m, each
containing x heaters, x switching elements, x first AND
circuits, x second AND circuits, and x voltage conversion
circuits. Each group also contains a single constant elec-
tric current source 106-i (i=1,m).
[0113] Numeral 1201 denotes a M-bit shift register
(S/R) and M-bit latch circuit for inputting M-bit image sig-
nals for printing (DATA) serially transferred from the print-
ing apparatus main body in synchronism with a clock
signal (CLK) supplied from the printing apparatus main
body and latching these serially input signals in synchro-
nism with a latch signal (LT). M data signal lines 1202
come out from the M-bit shift register (S/R) and M-bit
latch circuit 1201.
[0114] Each of X concurrent driving unit selection sig-
nal lines 1107 are connected to one input of one of X
second AND circuits in each group. The other inputs of
X second AND circuits are commonly connected within
the same group, and one of M data signal lines 1202 is
connected to the commonly connected line.
[0115] The operation of the circuit shown in Fig. 6 will
be described in reference to a timing chart shown in Fig. 7.
[0116] Fig. 7 is a timing chart showing a time-divisional
driving sequence for one period. During this period, each
one of the (x x m) heaters is selected at most once. The
time interval between one selection and the next selec-
tion for the same heater is defined as a period.
[0117] According to the time chart, M-bit image data
is serially transferred as a data signal (DATA) to the M-
bit shift register (S/R) and M-bit latch circuit 1201 in syn-
chronism with a clock signal (CLK). When the latch signal
(LT) is at a high level "H", the serially input signals are
latched, and then these signals are outputted to the M
data signal lines 1202. Such a signal output timing to the
M data signal lines 1202 is represented as "DATAOUT"

in Fig. 7. Signal levels in the M data signal lines 1202
become "H" in accordance with the M-bit image data.
[0118] Likewise, Y-bit control signals for concurrent
driving unit selection is serially transferred as a data sig-
nal (DATA) to the Y-bit shift register (S/R) and M-bit latch
circuit 1106 in synchronism with a clock signal (CLK).
When the latch signal (LT) is at a high level "H", the se-
rially input signals are latched, and then these signals
are outputted to the Y to X decoder 1105.
[0119] A timing when the Y to X decoder 1105 outputs
the decoded signal to X concurrent driving unit selection
signal lines 1107 corresponds to an enable signal (BE)
for selecting a concurrently drivable unit in Fig. 7. One
of the X concurrent driving unit selection signal lines 1107
is selected by the Y-bit control signals for concurrent driv-
ing unit selection, and then the signal level of the selected
line becomes "H".
[0120] The above operation results in selecting one
heater which corresponds to both "H" at DATAOUT and
"H" of the signal level of the selected line.
[0121] When a HE signal becomes "H", an electric cur-
rent (I) flows through the selected heater. Then, the heat-
er is driven.
[0122] By repeating the above operation x times, (x x
m) heaters are time-divisionally driven at x-timings in unit
of m heaters. In this way, all heaters are selected and
driven in accordance with image data.
[0123] In other words, (x x m) heaters are grouped into
m groups, each containing x heaters, one period is divid-
ed into x sub-periods so that two or more heaters within
the same group are not concurrently driven, and at most
M heaters, each belonging to a different group, are con-
currently driven during one sub-period.
[0124] As shown in Fig. 6, a single constant electric
current source 106-i (i=1,m) is provided to each group.
This means that a number of concurrently drivable heat-
ers within one group is "one".
[0125] Fig. 8 is a circuit diagram showing an arrange-
ment of the voltage conversion circuit 1108-11 used for
driving a single heater.
[0126] In Fig. 8, numeral 1151 denotes a voltage sup-
ply circuit for generating a voltage between a power sup-
ply line VH of the heater 1101-11 and a power supply
line 1140 to the voltage conversion circuit 1108-11. The
voltage supply circuit 1151 supplies a voltage common
to a plurality of voltage conversion circuit 1108-ij (i=1,x;
j=1,m). Numerals 1152, 1153 denote resistors; 1154: an
n-MOS transistor; and 1155: a resistor connected to a
source of the n-MOS transistor 1154. The n-MOS tran-
sistor 1154 and resistor 1155 form a source-follower type
of buffer.
[0127] The ratio of partial potential of the resistor 152
to the resistor 153 creates any desired potential from the
power supply line VH, the created potential is applied to
the source-follower type of buffer composed of the n-
MOS transistor 1154 and the resistor 1155, and the out-
put from the source-follower circuit is finally applied to
the voltage conversion circuit 1108-11.
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[0128] Thus, according to this arrangement, a voltage
suitable to the voltage conversion circuit is generated
without providing any other power source.
[0129] Note that numerals 1134-1139 denote MOS
transistors, and numeral 1132 and 1133 denote invertors.
[0130] On the head substrate shown in Fig. 5, an elec-
tric current can also be supplied from the reference cur-
rent circuit 103 to three electric current source blocks
104a, 104b, and 104c having the same arrangement as
that of the constant electric current source block 104.
The electric current is supplied in accordance with the
current mirror ratio of current mirror circuits formed in the
reference current circuit 103.
[0131] Even in a case where a power supply voltage
in the reference current circuit 103 shown in Figs. 5, 10
and 11 is different from that in the constant electric current
block 104 shown in Figs. 5, 10 and 11, it is not necessary
to provide an additional power source if a source follower
output from the voltage supply circuit 151 shown in Fig.
8 is supplied as a power supply for the reference current
circuit 103.
[0132] The arrangement shown in Fig. 5 can supply
an electric current to the four constant electric current
source blocks. The (x x m) heaters in these groups may
be made to correspond to four nozzle arrays for discharg-
ing ink of the same color or four nozzle arrays for dis-
charging inks of different colors.
[0133] The operation of the current regulating circuit
102 will be explained with reference to the timing chart
of various input signals.
[0134] Fig. 9 is a timing chart showing various signals
input to the current regulating circuit 102.
[0135] Fig. 9 shows the input waveforms of a clock
signal (CLK), data signal (DATA), and latch signal (LT).
The timing chart represents the timings of one sequence
for setting once a predetermined electric current value
flowing through the heater.
[0136] In Fig. 9, serial data of n bits (D1, D2, D3,...,
and Dn) are input by the data signal (DATA) in synchro-
nism with the leading edge of the clock signal (CLK). The
n-bit data signal (DATA) is input to the shift register in
synchronism with n leading edges of the clock signal
(CLK). When the latch signal (LT) changes to "H", the
input data signal (DATA) of the n-bit data stored in the
shift register is latched by the latch circuit, and the n-bit
data is simultaneously output to the MOS transistors
102-1a to 102-na of the current regulating circuit 102.
[0137] The current regulating circuit 102 ON/OFF-con-
trols the n MOS transistors 102-1a to 102-na in accord-
ance with the n-bit data. An electric current obtained by
adding a weighted electric current value output from a
MOS transistor selected by the n-bit data serves as the
reference current (Iref). The reference current is set once
during a single sequence until the latch signal (LT) chang-
es to "H" after the clock signal (CLK) and data signal
(DATA) are input. The reference current value can be
changed to a predetermined electric current value by in-
putting data corresponding to a desired electric current

value and repeating the sequence.
[0138] As described above, the reference current (Iref)
and constant electric current sources 106-1 to 106-m
form current mirror circuits via the reference current cir-
cuit 103. The constant electric current sources 106-1 to
106-m respectively output the constant electric currents
Ih1 to Ihm proportional to the reference current (Iref) on
the basis of the reference current (Iref).
[0139] Printing is done by driving the (x x m) heaters
of the electric current source block 104 via the switching
elements (MOS transistors) which control supply/stop of
an electric current in accordance with a control signal
and printing signal from the control circuit of the printing
apparatus main body.
[0140] According to the first embodiment described
above, the electric current values Ih1 to Ihm supplied to
heaters can be adjusted to a predetermined constant
electric current value on the basis of information on the
clock signal (CLK), data signal (DATA), and latch signal
(LT) serving as logic signals input from the input terminal.

<Second Embodiment>

[0141] Fig. 10 is a circuit diagram showing the arrange-
ment of a head substrate according to the second em-
bodiment. In Fig. 10, the same reference numerals and
same reference symbols as those described in Fig. 5 and
the conventional case denote the same building compo-
nents and signal lines, and a description thereof will be
omitted.
[0142] The head substrate according to the second
embodiment is mainly comprised of a voltage regulating
circuit 201, voltage-to-current conversion circuit 202, ref-
erence current circuit 103, and constant electric current
source block 104.
[0143] As is apparent from a comparison between this
circuit and the circuit arrangement shown in Fig. 5, the
second embodiment adopts a circuit arrangement in
which a D/A converter modulates a voltage based on a
reference voltage such as a bandgap voltage, while ac-
cording to the arrangement shown in Fig. 5, a ladder cir-
cuit, comprised of the above-described (R-2R) resistor
array serving as a D/A converter, modulates an electric
current value, utilizing a constant voltage (Vref).
[0144] The value of the output voltage of the voltage
regulating circuit 201 including a digital-to-analog con-
version circuit (D/A converter) is controlled in accordance
with input logic signals (clock signal (CLK), data signal
(DATA), and latch signal (LT)), similar to the first embod-
iment. The voltage is applied to a resistor 202-2 via an
operational amplifier 202-1 of the voltage-to-current con-
version circuit 202.
[0145] Letting Vdac be the output voltage of the voltage
regulating circuit 201 and Rref be the resistance value
of the resistor 202-2, the reference current (Iref) is Iref =
Vdac/Rref.
[0146] When the output voltage of the voltage regulat-
ing circuit has 2n levels in accordance with a logic signal
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of n-bit data, as described in the first embodiment, the
reference current (Iref) can also have 2n levels.
[0147] According to the second embodiment, the cur-
rent can be changed by the voltage regulating circuit and
voltage-to-current conversion circuit on the basis of an
input logic signal, and an electric current supplied to a
printing element (heater) can be regulated, similar to the
first embodiment.

<First Comparative Example>

[0148] Fig. 11 is a circuit diagram showing the arrange-
ment of a head substrate 1 integrated in a printhead IJH.
[0149] In Fig. 11, the same reference numerals as
those described in the first and second embodiments de-
note the same building components, and a description
thereof will be omitted. A circuit arrangement including a
VH wiring, electrothermal transducers (heater elements)
1101-11 to 1101-mx, switching elements 1102-11 to
1102-mx, constant electric current sources 106-1 to 106-
m, and a GND wiring in this example is the same as that
described in the first embodiment.
[0150] The head substrate shown in Fig. 11 is com-
prised of an electric current source block 104’ which sup-
plies an electric current to heaters, and a reference cur-
rent circuit 103’ which generates an electric current serv-
ing as the reference current of the electric current source
block.
[0151] A control terminal 113 of the reference current
circuit 103’ is connected to a terminal on the reference
current (Iref) side in a current mirror circuit formed in the
reference current circuit 103’. An electric current output
from the current mirror circuit of the reference current
circuit 103’ serves as the reference current of the electric
current source block 104’. The control terminal 113 of
the current mirror circuit of the reference current circuit
103’ receives an electric current from the outside of a
printhead IJH (i.e., from a printing apparatus). The elec-
tric current output from the current mirror circuit of the
reference current circuit 103’ changes depending on an
electric current value input from the outside of the heater.
[0152] Note that an electric current is supplied to the
control terminal 113 from the outside of the printhead
according to the present example, but may be input from
the printhead IJH or another circuit on the head substrate
other than a case where the electric current is supplied
from the outside of the printing apparatus or the like. In
this case, the control terminal does not have a terminal
shape but includes a mere wiring line.
[0153] Together with constant electric current sources
106-1’ to 106-m’ corresponding to m groups each formed
from x heaters, the electric current source block 104’ con-
stitutes current mirror circuits which use an electric cur-
rent output from the reference current circuit 103’ as a
reference. Electric currents Ih1 to Ihm output from the
constant electric current sources 106-1’ to 106-m’ de-
pend on an electric current output from the reference
current circuit 103’.

[0154] As described with reference to Fig. 13 of the
conventional case, the electric current source block 104’
comprises m groups each formed from x heaters, i.e., (x
x m) heaters 1101-11 to 1101-mx, switching elements
(MOS transistors) 1102-11 to 1102-mx equal in number
to the heaters 1101-11 to 1101-mx, and the constant
electric current sources 106-1’ to 106-m’ provided to the
respective m groups. The switching elements 1102-11
to 1102-mx control supply/stop of an electric current be-
tween the terminals in accordance with a control signal
and printing signal supplied from the control circuit of the
printing apparatus main body.
[0155] As shown in Fig. 11, the output terminals of the
constant electric current sources 106-1’ to 106-m’ ar-
ranged for m groups 1100-1 to 1100-m are respectively
connected to the common connection terminals of the
groups in each of which x heaters and x switching ele-
ments are series-connected to each other. In controlling
an electric current sent to each heater, the electric cur-
rents Ih1 to Ihm output from the constant electric current
sources 106-1’ to 106-m’ arranged for the respective
groups can be input to desired heaters by switching the
switching elements 1102-i1 to 1102-ix (i = 1, m) of each
group in accordance with a control signal (not shown).
[0156] On the head substrate shown in Fig. 11, an elec-
tric current can also be supplied from the reference cur-
rent circuit 103’ to three electric current source blocks
104a’, 104b’, and 104c’ having the same arrangement
as that of the electric current source block 104’. The elec-
tric current is supplied in accordance with the current
mirror ratio of current mirror circuits formed in the refer-
ence current circuit 103’.
[0157] The arrangement shown in Fig. 11 can supply
an electric current to the four electric current source
blocks. The (x x m) heaters in these groups may be made
to correspond to four nozzle arrays for discharging ink of
the same color or four nozzle arrays for discharging inks
of different colors.
[0158] According to the present example described
above, the electric current values Ih1 to Ihm supplied to
heaters can be regulated by controlling an electric current
input to the control terminal of the reference current cir-
cuit.

<Second Comparative Example>

[0159] Fig. 12 is a circuit diagram showing the arrange-
ment of a head substrate according to the second com-
parative example. In Fig. 12, the same reference numer-
als and same reference symbols as those described in
Figs. 5 and 11 denote the same building components,
and a description thereof will be omitted.
[0160] As is apparent from a comparison between
Figs. 12 and 11, the present example interposes a volt-
age regulating circuit 211 between the control terminal
113 and the reference current circuit 103’ in the circuit of
the above-described example.
[0161] The operation of the voltage regulating circuit
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211 will be explained.
[0162] A voltage input from the outside of a printhead
IJH is applied to the terminal (+) of an operational ampli-
fier 212 of the voltage regulating circuit 211 via the control
terminal 113, and the voltage is applied to a resistor (Rref)
via the operational amplifier 212. Letting Vref be a voltage
input to the control terminal 113, an electric current (Iref)
flowing through the resistor (Rref) is Iref = Vref/Rref.
[0163] The electric current (Iref) is equivalent to an
electric current input from the outside of the printhead
IJH that is described in the above embodiments and ex-
ample. A reference current value input to the reference
current circuit can be changed by changing Vref.
[0164] According to the present example described
above, an electric current supplied to the heater can be
regulated by controlling a voltage input to the control ter-
minal from the outside of the printhead, similar to the first
comparative example.
[0165] As many apparently widely different embodi-
ments of the present invention can be made without de-
parting from the scope thereof, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the specific embodiments
thereof except as defined in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A printhead substrate comprising:

a plurality of printing elements (1101-11 to
1101mx);
a constant electric current source (106-1 to 106-
m) which is adapted to generate a constant elec-
tric current used to drive said plurality of printing
elements;
a reference current generation circuit (102, 103)
which is adapted to generate in accordance with
an externally input logic signal a reference cur-
rent for generating the constant electric current;
and
a driving circuit (1102-11 to 1102mx) which is
adapted to drive said plurality of printing ele-
ments by the constant electric current obtained
by driving said constant electric current source
in accordance with the reference current gener-
ated by said reference current generation circuit,
characterized in that
said reference current generation circuit in-
cludes:

an n-bit shift register (102a) which is adapt-
ed to receive and temporarily store an n-bit
logic signal;
a latch circuit (102b) which is adapted to
latch the n-bit logic signal stored in the n-bit
shift register;
n driving circuits (102-1a, 102-1b to 102-na,
102-nb) which are adapted to generate

electric currents of different levels; and
an output circuit (102d, 102e) which is
adapted to output as the reference current
a sum of the electric currents generated by
the n driving circuits, and

the n driving circuits are adapted to be selec-
tively driven in accordance with the n-bit logic
signal output from the latch circuit.

2. The printhead substrate according to claim 1, where-
in
said plurality of printing elements include:

a plurality of heaters; and
driving elements which are arranged in corre-
spondence with the respective heaters and drive
the heaters,

the plurality of heaters and the driving elements are
divided into a plurality of groups, and
said constant electric current source which supplies
the constant electric current is arranged in corre-
spondence with each group.

3. The printhead substrate according to claim 1, where-
in
the levels of the electric currents generated by the n
driving circuits are weighted by 1/2 each in a de-
scending order from a maximum level of the electric
current, and
the reference current as the sum of the electric cur-
rents is changeable at 2n levels.

4. A printhead substrate comprising:

a plurality of printing elements (1101-11 to
1101mx);
a constant electric current source (106-1 to 106-
m) which is adapted to generate a constant elec-
tric current used to drive said plurality of printing
elements;
a reference current generation circuit (103)
which is adapted to generate in accordance with
an externally input logic signal a reference cur-
rent for generating the constant electric current;
and
a driving circuit (1102-11 to 1102mx) which is
adapted to drive said plurality of printing ele-
ments by the constant electric current obtained
by driving said constant electric current source
in accordance with the reference current gener-
ated by said reference current generation circuit,
characterized in that
said reference current generation circuit in-
cludes:

an n-bit shift register (S/R) which is adapted
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to receive and temporarily store an n-bit log-
ic signal;
a latch circuit (Latch) which is adapted to
latch the n-bit logic signal stored in the n-bit
shift register;
a voltage regulating circuit (201) which is
adapted to output voltages of 2n levels in
accordance with the n-bit logic signal output
from the latch circuit; and
a voltage-to-current conversion circuit (202)
which is adapted to convert the voltage from
the voltage regulating circuit and outputs
the reference current.

5. The printhead substrate according to claim 1, where-
in said reference current generation circuit and said
constant electric current source form a current mirror
circuit.

6. The printhead substrate according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, further comprising reference voltage
circuit adapted to employ a voltage obtained by am-
plifying a band-gap voltage as the reference voltage.

7. The printhead substrate according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the constant electric current
source is comprised of a MOS transistor operable in
a saturated region where a variation of a drain current
is smaller than that of a drain voltage.

8. The printhead substrate according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the printing elements, switch-
ing elements and the constant electric current sourc-
es in order are arranged in a direction of a higher
potential wiring to a lower potential wiring.

9. A printhead (IJH) using a printhead substrate accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 8.

10. The printhead according to claim 9, wherein the print-
head includes an inkjet printhead which is adapted
to print by discharging ink.

11. A head cartridge (IJC) integrating an inkjet printhead
according to claim 10 and an ink tank (IT) containing
ink to be supplied to the inkjet printhead.

12. A printing apparatus (IRJA) for discharging ink into
a printing medium for printing by using an inkjet print-
head according to claim 10 or a head cartridge ac-
cording to claim 11.

Patentansprüche

1. Druckkopfsubstrat, aufweisend:

eine Vielzahl von Druckelementen (1101-11 bis

1101mx);
eine konstante elektrische Stromquelle (106-1
bis 106-m), welche angepasst ist, um einen kon-
stanten elektrischen Strom zu erzeugen, der
verwendet wird, um die Vielzahl von Druckele-
menten anzutreiben;
eine Bezugsstromerzeugungsschaltung (102,
103), welche angepasst ist, um gemäß einem
extern eingegebenen Logiksignal einen Be-
zugsstrom zum Erzeugen des konstanten elek-
trischen Stroms zu erzeugen; und
eine Antriebsschaltung (1102-11 bis 1102mx),
welche angepasst ist, um die Vielzahl von Druk-
kelementen durch den konstanten elektrischen
Strom anzutreiben, der durch Antreiben der kon-
stanten elektrischen Stromquelle gemäß dem
durch die Bezugsstromerzeugungsschaltung
erzeugten Bezugsstrom erhalten ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Bezugsstromerzeugungsschaltung um-
fasst:

ein n-bit-Schieberegister (102a), welches
angepasst ist, um ein n-bit-Logiksignal zu
empfangen und temporär zu speichern;
eine Halteschaltung (102b), welche ange-
passt ist, um das in dem n-bit-Schieberegi-
ster gespeicherte n-bit-Logiksignal zu hal-
ten;
n Antriebsschaltungen (102-1a, 102-1b bis
102-na, 102-nb), welche angepasst sind,
um elektrische Ströme unterschiedlicher
Pegel zu erzeugen; und
eine Ausgabeschaltung (102d, 102e), wel-
che angepasst ist, um eine Summe der
durch die n Antriebsschaltungen erzeugten
elektrischen Ströme als den Bezugsstrom
auszugeben, und

die n Antriebsschaltungen angepasst sind, um
gemäß dem von der Halteschaltung ausgege-
benen n-bit-Logiksignal selektiv angetrieben zu
werden.

2. Druckkopfsubstrat nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Vielzahl von Druckelementen umfasst:

eine Vielzahl von Erhitzern; und
Antriebselemente, welche den jeweiligen Erhit-
zern entsprechend angeordnet sind und die Er-
hitzer antreiben,

die Vielzahl von Erhitzern und die Antriebselemente
in eine Vielzahl von Gruppen unterteilt sind, und
die konstante elektrische Stromquelle, welche den
konstanten elektrischen Strom zuführt, jeder Gruppe
entsprechend angeordnet ist.
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3. Druckkopfsubstrat nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Pegel der durch die n Antriebsschaltungen er-
zeugten elektrischen Ströme mit 1/2 gewichtet sind,
jeweils in einer absteigenden Reihenfolge von einem
maximalen Pegel des elektrischen Stroms, und
der Bezugsstrom als die Summe der elektrischen
Ströme bei 2n Pegeln änderbar ist.

4. Druckkopfsubstrat, aufweisend:

eine Vielzahl von Druckelementen (1101-11 bis
1101mx);
eine konstante elektrische Stromquelle (106-1
bis 106-m), welche angepasst ist, um einen kon-
stanten elektrischen Strom zu erzeugen, der
verwendet wird, um die Vielzahl von Druckele-
menten anzutreiben;
eine Bezugsstromerzeugungsschaltung (103),
welche angepasst ist, um gemäß einem extern
eingegebenen Logiksignal einen Bezugsstrom
zum Erzeugen des konstanten elektrischen
Stroms zu erzeugen; und
eine Antriebsschaltung (1102-11 bis 1102mx),
welche angepasst ist, um die Vielzahl von Druk-
kelementen durch den konstanten elektrischen
Strom anzutreiben, der durch Antreiben der kon-
stanten elektrischen Stromquelle gemäß dem
durch die Bezugsstromerzeugungsschaltung
erzeugten Bezugsstrom erhalten ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Bezugsstromerzeugungsschaltung um-
fasst:

ein n-bit-Schieberegister (S/R), welches
angepasst ist, um ein n-bit-Logiksignal zu
empfangen und temporär zu speichern;
eine Halteschaltung (Latch), welche ange-
passt ist, um das in dem n-bit-Schieberegi-
ster gespeicherte n-bit-Logiksignal zu hal-
ten;
eine Spannungsregulierungsschaltung
(201), welche angepasst ist, um Spannun-
gen von 2n Pegeln gemäß dem von der Hal-
teschaltung ausgegebenen n-bit-Logiksi-
gnal auszugeben; und
eine Spannungs-zu-Strom-Umwandlungs-
schaltung (202), welche angepasst ist, um
die Spannung von der Spannungsregulie-
rungsschaltung umzuwandeln, und den Be-
zugsstrom ausgibt.

5. Druckkopfsubstrat nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Be-
zugsstromerzeugungsschaltung und die konstante
elektrische Stromquelle eine Stromspiegelschaltung
bilden.

6. Druckkopfsubstrat nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
5, ferner mit einer Bezugsspannungsschaltung, die

angepasst ist, um eine Spannung als die Bezugs-
spannung anzulegen, die durch Verstärken einer
Bandlückespannung erhalten wird.

7. Druckkopfsubstrat nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
5, wobei die konstante elektrische Stromquelle aus
einem MOS-Transistor besteht, der in einem Sätti-
gungsbereich betreibbar ist, in dem eine Variation
eines Drain-Stroms kleiner als die einer Drain-Span-
nung ist.

8. Druckkopfsubstrat nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
5, wobei die Druckelemente, Schaltelemente und die
konstanten elektrischen Stromquellen in der Reihen-
folge in einer Richtung einer höheren Potentialver-
drahtung zu einer niedrigeren Potentialverdrahtung
angeordnet sind.

9. Druckkopf (IJH), der ein Druckkopfsubstrat nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8 verwendet.

10. Druckkopf nach Anspruch 9, wobei der Druckkopf
einen Tintenstrahldruckkopf umfasst, welcher ange-
passt ist, um durch Ausstoßen von Tinte zu drucken.

11. Kopfkartusche (IJC), die einen Tintenstrahldruck-
kopf nach Anspruch 10 und einen Tintenbehälter (IT)
integriert, der dem Tintenstrahlkopf zuzuführende
Tinte enthält.

12. Druckvorrichtung (IRJA) zum Ausstoßen von Tinte
in ein Druckmedium zum Drucken unter Verwen-
dung eines Tintenstrahldruckkopfes nach Anspruch
10 oder einer Kopfkartusche nach Anspruch 11.

Revendications

1. Substrat de tête d’impression comprenant :

une pluralité d’éléments d’impression (1101-11
à 1101mx) ;
une source de courant électrique constant
(106-1 à 106-m) qui est adaptée pour générer
un courant électrique constant utilisé pour com-
mander ladite pluralité d’éléments
d’impression ;
un circuit de génération de courant de référence
(102, 103) qui est adapté pour générer un cou-
rant de référence pour générer le courant élec-
trique constant suivant un signal logique intro-
duit depuis l’extérieur ; et
un circuit de commande (de 1102-11 à 1102mx)
qui est adapté pour commander ladite pluralité
d’éléments d’impression par le courant électri-
que constant obtenu en commandant ladite
source de courant électrique constant suivant le
courant de référence généré par ledit circuit de
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génération de courant de référence,
caractérisé en ce que
ledit circuit de génération de courant de référen-
ce comporte :

un registre à décalage à n-bits (102a) qui
est adapté pour recevoir et stocker tempo-
rairement un signal logique à n-bits ;
un circuit de verrouillage (102b) qui est
adapté pour verrouiller le signal logique à
n-bits stocké dans le registre à décalage à
n-bits ;
n circuits de commande (102-la, 102-1b à
102-na, 102-nb) qui sont adaptés pour gé-
nérer des courants électriques de différents
niveaux ; et
un circuit de sortie (102d, 102e) qui est
adapté pour délivrer en sortie en tant que
courant de référence une somme des cou-
rants électriques générés par les n circuits
de commande, et
les n circuits de commande sont adaptés
pour être commandés au choix suivant le
signal logique à n-bits délivré en sortie du
circuit de verrouillage.

2. Substrat de tête d’impression selon la revendication
1, dans lequel ladite pluralité d’éléments d’impres-
sion comporte :

une pluralité de dispositifs de chauffage ; et
des éléments de commande qui sont agencés
en correspondance avec les dispositifs de
chauffage respectifs et commandent les dispo-
sitifs de chauffage,
la pluralité de dispositifs de chauffage et des élé-
ments de commande sont répartis en une plu-
ralité de groupes, et
ladite source de courant électrique constant qui
alimente le courant électrique constant est
agencée de manière correspondante à chaque
groupe.

3. Substrat de tête d’impression selon la revendication
1, dans lequel
chacun des niveaux des courants électriques géné-
rés par les n circuits de commande est pondéré par
1/2 selon un ordre décroissant en partant du niveau
maximal du courant électrique, et
le courant de référence comme étant la somme des
courants électriques peut être modifié à 2n niveaux.

4. Substrat de tête d’impression comprenant :

une pluralité d’éléments d’impression (1101-11
à 1101mx) ;
une source de courant électrique constant
(106-1 à 106-m) qui est adaptée pour générer

un courant électrique constant utilisé pour com-
mander ladite pluralité d’éléments
d’impression ;
un circuit de génération de courant de référence
(103) qui est adapté pour générer, suivant un
signal logique introduit depuis l’extérieur, un
courant de référence pour générer le courant
électrique constant ; et
un circuit de commande (1102-11 à 1102mx)
qui est adapté pour commander ladite pluralité
d’éléments d’impression par le courant électri-
que constant obtenu en commandant ladite
source de courant électrique constant suivant le
courant de référence généré par ledit circuit de
génération de courant de référence,
caractérisé en ce que
ledit circuit de génération de courant de référen-
ce comporte :

un registre à décalage à n-bits (S/R) qui est
adapté pour recevoir et stocker temporaire-
ment un signal logique à n-bits ;
un circuit de verrouillage (Latch) qui est
adapté pour verrouiller le signal logique à
n-bits stocké dans le registre à décalage à
n-bits ;
un circuit de régulation de tension (201) qui
est adapté pour délivrer en sortie des ten-
sions de 2n niveaux suivant le signal logique
à n-bits délivré en sortie du circuit de
verrouillage ; et
un circuit de conversion tension-courant
(202) qui est adapté pour convertir la ten-
sion du circuit de régulation de tension et
délivre en sortie le courant de référence.

5. Substrat de tête d’impression selon la revendication
1, dans lequel ledit circuit de génération de courant
de référence et ladite source de courant électrique
constant forment un circuit miroir de courant.

6. Substrat de tête d’impression selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 5, comprenant en outre
un circuit de tension de référence adapté pour em-
ployer une tension obtenue en amplifiant une tension
de bande interdite comme étant la tension de réfé-
rence.

7. Substrat de tête d’impression selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel la source
de courant électrique constant est composée d’un
transistor MOS fonctionnant dans une région satu-
rée où une variation d’un courant de drain est plus
petite que celle d’une tension de drain.

8. Substrat de tête d’impression selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel les élé-
ments d’impression, les éléments de commutation
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et les sources de courant électrique constant sont
agencés, dans l’ordre énoncé, dans une direction
d’un câblage à potentiel supérieur à un câblage à
potentiel inférieur.

9. Tête d’impression (IJH) utilisant un substrat de tête
d’impression selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 8.

10. Tête d’impression selon la revendication 9, dans le-
quel la tête d’impression comporte une tête d’impres-
sion à jet d’encre qui est adaptée pour réaliser une
impression en déchargeant de l’encre.

11. Cartouche de tête (IJC) intégrant une tête d’impres-
sion à jet d’encre selon la revendication 10 et un
réservoir d’encre (IT) contenant de l’encre à alimen-
ter à la tête d’impression à jet d’encre.

12. Appareil d’impression (IRJA) pour décharger de l’en-
cre sur un support d’impression pour réaliser une
impression en utilisant une tête d’impression à jet
d’encre selon la revendication 10 ou une cartouche
de tête selon la revendication 11.
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