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(54) DC converter with adjustable output voltage

(57) The present invention relates to a dc converter
whose output voltage is adjustable. The dc converter has
- an output at which an output voltage (VOUT) may be
tapped, and which has an output terminal and a reference
potential terminal,
- a control circuit which has a control input,

- a voltage divider (R1, R2), which is connected in parallel
to the output, and which has a center tap connected to
the control input, and
- a voltage source (DC) which is connected in series to
the voltage divider (R1, R2), and whose voltage (VSET)
is adjustable.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a dc converter with adjustable output voltage and an electrical appliance having
such a dc converter.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] DC converters with constant output voltage are known, which output voltage can be tapped between an output
terminal and a reference potential terminal (ground) and is ordinarily smoothed by means of a smoothing capacitor.
Such a dc converter, namely a buck converter having a choke L and a control circuit, is shown schematically in Figure
1. The output voltage VOUT of the converter is divided by a voltage divider that has two resistors R1 und R2. The center
tap of the voltage divider is connected to a control input of the control circuit. The converter is controlled by the control
circuit in such a way that the voltage VFB at the control input corresponds to an internal reference voltage Vref, as a
result of which the output voltage VOUT remains constant. The level of the output voltage VOUT depends on the size
of the resistors R1, R2: VOUT = Vref · (1 + R1 / R2). In the event that the output voltage VOUT of the converter is
adjustable to several different values, at least one of the resistors must be variable, or a corresponding number of
switchable resistors must be provided.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The object of the present invention is to specify a dc converter whose output voltage is easily adjustable.
[0004] The object is achieved by a dc converter having the following features (see claim 1):

- an output at which an output voltage (VOUT) may be tapped, and which has an output terminal and a reference
potential terminal,

- a control circuit which has a control input, and
- a voltage divider (R1, R2), which is connected in parallel to the output, and which has a center tap connected to the

control input,
- a voltage source (DC), which is connected in series to the voltage divider (R1, R2), the voltage (VSET) of the voltage

source (DC) being adjustable.

[0005] Advantageous developments of the dc converter are specified in the dependent claims. The dc converter is in
particular suitable for an electrical appliance, for example an electric shaving apparatus having a Peltier element which
should be operated with a regulated, easily adjustable DC voltage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] The present invention is explained in the following using exemplary embodiments that are shown in the drawings:

Figure 1 schematically shows a known buck converter;

Figure 2 shows a dc converter with infinitely adjustable output voltage;

Figure 3 shows a variant of the dc converter according to Figure 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Figure 2 shows a dc converter whose output voltage is adjustable. The converter has a buck converter known
per se, as is shown in Figure 1 and described above. However, it additionally includes a direct voltage source DC which
is connected in series with the voltage divider R1, R2, that is, between the control input of the control circuit and the
reference potential. The direct voltage source supplies an adjustable voltage VSET. The voltage VSET is preferably
infinitely adjustable. The output voltage VOUT of the converter is dependent on the voltage VSET of the voltage source: 
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[0008] Therefore the output voltage VOUT may be adjusted by appropriate selection of VSET.
[0009] The dc converter shown in Figure 3 largely corresponds to the direct current voltage converter shown in Figure
2; however, the direct voltage source includes an RC circuit and a generator M which feeds a pulse-width modulated
voltage PWM to the RC circuit. The RC circuit has a capacitor C1 which is connected in series with the voltage divider
R1, R2. The junction of the capacitor C1 and the voltage divider is linked by way of a resistor R3 to the output of the
generator M. The direct voltage VSET appears at the capacitor C1 of the RC circuit; the direct voltage VSET is dependent
on the pulse width of the pulse-width modulated voltage PWM and thus may be adjusted by varying the pulse width.
The pulse width is preferably adjusted digitally, although analog adjustment is also possible, thereby making the pulse
width practically infinitely adjustable. Connected in parallel to the capacitor C1 is a resistor R4 via which the level of the
pulse-width modulated voltage PWM is lowered by a factor of R3/R4, resulting in a finer adjustability of the direct voltage
VSET given the same resolution of the pulse-width modulation.
[0010] The generator M for the pulse-width modulated voltage is preferably implemented in a microcontroller. It is
particularly advantageous if the control circuit for the dc converter is also implemented in the microcontroller.
[0011] The dimensions and values disclosed herein are not to be understood as being strictly limited to the exact
numerical values recited. Instead, unless otherwise specified, each such dimension is intended to mean both the recited
value and a functionally equivalent range surrounding that value. For example, a dimension disclosed as "40 mm" is
intended to mean "about 40 mm."

Claims

1. A dc converter with

- an output at which an output voltage (VOUT) is tappable, and which output has an output terminal and a
reference potential terminal,
- a control circuit which has a control input and
- a voltage divider (R1, R2), which is connected in parallel to the output, and which has a center tap connected
to the control input,
characterized in that
the dc converter also has a voltage source (DC) which is connected in series to the voltage divider (R1, R2)
and whose voltage (VSET) is adjustable.

2. The dc converter according to claim 1, characterized in that
the voltage source (DC) is connected between the control input of the control circuit and the reference potential
terminal.

3. The dc converter according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that the voltage source (DC) is composed of an RC
circuit (R3, C1) and a generator (M), which generator (M) generates a pulse-width modulated voltage (PWM) whose
pulse width is adjustable.

4. The dc converter according to claim 3, characterized in that the capacitor (C1) of the RC circuit (R3, C1) is connected
in series between the voltage divider (R1, R2) and the reference potential terminal.

5. The dc converter according to claim 4, characterized in that
the resistor (R3) of the RC circuit (R3, C1) is connected between the output of the generator (M) and to the junction
between the voltage divider (R1, R2) and the capacitor (C1).

6. The dc converter according to any one of claims 4 or 5, characterized in that
an additional resistor (R4) is connected in parallel to the capacitor (C1) of the RC circuit (R3, C1).

7. The dc converter according to any one of claims 3 to 6, characterized in that
the generator (M) is implemented in a microcontroller.

8. An electrical appliance, for example an electric shaving apparatus, having a dc converter according to any one of
the preceding claims.

9. The electrical appliance according to claim 8, characterized in that the appliance also has a Peltier element that
is operated with the output voltage (VOUT) of the dc converter.
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