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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a projection-
type image display device and a projection-type image
display system, each of which include a projection optics
projecting image light onto a screen.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Conventionally, there has been known a pro-
jection-type image display device having an optical mod-
ulator configured to modulate light emitted from a light
source and a projection lens configured to project light,
which is outputted from the optical modulator onto a
screen.
[0003] To display a larger image on a screen, it is need-
ed to take a longer distance between the projection lens
and the screen. Regarding this background, there has
been proposed a projection-type image display system
configured to shorten the distance between a projection-
type image display device and a screen by utilizing a
reflection mirror reflecting light, which is outputted from
the projection lens, toward the screen (see, for example,
Japanese Patent Publication No. 2004-45894 (claim 1,
Fig. 2, and the like)).
[0004] When the distance between the projection-type
image display device and the screen is shortened, the
projection-type image display device comes close to the
screen and thus comes into sight of users. For this rea-
son, an oblique projection is needed from an upper, low-
er, or lateral side of the screen. For example, in the above-
mentioned projection-type image display system, posi-
tions of the optical modulator and the projection optics
are shifted in vertical directions and a convex mirror is
used as a reflection mirror, so that a projection distance
is shortened and the oblique projection is performed with
a shortened projection distance.
[0005] In addition, to shorten the distance between the
projection-type image display device and the screen, the
reflection mirror is disposed in such a position at such an
angle that light outputted from the projection lens can
obliquely enter the screen. For example, in the above-
mentioned projection-type image display system, a con-
vex lens is used as the reflection mirror to shorten the
distance between the projection-type image display de-
vice and the screen.
[0006] To properly display an image on a screen, the
positioning of the reflection mirror is an element of sub-
stantial importance. Accordingly, when a user touches
the reflection mirror, an angle or the like of the reflection
mirror is changed, which obstructs proper display of an
image to be projected on the screen.
[0007] Relevant prior art documents are JP2005 316
250, EP 0 415 275, JP 2000 136 643.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The projection-type image display device (a
projection-type image display device 30) of the invention
includes the features of claim 1.
[0009] According to this aspect, since the protective
cover is provided on the optical path of the image light
reflected by the reflection mirror, a user is less likely to
touch the reflection mirror and change an angle and the
like of the reflection mirror. Here, because the protective
cover has the transmissive region transmitting the image
light reflected by the reflection mirror, the image light to
be irradiated on the screen will not be interrupted by the
protective cover.
[0010] Thus, even when the image light is being pro-
jected on the screen, the positioning accuracy of the re-
flection mirror provided to shorten the distance between
the projection-type image display device and the screen
can be preferably maintained.
[0011] In the above aspect of the present invention,
the protective cover has an opening (an opening 161)
communicating from the reflection mirror side to the
screen side. The transmissive region is the opening.
[0012] In the above aspect of the present invention, at
least one portion of the protective cover is formed of a
light transmitting member and the transmissive region is
formed of the light transmitting member.
[0013] The projection-type image display system (a
projection-type image display system 100) of the inven-
tion includes the features of claim 4.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

Fig. 1 is a view (seen from the front) showing a con-
figuration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to a first embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a view (seen from a side) showing a config-
uration of the projection-type image display system
100 according to the first embodiment:
Fig. 3 is a view showing a configuration of a projec-
tion-type image display device 80 according to the
first embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a view (seen from a side) showing a config-
uration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to a second embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a view showing an aspherical mirror 50 ac-
cording to the second embodiment;
Fig. 6 is a view showing a light-condensing surface
a according to the second embodiment;
Fig. 7 is a view showing a protective cover 160 ac-
cording to the second embodiment;
Fig. 8 is a view showing an aspherical mirror 50 ac-
cording to a third embodiment;
Fig. 9 is a view showing a light-condensing surface
a according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 10 is a view showing a protective cover 160 ac-
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cording to the third embodiment;
Fig. 11 is a view (seen from a side) showing a con-
figuration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to a fourth embodiment;
Fig. 12 is a view showing a configuration of an image
light generator 40 according to a fifth embodiment;
Fig. 13 is a view (seen from a side) showing a con-
figuration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to a sixth embodiment;
Fig. 14 is a view (seen from a side) showing a con-
figuration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to a seventh embodiment;
Fig. 15 is a view (seen from a side) showing a con-
figuration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to an eighth embodiment; and
Fig. 16 is a view (seen from a side) showing a con-
figuration of a projection-type image display system
100 according to a ninth embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-
MENTS

[0015] A projection-type image display device accord-
ing to each embodiment of the present invention will be
described below by referring to the drawings. Note that
same or similar reference numerals denote same or sim-
ilar portions in the drawings.
[0016] Note that the drawings are merely schematic
and proportions of sizes and the like are different from
actual ones. Thus, specific sizes and the like should be
determined by referring to the description below. In ad-
dition, needless to say, portions are included where re-
lationships or proportions of sizes of the drawings differ
among the drawings.

[First Embodiment]

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0017] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to a first embodiment of the
present invention will be described below by referring to
the drawings. Fig. 1 is a view (seen from the front) show-
ing a configuration of a projection-type image display sys-
tem 100 according to the first embodiment. Fig. 2 is a
view (seen from a side) showing a configuration of the
projection-type image display system 100 according to
the first embodiment.
[0018] As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the projection-type
image display system 100 has a body 10, a base 20, and
a projection-type image display device 30.
[0019] The body 10 has a shape extending in the ver-
tical direction of the projection-type image display system
100. The body 10 has a screen 11 onto which an image
is projected.
[0020] The base 20 is provided on a lower surface of
the body 10 and supports the body 10. The base 20 has
wheels 21a and 21b which make the projection-type im-

age display system 100 movable.
[0021] The projection-type image display device 30
has an image light generator 40, a projection lens 41, an
aspherical mirror 50, and a protective cover 60. The pro-
jection-type image display device 30 is provided on an
upper portion of the body 10. Here, the projection lens
41 and the aspherical mirror 50 configure a projection
optics 300 as will be described later (see, Fig. 3).
[0022] Note that in the first embodiment, the projection-
type image display device 30 is provided on an upper
portion of the body 10 but the configuration is not limited
to this.
[0023] Specifically, the projection-type image display
device 80 may be provided on a lower portion of the body
10. In this case, the projection-type image display device
30 is disposed upside down.
[0024] In addition, the projection-type image display
device 30 may be provided in the left or right portion of
the body 10. In this case, the projection-type image dis-
play device 80 is disposed in a state of being rotated
substantially 90’.
[0025] As shown in Fig. 3, the projection-type image
display device 30 is configured of the image light gener-
ator 40 and the projection optics 300. Note that the pro-
tective cover 60 is omitted in Fig. 3. The image light gen-
erator 40 has a power circuit (not shown) and an image
signal processing circuit (not shown) in addition to an
optical engine 200.
[0026] As shown in Fig. 3, the optical engine 200 has
a light source 410, a pair of fly-eye lenses 420, a PBS
array 430, a plurality of optical modulators 440 (an optical
modulator 440R, an optical modulator 440G, and an op-
tical modulator 440B), and a cross dichroic prism 450.
[0027] The light source 410 is a UHP lamp configured
of a burner and a reflection mirror.
[0028] Each of the fly-eye lenses 420 is formed of a
group of minimal lenses and uniform light beams output-
ted from the light source 410.
[0029] The PBS array 430 is an element for aligning
the polarization directions of the light beams outputted
from the pair of fly-eye lenses 420.
[0030] Each of the optical modulators 440 is an ele-
ment for modulating each color component light based
on an image signal. The optical modulator 440 is, for
example, a liquid crystal panel.
[0031] The cross dichroic prism 450 combines the light
beams outputted from each of the optical modulators
440. Specifically, the cross dichroic prism 450 reflects a
red component light outputted from the optical modulator
440R and a blue component light outputted from the op-
tical modulator 440B. On the other hand, the cross dich-
roic prism 450 allows light outputted from the optical mod-
ulator 440G to pass therethrough. Note that the light com-
bined by the cross dichroic prism 450 enters the projec-
tion lens 41.
[0032] The optical engine 200 has a plurality of lens
groups (lenses 461 to 466) and a plurality of mirror groups
(mirrors 471, 472, and 481 to 483).

3 4 



EP 1 906 660 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0033] The lens 461 is a condenser lens to cause the
blue component light to be substantially parallel beams
so that the optical modulator 440B would be irradiated
with the blue component light. The lens 462 is a condens-
er lens to cause the green component light to be sub-
stantially parallel beams so that the optical modulator
440G would be irradiated with the green component light.
The lens 466 is a condenser lens to cause the red com-
ponent light to be substantially parallel beams so that the
optical modulator 440R would be irradiated with the red
component light.
[0034] The lenses 463 to 465 are relay lenses to adjust
a difference between the optical path length of each of
the blue component light and the green component light,
and the optical path length of the red component light.
[0035] The mirror 471 is a dichroic mirror to reflect the
blue component light and to transmit the red component
light and the green component light. The mirror 472 is a
dichroic mirror to reflect the green component light and
to transmit the red component light.
[0036] The mirror 481 is a mirror to reflect the blue
component light to lead the blue component light to the
optical modulator 440B. The mirrors 482 and 483 are
mirrors to reflect the red component light to lead the red
component light to the optical modulator 440R.
[0037] Note that in the first embodiment, the UHP lamp
is used as the light source 410, but the configuration is
not limited to this. Specifically, a solid light source such
as an LED (a light emitting diode) or an LD (a laser diode)
may be used as the light source 410. In this case, it is
also possible that a configuration of an optical system
does not include fly-eye lenses 420, a PBS array 480, a
plurality of lens groups, and a plurality of mirror groups.
[0038] As shown in Fig. 3, the projection optics 300
has the projection lens 41 and the aspherical mirror 50.
The projection lens 41 outputs the light (the image light)
combined by the cross dichroic prism 450 provided in the
optical engine 200, to the aspherical mirror 50 side. The
aspherical mirror 50 causes the image light outputted
from the projection lens 41 to have a wider angle and
reflects the image light to the screen 11 side.
[0039] The aspherical mirror 50 is attached to arm
members 52a and 52b which are fixed on a wall surface
of the projection-type image display device 30. The as-
pherical mirror 50 is an aspherical mirror to condense
light outputted from the projection lens 41 and to reflect
the light to the screen 11 side.
[0040] Note that in the first embodiment, the mirror pro-
vided in a rear stage of the projection optics 300 is the
aspherical mirror 50 but is not limited to this. Specifically,
the mirror provided in the rear stage of the projection
optics 300 may be a free-form surface mirror.
[0041] Returning to Fig. 2, the protective cover 60 is
provided on the optical path of the image light reflected
by the aspherical mirror 50. Specifically, the protective
cover 60 is provided beneath the projection-type image
display device 30 and covers a lower portion of the as-
pherical mirror 50 so as to prevent the aspherical mirror

50 from being touched by a user. The protective cover
60 is formed of a light transmitting member such as a
transparent resin or a glass and transmits the image light
reflected by the aspherical mirror 50.
[0042] Here, since optical characteristics (such as a
refractive index) of the image light irradiated onto the
screen 11 vary depending on the kind of the light trans-
mitting member forming the protective cover 60, it is pref-
erable that an optical design for the projection optics 300
be made in consideration of the kind of the light trans-
mitting member forming the protective cover 60.

(Advantageous effects)

[0043] According to the projection-type image display
device 30 of the first embodiment, the protective cover
60 is provided on the optical path of the image light re-
flected by the aspherical mirror 50. Thus, the user is less
likely to touch the aspherical mirror 50 to cause any
change in an angle of the aspherical mirror 50 or the like.
Since the protective cover 60 is formed of the light trans-
mitting member transmitting the image light reflected by
the aspherical mirror 50, the image light irradiating onto
the screen 11 is not interrupted by the protective cover
60. Accordingly, positioning accuracy of the reflection
mirror provided to shorten the distance between the pro-
jection-type image display device 30 and the screen 11
can be preferably maintained.

[Second Embodiment]

[0044] A second embodiment of the present invention
will be described below by referring to the drawings. In
the following, differences between the first embodiment
and the second embodiment will be described by refer-
ring to the drawings.
[0045] Specifically, in the above-mentioned first em-
bodiment, the protective cover 60 protecting the aspher-
ical mirror 50 is formed of the light transmitting member.
In contrast, in the second embodiment, a protective cover
160 has an opening through which image light con-
densed by an aspherical mirror 50 passes. Note that the
protective cover 160 does not need to be formed of a
light transmitting member.

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0046] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to the second embodiment of the
present invention will be described below by referring to
the drawings. Fig. 4 is a view showing a configuration of
a projection-type image display system 100 according to
the second embodiment. Note that in Fig. 4, similar ref-
erence numerals are given to denote components similar
to those of Fig. 2. As shown in Fig. 4, the projection-type
image display system 100 has a protective cover 160 in
place of a protective cover 60.
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(Configurations of an aspherical mirror and a protective 
cover)

[0047] Configurations of an aspherical mirror and a
protective cover according to the second embodiment
will be described below by referring to Figs. 5 to 7.
[0048] As shown in Fig. 5, an aspherical mirror 50 is a
mirror having a curved surface 51 which is curved in hor-
izontal directions and in vertical directions of a projection-
type image display system 100. Image light reflected by
the curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror 50 is pro-
jected onto a screen 11 after being condensed on a light-
condensing surface a. The light-condensing surface a is
a surface where the broadening of a light flux of the image
light becomes the smallest.
[0049] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 6, on the light-
condensing surface a, the image light reflected by the
curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror 50 is con-
densed in a region b having a particular shape depending
on a shape of the curved surface 51 of the aspherical
mirror 50. Note that in Fig. 6, the region b is shown as a
region having an elliptic shape for simplicity, but the ac-
tual shape of the region b becomes a more complicated
shape.
[0050] The protective cover 160 has an opening 161
communicating from an aspherical mirror 50 side to a
screen 11 side. The image light reflected by the curved
surface 51 of the aspherical mirror 50 is irradiated onto
the screen 11 through the opening 161 provided in the
protective cover 160.
[0051] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 7, the protective
cover 160 is provided with the opening 161 depending
on a particular shape of the image light condensed in the
region b. A size of the opening 161 is at least larger than
that of the region b in which the image light is condensed
on the light-condensing surface a. However, as long as
the image light reflected by the curved surface 51 of the
aspherical mirror 50 is transmittable, a shape of the open-
ing 161 can be any shape.
[0052] In addition, it is preferable that the opening 161
be provided in the vicinity of the light-condensing surface
a to minimize the size of the opening 161. Here, the vi-
cinity of the light-condensing surface a means that a dis-
tance from the light-condensing surface a is in a range
of "d’. Here, "d’ indicates a distance between the aspher-
ical mirror 50 and the light-condensing surface a on a
main light beam of light beams passing through the cent-
ers of optical modulators 440.

(Advantageous effects)

[0053] According to the projection-type image display
device 30 of the second embodiment, the aspherical mir-
ror 50 condenses the image light outputted from the pro-
jection lens 41 in the region b on the light-condensing
surface a. Thus, the opening 161 provided in the protec-
tive cover 160 can be minimized. Therefore, even when
the opening 161 is provided in the protective cover 160,

a possibility of a user touching the aspherical mirror 50
can be reduced.
[0054] In addition, in a case where a transmissive re-
gion of the protective cover 160 is formed of a light trans-
mitting member, an optical design for a projection optics
300 has to be made depending on the kind of the light
transmitting member. In contrast, according to the pro-
jection-type image display device 80 of the second em-
bodiment, the transmissive region of the protective cover
160 is the opening 161, and there is no need to consider
the kind of the light transmitting member. Thus, the optical
design for the projection optics 300 is made easier.

[Third Embodiment]

[0055] A third embodiment of the present invention will
be described below by referring to the drawings. The de-
scription will be mainly given to differences between the
above-mentioned second embodiment and the third em-
bodiment.
[0056] Specifically, in the above-mentioned second
embodiment, the aspherical mirror 50 is a mirror having
the curved surface 51 which is curved in the vertical di-
rections and in the horizontal directions of the projection-
type image display system 100. In contrast, in the third
embodiment, an aspherical mirror 50 is a mirror having
a curved surface 51 which is only curved in vertical di-
rections of a projection-type image display system 100.
[0057] In addition, in the above-mentioned second em-
bodiment, the protective cover 160 is provided with the
opening 161 having a particular shape depending on a
shape of the curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror
50. In contrast, a protective cover 160 of the third em-
bodiment is provided with an opening 161 having a long
rectangular shape in horizontal directions of the projec-
tion-type image display system 100.

(Configurations of an aspherical mirror and a protective 
cover)

[0058] Configurations of an aspherical mirror and a
protective cover according to the third embodiment will
be described below by referring to Figs. 8 to 10.
[0059] As shown in Fig. 8, the aspherical mirror 50 is
a mirror having a curved surface 51 which is only curved
in vertical directions of the projection-type image display
system 100. Similar to the second embodiment, image
light reflected by the curved surface 51 of the aspherical
mirror 50 is projected onto a screen 11 after being con-
densed on a light-condensing surface a.
[0060] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 9, on the light-
condensing surface a, the image light reflected by the
curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror 50 is con-
densed in a region b having a particular shape depending
on a shape of the curved surface 51 of the aspherical
mirror 50. Note that in Fig. 9, the region b is shown as a
region having a long rectangular shape in horizontal di-
rections of the projection-type image display system 100

7 8 



EP 1 906 660 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

for simplicity, but the actual shape of the region b be-
comes a more complicated shape.
[0061] Similar to the second embodiment, the protec-
tive cover 160 has an opening 161 communicating from
an aspherical mirror 50 aide to a screen 11 side. The
image light reflected by the curved surface 51 of the as-
pherical mirror 50 is irradiated onto the screen 11 through
the opening 161 provided in the protective cover 160.
[0062] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 10, the protective
cover 160 is provided with an opening 161 having a long
rectangular shape in horizontal directions of the projec-
tion-type image display system 100. A size of the opening
161 is at least larger than that of the region b in which
the image light is condensed on the light-condensing sur-
face a. However, as long as the image light reflected by
the curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror 50 is trans-
mittable, a shape of the opening 161 can be any shape.

[Fourth Embodiment]

[0063] A fourth embodiment of the present invention
will be described below by referring to the drawings. In
the following, the description will be mainly given to dif-
ferences between the above-mentioned second embod-
iment and the fourth embodiment.
[0064] Specifically, in the above-mentioned second
embodiment, the image light outputted from the projec-
tion lens 41 is reflected only once. In contrast, the image
light outputted from a projection lens 41 of the fourth em-
bodiment is reflected for a plurality of times (three times).

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0065] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to the fourth embodiment will be
described below by referring to the drawings. Fig. 11 is
a view (seen from a side) showing a configuration of a
projection-type image display system 100 according to
the fourth embodiment Note that in Fig. 11, similar refer-
ence numerals are given to denote components similar
to those of Fig. 2.
[0066] As shown in Fig. 11, the projection-type image
display system 100 has reflection mirrors 70 and 80 in
addition to the configuration of Fig. 2.
[0067] The reflection mirror 70 is a convex mirror re-
flecting image light outputted from a projection lens 41
to the reflection mirror 80 side. In addition, since the re-
flection mirror 70 is a convex mirror, the image light out-
putted from the projection lens 41 is enlarged. The re-
flection mirror 80 is a concave mirror reflecting the image
light reflected by the reflection mirror 70 to an aspherical
mirror 50 side. Note that the projection lens 41, the re-
flection mirrors 70 and 80, and the aspherical mirror 50
configure a projection optics.

(Advantageous effect)

[0068] According to a projection-type image display

device 30 of the fourth embodiment, the image light out-
putted from the projection lens 41 is reflected not only by
the aspherical mirror 50 but also by the reflection mirrors
70 and 80. Thus, even if a size in a depth direction of the
projection-type image display device 30 is set to be small,
the projection-type image display device 30 can suffi-
ciently enlarge and project the image light outputted from
the projection lens 41 on a screen 11.

[Fifth Embodiment]

[0069] A fifth embodiment of the present invention will
be described below by referring to the drawings. In the
following, the description will be mainly given to differ-
ences between the above-mentioned first embodiment
and the fifth embodiment.
[0070] Specifically, in the fifth embodiment, an effec-
tive display region of a modulator 440 is provided in a
portion lower than a projection lens 41, which is not par-
ticularly mentioned in the first embodiment.

(Configuration of an image light outputting device)

[0071] A configuration of an image light outputting de-
vice according to the fifth embodiment will be described
below by referring to the drawings. Fig. 12 is a view show-
ing a configuration of an image light generator 40 accord-
ing to the fifth embodiment. Here, the image light gener-
ator 40 has a configuration similar to that of Fig. 3. Note
that in Fig. 12, only components necessary for the de-
scription of the fifth embodiment are shown.
[0072] As shown in Fig. 12, in the image light generator
40, an effective display region of an optical modulator
440 is provided in a portion lower than a projection lens
41. Specifically, the effective display region of the optical
modulator 440 is provided in a portion lower than the
center L of an optical axis of the projection lens 41.
[0073] With this, the image light outputted from the pro-
jection lens 41 is outputted obliquely upward from the
projection lens 41. Thus, an aspherical mirror 50 reflect-
ing the image light outputted from the projection lens 41
to a screen 11 (not shown in Fig. 12) side is provided in
a position obliquely upward of the projection lens 41.

(Advantageous effects)

[0074] According to the fifth embodiment, the effective
display region of the optical modulator 440 is provided in
a portion lower than the projection lens 41. Thus, the
image light outputted from the projection lens 41 is out-
putted obliquely upward from the projection lens 41. Ac-
cordingly, wider oblique projection can be achieved, so
that the distance between the projection-type image dis-
play device and the screen can be further shortened.

[Sixth Embodiment]

[0075] A sixth embodiment of the present invention will
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be described below by referring to the drawings. The sixth
embodiment is a combination of the first and fifth embod-
iments.

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0076] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to the sixth embodiment will be
described below by referring to the drawings. Fig. 13 is
a view (seen from a side) showing a configuration of a
projection-type image display system 100 according to
the sixth embodiment. Note that in Fig. 13, similar refer-
ence numerals are given to denote components similar
to those of Fig. 2.
[0077] As shown in Fig. 13, in the projection-type im-
age display system 100, protective covers 261 and 262
are provided so as to cover a projection lens 41 and an
aspherical mirror 50. The protective cover 262 is provided
in the vicinity of a light-condensing surface a and is
formed of a light transmitting member. The protective
cover 262 has a shape capable of transmitting a light flux
having a particular shape, which is condensed depending
on the form of a curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror
50. However, as long as image light reflected by the
curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror 50 is transmit-
table, the shape of the protective cover 262 can be any
shape.
[0078] As a matter of course, the protective cover 261
does not need to be formed of a light-transmitting mem-
ber. The aspherical mirror 50 is held inside the protective
cover 261 by a holding mechanism provided inside the
protective cover 261.

[Seventh Embodiment]

[0079] A seventh embodiment of the present invention
will be described below by referring to the drawings. The
seventh embodiment is a combination of the second and
fifth embodiments.

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0080] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to the seventh embodiment will
be described below by referring to the drawings. Fig. 14
is a view (seen form a side) showing a configuration of
a projection-type image display system 100 according to
the seventh embodiment. Note that in Fig. 14, similar
reference numerals are given to denote components sim-
ilar to those of Fig. 4.
[0081] As shown in Fig. 14, in the projection-type im-
age display system 100, a protective cover 361 is pro-
vided so as to cover a projection lens 41 and an aspher-
ical mirror 50. The protective cover 361 has an opening
362 in the vicinity of a light-condensing surface a. The
opening 362 has a shape capable of transmitting a light
flux having a particular shape, which is condensed de-
pending on the form of a curved surface 51 of the as-

pherical mirror 50. However, as long as image light re-
flected by the curved surface 51 of the aspherical mirror
50 is transmittable, the shape of the opening 362 can be
any shape.
[0082] The aspherical mirror 50 is held inside the pro-
tective cover 361 by a holding mechanism provided in-
side the protective cover 361.

[Eighth Embodiment]

[0083] An eighth embodiment of the present invention
will be described below by referring to the drawings. In
the following, the description will be mainly given to dif-
ferences between the above-mentioned sixth embodi-
ment and the eighth embodiment.
[0084] Specifically, in the above-mentioned sixth em-
bodiment, the protective cover 262 formed of a light-
transmitting member is provided in the vicinity of the light-
condensing surface a. In contrast, in the eighth embod-
iment, a concave lens for projecting image light with a
more wider angle is provided in the vicinity of the light-
condensing surface a. Specifically, it is preferable that
the concave lens be disposed on a side between the light
condensing surface a and the screen 11, within a range
"d" that extends on either side of the light-condensing
surface a.

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0085] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to the eighth embodiment will be
described below by referring to the drawings. Fig. 15 is
a view (seen from a side) showing a configuration of a
projection-type image display system 100 according to
the eighth embodiment. Note that in Fig. 15, similar ref-
erence numerals are given to denote components similar
to those of Fig. 13.
[0086] As shown in Fig. 15, in the projection-type im-
age display system 100, a concave lens 263 is provided
in place of a protective cover 262 formed of a light-trans-
mitting member.
[0087] The concave lens 268 is provided in the vicinity
of the light-condensing surface a. Specifically, the con-
cave lens 263 is disposed on a side between the light
condensing surface a and the screen 11, within a range
"d" that extends on either side of the light-condensing
surface a. The concave lens 263 is configured so as to
condense image light reflected by an aspherical mirror
50. The concave lens 263 preferably has a concave sur-
face on the aspherical mirror 50 side, and plane surface
on the screen 11side. The projection optics is preferably
surrounded with the protective cover 261 of flat shape.
That is, the projection optics is surrounded with the plane
surface provided on the concave lens 263 and the pro-
tective cover 261 of flat shape. Therefore, accumulation
of dusts on the exterior surface of the protective cover
261 and the concave lens 263 may be suppressed.
[0088] In the eighth embodiment, a projection lens 41,
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the aspherical mirror 50 and the concave lens 263 con-
figure a projection optics 300 projecting the image light
onto the screen 11.
[0089] In addition, in the eighth embodiment, the con-
cave lens 263 is used in place of the protective cover
262, but the configuration is not limited to this. Specifi-
cally, an aspherical lens or a free-form surface lens may
be used in place of the protective cover 262.
[0090] In this manner, since the concave lens 263 is
provided in the vicinity of the light-condensing surface a,
the distance between a projection-type image display de-
vice and the screen can be further shortened when com-
pared with the distance in the sixth embodiment.
the concave lens 263 is disposed on a side between the
light condensing surface a and the screen 11, within a
range "d’ that extends on either side of the light-condens-
ing surface a. That is, the concave lens 263 condenses
re-scattered image light after the image light is con-
densed on the light-condensing surface a. Thus, an effect
of a wider angle by use of the concave lens 263 can be
further achieved.

[Ninth Embodiment]

[0091] A ninth embodiment of the present invention
will be described below by referring to the drawings. In
the following, the description will be mainly given to dif-
ferences between the above-mentioned seventh embod-
iment and the ninth embodiment.
[0092] Specifically, in the above-mentioned seventh
embodiment, the projection optics 300 is configured of
the projection lens 41 and the aspherical mirror 50. In
contrast, in the ninth embodiment, a projection optics 300
does not include a projection lens 41 and is configured
of a plurality of mirror groups.

(Configuration of a projection-type image display system)

[0093] A configuration of a projection-type image dis-
play system according to the ninth embodiment will be
described below by referring to the drawings. Fig. 16 is
a view (seen from a side) showing a configuration of a
projection-type image display system 100 according to
the ninth embodiment. Note that in Fig. 16, similar refer-
ence numerals are given to denote components similar
to those of Fig. 14.
[0094] As shown in Fig. 16, in the projection-type im-
age display system 100, a plurality of mirror groups (mir-
rors 151 to 155) is provided in place of a projection lens
41 and an aspherical mirror 50. Note that the mirrors 151
to 155 configure a projection optics 300.
[0095] In the ninth embodiment, the mirrors 151, 152,
154, and 155 are concave lenses and the mirror 153 is
a convex lens, but of course, the combination of the mir-
rors is not limited to this.
[0096] In the ninth embodiment, an opening 362 is pro-
vided in the vicinity of the light-condensing surface a, but
the configuration is not limited to this. Specifically, like

the sixth embodiment, a protective cover 262 formed of
a light-transmitting member may be provided in the vi-
cinity of the light-condensing surface a. Or, like the eighth
embodiment, a concave lens 263 condensing image light
reflected by the mirror 155 provided in the last stage of
the projection optics 300 may be provided in the vicinity
of the light-condensing surface a.

[Other Embodiments]

[0097] The present invention has been described by
the above-mentioned embodiments, but the description
and drawings which constitute a part of this disclosure
should not be understood as to limit the scope of the
present invention. For those who are skilled in the art,
various alternative embodiments, examples, and oper-
ating techniques will be apparent from this disclosure.
[0098] For example, in the above-mentioned first em-
bodiment, the entire protective cover is formed of a light-
transmitting member, but the configuration is not limited
to this. Specifically, it is only needed that a protective
cover has a transmissive region transmitting image light
condensed by an aspherical mirror 50 and only the trans-
missive region is formed of a light-transmitting member.
Since the aspherical mirror 50 condenses the image light,
the size of the transmissive region can be minimized, so
that the light-transmitting member forming the transmis-
sive region can be easily maintained.
[0099] In the second and third embodiments, shapes
of the openings 161 provided in the protective covers 160
are an elliptical shape and a rectangular shape which is
long in horizontal directions of the projection-type image
display system 100, but are not limited to those. Specif-
ically, the shape of the opening 161 provided in the pro-
tective cover 160 is determined depending on the shape
of condensed image light (a region b) condensed by the
aspherical mirror 50 on the light-condensing surface a.
[0100] In the second to eighth embodiments, an as-
pherical mirror is used as a mirror reflecting image light
outputted from a projection lens 41 to the screen 11 side,
but the mirror is not limited to this. Specifically, a free-
form surface mirror may be used as a mirror reflecting
the image light outputted from the projection lens 41 to
the screen 11 side. If an aberration and a resolution can
be adjusted, a spherical mirror may be used as a mirror
reflecting the image light outputted from the projection
lens 41 to the screen 11 side.
[0101] According to each of the above-mentioned em-
bodiments, a reflection mirror is provided so that a dis-
tance between a projection-type image display device
and a screen can be shortened. Thus, it is less likely that
image light is interrupted by a person or the like coming
in between the projection-type image display device and
the screen. In addition, in a case where an LD is used
as a light source 410, the possibility that a person is ac-
cidentally irradiated with the laser beam (image light) can
be reduced.
[0102] In the above-described embodiments, the dis-
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play system provided with the screen of reflective type
is explained. However, a screen of transmitting type may
be applicable.

Claims

1. A projection-type image display device comprising:

an image light generator (40) configured to gen-
erate image light;
a projection optics (300) configured to project
the image light onto a screen (11),
the projection optics including a reflection mirror
(50) configured to reflect the image light toward
the screen (11), the image light outputted from
the image light generator (40) and
a protective cover (60, 160, 261) with a trans-
missive region transmitting the image light pro-
vided on an optical path of the image light re-
flected by the reflection mirror (50),
characterized in that
the reflection mirror (50) is configured to con-
dense the image light between the reflection mir-
ror (50) and the screen (11), and
the transmissive region of the protective cover
(60, 160, 261) is disposed in a vicinity of a po-
sition where the image light is condensed by the
reflection mirror (50).

2. The projection-type image display device according
to claim 1, wherein
the protective cover (160) has an opening (161) com-
municating from the reflection mirror side to the
screen side and
the transmissive region is the opening (161).

3. The projection-type image display device according
to claim 1, wherein
at least one portion of the protective cover (261) is
formed of a light-transmitting member (262) and the
transmissive region is formed of the light-transmit-
ting member (262).

4. A projection-type image display system comprising:

a screen (11) ; and the projection-type image
display device of claim 1.

5. The projection-type image display system of claim
4, wherein
the protective cover (60, 160, 261) is configured ac-
cording to any of claims 2 to 3.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zur projektionsartigen Bildanzeige, um-

fassend:

einen Bildlichtgenerator (40), der konfiguriert ist,
Bildlicht zu generieren;
eine Projektionsoptik (300), die konfiguriert ist,
das Bildlicht auf einen Schirm (11) zu projizie-
ren,
wobei die Projektionsoptik einen Reflexions-
spiegel (50) enthält, der konfiguriert ist, das Bild-
licht zu dem Schirm (11) zu reflektieren, wobei
das Bildlicht von dem Bildlichtgenerator (40)
ausgegeben wird, und
eine Schutzabdeckung (60, 160, 261) mit einem
durchlässigen Gebiet, das das Bildlicht durch-
lässt, das auf einem Lichtweg des von dem Re-
flexionsspiegel (50) reflektierten Bildlichts gelie-
fert wird,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Reflexionsspiegel (50) konfiguriert ist, das
Bildlicht zwischen dem Reflexionsspiegel (50)
und dem Schirm (11) zu kondensieren, und
wobei das durchlässige Gebiet der Schutzab-
deckung (60, 160, 261) in einer Nähe einer Po-
sition angeordnet ist, wo das Bildlicht von dem
Reflexionsspiegel (50) kondensiert wird.

2. Vorrichtung zur projektionsartigen Bildanzeige nach
Anspruch 1, wobei
die Schutzabdeckung (160) eine Öffnung (161) auf-
weist, die von der Reflexionsspiegelseite zu der
Schirmseite kommuniziert, und
das durchlässige Gebiet die Öffnung (161) ist.

3. Vorrichtung zur projektionsartigen Bildanzeige nach
Anspruch 1, wobei
mindestens ein Abschnitt der Schutzabdeckung
(261) aus einem lichtdurchlässigen Glied (262) aus-
gebildet ist und das durchlässige Gebiet aus dem
lichtdurchlässigen Glied (262) ausgebildet ist.

4. System zur projektionsartigen Bildanzeige, umfas-
send:

einen Schirm (11); und die Vorrichtung zur pro-
jektionsartigen Bildanzeige nach Anspruch 1.

5. System zur projektionsartigen Bildanzeige nach An-
spruch 4, wobei
die Schutzabdeckung (60, 160, 261) nach einem der
Ansprüche 2 bis 3 konfiguriert ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’affichage d’image du type à projection
comprenant :

un générateur de lumière d’image (40) configuré
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pour générer une lumière d’image ;
une optique de projection (300) configurée pour
projeter la lumière d’image sur un écran (11),
l’optique de projection comprenant un miroir de
réflexion (50) configuré pour réfléchir la lumière
d’image vers l’écran (11), la lumière d’image
étant délivrée par le générateur de lumière
d’image (40),
un capot de protection (60, 160, 261) compor-
tant une région de transmission qui transmet la
lumière d’image fournie sur un trajet optique de
la lumière d’image réfléchie par le miroir de ré-
flexion (50),
caractérisé en ce que
le miroir de réflexion (50) est configuré pour con-
denser la lumière d’image entre le miroir de ré-
flexion (50) et l’écran (11), et
la région de transmission du capot de protection
(60, 160, 261) est disposée dans le voisinage
d’une position où la lumière d’image est conden-
sée par le miroir de réflexion (50).

2. Dispositif d’affichage d’image du type à projection
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
le capot de protection (160) comporte une ouverture
(161) communiquant du côté de miroir de réflexion
au côté d’écran, et
la région de transmission est l’ouverture (161).

3. Dispositif d’affichage d’image du type à projection
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
au moins une partie du capot de protection (261) est
constituée d’un élément transmettant la lumière
(262) et la région de transmission est constituée de
l’élément transmettant la lumière (262).

4. Système d’affichage d’image du type à projection
comprenant :

un écran (11) ; et
le dispositif d’affichage d’image du type à pro-
jection de la revendication 1.

5. Système d’affichage d’image du type à projection
selon la revendication 4, dans lequel
le capot de protection (60, 160, 261) est configuré
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 2 à 3.

17 18 



EP 1 906 660 B1

11



EP 1 906 660 B1

12



EP 1 906 660 B1

13



EP 1 906 660 B1

14



EP 1 906 660 B1

15



EP 1 906 660 B1

16



EP 1 906 660 B1

17



EP 1 906 660 B1

18



EP 1 906 660 B1

19



EP 1 906 660 B1

20



EP 1 906 660 B1

21



EP 1 906 660 B1

22



EP 1 906 660 B1

23

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2004045894 A [0003]
• JP 2005316250 B [0007]

• EP 0415275 A [0007]
• JP 2000136643 B [0007]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

