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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to the preamble of claim 1,
and more particularly to a sitting passenger detecting apparatus which is applied to a seat disposed to be movable in
the longitudinal direction on a floor of a vehicle, such as an automobile.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] An example of a sitting passenger detecting apparatus disposed to be movable in the longitudinal direction on
a floor of a vehicle, such as an automobile, has been disclosed in
[0003] JP9-207638 A.
[0004] As shown in FIG. 9, the sitting passenger detecting apparatus incorporates load sensors 606 each of which is
interposed between a seat joining portion 604 for joining a seat 600 to a floor 602 and a joining portion 602A of the floor
602. The number of the load sensors 606 is two which is the minimum number. The load sensors 606 are disposed at
the two ends of a diagonal of the seat joining portions 604 which are usually provided for four portions. As a result,
presence of a passenger on the seat 600 can reliably be detected regardless of the position of the passenger sitting on
the seat 600. Moreover, an excessively large number of the load sensors is not provided so as to avoid a complex
structure and the cost increase.
[0005] The foregoing sitting passenger detecting apparatus incorporates the load sensor 606 provided for a portion
for joining the seat joining portion 604 provided for a lower rail of a seat track 610 and the floor 602 to each other.
Therefore, when the seat 600 has been moved rearwards along the seat track 610 and a seat back 600A has been
reclined rearwards, the load of the passenger resting against the seat back 600A sometimes causes an upward load to
be applied to the front seat joining portion 604. As a result, the load sensor 606 provided for the front seat joining portion
604 cannot substantially measure the load. Hence it follows that the measuring accuracy cannot be improved.
[0006] When bolts 608 serving as clamping members are tightened strongly in order to increase the rigidity for sup-
porting the seat 600, an initial value (initial distortion) of the load sensor 606 of the above-mentioned sitting passenger
detecting apparatus is enlarged excessively. As a result, the variation (varied distortion) of the load sensor 606 which
is caused by the load which must be measured is reduced with respect to the initial value. Since the variation with respect
to the initial value is reduced as described above, the measuring accuracy cannot be improved.
[0007] A generic sitting passenger detecting apparatus is known from US 5 865 463 A and includes a load detecting
means for detecting a vertical load added to a seat body joined to a car-body member; estimating means for estimating
a weight of a passenger in accordance with the load detected by said load detecting means; and seat-belt load detecting
means for detecting the load caused from the tension of the seat belt added to a seat belt anchor secured to said car-
body member.
[0008] Further sitting passenger detecting apparatuses are known from WO 99/12012 A, WO 98/51547 A, JP 10
297334 A, JP 09 150662 A, US 5 599 070 A and EP 0 878 364 A.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] It is an object of the present invention to further develop a sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to
the preamble of claim 1 such that the detecting of the weight of a passenger can be achieved in an accurate manner.
[0010] According to the invention, this object is achieved by a sitting passenger detecting apparatus having the features
of claim 1.
[0011] An advantageous further development is set out in the dependent claim.
[0012] According to the invention the load caused from the tension of the seat belt added to the seat belt anchor is
detected, the direction of the load caused from the tension of the seat belt is detected, the vertical load added in between
the car-body member and the seat body owing to the load caused from the tension of the seat belt is estimated, and the
weight of the passenger is estimated by subtracting the estimated load from the load detected by the load detecting
means. Therefore, exertion of the load caused from the tension of the seat belt is inhibited when the weight of the
passenger is accurately obtained.
[0013] The seat body may be secured to the car-body member through a joining member and the load detecting
means may be disposed adjacent to the seat body as compared with the position between the car-body member and
the joining member when the positional relationship is viewed along the passage through which the load is transmitted
from the seat body to the car-body member.
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[0014] The sitting passenger apparatus may be structured such that a relative-displacement permitting means for
permitting the seat body to relatively be displaced in at least the vertical direction with respect to the car-body member
owing to the weight of the passenger is disposed between the car-body member and the seat body. Moreover, the load
detecting means may be structured to detect change in a physical quantity occurring when the seat body is relatively
displaced with respect to the car-body member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view showing a seat to which a sitting passenger detecting apparatus according
to a comparative example not claimed when the seat is viewed from a diagonally forward outside position of the
vehicle;
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing an essential portion of the sitting passenger detecting apparatus
according to the comparative example when the apparatus is viewed from a diagonally forward outside position of
the vehicle;
FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken along line III-III shown in FIG. 2;
FIG. 4 is a schematic side view showing a portion of a vehicle to which the sitting passenger detecting apparatus
according to the comparative example not claimed is applied;
FIG. 5 is a schematic view showing the structure of a sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to a first
embodiment of the present invention in a state in which a child seat has been joined to a front passenger seat;
FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment;
FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a routine for estimating the weight of a passenger according to the first embodiment;
FIG. 8 is a schematic view showing the structure of a sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to a second
embodiment of the present invention in a state in which an adult has been sitting on a front passenger seat; and
FIG. 9 is a schematic side view showing a portion of a vehicle to which a conventional sitting passenger detecting
apparatus is applied.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0016] A comparative of a sitting passenger detecting apparatus not claimed will now be described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 4.
[0017] In FIGS. 1 to 4, an arrow FR indicates a forward direction of a vehicle, an arrow UP indicates an upward direction
of the vehicle and an arrow IN indicates an inward direction of the width of the vehicle.
[0018] As shown in FIG. 4 a seat 10 for a vehicle according to this comparative example constitutes a front passenger
seat of a vehicle 12. A seat back 16 rotatable in the longitudinal direction is joined to the rear portion of a seat cushion 14.
[0019] As shown in FIG. 1, a shaft 22 is arranged between rear ends 18A of right and left seat cushion frames 18
which form one pair. A seat-back frame 20 to which a seat-back pad 21, a headrest 23 and so forth are installed is joined
rotatively about the shaft 22 in the longitudinal direction. A portion in which the seat cushion frames 18 and the seat-
back frame 20 are connected to each other is provided with a known reclining mechanism (not shown). Thus, the rearward
reclining angle of the seat-back frame 20 with respect to the seat cushion frames 18 can be adjusted.
[0020] Flanges 18B and 18C facing outwards in the widthwise direction of the seat are formed in the peripheries at
two vertical ends of the seat cushion frames 18. Front and rear joining brackets 19 forming one pair are secured to the
inner surfaces of vertical walls 18D of the seat cushion frames 18 in the direction of the width of the seat. A seat-cushion
pan 24 is secured to the seat cushion frames 18 through the joining brackets 19. Note that a seat-cushion pad 26 is
disposed on the seat-cushion pan 24.
[0021] As shown in FIG. 4, joining portions 30A and 30B are formed at the two longitudinal ends of a lower rail 30 of
the seat rail 27. The joining portions 30A and 30B are, with bolts 32, secured to front and rear floor cross members 36
and 38 disposed on the floor 34 in the direction of the width of the vehicle.
[0022] As shown in FIG. 3, a lower portion 28A of an upper rail 28 of the seat rail 27 is engaged to the lower rail 30
slidably in the longitudinal direction. A flange 28B facing outside in the direction of the width of the seat is formed at the
top end of the upper rail 28. Since nails and locking mechanism for fixing the position of the upper rail 28 with respect
to the lower rail 30 have known structures, the structures are omitted from description and illustration.
[0023] As shown in FIG. 2, a sensor joining portion 40 facing downwards is formed adjacent to each of the two
longitudinal ends of the flange 28B of the upper rail 28. Each sensor joining portion 40 has an inverted trapezoidal side
cross sectional shape. On the other hand, a sensor joining portions 42 facing upwards is formed adjacent to each of the
two longitudinal ends of the lower flange 18C of the seat cushion frames 18. Each sensor joining portions 42 has a
trapezoidal side cross sectional shape. A thin plate 44 constituting a sensor, which is a displacement detecting means,
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is arranged between the sensor joining portion 40 of the upper rail 28 and the sensor joining portions 42 of the seat
cushion frames 18. The upper rail 28 and the seat cushion frames 18 are connected to each other at a position opposite
to the thin plate 44 by a bracket 46 serving as a connecting member. Note that each of the thin plate 44 and the bracket
46 has a rectangular cross sectional shape, the lengthwise direction of which is the vertical direction.
[0024] As shown in FIG. 3, the bracket 46 is downwards compressed and deformed as indicated with an alternate
long and two dashed line shown in FIG. 3 owing to a vertical load added in between the upper rail 28 and the seat
cushion frames 18 so that the distance between the upper rail 28 and the seat cushion frames 18 is changed. Note that
the bracket 46 has sufficient rigidity to prevent breakage. After the load has been released, the bracket 46 must restore
its original shape indicated with a solid line shown in FIG. 3. Therefore, spring steel must be employed and angle θ of
the bent portion must be enlarged. In particular, it is preferable that a flat plate bent into a wedge shape facing side as
shown in FIG. 3 is employed if the relationship with near elements is not limited.
[0025] A joining hole 48 is formed adjacent to each of two vertical ends of the thin plate 44. The joining holes 48 are
formed into elongated holes, the lengthwise direction of each of which.is the vertical direction. A joining hole 50 is formed
in the sensor joining portions 42 of the seat cushion frames 18. A joining hole 52 is formed in the sensor joining portion
40 of the upper rail 28. Bolts 54 are, from outside in the direction of the width of the seat 10, inserted into the joining
holes 48 and 50 and the joining holes 48 and 52. A thread portion 54A of the bolt 54 is engaged to a weld nut 56 disposed
at the inner portion of each of the sensor joining portions 42 and 40 in the direction of the width of the seat 10. The
bracket 46 has an upper end 46A welded to a vertical wall 18D of the seat cushion frames 18 and a lower end 46B
welded to a vertical wall 28C of the upper rail 28. A bent portion 46C formed at an intermediate portion of the bracket
46 in the vertical direction of the bracket 46 has a wedge-like shape facing side when the bent portion 46C is viewed
from the longitudinal direction of the seat 10. When a passenger 60 has sat on the seat 10, the load of the passenger
60 downwards compresses and deforms the bent portion 46C of the bracket 46 as indicated with an alternate long and
two dashed line shown in FIG. 3. Thus, the seat cushion frames 18 is (in a direction indicated with arrow A shown in
FIG. 3) moved downwards. A sensor 62 in the form of a sheet-like shape and serving as a sensor body is disposed on
the outer surface 44B of the vertical central portion 44A of the thin plate 44 in the direction of the width of the seat 10.
Therefore, when the seat cushion frames 18 has been moved downwards (the direction indicated with arrow A shown
in FIG. 3), the vertical central portion 44A of the thin plate 44 is deformed to warp to the outside in the direction of the
width of the seat 10. The distortion measuring sensor 62 is able to detect resulted distortion.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 4, the distortion measuring sensor 62 is connected to a control unit 64 serving as a weight
calculating means. The control unit 64 is connected to an impact detecting sensor 66, a front passenger-seat air-bag
apparatus 70 disposed in an instrument panel 68 and an indicator 71 disposed on the instrument panel 68.
[0027] In accordance with data of detected impact input from the impact detecting sensor 66 and data input from the
distortion measuring sensor 62 for use to determine presence of a passenger and the physique of the passenger, the
control unit 64 controls the operation and output of the inflator of a front passenger-seat air-bag apparatus 70. Moreover,
when the passenger 60 is not sitting on the seat 10, the control unit 64 turns the indicator 71 on to make a driver or the
like to know a fact that the front passenger-seat air-bag apparatus 70 is not operated if a state in which the front passenger-
seat air-bag apparatus 70 must be operated owing to collision or whatsoever.
[0028] The operation of the comparative example will now be described.
[0029] With the comparative example structured as described above, the weight of the passenger 60 who has sat on
the seat 10 is, as shown in FIG. 4, mainly added to a rear portion 14A of the seat cushion 14 and the seat back 16, as
indicated with arrows F1 and F2 shown in FIG. 4. As a result, the upper rail 28 is pressed downwards, causing the bent
portion 46C of the bracket 46 to be compressed and deformed downwards, as indicated with the alternate long and two
dashed line shown in FIG. 3. Therefore, the seat cushion frames 18 is moved downwards (the direction indicated with
arrow A shown in FIG. 3). Hence it follows that the distance from the seat cushion frames 18 to the upper rail 28 is
shortened. At this time, as indicated with the alternate long and two dashed line shown in FIG. 3, the vertical central
portion 44A of the thin plate 44 is warped outwards in the direction of the width of the seat 10. Therefore, caused distortion
can be detected by the sensor 62.
[0030] In the comparative example, the right and left upper rails 28 and the right and left seat cushion frames 18 are
connected to each other through front and rear brackets 46 which form a pair. The foregoing connecting portions are
formed at offset positions from the portion for joining the sensor 62 in the direction of the width of the seat 10 (in the
longitudinal direction of the vehicle). As a result, any influence of the clamping force between the upper rail and the seat
cushion frame is not exerted on a value measured by the sensor 62 as distinct from the conventional structure. If the
force for connecting the upper rail 28 and the seat cushion frames 18 to each other is enlarged, the detecting accuracy
of the sensor 62 does not deteriorate. Hence it follows that the measuring accuracy can be improved and the lateral
rigidity of the portion for joining the seat cushion frames 18 to the upper rail 28 can be maintained. As a result, the comfort
of the seat can be improved.
[0031] According to the comparative example, change in the load owing to the passenger 60 sitting in the seat 10 can
accurately be detected without any influence of the longitudinal slide position of the seat 10.
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[0032] The comparative example is structured such that the joining holes 48 of the thin plate 44 is formed into the
elongated hole extending in the vertical direction. Therefore, if the bracket 46 is deformed, the clamping position of the
joining holes 48 can easily be shifted to a position at which the thin plate 44 is clamped in a state in which no load is added.
[0033] As shown in FIG. 3, the comparative example is structured such that the bent portion 40C of the bracket 46 is
formed into the wedge shape facing side when the bent portion 40C is viewed from the longitudinal direction of the seat
10. As an alternative to this, as shown in FIG. 5, the bent portion 46C of the bracket 46 may be bent downwards to the
outside in the direction of the width of the seat 10 when the vertical wall 28C of the upper rail 28 is offset to the outside
in the direction of the width of the seat 10 with respect to the vertical wall 18D of the seat cushion frames 18. When a
load has been added from an upper position, the bent portion 46C may be compressed and deformed in a downward
direction as indicated with an alternate long and two dashed line shown in FIG. 5.
[0034] A structure as shown in FIG. 6 may be employed in which joining holes 74 and 76 are formed in the vertical
wall 18D of the seat cushion frames 18 and the vertical wall 28C of the upper rail 28. Moreover, joining holes 78 and 80
are formed in the two vertical end portions 46A and 46B of the bracket 46. A bolt 54 and a nut 56 are used to join the
bracket 46 to the vertical wall 18D of the seat cushion frames 18 and the vertical wall 28C of the upper rail 28. In addition,
the thin plate 44 provided with the sensor 62 is clamped in between the vertical wall 18D of the seat cushion frames 18
and the vertical wall 28C of the upper rail 28.
[0035] A first embodiment of the sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to the present invention will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 5 to 7.
[0036] FIG. 5 is a schematic view showing the structure of the first embodiment in a state in which a child seat has
been mounted on the front passenger seat. FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment.
[0037] Referring to FIG. 5, the seat 510 is a front passenger seat. The front passenger seat 510 incorporates a seat
body 510A for supporting the thighs and hips of the passenger; and a seat back 510B pivotally supported at the lower
end of the seat body 510 to support the upper body of the passenger. A frame 512 of the seat body 510A is secured to
upper rail members 514 forming a pair and disposed apart from each other in the direction of the width of the vehicle.
The upper rail members 514 are supported by lower rail members 516 by a known method such that the relative movement
with respect to the lower rail members 516 in the longitudinal direction is permitted. Moreover, stoppers (not shown) are
used to secure the upper rail members 514 at required positions.
[0038] The right and left lower rail members 516 are integrally connected to each other at the front and rear ends
thereof with connecting bars (not shown in FIG. 5) extending in the lateral direction of the vehicle. In the first embodiment,
the upper ends of the link members 518 and 520 are, with pins 522 and 524, pivotally supported at the front and rear
ends of the lower rail members 516. The lower ends of the link members 518 and 520 are pivotally supported by joining
brackets 530 and 532 with pins 526 and 528.
[0039] The link members 518 and 520 have the same effective length, that is, the same length between the pins, the
link members 518 and 520 being extended to be inclined toward the rear portion of the vehicle when viewed from a
lower position toward the upper end. The joining brackets 530 and 532 are secured to a floor member 538 of the vehicle
with bolts 534 and 536. Thus, the lower rail members 516, the link members 518 and 520 and the floor member 538
substantially form a four-joint link in the form of a parallelogram in association with the pins 522 and 524, the pins 526
and 528 and the joining brackets 530 and 532.
[0040] Coil springs (not shown in FIG. 5) for counterclockwise urging the link members 518 and 520 around the pins
526 and 528 when viewed in FIG. 5 are disposed around the pins 526 and 528. The lower rail members 516 or the
joining brackets 530 and 532 are provided with stoppers for preventing displacement of the link members 518 and 520
in a quantity not smaller than a predetermined quantity and caused from rotation in the counterclockwise direction when
viewed in FIG. 5.
[0041] As can be understood from the description, when a passenger has sat in the seat 510 and thus a downward
load is added to the seat body 510A, the link members 518 and 520, which have been stopped by the stoppers, are
rotated and displaced clockwise around the pins 526 and 528 when viewed in FIG. 5 against the spring force of a coil
spring. Thus, the lower rail members 516 approach the floor member 538. Therefore, the lower rail members 516, the
link members 518 and 520, the floor member 538, the pins 522 and 524, the pins 526 and 528 and the coil spring
constitute the relative-displacement permitting means for permitting relative displacement of the seat body so as to
relatively be displaced to approach the floor member 538 in accordance with the weight of the passenger added to the
seat body 510A.
[0042] A stopper 540 made of an elastic material and arranged to prevent excessive rotation and displacement of
each of the link members 518 and 520 in cooperation with the joining bracket 530 is secured to the lower surface of the
front end of each of the lower rail members 516. Moreover, a stopper 542 made of an elastic material and arranged to
prevent furthermore excessive rotation and displacement of each of the link members 518 and 520 in cooperation with
the lower rail members 516 is secured to the rear end of the joining bracket 530.
[0043] In the first embodiment, upper sensor devices 544A and lower sensor devices 544B are secured to the lower
surfaces of the right and left lower rail members 516 and the upper surfaces of the joining brackets 530. The sensor
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devices constitute a load sensor 544 which detects change in the electrostatic capacity to detect change in the distance
among the sensor devices so as to detect the load vertically added in between the lower rail members 516 and the floor
member 538.
[0044] Although only one load sensor 544 is illustrated in FIG. 5, one load sensor is provided for each of the right and
left portions of the seat 510. The foregoing load sensors are called load sensors 544R and 544L, respectively. The load
sensors 544R and 544L output signals indicating loads Psr and Psl with reference to a load of zero which realized when
no passenger is sitting on the front passenger seat 510.
[0045] Brackets 546 forming a pair are secured to the floor member 538 at positions adjacent to the right and left
joining brackets 532 disposed in the rear portion. The lower end of the seat-belt anchor 550 is pivotally supported by
each of the brackets 546 with a pin 548. As is commonly known, each seat-belt anchor 550 supports an end or an
intermediate position of the seat belt 552. A seat-belt-load sensor 554 for detecting load Psb caused from tension Tsb
of the seat belt 552 is provided for either seat-belt anchor 550. An angle sensor 556 for detecting an inclination angle θ
of the seat-belt anchor 550 from the perpendicular is provided for the corresponding bracket 546.
[0046] As shown in FIG. 6, signals indicating the loads Psr and Psl detected by the load sensors 544R and 544L,
respectively, a signal indicating the load Psb detected by the seat-belt-load sensor 554 and a signal indicating the
inclination angle θ detected by the angle sensor 556 are input to an air-bag expansion control apparatus 558. Also a
signal indicating longitudinal acceleration Gx of the car body is input to the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558
from a longitudinal acceleration sensor 560 and a signal indicating lateral acceleration Gy is input to the same from a
lateral acceleration sensor 562.
[0047] The air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 incorporates a microcomputer having a usual structure which
including, for example, a CPU, a ROM, a RAM and an input/output port unit. As described later, the air-bag expansion
control apparatus 558 estimates the weight W of a passenger and weight Wc for use to control the expansion in accordance
with the loads Psr, Psl and Psb and the inclination angle θ. Moreover, the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558
determines collision of a vehicle if the absolute value of the longitudinal acceleration Gx of the car body or the lateral
acceleration Gy of the car body is made to be larger than a reference value to expand the air bag 564.
[0048] In the illustrated embodiment, the air bag 564 consists of a front air bag and a side air bag for a driver, a lower
front air bag and an upper front air bag for the front passenger seat and a lower side air bag and an upper side air bag
for the front passenger seat.
[0049] When the absolute value of the longitudinal acceleration Gx of the car body is made to be larger than the
reference value, the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 determines that collision in the longitudinal direction of
the vehicle has occurred. When the estimated weight Wc of the passenger is smaller than a first reference value W1 (a
positive constant), the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 expands the front air bag for the driver. However, the
air bag.for the front passenger seat is not expanded in the foregoing case. When the estimated weight Wc of the
passenger is not smaller than the first reference value W1 and smaller than a second reference value W2 (which is a
positive constant larger than W1) the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 expands the front air bag for the driver
and the lower front air bag for the front passenger seat. When the estimated weight Wc is not smaller than the second
reference value W2, the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 expands the front air bag for the driver and the lower
front air bag and the upper front air bag for the front passenger seat.
[0050] Similarly, when the absolute value of the lateral acceleration Gy of the car body is larger than a reference value,
the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 determines that lateral collision (side collision) of the vehicle has occurred.
When the engaged weight Wc of the passenger is smaller than the first reference value W1, the air-bag expansion
control apparatus 558 expands the side air bag for the driver. In this state, the air bag for the front passenger seat is not
expanded. When the estimated weight Wc of the passenger is not smaller than the first reference value W1 and smaller
than the second reference value W2, the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 expands the side air bag for the driver
and the lower side air bag for the front passenger seat. When the estimated weight Wc of the passenger is not smaller
than the second reference value W2, the air-bag expansion control apparatus 558 expands the side air bag for the driver
and the side air bag and the upper side air bag for the front passenger seat.
[0051] Note that the structure of the air bag and control of expansion which is performed by the air-bag expansion
control apparatus 558 are not the essential portion of the present invention. An arbitrary structure of the air bag can be
employed and also the control of the expansion of the air bag may be performed by an arbitrary method.
[0052] Referring to FIG. 5, the principle of detecting the weight w of the passenger according to the first embodiment
will now be described.
[0053] As shown in FIG. 5, a state will now be considered in which the child seat 566 has been mounted on the front
passenger seat 510 and a little child 568 has sat in the child seat 566. The illustrated child seat 566 incorporates an
upper seat member 566B and a lower seat member 566A. The lower seat member 566A is secured to the seat 510 with
the seat belt 552. The upper seat member 566B is secured to the lower seat member 566A. Thus, child seat 566 is
secured to the seat 510.
[0054] As shown in FIG. 5, an assumption is made that the weight of the little child 568 and that of the child seat 566
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are Wp and Ws, respectively. Thus, the Psb which is added to the seat-belt anchor 550 through the seat belt 552 is the
same as the tension Tsb of the seat belt 52. The angle of the load Psb made from the perpendicular θ. Since reaction
force of each of the link members 518 and 520 can be ignored, the vertical load Ps which is added to the seat 10 is
expressed by the following equation (1). 

[0055] The load Ps is the same as the sum of the loads Psr and Psl detected by the load sensors 544R and 544L.
Assuming that the sum of the weight of the little child 568 and that of the child seat 566 is W, the total weight W is
expressed by the following equation (2).

[0056] Also in a case where a passenger is sitting in the front passenger seat 510, the weight W of the passenger is
expressed by the foregoing equation (2). Therefore, when the loads Psr, Psl and Psb and the angle θ are detected, the
weight W of the passenger or the sum of the weight of the little child 568 and that of the child seat 566 can be obtained
in accordance with the foregoing equation (2).
[0057] FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing a routine for estimating the weight of a passenger according to the illustrated
first embodiment. Control which is performed in accordance with the flow chart shown in FIG. 7 is started after a lapse
of a first predetermined period of time from a moment an ignition switch (not shown) has been switched on. Moreover,
the control is repeatedly performed at intervals of a second predetermined period of time.
[0058] In step S10 signals and the like indicating the loads Psr and Psl detected by the corresponding load sensors
544R and 544L are read. In step S20 the weight W of the passenger is calculated in accordance with the detected loads
Psr, Psl, Psb and the angle θ by using the foregoing equation (2).
[0059] In step S30 a determination is made whether or not the weight W is smaller than the second reference value
W1 If an affirmative determination is made, the weight Wc for controlling the expansion is made to be Wc1 (a positive
constant) in step S40. When a negative determination is made, the operation proceeds to step S50.
[0060] In step S50 a determination is made whether or not the weight W is smaller than the second reference value
W2. If an affirmative determination is made, the weight Wc for controlling the expansion is made to be Wc2 (a positive
constant larger than Wc1) in step S60. If a negative determination is made, the weight Wc for controlling the expansion
is made to be Wc3 (a positive constant larger than Wc2) in step S70.
[0061] In step S80 weight Wc for controlling the expansion determined in step S40, S60 or S70 is stored in the RAM
of the microcomputer. Then, the operation proceeds to step S90.
[0062] In step S90 a determination is made whether or not the second predetermined time has elapsed. If a negative
determination is made, step S90 is repeatedly performed. If an affirmative determination is made, the operation returns
to step S10.
[0063] The first embodiment is structured such that the weight W of the passenger is calculated in accordance with
the equation (2). Thus, an influence of the load caused from the tension of the seat belt 552 can be eliminated. Therefore,
the weight of the passenger can accurately be detected. As a result, the physique of the passenger can accurately be
determined.
[0064] The first embodiment has the structure that the load sensor 544 uses an amount of displacement occurring
when the lower rail members 516 relatively approaches the floor member 538 owing to the weight of the passenger
sitting on the seat 510 so as to detect the load caused from the weight of the passenger. That is, the load which is added
in between the joining bracket 530 or 532 and the floor member 538 is not detected. Therefore, influences of the loads
for joining the brackets 530 and 532 to the floor member 538 by using the bolts 534 and 536 and change in the joining
loads can reliably be eliminated. Thus, the weight of the passenger can be detected.
[0065] A second embodiment of the sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to the present invention will now
be described with reference to FIG. 8.
[0066] FIG. 8 is a schematic view showing the structure of a second embodiment of the seating passenger detecting
apparatus for vehicle according to the present invention in a state in which an adult has sat on the front passenger seat.
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Elements which are shown in FIG. 8 and which are the same as those shown in FIG. 5 are given the same reference
numerals as those shown in FIG. 5.
[0067] The second embodiment has a structure that the link members 518 and 520 extend to be inclined to the front
portion of the vehicle when they are viewed in a direction from their lower ends to the upper ends. The inclination angle
of each of the link members 518 and 520 is substantially the same as the inclination angle θ of the seat belt 552 which
is realized when the seat 510 is at a standard position in the longitudinal direction and an adult 570 having a standard
physique is sitting on the seat 510.
[0068] The rear link member 520 is disposed at the same position as that of the seat belt 552 or adjacent to the same
in a state in which an adult 570 having a standard physique is sitting on the seat 510 when the rear link member 520 is
viewed in a lateral direction of the vehicle.
[0069] Also the second embodiment does not incorporate the seat-belt-load sensor 554 and the angle sensor 556
according to the first embodiment. The other structures of this embodiment are similar to those according to the com-
parative example. Also the estimation of the weight of the passenger which is performed by the air-bag expansion control
apparatus according to this embodiment is performed by a routine (not shown) which is similar to that according to the
first embodiment except for the structure that the weight W is calculated as the sum of the loads Psr and Psl in step 20
shown in FIG. 7.
[0070] Therefore, according to the second embodiment, the rear link member 520 also serves as a seat-belt-load
maintaining means for maintaining the load Psb added to the seat-belt anchor 550 owing to the tension Tsb of the seat
belt 552. Therefore, the load caused from the tension Tsb of the seat belt 552 is not substantially added to the right and
left sensor 544. Therefore, the weight W of the passenger can accurately be detected and determined without any
substantial influence of the tension Tsb of the seat belt 552.
[0071] Each of the first and second embodiments has the structure that the load sensor 544 detects an amount of
displacement occurring when the lower rail members 516 relatively approaches the floor member 538 to detect the load
caused from the weight of the passenger. The load caused from the weight of the passenger may be detected as an
amount of an arbitrary physical quantity which is changed owing to relative approach of the lower rail members 516 to
the floor member 538. The physical quantity may be any one of the following factors: a load which is added in between
the lower rail members 516 and the floor member 538 or the brackets 530 and 532; a rotational angle of the link member
518 or the link member 520; a rotational angle of the pin 522, the pin 524, the pin 526 or the pin 528; the torsional angle
or the torsional torque; deformation and distortion of support legs for connecting securing the lower rail members 516
to the floor member 538 with using any link; and pressure which is applied from the upper rail members 514 to the lower
rail members 516 through a roller (not shown).
[0072] Each of the first and second embodiment incorporates the right and left load sensors 544R and 544L forming
a pair. The load sensors may be disposed apart from each other in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle by providing
the load sensors for the connecting bar which integrally connects the right and left lower rail members 516 to each other.
Moreover, the load sensor may be provided for only the front connecting bar or the rear connecting bar.
[0073] In each of the first and second embodiment, the lower rail members 516, the link members 518 and 520, the
floor member 538, the pins 522 and 524, the pins 526 and 528 and the coil spring constitute the relative-displacement
permitting means which permits relative displacement of the seat body to approach the floor member 538 in accordance
with the weight of the passenger which is added to the seat body 510A. Note that the relative-displacement permitting
means may be structured arbitrarily if the structure permits at least vertical relative displacement of the seat body 510A
with respect to the floor member 538.
[0074] For example, the relative-displacement permitting means may be a structure formed by combining a guide
member which permits at least vertical displacement of the seat body 510A with respect to the floor member 538 and
a member which is guided by the guide member. In particular, the first embodiment may have a structure that the link
members 518 and 520 extend to be inclined in the forward direction of the vehicle when the link members 518 and 520
are viewed from their lower ends toward their upper ends.
[0075] The load sensor 544 according to the first and second embodiment may be a sensor for detecting the load
which is added to the seating surface of the seat body 510A or the load which is added in between the floor member
538 and the brackets 530 and 532. The load sensor 544 according to the first embodiment may be a sensor for detecting
the load which is added in between the floor member 538 and the brackets 530 and 532.
[0076] Each of the first and second embodiment has the structure that the lower rail members 516, the link members
518 and 520 and the floor member 538, in cooperation with the pins 522 and 524, the pins 526 and 528 and the coil
spring, constitute the relative-displacement permitting means for permitting relative displacement of the seat body to
approach the floor member 538 in accordance with the weight of the passenger which is added to the seat body 510A.
The lower rail members 516 may firmly be connected to the brackets 530 and 532 without the relative-displacement
permitting means.
[0077] In the first embodiment, the seat 510 is the front passenger seat. The seat to which the sitting passenger
detecting apparatus according to the present invention is applied may be a driver’s seat or another seat. Although the
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seat 510 is the slide seat, the seat may be a fixed seat.
[0078] In each embodiment, the sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to the present invention is applied
to the front passenger seat. The sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to the present invention may be applied
to another seat except for the front passenger seat.

Claims

1. A sitting passenger detecting apparatus including:

at least one load detecting means (544) for detecting a vertical load added to a seat body (510A) joined to a
car-body member;
estimating means (559) for estimating a weight of a passenger in accordance with the load detected by said
load detecting means (544);
seat-belt load detecting means (554) for detecting the load caused from the tension of the seat belt (552) added
to a seat belt anchor (550) secured to said car-body member;
characterized by
direction detecting means (556) for detecting the direction of the load caused from the tension; wherein said
estimating means (559) estimates the vertical load added in between the car body and said seat body (510A)
owing to the load caused from the tension based on the load detected by the seat-belt load detection means
(554) and the direction detected by the direction detecting means (556) and subtracts the estimated load from
the load detected by said load detecting means (544) so as to estimate the weight of the passenger.

2. A sitting passenger detecting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said seat body (510A) is secured to said car-
body member through a joining member (530, 532) via relative-displacement permitting means (516, 518, 520, 522,
524, 526, 528) for permitting relative displacement of said seat body (510A) to said car-body member and said load
detecting means (544) comprises an upper sensor device (544A) mounted to the seat body (510A) and a lower
sensor device (544B) mounted to the joining member (530, 532) which sensor devices (544A, 544B) detect a change
in electrostatic capacity with a change in distance between said sensor devices (544A, 544B).

Patentansprüche

1. Erfassungsgerät für einen sitzenden Passagier mit:

wenigstens einer Lasterfassungseinrichtung (544) zum Erfassen einer vertikalen Last, die auf einen mit einem
Wagenkastenbauteil verbundenen Sitzkörper (510A) aufgebracht wird,
einer Schätzeinrichtung (559) zum Schätzen eines Gewichts eines Passagiers in Übereinstimmung mit der
durch die Lasterfassungseinrichtung (544) erfassten Last;
einer Sitzgurtlasterfassungseinrichtung (554) zum Erfassen der Last, die durch die Spannung des Sitzgurts
(552) verursacht wird, welche auf einen Sitzgurtanker (550) aufgebracht wird, der an dem Wagenkastenbauteil
befestigt ist,
gekennzeichnet durch
eine Richtungserfassungseinrichtung (556) zum Erfassen der Richtung der durch die Spannung verursachten
Last; wobei die Schätzeinrichtung (559) die vertikale Last, die zwischen dem Wagenkasten und dem Sitzkörper
(510A) aufgrund der durch die Spannung verursachten Last aufgebracht wird, auf Basis der durch die Sitz-
gurtlasterfassungseinrichtung (554) erfassten Last und der durch die Richtungserfassungseinrichtung (556)
erfassten Richtung schätzt und die geschätzte Last von der durch die Lasterfassungseinrichtung (544) erfassten
Last abzieht, um das Gewicht des Passagiers zu schätzen.

2. Erfassungsgerät für einen sitzenden Passagier nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Sitzkörper (510A) durch ein Verbin-
dungsbauteil (530, 532) über Relativverschiebungsermöglichungseinrichtungen (516, 518, 520, 522, 524, 526, 528)
zum Ermöglichen einer relativen Verschiebung des Sitzkörpers (510A) zu dem Wagenkastenbauteil an dem Wa-
genkastenbauteil befestigt ist, und wobei die Lasterfassungseinrichtung (544) eine an dem Sitzkörper (510A) mon-
tierte obere Sensorvorrichtung (544A) und eine an dem Verbindungsbauteil (530, 532) montierte untere Sensor-
vorrichtung (544B) aufweist, wobei beide Sensorvorrichtungen (544A, 544B) eine Veränderung einer elektrostati-
schen Kapazität mit einer Veränderung eines Abstands zwischen den Sensorvorrichtungen (544A, 544B) erfassen.
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Revendications

1. Appareil de détection de passager assis comportant :

au moins un moyen de détection de charge (544) pour détecter une charge verticale ajoutée à un corps de
siège (510A) relié à un élément de carrosserie ;
un moyen d’estimation (559) pour estimer un poids d’un passager conformément à la charge détectée par ledit
moyen de détection de charge (544) ;
un moyen (554) de détection de charge d’une ceinture de sécurité pour détecter la charge provoquée par la
tension de la ceinture de sécurité (552) ajoutée à un ancrage de ceinture de sécurité (550) fixé audit élément
de carrosserie ;
caractérisé par
un moyen de détection de direction (556) pour détecter la direction de la charge provoquée par la tension ; où
ledit moyen d’estimation (559) estime la charge verticale ajoutée entre la carrosserie et ledit corps de siège
(510A) en raison de la charge provoquée par la tension sur la base de la charge détectée par le moyen de
détection de charge d’une ceinture de sécurité (554) et la direction détectée par le moyen de détection de
direction (556) et soustrait la charge estimée de la charge détectée par ledit moyen de détection de charge
(544) de sorte à estimer le poids du passager.

2. Appareil de détection de passager assis selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit corps de siège (510A) est fixé
audit élément de carrosserie à travers un élément de jonction (530, 532) à travers un moyen permettant un dépla-
cement relatif (516, 518, 520, 522, 524, 526, 528) pour permettre un déplacement relatif dudit corps de siège (510A)
vers ledit élément de carrosserie et ledit moyen de détection de charge (544) comprend un dispositif de détection
supérieur (544A) monté sur le corps de siège (510A) et un dispositif de détection inférieur (544B) monté sur l’élément
de jonction (530, 532), lesquels dispositifs de détection (544A, 544B) détectent un changement de la capacité
électrostatique avec un changement de la distance entre lesdits dispositifs de détection (544A, 544B).
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