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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an electronic
device equipped with a plurality of substrates and a
method for using the same and, more specifically, to an
electronic device such as a temperature regulator for
performing temperature regulation or a digital panel me-
ter for measuring various types of inputs, and a method
for using the same.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Electronic devices equipped with a plurality of
substrates include various models. For example, tem-
perature regulators range from a low-end model for sim-
ple temperature regulation to a high-end model for pre-
cise temperature regulation. Each model is further di-
vided into a plurality of models different in specification
such as output form like relay output or transistor output,
or input/output points.
[0003] Temperature regulators are designed individu-
ally according to their functions and specifications, and
the circuit substrates to be placed thereon are different
in type and number.
[0004] When different models of temperature regula-
tors require different circuit substrates in terms of type
and number, in order to cope with the various models of
electronic devices, various kinds of circuit substrates
must be designed. fabricated, or controlled (hereinafter,
referred to as fabrication and the like). The fabrication
and the like of these various kinds of circuit substrates
increase the cost of temperature regulators.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] An object of the present invention is to make
circuit substrates sharable among different models of
electronic devices.
[0006] According to an aspect of the present inven-
tion, an electronic device is equipped with a plurality of
substrates, and includes: a base substrate which has a
connection part and shared wiring connected to the con-
nection part; an attaching substrate which has a special
circuit in accordance with a function thereof and which
is attached to the connection part so as to connect the
special circuit with the shared wiring; and a control cir-
cuit which is mounted on either the base substrate or
the attaching substrate, and which is connected to the
shared wiring, wherein the control circuit discriminates
the attaching substrate attached to the connection part
of the base substrate, thereby making the electronic de-
vice operate as a required model out of a plurality of
models.
[0007] In this case, a "connection part" is a member

for connecting the base substrate with an attaching sub-
strate to be attached and, for example, is formed of a
connector to connect the shared wiring of the base sub-
strate with a special circuit of the attaching substrate to
be attached.
[0008] The "shared wiring" indicates wiring to be
shared and, for example, wiring shared among a plural-
ity of attaching substrates or a plurality of models.
[0009] The "functions" indicate not only function such
as input, output, power supply, or communication, but
also function such as analog input or digital input, and
further indicate output form such as relay output or tran-
sistor output or input/output points. The special
circuit" indicates a circuit in accordance with such a
function, like an input circuit, an output circuit, or a pow-
er-supply circuit.
[0010] The "model" indicates a type of device, and it
is not only the kind of electronic device itself such as a
temperature regulator or a digital panel meter, but also
the type of function such as a high-end model or a low-
end model in the same kind of electronic device such as
a temperature regulator. It also indicates the type such
as input/output points or output form.
[0011] According to the present invention, attaching
an attaching substrate provided with a special circuit ac-
cording to its function to the connection part of the base
substrate having the shared wiring can connect the spe-
cial circuit with the shared wiring, and the control circuit
mounted on either the base substrate or the attaching
substrate discriminates the attaching substrate via the
shared wiring so as to make the model operate as the
required model. Therefore, a required model can be
constructed by selecting the attaching substrate having
the function in accordance with the required model and
attaching it to the base substrate. Hence, among the
models having the same function, the attaching sub-
strate in accordance with the function is sharable. For
example, among the models having the same relay out-
put function, the attaching substrate for relay output is
sharable.
[0012] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
connection part is a connector, and the attaching sub-
strate to be detachably attached to the connector is
sharable among different models.
[0013] According to the present invention, by select-
ing the attaching substrate provided with a special circuit
in accordance with the function required for the required
model, and detachably attaching the substrate to the
connector of the base substrate, the required model of
electronic device can be formed.
[0014] In a preferable embodiment of the present in-
vention, the electronic device includes a case for hous-
ing the plurality of substrates, the case is of the same
size in the plurality of models, the base substrate is
shared among the plurality of models, and the control
circuit is mounted on the attaching substrate.
[0015] The "case being of the same size" indicates not
only completely the same size, but also approximately
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the same size with minor difference in the shape of a
terminal portion or the like.
[0016] According to the present invention, different
models having the same size can share the base sub-
strate and the attaching substrate. The control circuit for
control operation, which is mounted on the attaching
substrate, offers more flexibility in designing models
with various functions than the control circuit which is
mounted on the base substrate.
[0017] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, the electronic device includes a case
for housing the plurality of substrates, the plurality of
models include a model having a case of a different size,
and the attaching substrate has a size corresponding to
the model having the smallest case.
[0018] According to the present invention, the size of
the attaching substrate is made to correspond to the
smallest model of the plurality of models with cases dif-
ferent in size. This enables the attaching substrate to be
attached not only to the model with the smallest size but
also to the models having larger sizes, thereby increas-
ing the number of models which can share the attaching
substrate.
[0019] In still another embodiment of the present in-
vention, the electronic device includes an attaching sub-
strate for input, an attaching substrate for power supply,
and an attaching substrate for output which are provided
with an input circuit, a power-supply circuit, and an out-
put circuit, respectively, as the above-mentioned special
circuit.
[0020] According to the present invention, by select-
ing an attaching substrate for input, an attaching sub-
strate for power supply, and an attaching substrate for
output having functions in accordance with the specifi-
cations of the input, power supply and output of the re-
quired model, and by attaching the selected attaching
substrates to the base substrate, the required model of
electronic device can be formed.
[0021] In the present invention, it is possible to attach
an attaching substrate which has another special circuit
for communication or for adding-in into the base sub-
strate, or to provide a special circuit such as an input
circuit or a power-supply circuit in the base substrate,
thereby eliminating the corresponding attaching sub-
strate.
[0022] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
connection part of the base substrate is assigned the
necessary attaching substrate to be attached in accord-
ance with the model, and a erroneous attachment pre-
vention part are provided for allowing the necessary at-
taching substrate to be attached to the connection part
and preventing the other attaching substrates from be-
ing attached.
[0023] According to the present invention, the provi-
sion of the erroneous attachment prevention part makes
the previously assigned necessary attaching substrate
be attached to the connection part of the base substrate,
without causing the other attaching substrates to be mis-

takenly attached.
[0024] In a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention, the erroneous attachment prevention part pre-
vents the attachment of the attaching substrates other
than the necessary attaching substrate by causing a
side of the attaching substrates to bring into contact with
an electronic component mounted on the base sub-
strate, and allows the attachment of the necessary at-
taching substrate by not causing the contact.
[0025] According to the present invention, the attach-
ing substrates are designed to have different side
shapes from each other, and electronic components are
properly arranged in the vicinity of the connection part
of the base substrate. This prevents the attaching sub-
strates other than the necessary attaching substrate
from being attached to the connection part of the base
substrate by causing the side to bring into contact with
the electronic component, and allows the attachment of
the necessary attaching substrate with a different side
shape by not causing the contact.
[0026] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, an electronic device is equipped with a plurality
of substrates, and includes: abase substrate which has
a plurality of connectors and shared wiring connected
to the connectors; a plurality of attaching substrates
which have respective special circuits in accordance
with functions thereof and which are detachably at-
tached to the connectors so as to connect the special
circuits with the shared wiring; and a control circuit which
is mounted on either the base substrate or the attaching
substrates, and which is connected to the shared wiring,
wherein the control circuit discriminates the attaching
substrates attached to the connectors of the base sub-
strate, thereby making the electronic device perform
temperature regulating operation as a required model
out of a plurality of models.
[0027] According to the present invention, by attach-
ing the attaching substrate having a special circuit in ac-
cordance with the function into the connector of the base
substrate having shared wiring, the special circuit and
the shared wiring are connected to each other, and the
control circuit mounted on either the base substrate or
the attaching substrate identifies the attaching substrate
via the shared wiring so as to perform temperature reg-
ulating operation as the required model. Consequently,
by selecting the attaching substrate provided with a spe-
cial circuit in accordance with the required model, and
attaching the selected substrate into the base substrate,
the required model of temperature regulator can be
formed. Hence, among the models having the same
function, the attaching substrate in accordance with the
function is sharable. For example, among different mod-
els of temperature regulators having the same relay out-
put function, the attaching substrate for relay output is
sharable.
[0028] Further, according to still another aspect of the
present invention, an electronic device is equipped with
a plurality of substrates, and includes: a base substrate
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which has a plurality of connectors and shared wiring
connected to the connectors; a plurality of attaching
substrates which have respective special circuits in ac-
cordance with functions thereof and which are attached
to the connectors in a removable manner so as to con-
nect the special circuits with the shared wiring: and a
control circuit which is mounted on either the base sub-
strate or the attaching substrates, and which is connect-
ed to the shared wiring, wherein the control circuit dis-
criminates the attaching substrates attached to the con-
nectors of the base substrate, thereby making the elec-
tronic device perform measurement processing opera-
tion as a required model out of a plurality of models.
[0029] According to the present invention, by attach-
ing the attaching substrate having a special circuit in ac-
cordance with the function into the connector of the base
substrate having shared wiring, the special circuit and
the shared wiring are connected to each other, and the
control circuit mounted on either the base substrate or
the attaching substrate discriminates the attaching sub-
strate via the shared wiring so as to perform measure-
ment processing operation as the required model. Con-
sequently, by selecting the attaching substrate provided
with a special circuit in accordance with the required
model, and attaching the selected substrate into the
base substrate, the required model of measuring device
can be constructed. Hence, among the models having
the same function, the attaching substrate in accord-
ance with the function is sharable. For example, among
different models of measuring devices having the same
relay output function, the attaching substrate for relay
output is sharable.
[0030] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
electronic device further includes a case for housing the
plurality of substrates, the base substrate is housed in
the case along a front surface of the case and is provid-
ed with an operation part and a display part, and the
attaching substrates are shareable among different
models.
[0031] According to the present invention, the attach-
ing substrate necessary for the construction of a re-
quired model of temperature regulator or measuring de-
vice can be attached to the base substrate arranged
along the front surface of the case equipped with an op-
eration unit and a display unit. This enables the attach-
ing substrate to be shared among different models of
temperature regulator or measuring device.
[0032] In a preferred embodiment of the preset inven-
tion, the plurality of attaching substrates include an at-
taching substrate which is sharable between the model
performing the temperature regulating operation and
the model performing the measurement processing op-
eration, and the control circuit which makes the model
perform the temperature regulating operation and the
control circuit which makes the model perform the
measurement processing operation are mounted on dif-
ferent attaching substrates.
[0033] According to the present invention, by attach-

ing either the attaching substrate provided with a control
circuit for temperature control or the attaching substrate
provided with a control circuit for temperature regula-
tion, the electronic device can be operated as a temper-
ature regulator or a measuring device, and the other at-
taching substrates can be shared between the temper-
ature regulator and the measuring device, thereby fur-
ther increasing the number of sharable attaching sub-
strates
[0034] In another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the plurality of models include a mode having a dif-
ferent size of case, and the attaching substrates have a
size corresponding to the model having the smallest
case.
[0035] According to the present invention, it is possi-
ble to share the base substrate and the attaching sub-
strate among a plurality of models having the same size.
Furthermore, since the size of the attaching substrate is
made to correspond to the smallest model of the plurality
of models with cases different in size, it is possible to
attach the attaching substrate not only to the model with
the smallest size but also to the models having larger
sizes, thereby increasing the number of models which
can share the attaching substrate.
[0036] According to yet another aspect of the present
invention, a method for using the electronic device in-
cluding: a base substrate which has a connection part
and shared wiring connected to the connection part ; an
attaching substrate which has a special circuit in accord-
ance with a function thereof and which is attached to the
connection part so as to connect the special circuit with
the shared wiring; and a control circuit which is mounted
on either the base substrate or the attaching substrate,
and which is connected to the shared wiring; the control
circuit discriminating the attaching substrate attached to
the connection part of the base substrate, thereby mak-
ing the electronic device operate as a required model
out of a plurality of models, the method including the
steps of: selecting the attaching substrate from a plural-
ity of attaching substrates having different functions
from each other; and attaching the selected attaching
substrate into the connection part of the base substrate
so as to use the electronic device as the required model.
[0037] According to the present invention, the attach-
ing substrate is shared among a plurality of models , and
the attaching substrate corresponding to the required
model is selected and attached to the connection part,
thereby using the device as the required model of the
electronic device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0038]

Figs. 1A to 1C are perspective views of temperature
regulators according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the circuit struc-
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tures of the temperature regulator of Figs. 1A to 1C;
Figs . 3A to 3C illustrate the arrangement of the con-
nectors of the base substrates of the temperature
regulators of Figs. 1A to 1C;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the state where
module substrates are attached to the base sub-
strate;
Fig. 5 is an exploded perspective view showing the
structure of the circuit substrate of a temperature
regulator;
Fig. 6 is an exploded perspective view showing the
structure of the circuit substrate of another temper-
ature regulator;
Fig. 7 is an exploded perspective view showing the
structure of the circuit substrate of still another tem-
perature regulator;
Figs. 8A to 8C illustrate module substrates;
Figs. 9A and 9B are illustrations for describing the
prevention of erroneous attachment of the module
substrate;
Fig. 10 is a flowchart for describing the operation of
the temperature regulator;
Fig. 11 is a flowchart for describing the operation of
another temperature regulator;
Fig. 12 is an illustration showing the generation of
a module select signal for discriminating the module
substrates;
Fig. 13 is an illustration showing the generation of
a type signal for discriminating the module sub-
strates;
Fig. 14 is an exploded perspective view showing the
structure of the circuit substrate of a digital panel
meter;
Fig. 15 is an illustration showing the arrangement
of the connectors in the base substrate of the digital
panel meter of Fig. 14; and
Fig. 16 is a flowchart for describing an operation.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0039] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

[0040] Figs. 1A, 1B and 1C are perspective views of
temperature regulators 1A, 1B. and 1C as an electronic
device according to the embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0041] In Fig. 1A, the temperature regulator 1A has a
front case 2a of which outer dimensions are 96 3 96
mm in accordance with DIN standards. In Fig. 1B, the
temperature regulator 1B has a front case 2b of which
outer dimensions are 48 3 96 mm in accordance with
the DIN standards. In Fig. 1C, the temperature regulator
1c has a front case 2c of which outer dimensions are 48
3 48 mm in accordance with the DIN standards. These

temperature regulators 1A to 1C are the temperature
regulators according to the present invention. In the fol-
lowing description, for convenience of description, the
temperature regulators 1A, 1B and 1C in Figs. 1A, 1B
and 1C are referred to as large-size, middle-size and
small-size temperature regulators, respectively.
[0042] The large-size, middle-size and small-size
temperature regulators 1A to 1C are provided with cas-
es 4a to 4c including the front cases 2a to 2c and rear
cases 3a to 3c, respectively. The cases 4a to 4c have
different sizes from each other.
[0043] The front cases 2a to 2c have rectangular tem-
perature information display units 5a to 5c, respectively,
which are formed of liquid crystal and which display tem-
perature information such as current temperature or tar-
get temperature. A plurality of operation keys 6a to 6c
for setting various functions are provided below the tem-
perature information display units 5a to 5c.
[0044] The temperature regulators 1A to 1C are so
designed to house a plurality of circuit substrates , which
will be described later, into the cases 4a to 4c and, ba-
sically, have the same circuit structure to share the cir-
cuit substrates.
[0045] Fig. 2 is a block diagram for describing the cir-
cuit structure common to the temperature regulators 1A
to 1C. This circuit structure is common to the tempera-
ture regulators 1A to 1C.
[0046] In the present embodiment, each of the tem-
perature regulators 1A to 1C includes a front module 7,
an input module 8, a power-supply module 9, and an
output/communication module 10. The output/commu-
nication module 10 may be divided into an output mod-
ule and a communication module.
[0047] The front module 7 is formed of a base sub-
strate housed on the front cases 2a to 2c side, and has
a particular size according to the large-size, middle-size
or small-size model. For the display in the temperature
information display unit 5, the front module 7 includes a
liquid crystal cell (LCD) 11, an LCD driver 12, a backlight
LED 13 and a sub CPU 14 for display, and also includes
a key switch 15 corresponding to the above-mentioned
operation keys 6, and a decoder 16 which will be de-
scribed later. The front module 7 includes shared wiring
for connecting the input module 8. the power-supply
module 9, and the output/communication module 10 by
buses.
[0048] The input module 8 includes a main CPU 17
as a control circuit for controlling the operation of each
of the temperature regulators 1A to 1C, and an input cir-
cuit 18 which receives an input from a temperature sen-
sor which is not shown. The input module 8 is formed of
a substrate for temperature regulation as an attaching
substrate which is detachably attached to the base sub-
strate forming the front module 7 via a connector. This
substrate for temperature regulation is shared among
the temperature regulators 1A to 1C having different
specifications such as size and output form. More spe-
cifically, the main CPU 17 of the input module 8 can per-
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form control as each of the large-size, middle-size and
small-size models and, also, can perform control for dif-
ferent models having different specifications such as
output form. The main CPU 17 discriminates the sub-
strates forming the modules 9 and 10 which are at-
tached to the base substrate forming the front module
7, and performs control operation as the model corre-
sponding to these substrates.
[0049] The power-supply module 9 includes a power-
supply circuit 19 to supply an AC power supply or a DC
power supply to each unit, and is formed of a plurality
of substrates for AC power supply and DC power supply
as attaching substrates detachably attached to the base
substrate via connectors. These substrates for power
supply can be shared among the large-size, middle-size
and small-size models, and the necessary substrates
for power supply are selected according to the voltage
specification and the like and are attached to the base
substrate forming the front module 7.
[0050] The output/communication module 10 has a
serial/parallel converter 20 and either an output circuit
21 or a communication circuit 22 This output/communi-
cation module 10 outputs various kinds of output such
as relay output, current output, transistor open collector
output, or BCD output or communication output such as
RS-485 or RS-232C. This output/communication mod-
ule 10 is formed of a plurality of substrates for output/
communication, such as arelay output substrate, acur-
rent output substrate, a transistor open collector output
substrate, a BCD output substrate, an RS-485 commu-
nication output substrate, or an RS-232C communica-
tion output substrate as the attaching substrates to be
detachably attached to the base substrate forming the
front module 7 via connectors. These substrates for out-
put/communication can be basically shared among the
large-size, middle-size and small-size models, and the
necessary substrates for output/communication are se-
lected according to the function and specification and
attached to the base substrate forming the front module
7.
[0051] In this output/communication module 10, for
example, the relay output substrate, the current output
substrate, and the transistor open collector output sub-
strate can be used in any of the large-size, middle-size
and small-size models, whereas, for example, the RS-
485 communication output substrate is used only in a
model with the function of communication.
[0052] The base substrate forming the front module
has the size corresponding to the front case and is used
exclusively in either one of the large-size, middle-size
and small-size models. This base substrate has a plu-
rality of connectors as connection parts for detachably
attaching the substrate for temperature regulation, the
substrate for power supply, and the substrate for output/
communication.
[0053] Figs. 3A, 3B and 3C show large-size, middle-
size and small-size base substrates 23a, 23b and 23c,
respectively, each forming the front module 7, and also

show connectors 24 in these base substrates.
[0054] The base substrate 23a of the large-size tem-
perature regulator 1A shown in Fig. 3A has the size cor-
responding to the front case 2a, and is provided with 11
connectors 24 for attaching the substrates forming the
modules 8, 9 and 10 (hereinafter, referred to as "module
substrates"). In the diagonally shaded areas, as many
as 11 module substrates can be attached.
[0055] The base substrate 23b of the middle-size tem-
perature regulator 1B shown in Fig. 3B is provided with
five connectors 24 for attaching the module substrates .
In the diagonally shaded areas, as many as five module
substrates can be attached.
[0056] The base substrate 23c of the small-size tem-
perature regulator 1C shown in Fig. 3C is provided with
three connectors 24 into for attaching the module sub-
strates. In the diagonally shaded areas, as many as
three module substrates can be attached.
[0057] Fig. 4 shows the large-size base substrate 23a
on which 11 module substrates 25 are attached to the
connectors 24 via connectors 26 on the module sub-
strates 25 side. Fig. 4 does not illustrate the electronic
components which are actually equipped with the mod-
ule substrates 25, and the module substrates 25 are re-
ferred to with the same reference numeral "25" ; how-
ever, these module substrate 25 are formed of a sub-
strate for temperature regulation, a substrate for power
supply, and a substrate for output/communication hav-
ing different functions from each other.
[0058] As described above, the base substrates 23a
to 23c each forming the front module 7 have buses as
shared wiring to connect the modules 8, 9 and 10, and
the bus structure in the present embodiment is as fol-
lows.
[0059] As shown in Fig. 2, the base substrates 23a to
23c each forming the front module 7 mainly include: a
sub CPU bus 27 for display which is a serial bus (UART)
for data communications between the main CPU 17 of
the input module 8 and the sub CPU 14 for display of
the front module 7; a module address bus 28 for address
signals which generates module select signals in ac-
cessing the modules 8, 9 and 10; a module select bus
29 for select signals in accessing the modules 8, 9 and
10; a TYPE bus 30 which discriminates the functions
and the like of the module substrates forming the mod-
ules 8, 9 and 10; an UART bus 31 for external commu-
nications; synchronous serial buses 32 for data commu-
nications with the modules 8, 9 and 10; and power sup-
ply lines 33. The power supply lines 33 are composed
of different power supply lines.
[0060] In the present embodiment, all module sub-
strates have the same substrate size so that they could
be housed in the smallest temperature regulator 1C in
order to share the module substrates which compose
the input module 8, the power-supply module 9, and the
output/communication module 10 among the large-size,
middle-size, and small-size models.
[0061] Figs. 5 to 7 show exploded perspective views
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of the large-size, middle-size and small-size tempera-
ture regulators 1A to 1C, respectively, which include the
base substrates 23a to 23c and the module substrates
25 to be housed in the cases 4a to 4c, respectively. In
these figures, the electronic components to be mounted
on the substrates are not illustrated.
[0062] The large-size temperature regulator 1A
shown in Fig. 5 shows an example where 11 module
substrates 25 are attached to the base substrate 23a
which forms the front module 7.
[0063] These module substrates 25 include a sub-
strate for temperature regulation which forms the input
module 8, a substrate for power supply which forms the
power-supply module 9, and substrates for output/com-
munication which form the output/communication mod-
ule 10.
[0064] The middle-size temperature regulator 1B
shown in Fig. 6 shows an example where five module
substrates 25 are attached to the base substrate 23b
which forms the front module 7.
[0065] These module substrates 25 include a sub-
strate for temperature regulation which forms the input
module 8, a substrate for power supply which forms the
power-supply module 9, and substrates for output/com-
munication which form the output/communication mod-
ule 10.
[0066] The small-size temperature regulator 1C
shown in Fig. 7 shows an example where three module
substrates 25 are attached to the base substrate 23c
which forms the front module 7.
[0067] These module substrates 25 include a sub-
strate for temperature regulation which forms the input
module 8, a substrate for power supply which forms the
power-supply module 9, and a substrate for output/com-
munication which forms the output/communication
module 10. These three substrates corresponding to the
modules 8, 9 and 10 are fundamental.
[0068] Figs. 5 and 6 merely show examples of the
structure of the circuit substrates, and in each of the
large-size and middle-size models, the number and type
of the module substrates 25 to be attached to the base
substrates 23a and 23b are selected in accordance with
specification such as input/output points or output form.
[0069] In the present embodiment, the connectors 24
in the base substrates 23a to 23c are assigned to either
one of the modules 8, 9 and 10. For example, the mod-
ule substrate 25 of the input module 8 cannot be at-
tached to the connector 24 assigned to the module sub-
strate of the power-supply module 9 by the following
structure.
[0070] In the present embodiment, the module sub-
strates 25 are designed to have the same size which
can be housed in the small-size temperature regulator
1C as mentioned above, while the module substrates
25 are designed to have three different shapes in the
side end of the side having the connectors 26 to be en-
gaged with the connector 24 of the base substrates 23a
to 23c as shown in Fig. 8.

[0071] A first module substrate 25-1 shown in Fig. 8A
has an almost straight side which is the side having the
connector 26; a second module substrate 25-2 shown
in Fig. 8B has a cut portion 34 across half the length of
the side having the connector 26; and a third module
substrate 25-3 shown in Fig. 8C has a cut portion 35
with a shorter width than the cut portion 34 of the second
module substrate 25-2. The first and third module sub-
strates 25-1 and 25-3 place the connector 26 in the
same position in the width direction of the side (vertical
direction in the figure), and the second module substrate
places the connector 26 in a different position.
[0072] The electronic components mounted in the vi-
cinity of the connectors 24 of the base substrates 23a
to 23c are arranged in the necessary positions.
[0073] As a result, as shown in Fig. 9A, if the first mod-
ule substrate 25-1 that is not assigned is tried to attach
to the connector 24 of the base substrates 23a to 23c,
the electronic component 36 mounted in the vicinity of
the connector 24 of the base substrates 23a to 23c pre-
vents the engagement of the connectors 24, 26 by bring-
ing into contact with the side of the module substrate
25-1. As shown in Fig. 9B, if the third module substrate
25-3 that is assigned is tried to be attach to the connec-
tor 24 of the base substrates 23a to 23c, the cut portion
35 of the module substrate 25-3 prevents the module
substrate 25-3 from bringing into contact with the elec-
tronic component 36 mounted in the vicinity of the con-
nector 24 of the base substrates 23a to 23c, thereby al-
lowing the connectors 24 and 26 to be engaged with
each other.
[0074] As described above, misplacement of module
substrates is prevented by combining the arrangement
of electronic components in the vicinity of the connec-
tors 24 of the base substrates 23a to 23c, the shapes of
the sides of the module substrates 25 and the arrange-
ment of the connectors 26 in the module substrate 25
in such a manner that the previously assigned module
substrate 25 can be attached to the connector 24 of the
base substrates 23a to 23c, but the non-assigned mod-
ule substrates 25 cannot be attached. It is possible to
prevent misplacement of module substrates by using
different types of connectors having different numbers
of pins from each other as the connectors 24 of the base
substrates 23a to 23c and the connectors 26 of the mod-
ule substrates 25, and by assigning the module sub-
strates 25 more minutely to the base substrates 23a to
23c.
[0075] The flowchart shown in Fig. 10 describes the
control operation of the main CPU 17 of the temperature
regulators 1A to 1C where a plurality of module sub-
strates 25 forming the input module 8, the power- sup-
plymodule 9, and the output/communication module 10
are attached to the base substrates 23a to 23c.
[0076] When power is turned on, the main CPU 17 of
the input module 8 asks by serial communication the sub
CPU 14 for display in the base substrates 23a to 23c
each forming the front module 7 about which one of the
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large-size, middle-size and small-size model it is. Since
the base substrates 23a to 23c are designed to corre-
spond to either one of the three different sizes, the dis-
play sub CPU 14 answers the model size. By the re-
sponse from the display sub CPU 14, the main CPU 17
determines the model size (step n1).
[0077] Next, the kinds of the module substrates 25 at-
tached the connectors 24 of the base substrates 23a to
23c, that is, the functions that the module substrates 25
attached as the power-supply module 9 and the output/
communication module 10 have are read in turn and dis-
criminate the kinds (step n2). The discrimination of the
kinds of the module substrates 25 is performed as will
be described later by using the above-mentioned mod-
ule select bus 29 and the type bus 30.
[0078] Consequently, the main CPU 17 can deter-
mine which of the large-size, middle-size or small-size
it is, and which specification including output form and
input/output points it has, thereby deciding the model
(step n3), and moving to a normal operation for the con-
trol operation in accordance with the model (step n4).
[0079] Fig. 11 is a flowchart for describing the normal
operation.
[0080] In this normal operation, it is determined
whether the display communication flag indicative of a
request for display process or communication process
is on or not (step n5); when it is on, the display commu-
nication process is carried out (step n6); it is determined
whether an HMI (Human Machine Interface) activation
flag indicating whether there is a key operation and it is
necessary to carry out the corresponding process (step
n7); and when it is on, the HMI process corresponding
to the key operation is carried out (step n8). Then, it is
determined whether the control activation flag indicating
whether the control process is necessary or not is on or
not (step n9), and when it is on, a temperature regulation
process is performed to return to step n5 (step n10)
[0081] The discrimination of the module substrates 25
attached to the base substrates 23a to 23c will be de-
scribed as follows, with reference to Figs. 12 and 13.
[0082] First, the main CPU 17, as shown in Fig. 12.
outputs 4-bit module address signals MA0 to MA3 to se-
quentially designate 11 connectors 24 at the maximum
of the base substrate 23a to the decoder 16 shown in
Fig. 2 of the base substrates 23a to 23c. The decoder
16 decodes the module address signals, and outputs
reverse MS signals to designate any module corre-
sponding to the 11 connectors 24. The further reversed
MS signals turn on the transistors 37 of the correspond-
ing module substrates 25 as shown in Fig. 13. Each
module substrate 25 has a plurality of diodes 38 which
are made conductive when the transistor 37 is turned
on, and the number of the diodes 38 corresponds to the
type of the module substrate 25.
[0083] Therefore, type signals TYPE0 to TYPE6 cor-
responding to the number of the diodes 38 of the module
substrate 25 attached to the designated connector 24
are given to the main CPU 17 via the type bus 30, which

makes the main CPU bus 17 identify the type of the mod-
ule substrate 25 attached to the designated connector
24.
[0084] In this manner, the module substrates are dis-
criminated to decide the model, thereby performing the
corresponding control operation.
[0085] As described above, since the module sub-
strates forming the input module, the power-supply
module, and the output/communication module are
shared among the large-size, middle-size and small-
size temperature regulators 1A to 1C, as compared with
the conventional example in which the module sub-
strates are separately designed for each model, it be-
comes possible to reduce the cost by lowing the design
cost, simplifying the assembly, and increasing the
number of the same substrates to be mass-produced.

Second Embodiment

[0086] Fig. 14 is an exploded perspective view of a
digital panel mater as an electronic device according to
another embodiment of the present invention.
[0087] The digital panel meter 40 includes a case 45
formed of a front case 43 equipped with a display unit
41 for displaying a measurement value and the like and
a plurality of operation keys 42, and a rear case 44. The
case 45 houses a base substrate 46 and in this case
three module substrates 25. Each module substrate 25
is provided with terminal stands 47 and a terminal cover
48 which covers the terminal stands 47.
[0088] The base substrate 46 has a size specially de-
signed for the digital panel meter 40, and includes five
connectors 24 for attaching the module substrate 25 as
shown in Fig. 15. In the diagonally shaded areas, five
module substrates 25 at the maximum can be attached.
[0089] The base substrate 46 forms the front module
7 shown in Fig. 2 similar to the base substrates 23a to
23c of the above-mentioned temperature regulators 1A
to 1C, and is provided with shared wiring such as the
sub CPU 14 for display and the synchronizing serial bus-
es 32.
[0090] In the present embodiment, the software for
display of the digital panel meter 40 is made the same
as the software for display of the temperature regulators
1A to 1C, and the main CPU of the input module 8 dis-
criminates between different models such as between
a temperature regulator and a digital panel meter as de-
scribed above, and displays only the HMI necessary for
the model. This eliminates the need for the formation of
the software for display individually for the temperature
regulator and the digital panel meter, thereby reducing
the cost. Since the main CPU discriminates between dif-
ferent models such as between a temperature regulator
and a digital panel meter, and displays only the items
(parameters) necessary for the model, without display-
ing unnecessary Items, there is no increase in the
number of set items to be displayed even when the soft-
ware for display is shared among different models. This
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can facilitate the setting operation, and prevent setting
mistakes.
[0091] The module substrates 25 attached to the base
substrate 46 form the input module 8, the power-supply
module 9 and the output/communication module 10
shown in Fig. 2, and the power-supply module 9 and the
output/communication module 10 are so designed to be
able to share the module substrates of the temperature
regulators 1A to 1C.
[0092] The input module 8 includes a main CPU which
controls the operation of each model of digital panel me-
ter and an input circuit which is supplied with inputs from
various sensors which are not shown, and is formed of
a substrate for measurement process which is detach-
ably attached to the base substrate 46 via connectors.
This substrate for measurement process performs a
measurement process as a digital panel meter, unlike
the above-mentioned substrate for temperature regula-
tion which performs a temperature regulation process.
[0093] Fig. 14 shows an example where three module
substrates 25 are attached to the base substrate 46;
however, the number and the type of the module sub-
strates 25 to be attached to the base substrate are prop-
erly selected in accordance with specification such as
input/output points or output form.
[0094] Fig. 16 is a flowchart for describing the normal
operation of this digital panel meter 40.
[0095] This normal operation is basically the same as
the case of the temperature regulator of Fig. 11 except
that a measurement process is carried out in place of a
temperature regulation process. This digital panel meter
40, in the same manner as the conventional digital panel
meters, displays measurement values and the like, and
also provides an alarm output based on the results of
comparison with the previously set comparison values.
[0096] According to the present embodiment, not only
the temperature regulators 1A to 1C. but also the digital
panel meter 40 can share the power-supply and output/
communication module substrates. thereby realizing
further cost reduction in design, fabrication and control
of these models.

Others

[0097] In the aforementioned embodiments, the main
CPU as a control circuit is installed in the input module;
however, in another embodiment of the present inven-
tion the main CPU may be installed in the front module
or another module.
[0098] In another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, an additional module substrate with an optional
function may be attached.
[0099] In the aforementioned embodiments, the mod-
ule substrates consisting of the input module 8, the pow-
er supply module 9 and the output/communication mod-
ule 10 are attached to the base substrate forming the
front module 7; however, in another embodiment of the
present invention, the functions of any of the modules

8, 9 and 10 may be integrated into the base substrate 7
to omit the corresponding attaching substrate. The
present invention can include an attaching substrate
which may not be shared by the other models or may
include another substrate.
[0100] Although the aforementioned embodiments
describe the present invention as temperature regula-
tors and a digital panel meter, the present invention can
be applied to other electronic devices such as counters,
timers and display devices.
[0101] In the aforementioned embodiments, the base
substrate is arranged along the front surface of the case;
however, it can be arranged in a position other than the
front surface.
[0102] In the aforementioned embodiments, the at-
taching substrates are attached to the connection parts
provided in the base substrate; however, in another em-
bodiment of the present invention, the connection parts
can be provided, for example, in the substrate for con-
nection instead of the base substrate and the shared
wiring of the base substrate and the wiring of the attach-
ing substrates can be connected via the substrate for
connection.
[0103] As described above, according to the present
invention, the required model can be constructed by se-
lecting the attaching substrate provided with the function
in accordance with the required model, and attaching
the substrate to the base substrate. Consequently,
among the models having the same function, the attach-
ing substrate in accordance with the function is shara-
ble, and this sharing of the substrate among different
models realizes cost reduction in design, fabrication and
control of these models.

Claims

1. An electronic device equipped with a plurality of
substrates, comprising:

a base substrate which has a connection part
and shared wiring connected to the connection
part;
an attaching substrate which has a special cir-
cuit in accordance with a function thereof and
which is attached to the connection part so as
to connect the special circuit with the shared
wiring; and
a control circuit which is mounted on either the
base substrate or the attaching substrate, and
which is connected to the shared wiring, where-
in
the control circuit discriminates the attaching
substrate attached to the connection part of the
base substrate, thereby making the electronic
device operate as a required model out of a plu-
rality of models.

15 16



EP 1 372 366 A2

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein

the connection part is a connector, and
the attaching substrate to be detachably at-
tached to the connector is sharable among dif-
ferent models.

3. The electronic device according to claim 1 or 2, fur-
ther comprising:

a case for housing the plurality of substrates,
wherein
the plurality of models have the same size of
case, the base substrate is shared among the
plurality of models, and the control circuit is
mounted on the attaching substrate.

4. The electronic device according to claim 1 or 2, fur-
ther comprising:

a case for housing the plurality of substrates,
wherein
the plurality of models include a model having
a different size of case, and the attaching sub-
strate has a size corresponding to the model
having the smallest case.

5. The electronic device according to claim 1 or 2,
comprising:

an attaching substrate for input, an attaching
substrate for power supply, and an attaching
substrate for output which are provided with an
input circuit, a power-supply circuit, and an out-
put circuit, respectively, as the special circuit.

6. The electronic device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein

the connection part of the base substrate is as-
signed a necessary attaching substrate to be
attached according to the model, and
the electronic device further comprises a erro-
neous attachment prevention means for allow-
ing the necessary attaching substrate to be at-
tached to the connection part while preventing
an attaching substrate other than the neces-
sary attaching substrate from being attached.

7. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein

the erroneous attachment prevention means
prevents an attaching substrate other than the
necessary attaching substrate from being at-
tached by causing a side of the attaching sub-
strate to bring into contact with an electronic
component mounted on the base substrate or
allows the necessary attaching substrate to be

attached by not causing the contact.

8. An electronic device equipped with a plurality of
substrates, comprising:

a base substrate which has a plurality of con-
nectors and shared wiring connected to the
connectors;
a plurality of attaching substrates which have
respective special circuits in accordance with
functions thereof and which are detachably at-
tached to the connectors so as to connect the
special circuits with the shared wiring; and
a control circuit which is mounted on either the
base substrate or the attaching substrates, and
which is connected to the shared wiring, where-
in
the control circuit discriminates the attaching
substrates attached to the connectors of the
base substrate, thereby making the electronic
device perform temperature regulating opera-
tion as a required model out of a plurality of
models.

9. An electronic device equipped with a plurality of
substrates, comprising:

a base substrate which has a plurality of con-
nectors and shared wiring connected to the
connectors;
a plurality of attaching substrates which have
respective special circuits in accordance with
functions thereof and which are detachably at-
tached to the connectors so as to connect the
special circuits with the shared wiring; and
a control circuit which is mounted on either the
base substrate or the attaching substrates, and
which is connected to the shared wiring, where-
in
the control circuit discriminates the attaching
substrates attached to the connectors of the
base substrate, thereby making the electronic
device perform measurement processing oper-
ation as a required model out of a plurality of
models.

10. The electronic device according to claim 8 or 9 fur-
ther comprising:

a case for housing the plurality of substrates,
wherein
the base substrate is housed in the case along
a front surface of the case and is provided with
an operation part and a display part, and
the attaching substrates are shareable among
different models.

11. The electronic device according to claim 10, where-
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in

the plurality of attaching substrates include an
attaching substrate which is sharable between
the model performing the temperature regulat-
ing operation and the model performing the
measurement processing operation, and
the control circuit which makes the model per-
form the temperature regulating operation and
the control circuit which makes the model per-
form the measurement processing operation
are mounted on different attaching substrates.

12. The electronic device according to claim 10. where-
in

the plurality of models include a model having
a different size of case, and the attaching sub-
strates have a size corresponding to the model
having the smallest case.

13. The electronic device according to claim 10, com-
prising

an attaching substrate for input, an attaching
substrate for power supply, and an attaching
substrate for output which are provided with an
input circuit, a power-supply circuit, and an out-
put circuit, respectively, as the special circuits.

14. The electronic device according to claim 10, where-
in

the connectors of the base substrate are as-
signed necessary attaching substrates to be at-
tached according to the model, and
the electronic device further comprises errone-
ous attachment prevention means for allowing
the necessary attaching substrates to be at-
tached to the connectors while preventing at-
taching substrates other than the necessary at-
taching substrates from being attached.

15. The electronic device of claim 14, wherein

the erroneous attachment prevention means
prevents the attaching substrates other than
the necessary attaching substrates from being
attached by causing a side of each the attach-
ing substrates to bring into contact with an elec-
tronic component mounted on the base sub-
strate or allows the necessary attaching sub-
strates to be attached by not causing the con-
tact.

16. A method for using an electronic device comprising:

a base substrate which has a connection part

and shared wiring connected to the connection
part; an attaching substrate which has a special
circuit in accordance with a function thereof and
which is attached to the connection part so as
to connect the special circuit with the shared
wiring; and a control circuit which is mounted
on either the base substrate or the attaching
substrate, and which is connected to the shared
wiring, the control circuit discriminating the at-
taching substrate attached to the connection
part of the base substrate, thereby making the
electronic device operate as a required model
out of a plurality of models, the method com-
prising the steps of:

selecting the attaching substrate from a
plurality of attaching substrates having dif-
ferent functions from each other; and
attaching the selected attaching substrate
to the connection part of the base substrate
so as to use the electronic device as the
required model.
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