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(54) Device and method for protecting a battery

(57) A battery protection device for protecting a bat-
tery (1;41) comprises an electrical circuit arranged to
generate or suppress a ripple current through said bat-
tery. Said electrical circuit comprises a ripple generator
(5) arranged to produce an electrical ripple current, a first
ripple injector (21;48) to be arranged on a positive power
line (3) to the battery, said first ripple injector being ar-

ranged to transfer said electrical ripple current to said
positive power line, and a second ripple injector (22;49)
to be arranged on a negative power line (4) to the battery.
Said second ripple injector is arranged to transfer said
electrical ripple current to said negative power line. Said
first and second ripple injector are arranged to operate
in a differential mode, e.g. opposite sign on injected cur-
rent.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a device and
method for protection for protecting a battery. It also re-
lates to an electrical powering device comprising a bat-
tery and such a protection device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Nowadays, lithium batteries are used for sev-
eral appliances. More and more they are used in high
power applications, such as for powering electrical cars,
such as battery electrical vehicles (BEVs). A lithium-ion
battery can typically provide 400 V and 40 Ah.
[0003] At low cell temperatures, i.e. below approx +10
°C, these lithium-ion batteries show a degraded perform-
ance and have a limited life time, due to the high imped-
ance of the batteries and the risk of lithium plating. There-
fore to protect the batteries, heating of batteries, espe-
cially in high power applications, is needed. Heating via
electric dissipative elements (heaters) has been used to
heat the cells directly or via the liquid or air used to ther-
mally manage the cell temperatures. This is however not
very efficient since the complete battery systems thermal
mass need to heated.
[0004] Another method is to use the ripple generated
by the electric motor inverter. This may not be possible
due to limitations in the inverter or may create EMC (elec-
tromagnetic current) problems, nor is it possible during
charging.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The object of the present invention is to increase
the life time of a battery in an improved manner.
[0006] This object is achieved by a battery protection
device for protecting a battery, said device comprising
an electrical circuit arranged to generate or suppress a
ripple current through said battery, wherein said electrical
circuit comprises:

- a ripple generator arranged to produce an electrical
ripple current;

- a first ripple injector to be arranged on a positive
power line to the battery, said first ripple injector be-
ing arranged to transfer said electrical ripple current
to said positive power line;

- a second ripple injector to be arranged on a negative
power line to the battery, said second ripple injector
being arranged to transfer said electrical ripple cur-
rent to said negative power line,

wherein said first and second ripple injector are arranged
to operate in a differential mode, e.g. opposite sign on
injected current.
[0007] By generating a ripple current across the bat-

tery, the internal resistance of the battery is used to heat
the battery form inside. This is a very energy efficient way
of heating. Heat is generated internally of the battery
cells. Therefore the required heating energy and/or heat-
ing time can be reduced. By suppressing an incoming
ripple, the life of the battery will increase. Furthermore,
a simpler cooling system may be used as compared to
the present systems. The heat generated is approximate
a squared function of the current.
[0008] By averaging out peaks (i.e. ripples) via the rip-
ple cancellation, the Root Mean Square (RMS) current
will decrease, resulting in less heat generated, so the
cooling demands on the cooling system are reduced.
[0009] In an embodiment, the ripple generator com-
prises two half bridge circuits to be powered by a power
supply. Each of said half bridges may comprise two
switching devices, such as MOSFETs. Other switches
may be used instead. The invention is particularly useful
for the protection of batteries working with Hazardous
Voltages (HV), meaning batteries working in the range
of 60 to 1500 VDC, more specifically in the range of 120
to 800 VDC.
[0010] In an embodiment, the ripple generator com-
prises a Pulse Width Modulation drive circuit arranged
to produce electrical pulses. The PWM drive circuit is
arranged to drive the switching devices.
[0011] In an embodiment, the protection device com-
prises a signal processor arranged to output a control
signal to the ripple generator.
[0012] In a further embodiment, the signal processor
is arranged to receive first input from a temperature sen-
sor indicative for the temperature of the battery, and to
control said PWM drive circuit using the first input.
[0013] In an embodiment, the protection device com-
prises a current sensor arranged to measure a current
in said positive and/or negative power line, wherein said
signal processor is arranged to receive a second input
from the current sensor and to control said PWM drive
circuit using the second input.
[0014] In an embodiment, the current sensor compris-
es a transformer. The advantage of using a transformer
is that it will sense an AC current by way of inductive
coupling, by it will not influence any DC components in
the current.
[0015] In an embodiment, the first and second ripple
injector each comprises at least one out of a transformer
and a capacitor. These types of components are rela-
tively easy to install and to mount. The connection can
be made via non contact inductive coupling.
[0016] In an embodiment, the ripple generator is ar-
ranged to produce a reactive ripple current that is out of
phase with the applied voltage across said battery. Loss-
es (heat) can therefore be concentrated to resistive parts
inside the cell. In an embodiment, the ripple generator is
arranged to absorb a ripple current on the power lines
and release this energy into a power source. This power
source may be the normal 12 or 24V power supply of the
vehicle. This will increase the overall efficiency of the
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vehicle. As a consequence the normal DC/DC converter
from HV to 12 or 24V may be scaled down.
[0017] The invention also relates to an electrical pow-
ering device comprising a battery and a protection device
as described above.
[0018] Finally, the invention relates to a method of pro-
tecting a battery, said method comprising generating or
suppressing a ripple current through said battery, by
means of:

- injecting a first ripple current on a positive power line
to the battery;

- injecting a second ripple current on a negative power
line to the battery, wherein said first and second rip-
ple current have opposite sign.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0019] The present invention will be further described
below by way of an example and with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a schematic view of a first embodiment
of the invention.
Figure 2 is a schematic view of a second embodiment
of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0020] Figure 1 schematically shows a battery 1 con-
nected to a terminal unit 2 via a positive power line 3 and
a negative power line 4. The battery 1 is protected against
too high or too low temperatures by means of a protection
device. The protection device, in an embodiment, com-
prises a ripple generator 5 and a digital signal processor
6 which may be connected to a temperature sensor 7 of
the battery 1.
[0021] Please note that if the battery 1 does not have
an appropriate sensor, a suitable temperature sensor
may be added to the protection device in order to meas-
ure the temperature. This temperature sensor may for
example be a temperature sensitive resistance, see R1
in Figure 1. In this embodiment, the ripple generator 5
comprises four MOSFETs 11,12,13 and 14. The gener-
ator 5 also comprises a Pulse Width Modulation (PWM)
drive circuit 15 arranged to control the MOSFETs
11,12,13,14. The four MOSFETs are arranged in two half
bridges which are powered by an external 12 or 24 Volt
power supply. This power supply may be the 12/24 V
battery already present in a vehicle. As can be seen in
Figure 1, parallel to each MOSFET 11,12,13,14, a Zener
diode 16,17,18 and 19 is connected.
[0022] The protection device in the embodiment of Fig-
ure 1 also comprises a first ripple injector 21 being a
transformer 21, and a second ripple injector 22 being a
transformer 22. A connection point 21-3 of the transform-
er 21 is connected to a line between MOSFET 11 and

MOSFET 12. A connection point 21-4 of the transformer
21 is connected to a connection point 22-2 of the trans-
former 22. A connection point 22-1 of the transformer 22
is connected to a line between the MOSFET 13 and the
MOSFET 14.
[0023] The protection device in the embodiment of Fig-
ure 1 also comprises a third transformer 23, typically a
Rogowski-coil, used as a current sensor to measure the
current through the power lines 3, 4. Connection point
23-3 and 23-4 of the transformer 23 are connected to
inputs of the digital signal processor 6.
[0024] The protection device described above may op-
erate in two primary functional modes:

Mode 1: Pure ripple injector. In this mode, a ripple
current is generated by the generator 5 and applied
across the battery 1. By actively applying a ripple
current through the battery, an internal resistance of
the battery is used to heat the battery from inside.
Therefore the required heating energy and/or heat-
ing time can be reduced. Preferably, a reactive ripple
current is applied to battery 1. By reactive is meant
that the voltage and the current are out of phase. In
that way, losses (i.e. heat) can be concentrated to
resistive parts inside the battery 1 increasing the ef-
ficiency of the heating process.
Mode 2: Ripple cancellation. Also called ripple sup-
pression. By measuring unwanted incoming ripple
currents coming into the battery 1, and by injecting
a current with opposing sign, the disturbance can be
cancelled out. The incoming ripple is measured us-
ing for example the transformer 23, the output of
which is then used by the signal processor 6 to con-
trol the PWM drive device 15. The PWM drive device
15 will create appropriate pulses so as to activate
the MOSFET switches 11-14 for producing a suitable
ripple. By suppressing unwanted incoming ripple,
the life time of the battery can significantly be in-
creased. The heat generated in a battery is approx-
imate a squared function of the current. By averaging
out peaks via the ripple cancellation, the RMS cur-
rent will decrease, resulting in less heat generated.
The cooling demands on the cooling system are re-
duced and thus a simpler/smaller cooling system can
be used.

[0025] During normal operation of the battery 1, the
battery 1 will warm up. Once a preferred operating tem-
perature (e.g. +10 °C) has been reached, this tempera-
ture should be maintained as excessive temperature will
shorten battery life. External loads and sources such as
inverters and DC/DC create ripple if not sufficiently fil-
tered. This will lead to unwanted heat generation in the
battery. Due to the high power of these loads and sources
passive filters may be expensive and bulky. By sensing
the incoming ripple current by the current sensor 23, the
ripple generator 5 can generate a current of opposing
sign, thus cancelling out the ripple.
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[0026] Please note that MODE 1 of the device accord-
ing to an embodiment can be used any time the battery
1 needs heating, even if the HV bus is not connected. In
this case heating may take power from the stored energy
in the battery.
[0027] In an embodiment, the ripple generator 5 is ar-
ranged to absorb the ripple current on the power lines 3,
4 and release this energy into the power source 12 or
24V supply, thus increasing the overall efficiency of the
vehicle. This will directly result in a longer driving range
for a BEV. Besides, the normal DC/DC converter from
HV to 12 or 24V may be scaled down. The "absorbed"
energy may be set to either be released back on the
power line or into the 12 or 24V supply. An offset may
also be introduced creating an energy flow from the pow-
er line to the 12 or 24V supply or in the opposite direction.
[0028] The protection device may be arranged to op-
erate in Mode 1 or in Mode 2 or in both modes at different
times depending on the situation. A BMU (Battery Man-
agement Unit) or a central hybrid controller may control
the modes and setting of the protection device. Please
note that the pure ripple cancelation mode (i.e. mode 2)
may however be autonomously activated.
[0029] The device according to the invention is easy
to install and mount. Especially in the case when the con-
nections onto the power lines is made via non contact
inductive coupling. The device may be powered from nor-
mal power source e.g. 12 or 24 VDC supply which is
already present in most vehicles. Due to its relatively sim-
ple electronic components, the production costs of the
device are relatively low.
[0030] Figure 2 schematically shows a second embod-
iment of the invention. A battery 41 is connected to a
terminal unit 42 via a positive power line 43 and a negative
power line 44. Furthermore, a protection device is shown
which comprises a ripple generator 45, a current sensor
46 and a temperature sensor 47. The temperature sensor
47 may instead be part of the battery 41. The protection
device further comprises two ripple injectors 48, 49 and
connected on the positive power line 43 and the negative
power line 44, respectively. These injectors 48, 49 are
made of capacitors 48, 49 that to transfer energy between
LV (Low voltage) and HV (Hazardous Voltage) circuit.
As in the embodiment of Figure 1, the LV circuit compris-
es two half bridge circuits connected to a power supply
of 12 or 24V, not shown. A first bridge circuit comprises
two MOSFETs 51, 52 and a second bridge circuit com-
prises two MOSFETs 53, 54. Each of the capacitors is
connected to one of the bridge circuit.
[0031] The two capacitors 48, 49 are electrically con-
nected together in a differential mode, e.g. opposite sign
on injected current. The ripple generator also comprises
a logic and driver module 55, which may comprise a PWM
drive circuit and a signal processor as described above
with reference to Figure 1. Furthermore, an amplifier 56
is present arranged between the AC current sensor 46
and the logic and driver module 55. The AC current sen-
sor 46 measures the current into the battery 41. The

sensed AC current is amplified by the amplifier 56 and
processed in the logic and driver module 55. Depending
on the required operating mode of the invention, the ref-
erence REF input signal of the amplifier 56 is either a
sine wave in MODE 1 or zero in MODE 2. The calculated
error signal is then feed to a PWM drive circuit of the
module 55 that drives the transistors 51-54 according to
the requested operation.
[0032] As in the case of the transformers 21, 22, the
capacitors 48, 49 act as voltage isolators onto the battery
supply. Since the LV circuit is very efficient and galvan-
ically isolated from the battery voltage, it may be powered
from a standard vehicle power +12 or +24V DC supply.
[0033] Above, it is mentioned that the ripple generator
generates a ripple current. It should be clear for the skilled
person that this can be a sinus AC current, or at least
close to a sinus current. Depending on the battery char-
acteristics the circuit may need to change frequency. The
impedance of the battery varies with frequency, the SOC,
temperature and age of the battery. The frequency pref-
erably is chosen so the best heating performance is ob-
tained. This may either be measured during battery char-
acterization and stored in an look-up table, or it may be
calculated during operation via an optimization algorithm.
[0034] Although the present invention has been illus-
trated and described with reference to the preferred em-
bodiments of the present invention, those ordinary skilled
in the art shall appreciate that various modifications in
form and detail may be made without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. It is further noted that
the invention is not restricted to the protection of lithium
batteries, but that also other types of batteries may be
used.

Claims

1. Battery protection device for protecting a battery (1;
41), said device comprising an electrical circuit ar-
ranged to generate or suppress a ripple current
through said battery, wherein said electrical circuit
comprises:

- a ripple generator arranged to produce an elec-
trical ripple current;
- a first ripple injector (21;48) to be arranged on
a positive power line to the battery, said first rip-
ple injector being arranged to transfer said elec-
trical ripple current to said positive power line;
- a second ripple injector (22;49) to be arranged
on a negative power line to the battery, said sec-
ond ripple injector being arranged to transfer
said electrical ripple current to said negative
power line,

wherein said first and second ripple injector are ar-
ranged to operate in a differential mode, e.g. oppo-
site sign on injected current.
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2. Device according to claim 1, wherein said ripple gen-
erator comprises two half bridge circuits to be pow-
ered by a power supply.

3. Device according to claim 2, wherein each of said
half bridges comprises two switching devices.

4. Device according to claim 3, wherein ripple genera-
tor comprises a Pulse Width Modulation drive circuit
arranged to produce electrical pulses, said PWM
drive circuit being arranged to drive the switching
devices.

5. Device according to according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein said protection device comprises
a signal processor arranged to output a control signal
to said ripple generator.

6. Device according to claim 5, wherein said signal
processor is arranged to receive first input from a
temperature sensor indicative for the temperature of
the battery and to control said PWM drive circuit us-
ing said first input.

7. Device according to claim 5 or 6, wherein said pro-
tection device comprises a current sensor arranged
to measure a current in said positive and/or negative
power line, wherein said signal processor is arrange
to receive a second input from said current sensor
and to control said PWM drive circuit using said sec-
ond input.

8. Device according to claim 7, wherein said current
sensor comprises a transformer (23).

9. Device according to according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein said first and second ripple in-
jector each comprise at least one out of a transformer
and a capacitor.

10. Device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said ripple generator is arranged to produce
a reactive ripple current that is out of phase with the
applied voltage across said battery.

11. Device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said ripple generator is arranged to absorb
a ripple current on the power lines (3,4;43,44) and
release this energy into a power source.

12. Electrical powering device comprising a battery and
a protection device according to any of the preceding
claims.

13. Method of protecting a battery, said method com-
prising generating or suppressing a ripple current
through said battery, by means of:

- injecting a first ripple current on a positive pow-
er line to the battery;
- injecting a second ripple current on a negative
power line to the battery, wherein said first and
second ripple current have opposite sign.
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