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(54) Method for controlling optical gain profiles

(57) To control a gain profile in an optical fiber line
to become a desirable form, a C-OTDR measuring ap-
paratus (36) outputs a probe pulse light having a wave-
length λm for an optical fiber line (14). A power level on
the input or output side of a variable gain equalizer (22)
can be measured according to a C-OTDR waveform of
a return light of the probe pulse light entered through a

C-OTDR path (20c) and an optical fiber line (16). By
sweeping the measurement wavelength λm, the gain
file is measured. The equalizing characteristics of the
variable gain equalizer (22) are remotely controlled so
that the gain profile becomes a desirable form according
to the measured result.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention generally relates to a gain profile
measuring method and system and a gain profile con-
trolling method and system, and more specifically re-
lates to a method and system for measuring a gain pro-
file in the middle of an optical transmission line and a
gain profile controlling method and system for control-
ling a gain profile in an optical transmission line by uti-
lizing the gain profile measuring method and system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] As a premise to control a gain profile in an op-
tical transmission line, it is necessary to know the gain
profile as a function of a wavelength. For such purpose,
one of two well-known methods is to measure a gain
slope using pre-emphasis and the other is to measure
a gain slop using an optical filter in a repeater.
[0003] The former method is described, for instance,
in T. Kawazawa et al., "Novel Gain Tilt Monitoring Meth-
od for DWDM Submarine Cable Systems", OAA 2001,
OMD3. In this method, a variable gain equalizer and a
photodetector, which measures an optical power after
gain equalization, are disposed in an optical repeater. A
transmission terminal apparatus increases optical pow-
ers of several wavelengths on a short wavelength side
(or a long wavelength side) to compare optical power
variations of signal lights gain-equalized by the variable
gain equalizer in the optical repeater before and after
increasing optical power. A gain slope is measured ac-
cording to the compared results.
[0004] The latter method is, for instance, described T.
Naito et al., "Active Gain Slope Compensation in Large
Capacity, Long-Haul WDM Transmission System",
OAA99, WC5. In this method, an optical repeater com-
prises a first optical filter to extract wavelength on long
wavelength side, a second optical filter to extract wave-
length on short wavelength side, a first photodetector to
measure an output optical power from the first optical
filter, a second photodetector to measure an output op-
tical power from the second optical filter, and a compa-
rator to compare the outputs from the first and second
photodetectors. It is determined whether a gain slope is
positive or negative by comparing the optical powers of
both wavelengths. Even this method cannot measure
the gain profile itself.
[0005] Although the prior art are capable of measuring
whether a gain slope is positive or negative, neither of
them can measure a gain profile itself. In the latter meth-
od, furthermore, it is required to dispose two optical fil-
ters in the optical repeater.
[0006] In the latter method, although a gain profile can
be measured if a plurality of optical filters or wavelength
demultiplexer are disposed, it is required to dispose
photodetectors equal to the number of wavelengths to

be measured. It is difficult to dispose so many optical
elements and circuit elements in an optical repeater.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] An object of the invention is to provide a gain
profile measuring method and system for measuring a
gain profile in an optical transmission line without dis-
posing excessive optical elements and circuit elements
in an optical repeater.
[0008] Another object of the invention is to provide a
gain profile controlling method and system for control-
ling a gain profile in an optical transmission line accord-
ing to a measured gain profile so as to become a desired
form.
[0009] A gain profile measuring method according to
the invention is a method, in an optical transmission sys-
tem having first and second optical fiber lines, each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from the
other, and an optical loop back circuit to optically con-
nect between the first and second optical fiber lines, to
measure a gain profile in the first optical fiber line, the
method comprising step of supplying a plurality of laser
lights, each having a different wavelength (λ1 to λn), and
a probe pulse light having a measurement wavelength
(λm) different from the wavelengths of the plurality of
laser lights into the first optical fiber line, step of meas-
uring a power level of the probe pulse light on a prede-
termined position in the first optical fiber line from a re-
turn light of the probe pulse light entered through the
optical loop back circuit and second optical fiber line,
and step of performing the supplying and measuring
steps while varying the measurement wavelength within
the predetermined wavelength range.
[0010] A gain profile measuring system according to
the invention is a system, in an optical transmission sys-
tem having first and second optical fiber lines, each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from the
other, and an optical loop back circuit to optically con-
nect between the first and second optical fiber lines, to
measure a gain profile in the first optical fiber line, the
system comprising laser light generators to generate a
plurality of laser lights, each having a different wave-
length (λ1 to λn), a probe pulse light generator to gen-
erate a probe pulse light having a measurement wave-
length (λm) variable within a predetermined wavelength
range, an optical coupler to combine the laser lights out-
put from the laser light generators and the probe pulse
light and to output the combined light for the first optical
fiber line, a measuring apparatus to measure a power
level of the probe pulse light on a predetermined position
in the first optical fiber line from a return light of the probe
pulse light entered through the optical loop back circuit
and second optical fiber line, and a controller to control
the measuring apparatus so as to perform measure-
ment within the predetermined wavelength range while
varying the measurement wavelength within the prede-
termined wavelength range.
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[0011] The above configuration makes it possible to
measure a power level of each swept measurement
wavelength on the predetermined position in the first op-
tical fiber line. The measured result shows a gain profile
in the first optical fiber line on the predetermined posi-
tion.
[0012] A gain profile controlling method according to
the invention is a method, in an optical transmission sys-
tem having first and second optical fiber lines, each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from the
other, and an optical loop back circuit to optically con-
nect between the first and second optical fiber lines, to
control a gain profile in the first optical fiber line, the
method comprising step of supplying a plurality of laser
lights, each having a different wavelength (λ1 to λn), and
a probe pulse light having a measurement wavelength
(λm) different from the wavelengths of the plurality of
laser lights to the first optical fiber line, step of measuring
a power level of the probe pulse light on a predetermined
position in the first optical fiber line from a return light of
the probe pulse light entered through the optical loop
back circuit and second optical fiber, step of storing a
measured result of the measuring step after operating
the probe pulse supplying step and measuring step with-
in the predetermined wavelength range while varying
the measurement wavelength within the predetermined
wavelength range, and step of controlling equalizing
characteristics of a variable gain equalizer disposed in
the first optical fiber line according to the measured re-
sult stored in the measured result storing step.
[0013] A gain profile controlling system according to
the invention is a system, in an optical transmission sys-
tem having first and second optical fiber lines, each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from the
other, and an optical loop back circuit to connect be-
tween the first and second optical fiber lines, to control
a gain profile in the first optical fiber transmission line,
the system comprising a variable gain equalizer dis-
posed in the first optical fiber line, laser light generators
to generate a plurality of laser lights, each having a dif-
ferent wavelength (λ1 to λn), a probe pulse light gener-
ator to generate a probe pulse light having a measure-
ment wavelength (λm) variable within a predetermined
wavelength range, an optical coupler to combine the la-
ser lights from the laser light generators and the probe
pulse light and to output the combined light to the first
optical fiber line, a measuring apparatus to measure a
power level of the probe pulse light on a predetermined
position in the first optical fiber line from a return light of
the probe pulse light entered through the optical loop
back circuit and second optical fiber line, and a controller
to control the measuring apparatus so as to perform
measurement within the predetermined wavelength
range while varying the measurement wavelength with-
in the predetermined wavelength range and to control
the variable gain equalizer according to the power levels
of the plurality of measurement wavelengths measured
on the predetermined position.

[0014] The above configuration makes it possible to
measure a power level of each swept measurement
wavelength on the predetermined wavelength position
in the first optical fiber line. Since the measured results
shows the gain profiles on the predetermined position
in the first optical fiber line, it is possible to obtain a de-
sirable gain profile in the first optical fiber line by con-
trolling the equalizing characteristics of the variable gain
equalizer according to the measured results.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present invention will be apparent from
the following detailed description of embodiments of the
invention in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a schematic block diagram of a first
embodiment according to the invention;
Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of a C-OT-
DR measuring apparatus 36;
Fig. 3 shows an example of C-OTDR waveform;
Fig. 4 shows an example of measured gain profile;
Fig. 5 shows a comparative example between a
measured result by a spectrum analyzer and a
measured result by the embodiment;
Fig. 6 shows another comparative example be-
tween a measured result by a spectrum analyzer
and a measured result by the embodiment;
Fig. 7 shows a schematic diagram of a variable gain
equalizer 22;
Fig. 8 shows another schematic diagram of a vari-
able gain equalizer 22;
Fig. 9 shows a schematic block diagram of a second
embodiment according to the invention;
Fig. 10 shows a position of probe light in the second
embodiment; and
Fig. 11 shows another position of probe light in the
second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] Embodiments of the invention are explained
below in detail with reference to the drawings.
[0017] Fig. 1 shows a schematic block diagram of a
first embodiment according to the invention. Two optical
fiber lines 14 and 16 connect between a control station
10 and a counter station 12. Each of the optical fiber
lines 14 and 16 comprises a plurality of optical transmis-
sion fibers 18 and optical repeaters 20 for optically am-
plifying optical signals propagating in the optical trans-
mission fibers 18. In the embodiment, each of the optical
fiber lines 14 and 16 further comprises at least one var-
iable gain equalizer 22 disposed on an appropriate po-
sition in the fiber line.
[0018] Each of the optical repeaters 20 comprises an
optical amplifier 20a in the optical fiber line 14, an optical
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amplifier 20b in the optical fiber line 16, and a C-OTDR
(Coherent Optical Time Domain Reflectometry) path
20c or optical loop back circuit for looping back a light
between the optical fiber lines 14 and 16.
[0019] Although the details are described later, in the
embodiment, a gain profile in the optical fiber line 14 is
measured using C-OTDR and a variable gain equalizer
22 is remotely controlled to form the gain profile in a de-
sirable shape. In Fig. 1, to make it easily understanda-
ble, only the configuration to measure and control a gain
profile in the optical fiber line 14 is shown. However, it
is obvious that a gain profile in the optical fiber line 16
can be measured by replacing the configuration of the
control station 10 and the configuration of the counter
station 12, and also the gain profile in the optical fiber
line 16 is controlled by the variable gain equalizer 22 in
the optical fiber line 16.
[0020] For the transmission of optical signals through
the optical fiber lines 14 and 16, the control station 10
comprises a transmission terminal apparatus 24 and the
counter station 12 comprises a transmission terminal
apparatus 26. Furthermore, it is assumed that a WDM
transmission system of n wavelengths (λ1 to λn) is used
for the signal transmission between the transmission
terminal apparatuses 24 and 26, and thus the optical
fiber lines 14 and 16 are designed accordingly.
[0021] In the embodiment shown in Fig. 1, neither to
operate the signal transmission between the transmis-
sion terminal apparatuses 24 and 26 nor the measuring
and controlling of the gain profile in the optical fiber line
14 at the same time is possible. For the changeover,
optical switches 28 and 30 are disposed in the control
station 10, and optical switches 32 and 34 are disposed
in the counter station 12.
[0022] For the measuring and controlling of the gain
profile in the optical fiber line 14, the control station 10
further comprises a C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36,
laser diodes (LD) 38-1 to 38-n which continuously laser-
oscillate at wavelengths λ1 to λn respectively, and an
optical coupler 40 which couples output lights from the
LDs 38-1 to 38-n and a measurement light of wave-
length λm output from the C-OTDR measuring appara-
tus 36 for measuring the gain file in the optical fiber line
14. The C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36 can sweep
the measurement wavelength λm continuously or dis-
cretely within the wavelengths λ1 to λn. Furthermore,
when the measurement wavelength λm practically co-
incides with a wavelength λi within the wavelengths λ1
to λn, the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36 stops the
signal emission of the LD 38-i.
[0023] When the measuring and controlling of the
gain profile in the optical fiber line 14 is performed, it is
preferable not to return the light entered into the counter
station 12 from the optical fiber line 14 toward the optical
fiber line 14 again. For that purpose, an optical termina-
tor 42 to absorb the light input from the optical fiber line
14 is disposed in the counter station 12. In addition, it is
necessary to supply a laser light (namely, a loading light)

of a predetermined power or more to each of the optical
amplifiers 20b in the optical fiber line 16. Accordingly, a
laser 44 is also disposed in the counter station 12. The
laser 44 might comprise a single laser light source or a
plurality of laser light sources. The configuration of the
laser 44 is determined according to conditions.
[0024] It is possible to use a well-known configuration
as the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36. Fig. 2 shows
a schematic block diagram of the C-OTDR measuring
apparatus 36. A variable wavelength laser diode 50 out-
puts a pulse laser light (a probe pulse light) to the optical
coupler 40 according to a timing signal from a timing
generator 52. A controller 54 comprising a microcom-
puter controls an oscillating wavelength λm of a variable
wavelength laser diode 50. The controller 54 also con-
trols a transmission center wavelength of an optical
bandpass filter (O-BPF) 56 to keep λm interlocking with
the control for the oscillating wavelength λm of the var-
iable wavelength laser diode 50.
[0025] The O-BPF 56 extracts component of the
wavelength λm out of the light input from the optical
switch 30 to apply to a photodetector 58. The photode-
tector 58 converts the intensity of input light into the am-
plitude of electric signal to apply into the controller 54.
[0026] To improve the sensitivity of the C-OTDR, the
output light from the laser diode 50 is sometimes ampli-
tude-modulated or frequency-modulated. In this case, a
gain profile in an optical transmission line can be meas-
ured by extracting an amplitude-modulated component
or frequency-modulated component out of the output
from the photodetector 58 without an O-BPF 56. By dis-
posing the O-BPF 56, the measuring sensitivity is surely
improved.
[0027] The controller 54 digitizes the analog output
from the photodetector 58 to fetch and store the digitized
value in a storage unit 60 as a C-OTDR data according
to the passage of time which begins with the timing sig-
nal from the timing generator 52. The controller 54 reads
out the data stored in the storage unit 60 and applies to
a print/display unit 62 according to the direction from the
operator. The print/display unit 62 prints or displays the
input data according to the passage of time.
[0028] In the control station 10, the optical switch 28
selects a signal light (a terminal A) output from the trans-
mission terminal apparatus 24 or output light (a terminal
B) from the optical coupler 40 and applies the selected
light to the optical fiber line 14. The optical switch 30
applies the light input from the optical fiber line 16 to the
transmission terminal apparatus 24 through the terminal
A or to the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36 through
the terminal B.
[0029] In the counter station 12, the optical switch 32
applies the light input from the optical fiber line 14 to the
transmission terminal apparatus 26 through the terminal
A or to the optical terminator 42 through the terminal B.
The optical switch 34 selects the signal light (the termi-
nal A) output from the transmission terminal apparatus
26 or the output light (the terminal B) from the laser 44
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and applies the selected light to the optical fiber line 16.
[0030] The operation for measuring and controlling
the gain profile in the optical fiber line 14 is explained
below. In this case, the optical switches 28, 30, 32, and
34 are connected to the terminal B. The laser 44 is set
in an emission state so that each of the optical amplifiers
20b in the optical fiber line 16 operates under similar
condition to that in signal transmission.
[0031] The controller 54 in the C-OTDR measuring
apparatus 36 firstly sets the oscillating wavelength of
the variable wavelength laser diode 50 to λ1, and the
laser diode 50 outputs the probe pulse light of wave-
length λ1 to the optical coupler 40 according to the tim-
ing from the timing generator 52. In this case, the meas-
urement wavelength λm is equal to λ1. The controller
54 also stops the emission of the LD 38-1 and makes
the LDs 38-2 to 38-n emit.
[0032] The optical coupler 40 combines the output
light from the LD 38-2 to 38-n and the output light from
the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36. The combined
light enters the optical fiber line 14 through the optical
switch 28 and propagates in the optical fiber transmis-
sion line 14 toward the counter station 12. At that time,
a part of the probe pulse light of the measurement wave-
length λm is returned to the optical fiber line 16 by the
C-OTDR path 20c of each optical repeater 20 and enters
the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36 through the opti-
cal switch 30. In the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36,
the optical bandpass filter 56 extracts the components
of the measurement wavelength λm, which is equal to
λ1 in this stage, out of the light input from the optical
fiber line 16, and the photodetector 58 converts the out-
put light from the optical bandpass filter 56 into an elec-
tric signal. A signal indicating the intensity of the probe
pulse light of the measurement wavelength λm is ap-
plied to the controller 54 and stored in the storage unit
60.
[0033] Fig. 3 shows a C-OTDR waveform example of
probe pulse light. It is the repetition of the amplification
in the optical repeater 20 and the attenuation in the op-
tical transmission fiber 18. On the location where the
variable gain equalizer 22, there is a level variation ac-
cording to the transmission characteristics of the wave-
length λm of the variable gain equalizer 22. The control-
ler 54 in the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36 writes
the optical repeater output optical power just before the
variable gain equalizer 22, namely the input optical pow-
er Pin (λm) of the variable gain equalizer 22 into the stor-
age unit 60.
[0034] When the variable gain equalizers 22 are dis-
posed as shown in Fig. 1, the influence of the variable
gain equalizer 22 in the optical fiber line 14 and the in-
fluence of the variable gain equalizer 22 in the optical
fiber line 16 are shown overlapped. If the influence of
the variable gain equalizer 22 in the optical fiber line 16
is omitted while the influence of the variable gain equal-
izer 22 in the optical fiber line 16 is controlled, the vari-
able gain equalizer 22 in the optical fiber line 16 is set

to a through-state or leaves its equalizing characteristics
flat relative to the wavelengths.
[0035] Secondly, the measurement wavelength λm is
set to λ2, the emission of LD 38-2 is stopped, LDs 38-1
and 38-3 to 38-n are made to emit to perform C-OTDR
measurement for the wavelength λ2, and the input op-
tical power of the variable gain equalizer 22 is stored in
the storage unit 60. After this, the C-OTDR measure-
ment is performed until the wavelength λn in the same
way.
[0036] With the above operation, the input optical
power Pin (λ1) to Pin (λn) of the variable gain equalizer
22 can be measured relative to each of the signal wave-
length λ1 to λn. Fig. 4 shows the measured results. The
equalizing characteristics of the variable gain equalizer
22 are remotely controlled from the control station 10 so
that the obtained gain profile becomes flat because of
the operation of the variable gain equalizer 22. When
optical devices in the optical fiber lines 14 and 16 are
controlled or adjusted, generally, a method for superim-
posing remote-control signals by amplitude-modulating
a signal light of a specific wavelength or WDM signal
light is used. Therefore, the optical switch 28 is switched
to the terminal A so that a control signal for remotely
controlling the equalizing characteristics of the variable
gain equalizer 22 is sent to the variable gain equalizer
22 from the transmission terminal apparatus 24.
[0037] Although the operation for controlling the gain
profile of the variable gain equalizer 22 according to the
data of input optical power distribution of the variable
gain equalizer 22 relative to each signal wavelength, it
is obvious that the gain profile of the variable gain equal-
izer 22 can be controlled to be flatten according to a data
of an output optical power distribution of the variable
gain equalizer 22 relative to each signal wavelength or
a data of an optical power distribution in the back part.
[0038] In a 660-km bidirectional optical transmission
lines composed of a pair of optical fibers, a gain profile
result measured through a C-OTDR is compared with a
result practically measured by a spectrum analyzer. Fig.
5 shows a measured result of a downward profile to the
right, and Fig. 6 shows a measured result of V-shaped
profile. In both drawings, the horizontal axis shows a
wavelength, and the vertical axis shows optical intensity
(dB). In both cases, the measured results are in error by
less than 1.5 dB, namely practically in an acceptable
range.
[0039] Fig. 7 shows a configuration example of the
variable gain equalizer 22. The variable gain equalizer
22 shown in Fig. 7 has a configuration in which a variable
attenuator 70 and an optical amplifier 72 are connected
in serial. The details about this configuration is de-
scribed in N. Takeda et al, "Active gain equalization for
transoceanic WDM transmission systems", OFC99,
WM43-1.
[0040] Fig. 8 shows another configuration of the var-
iable gain equalizer 22. In the configuration shown in
Fig. 8, a Faraday rotator is used. An output light from an

7 8



EP 1 372 272 A2

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

input optical fiber 74 is turned to a parallel beam by a
collimator lens 76 to enter a Faraday rotator 82 through
a wedge prism 78 and birefringent plate 80. The bire-
fringent plate 80 splits an input light into two orthogonal
polarization components. The Faraday rotator 82 ro-
tates the polarizations of input lights according to an ap-
plied voltage. The output light from the Faraday rotator
82 enters an output light fiber 88 through a wedge prism
84 and a condensing lens 86. The gain equalizing char-
acteristics can be controlled by the wavelength depend-
ency of elements 78 to 84. For instance, it is possible to
give a short wave downward or long wave downward
gain slope of maximum amount of 10 dB in a wavelength
band of 1535 to 1565 nm. The details of this configura-
tion is described in T. Naito et al., "Active Gain Slope
Compensation in Large-Capacity, Long-Haul WDM
Transmission System", OAA99, WC5.
[0041] Fig. 9 shows a schematic block diagram of an
embodiment in which a gain profile in an optical fiber
line can be measured and adjusted in-service.
[0042] Two optical fiber lines 114 and 116 connect be-
tween a control station 110 and a counter station 112.
Each of the optical fiber lines 114 and 116 comprises a
plurality of optical transmission fibers 118 and an optical
repeater 120 to optically amplify an optical signal prop-
agating in the optical transmission fiber 118. Each of the
optical fiber lines 114 and 116 comprises at least one
variable gain equalizer 122 disposed on an appropriate
part in the line. The configuration of the optical fiber lines
114 and 116 is identical to that of the optical fiber lines
14 and 16. The optical repeater 120 comprises, similarly
to the optical repeater 20, an optical amplifier 120a in
the optical fiber line 114, an optical amplifier 120b in the
optical fiber line 116, and a C-OTDR optical path 120c
or an optical loop back circuit for looping back a light
between the optical fiber lines 114 and 116.
[0043] In Fig. 9, only the configuration for measuring
and controlling a gain profile in the optical fiber line 114
is illustrated. However, it is obvious that a gain profile in
the optical fiber line 116 can be measured by replacing
the configuration of the control station 110 and the con-
figuration of the counter station 120 and the gain profile
in the optical fiber line 116 can be controlled by the var-
iable gain equalizer 122 in the optical fiber line 116.
[0044] For the transmission of optical signals through
the optical fiber lines 114 and 116, the control station
110 comprises a transmission terminal apparatus 124
and the counter station 112 comprises a transmission
terminal apparatus 126. Similarly to the first embodi-
ment, a WDM transmission system of n wavelengths (λ1
to λn) is used for the signal transmission between the
transmission terminal apparatuses 124 and 126, and
thus the optical fiber lines 114 and 116 are designed ac-
cordingly.
[0045] The transmission terminal apparatus 124 com-
prises optical signal generators 128-1 to 128-n for re-
spectively generating optical signals of different wave-
lengths λ1 to λn, an optical coupler 130 for coupling out-

put light from the optical signal generators 128-1 to
128-n, and an optical receiver 132 for receiving a WDM
signal light input from the optical fiber 116.
[0046] The configuration and operation of the C-OT-
DR measuring apparatus 134 is basically identical to
those of the C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36 in the first
embodiment. That is, The C-OTDR measuring appara-
tus 134 outputs a probe pulse light of wavelength λm for
the optical coupler 136 and measures intensity of a re-
turn light of the probe pulse light entering from the optical
fiber 116 through the optical coupler 138 in the time do-
main.
[0047] The optical coupler 136 combines the output
light from the optical coupler 130 with the probe pulse
light from the c-OTDR measuring apparatus 134 and
outputs the combined light for the optical fiber line 114.
The optical coupler 138 also splits the light from the op-
tical fiber line 116 into two portions and applies one por-
tion to the optical receiver 132 and the other to the C-OT-
DR measuring apparatus 134. The transmission termi-
nal apparatus 124 and the C-OTDR measuring appara-
tus 134 can always and simultaneously connect to the
optical fiber lines 114 and 116 by the optical couplers
136 and 138. This configuration, as described later,
makes it possible to perform measuring and controlling
of gain profiles in-service.
[0048] Although the measurement wavelength λm
should be one of the signal wavelengths λ1 to λn in the
C-OTDR measuring apparatus 36, the measurement
wavelength λm can be any wavelength locating be-
tween the signal wavelengths λ1 and λn in the C-OTDR
measuring apparatus 134. Fig. 10 shows a wavelength
position example when the measurement wavelength
λm is located in the center between signal wavelengths
λ7 and λ8. Fig. 11 shows a wavelength position example
when the measurement wavelength λm practically co-
incides with the signal wavelength λ7. In both Figs. 10
and 11, the horizontal axis shows a wavelength and the
vertical axis shows optical intensity.
[0049] As shown in Fig. 10, when the measurement
wavelength λm is set to a wavelength in the center of
two adjacent signal wavelengths, it is possible to con-
tinue data transmission services of signal wavelengths
on both sides of the measurement wavelength λm. That
is, the measuring and controlling of gain profiles can be
performed in-service. In this case, as shown in Fig. 10,
it is preferable to lower the optical intensity of the probe
light compared to the optical intensity of the signal light.
If the optical intensity of the probe light is too high, it
influences the transmission characteristics of the signal
light and thus makes it difficult to accurately measure
the gain profile.
[0050] The C-OTDR measuring apparatus 134 con-
trols a corresponding one of the signal light generators
128-1 to 128-n to stop its signal light emission when the
measurement wavelength λm coincides with any one of
the signal wavelengths λ1 to λn or the C-OTDR meas-
urement is hindered. In this case, the service of the
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channel being stopped its signal emission is suspended.
[0051] The C-OTDR measuring apparatus 134 dis-
cretely sweeps the measurement wavelength λm within
a range of wavelengths λ1 to λn to measure input or
output optical power of the variable gain equalizer 122
in the optical fiber line 114 for each wavelength. Accord-
ing to the measured result of each wavelength, the
equalizing characteristics of the variable gain equalizer
122 in the optical fiber line 114 is controlled so that the
gain profile in the optical fiber line 114 becomes flat.
[0052] Although the embodiment in which a single
variable gain equalizer is disposed in an optical fiber line
was explained, it is obvious that the invention is also
applicable to an embodiment in which a plurality of var-
iable gain equalizers are disposed. In this case, a plu-
rality of variable gain equalizer is sequentially control-
led.
[0053] Although the embodiment using the C-OTDR
was explained, a similar effect is obtained when the OT-
DR is used.
[0054] As readily understandable from the aforemen-
tioned explanation, according to the invention, a gain
profile in an optical fiber line can be measured using a
conventional OTDR method. The gain profile in the op-
tical fiber line can be adjusted to a desirable profile by
remotely controlling equalizing characteristics of a var-
iable gain equalizer in the optical fiber line according to
the measured result.

Claims

1. In an optical transmission system having first and
second optical fiber lines (14, 16; 114, 116), each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from
the other, and an optical loop back circuit (20c;
120c) for optically connecting between the first and
second optical fiber lines, a method for measuring
a gain profile in the first optical fiber line comprising
steps of:

supplying a plurality of laser lights, each having
a different wavelength (λ1 to λn), and a probe
pulse light having a measurement wavelength
(λm) different from the wavelengths of the plu-
rality of laser lights to the first optical fiber line;
measuring a power level of the probe pulse light
on a predetermined position in the first optical
fiber line from a return light of the probe pulse
light entered through the optical loop back cir-
cuit (20c; 120c) and second optical fiber line
(16; 116); and
performing the supplying and measuring steps
while varying the measurement wavelength
within the predetermined wavelength range.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the first optical fiber
line (14; 114) comprises a variable gain equalizer

(22; 122), and the predetermined position is on the
input side of the variable gain equalizer (22; 122).

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the first optical fiber
line (14; 144) comprises a variable gain equalizer
(22; 122), and the predetermined position is on the
output side of the variable gain equalizer (22; 122).

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of laser
lights, each having a different wavelength (λ1 to λn)
comprise optical carriers to carry signal.

5. In an optical transmission system having first and
second optical fiber lines (14, 16; 114, 116), each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from
the other, and an optical loop back circuit (20c;
120c) for optically connecting between the first and
second optical fiber lines, a system for measuring
a gain profile in the first optical fiber line comprising:

laser light generators (38-1 to 38-n; 128-1 to
128-n) to generate a plurality of laser lights,
each having a different wavelength (λ1 to λn);
a probe pulse light generator (50) to generate
a probe pulse light having a measurement
wavelength (λm) variable within a predeter-
mined wavelength range;
an optical coupler (40; 130, 136) to combine the
laser lights output from the laser light genera-
tors and the probe pulse light and to output the
combined light to the first optical fiber line;
a measuring apparatus (54, 58) to measure a
power level of the probe pulse light on a prede-
termined position in the first optical fiber line
from a return light of the probe pulse light en-
tered through the loop back circuit (20c; 120c)
and second optical fiber line (16; 116); and
a controller (54) to control the measuring appa-
ratus so as to perform measurement within the
predetermined wavelength range while varying
the measurement wavelength within the prede-
termined wavelength range.

6. The system of claim 5 wherein the first optical fiber
line (14; 114) comprises a variable gain equalizer
(22; 122), and the predetermined position is on the
input side of the variable gain equalizer (22; 122).

7. The system of claim 5 wherein the first optical fiber
line (14; 114) comprises a variable gain equalizer
(22; 122), and the predetermined position is on the
output side of the variable gain equalizer (22; 122).

8. The system of claim 5 wherein the laser light gen-
erators (128-1 to 128-n) comprise signal light gen-
erators for outputting a plurality of signal lights, each
having a different wavelength.
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9. The system of claim 8 wherein the controller con-
trols the signal light generators to stop the emission
of the signal light having a wavelength practically
identical to the measurement wavelength (λm).

10. In an optical transmission system having first and
second optical fiber lines (14, 16; 114, 116), each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from
the other, and an optical loop back circuit (20c;
120c) for optically connecting between the first and
second optical fiber lines, a method for controlling
a gain profile in the first optical fiber line comprising
steps of:

supplying a plurality of laser lights, each having
a different wavelength (λ1 to λn), and a probe
pulse light having a measurement wavelength
(λm) different from the wavelengths of the plu-
rality of laser lights to the first optical fiber line;
measuring a power level of the probe pulse light
on a predetermined position in the first optical
fiber line from a return light of the probe pulse
light entered through the optical loop back cir-
cuit (20c; 120c) and second optical fiber (16;
116);
storing a measured result of the measuring step
within a predetermined wavelength range after
operating the probe pulse supplying step and
measuring step while varying the measurement
wavelength within the predetermined wave-
length range; and
controlling equalizing characteristics of a vari-
able gain equalizer (22; 122) disposed in the
first optical fiber line according to the measured
result stored in the measured result storing
step.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein the predetermined
position is on the input side of the variable gain
equalizer (22; 122).

12. The method of claim 10 wherein the predetermined
position is on the output side of the variable gain
equalizer (22; 122).

13. The method of claim 10 wherein the plurality of laser
lights (λ1 to λn), each having a different wavelength,
comprise optical carriers to carry signal.

14. In an optical transmission system having first and
second optical fiber lines (14, 16; 114, 116), each
transmits a signal light in the opposite direction from
the other, and an optical loop back circuit (20c;
120c) for optically connecting between the first and
second optical fiber lines, a system for controlling a
gain profile in the first optical fiber transmission line
comprising:

a variable gain equalizer (22; 122) disposed in
the first optical fiber line (14; 114);
laser light generators (38-1 to 38-n; 128-1 to
128-n) to generate a plurality of laser lights,
each having a different wavelength (λ1 to λn);
a probe pulse light generator (50) to generate
a probe pulse light having a measurement
wavelength (λm) variable within a predeter-
mined wavelength range;
an optical coupler (40; 130, 136) to combine the
laser lights output from the laser light genera-
tors and the probe pulse light to output the com-
bined light into the first optical fiber line;
a measuring apparatus (54, 58) to measure a
power level of the probe pulse light on a prede-
termined position in the first optical fiber line
from a return light of the probe pulse light en-
tered through the optical loop back circuit (20c;
120c) and second optical fiber line (16; 116);
and a controller (54) to control the measuring
apparatus so as to perform measurement with-
in the predetermined wavelength range while
varying the measurement wavelength within
the predetermined wavelength range and to
control the variable gain equalizer according to
the power levels of the plurality of measure-
ment wavelengths measured on the predeter-
mined position.

15. The system of claim 14 wherein the predetermined
position is on the input side of the variable gain
equalizer (22; 122).

16. The system of claim 14 wherein the predetermined
position is on the output side of the variable gain
equalizer (22; 122).

17. The system of claim 14 wherein the laser light gen-
erators comprise signal light generators (128-1 to
128-n) to output a plurality of signal lights, each hav-
ing a different wavelength.

18. The system of claim 14 wherein the controller (54)
controls the signal light generators (128-1 to 128-n)
to stop the emission of signal light having a wave-
length practically identical to the measurement
wavelength (λm).
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