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(54) WORKING HEAD FOR MACHINE TOOL

(57) A machining head for a machine tool includes a
spindle unit having a spindle to which a tool is attachable
and a support head component. The support head com-
ponent includes an index mechanism that rotates the
spindle unit in order to index an angular position of the
spindle unit. The support head component further in-
cludes first and second support segments containing re-
spective support shafts disposed opposite to each other
across the spindle unit such that shaft centers of the sup-
port shafts are aligned with the axis line. Each of the first
and second support segments has a housing having a
bearing member fixed thereto, the bearing member ro-
tatably supporting the corresponding support shaft
through a bearing. The support shaft in each support seg-
ment is supported by the corresponding bearing member
in a manner such that the support shaft becomes mov-
able together with the bearing member in an axial direc-
tion of the support shaft by releasing a fixed state be-
tween the support shaft and spindle unit and the fixed
state between the bearing member and corresponding
housing.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to machining
heads for machine tools, and particularly, to a machining
head which is used in a compound processing machine
(machine tool), such as a five-axis processing machine
(that is, a processing machine capable of controlling five
axes simultaneously) and a multi-face processing ma-
chine.

Background Art

[0002] Fig. 8 illustrates a double-housing machine tool
(machining center) 1 as an example of a compound
processing machine. The double-housing machine tool
1 includes left and right columns 2, 2 attached to a bed
4, a cross rail 6 movable vertically (in Z-axis direction)
on the columns 2, 2, a saddle 7 movable horizontally (in
Y-axis direction) on the cross rail 6, a ram 8 movable in
the Z-axis direction on the saddle 7, and a table 5 movable
in the front-back direction (in X-axis direction) on the bed
4. Furthermore, the ram 8 has a machining head 10 at-
tached thereto, which includes a spindle unit 20 equipped
with a spindle to which a tool can be attached.
[0003]  When machining a workpiece, the double-
housing machine tool 1 moves the table 5, the cross rail
6, the saddle 7, and the ram 8, and the machining head
10 indexes the angular position (rotational position) of
the spindle unit 20 in accordance with numerical control
based on a preliminarily set program. Accordingly, in the
machine tool, the tool can be set at appropriate angles
for machining various surfaces of the workpiece so that
the workpiece can be cut into complicated shapes.
[0004] In order to achieve this, the machining head has
the spindle unit 20 and is equipped with an index mech-
anism within a support head component for the spindle
unit 20. The index mechanism is for indexing the angular
position of the spindle unit 20. Patent Document 1, for
example, discloses a machining head equipped with a
drive motor of a direct-drive type (which will be referred
to as a DD motor hereinafter) as means for driving the
index mechanism. The DD motor includes a motor stator
and a motor rotor that are disposed within a housing of
the machining head 10, and the rotor is linked with a
support shaft that supports the spindle unit.
[0005] Regarding the support head component (oper-
ating head component) included in the machining head
disclosed in Patent Document 1, the support head com-
ponent (first support portion) supports the spindle unit
(second support portion) with a pair of support shafts
(shafts) disposed on opposite sides of the spindle unit.
[0006] Specifically, the support head component dis-
closed in Patent Document 1 has the shape of a fork in
which a pair of support segments (arms) is disposed on
opposite sides of the spindle unit. The support shafts are
supported in a rotatable fashion within the support seg-

ments. Each of the support segments has a built-in DD
motor that is linked with the corresponding support shaft.
Each DD motor rotates the corresponding support shaft
so that the spindle unit is rotated about an axis line of the
support shaft, whereby the spindle unit can be indexed
to a desired rotational position (angular position). The
terms in parentheses correspond to those used in Patent
Document 1.
[0007] Although not discussed in Patent Document 1,
a machining head used in a machine tool is generally
provided with a bearing for rotatably supporting the sup-
port shafts and a clamp mechanism for maintaining the
indexed angular position of the spindle unit, which are
disposed within the support head component. There are
also cases where a rotary joint for supplying machining
fluid to the spindle unit is disposed within the support
head component.
[0008] In the machining head used in the machine tool
described above, there are cases where the spindle unit
needs to be detached from the support head component
for maintenance purposes, such as adjustment and re-
pair. However, in a typical machining head, there are
often cases where the spindle unit cannot be readily de-
tached from the support head component by simply un-
screwing screw members that maintain the fixed state
between the support shafts and the spindle unit. The fol-
lowing is one of the reasons for such a difficulty in the
detachment of the spindle unit.
[0009] Specifically, in a support head component of a
typical machining head, one of the spindle unit and the
pair of support shafts is provided with holes (or recesses),
and the other is provided with protrusions that are en-
gageable with the holes. The holes and protrusions are
provided for the purpose of facilitating the positioning of
the spindle unit relative to the support segments when
the spindle unit is being attached to the support seg-
ments. The hole-and-protrusion engagement technique
is generally applied for the positioning between the sup-
port shafts and the spindle unit. Consequently, in a sup-
port head component that supports the spindle unit by
holding the spindle unit between the pair of support shafts
disposed on opposite sides thereof, even if the screw
members are unscrewed to release the fixed state be-
tween the support shafts and the spindle unit, the spindle
unit cannot be detached from the support head compo-
nent unless one of the support shafts is slid or moved in
its axial direction to disengage the support shaft from the
spindle unit.
[0010] Accordingly, in addition to unscrewing the
screw members to release the fixed state between the
support shafts and the spindle unit, the process for de-
taching the spindle unit from the aforementioned support
head component requires sliding one support shaft in its
axial direction to disengage the support shaft from the
spindle unit. However, with the support head component
of the known art, the process for sliding the support shaft
in its axial direction has to be implemented in a manner
such that the elements contained within the support head
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component, including the bearing and the like, are de-
tached in a certain order starting from the elements lo-
cated farthest from the spindle unit. This results in ex-
tremely bad workability.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2003-48135

Disclosure of Invention

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0011] Accordingly, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a machining head for a machine tool, in
which a support head component that supports a spindle
unit is given a configuration that allows for easy mainte-
nance.

Means for Solving the Problems

[0012] To achieve the above-described object, the
present invention is directed to a machining head for a
machine tool, which includes a spindle unit including a
spindle to which a tool is attachable; and a support head
component that supports the spindle unit, the support
head component including an index mechanism and a
clamp mechanism, the index mechanism rotating the
spindle unit about an axis line extending perpendicular
to a rotary axis line of the spindle in order to index an
angular position of the spindle unit, the clamp mechanism
maintaining the indexed angular position of the spindle
unit.
[0013] The machining head according to the present
invention is characterized in that the support head com-
ponent further includes first and second support seg-
ments containing respective support shafts, the support
shafts being disposed opposite to each other across the
spindle unit such that shaft centers of the support shafts
are aligned with the axis line extending perpendicular to
the rotary axis line of the spindle. Each of the first and
second support segments has a housing having a bear-
ing member therein, the bearing member being fixed to
the housing and rotatably supporting the corresponding
support shaft through a bearing. The index mechanism
includes a drive motor as driving means provided in at
least one of the first and second support segments, the
drive motor including a motor rotor and a motor stator
that surround the corresponding support shaft and are
disposed coaxially with the support shaft. The support
shaft in each support segment is supported by the cor-
responding bearing member in a manner such that the
support shaft becomes movable together with the bear-
ing member in an axial direction of the support shaft by
releasing a fixed state between the support shaft and the
spindle unit and the fixed state between the bearing mem-
ber and the corresponding housing.
[0014] Furthermore, in the present invention, the drive
motor may be fixed to the corresponding support shaft

and the corresponding bearing member such that the
drive motor becomes integrally movable with the support
shaft and the bearing member when the fixed states are
released. Furthermore, the clamp mechanism may be
fixed to the bearing member in at least one of the first
and second support segments such that the clamp mech-
anism becomes integrally movable with the correspond-
ing support shaft and the bearing member when the fixed
states are released. Furthermore, the bearing may be
disposed within a range occupied by the drive motor in
the axial direction of the corresponding support shaft.
Furthermore, the bearing member may be attached to
the housing with a spacer provided therebetween.

Advantages

[0015] According to the machining head for the ma-
chine tool of the present invention, when the spindle unit
is to be detached from the support head component for
maintenance purposes, such as repair, the detachment
process only requires unscrewing screw members to re-
lease the fixed state between the support shafts and the
spindle unit and releasing the fixed state between the
housings and the bearing members rotatably supporting
the support shafts through the bearings. With this simple
detachment process, the support shafts become mova-
ble (slidable) in the axial direction thereof. Accordingly,
the detachment process for the spindle unit is simplified,
thereby facilitating the overall process required for main-
tenance.
[0016] Furthermore, the drive motor and the clamp
mechanism disposed within the corresponding support
segment as required elements are fixed to the corre-
sponding support shaft and/or the corresponding bearing
member, and become integrally movable upon move-
ment of the support shaft and the bearing member. Thus,
the drive motor and/or the clamp mechanism can be de-
tached from the support segment while they are kept
combined with the support shaft and the bearing member
as a single unit. Consequently, when the elements con-
tained in each support segment require maintenance,
such as an adjustment, the detachment process of the
elements and the reattachment process thereof after
maintenance can be readily implemented. In addition,
since the detachment process is implemented while the
positional relationships among the elements are main-
tained due to the combined state, the adjustment among
the elements can be readily implemented.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0017]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a front partially-cutaway view of a
support head component included in a machining
head according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 includes side views of the support head
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component in the machining head according to the
embodiment.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a front partially-cutaway view of the
machining head according to the embodiment.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is an exploded view showing a portion
of the support head component in the machining
head according to the embodiment.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is an exploded view showing another
portion of the support head component in the ma-
chining head according to the embodiment.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 5 is an exploded view showing another
portion of the support head component in the ma-
chining head according to the embodiment.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a front partially-cutaway view of a
support head component included in a machining
head according to another embodiment of the
present invention.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing an ex-
ample of a machine tool to which the machining head
according to the present invention is applied.

Reference Numerals

[0018]

1 machine tool

10 machining head

20 spindle unit

21 spindle

25 DD motor

25a rotor

25b stator

30 head component (first support head compo-
nent)

30a, 30b leg segment (support segment)

30c support segment

31a, 31b housing

32, 39 rotary shaft

33 DD motor (drive motor)

33a rotor (motor rotor)

33b stator (motor stator)

34 clamp mechanism

34a clamp sleeve

35 housing part (bearing member)

36 brake member

37, 38 rotary joint

37a, 38a distributor

37b, 38b shaft

39 bearing holder (bearing member)

41, 44 rotation detector

41a, 44a detector head

41b, 44b detector ring

45, 46 bearing

50 second support head component

51 housing

52 rotary shaft

53 DD motor

53a stator

53b rotor

54 clamp sleeve

55 distributor

56 bearing (triple cylindrical roller bearing)

60 support head component

60a, 60b leg segment (support segment)

61 housing

62 rotary shaft

63 DD motor (drive motor)

63a rotor (motor rotor)

63b stator (motor stator)

65 bearing

66 clamp sleeve

5 6 
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67 rotary joint

67a first distributor

67b second distributor

67c shaft

68 rotation detector

70a, 70b spacer member

Best Modes for Carrying Out the Invention

[0019] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to the drawings. Figs. 1 to 5
illustrate an embodiment of the present invention. A ma-
chining head 10 includes a spindle unit 20 having a spin-
dle 21 to which a tool can be attached, a first support
head component 30 (corresponding to support head
component according to the present invention) that sup-
ports the spindle unit 20, and a second support head
component 50 that supports the first support head com-
ponent 30 (Fig. 3).
[0020] The spindle unit 20 is a spindle head having a
drive motor built therein, and the built-in drive motor 25
rotates the spindle 21 at high speed. A housing 23 of the
spindle unit 20 has the spindle 21 extending therethrough
and accommodates a drive motor 25 that surrounds the
spindle 21. The drive motor 25 includes a rotor 25a fitted
around the spindle 21, and a stator 25b facing an outer
periphery surface of the rotor 25a. The spindle 21 is ro-
tatably supported by a plurality of bearings 27, such as
angular contact bearings, arranged in a front-back direc-
tion of the drive motor 25, that is, in the vertical direction
in Fig. 1. When an exciting current is supplied to the stator
25b, an excitation force is generated between the rotor
25a and the stator 25b. The rotor 25a rotates in response
to the excitation force, whereby the spindle 21 is rotated.
[0021] In addition to supporting the spindle unit 20, the
first support head component 30 has a function of rotating
the spindle unit 20 around an axis line extending perpen-
dicular to a rotary axis line (referred to as an A axis here-
inafter) of the spindle 21 in order to index the angular
position of the spindle unit 20.
[0022] The first support head component 30 has the
shape of a fork in which a pair of leg segments 30a, 30b
corresponding to first and second support segments of
the present invention is joined to a support segment 30c.
The spindle unit 20 is supported between the leg seg-
ments 30a, 30b. Specifically, the pair of leg segments
30a, 30b respectively contains therein a pair of rotatable
support shafts for supporting the spindle unit 20.
[0023] In the support head component (first support
head component 30) according to the present embodi-
ment, a DD motor 33 (corresponding to drive motor ac-
cording to the present invention) for rotating the spindle
unit 20 is provided only in the leg segment 30a (first sup-

port segment) of the two leg segments 30a, 30b. Regard-
ing the pair of support shafts, the support shaft in the leg
segment 30a will be referred to as a driving support shaft
hereinafter, whereas the support shaft in the leg segment
30b will be referred to as a driven support shaft herein-
after.
[0024] The configuration of the leg segment 30a (first
support segment) equipped with the DD motor 33 will be
described in detail below.
[0025] The leg segment 30a has a housing 31a as a
main body. The housing 31a accommodates, for exam-
ple, a rotor (motor rotor) 33a and a stator (motor stator)
33b that constitute the DD motor 33, the driving support
shaft that supports the spindle unit 20, a bearing 45 such
as a cross roller bearing for rotatably supporting the driv-
ing support shaft, and a rotary joint 37 for supplying ma-
chining fluid (which will simply be referred to as fluid here-
inafter) to the spindle unit 20.
[0026] The housing 31a has a through hole 31a1 in
which the DD motor 33 and other elements to be de-
scribed below, such as a rotary shaft, are arranged. The
side surface of the housing 31a farthest from the spindle
unit has a recess 31a3 through which a fluid-supply pipe
and a current-supply cable to be described below extend.
A side surface of the leg segment 30a farthest from the
spindle unit 20 has a side-surface cover 18a attached
thereto. The side-surface cover 18a covers the recess
31a3. Fig. 2 shows a state where the side-surface cover
18a is removed.
[0027] The side surface of the housing 31a farthest
from the spindle unit has a housing part 35 attached
thereto, which is independent of the housing 31a. The
housing part 35 integrally has a flat base section 35a and
a cylindrical portion 35b projecting from the base section
35a towards the spindle unit in the A-axis direction. An
end of the cylindrical portion 35b proximate to the spindle
unit is given a smaller diameter than that of the end there-
of proximate to the base section 35a.
[0028] The housing part 35 has a through hole 35c for
receiving the rotary joint 37. The through hole 35c is given
a large inner diameter at an end thereof proximate to the
spindle unit. Thus, a shoulder portion 35c1 is formed in
the through hole 35c. The base section 35a of the housing
part 35 has a cut section 35d for allowing, for example,
a cable for supplying exciting current to the DD motor 33
to be disposed therein. The housing part 35 is combined
with the housing 31a by means of a plurality of screw
members 35a1 screwed to the base section 35a.
[0029] The rotary joint 37 includes a distributor 37a
fixed to the housing part 35 and a shaft 37b rotatably
fitted around an outer periphery surface of the cylindrical
portion 37a1 of the distributor 37a.
[0030] In a state where the distributor 37a extends
through the through hole 35c of the housing part 35, a
flange portion 37a2 of the distributor 37a is attached to
the cylindrical portion 35b of the housing part 35 by
means of a plurality of screw members 37c arranged in
the circumferential direction. The center of the distributor
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37a is provided with a through hole 37a4 through which,
for example, cables (not shown) can extend toward the
spindle unit 20.
[0031] The distributor 37a has a plurality of fluid chan-
nels 37a3 that are arranged at different positions in the
circumferential direction. The fluid channels 37a3 are
provided for supplying or discharging fluid. On the other
hand, the shaft 37b has a plurality of fluid channels 37b1
that correspond to the fluid channels 37a3 of the distrib-
utor 37a. In Fig. 1, only one of the fluid channels 37a3
and one of the fluid channels 37b1 are representatively
shown.
[0032] The fluid channels 37a3 and the fluid channels
37b1 corresponding thereto communicate with each oth-
er through annular grooves extending around an engage-
ment surface between the distributor 37a and the shaft
37b. This communication state is maintained even upon
rotation of the shaft 37b. The distributor 37a and the shaft
37b have a seal member interposed therebetween for
attaining a sealed state between the annular grooves,
thereby maintaining fluid-tightness among the fluid chan-
nels communicating with each other.
[0033] Each of the fluid channels 37b1 in the shaft 37b
communicates with a fluid supply or discharge port (sup-
ply-discharge port) 24 of the spindle unit 20. The fluid
channels 37a3 of the distributor 37a respectively com-
municate with fluid channels 35e provided in the housing
part 35 in correspondence with the fluid channels 37a3.
The fluid channels 35e of the housing part 35 are con-
nected with a fluid discharge pipe (not shown) extending
from the outside.
[0034] According to these fluid channels extending
through the rotary joint 37, fluid supplied from the outside
is supplied to the spindle unit 20 via the fluid channels
35e, 37a3, 37b1 of the housing part 35 and the rotary
joint 37. When the fluid is subject to circulation, the fluid
circulating within the spindle unit 20 is discharged to the
outside via the fluid channels 35e, 37a3, 37b1. The fluid
to be supplied to the spindle unit 20 may be, for example,
cooling oil for cooling the drive motor 25 or the spindle
21 of the spindle unit 20 that rotates at high speed, sealing
air for preventing cutting chips and powder from entering
the spindle unit 20 (i.e. the rotating portion of the spindle
21), and cooling water for cooling the rotating tool and
the like used during the machining process.
[0035] The DD motor 33 is constituted by the stator
33b disposed non-rotatably with respect to the housing
31a and by the rotor 33a disposed facing an inner pe-
riphery surface of the stator 33b. In other words, the DD
motor 33 is an inner-rotor-type motor.
[0036] The stator 33b is fitted within an inner periphery
surface of a stator sleeve 33c fixed to the housing part
35 by means of a plurality of screw members 33c3 ar-
ranged in the circumferential direction. The stator sleeve
33c has an annular groove 33c1 extending around an
outer periphery surface thereof. On the other hand, the
housing 31a has a fluid supply path 31a4 and a fluid
discharge path 31a5 that communicate with the annular

groove 33c1. A cooling fluid, such as oil, for cooling the
DD motor 33 is supplied from the fluid supply path 31a4
towards the annular groove 33c1 so as to reduce heat
generated by the DD motor 33 due to the rotation of the
rotor 33a. Although not shown specifically in the draw-
ings, the annular groove 33c1 has a helical shape so that
when fluid is supplied from the fluid supply path 31a4,
the fluid circulates the annular groove 33c1 so as to be
discharged from the fluid discharge path 31a5.
[0037] The outer periphery surface of the rotor 33a fac-
es the inner periphery surface of the stator 33b, and the
rotor 33a is fitted around a rotary shaft 32 disposed ro-
tatably within the housing 31a. Moreover, the rotor 33a
is attached to the rotary shaft 32 in a relatively non-ro-
tatable fashion by means of a plurality of screw members
32c arranged in the circumferential direction.
[0038] The rotary shaft 32 is disposed concentrically
with the shaft 37b of the rotary joint 37 with respect to
the rotary axis line thereof. Moreover, the rotary shaft 32
is attached to the shaft 37b by means of a plurality of
screw members arranged in the circumferential direction.
The rotary shaft 32 has a cylindrical portion 32a that sur-
rounds a small-diameter section provided at an end prox-
imate to the spindle unit of the cylindrical portion 35b of
the housing part 35 in the state where the rotary shaft 32
is attached to the shaft 37b. The rotor 33a of the DD
motor 33 is fitted around the outer periphery surface of
the cylindrical portion 32a.
[0039] An end surface 32b of the rotary shaft 32 prox-
imate to the spindle unit has the spindle unit 20 fixed
thereto by means of a plurality of screw members 14
arranged in the circumferential direction. In other words,
the spindle unit 20 is fixed to the end surface 32b of the
rotary shaft 32 with the screw members 14, and is sup-
ported by the rotary shaft 32. Consequently, in the leg
segment 30a, the rotary shaft 32 and the shaft 37b of the
rotary joint 37 rotating together with the rotary shaft 32
constitute the driving support shaft for the spindle unit 20.
[0040] The end surface 32b of the rotary shaft 32 is
provided with a cylindrical projection 32b1 whose center
is aligned with the rotary axis line of the rotary shaft 32.
On the other hand, the spindle unit 20 has a depression
28a engageable with the projection 32b1 at a position
corresponding to the projection 32b1 (Fig. 4). The pro-
jection 32b1 of the rotary shaft 32 and the depression
28a in the spindle unit 20 are engaged with each other,
whereby the spindle unit 20 is properly positioned with
respect to the rotary shaft 32 (driving support shaft).
[0041] In a state where the side-surface cover 18a is
removed, the screw members 14 provided for securing
the spindle unit 20 are manipulatable from the opposite
side of the spindle unit through the holes provided in the
flange portion 37a2 of the distributor 37a of the rotary
joint 37.
[0042] The driving support shaft in the leg segment
30a is rotatably supported in the housing 31a by means
of the bearing 45 interposed between the driving support
shaft and the cylindrical portion 35b of the housing part
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35. Specifically, the driving support shaft is disposed co-
axially with the cylindrical portion 35b about the central
axis of the cylindrical portion 35b, and the central axis
(rotary axis line) of the driving support shaft is aligned
with the A axis, which corresponds to the rotary axis line
of the spindle unit 20. In the leg segment 30a shown in
the drawings, the housing part 35 defines the bearing
member according to the present invention.
[0043] The inner ring of the bearing 45 is fitted around
the outer periphery surface of the shaft 37b of the rotary
joint 37 constituting a part of the driving support shaft.
On the other hand, the outer ring of the bearing 45 is
fitted within the through hole 35c in the housing part 35
fixed to the housing 31a.
[0044] The side of the bearing 45 proximate to the driv-
ing support shaft (i.e. the inner ring) is positionally regu-
lated in the A-axis direction by a large-diameter portion
37b2 of the shaft 37b and an end surface of the rotary
shaft 32. On the other hand, at the side of the bearing 45
proximate to the housing part 35 (i.e. the outer ring), a
bearing sleeve 45a is attached to an end surface of the
cylindrical portion 35b of the housing part 35 proximate
to the spindle unit, and the bearing 45 is positionally reg-
ulated in the A-axis direction by the bearing sleeve 45a
and the shoulder portion 35c1 provided within the through
hole 35c. Thus, the bearing 45 is disposed in a in a state
such that the bearing 45 is positionally regulated in the
A-axis direction with respect to both the driving support
shaft (i.e. the shaft 37b of the rotary joint 37 and the rotary
shaft 32) and the housing part 35. In other words, the
driving support shaft and the bearing member (housing
part 35) are combined with the bearing 45 therebetween,
such that free movement among these elements in the
A-axis direction is prohibited.
[0045] As described above, the bearing 45 is inter-
posed between the shaft 37b of the rotary joint 37 and
the cylindrical portion 35b of the housing part 35, the
shaft 37b and the cylindrical portion 35b being positioned
within the cylindrical portion 32a of the rotary shaft 32
around which the DD motor 33 is fitted.
[0046] The configuration of the leg segment 30b (sec-
ond support segment) that supports the spindle unit 20
at a position opposite to that of the leg segment 30a will
be described in detail below.
[0047] The leg segment 30b has a housing 31b as a
main body. The housing 31b has a through hole 31b1
extending in the A-axis direction. Within this through hole
31b1 are fitted, for example, a clamp mechanism 34 for
maintaining the angular position of the spindle unit 20,
the driven support shaft for supporting the spindle unit
20, a bearing 46 for rotatably supporting the driven sup-
port shaft, and a rotary joint 38.
[0048] The rotary joint 38 is similar to the rotary joint
37 provided in the leg segment 30a, and includes a dis-
tributor 38a combined with a bearing holder 39 fixed to
the housing 31b and a shaft 38b rotatably fitted around
an outer periphery surface of a cylindrical portion 38a1
of the distributor 38a.

[0049] The bearing holder 39 includes a cylindrical por-
tion 39a and a flange portion 39b extending outward ra-
dially from an end of the cylindrical portion 39a farthest
from the spindle unit. The flange portion 39b of the bear-
ing holder 39 is joined to the housing 31b through a clamp
sleeve 34a, which will be described below, by means of
a plurality of screw members 39d arranged in the circum-
ferential direction. Furthermore, the center of the bearing
holder 39 is provided with a through hole 39c extending
in the A-axis direction.
[0050] The distributor 38a of the rotary joint 38 is con-
stituted by the cylindrical portion 38a1 and a flange por-
tion 38a2 extending outward radially from an end of the
cylindrical portion 38a1 farthest from the spindle unit.
The distributor 38a is inserted into the through hole 39c
in the bearing holder 39. In this state, the flange portion
38a2 is joined to the bearing holder 39 by means of a
plurality of screw members 38c arranged in the circum-
ferential direction. Furthermore, the center of the distrib-
utor 38a is provided with a through hole 38a4 extending
in the A-axis direction.
[0051] The distributor 38a has a plurality of fluid chan-
nels 38a3 that are arranged at different positions in the
circumferential direction. The shaft 38b has a plurality of
fluid channels 38b3 that correspond to the fluid channels
38a3 of the distributor 38a. In Fig. 1, only one of the fluid
channels 38a3 and one of the fluid channels 38b3 are
representatively shown.
[0052]  The fluid channels 38a3 and the fluid channels
38b3 corresponding thereto communicate with each oth-
er through annular grooves extending around an engage-
ment surface between the distributor 38a and the shaft
38b. This communication state is maintained even upon
rotation of the shaft 38b. The distributor 38a and the shaft
38b have seal members interposed therebetween for at-
taining a sealed state between the annular grooves. Fur-
thermore, the fluid channels 38b3 communicate with the
fluid supply or discharge port 24 formed in the spindle
unit 20.
[0053] In the example shown in the figure, the shaft
38b of the rotary joint 38 is constituted by two members,
which are a shaft member 38b1 and a flange member
38b2. The shaft 38b is disposed such that a rotary axis
line thereof is aligned with the rotary axis line (= A axis)
of the rotary shaft 32 in the leg segment 30a. In other
words, the rotary joint 38 is disposed such that the central
axis of the distributor 38a is aligned with the A axis, so
that the rotary axis line of the shaft 38b is aligned with
the A axis. In the leg segment 30b, the shaft 38b corre-
sponds to the rotary shaft 32 in the leg segment 30a.
[0054] The shaft member 38b1 of the shaft 38b is dis-
posed within the through hole 39c formed in the cylindri-
cal portion 39a of the bearing holder 39. In this state, the
shaft 38b is supported by the bearing holder 39 in a ro-
tatable fashion through the bearing 46. Accordingly, the
shaft 38b (shaft member 38b1) and the cylindrical portion
39a of the bearing holder 39 are disposed concentrically
with respect to the A axis. The bearing holder 39 defines
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a bearing member in the leg segment 30b.
[0055] The flange member 38b2 of the shaft 38b has
an end surface 38b5 at a side thereof proximate to the
spindle unit. The end surface 38b5 is parallel to the end
surface 32b of the rotary shaft 32 in the leg segment 30a.
The end surface 38b5 has the spindle unit 20 fixed thereto
by means of a plurality of screw members 15 arranged
in the circumferential direction. Consequently, in the leg
segment 30b, the shaft 38b of the rotary joint 38 functions
as the driven support shaft for the spindle unit 20. A cy-
lindrical brake member 36 is fixed to an outer peripheral
portion of the flange member 38b2 of the shaft 38b, and
the brake member 36 also rotates together with the shaft
38b. Accordingly, the brake member 36 is also part of
the driven support shaft.
[0056] The end surface 38b5 of the shaft 38b (flange
member 38b2) is provided with a cylindrical projection
38b6 whose center is aligned with the rotary axis line of
the shaft 38b. On the other hand, the spindle unit 20 has
a depression 28b engageable with the projection 38b6
at a position corresponding to the projection 38b6 (Fig.
5). The projection 38b6 of the shaft 38b and the depres-
sion 28b in the spindle unit 20 are engaged with each
other, whereby the spindle unit 20 is properly positioned
with respect to the shaft 38b (driven support shaft).
[0057] In a state where the side-surface cover 18b is
removed, the screw members 15 for securing the spindle
unit 20 can be manipulated from the opposite side of the
spindle unit 20 through holes provided in the flange por-
tion 38a2 of the distributor 38a of the rotary joint 38.
[0058] As described above, the bearing 46 is inter-
posed between the shaft 38b and the cylindrical portion
39a of the bearing holder (bearing member) 39. Specif-
ically, the bearing 46 has its inner ring fitted around the
outer periphery surface of the shaft member 38b1 at a
side proximate to the shaft 38b. This inner-ring side of
the bearing 46 is thus positionally regulated in the A-axis
direction by a large-diameter portion 38b4 of the shaft
member 38b1 and by an end surface of the flange mem-
ber 38b2. On the other hand, the bearing 46 has its outer
ring fitted within the through hole 39c formed in the cy-
lindrical portion 39a of the bearing holder 39 at a side
proximate to the distributor 38a. This outer-ring side of
the bearing 46 is thus positionally regulated in the A-axis
direction by a shoulder portion 39c1, defined by a large-
diameter portion of the through hole 39c, and by a bearing
sleeve 46a joined to an end surface of the cylindrical
portion 39c proximate to the spindle unit.
[0059] Accordingly, the bearing 46 is disposed in a in
a state such that the bearing 46 is positionally regulated
in the A-axis direction with respect to both the shaft 38b
(driven support shaft) and the bearing holder 70 (bearing
member). In other words, the driven support shaft and
the bearing member (bearing holder 70) are combined
with the bearing 46 therebetween, such that free move-
ment among these elements in the A-axis direction is
prohibited.
[0060] The clamp mechanism 34 for maintaining the

rotational position (angular position) of the spindle unit
20 is mainly constituted by a clamp sleeve 34a. The
clamp sleeve 34a includes a cylindrical portion 34a2 hav-
ing an annular groove 34a1 that forms a pressure cham-
ber, and a flange portion 34a3 extending outward radially
from an end of the cylindrical portion 34a2 farthest from
the spindle unit. The cylindrical portion 34a2 surrounds
the brake member 36, which is rotatable together with
the shaft 38b of the rotary joint 38, in a manner such that
the cylindrical portion 34a2 permits rotation of the shaft
38b.
[0061] The cylindrical portion 34a2 of the clamp sleeve
34a and the housing 31b have an annular pressure-re-
ceiving member 34b interposed therebetween. In detail,
the pressure-receiving member 34b is fitted within the
through hole 31b1 of the housing 31b. The cylindrical
portion 34a2 of the clamp sleeve 34 is fitted within the
inner periphery surface of the pressure-receiving mem-
ber 34b. The clamp sleeve 34a is fixed to the housing
31b by means of a plurality of screw members 34a5
screwed to the flange portion 34a3 from a side farthest
from the spindle unit. Furthermore, the pressure-receiv-
ing member 34b is fixed to the flange portion 34a3.
[0062] The cylindrical portion 34a2 of the clamp sleeve
34a has the annular groove 34a1 which is open towards
the pressure-receiving member 34b. The annular groove
34a1 and the inner periphery surface of the pressure-
receiving member 34b together form a pressure cham-
ber. This pressure chamber communicates with a fluid
channel 34b1 provided in the pressure-receiving mem-
ber 34b. The fluid channel 34b1 communicates with a
fluid channel 31b2 in the housing 31b through a fluid
channel 34a4 provided in the flange portion 34a3 of the
clamp sleeve 34a.
[0063] In the clamp mechanism 34, when pressure flu-
id, such as pressure oil, is supplied to the pressure cham-
ber through these fluid channels, a thin-walled section in
the cylindrical portion 34a2 of the clamp sleeve 34a,
which corresponds to the annular groove 34a1, becomes
deformed inward in the radial direction of the cylindrical
portion 34a2. As a result, a clamping force acts on the
brake member 36 in the radially-inward direction, where-
by a state (clamped state) is attained in which the brake
member 36 and the shaft 38b (driven support shaft) com-
bined therewith are prevented from rotating. When the
supply of pressure fluid to the pressure chamber is
stopped, the thin-walled section of the cylindrical portion
34a2 becomes released from the deformed state. This
eliminates the clamping force acting on the brake mem-
ber 36, thereby releasing the clamped state.
[0064] In the example shown in the figure, the leg seg-
ment 30b also contains a rotation detector 41 for detect-
ing the rotational angle of the shaft 38b (i.e. the angular
position of the spindle unit 20).
[0065]  A disc-shaped supporter is provided in the
through hole 39c in the bearing holder 39, and the sup-
porter protrudes from the inner periphery surface of the
through hole 39c in the radial direction. The rotation de-
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tector 41 includes a pair of detector heads 41a, 41a at-
tached to the supporter at predetermined position, and
a detector ring 41b attached to an end of the shaft 38b
farthest from the spindle unit 20 at a position facing the
inner side of the detector heads 41a, 41a. The rotation
detector in the present invention is not limited to this con-
figuration, and may be of other known types.
[0066] A detection signal detected by the rotation de-
tector 41 that indicates the angular position of the spindle
unit 20 is sent to a control apparatus (not shown) of a
machine tool in which the machining head 10 according
to the present invention is installed. The detection signal
is used for rotation control (numerical control) of the spin-
dle unit 20.
[0067] The second support head component 50 in the
machining head 10 will be described in detail below.
[0068] As mentioned above, in addition to the first sup-
port head component 30, the machining head 10 in the
present embodiment is equipped with the second support
head component 50 that supports the first support head
component 30. The first support head component 30 is
supported by, for example, the above-described ram of
the machine tool through the second support head com-
ponent 50. The second support head component 50 is
provided for rotating the first support head component
30 around an axis line (axis line parallel to the Z axis of
the machine tool, referred to as a C axis hereinafter) ex-
tending in the vertical direction (Fig. 3).
[0069] The second support head component 50 in-
cludes a housing 51 as a main body. The housing 51 has
a through hole 51a that extends in the C-axis direction.
The second support head component 50 also includes a
rotary shaft 52 whose shaft member 52a is disposed with-
in the through hole 51a. The first support head compo-
nent 30 is combined with the second support head com-
ponent 50 through the rotary shaft 52. In the example
shown in the figure, the second support head component
50 is attached to the ram 8 of the machine tool 1 by means
of a plurality of screw members inserted through a flange
portion 51b of the second support head component 50.
[0070] The second support head component 50 in-
cludes a DD motor 53 for rotating the rotary shaft 52, a
clamp sleeve 54 for maintaining the rotational position of
the rotary shaft 52, and a rotary joint 55 for supplying
fluid to the first support head component 30, which are
all disposed within the through hole 51a of the housing 51.
[0071] The DD motor 53 is constituted by a stator 53a
fixed to the housing 51 through a stator sleeve 53c, and
a rotor 53b fixed to the rotary shaft 52 at a position facing
an inner periphery surface of the stator 53a. An exciting
current for driving the DD motor 53 is supplied by means
of a cable 17 connected to the DD motor 53 through a
connector 17a.
[0072] The rotary shaft 52 includes the shaft member
52a disposed rotatably within the through hole 51a of the
housing 51, and a flange member 52b attached to an end
of the shaft member 52a proximate to the first support
head component 30 and extending outward radially in

directions perpendicular to the C axis. The rotary shaft
52 has a through hole 52c through which the rotary joint
55 extends.
[0073] In the example shown in the figure, the shaft
member 52a and the flange member 52b of the rotary
shaft 52 have a bearing housing 52d therebetween. The
bearing housing 52d and the housing 51 have a bearing
56 interposed therebetween. With the bearing 56, the
rotary shaft 52 is supported in a rotatable fashion with
respect to the housing 51. The bearing 56 in the figure
is a triple cylindrical roller bearing (triple roller bearing /
axial-radial roller bearing), which is a type of compound-
roller pivot bearing, and is capable of receiving large
amounts of load in the axial and radial directions.
[0074] The rotor 53b of the DD motor 53 is fitted around
an outer periphery surface of the shaft member 52a.
Thus, when the rotor 53b rotates, the shaft member 52a
is rotated about the C axis. The flange member 52b is
joined to the shaft member 52a by means of a plurality
of screw members 52e arranged in the circumferential
direction and thus rotates together with the shaft member
52a. Furthermore, the flange member 52b has a plurality
of screw members 19 screwed thereto in the circumfer-
ential direction. With the screw members 19, the support
segment 30c of the first support head component 30 is
joined to the flange member 52b. Accordingly, when the
DD motor 53 rotates the rotary shaft 52, the first support
head component 30 is rotated together with the rotary
shaft 52.
[0075] The rotary joint 55 is similar to the rotary joints
37, 38 provided in the first support head component 30,
and includes a distributor 55a fixed to the housing 51 and
a shaft 55b rotatably fitted within a through hole 55a1
provided in the distributor 55a. Specifically, the shaft 55b
is disposed concentrically with the distributor 55a with
respect to the C axis.
[0076] The distributor 55a is constituted by a cylindrical
portion 55a2 disposed within the through hole 52c of the
rotary shaft 52 and a flange portion 55a3 extending out-
ward radially from an end of the cylindrical portion 55a2
farthest from the first support head component 30. The
flange portion 55a3 of the distributor 55a is joined to the
housing 51 by means of a plurality of screw members
arranged in the circumferential direction.
[0077] On the other hand, an end of the shaft 55b prox-
imate to the first support head component 30 is joined to
a disc-shaped flange member 57. The shaft 55b is joined
to the flange member 52b of the rotary shaft 52 through
the flange member 57. Consequently, the shaft 55b ro-
tates together with the rotary shaft 52. The flange mem-
ber 57 has a shape that can be fitted to a circular recess
30c1 provided in the support segment 30c of the first
support head component 30. With the flange member 57
and the recess 30c1 of the support segment 30c, the first
support head component 30 and the second support
head component 50 can be properly positioned with re-
spect to each other when the two are combined.
[0078] The distributor 55a has a plurality of fluid chan-
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nels 55a4 arranged at different positions in the circum-
ferential direction. The fluid channels 55a4 are provided
for taking in fluid from the outside. On the other hand,
the shaft 55b also has a plurality of fluid channels 55b1
that correspond to the fluid channels 55a4 of the distrib-
utor 55a.
Similarly, the fluid channels 55b1 are arranged at differ-
ent positions in the circumferential direction.
[0079] The fluid channels 55a4 and the fluid channels
55b1 corresponding thereto communicate with each oth-
er through annular grooves extending around an engage-
ment surface between the distributor 55a and the shaft
55b. This communication state is maintained even upon
rotation of the shaft 55b. Furthermore, the fluid channels
55b1 in the shaft 55b communicate with the correspond-
ing fluid channels 37a3 or 38a3 provided in the distributor
37a or 38a of the rotary joint 37 or 38 in the first support
head component 30. Accordingly, fluid supplied to the
distributor 55a of the rotary joint 55 from the outside is
sent to the rotary joints 37, 38 of the first support head
component 30 via the shaft 55b.
[0080] The distributor 55a fixed to the housing 51 and
the shaft member 52a of the rotary shaft 52 have the
clamp sleeve 54 disposed therebetween for maintaining
the rotational position of the rotary shaft 52. The clamp
sleeve 54 has a flange portion 54a at which the clamp
sleeve 54 is joined to the distributor 55a by means of a
plurality of screw members, and is relatively rotatable
with the rotary shaft 52. The clamp sleeve 54 has a cy-
lindrical portion 54b provided with an annular groove 54c
which is open towards the cylindrical portion 55a2 of the
distributor 55a. The annular groove 54c and the outer
periphery surface of the cylindrical portion 55a2 of the
distributor 55a form a pressure chamber.
[0081] When pressure fluid is supplied to the pressure
chamber through a fluid channel 54d provided in the dis-
tributor 55a, a thin-walled section of the cylindrical portion
54b, which corresponds to the annular groove 54c of the
cylindrical portion 54b, becomes deformed outward in
the radial direction of the cylindrical portion 54b. As a
result, a clamping force acts on the rotary shaft 52 in the
radially-outward direction, whereby a state (clamped
state) is attained in which the rotary shaft 52 is prevented
from rotating.
[0082] An upper end portion of the rotary joint 55 is
provided with a rotation detector 44 for detecting the
amount of rotation of the rotary shaft 52, namely, the
amount of rotation of the first support head component
30. The rotation detector 44 includes a pair of detector
heads 44a, 44a disposed at predetermined positions on
the distributor 55a, and a detector ring 44b which is at-
tached to the shaft 55b rotatable together with the rotary
shaft 52 and is disposed facing the detector heads 44a,
44a. Similar to the rotation detector 41 in the first support
head component 30, a detection signal of the rotation
detector 44 is sent to the control apparatus of the machine
tool and is used for rotation control of the first support
head component 30.

[0083] In the machining head 10 having the above-
described configuration, the support head component
(first support head component 30) holds the spindle unit
20 between the two support shafts of the pair of leg seg-
ments 30a, 30b so as to securely support the spindle unit
20 in a relatively non-rotatable fashion with respect to
the two support shafts. Using the DD motor 33 to rotate
the driving support shaft of the leg segment 30a, the spin-
dle unit 20 is rotated about the rotary axis line of the
support shafts (i.e. axis line or A axis extending perpen-
dicular to the rotary axis line of the spindle 21) to a desired
angular position.
[0084]  The DD motor 33 is driven in accordance with
numerical control based on a preliminarily set program.
With rotation control of the rotor 33a, the angular position
of the spindle unit 20 is controlled via the driving support
shaft. Consequently, the DD motor 33 and the driving
support shaft (i.e. the rotary shaft 32 and the shaft 37b)
linked with the DD motor 33 within the leg segment 30a
function as the index mechanism for the spindle unit 20.
An exciting current for driving the DD motor 33 is supplied
by means of a cable 16 connected to the DD motor 33
through a connector 16a.
[0085] In the first support head component 30 accord-
ing to the present invention, the support shafts in the leg
segments 30a and 30b are combined with the respective
bearing members through the bearings 45 and 46 such
that relative free movement in the A-axis direction be-
tween the support shafts and the bearing members is
prohibited. On the other hand, by releasing the fixed state
between the support shafts and the spindle unit 20 and
the fixed state between the support shafts and the re-
spective housings 31a, 31b of the bearing members, the
support shafts become movable in the A-axis direction
together with the bearing members. This structure will
now be described in detail.
[0086] In the leg segment 30a (first support segment),
as described above, the driving support shaft (the shaft
37b of the rotary joint 37 and the rotary shaft 32) is com-
bined with the housing part 35, which is the bearing mem-
ber, through the bearing 45, and is prohibited from mov-
ing freely in the A-axis direction with respect to the hous-
ing part 35. In other words, the driving support shaft and
the housing part 35 are combined together (namely, com-
bined into a single unit) in an integrally movable manner
while their positional relationship is substantially main-
tained due to the combined state.
[0087] In the state where the driving support shaft and
the cylindrical portion 35b of the housing part 35 are dis-
posed within the through hole 31a1 in the housing 31a,
the driving support shaft and the housing part 35, which
are combined together (combined into a single unit), are
combined with the housing 31a at the base section 35a
of the housing part 35. Specifically, the end surface of
the base section 35a proximate to the spindle unit is dis-
posed so as to face the side surface of the housing 31a
farthest from the spindle unit. In this state, the flat base
section 35a of the housing part 35 is attached to the hous-
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ing 31a by means of the plurality of screw members 35a1
inserted from the side of the base section 35a farthest
from the spindle unit in the A-axis direction. Therefore,
in a state where the side-surface cover 18a is removed,
the base section 35a of the housing part 35 is located in
the leg segment 30a at a position farthest from the spindle
unit within the range thereof in the A-axis direction.
[0088] In addition, with regard to the driving support
shaft and the cylindrical portion 35b of the housing part
35 disposed within the through hole 31a1, the housing
31a does not have any section in the through hole 31a1
thereof that interferes with the movement of the driving
support shaft and the cylindrical portion 35b away from
the spindle unit in the A-axis direction. More specifically,
in a state where the driving support shaft and the cylin-
drical portion 35b are disposed within the through hole
31a1, there are no sections that protrude more radially
inward beyond the outer periphery surfaces of the driving
support shaft and the cylindrical portion 35b at a position
farther from the spindle unit than the driving support shaft
and the cylindrical portion 35b. In other words, the inner
diameter of the through hole 31a1 is larger than the di-
ameter of the outer periphery surfaces of the driving sup-
port shaft and the cylindrical portion 35b at a position
farther from the spindle unit than the driving support shaft
and the cylindrical portion 35b. Consequently, the driving
support shaft and the cylindrical portion 35b receive no
interference from the housing 31a when being moved
away from the spindle unit in the A-axis direction from
the state where they are disposed within the through hole
31a1.
[0089] Accordingly, when the driving support shaft is
to be slid in the A-axis direction in order to detach the
spindle unit 20 for, for example, maintenance purposes,
first, the screw members 14 are unscrewed to release
the fixed state between the driving support shaft and the
spindle unit 20, and the screw members 35a1 are un-
screwed to release the fixed state between the housing
31a and the housing part 35. This allows the driving sup-
port shaft and the housing part 35 (bearing member) to
be integrally movable away from the spindle unit in the
A-axis direction from the state where they are disposed
within the housing 31a (from the state shown in Fig. 1).
Accordingly, when the operator moves the housing part
35 in the A-axis direction, the driving support shaft is
moved (slid) together with the housing part 35 in the A-
axis direction, whereby the spindle unit 20 and the driving
support shaft become released from the state where they
are engaged with each other by the projection 32b1 and
the depression 28a.
[0090] In addition, in the leg segment 30b (second sup-
port segment), the driven support shaft (the shaft 38b of
the rotary joint 38 and the brake member 36) is combined
with the bearing holder 39, which is the bearing member,
through the bearing 46, and is prohibited from moving
freely in the A-axis direction with respect to the bearing
holder 39. In other words, the driven support shaft and
the bearing holder 39 are combined together (namely,

combined into a single unit) in an integrally movable man-
ner while their positional relationship is substantially
maintained due to the combined state.
[0091] In the state where the driven support shaft and
the cylindrical portion 39a of the bearing holder 39 are
disposed within the through hole 31b1 in the housing
31b, the driven support shaft and the bearing holder 39,
which are combined together (combined into a single
unit), are combined with the housing 31b at the flange
portion 39b of the bearing holder 39. Specifically, the end
surface of the flange portion 39b proximate to the spindle
unit is disposed so as to face the side surface of the
housing 31b farthest from the spindle unit. In this state,
the flange portion 39b of the bearing holder 39 is attached
to the flange portion 34a3 of the clamp sleeve 34a, which
is attached to the housing 31b, at a side surface of the
flange portion 39b farthest from the spindle unit by means
of the screw members 39d inserted from the side of the
flange portion 39b farthest from the spindle unit in the A-
axis direction. Therefore, in a state where the side-sur-
face cover 18b is removed, the flange portion 39b of the
bearing holder 39 is located in the leg segment 30b at a
position farthest from the spindle unit within the range
thereof in the A-axis direction.
[0092] In addition, with regard to the driven support
shaft and the cylindrical portion 39a of the bearing holder
39 disposed within the through hole 31b1, the brake
member 36 is fixed to the flange member 38b2 of the
shaft 38b of the rotary joint 38 in the driven support shaft,
and the cylindrical portion 39a of the bearing holder 39
is surrounded by the brake member 36. In other words,
in the through hole 31b1, the cylindrical portion 39a of
the bearing holder 39, which is the bearing member, is
disposed inside the driven support shaft in the radial di-
rection. In addition, the brake member 36 defining the
outer periphery of the driven support shaft is rotatably
disposed within the cylindrical portion 34a2 of the clamp
sleeve 34a which is fixed to the housing 31b, and is not
prohibited from moving in the A-axis direction by the
housing 31b and the clamp sleeve 34a. In other words,
the diameter of the through holes in the housing 31b and
the clamp sleeve 34a in which the brake member 36 is
fitted is larger than the diameter of the brake member 36,
and no sections that interfere with the movement of the
brake member 36 in the A-axis direction is provided in
the through holes.
[0093] Therefore, also in the leg segment 30b, the driv-
en support shaft and the cylindrical portion 39a receive
no interference from the housing 31b when being moved
away from the spindle unit in the A-axis direction from
the state where they are disposed within the through hole
31b1. Consequently, by releasing the fixed state between
the driven support shaft and the spindle unit 20 due to
the screw members 15 and the fixed state between the
bearing holder 39 and the housing 31b (clamp sleeve
34a), the driven support shaft and the bearing holder 39
(bearing member) can be made integrally movable away
from the spindle unit in the A-axis direction without being
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interfered by the housing 31b from the state where they
are disposed within the housing 31b.
[0094] Thus, according to the above-described sup-
port head component (first support head component 30)
of the present invention, in the process of sliding the sup-
port shafts in the A-axis direction for attaching or detach-
ing the spindle unit 20, the state in which the support
shafts are slidable in the A-axis direction can be obtained
simply by releasing the fixed state between the spindle
unit 20 and the support shafts and the fixed state between
the bearing members and the housings. In addition, the
process of moving the support shafts can be performed
using the bearing members having parts located at po-
sitions farthest from the spindle unit in the respective sup-
port segments. Therefore, compared to the structure of
the related art, the process is significantly facilitated.
[0095] The bearing members (the housing part 35 and
the bearing holder 39) are combined with the respective
housings 31a, 31b with the screw members (35a1, 39d)
inserted from the end surfaces farthest from the spindle
unit in the A-axis direction. The screw members are ex-
posed at the side surfaces of the housings when the cov-
ers 18a, 18b are removed. Therefore, the process of re-
leasing the fixed state between the bearing members and
the housings can be easily performed from the outside
of the housings. In addition, the screw members 14, 15
provided for securing the spindle unit 20 to the support
shafts are manipulatable from the outside through the
through holes (35c, 39c) formed in the bearing members
and the holes formed in the components disposed in the
through holes, and therefore the process of releasing the
fixed state between the spindle unit 20 and the support
shafts can also be easily performed from the outside.
[0096] In addition, in the structure shown in the figures,
as described above, the support shafts and the bearing
members are combined together (combined into a single
unit) in an integrally movable manner. In addition, other
elements included in the support segments can also be
combined together with the support shafts and the bear-
ing members into units.
[0097] More specifically, in the leg segment 30a, the
cylindrical portion 37a1 of the distributor 37a of the rotary
joint 37 is disposed within the through hole 35c in the
housing part 35. In this state, the distributor 37a is at-
tached to the housing part 35 by means of the screw
members 37c. Thus, the distributor 37a is combined to-
gether with the housing part 35. In other words, the rotary
joint 37 is also combined into a single unit with the housing
part 35 and the rotary shaft 32.
[0098] In addition, in the DD motor 33 which rotation-
ally drives the driving support shaft, the rotor 33a is fixed
to the driving support shaft (rotary shaft 32). On the other
hand, the stator sleeve 33c having the stator 33b, which
surrounds the rotor 33a, fitted therein is fixed to the base
section 35a of the housing part 35 but is not fixed to the
housing 31a. In other words, in the example shown in
the figures, the DD motor 33 is also combined into a single
unit with the driving support shaft and the housing part 35.

[0099] In addition, among the elements combined into
a single unit, the stator sleeve 33c located at the most
external position is fitted into the through hole 31a1 of
the housing 31a in the A-axis direction towards the spin-
dle unit 20 through an opening provided at a side farthest
from the spindle unit. Specifically, from the state where
the stator sleeve 33c is disposed within the housing 31a,
the stator sleeve 33c is movable away from the spindle
unit in the A-axis direction without being interfered by the
housing 31a, and is prohibited from moving away from
the spindle unit in the A-axis direction only by the housing
part 35.
[0100] Accordingly, the stator sleeve 33c and the ele-
ments (the housing part 35, the rotary joint 37, the rotary
shaft 32, and the DD motor 33) which are disposed inside
the stator sleeve 33c in the radial direction within the
housing 31a can be detached through the through hole
31a1 while their relative positional relationships are sub-
stantially maintained, that is, while they are combined
into a single unit. In addition, the combined single unit
can be reinserted into the through hole 31a of the housing
31a so as to be reattached thereto. Fig. 6 shows the state
in which the above-mentioned elements are removed
from the leg segment 30a in a state such that they are
combined into a single unit.
[0101] As described above, the bearing 45 is disposed
within the DD motor 33 in the radial direction thereof and
within the range occupied by the DD motor 33 in the A-
axis direction. Generally, when the bearing 45 is dis-
posed within the DD motor 33 in the radial direction in-
stead of being arranged next to the DD motor 33 on an
outer periphery surface of a rotary shaft around which
the DD motor 33 is fitted, it is natural that the support
shaft have a shaft portion around which the bearing 45
is fitted and an outer peripheral portion around which the
DD motor 33 is fitted, the outer peripheral portion being
located more outward in the radial direction than the shaft
portion. In addition, it is essential that the housing 31a or
each of elements attached thereto be located between
the outer periphery of the DD motor 33 and the bearing
45, and between the outer peripheral portion of the sup-
port shaft and the bearing 45. Generally, when a bearing
is disposed within a range occupied by a DD motor in the
A-axis direction, the housing will have a complex internal
configuration where rotary portions and stationary por-
tions are densely assembled together in the A-axis di-
rection. In contrast, according to the present invention,
the stationary portions contained within the through hole
31a of the housing 31a are all independent elements from
the housing 31a, and are fixed to the side surface of the
housing 31a farthest from the spindle unit 20. Therefore,
even if the housing 31a has a complex internal configu-
ration where the rotary portions and stationary portions
are densely assembled together in the A-axis direction
as mentioned above, the elements contained in the hous-
ing 31a can be combined into a single unit so that these
elements are made movable integrally in the A-axis di-
rection.

21 22 



EP 2 080 581 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0102] On the other hand, in the leg segment 30b, the
cylindrical portion 38a1 of the distributor 38a of the rotary
joint 38 is disposed within the through hole 39c. In this
state, the flange portion 38a2 of the distributor 38a is
attached to the bearing holder 39. Thus, the distributor
38a is also combined together with the driven support
shaft and the bearing holder 39. In other words, the rotary
joint 38 is also combined into a single unit with the brake
member 36 and the bearing holder 39.
[0103] In the through hole 31b1, the clamp sleeve 34a
of the clamp mechanism 34 (i.e. the clamp sleeve 34a
and the pressure-receiving member 34b) interposed be-
tween the housing 31b and the driven support shaft
(brake member 36) is attached to the side surface of the
housing 31b farthest from the spindle unit by means of
the plurality of screw members 34a5 inserted through the
flange portion 34a3 of the clamp sleeve 34a. In addition,
the pressure-receiving member 34b surrounding the cy-
lindrical portion 34a2 of the clamp sleeve 34a is attached
to the flange portion 34a3 of the clamp sleeve 34a. The
pressure-receiving member 34b is fitted into the through
hole 31b1 of the housing 31b in the A-axis direction
through an opening provided at a side farthest from the
spindle unit 20, and is movable away from the spindle
unit in the A-axis direction without being interfered by the
housing 31b from the state where the pressure-receiving
member 34b is disposed within the through hole 31b1.
[0104] Accordingly, in a state where the screw mem-
bers 34a5 are unscrewed, the movement of the clamp
mechanism 34 in the A-axis direction within the housing
31b is regulated solely by the bearing holder 39. Thus,
when fixed to the bearing holder 39 with the screw mem-
bers 39d, the clamp mechanism 34 is integrally movable
with the rotary joint 38, the brake member 36, and the
bearing holder 39. In other words, by unscrewing the
screw members 34a5, instead of the screw members
39d, to release the fixed state between the clamp mech-
anism 34 and the housing 31b, the combined single unit
of the clamp mechanism 34 in addition to the rotary joint
38, the brake member 36, and the bearing holder 39 can
be made integrally movable in the A-axis direction from
the state where they are disposed within the housing 31b.
In this case, the clamp sleeve 34a directly attached to
the housing 31b defines part of the bearing member ac-
cording to the present invention.
[0105] Accordingly, in each of the leg segments 30a,
30b of the support head component in the example
shown in the figure, the bearing member and the support
shaft are combined in an integrally movable manner while
their positional relationship is substantially maintained
due to the combined state. Moreover, in each of the hous-
ings 31a, 31b, the non-rotatable elements (the distribu-
tors 37a, 38a, the stator 33b, etc.) are combined with the
bearing member, whereas the rotatable elements (the
rotary shaft 32, the shafts 37b, 38b, etc.) are combined
with the support shaft (or are defined as part of the sup-
port shaft). These combined elements including the sup-
port shaft and the bearing member are disposed within

the through hole 31a1 or 31b1 of the housing 31a or 31b.
[0106] Furthermore, the combined unit constituted by
these elements is fixed to the housing 31a or 31b only
through a section (the base section 35a of the housing
part 35 / the flange portion 39b of the bearing holder 39
or the flange portion 34a3 of the clamp sleeve 34a) po-
sitioned closest to the side surface of the housing 31a or
31b (farthest from the spindle unit) in the A-axis direction.
The housings 31a, 31b do not have sections that prohibit
the movement of the combined units away from the spin-
dle unit 20 in the A-axis direction within the through holes
31a1, 31b1. In other words, the housings 31a, 31b do
not have sections that protrude more radially inward from
the outermost side surfaces, in the radial direction, of
portions of the combined units located within the through
holes 31a1, 31b1.
[0107] Accordingly, the combined units are prohibited
from moving away from the spindle unit in the A-axis di-
rection by being fixed to the housings 31a, 31b only with
screw members at the corresponding bearing members.
Therefore, by simply releasing that fixed state, the pro-
hibition of the movement of the units by the housings
31a, 31b can be cancelled. Thus, by releasing the fixed
state between the bearing members and the housings
31a, 31b and the fixed state between the support shafts
and the spindle unit 20, the bearing members, the support
shafts, and the elements combined with the bearing
members and the support shafts can be made integrally
movable and detachable from the housings 31a, 31b at
opposite sides of the spindle unit 20 in the A-axis direc-
tion. When these elements are to be reattached to the
housings 31a, 31b, the elements in the combined state
are inserted into the corresponding through holes 31a1,
31b1. The bearing members are then fixed to the hous-
ings 31a, 31b with the screw members 35a1 and the
screw members 38c (34a5), respectively. Subsequently,
the support shafts are simply fixed to the spindle unit 20
with the screw members 14 and the screw members 15.
[0108] According to the above-described structure, the
process for detaching the elements contained in the cor-
responding housings 31a, 31b for, for example, adjust-
ment purposes can be readily implemented. In addition,
since the process for disassembling and assembling the
elements for adjustment or other purposes can be per-
formed outside the machine tool, the process can facili-
tated and the elements can be assembled with high ac-
curacy. In addition, when the elements are to be reat-
tached to the housings 31a, 31b, adjustments of the po-
sitional relationships among these elements (combined
state) are not necessary since the positional relationships
among the elements are maintained due to their com-
bined state. This contributes to enhanced workability.
[0109] In the above description, the housings 31a, 31b
constituting the support segments (leg segments 30a,
30b) are described as components different from the
housing constituting the support segment 30c. However,
the housings constituting the support head components
according to the present invention may have a three-body
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structure in which the housings constituting the support
segment 30c and the leg segments 30a, 30b are formed
separately from each other or a single body structure in
which the housings are formed integrally with each other
as a single housing 31 as shown in Fig. 6. In particular,
in the case where an integrally formed housing is used,
a higher rigidity can be obtained compared to the case
in which housings formed in the three-body structure are
used. Therefore, the support rigidity of the spindle unit
20 can be increased.
[0110] Referring to Fig. 6, a case where the elements
of each support segment are combined together into a
single unit will be described. When the combined units
are attached to the housing, spacer members 70a, 70b
shown in the figure may be placed between the housing
31 and the combined units. In other words, when the
combined units are attached to the housing 31 with the
bearing members, the spacer members 70a, 70b may
be provided between the housing and the bearing mem-
bers of the combined units. The spacer members 70a,
70b are provided to align the rotary axis line of the spindle
unit 20 (spindle 21) to the central axis (C axis) of the
support head component 30. If the rotary axis line of the
spindle unit 20 is not accurately aligned with the C axis,
the machining accuracy will be reduced. Therefore, it is
necessary to accurately align the rotary axis line with the
C axis, and the spacer members 70a, 70b are used for
this purpose. The structure will now be described in detail.
[0111] The spindle unit 20 is supported by the support
shafts between the leg segments 30a, 30b. The position
of the spindle unit 20 along the A axis direction is deter-
mined by dimensions L1 and L2 between the attachment
surfaces at which the bearing members of the combined
units are attached to the housing (that is, end surfaces
35m and 34n proximate to the spindle unit of the base
section 35a of the housing part 35 and the flange unit
34a3 of the clamp sleeve 34a, respectively) and the end
surfaces (32b, 38b5) proximate to the spindle unit of the
support shafts. The dimensions L1 and L2 are affected
by the attachment accuracy of the elements constituting
the combined units. If there is even a slight error in one
or both of the combined units when the combined units
are combined, the dimension L1 and/or the dimension
L2 become different from the intended dimensions due
to the error. As a result, the rotary axis line of the spindle
unit 20 becomes displaced from the C axis. The dimen-
sions L1 and L2 can be determined by measuring them
after the elements are combined together. However, the
workability is considerably degraded if the elements are
disassembled and reassembled each time the measured
dimensions are different from the desired dimensions.
[0112] Accordingly, when the combined units are com-
bined with the housing 31, the spacer members 70a, 70b
are disposed as shown in the figure and the thicknesses
(dimensions along the A axis) of the spacer members
70a, 70b are adjusted to adequate values in accordance
with the above-described dimensions L1 and L2, so that
the rotary axis line of the spindle units 20 can be aligned

with the C axis.
[0113] More specifically, the distances from attach-
ment surfaces 30m, 30n at which the combined units are
attached to the leg segments 30a, 30b of the housing 31
to the central axis (C axis) of the housing 31 are fixed.
Accordingly, the above-described dimensions L1 and L2
of the combined units are measured and the thicknesses
of the spacer members 70a, 70b are set such that the
sums of the dimensions L1 and L2 and the dimensions
from the end surfaces of the spindle unit 20 in the A axis
direction to the rotary axis line are equal to the sums of
the distances from the attachment surfaces 30m and 30n
in the housing 31 to the C axis and the thicknesses of
the spacer members 70a, 70b. As a result, the rotary axis
line of the spindle unit 20 is aligned with the C axis. The
spacer members 70a, 70b may be formed by stacking a
plurality of thin plates, and the thicknesses thereof can
be adjusted by changing the number of the plates. Alter-
natively, the spacers 70a, 70b may also be formed of
integral bodies, and the thicknesses thereof may be ad-
justed by, for example, cutting the end faces thereof.
[0114] Another embodiment of the present invention
will now be described with reference to Fig. 7.
[0115] In the support head component (the first support
head component 30) of the machining head according
to the above-described embodiment of the present in-
vention, only one of the leg segments of a pair for sup-
porting the spindle unit 20 is provided with an index mech-
anism (DD motor) for rotating the spindle unit 20. In con-
trast, as shown in Fig. 7, both leg segments of the support
head component may be provided with index mecha-
nisms (DD motors), and that the present invention is ap-
plied to both index mechanisms.
[0116] As mentioned above, in a support head com-
ponent 60 shown in Fig. 7, a pair of leg segments 60a
and 60b supporting the spindle unit 20 is both provided
with index mechanisms including DD motors 63. The leg
segments 60a and 60b in the figure have basically the
same internal configuration. Therefore, the description
below will simply be directed to the leg segment 60a, and
the description and reference numerals with regard to
the leg segment 60b will be omitted.
[0117] The leg segment 60a has a housing 61 as a
main body. The housing 61 has a through hole 61a that
extends in the A-axis direction. The through hole 61a has
disposed therein, for example, a DD motor 63, a support
shaft (driving support shaft) that supports the spindle unit
20, a bearing 65 for rotatably supporting the support
shaft, and a rotary joint 67. The leg segment 60a is also
provided with a rotation detector 68, which is similar to
that provided in the above-described embodiment. The
rotation detector 68 is provided only in the leg segment
60a.
[0118] In the example shown in the figure, the rotary
joint 67 has a distributor that is constituted by two mem-
bers 67a and 67b (i.e. first and second distributors). The
first distributor 67a has a flange portion 67a2 at which
the first distributor 67a is joined to the side surface of the
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housing 61 farthest from the spindle unit 20 by means of
a plurality of screw members 67d arranged in the circum-
ferential direction. The first distributor 67a also has a
through hole 67a4 extending in the A-axis direction. In a
state where the second distributor 67b extends through
this through hole 67a4, a flange portion 67b2 of the sec-
ond distributor 67b is joined to the first distributor 67a.
Thus, the first and second first distributors 67a and 67b
are secured to the housing 61.
[0119] The rotary joint 67 has a shaft 67c, which is
constituted by a large-diameter section 67c1 rotatably
fitted between a cylindrical portion 67a1 of the first dis-
tributor 67a and a cylindrical portion 67b1 of the second
distributor 67b, and by a shaft section 67c2 around which
the bearing 65 is fitted.
[0120] In the rotary joint 67, the first and second dis-
tributors 67a and 67b are respectively provided with a
plurality of fluid channels 67a3 and 67b3. The shaft 67c
is provided with a plurality of fluid channels 67c3 in cor-
respondence with the fluid channels 67a3 and 67b3. The
fluid channels 67a3 and 67b3 communicate with the fluid
channels 67c3 through annular grooves extending
around engagement surfaces among the cylindrical por-
tions 67a1 and 67b1 of the respective first and second
distributors 67a and 67b and the large-diameter section
67c1 of the shaft 67c.
[0121] A rotary shaft 62 provided rotatably with respect
to the housing 61 is joined to an end surface of the shaft
section 67c2 of the shaft 67c proximate to the spindle
unit 20. In a state where the rotary shaft 62 is attached
to the shaft 67c, a cylindrical portion 62a of the rotary
shaft 62 surrounds the cylindrical portion 67a1 of the first
distributor 67a included in the rotary joint 67. The rotary
shaft 62 also has a plurality of fluid channels 62c that
communicate with the plurality of fluid channels 67c3 pro-
vided in the shaft 67c of the rotary joint 67. Each of the
fluid channels 67c3 in the shaft 67c communicates with
the corresponding port 24 of the spindle unit 20 through
the corresponding fluid channel 62c.
[0122] As shown in the figure, the cylindrical portion
67a1 of the first distributor 67a and the shaft section 67c2
of the shaft 67c in the rotary joint 67 have the bearing 65
interposed therebetween. With the bearing 65, the shaft
67c is supported in a rotatable fashion within the housing
61. The rotary shaft 62 attached to the shaft 67c has an
end surface 62b that is proximate to the leg segment 60b.
The end surface 62b has the spindle unit 20 attached
thereto. Accordingly, the shaft 67c of the rotary joint 67
and the rotary shaft 62 are provided in a rotatable fashion
within the housing 60 and define a support shaft for sup-
porting the spindle unit 20. On the other hand, the first
distributor 67a is fixed to the housing 60 and defines a
bearing member that rotatably supports the correspond-
ing support shaft through the bearing 65. Because the
second distributor 67b is fixed to and combined with the
first distributor 67a, the second distributor 67b also de-
fines part of the bearing member.
[0123] The inner ring of the bearing 65 is fitted around

the outer periphery surface of the shaft section 67c2 of
the shaft 67c in the rotary joint 67 constituting a part of
the support shaft. The inner ring of the bearing 65 is po-
sitionally regulated in the A-axis direction by an end sur-
face of the large-diameter section 67c1 of the second
distributor 67b proximate to the spindle unit 20 and by
the rotary shaft 62 attached to an end surface of the shaft
section 67c2 proximate to the spindle unit 20. On the
other hand, the outer ring of the bearing 65 is disposed
within the through hole 67a4 of the first distributor 67a
fixed to the housing 61 and is fitted within a large-diam-
eter section provided at an end of this through hole 67a4
proximate to the spindle unit 20. The outer ring is posi-
tionally regulated in the A-axis direction by an end surface
of this large-diameter section and by a bearing sleeve
65a attached to an end surface of the first distributor 67a
proximate to the spindle unit 20.
[0124] Consequently, the bearing 65 is combined with
the corresponding support shaft (i.e. the shaft 67c of the
rotary joint 67 and the rotary shaft 62) and the first dis-
tributor 67a in a state such that the bearing 65 is posi-
tionally regulated in the A-axis direction with respect to
both the support shaft and the first distributor 67a. In other
words, the support shaft and the first distributor 67a
(bearing member) are combined with the bearing 65 ther-
ebetween, such that free movement among these ele-
ments in the A-axis direction is prohibited.
[0125] Accordingly, in the example shown in the figure,
the support shaft and the bearing member (first distributor
67a and second distributor 67b) are made integrally mov-
able (namely, combined into a single unit) while their po-
sitional relationship is substantially maintained due to the
combined state. In addition, the housing 61 has no sec-
tions in the through hole 61a that interfere with the move-
ment of the bearing member away from the spindle unit
20 in the A-axis direction from the state shown in the
figure where the bearing member is disposed within the
through hole 61a. Specifically, the support shaft is posi-
tionally regulated in the A-axis direction solely by the
bearing member (bearing 65) within the through hole 61a
of the housing 61. Consequently, by releasing the fixed
state with respect to the spindle unit 20 and the housing
61, the support shaft and the bearing member combined
with each other can be made integrally movable away
from the spindle unit 20 in the A-axis direction without
being interfered by the housing 61.
[0126] In the example shown in the figure, a clamp
sleeve 66 that maintains the angular position of the spin-
dle unit 20 has a cylindrical portion 66b, which is fitted
around the outer periphery surface of the cylindrical por-
tion 67a1 of the first distributor 67a. The clamp sleeve
66 also has a flange portion 66a, which is attached to an
end surface of the flange portion 67a2 of the first distrib-
utor 67a proximate to the spindle unit 20 by means of a
plurality of screw members arranged in the circumferen-
tial direction. In other words, the clamp sleeve 66 is also
combined into a single unit with the support shaft and the
bearing member. In the example shown in the figure, the
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cylindrical portion 67a1 of the first distributor 67a func-
tions as the pressure-receiving member in the first above-
described embodiment and constitutes a clamp mecha-
nism together with the clamp sleeve 66 and the first dis-
tributor 67a (cylindrical portion 67a1).
[0127] The cylindrical portion 66b of the clamp sleeve
66 is disposed between the cylindrical portion 67a1 of
the first distributor 67a and the cylindrical portion 62a of
the rotary shaft 62. The flange portion 66a of the clamp
sleeve 66 is disposed within a range occupied by the
rotary shaft 62 in the radial direction thereof. Conse-
quently, when the clamp sleeve 66 is being moved inte-
grally with the support shaft and the bearing member,
the clamp sleeve 66 is not interfered by the housing 61.
[0128] The DD motor 63 in the example shown in the
figure includes a stator 63b fitted within the through hole
61a of the housing 61 with a stator sleeve 63c therebe-
tween, and a rotor 63a fitted around the outer periphery
surface of the cylindrical portion 62a of the rotary shaft
62 at a position facing an inner periphery surface of the
stator 63a. The stator sleeve 63c is fixed to the flange
portion 67a2 of the first distributor 67a by means of a
plurality of screw members 63c1 arranged in the circum-
ferential direction thereof. In other words, the DD motor
63 has its stator 63b fixed to the bearing member and
has its rotor 63a fixed to the support shaft so as to be
combined into a single unit with the bearing member and
the support shaft.
[0129] In addition, the stator sleeve 63c, which is lo-
cated at the outermost periphery side of the DD motor
63, is fitted within the through hole 61a, and an end sur-
face of the stator sleeve 63c farthest from the spindle
unit 20 is attached to the flange portion 67a2 of the first
distributor 67a. Thus, the stator sleeve 63c is not prohib-
ited from moving in the A-axis direction by the housing
61. In other words, without being interfered by the hous-
ing 61, the stator sleeve 63c (DD motor 63) is movable
integrally with the first distributor 67a in response to
movement of the first distributor 67a in the A-axis direc-
tion.
[0130] Consequently, from the state where the ele-
ments (i.e. the rotary joint 67, the rotary shaft 62, the
clamp sleeve 66, and the DD motor 63) combined with
each other into a single unit are disposed within the hous-
ing 61 of the leg segment 60a (60b) in the support head
component 60 according to the example shown in the
figure, the combined elements can be made integrally
movable away from the spindle unit in the A-axis direction
while their positional relationships are substantially main-
tained due to the combined state. The support head com-
ponent 60 can thus achieve similar advantages to those
achieved by the support head component in the above-
described embodiment.
[0131] In the above embodiments, the support seg-
ments (leg segments) in the support head component
according to the present invention are each equipped
with a rotary joint (37, 38, 67). Alternatively, the afore-
mentioned fluid may be supplied directly to the spindle

unit 20 from the outside of each support segment. In that
case, the rotary joints may be omitted.
[0132] Furthermore, although the elements disposed
in each support segment are all combined into a single
unit in the above embodiments, the present invention is
not limited to this configuration. The present invention
permits any configuration in which at least the support
shaft, the bearing that rotatably supports the support
shaft, and the bearing member in each support segment
are combined and are made integrally movable in the A-
axis direction. For example, in Fig. 1, the clamp mecha-
nism 34 in the leg segment 30b may be made non-de-
tachable from the side of the leg segment 30b farthest
from the spindle unit 20. In that case, only the support
shaft, the bearing, and the bearing member (i.e. the rotary
joint 38, the rotary shaft 39, and the bearing 46) may be
combined into a single unit and made integrally movable
in the A-axis direction so that only this unit can be de-
tached from the housing 31b. As a further alternative, in
the leg segment 30a, the stator sleeve 33c having the
stator 33b fitted therein may be fixed to the housing 31a.
Regarding the DD motor 33 in this case, only the rotor
33a is combined with the support shaft into a single unit.
[0133] The technical scope of the present invention is
not limited to the above embodiments, and modifications
are permissible without departing from the scope of the
claimed invention.

Claims

1. A machining head (10) for a machine tool, compris-
ing a spindle unit (20) including a spindle (21) to
which a tool is attachable and a support head com-
ponent (30, 60) that supports the spindle unit (20),
the support head component (30, 60) including an
index mechanism and a clamp mechanism (34), the
index mechanism rotating the spindle unit (20) about
an axis line (A axis) extending perpendicular to a
rotary axis line of the spindle (21) in order to index
an angular position of the spindle unit (20), the clamp
mechanism (34) maintaining the indexed angular po-
sition of the spindle unit (20),
wherein the machining head (10) is characterized
in that
the support head component (30, 60) further in-
cludes first and second support segments (30a, 30b)
containing respective support shafts (37b, 32, 38b),
the support shafts (37b, 32, 38b) being disposed op-
posite to each other across the spindle unit (20) such
that shaft centers of the support shafts (37b, 32, 38b)
are aligned with the axis line extending perpendicular
to the rotary axis line of the spindle (21),
each of the first and second support segments (30a,
30b) has a housing (31a, 31b) having a bearing
member (35, 39) therein, the bearing member (35,
39) being fixed to the housing (31a, 31b) and rotat-
ably supporting the corresponding support shaft

29 30 



EP 2 080 581 A1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

(37b, 32, 38b) through a bearing (45, 46),
the index mechanism includes a drive motor (33) as
driving means provided in at least one of the first and
second support segments (30a, 30b), the drive motor
(33) including a motor rotor (33a) and a motor stator
(33b) that surround the corresponding support shaft
(37b, 32, 38b) and is disposed coaxially with the sup-
port shaft (37b, 32, 38b), and
the support shaft (37b, 32, 38b) in each support seg-
ment (30a, 30b) is supported by the corresponding
bearing member (35, 39) in a manner such that the
support shaft (37b, 32, 38b) becomes movable to-
gether with the bearing member (35, 39) in an axial
direction of the support shaft (37b, 32, 38b) by re-
leasing a fixed state between the support shaft (37b,
32, 38b) and the spindle unit (20) and the fixed state
between the bearing member (35, 39) and the cor-
responding housing (31a, 31b).

2. The machining head (10) according to Claim 1,
wherein the motor rotor (33a) of the drive motor (33)
is fixed to the corresponding support shaft (37b, 32)
and the motor stator (33b) of the drive motor (33) is
fixed to the corresponding bearing member (35) such
that the drive motor (33) becomes integrally movable
with the support shaft (37b, 32) and the bearing
member (35) when the fixed states are released.

3. The machining head (10) according to Claim 1,
wherein the clamp mechanism (34) is fixed to the
bearing member (39) in at least one of the first and
second support segments (30a, 30b) such that the
clamp mechanism (34) becomes integrally movable
with the corresponding support shaft (38b) and the
bearing member (39) when the fixed states are re-
leased.

4. The machining head (10) according to any one of
Claims 1 to 3, wherein the bearing (45, 46) is dis-
posed within a range occupied by the drive motor
(33) in the axial direction of the corresponding sup-
port shaft (37b, 32, 38b).

5. The machining head (10) according to any one of
Claims 1 to 3,
wherein the bearing member (35, 39) is attached to
the housing (31a, 31b) with a spacer member (70a,
70b) provided therebetween.
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