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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  line  type  thermal  head  applied  to,  for  example,  a  thermal  printer, 
which  is  comprised  of  a  one-dimensional  array  of  heat  generation  resistors. 

5  Fig.  6A  shows  one  form  of  a  conventional  thermal  head.  A  thermal  head  1  comprises  a  plurality  of  heat 
generation  resistors  51  of  a  parallelogrammic  configuration  formed  on  an  insulating  substrate  50,  such  as 
ceramics  or  alumina,  and  arranged  at  a  predetermined  interval  in  a  linear  array,  a  pair  of  lead  electrodes  52, 
53  formed  on  both  ends  of  the  resistor  51,  and  external  terminals  54  and  55  connected  to  the  lead 
electrodes  52  and  53.  The  opposite  sides  of  the  lead  electrodes  52  and  53  are  defined  along  the  array  of 

io  the  resistors  51  and  the  lead  electrode  52  is  continuous  to  provide  a  common  electrode. 
In  the  thermal  head  as  set  out  above,  the  size  of  a  recording  dot  can  be  varied  by  varying  an  amount  of 

energy  to  be  applied  to  the  resistor  51.  This  is  because  the  resistors,  constituting  the  thermal  head,  is 
parallelogrammic  in  configuration  and  allow  an  energy  concentration  to  occur  due  to  an  energy  distribution 
one-sided  in  the  resistors  51  .  It  is  thus  possible  to  better  record  a  medium-tone  image  on  a  recording  sheet. 

75  The  basic  technique  of  the  thermal  head  will  be  explained  below  in  more  detail. 
When  a  voltage  is  applied  across  the  lead  electrodes  52  and  53  in  the  thermal  head  as  set  out  above,  a 

flow  field  in  the  heat  generation  resistors  51  is  as  shown  in  Fig.  7.  In  Fig.  7,  black  points  represent  points  of 
measurement  where  the  sense  of  their  line  shows  a  sense  of  current  at  the  point  of  measurement  and  the 
length  of  the  line  shows  a  magnitude  of  current  at  the  point  of  measurement. 

20  Fig.  7  shows  a  view  for  explaining  the  current  distribution  in  the  resistors.  Let  it  now  be  assumed  that 
the  values  of  the  resistors  51  do  not  vary  by  their  heat  generation.  The  heat  generation  resistors  are  each 
formed  of,  for  example,  a  thin  film,  though  having  somewhat  a  very  small  thickness,  and  can  be  regarded  as 
being  a  two-dimensional  plane  in  which  case  the  thickness  of  the  resistor  is  disregarded.  Based  on  the 
aforementioned  assumption,  the  current  distribution  in  the  resistors  51  becomes  a  stationary  electric  current 

25  field.  Since  no  magnetic  density  B  (Bx,  By)  varies  in  the  stationary  electric  current  field,  the  following 
equation  holds  with  the  use  of  the  "Maxwell  equation" 

rotE  =  -*  =  0  (1) 

30  Further,  a  current  density  i  (ix,  iy)  establishes  the  following  equation  with  the  use  of  the  Law  of 
Conservation  of  Electric  Charge 

div  i  =  0  (2) 

35  With  a  conductivity  S  and  electric  field  E  (Ex,  Ey), 

i  =  SE  (3) 

with  the  use  of  the  Ohm's  law. 
40  Substituting  Equation  (3)  into  Equation  (2)  yields 

div  E  =  0  (4) 

From  Equations  (1)  and  (2)  the  following  equation  holds  in  the  presence  of  a  scalar  function  V: 
45 

E  =  -grad  V  (5), 

noting  that  Vin  Equation  (5)  stands  for  a  potential. 
Substituting  Equation  (5)  into  (4)  gives  a  Laplace's  differential  equation  below: 

50 

92v  +  8 2 v  

55 
Also,  the  energy  density  en  can  be  expressed  as  follows: 

en  =  iE  =  5E2  (7) 

55 
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Solving  Equation  (6),  as  well  as  Equation  (5)  for  the  electric  field  E,  gives  a  distribution  of  heat  energy 
from  Equation  (7). 

Equation  (6)  is  numerically  analyzed  using  a  "boundary  element  method".  Here  the  boundary  element 
5  method  comprises  dividing  a  boundary  of  a  closed  system  into  a  plurality  of  elements,  as  shown  in  Fig.  8, 

and  finding  a  solution  for  every  element  with  the  use  of  predetermined  boundary  conditions.  By  so  doing,  it 
is  possible  to  find  the  inner  state  of  the  closed  system. 

In  this  way,  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  flow  field  as  shown  in  Fig.  7. 
As  appreciated  from  Equation  (7),  electric  current  shows  a  greater  value  as  it  goes  toward  the  middle  of 

io  the  heat  generation  resistor  51  .  Further,  a  quantity  of  heat  generated  at  any  given  point  in  the  resistor  51  is 
expressed  by  a  product  of  a  squared  quantity  of  electric  current  at  that  location  and  a  resistive  value  of  the 
resistor  51  ,  that  is,  is  proportional  to  a  square  of  the  electric  current.  Thus  the  quantity  of  heat  generation  is 
great  at  the  middle  of  the  resistor  51  . 

On  the  other  hand,  more  quantity  than  a  predetermined  quantity  of  generation  heat  is  required  for  dot 
is  recording.  If  a  smaller  voltage  is  applied  to  the  resistor  51,  dots  are  recorded  over  a  heat  generation  range 

as  indicated  by  61a  in  Fig.  7.  With  an  increasing  application  voltage,  dots  are  recorded  over  a  heat 
generation  range  as  indicated  by  61b,  61c  in  Fig.  7. 

A  substantially  heat  generation  area  can  be  varied  as  indicated,  for  example,  by  61a,  61b  and  61c  by 
applying  a  varying  amount  of  energy  to  the  resistor  51  .  It  is  thus  possible  to  modulate  a  dot  size. 

20  On  the  other  hand,  since  an  electric  current  distribution  in  the  resistor  51  varies  depending  upon  the 
size  of  the  resistor  51,  the  resistor  may  assume  a  specific  shape  for  the  most  suitable  half-tone  printing,  a 
shape  which  generates  a  concentrated  heat  to  an  extent  exceeding  a  certain  level.  Here,  for  a  parallelogram 
having  typical  values,  a  ratio  g  between  a  length  La  of  one  side  51a  and  a  length  Lb  of  a  side  51b 
intersecting  with  the  side  La  and  an  angle  6  (here  an  acute  angle)  made  between  these  sides  51a  and  51b 

25  as  shown  in  Fig.  9  are  given  below,  as  an  optimal  shape, 
(1)  the  ratio  of  (b/a)  =s  1 
(2)  the  angle  6  <  45  ° 

The  above  matter  has  already  been  proposed  by  the  present  applicant  under  JP-A-1  -195686  (1989). 
The  optimal  shape  of  the  resistor  51  so  set  will  be  briefly  explained  below.  Here  a  thermal  head  as 

30  applied  to  a  G3  facsimile  will  be  explained  below  by  way  of  example. 
In  the  G3  facsimile  equipment,  since  an  image  resolution  in  a  horizontal  scanning  direction  (a  direction 

of  the  resistor  array)  is  defined  as  8  [dots/mm],  the  width,  that  is,  the  length  La  of  the  resistor  51  is  given  by 

La   ̂ 125  urn 
35 

With  a  resistor-to-resistor  gap  given  by  25  urn  and  the  resistor  51  set  as  large  as  possible, 

La  =  100  urn 

40  Here  consideration  is  paid  to  combinations  of  the  angle  and  ratio  g  as  given  below. 
(1)  a  ratio  [1],  [1.5],  [2]  at  an  angle  6  of  30° 
(2)  a  ratio  [1],  [1.5],  [2]  at  an  angle  6  of  45° 
(3)  a  ratio  [1],  [1.5],  [2]  at  an  angle  6  of  60° 
(4)  a  ratio  [1  ],  [1  .5],  [2]  at  an  angle  6  of  75  ° 

45  For  a  plurality  (here  12)  of  types  of  resistor  shapes,  a  current  distribution  may  be  considered  by  the 
aforementioned  method  with  the  outline  of  the  resistor  as  a  boundary  as  shown  in  Fig.  7,  provided  that  La 
=  100  urn,  a  potential  on  the  lead  electrode  53  =  24  V,  and  a  potential  on  the  lead  electrode  52  =  0  V. 

Further,  an  electric  field  E  in  the  horizontal  scanning  direction  and  diagonal  direction  (see  Fig.  9)  is 
evaluated  and  an  energy  density  en  calculated  based  on  the  electric  field  with  the  use  of  Equation  (7)  is 

50  divided  by  the  conductivity  S,  that  is,  en/5.  From  this  it  follows  that  the  smaller  the  angle  6  and  ratio  g  the 
greater  the  center  concentration  of  the  electric  current. 

Noting  the  ratio  g  it  is  found  that,  for  g  =  [2],  the  energy  distribution  is  substantially  uniform  and  that 
there  is  almost  no  energy  concentration.  It  is  also  found  that  a  smaller  energy  concentration  is  developed  at 
the  ratio  g  =  [1.5]  and  that  a  marked  energy  concentration  occurs  at  the  ratio  [1.5].  Further,  noting  the 

55  angle  6  at  the  ratio  g  =  [1],  an  energy  concentration  is  pronounced  at  the  angle  6  of  below  45° 
From  the  above  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  following  equation  is  established  for  the  optimal  shape  of  the 

resistor  51  . 
(1)  the  ratio   ̂ 1 

4 
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(2)  the  angle  6  <  45  ° 
If  a  thermal  head  is  to  be  constructed  for  application  to  the  G3  facsimile  equipment,  the  resistor  51  is 

made  at  a  height  of  about  70  urn  or  below  in  views  of  its  width  =  100  urn  so  as  to  obtain  an  optimal  shape. 
Further,  the  resistor  has  an  optimal  size  if  the  image  resolution  in  a  vertical  scanning  direction  is  above  15.4 

5  [lines/mm],  provided  that  the  height  is  below  70  urn. 
In  a  currently  available  ordinary  facsimile  equipment  (G3),  a  resolution  in  a  vertical  scanning  direction, 

such  as  7.7  [lines/mm]  relative  to  8  [dots/mm],  is  lower  than  the  aforementioned  resolution  15.4  [lines/mm]. 
It  has,  therefore,  been  difficult  to  construct  such  an  ordinary  low-resolution  thermal  head. 

Figs.  6A  and  6B  show  a  conventional  thermal  head  and  dots  recorded  by  the  thermal  head, 
io  respectively,  the  array  of  dots  being  shown  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction,  that  is,  in  the  feed  direction  of 

a  recording  sheet.  As  shown  in  Fig.  6B,  the  recording  dots  become,  for  example,  elliptic  in  shape  due  to  a 
concentrated  energy  in  the  resistors  of  the  thermal  head  as  set  out  above.  The  major  axes  of  the  elliptic 
recording  dots  are  made  oblique  relative  to  the  vertical  scanning  direction. 

In  the  conventional  thermal  printer,  a  "separation"  direction  as  will  be  set  forth  below  is  the  same  as  the 
is  vertical  scanning  direction  and  dots  are  recorded  in  the  elliptic  state  with  their  major  axes  oblique  in  the 

vertical  scanning  direction  as  shown  in  Fig.  6B.  If  any  spacing  is  left  between  the  respective  adjacent 
recorded  dots,  however,  ink  transfer  tends  to  be  unstable  at  almost  all  edge  portions  of  the  dots  due  to  the 
greater  edge  portion  of  respective  dots  present  and  the  greater  edge  portion  of  the  respective  dots  made 
oblique  in  the  "separation"  direction.  This  gives  rise  to  a  very  poor  quality  image. 

20  As  set  out  above,  the  conventional  thermal  recording  apparatus  and  hence  the  thermal  head  records 
dots  as  elliptic  ones  in  which  case  their  major  axes  are  made  oblique  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction  with 
a  spacing  left  between  the  adjacent  recorded  dots.  This  causes  a  very  unstable  ink  transfer  upon  the 
separation  of  an  ink  film  from  a  recording  paper  and  a  greatly  degraded  image. 

In  recent  times,  a  growing  demand  is  made  for  a  colored  document  to  be  transmitted  as  data  by  a 
25  facsimile  equipment  and  a  recording  apparatus  (color  printer)  for  color  recording  has  vigorously  been 

developed  in  this  field  of  art.  In  the  conventional  color  printer,  dots  are  recorded  as  colored  dots  of 
predetermined  shape,  though  somewhat  different  for  their  shape  and  size  depending  upon  the  recording 
conditions.  With  attention  paid  to  one  pixel  in  a  recording  image,  recording  has  to  be  made  with  a  color  dot 
almost  completely  superimposed  on  a  previous  color  dot  in  the  same  position.  If  an  almost  complete 

30  superimposition  is  achieved  between  these  color  dots  in  the  same  position,  a  resultant  color  dot  is  sharply 
distinguishable  from  another  color  dot  incompletely  superimposed  in  a  common  dot  position.  As  a  result,  a 
moire  (interference  fringe)  is  produced  depending  upon  the  types  of  image  patterns.  In  the  color  recording 
in  particular,  an  image  quality  is  degraded  due  to  the  occurrence  of  the  moire. 

It  is  accordingly  a  first  object  of  the  present  invention  to  provide  a  thermal  head  which  can  make  an 
35  image  recording  on  a  recording  sheet  even  at  a  low  image  resolution  level  through  the  utilization  of  heat 

generation  resistors  of  optimal  configuration. 
A  second  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide  a  thermal  head,  which  can  record  a  high-quality 

image  on  a  recording  sheet  by  stably  transferring  ink  to  the  recording  sheet  upon  the  separation  of  an  ink 
film  from  the  recording  sheet. 

40  The  other  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide  a  thermal  head  for  color  recording  which  can 
obtain  a  high-quality  image  without  producing  a  moire  on  a  recording  image. 

To  solve  this  object  the  present  invention  provides  a  thermal  head  as  specified  in  claim  1  . 
The  thermal  head  is  so  arranged  that  a  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  are  arranged  in  a  direction 

perpendicular  to  a  pair  of  their  opposite  sides  not  connected  to  lead  electrodes. 
45  The  thermal  head  can  be  so  constructed  that  a  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  are  arranged 

adjacent  to  each  other  in  a  mirror  image  relation  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  a  pair  of  their  sides  not 
connected  to  lead  electrodes. 

The  thermal  head  has  a  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  obliquely  so  arranged  at  a  predetermined 
angle  that,  within  an  acute  angle  range  defined  between  a  perpendicular,  on  one  hand,  drawn  from  an  apex 

50  of  one  of  opposite  obtuse  angles  of  a  parallelogram  of  the  heat  generation  resistor  toward  the  resistor's  side 
connected  to  the  lead  electrode  and  an  adjacent  one,  on  the  other  hand,  of  those  opposite  sides  not 
connected  to  the  lead  electrode,  a  line  passing  through  the  aforementioned  apex  extends  in  a  direction 
orthogonal  to  a  direction  in  which  the  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  are  arranged. 

A  pair  of  opposite  sides  of  the  respective  resistor  which  are  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  are 
55  set  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  a  direction  (a  horizontal  scanning  direction)  in  which  the  resistors  are 

arranged.  As  a  result,  the  length  of  the  resistor  as  defined  in  a  direction  (vertical  scanning  direction) 
perpendicular  to  the  horizontal  scanning  direction,  that  is,  the  height  of  the  resistor  corresponds  to  the 
length  of  the  pair  of  opposite  sides  of  the  resistor  which  are  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes,  that  is,  is 

5 
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greater  than  the  length  (width)  of  the  resistor  as  defined  in  the  horizontal  scanning  direction. 
Since  the  heat  generation  resistors  are  obliquely  so  arranged  at  a  predetermined  angle  that,  within  an 

acute  angle  range  defined  between  a  perpendicular,  on  one  hand,  drawn  from  an  apex  of  one  of  opposite 
obtuse  angles  of  a  parallelogram  of  the  heat  generation  resistor  toward  the  resistor's  side  connected  to  the 

5  lead  electrodes  and  an  adjacent  one,  on  the  other  hand,  of  those  opposite  sides  not  connected  to  the  lead 
electrodes,  a  line  passing  through  the  aforementioned  apex  extends  in  a  direction  orthogonal  to  a  direction 
in  which  the  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  are  arranged,  that  is,  since  the  vertical  scanning  direction 
corresponds  to  a  line  passing  through  the  aforementioned  apex,  that  is,  a  line  passing  in  an  acute  angle 
range  defined  between  a  perpendicular,  on  one  hand,  drawn  from  the  apex  of  one  of  opposite  sides  of  the 

io  parallelogram  of  the  resistor  toward  the  resistor's  side  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  and  an  adjacent 
one,  on  the  other  hand,  of  those  opposite  sides  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes,  these  features 
produce  an  advantage  and  function  as  will  be  set  out  below.  Thus  elongated  dots  are  recorded  on  the 
recording  sheet  with  their  major  axes  oriented  substantially  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction. 

Embodiments  of  the  present  invention  involve  the  following  ingenious  features  (1)  to  (6). 
is  (1)  The  thermal  head  is  displaced  in  accordance  with  color  to  be  recorded. 

(2)  The  plurality  of  heat  generation  elements  are  so  arranged  that  they  correspond  to  one  pixel.  One  of 
the  plurality  of  heat  generation  elements  is  selectively  used  in  accordance  with  color  to  be  recorded. 
(3)  The  plurality  of  thermal  heads  are  arranged  in  a  direction  of  conveyance  of  the  recording  sheet  such 
that  they  are  displaced  a  predetermined  amount  in  a  direction  orthogonal  to  that  in  which  the  recording 

20  sheet  is  conveyed.  One  of  the  plurality  of  thermal  heads  is  selectively  employed  in  accordance  with  color 
to  be  recorded. 
(4)  The  recording  timing  or  conveyance  of  the  recording  sheet  is  varied  by  a  predetermined  extent  in 
accordance  with  color  to  be  recorded. 
(5)  The  plurality  of  thermal  heads  for  recording  elongated  dots  with  their  major  axes  differently  oriented 

25  in  their  individual  directions  are  arranged  in  the  direction  of  conveyance  of  the  recording  sheet  and  one 
of  the  plurality  of  thermal  heads  is  selectively  used  in  accordance  with  color  to  be  recorded. 
(6)  The  thermal  head  is  so  arranged  that  one  of  the  plurality  of  heat  generation  elements  for  recording 
elongated  dots  on  the  recording  sheet  with  their  major  axes  differently  oriented  in  their  individual 
directions  is  selectively  used  in  accordance  with  color  to  be  recorded. 

30  Through  these  ingenious  features,  at  least  one  of  dots  of  different  color  is  displaced  in  its  recording 
position  relative  to  the  other  color  dot  as  shown  in  Fig.  5B(a)  or  respective  elongated  color  dots  have  their 
major  axes  differently  oriented  in  their  individual  directions  as  shown  in  Fig.  5B(b).  In  this  way,  dots  are 
recorded  on  the  recording  sheet  with  a  non-overlapped  portion  or  portions  left  there. 

In  the  color  recording,  therefore,  since  at  least  one  dot  of  a  color  is  formed  with  a  portion  not  partially 
35  overlapped  with  the  other  dot  or  dots  of  different  color,  a  pixel  area  and  non-pixel  area  are  vaguely  defined, 

making  it  possible  to  record  dots  on  a  recording  sheet  in  a  uniform  color  tone  free  of  any  interference 
fringe. 

This  invention  can  be  more  fully  understood  from  the  following  detailed  description  when  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  accompanying  drawings,  in  which: 

40  Fig.  1A  is  a  plan  view  showing  an  arrangement  of  a  thermal  head  according  to  a  first  embodiment  of  the 
present  invention; 
Fig.  1B  is  a  view  showing  one  form  of  recording  pattern  (diagonal  line)  as  made  by  a  thermal  head  of  the 
first  embodiment; 
Fig.  1C  is  a  diagrammatic  view  showing  a  thermal  printer  equipped  with  the  thermal  head  according  to 

45  the  first  embodiment; 
Fig.  2A  is  a  plan  view  showing  an  arrangement  of  a  thermal  head  according  to  a  second  embodiment  of 
the  present  invention; 
Fig.  2B  is  a  view  showing  another  form  of  recording  pattern  (diagonal  line)  as  made  by  a  thermal  head 
according  to  a  second  embodiment  of  the  present  invention; 

50  Figs.  3A  to  3C  are  views  for  explaining  a  thermal  head  according  to  a  third  embodiment  of  the  present 
invention,  Fig.  3A  being  a  plan  view  showing  an  arrangement  of  a  thermal  head,  Fig.  3B  being  a  plan 
view  for  explaining  the  shape  of  a  heat  generation  resistor  for  the  thermal  head  and  Fig.  3C  being  a  view 
showing  one  form  of  recording  by  the  present  thermal  head  with  attention  paid  to  a  dot  line  formed  in  a 
vertical  scanning  direction; 

55  Figs.  4A  and  4B  are  views  for  explaining  a  color  recording  apparatus,  Fig.  4A  showing  an  arrangement  of 
the  present  color  recording  apparatus  and  Fig.  4B  showing  forms  of  thermal  head  section  in  Fig.  4A; 
Fig.  5A  is  a  view  for  explaining  a  color  recording  apparatus, 
Fig.  5B  is  a  view  for  explaining  a  color  recording  method  of  the  present  invention; 
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Figs.  6A  to  9  are  views  for  explaining  a  basic  technique  of  respective  thermal  heads  as  will  be  set  out 
below, 
Fig.  6A  is  a  plan  view  showing  a  conventional  thermal  head; 
Fig.  6B  shows  a  conventional  form  of  recording  as  made  by  a  conventional  thermal  head; 

5  Fig.  7  is  a  view  showing  a  flow  field  in  a  heat  generation  resistor  when  voltage  is  applied  to  the  thermal 
head; 
Fig.  8  is  a  view  showing  a  closed  system  for  numeral  analysis  using  a  boundary  element  method;  and 
Fig.  9  is  a  view  for  explaining  a  method  for  determining  a  parallelogram  optimal  for  the  most  suitable 
half-tone  printing. 

io  A  thermal  head  according  to  a  first  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  will  be  explained  below  with 
reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings. 

A  thermal  head  as  shown  in  a  plan  view  in  Fig.  1  A  is  of  such  a  type  that  a  plurality  of  heat  generation 
resistors  1  1  paralleogrammic  in  shape  are  one-dimensionally  arranged  at  a  predetermined  interval  over  an 
insulating  substrate  10,  such  as  ceramics  or  alumina.  Lead  electrodes  12,  13  are  overlappingly  arranged 

is  relative  to  respective  end  portions  of  the  heat  generation  resistors  1  1  .  A  thermal  head  is  fabricated  as  a 
finished  product  with  external  terminals  14  and  15  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13.  In  the 
present  embodiment,  the  lead  electrode  12  provides  a  common  electrode. 

The  resistor  11  is  so  constructed  that  a  pair  of  sides  A1  and  A2  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12 
and  13  have  a  length  LA  equal  to  a  length  LB  of  a  pair  of  sides  B1,  B2  of  the  resistor  11  which  are  not 

20  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13.  The  sides  A1  and  A2  make  an  angle  6  of  45°  with  the  sides 
B2  and  B1  of  the  resistor  1  1  .  The  resistors  1  1  are  arranged  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  their  sides  B1 
and  B2. 

The  present  thermal  head,  if  being  designed  for  the  G3  facsimile  equipment,  has  a  specification  as  will 
be  set  out  below. 

25  That  is,  the  resolution  is  8  [dots/mm]  in  the  horizontal  scanning  direction  and  the  resistor  1  1  has  a  width 
(a  length  in  the  horizontal  scanning  direction)  of  100  urn.  The  shape  of  the  resistor  11  has  a  length  LA  at 
their  opposite  sides  A1  and  A2  and  a  length  LB  at  their  other  opposite  sides  B1  and  B2  to  provide  a 
parallelogram  with  an  acute  angle  6  of  45  °  made  between  the  adjacent  sides  A1  and  B2  and  between  the 
adjacent  sides  A2  and  B1.  From  the  following  equation  the  lengths  LA  and  LB  are  found  to  be  about  141 

30  urn. 

LA  =  LB  =  100  x  V2  [urn] 

In  the  present  thermal  head,  the  height  (the  horizontal  scanning  direction)  of  the  resistor  11  is  equal  to 
35  the  side  LB  of  the  resistor  1  1  because  the  sides  B1  and  B2  of  the  resistor  1  1  are  so  defined  as  to  extend  in 

a  direction  perpendicular  to  a  direction,  that  is,  the  horizontal  scanning  direction,  in  which  the  resistors  11 
are  arranged.  Therefore,  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  resolution  of  8  [dots/mm]  x  7.7  (lines/mm)  for  which  case 
the  resistors  11  have  a  height  of  about  141  urn  each  and  a  pitch  of  about  130  urn  as  viewed  in  the 
horizontal  scanning  direction. 

40  According  to  the  present  invention,  since  the  resistors  11  are  arranged  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to 
the  sides  B1  and  B2  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13,  they  can  ensure  a  greater  height  level 
than  according  to  the  conventional  counterpart  even  if  being  optimally  formed  under  the  conditions  (1)  and 
(2)  as  will  be  set  out  below.  It  is  thus  possible  to  achieve  a  head  suitable  even  for  lower-resolution 
recording. 

45  (1)  A  ratio  of  below  1  is  set  between  the  length  LA  of  the  opposite  sides  A1,  A2  connected  to  the  lead 
electrodes  12,  13  and  the  length  LB  of  the  other  opposite  sides  B1,  B2  of  the  resistor  11  which  are  not 
connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12,  13. 
(2)  An  acute  angle  6  is  set  in  a  range  of  below  45  °  made  between  the  sides  A1  and  B2  and  between  the 
sides  A2  and  B1  of  the  resistor  1  1  . 

50  According  to  the  thermal  head  thus  constructed,  dots  are  recorded  as  elliptic  ones  as  set  out  above. 
The  elliptic  dots  have  their  major  axes  made  oblique  in  the  horizontal  and  vertical  scanning  directions.  With 
attention  paid  to  diagnol-line  elements  of  an  image  recorded  by  the  thermal  head,  a  continuous  line  appears 
as  a  jagged  line  with  adjacent  elliptic  elements  overlapped  as  shown  in  Fig.  1B. 

Fig.  1C  is  a  diagrammatic  view  showing  a  thermal  transfer  type  recording  apparatus,  such  as  a  thermal 
55  printer,  using  the  aforementioned  thermal  head. 

In  Fig.  1C,  a  thermal  head  1  is  of  a  line  type  having  a  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  one- 
dimensionally  arranged  across  a  whole  recording  width.  The  head  1  is  urged  by  a  spring  2  against  a  platen 
roller  3.  The  platen  roller  3  is  rotationally  driven  by  a  rotational  force  of  a  pulse  motor  4  through  a  belt  5.  An 
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ink  film  6  and  recording  sheet  7  are  fed  past  a  nip  between  the  thermal  head  1  and  the  platen  roller  3.  That 
is,  the  ink  film  6  is  fed  by  an  ink  film  conveying  mechanism,  not  shown,  and  the  recording  paper  7  is  fed  by 
the  rotation  of  the  platen  roller  3. 

A  printer  controller  9  is  connected  to  a  computer,  etc.,  and  is  responsive  to  printer  control  data  supplied 
5  from  the  computer  to  control  the  aforementioned  ink  film  mechanism,  not  shown,  and  pulse  motor  4,  that  is, 

control  the  conveyance  of  the  ink  film  6  and  recording  sheet  7.  The  thermal  head  controller  8  is  located  in  a 
image  data  processing  section  and  receives  image  data  and  subjects  it  to  a  conversion  processing.  The 
resultant  image  data  is  fed  to  the  thermal  head  1.  The  image  data  processing  section  controls  a  drive 
electric  power  to  the  thermal  head  1  on  the  basis  of  the  image  data,  which  is  received  from  the  thermal 

io  head  control  8  and,  and  supplies  an  electric  power  to  the  thermal  head  1.  Each  time  a  printing  is  completed 
on  one  line,  the  thermal  head  controller  8  transmits  a  notice  to  that  effect  to  the  printer  controller  9.  Then 
the  printer  controller  9  sends  a  control  signal  for  conveying  the  ink  film  6  and  recording  sheet  7  by  an 
amount  corresponding  to  one  line  to  the  pulse  motor  4  and,  after  the  pulse  motor  has  been  rapidly  rotated 
by  one  line,  locates  a  subsequent  unrecorded  line  on  the  recording  sheet  in  a  manner  to  face  the  thermal 

is  head  1  in  readiness  for  a  subsequent  recording. 
A  thermal  head  according  to  the  second  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  will  be  explained  below. 
Fig.  2A  is  a  plan  view  showing  an  arrangement  of  the  thermal  head  of  the  second  embodiment.  Identical 

reference  numerals  are  employed  to  designate  parts  and  elements  corresponding  to  those  shown  in  the 
preceding  embodiment. 

20  The  feature  of  the  second  embodiment  lies  in  that,  in  the  thermal  head  of  the  second  embodiment, 
adjacent  heat  generation  resistors  1  1  are  alternately  reversed  in  a  mirror  image  relation  to  each  other,  that 
is,  those  resistors  11a  are  arranged  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  thermal  head  as  shown  in  Fig.  1A  with  those 
resistors  11b  reversed  in  a  line-symmetrical  relation  to  the  resistors  11a  as  shown  in  Fig.  1A. 

In  the  present  thermal  head,  elliptic  dots  recorded  by  the  resistors  11a  have  their  major-axes  oriented  in 
25  a  direction  substantially  perpendicular  to  those  recorded  by  the  resistors  11b.  Upon  the  recording  of 

diagonal-line  elements  of  an  image  as  dots  by  the  present  thermal  head,  the  diagonal-line  elements  appear 
as  a  less-jagged  line  as  shown  in  Fig.  2B. 

According  to  the  present  embodiment  as  set  out  above,  since  the  resistors  11  are  arranged  in  a 
direction  perpendicular  to  the  opposite  sides  B1  and  B2  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13, 

30  they  can  ensure  a  higher  level  than  that,  as  achieved  by  the  conventional  counterpart,  even  if  being 
optimally  shaped  under  the  following  conditions  (1)  and  (2). 

(1)  The  length  LA  of  the  opposite  sides  A1,  A2  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13  is  set  equal 
to  the  length  LB  of  the  sides  B1,  B2  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13. 
(2)  An  acute  angle  6  is  set  at  45  °  between  the  sides  A1  and  B1  and  between  the  sides  A2  and  B1  . 

35  Since  the  adjacent  resistors  1  1  are  arranged  in  a  mirror-image  relation  to  each  other,  the  corresponding 
adjacent  elliptic  dots  as  recorded  by  the  adjacent  resistors  1  1  have  their  major  axes  oriented  in  a  direction 
substantially  perpendicular  to  each  other,  making  it  possible  to  produce  a  less-jagged  contour  line  upon  the 
recording  of  a  diagonal  line  as  dots  on  the  recording  sheet.  It  is  thus  possible  to  achieve  an  improved 
image  quality. 

40  Although  the  preceding  embodiments  have  been  explained  as  being  applied  to  the  facsimile  equipment 
for  which  case  the  resolution  is  8  [dots/mm]  in  the  horizontal  scanning  direction,  the  present  thermal  head 
can  be  applied  also  to  an  ordinary  thermal  printer,  and  so  on,  for  which  case  the  resolution  is  not  restricted 
to  8  [dots/mm]  in  the  horizontal  scanning  direction. 

Although,  in  the  preceding  embodiments,  the  resistors  have  been  explained  as  having  a  ratio  of  the 
45  length  of  the  opposite  sides  A1  ,  A2  and  length  of  the  other  opposite  sides  B1  ,  B2  of  1  for  the  case  of  an 

acute  angle  6  of  45°  between  the  corresponding  sides  (A1,  B2  and  A2,  B1),  the  length  ratio  may  be  in  a 
range  of  below  1  for  which  case  the  acute  angle  is  below  45  °  . 

According  to  the  first  embodiment  of  the  present  invention,  a  thermal  head  can  be  achieved  which  can 
make  a  better  recording  in  spite  of  a  lower  image  resolution  because  the  resistors  are  arranged  in  a 

50  direction  substantially  perpendicular  to  the  two  opposite  sides  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes. 
According  to  the  second  embodiment  of  the  present  invention,  a  thermal  head  can  be  realized  which 

can  make  a  better  recording,  in  spite  of  a  lower  image  resolution,  with  the  use  of  resistors  of  an  optimal 
array  with  the  adjacent  two  resistors  oriented,  in  a  mirror-image  fashion,  in  a  direction  substantially 
perpendicular  to  those  two  opposite  sides  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  and  can  also  record  a  less- 

55  jagged  diagonal  line  on  a  recording  sheet  in  an  improved  image  quality. 
A  thermal  head  according  to  a  third  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  will  be  explained  below  in 

connection  with  a  thermal  printer. 
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The  basic  feature  of  a  thermal  printer  according  to  the  present  invention  as  shown  in  Fig.  1C  lies  in  that 
use  is  made  of  a  thermal  head  1  as  will  be  set  out  below. 

Fig.  3A  is  a  plan  view  showing  the  thermal  head  1  which  has  an  arrangement  similar  to  that  for  a 
conventional  thermal  head  1  as  shown  in  Fig.  6A.  That  is,  a  plurality  of  heat  generation  resistors  11  of 

5  parallelogrammic  shape  are  one-dimensionally  arranged  at  a  predetermined  interval  on  an  insulating 
substrate  10,  such  as  ceramics  or  alumina.  A  common  lead  electrode  12  is  connected  to  one  end  of  the 
resistors  11  and  lead  electrodes  (drive  electrodes)  13  are  connected  to  the  other  end  of  the  respective 
resistor  11  with  external  terminals  14  and  15  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  12  and  13,  respectively,  to 
provide  a  thermal  head  of  an  integral  structure. 

io  The  respective  resistor  11  has  a  shape  as  shown  in  Fig.  3B.  Given  that  an  obtuse  angle  a  is  defined 
between  a  resistor's  side  A  connected  to  the  lead  electrode  13  and  an  adjacent  one  of  two  opposite  sides  B 
of  the  resistor  with  an  intersection  C  defined  between  the  adjacent  sides  A  and  B  and  a  perpendicular  D 
extending  across  the  resistor  from  the  intersection  C,  an  imaginary  line  E  passing  through  the  intersection  C 
and  within  an  acute  angle  /3  range  defined  between  the  side  B  and  the  perpendicular  D  is  set  in  a  direction 

is  perpendicular  to  a  direction  in  which  the  resistors  11  are  arranged.  Put  it  in  another  way,  vertical  scanning  is 
performed  in  a  direction  of  the  marginary  line  E  defined  as  a  line  passing  through  the  intersection  C  within 
the  angle  /3  range. 

In  the  resistor  11  of  parallelogrammic  shape,  in  general,  a  center  of  energy  concentration  is  present 
along  a  line,  such  as  the  line  E,  passing  past  the  junction  C  within  a  range  corresponding  to  the  acute  angle 

20  j8.  That  is,  elliptic  dots  are  recorded  by  the  resistors  11  on  a  recording  sheet  with  their  major  axes  situated 
on  the  line  passing  through  the  junction  C  within  the  range  corresponding  to  the  acute  angle  /3.  Thus  the 
respective  elliptic  dots  are  recorded  by  the  thermal  printer  on  the  recording  sheet  in  the  vertical  scanning 
direction  corresponding  to  their  major  axes,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3C.  As  appreciated  from  the  above,  the  elliptic 
dots  have  their  major  axes  oriented  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction  and,  with  attention  paid  to  their  elliptic 

25  dots,  recording  can  be  made  on  the  recording  sheet  7  in  a  continuous  line  with  the  elliptic  dots  overlapped 
relative  to  each  other. 

With  the  major  axes  of  the  elliptic  dots  extending  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction  and  the  end  portions 
of  the  elliptic  dots  overlapped  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction,  the  edge  portions  of  the  respective  dots  are 
oriented  in  a  vertical  scanning  direction  in  a  continuous  line  and,  upon  the  separation  of  an  ink  film  6  from 

30  the  recording  paper  7,  no  undue  separation  force  is  applied  to  an  ink  transferred  to  the  recording  sheet  7.  It 
is  thus  possible  to  perform  a  stable  transfer  of  ink  to  the  recording  sheet. 

According  to  the  present  embodiment,  the  resistors  1  1  are  so  obliquely  formed  that  the  marginary  line 
E  passing  through  a  junction  C  in  a  range  corresponding  to  the  acute  angle  /3  defined  between  the  resistor's 
side  B  and  the  perpendicular  D  is  set  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  array  of  the  resistors  1  1  .  Since  the 

35  recorded  elliptic  dots  have  their  major  axes  oriented  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction,  the  greater  portion  of 
the  edges  of  the  recorded  dots  is  present  in  the  vertical  scanning  direction  so  that  a  smaller  angle  is 
provided  in  a  direction  in  which  the  ink  film  6  is  separated  from  the  recording  sheet  7.  Upon  the  separation 
of  the  ink  film  6  from  the  recording  sheet  7,  stabler  ink  transfer  is  performed  without  involving  any  unsteady 
separation.  According  to  the  present  invention,  a  thermal  recording  apparatus,  such  as  a  thermal  printer,  is 

40  equipped  with  a  thermal  head  capable  of  making  an  image  recording  without  degenerating  an  image  quality. 
According  to  the  third  embodiment,  the  resistors  in  the  thermal  head  are  obliquely  so  arranged  at  a 

predetermined  angle  that,  within  an  acute  angle  range  defined  between  a  perpendicular,  on  one  hand, 
drawn  from  the  apex  of  one  of  opposite  obtuse  angles  of  the  parallelogram  of  the  respective  resistor  toward 
the  resistor's  side  connected  to  the  lead  electrode  and  an  adjacent  one,  on  the  other  hand,  of  those 

45  opposite  sides  not  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes,  a  line  passing  through  the  aforementioned  apex 
extends  in  a  direction  orthogonal  to  a  direction  (horizontal  scanning  direction)  in  which  the  resistors  are 
arranged.  It  is,  therefore,  possible  to  provide  a  thermal  recording  apparatus  which  can  perform  a  stable  ink 
transfer  operation  upon  the  separation  of  an  ink  film  from  the  recording  sheet  and  can  record  a  high-quality 
image  on  a  recording  sheet. 

50  A  thermal  head  according  to  another  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  will  be  explained  below  in 
conjunction  with  a  color  printer  using  it. 

Fig.  4A  is  a  diagrammatic  view  showing  an  arrangement  of  a  color  printer  according  to  another 
embodiment  of  the  present  invention.  In  Fig.  4A,  a  line  type  of  thermal  heads  60a,  60b,  60c  and  60d  is 
arranged  in  their  recording  positions  in  a  manner  to  face  platen  rollers  61a,  61b,  61c  and  61  d,  respectively. 

55  An  ink  film  (ink  ribbon)  3  and  recording  sheet  4  are  fed  past  the  thermal  head  (60a  60d)  and  platen 
roller  (61a  61  d)  in  pair. 

A  record  control  section  62  for  coordinately  controlling  a  recording  operation  of  a  present  color  printer 
includes,  in  addition  to  a  known  ordinary  control  circuit  for,  for  example,  controlling  a  feed  control  of  the  ink 

9 



EP  0  429  071  B1 

ribbon  3  and  recording  sheet  4  and  other  operations,  a  head  drive  control  section  and  controllably  drives 
the  thermal  heads  60a  60d. 

The  thermal  heads  60a  and  60d  are  structurally  different  from  the  thermal  head  of  the  respective 
preceding  embodiments  in  the  following  respects. 

5  Figs.  4B(a)  (d)  show  arrangements  of  thermal  heads  60a  60d,  respectively,  applicable  to  the 
present  color  printer,  the  thermal  head  60a  including  resistors  70a  arranged  at  a  predetermined  interval  with 
both  ends  connected  to  corresponding  lead  electrodes  70b  and  70c  and  the  thermal  head  60d  including 
resistors  73a  arranged  at  a  predetermined  interval  with  both  ends  connected  to  corresponding  lead 
electrodes  73b  and  73c.  That  is,  the  thermal  heads  60a  60d  are  so  constructed  that  their  corresponding 

io  resistors  70a  73a  are  arranged  at  the  predetermined  interval  with  both  ends  overlappingly  connected  to 
the  corresponding  lead  electrodes  70b  70c  and  71c  73c,  respectively,  and  that  the  lead  electrodes 
70b  73b  and  70c  73c  are  connected  to  external  terminals  70d,  73d  and  70e  73e,  respectively. 
These  thermal  heads  are  substantially  similar  to  an  ordinary  (conventional)  thermal  head  except  for  the 
following  points.  According  to  the  present  thermal  heads  60a  60d,  the  resistors  70a  73a  have  a 

is  parallelogrammic  shape,  as  shown  in  Fig.  4B,  which  includes  oblique  opposite  sides  with  their  oblique  angle 
defined  relative  to  a  horizontal  scanning  direction. 

The  operation  of  the  color  printer  will  be  explained  below  in  conjunction  with  its  associated  thermal 
head  of  the  present  embodiment. 

The  record  control  section  62  receives  an  image  signal  and  converts  it  to  color  record  signals  of  yellow, 
20  magenta,  cyan  and  black.  The  recording  control  section  62  drives  the  thermal  heads  60a  60d,  by  the 

head  drive  control  section  62a,  based  on  the  color  record  signals  of  yellow,  magenta,  cyan  and  black, 
respectively.  Stated  in  more  detail,  at  the  start  of  recording,  the  leading  edge  portion  of  a  yellow  area  of  an 
ink  ribbon  3  and  that  of  a  recording  sheet  are  located,  in  a  registering  relation,  relative  to  a  recording 
position  of  the  thermal  head  60a  and,  in  this  state,  recording  is  made,  by  the  thermal  head  60a,  for  yellow 

25  color.  Then  the  recording  sheet  4  makes  a  detour  to  a  recording  position  of  the  thermal  head  60b  as  shown 
in  Fig.  4A.  A  leading  portion  of  a  magenta  area  of  the  ink  ribbon  3  and  that  of  the  recording  sheet  4  are 
similarly  located  relative  to  the  recording  position  of  the  thermal  head  60b  and,  in  this  way,  recording  is 
made,  by  the  corresponding  thermal  head,  on  the  recording  sheet  in  the  order  of  the  colors  yellow, 
magenta,  cyan  and  black  as  will  be  readily  understood  from  Fig.  4A.  Thus,  the  head  drive  control  section 

30  62a  controls  the  drive  timing  of  the  thermal  heads  60b,  60c  and  60d  such  that  they  are  stepwise  delayed  in 
the  order  of  the  thermal  heads  60b  -►  60c  -►  60d  starting  with  the  driving  point  of  the  thermal  head  60a. 
Recording  is  made  on  the  recording  sheet  with  a  time  at  which  the  leading  edge  portion  of  the  recording 
sheet  is  moved  to  the  recording  position  of  the  respective  thermal  heads  60b,  60c  and  60d.  By  so  doing, 
color  dots  are  recorded  on  the  recording  sheet  exactly  in  the  same  position. 

35  Let  it  be  assumed  that,  in  a  thermal  head,  heat  generation  resistors  are  parallelogrammic  in  shape.  In 
this  case  it  has  been  known  that  there  occurs  a  concentration  of  energy  in  terms  of  an  energy  distribution  in 
the  resistors  to  produce  elongated  dots,  such  as  elliptic  dots.  The  major  axes  of  the  elliptic  dots  are 
differently  oriented  depending  upon  the  obliqueness  of  the  parallelogramic  resistor,  the  obliqueness  of  the 
resistor  relative  to  a  horizontal  scanning  direction  and  so  on.  Thus  the  elliptic  dots  as  recorded  by  the 

40  thermal  heads  60a  60d  have  their  major  axes  oriented  differently  in  their  individual  directions. 
In  this  case,  the  color  printer  prints  the  color  dots  yellow,  magenta,  cyan  and  black  by  the  thermal 

heads  60a,  60b,  60c  and  60d,  respectively,  and,  since  the  color  dots  are  printed  as  elliptic  dots  whose 
major  axes  are  oriented  differently  in  their  individual  directions,  a  resultant  pixel  is  recorded  in  a  pattern  as 
shown,  for  example,  in  Fig.  5B(b). 

45  According  to  the  present  embodiment,  the  resistors  are  parallelogrammic  in  their  shape  and  the  four 
thermal  heads  60a,  60b,  60c  and  60d  are  all  of  such  a  type  that  the  paralleograms  of  their  resistors  are 
made  oblique  in  their  shape  and  oblique  relative  to  the  horizontal  scanning  direction.  Since  any  of  the  four 
thermal  heads  60a  60d  is/are  selected  in  accordance  with  color  with  which  the  dot  is  recorded,  the 
recorded  elliptic  dots  have  their  major  axes  differently  oriented  in  their  individual  directions  in  different 

50  colors  to  obtain  a  pixel  as  shown  in  Fig.  5B(b).  By  so  doing,  the  respective  color  dots  of  which  one  pixel 
consists  are,  while  being  mutually  displaced  in  their  major  axes,  occupied  on  the  same  location,  preventing 
the  generation  of  a  "moire". 

In  the  preceding  embodiments,  since  the  respective  dots  are  recorded,  while  being  displaced  relative  to 
each  other,  on  the  recording  sheet  in  a  continuous  line,  if  recording  is  made  at  a  high  resolution  level,  an 

55  interference  may  occur  between  mutually  adjacent  pixels. 
According  to  this  embodiment  as  opposed  to  the  preceding  embodiments,  however,  it  is  possible  to 

properly  record  dots  at  a  high  resolution  level  because  they  are  recorded  in  the  same  position.  It  is  also 
possible  to  control  recording  dots  in  varying  size  with  the  use  of  a  specific  parallelogram  of  the  heat 
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generation  resistors  70a  73a  in  the  thermal  heads  60a  60d  and  hence  to  record  dots  in  more  color 
tones.  Further,  it  is  only  necessary  to  perform  one  recording  process,  without  need  to  withdraw  the 
recording  sheet  4,  so  that  the  recording  speed  can  be  quickened. 

Although,  in  the  aforementioned  embodiment,  the  resistors  70a  73a  have  been  explained  as  being 
5  parallelogrammic  in  their  shape,  they  may  take  any  proper  shape  so  long  as  dots  can  be  recorded  as 

elongated  ones. 
Fig.  5A  shows  a  major  section  of  a  color  printer  using  a  thermal  head  according  to  another  embodiment 

of  the  present  invention. 
The  present  color  printer  is  similar  to  a  conventional  printer  in  their  basic  hardware  structure,  but  the 

io  associated  thermal  head,  in  particular,  has  a  structure  as  will  be  set  out  above.  A  thermal  head  80  in  Fig.  5A 
includes  a  plurality  of  heat  generation  element  groups  86  one-dimensionally  arranged  at  a  predetermined 
interval.  The  respective  heat  generation  element  86  is  of  such  a  type  that  three  heat  generation  resistors 
81a,  81b  and  81c  are  arranged  at  a  predetermined  interval  in  a  parallel  fashion  with  lead  electrodes  82a, 
82b,  82c  and  83a,  83b,  83c  overlappingly  connected  to  both  ends  of  the  resistors  81a,  81b,  81c  and 

is  external  terminals  (84a,  84b,  84c)  and  (85a,  85b,  85c)  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  (82a,  82b,  82c)  and 
(83a,  83b,  83c),  respectively.  The  width  of  the  element  group  86  is  so  formed  as  to  be  made  somewhat 
narrower  than  one  pixel  width  (about  125  urn  if  recording  is  made,  for  example,  at  8  dots/mm).  That  is,  the 
thermal  head  80  makes  recording,  for  one  pixel,  by  resistors  81a  81c  of  which  the  element  group  86 
consists.  The  three  resistors  81a  of  which  the  element  group  86  consists  are  parallelogrammic  in  shape 

20  and  the  parallelograms  of  the  resistors  are  made  oblique  in  their  opposite  sides  and  oblique  relative  to  the 
horizontal  scanning  direction. 

A  record  control  section  87  includes  a  signal  processor  88  and  drivers  89a,  89b,  89c  The  signal 
processor  88  converts  a  received  input  image  signal,  by  a  known  processing  for  example,  to  record  signals 
for  respective  colors  and  to  control  signals  for  the  thermal  head  80.  The  signals  processed  by  the  signal 

25  processor  88  are  delivered  to  drivers  89a,  89b,  89c  The  drivers  89a,  89b,  89c  supply  drive  currents 
to  the  corresponding  resistors  in  the  thermal  head  80.  The  drive  currents  of  the  drivers  89a,  89b,  89c,  ...  are 
supplies  to  selectors  90a,  90b,  90c,  ...  as  heat  generation  element  select  means.  The  selectors  90a,  90b, 
90c,  ...  receive  select  signals  from  the  signal  processor  88  and  supply  the  drive  current  to  either  one  of  the 
resistors  81a  81c  in  the  heat  generation  element  group  86  in  accordance  with  the  select  signal. 

30  The  operation  of  the  present  color  printer  will  be  explained  below. 
As  in  the  same  way  as  set  out  above  in  connection  with  the  conventional  color  printer,  the  signal 

processor  88  converts  a  received  image  signal  to  the  color  recording  signals,  yellow,  magenta,  cyan  and 
black.  These  color  recording  signals  are  sequentially  supplied  to  the  drivers  89a,  89b,  89c,  ...  to  enable  the 
thermal  head  80  to  sequentially  record  color  data  on  a  recording  sheet.  However,  the  selectors  90a,  90b, 

35  90c,  receive  specific  color  information  of  recording  signals  being  output  from  the  signal  processor,  that  is, 
color  information  to  be  currently  recorded,  as  select  signals  from  the  processor  88  and  drive  currents  of  the 
drivers  89a,  89b,  89c,  ...  are  supplied  to  either  one  of  the  resistors  81a  81c  in  the  heat  generation 
element  group  86  in  accordance  with  the  select  signal.  That  is,  the  selectors  90a,  90b,  90c,  ...  select,  for 
example,  the  resistor  81a  when  a  recording  signal  being  output  from  the  signal  processor  88  represents  the 

40  color  yellow,  the  resistor  81b  when  a  recording  signal  represents  the  color  magenta  and  the  resistor  81c 
when  a  recording  signal  represents  the  color  cyan.  Regarding  the  color  black,  one  of  three  resistors  81a 
81c  in  the  heat  generation  element  group  86  may  be  utilized  since  the  color  black  is  not  mixed  with  the 
other  colors. 

In  this  way,  the  three  heat  generation  resistors  81a  81c  in  the  element  group  86  are  selectively 
45  utilized  in  accordance  with  the  color  to  be  recorded  on  the  recording  sheet.  Here,  as  set  out  above, 

recorded  elongated  dots  have  their  major  axes  differently  oriented  in  accordance  with  the  obliqueness  of 
the  parallelogrammic  resistor  and  that  of  the  resistors  sides  relative  to  a  horizontal  scanning  direction. 
Therefore,  the  elongated  dots  have  their  major  axes  differently  oriented  in  accordance  with  the  resistors 
81a  81c. 

50  Since,  according  to  the  present  embodiment,  the  major  axes  of  the  elongated  recorded  dots  are 
differently  oriented  in  accordance  with  the  colors,  it  is  possible  to  prevent  the  generation  of  a  moire 
(interference). 

Although,  in  the  aforementioned  embodiment,  the  heat  generation  resistors  81a  81c  have  been 
explained  as  being  parallelogrammic  in  shape,  any  proper  shape  may  be  employed  so  long  as  recorded 

55  dots  have  an  elongated  shape. 
Although,  in  the  respective  embodiments,  the  color  printer  has  been  explained  as  using  the  colors 

yellow,  magenta,  cyan  and  black  by  way  of  example,  it  may  be  possible  to  use  other  colors  or  the 
aforementioned  colors  plus  other  colors.  In  the  aforementioned  embodiments,  the  respective  color  dots  are 

11 



EP  0  429  071  B1 

either  all  displaced  in  their  recording  positions  or  have  their  major  axes  differently  oriented  in  their 
directions,  but  at  least  one  dot  may  be  displayed  relative  to  the  other  dots  in  their  recording  position  or  may 
be  recorded  as  elongated  dots  with  their  major  axes  differently  oriented.  Although,  in  the  aforementioned 
embodiment,  non-partially-overlapped  areas  are  provided  among  the  dots  by  displacing  the  recording 

5  positions  of  the  dots  relative  to  each  other  or  having  the  major  axes  of  the  elongated  dots  differently 
oriented  in  their  directions,  it  may  be  possible  to  change  the  shapes  of  the  dots  as  a  combination  of 
different  shapes,  including  elliptic,  rectangular  and  other  elongated  shapes,  in  accordance  with  color. 

Since,  in  the  present  embodiments,  at  least  one  of  varied  color  dots  is  made  to  have  an  overlapped 
portion  relative  to  other  color  dots  by,  for  example,  displacing  their  recording  positions  as  shown  in  Fig.  5B- 

io  (a)  or  having  the  major  axes  of  elongated  dots  differently  oriented  in  their  directions  as  shown  in  Fig.  5B, 
any  moire  (interference)  is  prevented  from  being  generated,  thus  ensuring  a  high-quality  image  and  hence 
achieving  a  color  recording  apparatus  having  a  thermal  head  capable  of  making  an  effective  recording  and, 
in  particular,  a  color  recording. 

15  Claims 

1.  A  thermal  head  comprising: 
a  plurality  of  heat  generation  means  (11)  having  at  least  one  pair  of  sides  and  located  in  a  direction 

of  an  array  of  the  heat  generation  means  (11);  and 
20  a  pair  of  electrode  means  (12,  13)  connected  to  corresponding  opposite  sides  of  the  heat 

generation  means, 
characterized  in  that 
a  respective  one  of  said  heat  generation  means  (11)  is  comprised  of  a  parallelogrammic  heat 

generation  element  having  two  pairs  of  opposite  sides; 
25  said  pair  of  electrode  means  (12,  13)  are  composed  of  a  common  lead  electrode  (12)  and  lead 

electrodes  (13)  connected  to  one  (A1,  A2)  of  two  pairs  of  opposite  first  sides  of  the  parallelogrammic 
heat  generation  elements,  respectively, 

said  heat  generation  elements  are  arranged  in  a  direction  in  which  a  remaining  part  of  opposite 
second  sides  of  the  respective  heat  generation  elements  face  each  other,  wherein  an  obtuse  angle  (a) 

30  is  defined  between  the  first  side  (A)  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  (12)  and  an  adjacent  one  of  two 
opposite  second  sides  (B)  with  an  intersection  (C)  defined  between  the  adjacent  first  and  second  sides 
(A  and  B),  a  perpendicular  (D)  extends  across  the  heat  generation  element  from  the  intersection  (C), 
and  an  imaginary  line  E  passing  through  the  intersection  (C)  and  lying  within  an  acute  angle  (/3)  range 
defined  between  the  respective  second  side  (B)  and  said  perpendicular  (D),  is  set  in  a  direction 

35  perpendicular  to  the  direction  in  which  the  heat  generation  elements  are  arranged,  and 
a  ratio  b/a  of  length  b  of  the  second  side  (B)  to  the  length  a  of  the  first  side  is  given  by  b/a   ̂ 1  ,  and 

an  acute  angle  0^45°  is  defined  between  the  first  side  (A)  connected  to  the  lead  electrodes  (12)  and  an 
adjacent  other  of  the  two  opposite  second  sides. 

40  2.  The  thermal  head  according  to  claim  1,  characterized  in  that  said  heat  generation  means  (11)  is  formed 
to  have  a  diamond  shape. 

3.  A  thermal  head  according  to  claim  1  or  2,  characterized  in  that  said  plurality  of  heat  generation  means 
(11)  are  located  in  a  mirror-image  relation  in  the  direction  of  said  array  of  the  heat  generation  means 

45  (11). 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Thermokopf  mit: 
50  einer  Vielzahl  von  Warmeerzeugungseinrichtungen  (11),  die  wenigstens  ein  Paar  von  Seiten  haben 

und  in  einer  Richtung  einer  Anordnung  der  Warmeerzeugungseinrichtungen  (11)  gelegen  sind,  und 
einem  Paar  von  Elektrodeneinrichtungen  (12,  13),  die  mit  den  entsprechenden  entgegengesetzten 

Seiten  der  Warmeerzeugungseinrichtungen  verbunden  sind, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3 

55  eine  jeweilige  Warmeerzeugungseinrichtung  (11)  aus  einem  parallelogrammartigen  Warmeerzeu- 
gungselement  besteht,  das  zwei  Paare  von  entgegengesetzten  Seiten  hat, 

das  Paar  von  Elektrodeneinrichtungen  (12,  13),  aus  einer  gemeinsamen  Leiterelektrode  (12)  und 
Leiterelektroden  (13)  besteht,  die  mit  einer  Seite  (A1,  A2)  von  zwei  Paaren  von  entgegengesetzten 
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ersten  Seiten  der  parallelogrammartigen  Warmeerzeugungselemente  jeweils  verbunden  sind, 
die  Warmeerzeugungselemente  in  einer  Richtung  angeordnet  sind,  in  welcher  ein  verbleibender 

Teil  von  entgegengesetzten  zweiten  Seiten  der  jeweiligen  Warmeerzeugungselemente  einander  gegen- 
uberliegen,  wobei  ein  stumpfer  Winkel  (a)  zwischen  einer  ersten  Seite  (A),  die  mit  den  Leiterelektroden 

5  (12)  verbunden  ist,  und  einer  benachbarten  Seite  von  zwei  entgegengesetzten  zweiten  Seiten  (B)  bei 
einer  Schnittstelle  (C),  die  zwischen  den  benachbarten  ersten  und  zweiten  Seiten  (A  und  B)  definiert  ist, 
festgelegt  ist,  eine  Senkrechte  (D)  sich  uber  das  Warmeerzeugungselement  von  der  Schnittstelle  (C) 
erstreckt  und  eine  Imaginarlinie  (E),  die  durch  die  Schnittstelle  (C)  verlauft  und  innerhalb  eines 
stumpfen  Winkelbereiches  (/3)  liegt,  der  zwischen  der  jeweiligen  zweiten  Seite  (B)  und  der  Senkrechten 

io  (D)  definiert  ist,  in  eine  Richtung  senkrecht  zu  der  Richtung  eingestellt  ist,  in  welcher  die  Warmeerzeu- 
gungselemente  angeordnet  sind,  und 

ein  Verhaltnis  b/a  der  Lange  b  der  zweiten  Seite  (B)  zu  der  Lange  a  der  ersten  Seite  gegeben  ist 
durch  b/a   ̂ 1  ,  und  ein  spitzer  Winkel  6   ̂ 45  °  definiert  ist  zwischen  der  ersten  Seite  (A),  die  mit  den 
Leiterelektroden  (12)  verbunden  ist,  und  einer  benachbarten  anderen  Seite  der  beiden  entgegengesetz- 

15  ten  zweiten  Seiten. 

2.  Thermokopf  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  Warmeerzeugungseinrichtung  (11) 
geformt  ist,  urn  eine  Diamantgestalt  zu  haben. 

20  3.  Thermokopf  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  Vielzahl  von  Warmeerzeu- 
gungseinrichtungen  (11)  in  einer  Spiegelbildbeziehung  in  der  Richtung  der  Anordnung  der  Warmeer- 
zeugungseinrichtung  (11)  gelegen  ist. 

Revendicatlons 
25 

1.  Tete  thermique,  comprenant  : 
plusieurs  dispositifs  (11)  de  degagement  de  chaleur  ayant  au  moins  une  premiere  paire  de  cotes 

placee  dans  la  direction  d'une  matrice  de  dispositifs  (11)  de  degagement  de  chaleur,  et 
une  paire  de  dispositifs  (12,  13)  a  electrodes  connectees  a  des  cotes  opposes  correspondants  des 

30  dispositifs  de  degagement  de  chaleur, 
caracterisee  en  ce  que  : 
un  dispositif  respectif  de  creation  de  chaleur  (11)  comporte  un  element  de  degagement  de  chaleur 

en  parallelogramme  ayant  deux  paires  de  cotes  opposes, 
la  paire  de  dispositifs  a  electrodes  (12,  13)  comprend  une  electrode  commune  d'alimentation  (12) 

35  et  des  electrodes  (13)  d'alimentation  connectees  a  une  paire  (A1,  A2)  de  deux  paires  de  premiers 
cotes  opposes  des  elements  de  degagement  de  chaleur  en  forme  de  parallelogramme  respectivement, 

les  elements  de  degagement  de  chaleur  sont  disposes  dans  une  direction  telle  qu'une  partie 
restante  des  seconds  cotes  opposes  des  elements  respectifs  de  degagement  de  chaleur  sont  en 
regard,  un  angle  obtus  (a)  etant  delimite  entre  le  premier  cote  (A),  connecte  aux  electrodes  d'alimenta- 

40  tion  (12),  et  un  cote  adjacent  des  deux  seconds  cotes  opposes  (B),  une  intersection  (C)  etant  formee 
par  le  premier  et  le  second  cote  adjacents  (A  et  B),  une  perpendiculaire  (D)  recoupant  I'element  de 
degagement  de  chaleur  depuis  I'intersection  (C),  une  droite  imaginaire  (E)  passant  par  I'intersection  (C) 
et  se  trouvant  dans  une  plage  d'angles  aigus  (/3)  formes  entre  le  second  cote  respectif  (B)  et  la 
perpendiculaire  (D)  est  reglee  en  direction  perpendiculaire  a  la  direction  dans  laquelle  sont  disposes 

45  les  elements  de  degagement  de  chaleur,  et 
le  rapport  b/a  de  la  longueur  b  du  second  cote  (B)  a  la  longueur  a  du  premier  cote  est  tel  que  b/a 

 ̂ 1  ,  et  Tangle  6   ̂ 45  °  est  delimite  entre  le  premier  cote  (A)  connecte  aux  electrodes  d'alimentation 
(12)  et  un  autre  cote  adjacent  parmi  les  deux  seconds  cotes  opposes. 

50  2.  Tete  thermique  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  caracterisee  en  ce  que  le  dispositif  de  degagement  de  chaleur 
(11)  est  realise  avec  une  forme  de  losange. 

3.  Tete  thermique  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterisee  en  ce  que  les  dispositifs  (11)  de 
degagement  de  chaleur  sont  disposes  sous  forme  d'images  speculates  dans  la  direction  de  la  matrice 

55  des  dispositifs  (11)  de  degagement  de  chaleur. 
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