
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

22
7 

27
8

B
1

TEPZZ   7 78B_T
(11) EP 2 227 278 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
13.06.2018 Bulletin 2018/24

(21) Application number: 07872830.0

(22) Date of filing: 21.11.2007

(51) Int Cl.:
A61M 5/32 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/IB2007/004369

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2009/066130 (28.05.2009 Gazette 2009/22)

(54) INJECTION DEVICE PREVENTING THE RETURN OF THE PISTON WHEN THE SAFETY SYSTEMS 
IS DEPLOYED

INJEKTIONSVORRICHTUNG ZUR VERHINDERUNG DER RÜCKKEHR DES KOLBENS NACH 
ABLAGE DES SICHERHEITSSYSTEMS

DISPOSITIF D’INJECTION QUI EMPÊCHE LE RETOUR DU PISTON LORSQUE LES SYSTÈMES 
DE SÉCURITÉ SONT DÉPLOYÉS

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE 
SI SK TR

(43) Date of publication of application: 
15.09.2010 Bulletin 2010/37

(73) Proprietor: Becton Dickinson France
38800 Le Pont-de-Claix (FR)

(72) Inventor: PERUZZO, Grégory
F-38350 Prunieres (FR)

(74) Representative: Verriest, Philippe et al
Cabinet Germain & Maureau 
12, rue Boileau
69006 Lyon (FR)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A-02/070054 WO-A-2005/030301
WO-A-2006/111862 WO-A-2008/035226
FR-A- 2 861 310  



EP 2 227 278 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an injection de-
vice, particularly for medical use, such as syringes, par-
ticularly provided with a safety system aimed at protect-
ing the injection needle after use.
[0002] In this application, the distal end of a component
or of a device means the end furthest away from the hand
of the user and the proximal end means the end closest
to the hand of the user. Similarly, in this application, the
terms "in the distal direction" and "distally" mean in the
direction of the injection, and the terms "in the proximal
direction" and "proximally" mean in the direction opposite
to the direction of injection.
[0003] Injection devices, such as syringes, are well
known. These injection devices are usually provided at
their distal end with an injection needle that is designed
to be inserted into the skin of a patient, and through which
the product to be injected passes to the injection site.
Normally, these syringes are provided with a piston rod
whose distal end comprises a piston which, during the
injection phase and under the action of a distal pressure
exerted by the user on the piston rod, pushes the product
through the injection needle.
[0004] One of the constant problems presented by the
injection devices is the risk of accidental pricks likely to
occur after the injection.
[0005] In order to minimize these risks, it is known prac-
tice to furnish the syringes with means of protecting the
needle after injection: these protection means may for
example be in the form of a sleeve sliding relative to the
syringe and required to cover the needle after the injec-
tion and the withdrawal of the needle from the injection
site.
[0006] Certain of these protection means must be ac-
tivated manually, the sleeve having to be moved manu-
ally by the end-user to cover the needle. Consequently,
these protection means are not very reliable and not very
practical to use. To remedy these disadvantages, injec-
tion devices have been designed with protection means
that are automatically activated, for example by the
movement of the piston rod which, when it reaches a
predetermined position, releases the sleeve then de-
ployed without additional manual intervention, by elastic
means, for example a spring forcing its distal movement
at the end of injection.
[0007] However, it happens that the automatic protec-
tion means are activated while the needle is still in the
skin of the patient. In such a case, the sleeve begins to
deploy and is then stopped by the skin of the patient
against which it is pressed by the spring. The spring can
therefore not deploy further in the distal direction and
tends to deploy in the proximal direction, which causes
the piston rod, and hence the piston, to rise again in the
proximal direction into the body of the injection device.
In other cases as described hereinafter, the piston rod is
caused to rise again by the means for activating the pro-
tection means returning elastically to their initial position.

[0008] The user may then be confronted with a problem
of reabsorption of the injected product due to the return
movement of the piston rod, and hence of the piston, in
the proximal direction. This return movement is usually
limited in distance: however, it is sufficient to cause a
portion of the product previously injected into the body
of the patient to return into the body of the syringe, thereby
causing an incorrect dosage of the injected product. The
recommended dose of product is not injected in its totality
and serious consequences for the patient may result
therefrom.
[0009] Thus, there is the need for an injection device
comprising automatic means of protecting the needle
making it possible to prevent the phenomenon of the re-
turn of the piston in the proximal direction after injection,
in particular when the injection needle remains at least
for a moment in the skin of the patient after the end of
the injection and when the automatic protection means
are activated before it is withdrawn.
[0010] Publication WO 02/070054 A1 describes a sy-
ringe having a piston rod comprising a first portion and
a second portion, and a sleeve intended to cover the
needle. The syringe of WO 02/070054 does not comprise
any biasing means intended to move the sleeve in a po-
sition in which it covers the needle.
[0011] Publication WO 03/068298 A1 describes an in-
jection device provided with automatic protection means
activated by the piston rod when the latter arrives at the
end of travel towards the end of the dose. The protection
means comprise a sleeve held in a sheath by elastically
flexible lateral lugs designed to be deflected by the head
of the piston rod when the latter arrives at the end of
travel. The spring provided for deploying the sleeve is
placed between the sheath and the sleeve itself. Thus,
if, at the end of injection, while the needle is still in the
injection site, the user stops pressing on the piston rod,
the spring will only have the effect of pressing the sleeve
towards the skin of the patient without causing the piston
rod to rise again. Nevertheless, this injection device has
the major disadvantage of not allowing the moment when
the protection means are activated to be controlled. It is
therefore difficult, even impossible, to perform the injec-
tion of the end of the dose followed by the activation of
the protection means. Either the activation might take
place before the end of the dose is injected, and then the
sleeve is released and pressed against the skin when
the whole dose of product has not yet been injected, or
the end of the dose might be injected without activation.
Indeed, it is very difficult to reach a control level of the
industrial process allowing the required accuracy of the
dimensions and tolerances. Furthermore, the sheath of
this injection device comprises elastically flexible inter-
mediate lugs placed between the lateral lugs and the
head of the piston rod. When the automatic protection
means are triggered, if the user relaxes the pressure of
the piston rod, the intermediate lugs return to their unde-
flected position causing the piston to rise again, hence a
risk of reabsorption of the previously injected product.

1 2 



EP 2 227 278 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0012] There is therefore also the need for such an
injection device making it possible to trigger the activation
of the protection means at the moment desired by the
user and to ensure that the end of the dose of product is
injected without reabsorption.
[0013] Specifically, one of the problems encountered
with the automatic protection means is the risk of acti-
vating them prematurely or inadvertently, during their
use, even during the manufacture and/or assembly of
the injection devices. Another associated risk is that of,
after activation of the protection means, no longer being
able to inject the end of the dose. Also, to alleviate these
problems, the injection devices must be manufactured
with extremely tight production tolerances aimed at the
end of the dose coinciding with the activation of the ac-
tivation means. These production tolerances are difficult
to guarantee; the industrial processes for manufacturing
the injection devices are thereby complicated and slowed
and the injection device is more costly.
[0014] Publication WO 2005/030301 A1 describes an
injection device provided with automatic protection
means activated by the piston rod when the latter arrives
at the end of travel towards the end of the dose. The
automatic protection means comprise a sleeve designed
to be deployed by a spring. Before activation, this sleeve
is kept in the withdrawn position by immobilization
means. This injection device also comprises means of
retaining the sleeve. These retention means make it pos-
sible to prevent the deployment of the sleeve after acti-
vation of the immobilization means. The retention means
are released by simply relaxing the distal pressure ap-
plied to the piston rod to allow the deployment of the
sleeve. This injection device nevertheless does not make
it possible to remove the risk of reabsorption when the
user relaxes the pressure on the piston rod before with-
drawing the injection needle from the injection site.
[0015] There is therefore the need for an injection de-
vice that prevents the return of the piston after injection
and that is provided with needle protection means that
can be activated automatically but only when the end-
user so decides, making it possible, after activation of
the protection means, to allow the injection of the end of
the dose, and that is easy to manufacture.
[0016] Moreover, such an injection device must be of
simple use for the user. In this view, it must appear as
reassuring for the user and must not present any features
capable of instilling doubt in the user’s mind that the de-
vice is not safe or not working.
[0017] The object of the invention is therefore to pro-
vide an injection device, particularly a syringe, of simple
and reassuring use for the user, provided with needle
protection means activated automatically at the end of
injection, the activation of the needle protection means
being controlled by the user, which prevents inadvertent-
ly activation of the automatic protection, thus providing
perfect safety against the risks of accidental pricks, and
which also prevents the return of the piston after injection.
Another object of the invention is to propose such an

injection device with needle protection means making it
possible to inject the end of the dose and capable of being
easily manufactured industrially.
[0018] The present invention relates to an injection de-
vice comprising at least:

- a body designed to receive a product to be injected,
said body being provided at its distal end with an
injection needle, said body receiving a piston rod and
a piston capable of moving in said body between a
storage position and an end-of-injection position and
of pushing said product through said injection nee-
dle,

- protecting means of said injection needle comprising
at least:

- a sleeve for covering said injection needle, said
sleeve being movable relative to said body between
at least an initial position, in which said injection nee-
dle is uncovered, and a final position, in which said
injection needle is at least partially covered,

- biasing means arranged to aim at moving said sleeve
between said initial and final positions,

- immobilization means arranged to aim at holding
said sleeve in at least one of said initial and final
positions,
said injection device being characterized in that:

- said piston rod comprises at least a first portion and
a second portion, said first portion and said second
portion being axially connected to each other and
able to switch between at least a locked position, in
which said first portion and said second portion are
fixed with respect to each other along the longitudinal
axis A of said piston rod, and an unlocked position,
in which said first portion and said second portion
are allowed to move apart from each other at least
on a predetermined distance along the longitudinal
axis A of said piston rod.

[0019] In the present application, by the fact that the
first and the second portions of the piston rod are axially
connected together, it is meant that the first and second
portions remain coupled one to the other along the lon-
gitudinal axis of the piston rod, whatever their position,
locked or unlocked.
[0020] Document US 4,915,692 describes an injection
device comprising a piston rod comprising two portions,
a rod portion and a portion for connection to the piston.
However, the portion for connection is not allowed to
move freely in longitudinal translation relative to the rod
portion between two predefined positions.
[0021] The injection device according to the invention
makes it possible to prevent the piston from moving back-
wards again when the needle protection means are trig-
gered at the end of injection, particularly when this trig-
gering is performed while the needle is still in the injection
site.
[0022] Specifically, because a portion of the piston rod
is able to move separately from the other portion, when
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said first and second portions are in the unlocked posi-
tion, for example at least over a predetermined distance,
the proximal deployment of the biasing means on the
piston rod, when the sleeve is pressing against the injec-
tion site, is absorbed by the proximal movement of that
portion, this absorption allowing the other portion to be
unaffected and remain immobile relative to the body of
the injection device. Thus, the injection device according
to the invention makes it possible to prevent the reab-
sorption of part of the medicine already injected, when
the sleeve, that is to say the needle protection means,
moves into place automatically.
[0023] The injection device according to the invention
therefore makes it possible to limit the risks due to a faulty,
in particular diminished, administration of the dose of pre-
scribed medicine while offering safe use.
[0024] Moreover, because the first and second por-
tions are able to adopt a locked position in which they
are fixed to each other, in particular before use, the user
does not have the feeling that an element is free to move
inside the injection device and is therefore reassured. In
such a locked position, the first and the second portions
are not movable with respect to each other along the
longitudinal axis of the piston rod, regardless of any pres-
sure exerted by a user on said first and/or second por-
tions.
[0025] In an embodiment of the invention, the injection
device comprises

- locking means designed for maintaining said first
portion and said second portion in said locked posi-
tion, a first part of said locking means being located
on said first portion of said piston rod and a second
part of said locking means being located on said sec-
ond portion of said piston rod, said first and second
parts of said locking means being engaged into each
other when said first and second portions are in said
locked position, and

- deactivating means designed for releasing said lock-
ing means, said deactivating means being capable
of cooperating with at least one of said first and sec-
ond parts of locking means so as to disengage said
first part of said locking means from said second part
of said locking means and therefore allowing said
first portion and said second portion of said piston
rod to switch to their unlocked position.

[0026] In an embodiment of the device of the invention,
the deactivating means are designed to be operated by
the displacement of the piston rod at least before said
piston rod reaches the end-of-injection position.
[0027] In an embodiment of the invention, said first
part, respectively said second part, of said locking means
comprises at least one flexible element, and said second
part, respectively said first part, of said locking means
comprises at least one abutment surface, said flexible
element being engaged in said abutment surface when
said first portion and said second portion of said piston

rod are in said locked position, said flexible element being
able to move to a deflected position so as to disengage
from said abutment surface under the action of said de-
activating means.
[0028] In an embodiment of the invention, said deac-
tivating means comprise at least part of a proximal end
of said body, said part of said proximal end coming in
contact with said flexible element at least before the pis-
ton rod and the piston reach their end-of-injection posi-
tion, thereby deflecting said flexible element to its deflect-
ed position.
[0029] For example, said part of a proximal end of said
body may be the inner wall of the proximal region of said
body.
[0030] In another embodiment of the invention, said
part of a proximal end of said body is a flange provided
at the proximal end of said body.
[0031] In another embodiment of the invention, said
first part of said locking means comprises at least a first
element having a first longitudinal axis Ba, said second
part of said locking means comprises at least a second
element having a second longitudinal axis Bb, said first
and second longitudinal axis (Ba, Bb) being radially
spaced from each other when said first portion and said
second portion of said piston rod are in said locked po-
sition, at least one of said first and second elements being
movable so as to cause said first and second longitudinal
axis (Ba, Bb) to become confounded under the action of
said deactivating means, thereby causing said first por-
tion and said second portion of said piston rod to switch
to said unlocked position.
[0032] Said deactivating means may comprise at least
the inner wall of the proximal region of the body, said
inner wall coming in contact with at least one of said first
and second elements and thereby forcing said first and
second elements to become axially aligned with each
other, at least before said piston rod and said piston reach
their end-of-injection position.
[0033] In an embodiment of the invention, said biasing
means are arranged to aim at moving said second portion
in the proximal direction with respect to said first portion
when said first portion and said second portion are in
said unlocked position.
[0034] In an embodiment of the invention, said first por-
tion of said piston rod is provided with a first stop and
said second portion of said piston rod is provided with a
second stop, said first and second stops being capable
of cooperating with each other so as to prevent further
proximal movement of said second portion with respect
to said first portion, after said second portion has moved
proximally with respect to said first portion on said pre-
determined distance when said first portion and said sec-
ond portion are in said unlocked position.
[0035] In an embodiment of the invention, said prede-
termined distance is less than 10 mm.
[0036] Preferably, said predetermined distance is less
than or equal to 5 mm and preferably less than or equal
to 3 mm.
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[0037] In an embodiment of the invention, said biasing
means comprise at least a spring.
[0038] Another object of the present invention is a pis-
ton rod intended to be used with an injection device, char-
acterized in that it comprises at least a first portion and
a second portion, said first portion and said second por-
tion being axially connected to each other and being able
to switch between at least a locked position, in which said
first portion and said second portion are fixed with respect
to each other along the longitudinal axis A of said piston
rod, and an unlocked position, in which said first portion
and said second portion are allowed to move apart from
each other at least on a predetermined distance along
the longitudinal axis A of said piston rod.
[0039] In an embodiment of the invention, the piston
rod comprises locking means designed for maintaining
said first and second portions in said locked position, a
first part of said locking means being located on said first
portion of said piston rod and a second part of said locking
means being located on said second portion of said pis-
ton rod, said first and second parts of said locking means
being engaged into each other when said first portion
and said second portion are in said locked position, said
first and second parts of said locking means being dis-
engageable from each other upon action on said locking
means of deactivating means provided on said injection
device, allowing therefore said first portion and said sec-
ond portion to switch to said unlocked position.
[0040] The present invention will now be described in
greater detail with the aid of the following description and
the appended drawings in which:

- Figure 1 represents a view, in perspective in partial
section, of an injection device according to the in-
vention,

- Figures 2A, 2B, and 2C are schematic cross section
views of the injection device of Figure 1, respectively
before injection, at the end of injection when the pis-
ton rod and the piston reach their end-of-injection
position and once the second portion of the piston
rod has moved proximally with respect to the first
portion of the piston rod after activation of the pro-
tection means,

- Figure 3 is a side view of the injection device of Figure
1, in start-of-injection position,

- Figure 4 is an exploded view in perspective showing
the protection means and the immobilization means
of the injection device of Figure 1,

- Figure 5 is a side view of the injection device of Figure
1, during deactivation of first holding means,

- Figure 6 is a side view of the injection device of Figure
1 showing the holding means deactivated and inter-
mediate holding means activated,

- Figure 7 is a side view of the injection device of Figure
1 during deactivation of intermediate holding means,

- Figure 8 is a side view of the injection device of Figure
1 with the protection means protecting the injection
needle,

- Figures 9A, 9B, and 9C are schematic cross section
views of another embodiment of a device of the in-
vention, respectively before injection, at the end of
injection when the piston rod and the piston reach
their end-of-injection position and once the second
portion of the piston rod has moved proximally with
respect to the first portion of the piston rod after ac-
tivation of the protection means,

- Figure 9D is a partial cross section view of the injec-
tion device of figure 9A taken after a rotation of 90°
along the longitudinal axis of the injection device with
respect to figure 9A, before injection,

- Figure 10 is a partial cross section of another em-
bodiment of a piston rod of an injection device of the
invention,

- Figure 11 is a partial schematic cross section view
of another embodiment of the injection device of the
invention,

- Figures 11A and 11B are schematic top views of the
locking means of the piston rod of the injection device
of figure 11,

- Figures 12A, 12B, and 13A, 13B are schematic par-
tial perspective views of two alternative embodi-
ments of the locking means of figures 11A and 11B,
respectively in the locked position and in the un-
locked position,

- Figure 14a is a schematic partial perspective view
of another embodiment of a piston rod of the inven-
tion in the locked position,

- Figure 14B is a partial top view of the piston rod of
figure 14A.

[0041] Figure 1 shows an injection device 1 according
to the invention in the end-of-injection position. This in-
jection device 1 comprises a sheath 2 capable of receiv-
ing a tubular body 3 of an injection apparatus, for example
of a syringe as represented or of any other receptacle
such as a phial, this injection apparatus comprising a
product to be injected. The body 3 is provided at its distal
end with an injection needle 7. This injection needle 7
may be bonded to the distal end or fitted for example by
means of a Luer-type connector. The body 3 houses a
piston 5 that is attached to the distal end of a piston rod
8. The piston 5 may be attached to the piston rod 8 by
any means, for example screwing, bonding or other
means. The piston rod 8 and the piston 5 are capable of
moving in the body 3 between a storage position and an
end-of-injection position. In particular, under the effect of
a distal pressure exerted on the piston rod 8, the piston
5 pushes the product to be injected towards the distal
end of the body 3 and therefore through the injection
needle 7.
[0042] The injection device 1 of the invention of Figure
1 also comprises protection means of the injection needle
7 provided with a sleeve 6 in the example shown. This
sleeve 6 is capable of moving relative to the body 3 so
as to be able to adopt at least an initial position, for ex-
ample a withdrawn position, as shown in Figure 1, in
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which the injection needle 7 is uncovered, or else a final
position, for example an extended position, as shown in
Figure 8, in which the sleeve 6 entirely covers the injec-
tion needle 7, thus preventing the risks of accidental
pricking after use. As will be seen hereinafter, the travel
of the sleeve 6 from its withdrawn position to its extended
position is, in this example, allowed by the user relaxing
the distal pressure exerted on the piston rod 8.
[0043] In particular, the movement of the sleeve 6 from
its withdrawn position to its extended position is due to
the return to a relaxed state of previously compressed
biasing means, for example elastic means. These elastic
means are, in the example shown, in the form of a spring
26.
[0044] As appears more clearly in Figures 1 to 2C, the
piston rod 8 comprises a first portion 9 in the form of a
rod to the distal end of which is attached a piston 5, and
a second portion 10 placed at the proximal end of the
piston rod 8 and forming a head thereto. As explained
hereinafter, said first portion 9 and said second portion
10 are axially connected and are able to switch between
at least a locked position, in which said second portion
10 is fixed with respect to said first portion 9 along the
longitudinal axis A of said piston rod 8, and an unlocked
position, in which said second portion 10 is allowed to
move at least in the proximal direction with respect to
said first portion 9 at least on a predetermined distance
along the longitudinal axis A of said piston rod 8.
[0045] The locked position of the first and second por-
tions (9, 10) is shown on figure 2A: as can be seen on
this figure, the first portion 9 is provided in its proximal
region with a central bore 11a defining a cylindrical wall
11b for the piston rod 8. Because of the central bore 11a,
the wall 11b is radially flexible in direction of the longitu-
dinal axis A of the piston rod 8, as will be seen on figures
2B and 2C. The wall 11b is provided with two outer axially
spaced bulges, a first bulge 12a and a second bulge 12b,
proximally spaced from said first bulge 12a. The first and
second bulges (12a, 12b) define between them a recess
12c. The wall 11b is also provided with a proximal outer
stop 12d.
[0046] The second portion 10 of the piston rod 8 com-
prises two concentric cylindrical skirts, an inner skirt 13,
and an outer skirt 14, connected together by a transverse
wall 15 forming a pressing surface allowing the user to
exert a distal pressure on the piston rod 8. The distal end
of the inner skirt 13 is provided with an abutment surface
13a.
[0047] Before injection, in the locked position of the
second portion 10 as shown on figure 2A, the abutment
surface 13a is engaged in the recess 12c. The second
portion 10 is therefore fixed with respect to the first portion
9 : the second portion 10 can not move with respect to
the first portion 9 along the longitudinal axis of said piston
rod 8, neither in the proximal direction nor in the distal
direction, regardless of any pressure exerted or not by a
user on said first or second portions. The flexible wall
11b, the outer bulges 12a and 12b, the recess 12c and

the abutment surface 13a therefore form locking means
for maintaining the first and second portions (9, 10) in
their locked position. Of course, because of the industrial
process constraints, it may happen that, in the locked
position of the first and second portions, said second por-
tion 10 may move with respect to the first portion 9 on a
slight distance; for instance, it could be considered that
a slight movement of the second portion 10 with respect
to the first portion 9 of less than or equal to 1 mm, pref-
erably less than or equal to 0,5 mm, more preferably less
than or equal to 0,1 mm length along the longitudinal axis
of said piston rod 8 would still refer to a locked position
of the first and second portions (9,10), such a distance
being short enough not to induce product characteristics
which would look like or sound like quality defaults of the
product.
[0048] Figure 2B shows the deactivation of these lock-
ing means by deactivating means, under distal force F
applied by a user on the pressing surface 15 of the piston
rod 8 : in the embodiment shown on figures 2A to 2C,
the deactivating means are under the form of the inner
wall 3a of the proximal region of the tubular body 3. As
will be explained hereinbelow, during the injection, the
piston rod 8 moves distally : at the end of injection, at
least just before the piston 5 reaches its end-of-injection
position, the first bulge 12a of the flexible wall 11a comes
in contact with the inner wall 3a of the proximal region of
the tubular body 3 as shown on figure 3A. The inner wall
3a of the proximal region of the tubular body 3 presses
radially and inwardly the first bulge 12a which causes the
wall 11b to be deflected inwardly and radially as shown
on figure 2B. The second bulge 12b is consequently ra-
dially and inwardly deflected, thereby freeing the abut-
ment surface 13a. The first and second portions (9, 10)
of the piston rod 8 are therefore in their unlocked position.
[0049] Figure 2C shows the first and second portions
(9, 10) in their unlocked position once the second portion
10 has moved proximally with respect to the first portion
9, after the movement of the sleeve 6 toward its extended
position. As will be explained hereinafter, at the moment
the sleeve 6 is deployed over the injection needle, the
second portion 10 is caused to move proximally with re-
spect to the first portion 9. As appears on figure 2C, once
it has moved proximally on a predetermined distance D,
the second portion 10 is prevented from further proximal
movement by the abutment surface 13a of the second
portion 10 coming in contact with the proximal stop 12d
of the first portion 9.
[0050] The operation of an embodiment of an injection
device 1 of the invention will now be described in refer-
ence to figures 1 to 8.
[0051] In Figure 3, the injection device 1 according to
the invention is shown in initial position before injection
and the injection needle 7 is still covered by a cap 4.
[0052] As shown in Figures 3 and 4 and as will appear
more clearly in Figures 5 and 6, the injection device 1
comprises first holding means for immobilizing the sleeve
6 in its withdrawn position during at least the beginning
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of a phase, called the injection phase, and this is so ir-
respective of whether the pressure exerted on the piston
rod 8 is increased or relaxed. These first holding means
comprise two longitudinal protrusions 31 made on the
inner surface of the wall of the sheath 2 and two elastically
flexible immobilization lugs 16 extending axially in the
proximal direction from the proximal end of the sleeve 6.
Preferably, the protrusions 31 are diametrically opposed.
Each protrusion 31 comprises, at its proximal end, an
immobilization surface 31a provided in relief and each
immobilization lug 16 is provided at its proximal end with
an immobilization hook 16a whose distal face 16b is ca-
pable of resting on the immobilization surface 31a of the
protrusion 31 placed opposite. As will be explained here-
inafter, these first holding means for immobilizing the
sleeve 6 are capable of being released automatically dur-
ing the injection, said sleeve 6 being then kept in an in-
termediate position, in which the injection needle 7 is
uncovered, by intermediate holding means described
hereinafter.
[0053] As shown in Figures 3 and 4 and as will appear
more clearly in Figures 5 and 6, the injection device 1 of
figures 1-8 also comprises intermediate holding means
for retaining the sleeve 6 in an intermediate position dur-
ing at least the end of the injection phase, after automatic
release of the first holding means. These intermediate
holding means comprise the two longitudinal protrusions
31 previously described. Accordingly, each longitudinal
protrusion 31 comprises at its proximal end a retention
surface 31b provided in relief. The intermediate holding
means also comprise two elastically flexible retention
lugs 17, extending axially in the proximal direction from
the proximal end of the sleeve 6. Each retention lug 17
is provided at its proximal end with a retention hook 17a
whose distal face 17b is capable of pressing on the re-
tention surface 31b of the protrusion 31 placed opposite.
[0054] As will be explained hereinafter, in the example
described on figures 1-8:

- before and at the start of injection (see fig 3), the
intermediate holding means for retaining the sleeve
6 are in an inactive position in which the retention
lug 17 is at rest, flexed laterally, the retention hook
17a therefore not being in the alignment of the pro-
trusion 31: the distal face 17b of the hook 17a is
therefore not engaged with the retention surface 31b
of the protrusion 31 and does not retain the distal
translation of the sleeve 6, this translation then still
being prevented by the first holding means,

- during injection (see fig 5), more precisely towards
the end of the injection, the intermediate holding
means move to a preactivation position: more pre-
cisely, the retention lug 17 is straightened under
stress so that the retention hook 17a comes in the
alignment of the protrusion 31 without however
pressing on this protrusion,

- then (see fig 6), the first holding means are released,
the sleeve 6 moves distally over a short distance

until the distal face 17b of the retention hook 17a
comes to press on the retention surface 31b of the
protrusion 31: the intermediate holding means are
then in an active position and prevent the distal trans-
lation of the sleeve 6, the sleeve being then in an
intermediate position,

- at the end of injection (see fig 7), the intermediate
holding means are deactivated by relaxing the pres-
sure applied on the second portion 10 which, acted
upon by the spring 26, moves proximally, releasing,
via an intermediate element described hereinafter,
the retention lug 17 which flexes to its rest state, then
disengaging the retention hook 17a from the protru-
sion 31 and allowing at the end of injection the move-
ment of the sleeve 6 from its intermediate position
to its extended position.

[0055] As appears in Figures 3 and 4, the injection de-
vice 1 also comprises an intermediate element, namely
a ring 18 situated in the extreme proximal portion 35 of
the sheath 2. The extreme proximal portion 35 of the
sheath 2 comprises coupling lugs 32, each coupling lug
32 comprising a radial crank 32a whose distal face 32c
is designed to retain the proximal face of the ring 18 in
the proximal direction, said radial crank 32a comprising
an internal ramp 32b whose function will be explained
hereinafter. The ring 18 is capable of moving relative to
the sheath 2, inside the extreme proximal portion 35 of
this sheath 2, between the distal faces 32c of the coupling
lugs 32 and of the rims 33. The ring 18 comprises means
of interaction with the second portion 10 of the piston rod
8 of the injection device 1. In the example shown, these
interaction means are presented in the form of two dia-
metrically opposed legs 20 extending in the proximal di-
rection, slightly offset in the radial direction relative to the
body 21 of the ring 18 and connected at the proximal end
of the ring 18 by radial bridges 22.
[0056] As will appear more clearly in Figures 5 to 8,
the ring 18 also comprises means of activating the inter-
mediate holding means in the form, in the example
shown, of the guide lugs 19 extending distally and placed
substantially symmetrically on the ring 18. Each guide
lug 19 defines a longitudinal recess 25 designed to re-
ceive a retention lug 17 in active position. Each guide lug
19 is provided at its distal end with an activation ramp
19a designed to facilitate the flexing and the insertion of
the retention lug 17 into the longitudinal recess 25 when
the intermediate holding means travel from their inactive
to active position. The ring 18 also comprises means of
releasing the first holding means, in the form, in the ex-
ample shown, of a surface 23 protruding radially from the
body 21 of the ring 18, this surface 23 being capable of
interacting with the immobilization lugs 16 in order to flex
them circumferentially. In the example shown, this sur-
face 23 has an external ramp 24 opposite each immobi-
lization lug 16.
[0057] The proximal end of the spring 26 presses on
the distal end 18a of the ring 18 (see Figure 4) and its
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distal end presses on an annular rim 28 made on the
inner surface of the sleeve 6 at its proximal end.
[0058] In practice, the injection device 1 of figures 1-8
is in the initial position before injection as shown in Figure
3. In this position:

- the first and second portions (9, 10) of the piston rod
8 are in their locked position and the second portion
10 is therefore fixed with respect to the first portion
9, as shown on figure 2A,

- the immobilization lugs 16 are engaged with the im-
mobilization surfaces 31a provided in relief,

- the spring 26 is in an at least partially compressed
state.

[0059] The system is thus perfectly locked, with no risk
of triggering the activation of the sleeve 6.
[0060] To proceed with the injection, the user takes
hold of the injection device 1 as shown in Figure 3, re-
moves the cap 4, applies the injection device 1 to the
injection site 104 (see Figure 5), inserts the injection nee-
dle 7 in the injection site 104 and exerts a distal pressure
on the piston rod 8, in particular on the pressing surface
15 of the second portion 10 of the piston rod 8.
[0061] During this injection phase, under the effect of
the distal pressure exerted by the user on the pressing
surface 15, because the second portion 10 is fixed to the
first portion 9, the whole piston rod 8, namely the first
portion 9 and the second portion 10, moves in the distal
direction and the first portion 9 pushes the piston 5 to-
wards the distal end of the body 3, thus injecting the prod-
uct.
[0062] As is clear from Figure 3, during the beginning
of this injection phase, the first holding means for immo-
bilizing the sleeve 6 in its initial or withdrawn position
remain locked. Thus, the sleeve 6 is kept in its withdrawn
position by the first holding means irrespective of the val-
ue of the distal force exerted by the user on the piston
rod 8. In particular, thanks to the first holding means, the
sleeve 6 remains in the withdrawn position, even if the
user relaxes the distal pressure that he exerts on the
piston rod 8 via the pressing surface 15.
[0063] Towards the end of the injection, while the in-
jection needle 7 is still inserted into the injection site 104,
as shown in Figure 5, the second portion 10 of the piston
rod 8 of the injection device 1 comes into contact with
the ring 18. In particular, the distal end 14a of the outer
skirt 14 of the second portion 10 of the piston rod 8 comes
into contact with the interaction means, that is to say the
legs 20, in the example shown, of the ring 18. By contin-
uing to exert a distal pressure and pushing on the second
portion 10 of the piston rod 8, the distal end 14a of the
outer skirt 14 of the second portion 10 of the piston rod
8 pushes the legs 20 of the ring 18 and the ring 18 is thus
moved in the distal direction. Under the effect of this distal
movement of the ring 18, the activation ramps 19a of the
guide lugs 19 of the sleeve 6 straighten the retention lugs
17 and force them into the longitudinal recesses 25 so

that the hooks 17a are in the trajectory of the protrusions
31 and the intermediate holding means can immobilize
the distal translation of the sleeve 6. Successively, the
external ramps 24 of the radial protrusion 23 of the inter-
mediate ring 18 deflect the immobilization lugs 16 cir-
cumferentially so that they are no longer engaged with
the protrusions 31.
[0064] Thus, the first holding means for immobilizing
the sleeve 6 in its withdrawn position are released and,
under the pressure of the spring 26, which tries to return
to its relaxed state, the sleeve 6 is moved in the distal
direction, over a very short distance, until the distal faces
17a of the retention lugs 17 make contact with the reten-
tion surfaces 31b of the protrusions 31 as shown in Figure
6. The sleeve 6 is then kept in its intermediate position,
which is still a withdrawn position of the sleeve in which
the injection needle 7 is uncovered, by the intermediate
holding means, so long as the user exerts his pressure
on the piston rod 8. In this position, the piston (not visible
in Figures 5 and 6) is almost at the end of travel in the
body 3.
[0065] In an embodiment of the invention, the course
of the ring 18 is as short as possible in order to avoid the
risk for the user to inadvertently stop the distal pressure
on the pusher 15 during the releasing of the first holding
means for immobilizing the sleeve 6 in its withdrawn po-
sition. In embodiments, the course of the ring 18 is less
than 10 mm, preferably less than or equal to 5 mm, more
preferably less than or equal to 3 mm.
[0066] To terminate the injection, the user prolongs the
distal movement of the piston rod 8 until the piston 5
reaches the bottom of the body 3 and its end-of-injection
position. The injection of the end of the dose is thus as-
sured.
[0067] In this end-of-injection position of the piston 5,
the inner wall 3a of the proximal region of the tubular
body 3 has come in contact with the first bulge 12a of the
flexible wall 11b of the first portion 9 of the piston rod 8
as shown on figure 2B. The inner wall 3a has pressed
on said first bulge 12a which by consequence has de-
flected in the radial and inward direction causing the sec-
ond bulge 12b to also deflect in the radial and inward
direction, as shown on figure 3A. The abutment surface
13a of the second portion 10 has therefore disengaged
from the recess 12c and has been freed. The second
portion 10 of the piston rod 8 is therefore in its unlocked
position, as shown on figure 2B.
[0068] In normal use, once the end of the dose has
been assured, the user keeps the pressure on the piston
rod 8 and withdraws the injection needle 7 from the in-
jection site 104. It is nevertheless possible that, through
lack of training, information or attention, the user relaxes
the pressure on the piston rod 8 before withdrawing the
injection needle 7 from the injection site 104. With other
injection devices comprising automatic protection means
activated by the movement of the piston rod, this incorrect
use would have the effect of causing a reabsorption of
the previously injected product, hence an incorrect dose.
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Specifically, the injection devices of the prior art usually
comprise a spring placed between the sleeve and the
piston rod which, after activation of the protection means,
if the injection needle is still in the injection site and the
sleeve is immobilized by the skin of the patient, causes
the piston rod to return and hence a reabsorption phe-
nomenon.
[0069] The invention makes it possible to remove this
problem. Specifically, if, while the injection needle 7 is
still inserted in the injection site 104, and the protection
means, namely the sleeve 6 in the example shown, have
been activated, the user relaxes the pressure that he was
exerting on the piston rod 8, the ring 18 is moved in the
proximal direction under the effect of the pressure of the
spring 26. Accordingly, the surface 23 protruding radially
from the body 21 of the ring 18 releases the retention
lugs 17 from the longitudinal recesses 25 as shown in
Figure 7. These retention lugs 17 resume their initial,
slightly inclined position relative to the longitudinal axis
of the injection device 1 and the distal retention faces
17b of the hooks 17a are no longer engaged with the
retention surfaces 31b of the protrusions 31. Because
the second portion 10 is now in its unlocked position, the
proximal movement of the ring 18 at the same time caus-
es, via the legs 20 that push the distal end 14a of the
outer skirt 14 of the second portion 10 of the piston rod
8 in the proximal direction, the proximal movement of this
said second portion 10, as shown on figure 2C.
[0070] Furthermore, since the injection needle 7 is kept
in the injection site 104, the sleeve 6 cannot move in the
distal direction because it is immediately stopped by the
surface of the skin of the patient.
[0071] However, due to the ability of the second portion
10 of the piston rod 8 to move in the proximal direction
with respect to said first portion 9 separately from said
first portion 9, the first portion 9 of the piston rod 8 remains
immobile, at least until further proximal movement of said
second portion 10 is prevented by the abutment surface
13a of the second portion 10 coming in contact with the
proximal stop 12d of the first portion 9.
[0072] The first portion 9 and the second portion 10 of
the piston rod 8 remain axially connected, which eases
the assembly and the use of the piston rod and which
avoids the use of additional parts.
[0073] Thus, the ring 18 continues to move in the prox-
imal direction under the action of the spring 26, and push-
es said second portion 10 of the piston rod 8. Thanks to
the cooperation of the abutment surface 13a and of the
proximal stop 12d, the second portion 10 is stopped once
it has travelled the distance D as shown on figure 2C.
[0074] During this step, the first portion 9 of the piston
rod 8 has not moved. Specifically, because of the partic-
ular design of this piston rod 8, the energy of deployment
of the spring 26 which, with other injection devices would
have caused the reabsorption of the injected product, is
here totally absorbed by the proximal movement of the
second portion 10 of the piston rod 8 independently from
the first portion 9, along the distance D. Consequently,

the first portion 9 of the piston rod 8 has remained immo-
bile and the piston 5, which is connected thereto, has not
moved either. In particular, it has not been subjected to
a return movement. The risk of reabsorption of medicine
has thus been prevented.
[0075] Preferably, the distance D, that is to say the
distance the second portion can travel along with respect
to the first portion when the first and second portions are
in said unlocked position, is sufficient to absorb the be-
ginning of deployment of the spring 26, measurable as
the course of the ring. For example, this distance, sym-
bolized by the letter D in Figure 2C, may be from 1 to 10
mm. Preferably, this distance D is less than or equal to
5 mm, still preferably less than or equal to 3 mm.
[0076] The user may then choose to withdraw the in-
jection needle 7 from the patient at that moment only.
[0077] Under the effect of the pressure of the spring
26, the sleeve 6 is then moved in the distal direction and
comes to cover the injection needle 7 that is shown in
dot-and-dash lines in Figure 8. Then final holding means
(not shown), such as legs, provided on the sheath 2 or
on the sleeve 6, capable of engaging recesses provided
on the sleeve 6, respectively on the sheath 2, immobilize
the sleeve 6 in this final position.
[0078] On figures 9A to 9C is shown another embodi-
ment of a piston rod for an injection device of the inven-
tion. The references designating the same elements as
in figures 1-8 have been maintained.
[0079] On figures 9A and 9D is shown a piston rod 108
comprising a first portion 109 and a second portion 110.
The first portion 109 comprises two flexible tabs 111 cut
in its wall 112. Each flexible tab 111 is provided with two
axially spaced outer projections, a first outer projection
111a and a second outer projection 111b, proximally
spaced from the first outer projection. The wall 112 is
provided with a proximal stop 112a.
[0080] The second portion 110 comprises two concen-
tric cylindrical skirts, an inner skirt 113 and an outer skirt
114, connected together by a transverse wall 115 forming
a pressing surface allowing the user to exert a distal pres-
sure on the piston rod 108. The distal end of the inner
skirt 113 is provided with an abutment surface 113a.
[0081] The first and second portions (109, 110) are
shown in their locked position on figures 9A and 9D. In
this position, the abutment surface 113a is engaged on
the distal face of the second outer projection 111b, as
shown on figure 9A, and the second portion 110 is there-
fore fixed with respect to the first portion 109.
[0082] At the end of injection, at least before the piston
rod and the piston reach their end-of-injection position
as explained before, under distal force F exerted by a
user on the piston rod 108, the inner wall 3a of the prox-
imal region of the tubular body 3 comes in contact with
the first outer projections 111a and presses in the radial
and inward directions on these first outer projections
111a, as shown on figure 9B. This causes the flexible
tabs 111 to deflect in the radial and inward directions. As
a consequence, the second outer projections 111b are
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caused to deflect in the radial and inward directions and
the abutment surface 113a disengages from the distal
faces of said second outer projections 111b, as shown
on figure 9B.
[0083] The first and second portions (109, 110) are
therefore in their unlocked position, as shown on figure
9B, and the second portion 110 is free to move independ-
ently and separately from the first portion 109 along the
longitudinal axis of the piston rod 108, at least on a certain
distance and in the proximal direction with respect to said
first portion 109, said first and second portions (109, 110)
remaining axially connected to each other in their un-
locked position. At the time of deployment of the sleeve
6 (not shown), as explained before for the embodiment
of figures 1-8, in case the user relaxes the pressure on
the piston rod 8 before withdrawing the injection needle
7 from the injection site 104, the second portion 110 is
caused to move proximally with respect to first portion
109, on a predetermined distance D, as shown on figure
9B. As shown on figure 9C, the proximal movement of
the second portion 110 is caused by the force of the spring
26 pushing the ring 18 in the proximal direction on a short
distance, at the time said spring 26 extends in the distal
direction in order to deploy the sleeve 6. During the prox-
imal movement of ring 18, the legs 20 enter in contact
with the distal end 114a of the outer skirt 114 and the
second portion 110 is caused to move in the proximal
direction with respect to the first action along the longi-
tudinal axis A of the piston rod 108.
[0084] During the proximal movement of the second
portion 110, the first portion 9 of the piston rod 8 has
remained immobile and the piston 5, which is connected
thereto, has not moved either. In particular, it has not
been subjected to a return movement. The risk of reab-
sorption of medicine has thus been prevented.
[0085] On figure 10 is shown partially another embod-
iment of a piston rod for an injection device according to
the invention. On figure 10 is shown a piston rod 208
comprising a first portion 209 and a second portion 210.
[0086] The first portion 209 is provided with two axially
spaced radial stops, a first outer radial stop 211 and a
second outer radial stop 212, said second outer radial
stop 212 being distally spaced from said first outer radial
stop 211.
[0087] The second portion 210 comprises two concen-
tric cylindrical skirts, an inner skirt 213 and an outer skirt
214, connected together by a transverse wall 215 forming
a pressing surface allowing the user to exert a distal pres-
sure on the piston rod 208. The distal end of the inner
skirt 213 is provided with an inner projection 216 having
a proximal abutment surface 216a and a distal sloped
surface 216b. The inner skirt 213 is flexible and capable
of being deflected in the radial and outward direction.
[0088] An inner rim 217, proximally spaced with re-
spect to the inner projection 216 is further provided on
the inner skirt 213.
[0089] The first and second portions (209, 210) are
shown in their locked position on figure 10. In this posi-

tion, the abutment surface 216a is engaged on the distal
face of the first outer radial stop 211, as shown on figure
10, and the second portion 210 is therefore fixed with
respect to the first portion 209.
[0090] At the end of injection, at least before the piston
rod and the piston reach their end-of-injection position,
the distal sloped surface 216b of the inner projection 216
of the second portion 210 comes in contact with a flange
3b provided at the proximal end of the tubular body 3. By
cooperating with the distal sloped surface 216b, the
flange 3b causes the inner skirt 213 to deflect in the radial
and outward direction, thereby freeing the abutment sur-
face 216a from the distal face of the first outer radial stop
211. The second portion 210 is therefore in its unlocked
position and free to move proximally with respect to the
first portion 209 along the longitudinal axis A of the piston
rod 208 until the inner rim 217 of the inner skirt 213 comes
in abutment against the second outer radial stop 212 of
the first portion 209.
[0091] Figures 11 to 13B show alternative embodi-
ments of the locking means and deactivating means of
a piston rod for an injection device according to the in-
vention.
[0092] On figures 11, 11A and 11B is shown an alter-
native embodiment for the locking means of a piston rod
of a device 1 of the invention.
[0093] The injection device 1 is provided with a piston
rod 308. The piston rod 308 comprises a first portion 309
and a second portion 310. In its proximal region, the first
portion 309 is provided with a conical piece 311 made of
two half cones 311a and 311b capable of moving with
respect to each other (see figures 11A and 11B) in the
radial direction due to respective deformations. The cone
311 comprises a central cylindrical bore 312 traversed
by a distal rod 313 of the second portion 310.The distal
rod 313 is a one-part element provided with at least one
circular rim forming a radial surface 313a (see figures
12A and 12B). The two half-cones 311a and 311b are
both provided with at least one abutment surface 311c,
as shown on figures 12A and 12B which are partial per-
spective views of the piston rod 308, in which the second
half cone 311b has been removed for showing the relative
positions of the rod 313 with respect to the half cone 311a
in the locked position and in the unlocked position.
[0094] On figure 11A are shown the cone 311 and the
distal rod 313 when the first and second portions (309,
310) of the piston rod 308 are in their locked position. As
can be seen on this figure, the respective longitudinal
axis (Ba, Bb) of the two half cones 311a and 311b are
radially spaced from each other. As shown on figure 12A,
the radial surface 313a of the piston rod 313 is resting
against the rim 311c of half cone 311a. In the same man-
ner, the radial surface 313a of the rod 313 is resting
against the rim 311c of half cone 311b (not shown on
figure 12A). The second portion 310 is therefore fixed
with respect to the first portion 309. The second portion
310 is not allowed to move with respect to the first portion
309 because of the respective longitudinal axis (Ba, Bb)
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of the two half cones 311a and 311b not being confound-
ed.
[0095] As explained hereinabove for the previous em-
bodiments, during the injection, the piston rod 308 moves
distally : at the end of injection, at least before the piston
rod and the piston reach their end-of-injection position,
the two half cones 311a and 311b come in contact with
the inner wall 3a of the proximal region of the tubular
body 3 as shown on figure 11 for half cone 311a. The
inner wall 3a presses on the two half cones 311a and
311b and makes them slide relative to one another until
they reach the relative position shown on figure 11B
where their respective longitudinal axis (Ba, Bb) become
confounded as shown on figure 11B.
[0096] Once the two half cones 311a and 311b are
aligned so as to reconstitute the cone 311, the first and
second portions (309, 310) are in their unlocked position,
as shown on figures 11B and 12B. With reference to fig-
ure 12B, in the unlocked position of the first and second
portions (309, 310), the radial surface 313a of the rod
313 is freed from the rim 311c of the cone 311. The sec-
ond portion 310 is then free to move proximally with re-
spect to the first portion 309 as shown on figure 12B.
[0097] Figures 13A and 13B are partial perspective
views of an alternative embodiment of the locking means
of the piston rod 308 of figures 12A to 12B, respectively
in the locked position and in the unlocked position. In this
variant, the rim 311c of the cone 311 of the piston rod of
figures 12A to 12B has been replaced by an abutment
surface 311d.
[0098] On figure 14A is shown partially another em-
bodiment of a piston rod 408 of the invention comprising
a first portion 409 and a second portion 410. The first
portion 409 comprises a rod the proximal region of which
is provided with a groove 411 defining a proximal abut-
ment surface 411a and a distal abutment surface 411b.
The second portion 410 comprises two clamps 412 (see
figure 14B) having a semi-annular shape. Each clamp
412 is provided with two ends, one end 412a being fixed
to a flexible tongue 413 of the second portion 410, the
other end 412b being free and provided with a projection
412d.
[0099] On figures 14A and 14B, the first and second
portions (409, 410) of the piston rod 408 are in their locked
position. For clarity’s sake, only one clamp 412 is repre-
sented on figure 14A. In the locked position of the piston
rod 408, the projections 412d of the clamps 412 are en-
gaged in the groove 411 of the first portion 409 and are
resting on the abutment surfaces 411a and 411b. The
first portion 409 is therefore not allowed to move with
respect to the second portion 410 along the longitudinal
axis A of the piston rod 408 in both directions, proximal
and distal.
[0100] When the piston rod 408 and the piston 5 reach
their end-of-injection position (not represented), the ends
412a of the clamps 412 come in contact with the internal
wall 3a of the tubular body 3. This causes the flexible
tongues 413 to deflect radially inwardly and the projec-

tions 412d of the clamps 412 disengage from the groove
411 of the first portion 409. The first portion 409 becomes
free to move with respect to the second portion 410 along
the longitudinal axis of the piston rod 408.
[0101] It is evident from the foregoing that the invention
provides determinant enhancements over the similar in-
jection devices of the prior art, by making it possible to
prevent the proximal return of the piston at the end of
injection while the injection needle is still in the injection
site and after the protection means have been activated.
In particular, because the second portion of the piston
rod is fixed to the first portion of the piston rod before use
and until the end of the injection step, the user has not
the feeling that something may be broken inside the in-
jection device. The user is thus reassured.
[0102] The invention makes it possible to benefit from
an injection device having automatic protection means
while guaranteeing the possibility of injecting the whole
dose of product without, for all that, requiring a complex
manufacturing method. Specifically, the distance D
makes it possible to absorb the dimensional variations.
[0103] It goes without saying that the invention is not
limited to the embodiment described hereinabove as an
example, but that, on the contrary, it embraces all the
variant embodiments entering the field of protection de-
fined by the claims appended hereto.
[0104] For example, the invention may be applied to
other injection devices such as that described in intro-
duction in publication WO 03/068298 A1. In this case,
because of the particular design of the piston rod accord-
ing to the invention, the return energy of the intermediate
lugs to their rest position after relaxing the distal pressure
exerted on the piston rod is totally absorbed by the prox-
imal movement of the second portion of the piston rod
when said second portion is in its unlocked position. Con-
sequently, the first portion and the piston remain immo-
bile and the risk of reabsorption of medicine is thus pre-
vented.
[0105] The invention also applies to all the injection
devices in which the deformable elastically flexible lugs
are replaced for example by:

- inelastic and/or pivoting lugs, acted upon laterally by
elastic elements,

- posts travelling in grooves and acted upon laterally
by elastic elements,

- an additional rotary element, such as for example a
collar placed between the intermediate ring and the
sleeve 6, this collar being provided with grooves ca-
pable of receiving tabs provided on the sleeve 6 and
forming means of retention or of immobilization, this
collar being free to pivot.

Claims

1. Injection device (1) comprising at least:
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- a body (3) designed to receive a product to be
injected, said body (3) being provided at its distal
end with an injection needle (7), said body (3)
housing a piston (5) attached to a piston rod (8)
capable of moving in said body (3) between a
storage position and an end-of-injection position
and of pushing said product through said injec-
tion needle (7),
- protecting means of said injection needle (7)
comprising at least:
- a sleeve (6) for covering said injection needle
(7), said sleeve (6) being movable relative to
said body (3) between at least an initial position,
in which said injection needle (7) is uncovered,
and a final position, in which said injection nee-
dle (7) is at least partially covered,
- biasing means (26) arranged to aim at moving
said sleeve (6) between said initial and final po-
sitions,
- immobilization means (16, 31) arranged to aim
at holding said sleeve (6) in at least one of said
initial and final positions,
wherein
- said piston rod (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) com-
prises at least a first portion (9; 109; 209; 309;
409) and a second portion (10; 110; 210; 310;
410), said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409)
and said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410)
being axially connected to each other and able
to switch between at least a locked position, in
which said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409)
and said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410)
are fixed with respect to each other along the
longitudinal axis (A) of said piston rod (8; 108;
208; 308; 408), and an unlocked position, in
which said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409)
and said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410)
are allowed to move apart from each other at
least on a predetermined distance along the lon-
gitudinal axis (A) of said piston rod (8; 108; 208;
308; 408),

the injection device (1) further comprising :

- locking means (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c, 13a; 111b,
113a; 211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a, 411, 412d,)
designed for maintaining said first portion (9;
109; 209; 309; 409) and said second portion (10;
110; 210; 310; 410) in said locked position, a
first part (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 311c,
411) of said locking means being located on said
first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) of said piston
rod (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) and a second part
(13a; 113a; 216a; 313a, 412d) of said locking
means being located on said second portion (10;
110; 210; 310; 410) of said piston rod (8; 108;
208; 308; 408), said first and second parts of
said locking means being engaged into each

other when said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309;
409) and said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) are in said locked position, and

said injection device (1) further comprises :

- deactivating means (11a; 11b, 12a; 111a, 3a;
216b, 3b, 311, 413) designed for releasing said
locking means (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c, 13a; 111b,
113a; 211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a,; 411, 412d),
said deactivating means being capable of coop-
erating with at least one of said first and second
parts of locking means so as to disengage said
first part (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 311c,
311d, 411) of said locking means from said sec-
ond part (13a; 113a; 216a; 313a, 412d) of said
locking means and therefore allowing said first
portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) and said second
portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) of said piston
rod (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) to switch to their un-
locked position,

said deactivating means (11a; 11b, 12a; 111a, 3a;
216b, 3b, 311; 413) being designed to be operated
by the displacement of the piston rod (8; 108; 208;
308; 408) at least before said piston rod (8; 108; 208;
308; 408) reaches the end-of-injection position.

2. Injection device (1) according to claim 1, character-
ized in that said first part (11b, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211),
respectively said second part (13a; 113a; 216a;
412), of said locking means comprises at least one
flexible element (12b; 111b; 216a; 413), and said
second part (13a; 113a; 216a), respectively said first
part (11b, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 411), of said locking
means comprises at least one abutment surface
(13a; 113a; 211; 411a, 411b), said flexible element
being engaged in said abutment surface when said
first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) and said second
portion (10; 110; 210; 410) of said piston rod (8; 108;
208; 410) are in said locked position, said flexible
element (12b; 111b; 216a; 413, 412d) being able to
move to a deflected position so as to disengage from
said abutment surface (13a; 113a; 211; 411, 411a,
411b) under the action of said deactivating means
(11a, 11b, 12a; 111a, 3a; 216b, 3b).

3. Injection device (1) according to the preceding claim,
characterized in that said deactivating means com-
prise at least part (3a; 3b) of a proximal end of said
body (3), said part (3a; 3b) of said proximal end com-
ing in contact with said flexible element (12a; 111a;
216; 413) at least before the piston rod (8; 108; 208;
408) and the piston (5) reach their end-of-injection
position, thereby deflecting said flexible element
(12b; 111b; 216a; 413) to its deflected position.

4. Injection device (1) according to the preceding claim,
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characterized in that said part of a proximal end of
said body (3) is the inner wall (3a) of the proximal
region of said body (3).

5. Injection device (1) according to claim 3, character-
ized in that said part of a proximal end of said body
(3) is a flange (3b) provided at the proximal end of
said body (3).

6. Injection device (1) according to claim 1, character-
ized in that said first part of said locking means com-
prises at least a first element (311a,) having a first
longitudinal axis (Ba), said second part of said lock-
ing means comprises at least a second element
(311b) having a second longitudinal axis (Bb), said
first and second longitudinal axis (Ba, Bb) being ra-
dially spaced from each other when said first portion
(311) and said second portion (310) of said piston
rod (308) are in said locked position, at least one of
said first and second elements (311a, 311b;) being
movable so as to cause said first and second longi-
tudinal axis (Ba, Bb) to become confounded under
the action of said deactivating means (3a), thereby
causing said first portion (311) and said second por-
tion (310) of said piston rod (308) to switch to said
unlocked position.

7. Injection device (1) according to the preceding claim,
characterized in that said deactivating means com-
prise at least the inner wall (3a) of the proximal region
of the body (3), said inner wall (3a) coming in contact
with at least one of said first and second elements
(311a, 311b;) and thereby forcing said first and sec-
ond elements to become axially aligned with each
other, at least before said piston rod (308) and said
piston (5) reach their end-of-injection position.

8. Injection device (1) according to Claim 1, character-
ized in that said biasing means (26) are arranged
to aim at moving said second portion (10; 110; 210;
310; 410) in the proximal direction with respect to
said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) when said
first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) and said second
portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) are in said unlocked
position.

9. Injection device (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said first portion (9;
109; 209) of said piston rod (8; 108; 208) is provided
with a first stop (12d; 112a; 212) and said second
portion (10; 110; 210) of said piston rod (8; 108; 208)
is provided with a second stop (13a; 113a; 217), said
first and second stops being capable of cooperating
with each other so as to prevent further proximal
movement of said second portion (10; 110; 210) with
respect to said first portion (9; 109; 209), after said
second portion (10; 110; 210) has moved proximally
with respect to said first portion (9; 109; 209) on said

predetermined distance, when said first portion (9;
109; 209) and said second portion (10; 110; 210) are
in said unlocked position.

10. Injection device (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said predetermined
distance is less than 10 mm.

11. Injection device (1) according to the preceding claim,
characterized in that the said predetermined dis-
tance is less than or equal to 5 mm and preferably
less than or equal to 3 mm.

12. Injection device (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the said biasing
means comprise at least a spring (26).

13. injection device (1) of claim 1,
comprising a piston rod (8; 108; 208; 308; 408)
comprising at least a first portion (9; 109; 209; 309;
409), and a second portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410)
placed at the proximal end of the piston rod (8; 108;
208; 308; 408), said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309;
409) and said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) being axially connected to each other and being
able to switch between at least a locked position, in
which said first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) and
said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) are fixed
with respect to each other along the longitudinal axis
(A) of said piston rod (8; 108; 208; 308; 408), and an
unlocked position, in which said first portion (9; 109;
209; 309; 409) and said second portion (10; 110;
210; 310; 410) are allowed to move apart from each
other at least on a predetermined distance along the
longitudinal axis (A) of said piston rod (8; 108; 208;
308; 408)
further comprising

- locking means (11b, 12b, 12c, 13a; 111b, 113a;
211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a, 411, 412d) de-
signed for maintaining said first portion (9; 109;
209; 309; 409) and said second portion (10; 110;
210; 310; 410) in said locked position, a first part
(11b, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 311c, 411) of said
locking means being located on said first portion
(9; 109; 209; 309; 409) of said piston rod (8; 108;
208; 308; 408) and a second part (13a; 113a;
216a; 313a, 412d) of said locking means being
located on said second portion (10; 110; 210;
310; 410) of said piston rod (8; 108; 208; 308;
408), said first and second parts of said locking
means being engaged into each other when said
first portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) and said sec-
ond portion (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) are in said
locked position, said first and second parts of
said locking means being disengageable from
each other upon action on said locking means
(11b, 12b, 12c, 13a; 111b, 113a; 211, 216a;
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311c, 311d, 313a, 411, 412d) of said deactivat-
ing means (11a, 11b, 12a; 111a, 3a; 216b, 3b,
311, 413) provided on said injection device (1),
allowing therefore said first portion (9; 109; 209;
309; 409) and said second portion (10; 110; 210;
310; 410) to switch to said unlocked position and
move said second portion (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) in a proximal direction relative to said first
portion (9; 109; 209; 309; 409).

Patentansprüche

1. Injektionsvorrichtung (1), umfassend mindestens:

- einen Körper (3), der entworfen ist, um ein Pro-
dukt, das injiziert werden soll, zu empfangen,
wobei der Körper (3) an seinem distalen Ende
mit einer Injektionsnadel (7) ausgestattet ist, wo-
bei der Körper (3) einen Kolben (5) aufnimmt,
der an eine Kolbenstange (8) befestigt ist, der
dazu in der Lage ist, den Körper (3) zwischen
einer Speicherposition und einer Injektionsend-
position zu bewegen und das Produkt durch die
Injektionsnadel (7) zu drücken,
- Schutzmittel der Injektionsnadel (7), umfas-
send mindestens Folgendes:
- eine Hülse (6), um die Injektionsnadel (7) ab-
zudecken, wobei die Hülse (6) mit Bezug auf
den Körper (3) zwischen mindestens einer an-
fänglichen Position, in der die Injektionsnadel
(7) nicht abgedeckt ist, und einer Endposition,
in der die Injektionsnadel (7) mindestens teilwei-
se abgedeckt ist, bewegt werden kann,
- Vorspannungsmittel (26), die ausgelegt sind,
um auf die Bewegung der Hülse (6) zwischen
der anfänglichen und der Endposition abzuzie-
len,
- Immobilisierungsmittel (16, 31), die angeord-
net sind, um auf das Halten der Hülse (6) in min-
destens einem der anfänglichen und der End-
position abzuzielen,
wobei
- die Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) min-
destens einen ersten Abschnitt (9; 109; 209;
309; 409) und einen zweiten Abschnitt (10; 110;
210; 310; 410) umfasst, wobei der erste Ab-
schnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und der zweite
Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) axial mitein-
ander verbunden und dazu in der Lage sind, zwi-
schen mindestens einer verriegelten Position,
in der der erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409)
und der zweite Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) mit Bezug aufeinander entlang einer
Längsachse (A) der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208;
308; 408) fixiert sind, und einer entriegelten Po-
sition zu schalten, in der dem ersten Abschnitt
(9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und dem zweiten Ab-

schnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) ermöglicht wird,
sich voneinander um mindestens einen vorbe-
stimmten Abstand entlang der Längsachse (A)
der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) zu be-
wegen,

wobei die Injektionsvorrichtung (1), weiter Folgen-
des umfasst:

- Verriegelungsmittel (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c, 13a;
111b, 113a; 211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a, 411,
412d), die entworfen sind, um den ersten Ab-
schnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und den zweiten
Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) in der verrie-
gelten Position zu halten, wobei sich ein erster
Teil (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 311c, 411)
der Verriegelungsmittel auf dem ersten Ab-
schnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) der Kolbenstange
(8; 108; 208; 308; 408) und ein zweiter Teil (13a;
113a; 216a; 313a, 412d) der Verriegelungsmit-
tel auf dem zweiten Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408)
befindet, wobei der erste und der zweite Teil der
Verriegelungsmittel ineinander eingegriffen
sind, wenn sich der erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209;
309; 409) und der zweite Abschnitt (10; 110;
210; 310; 410) in der verriegelten Position be-
finden,
und

wobei die Injektionsvorrichtung (1) weiter Folgendes
umfasst:

- Deaktivierungsmittel (11a; 11b, 12a; 111a, 3a;
216b, 3b, 311, 413), die entworfen sind, um die
Verriegelungsmittel (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c, 13a;
111b, 113a; 211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a, 411,
412d) freizusetzen, wobei die Deaktivierungs-
mittel dazu in der Lage sind, mit mindestens ei-
nem des ersten Teils und des zweiten Teils von
Verriegelungsmitteln zusammenzuarbeiten, um
den ersten Teil (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211;
311c, 411) der Verriegelungsmittel von dem
zweiten Teil (13a; 113a; 216a; 313a, 412d) der
Verriegelungsmittel zu entkoppeln und dadurch
dem ersten Abschnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409)
und dem zweiten Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408)
zu ermöglichen, in ihre entriegelte Position zu
schalten,

wobei die Deaktivierungsmittel (11a; 11b, 12a; 111a,
3a; 216b, 3b, 311; 413) entworfen sind, um durch
die Verschiebung der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208;
308; 408) betrieben zu werden, mindestens bevor
die Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) die Injek-
tionsendposition erreicht.

25 26 



EP 2 227 278 B1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der erste Teil (11b, 12b, 12c;
111b; 211) bzw. der zweite Teil (13a; 113a; 216a;
412) der Verriegelungsmittel mindestens ein flexib-
les Element (12b; 111b; 216a; 413) umfasst, und der
zweite Teil (13a; 113a; 216a) bzw. der erste Teil
(11b, 12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 411) der Verriegelungs-
mittel mindestens eine Anschlagoberfläche (13a;
113a; 211; 411a, 411b) umfasst, wobei das flexible
Element in der Anschlagoberfläche eingegriffen ist,
wenn sich der erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409)
und der zweite Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 410) der Kol-
benstange (8; 108; 208; 410) in der verriegelten Po-
sition befinden, wobei das flexible Element (12b;
111b; 216a; 413, 412d) dazu in der Lage sind, sich
in eine gebogene Position zu bewegen, um sich aus
der Anschlagoberfläche (13a; 113a; 211; 411, 411a,
411b) unter der Einwirkung der Deaktivierungsmittel
(11a, 11b, 12a; 111a, 3a; 216b, 3b) zu entkoppeln.

3. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach dem vorhergehenden
Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Deaktivierungsmittel mindestens einen Teil (3a; 3b)
eines proximalen Endes des Körpers (3) umfassen,
wobei der Teil (3a; 3b) des proximalen Endes mit
dem flexiblen Element (12a; 111a; 216; 413) min-
destens bevor die Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 408)
und der Kolben (5) ihre Injektionsendposition errei-
chen, in Kontakt kommt, wodurch das flexible Ele-
ment (12b; 111b; 216a; 413) in seine gebogene Po-
sition gebogen wird.

4. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach dem vorhergehenden
Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Teil
eines proximalen Endes des Körpers (3) die Innen-
wand (3a) der proximalen Region des Körpers (3) ist.

5. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 3, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der Teil eines proximalen
Endes des Körpers (3) ein Flansch (3b) ist, der am
proximalen Endes des Körpers (3) bereitgestellt ist.

6. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der erste Teil der Verriege-
lungsmittel mindestens ein erstes Element (311a)
umfasst, aufweisend eine erste Längsachse (Ba),
wobei der zweite Teil der Verriegelungsmittel min-
destens ein zweites Element (311b) umfasst, auf-
weisend eine zweite Längsachse (Bb), wobei die
erste und die zweite Längsachse (Ba, Bb) radial von-
einander beabstandet sind, wenn sich der erste Ab-
schnitt (311) und der zweite Abschnitt (310) des Kol-
benstange (308) in der verriegelten Position befin-
den, und wobei mindestens eines des ersten und
zweiten Elements (311a, 311b;) bewegt werden
kann, um zu verursachen, dass die erste und zweite
Längsachse (Ba, Bb) unter der Einwirkung der Deak-
tivierungsmittel (3a) verwechselt werden, wodurch

verursacht wird, dass der erste Abschnitt (311) und
der zweite Abschnitt (310) des Kolbenstange (308)
in die entriegelte Position schalten.

7. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach dem vorhergehenden
Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Deaktivierungsmittel mindestens die Innenwand
(3a) der proximalen Region des Körpers (3) umfas-
sen, wobei die Innenwand (3a) mit mindestens ei-
nem des ersten und des zweiten Elements (311a,
311b;) in Kontakt kommt und dadurch das erste und
das zweite Element zwingt, axial miteinander aus-
gefluchtet zu sein, mindestens bevor die Kolben-
stange (308) und der Kolben (5) ihre Injektionsend-
position erreichen.

8. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die Vorspannungsmittel
(26) angeordnet sind, um auf die Bewegung des
zweiten Abschnitts (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) in der
proximalen Richtung mit Bezug auf den ersten Ab-
schnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) abzuzielen, wenn sich
der erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und der
zweite Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) in der ent-
riegelten Position befinden.

9. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209) der Kolben-
stange (8; 108; 208) mit einem ersten Stopp (12d;
112a; 212) ausgestattet ist und der zweite Abschnitt
(10; 110; 210) der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208) mit
einem zweiten Stopp (13a; 113a; 217) ausgestattet
ist, wobei der erste und der zweite Stopp dazu in der
Lage sind, miteinander zusammenarbeiten, um eine
weitere proximale Bewegung des zweiten Ab-
schnitts (10; 110; 210) mit Bezug auf den ersten Ab-
schnitt (9; 109; 209) zu verhindern, nachdem sich
der zweite Abschnitt (10; 110; 210) proximal mit Be-
zug auf den ersten Abschnitt (9; 109; 209) den vor-
bestimmten Abstand bewegt hat, wenn sich der erste
Abschnitt (9; 109; 209) und der zweite Abschnitt (10;
110; 210) in der entriegelten Position befinden.

10. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der vorbestimmte Abstand weniger als 10 mm
beträgt.

11. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach dem vorhergehenden
Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der vor-
bestimmte Abstand weniger als oder gleich 5 mm
und vorzugsweise weniger als oder gleich 3 mm be-
trägt.

12. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Vorspannungsmittel mindestens eine Fe-
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der (26) umfassen.

13. Injektionsvorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, umfas-
send eine Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408), um-
fassend mindestens einen ersten Abschnitt (9; 109;
209; 309; 409) und einen zweiten Abschnitt (10; 110;
210; 310; 410), der am proximalen Ende der Kolben-
stange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408) platziert ist, wobei der
erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und der zweite
Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) axial miteinander
verbunden und dazu in der Lage sind, zwischen min-
destens einer verriegelten Position, in der der erste
Abschnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und der zweite Ab-
schnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) mit Bezug aufeinan-
der entlang einer Längsachse (A) der Kolbenstange
(8; 108; 208; 308; 408) fixiert sind, und einer entrie-
gelten Position zu schalten, in der dem ersten Ab-
schnitt (9; 109; 209; 309; 409) und dem zweiten Ab-
schnitt (10; 110; 210; 310; 410) ermöglicht wird, sich
voneinander mindestens einen vorbestimmten Ab-
stand entlang der Längsachse (A) der Kolbenstange
(8; 108; 208; 308; 408) zu bewegen, weiter umfas-
send:

- Verriegelungsmittel (11b, 12b, 12c, 13a; 111b,
113a; 211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a, 411, 412d),
die entworfen sind, um den ersten Abschnitt (9;
109; 209; 309; 409) und den zweiten Abschnitt
(10; 110; 210; 310; 410) in der verriegelten Po-
sition zu halten, wobei sich ein erster Teil (11b,
12b, 12c; 111b; 211; 311c, 411) der Verriege-
lungsmittel auf dem ersten Abschnitt (9; 109;
209; 309; 409) der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208;
308; 408) befindet und ein zweiter Teil (13a;
113a; 216a; 313a, 412d) der Verriegelungsmit-
tel auf dem zweiten Abschnitt (10; 110; 210; 310;
410) der Kolbenstange (8; 108; 208; 308; 408)
befindet, wobei der erste und der zweite Teil der
Verriegelungsmittel ineinander eingegriffen
sind, wenn sich der erste Abschnitt (9; 109; 209;
309; 409) und der zweite Abschnitt (10; 110;
210; 310; 410) in der verriegelten Position be-
finden, wobei der erste und der zweite Teil der
Verriegelungsmittel voneinander bei Einwir-
kung auf die Verriegelungsmittel (11b, 12b, 12c,
13a; 111b, 113a; 211, 216a; 311c, 311d, 313a,
411, 412d) der Deaktivierungsmittel (11a; 11b,
12a; 111a, 3a; 216b, 3b, 311, 413) entkoppelt
werden können, die auf der Injektionsvorrich-
tung (1) bereitgestellt sind, um dadurch zu er-
möglichen, dass der erste Abschnitt (9; 109;
209; 309; 409) und der zweite Abschnitt (10;
110; 210; 310; 410) in die entriegelte Position
schalten und den zweiten Abschnitt (10; 110;
210; 310; 410) in eine proximale Richtung mit
Bezug auf den ersten Abschnitt (9; 109; 209;
309; 409) bewegen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’injection (1) comprenant au moins :

- un corps (3) conçu pour recevoir un produit à
injecter, ledit corps (3) étant muni au niveau de
son extrémité distale d’une aiguille d’injection
(7), ledit corps (3) logeant un piston (5) attaché
à une tige de piston (8) capable de se déplacer
dans ledit corps (3) entre une position de stoc-
kage et une position de fin d’injection et de pous-
ser ledit produit à travers ladite aiguille d’injec-
tion (7),
- des moyens de protection de ladite aiguille d’in-
jection (7) comprenant au moins :
- un manchon (6) pour couvrir ladite aiguille d’in-
jection (7), ledit manchon (6) étant mobile par
rapport audit corps (3) entre au moins une po-
sition initiale, dans laquelle ladite aiguille d’in-
jection (7) est découverte, et une position finale,
dans laquelle ladite aiguille d’injection (7) est au
moins partiellement couverte,
- des moyens de sollicitation (26) agencés avec
pour objectif de déplacer ledit manchon (6) entre
lesdites positions initiale et finale,
- des moyens d’immobilisation (16, 31) agencés
avec pour objectif de retenir ledit manchon (6)
dans au moins l’une desdites positions initiale
et finale,
dans lequel
- ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408)
comprend au moins une première partie (9 ;
109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et une deuxième partie
(10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410), ladite première par-
tie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite deuxième
partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) étant axiale-
ment reliées l’une à l’autre et capables de com-
muter entre au moins une position verrouillée,
dans laquelle ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ;
209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite deuxième partie (10 ;
110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) sont fixées l’une par rap-
port à l’autre le long de l’axe longitudinal (A) de
ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408),
et une position déverrouillée dans laquelle ladite
première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et la-
dite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410)
sont autorisées à s’écarter l’une de l’autre au
moins sur une distance prédéterminée le long
de l’axe longitudinal (A) de ladite tige de piston
(8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408),

le dispositif d’injection (1) comprenant en outre :

- des moyens de verrouillage (11b, 12a, 12b,
12c, 13a ; 111b, 113a ; 211, 216a ; 311c, 311d,
313a, 411, 412d,) conçus pour maintenir ladite
première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et la-
dite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410)
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dans ladite position verrouillée, une première
partie (11b, 12a, 12b, 12c ; 111b ; 211 ; 311c,
411) desdits moyens de verrouillage étant si-
tuée sur ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ;
309 ; 409) de ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ;
308 ; 408) et une deuxième partie (13a ; 113a ;
216a ; 313a, 412d) desdits moyens de ver-
rouillage étant située sur ladite deuxième partie
(10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) de ladite tige de pis-
ton (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408), lesdites première
et deuxième parties desdits moyens de ver-
rouillage étant engagées l’une dans l’autre lors-
que ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ;
409) et ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ;
310 ; 410) sont dans ladite position verrouillée,
et

ledit dispositif d’injection (1) comprend en outre :

- des moyens de désactivation (11a ; 11b, 12a ;
111a, 3a ; 216b, 3b, 311, 413) conçus pour li-
bérer lesdits moyens de verrouillage (11b, 12a,
12b, 12c, 13a ; 111b, 113a ; 211, 216a ; 311c,
311d, 313a; 411, 412d), lesdits moyens de dé-
sactivation étant capables de coopérer avec au
moins l’une desdites première et deuxième par-
ties des moyens de verrouillage afin de désen-
gager ladite première partie (11b, 12a, 12b,
12c ; 111b ; 211 ; 311c, 311d, 411) desdits
moyens de verrouillage de ladite deuxième par-
tie (13a ; 113a ; 216a ; 313a, 412d) desdits
moyens de verrouillage et permettant ainsi à la-
dite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409)
et à ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ;
410) de ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ;
408) de passer vers leur position déverrouillée,

lesdits moyens de désactivation (11a ; 11b, 12a ;
111a, 3a ; 216b, 3b, 311 ; 413) étant conçus pour
fonctionner par le déplacement de la tige de piston
(8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408) au moins avant que ladite
tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408) n’atteigne
la position de fin d’injection.

2. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication 1, ca-
ractérisé en ce que ladite première partie (11b, 12b,
12c ; 111b ; 211), respectivement ladite deuxième
partie (13a ; 113a ; 216a ; 412), desdits moyens de
verrouillage comprend au moins un élément flexible
(12b ; 111b ; 216a ; 413), et ladite deuxième partie
(13a ; 113a ; 216a), respectivement ladite première
partie (11b, 12b, 12c ; 111b ; 211 ; 411) desdits
moyens de verrouillage comprend au moins une sur-
face de butée (13a ; 113a ; 211 ; 411a, 411b), ledit
élément flexible étant engagé dans ladite surface de
butée lorsque ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ;
309 ; 409) et ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ;
410) de ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 408) sont

dans ladite position verrouillée, ledit élément flexible
(12b ; 111b ; 216a ; 413, 412d) étant capable de se
déplacer vers une position déviée afin de se désen-
gager de ladite surface de butée (13a ; 113a ; 211 ;
411, 411a, 411b) sous l’action desdits moyens de
désactivation (11a, 11b, 12a ; 111a, 3a ; 216b, 3b).

3. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication pré-
cédente, caractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens de
désactivation comprennent au moins une partie (3a ;
3b) d’une extrémité proximale dudit corps (3), ladite
partie (3a ; 3b) de ladite extrémité proximale venant
en contact avec ledit élément flexible (12a ; 111a ;
216 ; 413) au moins avant que la tige de piston (8 ;
108 ; 208 ; 408) et le piston (5) n’atteignent leur po-
sition de fin d’injection, déviant ainsi ledit élément
flexible (12b ; 111b ; 216a ; 413) vers sa position dé-
viée.

4. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication pré-
cédente, caractérisé en ce que ladite partie d’une
extrémité proximale dudit corps (3) est la paroi inter-
ne (3a) de la région proximale dudit corps (3).

5. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication 3, ca-
ractérisé en ce que ladite partie d’une extrémité
proximale dudit corps (3) est une bride (3b) prévue
au niveau de l’extrémité proximale dudit corps (3).

6. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication 1, ca-
ractérisé en ce que ladite première partie desdits
moyens de verrouillage comprend au moins un pre-
mier élément (311a,) ayant un premier axe longitu-
dinal (Ba), ladite deuxième partie desdits moyens de
verrouillage comprend au moins un deuxième élé-
ment (311b) ayant un deuxième axe longitudinal
(Bb), lesdits premier et deuxième axes longitudinaux
(Ba, Bb) étant radialement espacés l’un de l’autre
lorsque ladite première partie (311) et ladite deuxiè-
me partie (310) de ladite tige de piston (308) sont
dans ladite position verrouillée, au moins l’un desdits
premier et deuxième éléments (311a, 311b;) étant
mobile de manière à amener lesdits premier et
deuxième axes longitudinaux (Ba, Bb) à devenir con-
fondus sous l’action desdits moyens de désactiva-
tion (3a), amenant ainsi ladite première partie (311)
et ladite deuxième partie (310) de ladite tige de piston
(308) à passer vers ladite position déverrouillée.

7. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication pré-
cédente, caractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens de
désactivation comprennent au moins la paroi interne
(3a) de la région proximale du corps (3), ladite paroi
interne (3a) venant en contact avec au moins l’un
desdits premier et deuxième éléments (311a,
311b ;) et forçant ainsi lesdits premier et deuxième
éléments à devenir axialement alignés l’un avec
l’autre, au moins avant que ladite tige de piston (308)
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et ledit piston (5) n’atteignent leur position de fin d’in-
jection.

8. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication 1, ca-
ractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens de sollicitation
(26) sont agencés avec pour objectif de déplacer
ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410)
dans la direction proximale par rapport à ladite pre-
mière partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) lorsque ladite
première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite
deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) sont
dans ladite position déverrouillée.

9. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon l’une des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ladite pre-
mière partie (9 ; 109 ; 209) de ladite tige de piston
(8 ; 108 ; 208) est munie d’une première butée (12d ;
112a ; 212) et ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210)
de ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208) est munie d’une
deuxième butée (13a ; 113a ; 217), lesdites premiè-
re et deuxième butées étant capables de coopérer
l’une avec l’autre de manière à empêcher un mou-
vement proximal supplémentaire de ladite deuxième
partie (10 ; 110 ; 210) par rapport à ladite première
partie (9 ; 109 ; 209), après que ladite deuxième par-
tie (10 ; 110 ; 210) s’est déplacée de manière proxi-
male par rapport à ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ;
209) sur ladite distance prédéterminée, lorsque la-
dite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209) et ladite deuxième
partie (10 ; 110 ; 210) sont dans ladite position dé-
verrouillée.

10. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon l’une des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ladite dis-
tance prédéterminée est inférieure à 10 mm.

11. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon la revendication pré-
cédente, caractérisé en ce que ladite distance pré-
déterminée est inférieure ou égale à 5 mm et de pré-
férence inférieure ou égale à 3 mm.

12. Dispositif d’injection (1) selon l’une des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que lesdits
moyens de sollicitation comprennent au moins un
ressort (26).

13. Dispositif d’injection (1) de la revendication 1, com-
prenant une tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408)
comprenant au moins une première partie (9 ; 109 ;
209 ; 309 ; 409), et une deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ;
210 ; 310 ; 410) placée au niveau de l’extrémité
proximale de la tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ;
408), ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409)
et ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410)
étant axialement reliées l’une à l’autre et étant ca-
pables de commuter entre au moins une position
verrouillée, dans laquelle ladite première partie (9 ;
109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite deuxième partie (10 ;

110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) sont fixées l’une par rapport à
l’autre le long de l’axe longitudinal (A) de ladite tige
de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408) et une position
déverrouillée, dans laquelle ladite première partie
(9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite deuxième partie
(10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) sont autorisées à s’écar-
ter l’une de l’autre au moins sur une distance prédé-
terminée le long de l’axe longitudinal (A) de ladite
tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408)
comprenant en outre

- des moyens de verrouillage (11b, 12b, 12c,
13a; 111b, 113a; 211, 216a ; 311c, 311d, 313a,
411, 412d) conçus pour maintenir ladite premiè-
re partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite
deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) dans
ladite position verrouillée, une première partie
(11b, 12b, 12c ; 111b ; 211 ; 311c, 411) desdits
moyens de verrouillage étant située sur ladite
première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) de la-
dite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ; 308 ; 408) et
une deuxième partie (13a ; 113a ; 216a ; 313a,
412d) desdits moyens de verrouillage étant si-
tuée sur ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ;
310 ; 410) de ladite tige de piston (8 ; 108 ; 208 ;
308 ; 408), lesdites première et deuxième par-
ties desdits moyens de verrouillage étant enga-
gées l’une dans l’autre lorsque ladite première
partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et ladite deuxiè-
me partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) sont dans
ladite position verrouillée, lesdites première et
deuxième parties desdits moyens de verrouilla-
ge pouvant se désengager l’une de l’autre lors
d’une action sur lesdits moyens de verrouillage
(11b, 12b, 12c, 13a ; 111b, 113a ; 211, 216a ;
311c, 311d, 313a, 411, 412d) desdits moyens
de désactivation (11a, 11b, 12a ; 111a, 3a ;
216b, 3b, 311, 413) prévus sur ledit dispositif
d’injection (1), permettant ainsi à ladite première
partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ; 409) et à ladite
deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ; 310 ; 410) de
passer vers ladite position déverrouillée et de
déplacer ladite deuxième partie (10 ; 110 ; 210 ;
310 ; 410) dans une direction proximale par rap-
port à ladite première partie (9 ; 109 ; 209 ; 309 ;
409).
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